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CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH 


FOREIGN     POWERS. 


A  U  S  T  R  I  iJL. 

No.  1. 

Viscount  Faimerston  to  Lord  Beauvale. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  two  copies  of  a 

Treaty  concluded  at  Buenos  Ayres,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1839,  between  Her 

Majesty  and  the  Argentine  Confederation,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  ratifications  of  this  Treaty  were  exchanged  at  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  16th 

of  May,  1840. 

I  am,  &c. 
The  Lord  Beauvale,  (Signed)        PALMERSTON. 

8fc.      8fc.     8fc. 


No.  2. 

Viscount  Faimerston  to  Lord  Beauvale. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  ^pril22,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  two  copies  of  a  Con- 
vention, concluded  at  Port  au  Prince  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1839,  by  which 
the  Republic  of  Hayti  has  acceded  to  the  Conventions  for  the  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  concluded  between  his  late  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the 
French  on  the  30th  of  November,  1831,  and  the  22nd  of  March,  1833. 

The  ratifications  of  this  Convention  were  exchanged  at  Port  au  Prince  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1840. 

I  am,  &c. 
The  Lord  Beauvale,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.      8f€.      8fc. 


No.  3. 

Ftscount  Faimerston  to  Lard  Beauvale. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 

It  would  appear,  from  information  which  has  reached  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  that  persons  appointed  by  European  governments  to  reside  as 
Ministers,  Consuls,  or  Agents,  in  slave-holding  countries,  are  sometimes  in  the 
habit  of  hiring  and  maintaining  slaves,  and  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in 
which  slave  property  is  concerned. 

As  by  sucn  practices  the  functionaries  in  question  give  an  indirect  sanction 
to  slavery,  and  appnear  to  countenance  measures  which  tend  to  create  a  demand 
for  slaves.  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  addressed  to  all  British  functionaries 
Glass  C.  B 
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in  slave-holding  countries  the  circular  letter  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy  ;  and, 
as  Her  Majesty's  Government  think  it  very  important  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  should  be  expressed  upon  this  subject  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
afford  an  additional  discouragement  to  the  Slave  Trade,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
meut  think  that  much  good  would  be  e£fected  in  this  respect  if  the  Government 
would  address  to  its  agents,  in  slave-holding  countries,  instructions  similar  to 
those  contained  in  the  enclosed  circular ;  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  address 
to  the  Austrian  Government  a  note  inviting  them  to  do  so. 

I  am,  &c. 
The  Lord  Beauvale,  (Signed)         PALMERSTON- 

Sfc.      8fc.      Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  3. 

Circular  of  May  8^  1842. 

(See  Class  B,  No.  196,  p.  433.) 


'  No.  4. 

Lord  Beauvale  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Vienna,  May  25, 1841. 

Mt  Lord,  {Received  June  4.) 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  Lordship's 
Pespatch  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Prince  Metternich, 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  calling  upon  the  Austrian  Go- 
vernment to  address  to  its  agents,  in  slave-holding  countries,  instructions 
similar  to  those  contained  in  the  x^ircular  transmitted  to  me  in  your  Lordship's 
Despatch. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.,       (Signed)      BEAUVALE. 
^c.  Sfc.  8fc. 


'  Enclosure  in  No.  4. 
Lord  Beauvale  to  Prince  Metternich. 


Vienna,  May  24,  194L 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  to  His 
Highness  Prince  Metternich,  &c.,  copy  of  a  letter  and  its  enclosure,  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  addressed  to  all  British  functionaries  in  slave- 
holding  countries,  stating  its  opinion  that  it  would  be  unfitting  that  any 
officer  holding  an  appointment  under  the  British  Crown  should  either  directly 
or'indirectly  hold  or  be  interested  in  slave  property. 

It  would  appear,  from  information  which  has  reached  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  persons  appointed  by  European  Governments  to  reside  as  Ministers, 
or  Consuls,  or  Agents,  in  slave-holding  countries,  are  sometimes  in  the  habit  of 
hiring  and  maintaining  slaves,  and  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in  which  slave 
property  is  concerned ;  and  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  think  it  very  im- 
portant that  the  opinion  of  the  Austrian  Government  should  be  expressed  upon 
this  subject  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  an  additional  discouragement  to  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  that  much  good  would  be  eflfected  in  this  respect  if  the  Aus- 
trian Government  would  address  to  its  agents,  in  slave-holding  countries,  iu;- 
structions  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  abovementioned  letter,  the  Under- 
signed has  received  instructions  to  invite  the  Government  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty  to  adopt  a  similar  course. 

(Signed)  BEAUVALE.  ' 

jfift*  Highness  Prince  Metternich, 
See.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  5. 

Viscount  PabnerHon  to  Sir  ThomM  SarelL 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  July  31, 1841. 

I  HERSwiTfir  tranemit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Greek  Minister 
St  dns  Court,  togedier  with  a  translation  of  a  law  promulgated  by  the  King  of 
Greece  on  the  13th  March,  1841,  prohibiting  the  Trade  in  Slaves,  and  assignr 
iag  pemalties  for  the  offences  committed  in  contravention  of  that  law. 

I  also  transmit  to  yon  a  copy  of  a  Despatch,  and  of  its  enclosures,  from  Her 
Hajesty's  Minister  in  Greece  upon  the  same  su^ect ;  and  I  have  to  desire  that, 
m  conformity  with  the  desire  expressed  by  the  Greek  Government,  as  stated  ia 
these  papers,  you  will  give  your  best  assistance  towards  carrying  that  law  into 
eflFect. 

I  am,  &c, 

(Signed)  PAXJdERSTON. 

.  P.S. — I  also  transmit  to  you  herewith  two  sets  of  the  papers  enclosed  in  this 
Despatch ;  and  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  forward  a  set  to  your  Vice-Consuls 
at  Trieste  and  Fiume,  with  suitable  mstructions. 

Sir  Thomas  Sorell, 
Sfc.    Sfc.    8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  5. 

M.   Tricoupi  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

June  7  (19),  1841. 

(See  Class  D,) 


Second  Enclosure  in  No,  6. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Athens,  April  22,  1841. 

(See  Cla3S  D.) 


No.  6. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Baron  Koller. 

Viscount  Palmerston  presents  his  compliments  to  Baron  Koller,  and 
has  the  honour  to  invite  Baron  Koller  to  meet  him  at  the  Foreign  Office  to- 
morrow, Wednesday,  at  two  o'clock,  in  order  to  continue,  in  concert  with  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  France,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  the  negotiation  for  a  Treaty 
between^tiic  Five  Great  Powers  of  Europe  upon  Slave  Trade* 

Foreign  Office,  August  24,  184L 


Nb.7. 

Viscmmt  Palmerston  to  Baron  KoUer. 

T^  Undersigned^  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  transmit  to  Baron  Koller,  &;c., 
two  copies  of  the  Draft  of  Treaty  between  the  Five  Powers  for  the  suppression 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  containing  the  alterations  agreed  upon  at  the  Conference 
held  at  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  20th  inst. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 
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No.  8. 

Sir  T.  SoreU  to  Mr.  BidweU. 

Trieste,  August  21,  184L 
Sib,  (^Received  September  8.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Despatch  of 
the  31st  of  July,  enclosing  documents  comprising  a  translated  copy  of  a  la\^ 
recently  promulgated  by  the  King  of  Greece,  assigning  punishments  to  any  of 
his  subjects  who  may  be  convicted  of  a  violation  of  that  law, 

I  have  transmitted  one  copy  of  these  enclosures  to  the  Vice-consul  at  Venice, 
and  another  to  the  Vice-consul  at  Fiume,  accompanied  by  instructions  which 
will,  I  trust,  ensure  a  vigilant  attention  on  their  part  to  the  object  in  view, 

I  have  &c«  ■' 

John  BidweU,  Esq.  (Signed)  THOMAS  S.  SORELL. 


No.  9. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Milbanke. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit,  for  your  information,  one  copy  of  a  series  of 

Eapers  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade,  which  have  been  presented  to  the  two 
ouses  of  Parliament  during  the  present  session  by  Her  Majesty's  command. 

I  am,  &c. 
J.  R.  Milbanke,  Esq.  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

8fc.  Sfc. 

No.  10. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Baron  Roller. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  has  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  Baron 
KoUer,  for  his  information,  a  copy  of  a  series  of  papers  relating  to  the  Slave 
Trade,  which  were  presented  to  the  two  houses  of  Parliament  during  the  last 
session  by  Her  Majesty's  command. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  1841. 

No.  11. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  Robert  Gordon. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  20,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  by  Her  Majesty's  com- 
mand, that  I  have  this  day  signed,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty,  with  the  Ple- 
nipotentiaries of  Their  Majesties  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  King  of  the 
French,  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of  Russis^  a  Treaty  for  the 
Suppression  of  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

I  nerewith  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  that  treaty. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  Dispatch  you  will  solicit  an  audience 
of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  in  which  you  will  express  to  His  Ma- 
jesty the  nigh  gratification  which  Her  Majesty  feels  at  uniting  with  His  Ma- 
jesty and  other  great  Powers  of  Europe  in  the  cause  of  mercy  and  of  justice,  by 
a  league,  the  sole  object  of  which  is  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  humanity. 

You  will  also  express  to  the  Austrian  Minister  the  warm  satisfaction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  in  having  been  enabled  to  follow  up  the  great,  the  libe- 
ral, and  humane  principles  recorded  in  the  declarations  of  the  principal  Powers 
of  Europe  at  the  Congresses  of  Vienna  and  of  Verona,  by  concluding  a  Treaty 
for  the  beneficent  end  proposed  in  the  compact  signed  this  day. 

You  will,  on  the  part  of  Her  Maj  sty's  Government,  urge  the  Austrian  Mi- 
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nister  to  have  the  Austrian  ratification  of  the  Treaty  prepared  and  transmitted 
to  London  without  delay,  in  order  to  its  being  exchanged  against  the  ratifica- 
tion of  Her  Majesty  as  soon  as  possible,  within  the  term  prescribed  by  the 
Treaty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

His  EnoceUency  Sir  Robert  Gordon, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  12. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  Robert  Gordon. 
(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  December  27,  184L 

It  being  desirable  that  a  complete  collection  should  be  obtained  of  all 
the  laws  and  administrative  acts,  both  general  and  local,  which  have  emanated 
from  the  legislatures  and  sovereign  authorities  of  Foreign  States,  both  previ- 
ously and  subsequently  to  the  contraction  of  treaty  engagements  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regulating,  restraining,  or  preventing  the  traffic  in  Slaves,  I  have  to 
desire  that  you  will  address  an  official  application  to  the  Austrian  Government, 
requesting  that  an  authentic  copy  may  be  supplied  to  you  of  all  the  laws  and 
acts  of  this  description,  whether  of  a  temporary  or  permanent  character,  which 
may  at  any  time  have  been  issued  by  that  government,  or  by  its  municipal  and 
colonial  authorities. 

I  have  at  the  same  time  to  desire  that  you  will  use  your  best  endeavours  to 
obtain,  through  the  medium  of  Her  Majesty's  Consuls,  and  through  any  other 
channels,  authentic  copies  of  any  further  documents  which  may  appear  to  be 
necessary  to  complete  this  collection;  and  that  you  will  forward  the  whole  of 
these  papers  to  me  without  delay. 

You  will  accompany  the  papers  with  accurate  Translations. 

[Instructions  similar  to  the  above  were  sent  in  Circulars  to  all  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  abroad.] 
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No.  13. 
discount  Palmerston  to  Sir  H.  JV^  TV.  Wyrm. 

SiBt  Foreign  Office^  January  18^  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the 
Admiralty,  respecting  Slave  Trade  carried  on  in  the  Danish  territory  on  tho 
coast  of  Africa. 

The  accompanying  Papers  show  that  the  Governor  of  Danish  Accra  is  aware 
that  the  Slave  Trade  is  carried  on  at  Attocco,  one  of  the  dependencies  of  Ac- 
cra; and  he  says  that  he  regrets  that  he  has  not  the  means  of  suppressing  it., 
They  show  also  that  the  Danish  Government  is  apprised  of  these  facts. 

I  have  therefore  to  instruct  you  to  present  a  note  to  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment, stating  the  particulars  related  in  these  Papers,  and  earnestly  requesting, 
in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  Danish  Government  will^ 
by  its  own  means^  put  down  and  expel  these  Slave  Traders  from  its  territory ; 
or,  if  it  should  have  any  difficulty  in  doing  this,  that  it  will  permit  the 
British  Government  to  do  so. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  H.  W.  TV.  TVynn, 
S(c.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  13. 
Sir  John  Barrow  to  Lord  Leveson. 


My  Lord,  Admiralty^  5th  January^  1841. 

I  AM  commanded  hy  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 
send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Viscount  Palmerston,  copies  of  a 
letter  from  Commander  Tucker,  of  the  "Wolverine,"  dated  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  and  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade  carried  on  in  the 
territories  cf  the  King  of  Denmark  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  BARROW. 

Lord  Levesony  Foreign  Office. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  13. 
Commander  Tucker  to  Mr.  O'FerraU. 


Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Wolverene/'  at  sea,  lat.  6*  21'  N.,  long.  3*  10/  E.^ 
Sir,  29M  September,  1840. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  the  following  copies  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween myself  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  (pro  tempore)  of  Danish 
Accra  and  its  dependencies,  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade  carried  on  in  the  terri- 
tories of  Denmai-k  on  this  coast,  and  to  request  that  the  same  may  be  taken  into 
consideration  towards  some  application  being  made  to  that  government  to 
suppress  the  Slave  Trade,  known  and  admitted  to  be  carried  on  in  their  posses- 
sions in  violation  of  the  laws,  and  I  believe  the  wishes  of  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Denmark. 
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A  small  number  of  slaves  have  been  frmn  time  to  time  embarked  frwn 
Attocco,  which  was  attempted  to  be  suppressed  by  the  late  governor  a  few 
months  since,  who  it  is  reported  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost,  but  was  not  so 
succes&ful  as  he  wished,  from  want  of  force  and  of  means  for  crossing  the 
Volta,  «nd  tlie  peopie  of  Attocco  instigated  by  the  Spaniards,  &c.,  in  conse- 
quence now  defy  the  power  of  Denmark  to  prevent  their  carrying  on  the 
Slave  Trade,  which  has  since  increased  to  a  very  great  extent  (a  large  number 
rf  slaves  being  at  present  collected  there)  in  oonseqiience  of  the  vigilance  of 
die  commanders  of  the  cruwere  iiuiviftg  ahariMt  prevented  the  embarkation  of 
ilaves  from  Whydah,  Agnag,  and  Popo,  which  has  forced  the  notorious  slave 
dealer  De  Souza,  or  Chatchah  and  othersi  to  have  agents  and  factories  at 
Attocco,  as  well  as  at  those  places,  that  when  the  cruiser  is  watching  those 
places  slaves  may  be  shipped  at  Attocco,  et  vice  mersdy  and  I  have  not  an* 
cither  vessel  I  can  station  oh  this  part  of  the  coast ;  and  without  some  steps  be 
taAam  by  the  Powers  which  have  entered  into  treaties  with  England  for  the 
suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  their  territories  on  the  coast  to  assist  the 
Britisii  cmisers  on  this  coa^  in  their  arduous  duties,  either  by  their  destroying 
by  their  own  means  the  slave  factories,. and  expelling  the  slave  agents  from 
tneir  territories,  or  permittiiag  the  co-operation  of  the  British  cruisers,  or  if 
they  have  no  force  at  command,  by  permitting  the  British  cruisers,  after  proper 
application  to  the  governor  (aocompanied  if  necessary  by  an  officer  of  that 
goverameot),  to  cfestroy  the  slave  fBCtories  and  expel  the  slave  agents  (being 
foreigners),  although  the  officers  in  command  of  the  cruisers  at  present  em- 
ployed are,  I  may  venture  to  say,  second  to  none  in  vigilance  and  «eal-^  am 
much  afraid  slaves  will  be  embarked  to  a  great  extent,  and  render  it  necessary 
for  England  to  continue  a  large  force  on  this  coast. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  WILLIAiM  TUCKER  (A), 

-R.  M.  O'Ferrall,  Esq.,  Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Seeretofift  jidtmrmlty. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  13. 

Ckmmander  T\tcher  to  the  Governor  ef  Accra. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  *^  Wolverine,"  off  Attaco^ 
Sir,  23rrf  September,  1840. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  request  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  inform 
me  if  Ataco  or  Attaco,  a  place  a  little  to  the  westward  of  Cape  St*  Paul,  and 
having  a  white  house  or  fort,  is  rn  the  territory  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Denmark ;  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  should 
the  place  belong  to  Denmark,  and  be  under  your  command  (as  it  is  reported 
to  be),  you  may  take  such  steps  as  you  may  consider  your  duty  to  suppress  the 
Slave  Trade,  said  to  be  now  actively  carried  on  there  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
your  country ;  that  a  large  number  of  slaves  are  reported  to  be  collected  there 
in  charge  of  a  Spaniard,  and  of  another  person  residing  there,  an  agent  of  the 
notorious  slave  dealer  De  Souza  or  Chatchah,  who  embark  them  in  slave 
vessels  which  call  there  occasionally,  on  finding  they  are  prevented  embarking 
slaved  from  other  places  by  the  British  cruisers :  one  vessel  is  reported  to  have 
called  there  very  lately,  and  another  expected  shortly. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)     '      WILLIAM  TUCKER  (5), 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Danish  Accra  and  its  Dependencies. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  13. 
The  Governor  of  Accra  to  Commander  Tucker. 

Sir,  Christiansborg  Castle.  2Ath  Sept.,  1840, 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  honourable 
.letter  of  yesterday,  and  according  to  your  request  to  inform  you,  that  the  place 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8  DENMARK 

(Attocco)  mentioDed  in  your  letter  is  situated  in  His  Danish  Majesty's 
territory. 
Regarding  the  Slave  Trade,  which  is  reported  to  you  to  be  carried  on  at  this 

i>lacey  I  am  sorry  to  state  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  suppress  that  un- 
awful  trade,  which  in  the  last  time  has  been  carried  on  by  some  Spaniards 
there.  Soldiers  have  been  ordered  to  Attocco  to  drive  away  the  slave-dealers 
And  destroy  their  houses,  and  since  no  long  time  my  predecessor  visited  with 
^ees  the  places  by  Volta,  in  order  to  suppress  the  Slave  Trade,  and  overtook 
^a  Spaniard,  deprived  him  of  his  slaves  and  goods,  and  drove  him  out  of  the 
Danish  territory,  but  the  slave-dealers  have  returned  when  the  danger  has 
>been  over. 

The  white  house  you  mention  has  formerly  been  fortified,  but  the  expenses 

which  the  preservation  of  the  fortification  and  garrison  at  the  place  required 

^made  it  necessary  to  lay  it  down.     My  government  in  Denmark  have  received 

information  concerning  the  said  Slave  Trade,  and  I  expect  that  more  vigorous 

steps  will  be  taken  than  it  is  in  my  power  to  take. 

I  should  be  very  glad  if  it  may  be  convenient  to  you  to  visit  Attocco  and 
examine  the  vessels  which  call  there. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  h,  DALL, 

Pro  tern.  Governor  of  Hi9  Danish  Majesty* s 
possessions  on  the  Gold  Coast  of  Africa. 
To  the  Most  Hon.  Commander  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  "  Wolverine." 


No.  14. 

Sir  H.  JV.  W.  Wynn  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Copenhagen,  Februaiy  15,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  February  27.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  18th  ultimo,  and,  in  compliance  with  the  directions  therein  con- 
tained, I  have  addressed  a  note,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  to  the  Danish 
minister,  on  the  subject  of  the  trade  in  slaves  carried  on  in  the  Danish  de- 
pendencies on  the  Gold  Coast 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  W.  WILLIAMS  WYNN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  14, 
Sir  H.  W.  W.  Wynn  to  M.  de  Krahbe  Carisius. 
My  Lord,  Copenhagen,  February  8,  184L 

The  undersized.  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  has  been  directed  by  his  Government  to  communicate 
to  his  Excellency,  M.  de  Krabbe  Carisius,  the  enclosed  copies  of  a  corre- 
spondence which  has  taken  place  between  the  senior  officer  of  Her  Majesty's 
naval  force  stationed  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and  the  Governor  (jtwo  tempore) 
of  Danish  Accra,  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade  which  is  carried  on  in  some  of  the 
dependencies  of  that  establishment.  His  Excellency  will  observe  that  the  go- 
vernor admits  the  truth  of  die  facts  brought  forward  by  Captain  Tucker,  but 
regrets  his  want  of  means  to  prevent  them,  as  the  slave-agents  have  different 
factories,  and,  when  they  are  driven  from  one,  resort  to  another,  till  the  military 
force  is  withdrawn. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  knowing  that  that  of  Denmark  is  actuated  by  the 
same  wish  to  prevent  all  trade  in  slaves,  feel  confident  that  they  will  furnish 
their  authorities  with  the  means  of  acting  more  vigorously ;  or,  snould  this  be 
inconvenient,  they  earnestly  request  that  the  British  cruisers  may  bj^  pennitted. 
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after  proper  application  to  the  GoTeraor,  to  destroy  these  slave-factories,  and 
expel  the  foreign  slaye-agents. 

The  Undersigned,  ftc.  &c. 

(Signed)        H.  W.  W.  WYNN. 
His  ExeeUencjf  M.  de  Krabbe  Camhu, 
tfc,  ife.  tfe. 


No.  15. 

Vueouni  PalmerHon  to  Sir  H.  Wynn. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  16. 
Vi$eount  Pcdmeraton  to  Sir  H,  Wyrm. 

Foreign  Office^  April  22^  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 

No.  17. 

fheount  PaJtmertton  to  Sir  H,  Wynn, 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 
Circular  on  proposed  Instruction  to  Danish  Agents  in  Slave-holding  Countries. 

(See  No.  8.) 

No.  18. 

Sir  H.  W.  W:Wynn  to  FUeount  Pabneraton. 

•  Copenhagen^  July  15,  1841. 

Mt  Lord,  (Received  July  23,) 

In  reference  to  your  Lordship^s  Despatch  of  the  11th  of  May  last,  on 
tbe  subject  of  official  agents  being  in  the  habit  of  maintaining  slaves  in  slave* 
holding  countries,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which  1  have 
received  from  the  Danish  minister,  in  answer  to  that  which,  by  your  Lordship's 
ordert  I  addressed  to  him.  It  appears  that,  notwithstanding  the  disposition 
which  the  Danish  Government  has  always  manifested  to  co-operate  with  that 
of  Her  Majesty  in  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade,  it  is  not  possible  for  them,  in 
the  present  instance,  to  enforce  the  instryctions  which  your  Lordship  is  anxious 
should  be  sent  to  their  commercial  agents  in  slave-holding  countries. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Danish  Government  do  not  give  any  salary  to  their 
consuls  and  agents,  who  hold  the  situation  more  honoris  causa  than  for  the 
small  fees  which  they  occasionally  receive ;  nor  could  they,  with  any  consist- 
ency, send  such  instructions  so  long  as  slavery  is  legal  in  the  Danish  West 
Indian  islands^ 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        H.  W.  WILLIAMS  WYNN. 
The  Right  Hon.  P'iscount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  ifc.  Sfc. 
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M.  Krmbhe  Curmtu^Sir  H.  W.  W.  Wynn, 
Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  Copenha^e^  ce  9  Jutllet,  1841. 

Vous  m'avez  fait  Thonneur  de  me  pr^venir^  par  votrc:  office  da  22  Mai 
dernier,  que  le  Gouvemement  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  vieat  d'adresser  des 
iii64riftclM>n«  m  s€»  MmUtres^  CoimuU,  et  Ageftft>  da»^  t«»  pay«^  ou  regcfavge 
existe,  pour  les  engager  a  8'abstenir  de  louer  ou  d'employer  des  esclaves,  ou  de 
prendre  part  k  des  sp6culations  qui  se  Tapporteraient  a  la  possession  d'esclaves; 
et  vous  avez  en  me;ne  lemps,  au  nom  du  dit  Gouverqement,  manifeste  le 
d^sir  que  de  pareilles  instructions  fiissent  adressees  aux  agens  dipiomatiques  et 
consolaires  du  Danemafc  dans  T^tranger.  Les  principes  adopt6s  et  suivis 
depuis  de  longues  ann^es  par  le  Gouvernement  du  Roi,  relativement  k  la  traite 
des  noirs,  vous  sont  suffisamment  connus.  Monsieur  le  Cbevalier,  pour  que  vous 

Suissiez  ne  pas  douter  de  ses  dispost tions  k  coop^rer  avec  le  Gouvemement  de 
a  Majesty  Britannique  a  tout  ce  qui  pourrait  tendre  a  decourager  et  k  faire 
flvippi'imer  ec  commerce.  Aosst  tcs  sujets  citi  itor  qnt  resideot  oxx  qtn  tront 
r^sider,  comme  agens  dipiomatiques  ou  coawlaires  du  Danemarc,  dans  des  pays 
oil  I'esclavage  subsiste,  ont-ils  dfejk  re^u,  et  recevront-ils  a  I'avenir,  avec  Tinvi- 
tation  de  s'y  conformer,  des  copies  des  iostrtK^ttons  que  vans  avez  bien  voulu  me 
transmettre^  et  qui  ont  kik  adress6es  aux  agens  Britanniques,  pour  les  engager 
k  s'ftbstentr  de  tout  ce  qui  pourrait  Stre  cens^  renfermer  une  sanction  directe 
ou  indirecte  de  la  traite  des  Boirt.  Mais  je  dbis  en  m^me  temps  vous  faire 
observer  que  la  grande  m^orit6  de»  agens  consulaires  Danois  dans  Tfetranger 
ne  sont  pas  des  sujets  du  Koi,  nommis  k  ces  postes  avec  un  traitement  fix6. 
Ce  sst  ppcsqiic  lOHJotirs  des  n^goetaas  d^  prfecfaiemmeHt  ^tabfts  dans  le  Keudfr 
leur  residence  consulaire,  et  qui  ne  .sont  i^tribu6s  que  par  des  revenant-bons 
pr61ev6s  sur  les  navires  Danois  faisant  le  commerce  dans  leur  district.  Les 
rapports  du  Gouvemement  vri^-*Tis  de  cette  chtsse  d'agens  ne  sont  pas  de  genre 
^  iui  permettre  de  leur  prescrire,  en  de  hors  de  leur  attributions  et  fonctions 
consulairea^des  it^l^de  coodutte^pour  leur  defend  re  ce  qui  leur  serait  permis  par 
des  kus  da  pays  cm  iis  risideBt  Ce  serait  nou^  expoaer  k  devcHr  renonc^r  wt 
services  d'agens  utiles  k  notre  commerce  et  a  notre  navigation,  et  c*est  par  ses 
considerations  que  le  Gouvernemetit  du  Rot,  qui  d'ailleurs  ne  se  trouve  nas  k 
mSme  d'abolir  i'esclavage  dans  ses  colonies  aux  Indes  Occidentales,  h6site^)L 
donner  de  pareilles  instructions  k  ses  agens  consulaires  dfe  la  dfte  categoric. 
Agr^ez,  Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  TassuraBce  de  ma  haute  consideration. 

■    (Sign^  KRABBE  CARISIUS. 

A  Sr  Henry  fFi  Wi  IVynn^  Snvoyi^  Ejttruordinmre  et 
Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de  S.  M.  Britannique^ 
ift.  4»e.  8fe. 


(Translatibn.) 
Sib,  Copenhagen^  July  9»  1841. 

You  did  Bie  the  hoBOitr,  by^  jwxt  oScial  letter  of  the  99Dd  May  last,  to 
acquaint  me  that  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  had  addressed 
iosfructions  to  its  minisrers,  consuls^  and  agents^  ib  those  countries  where 
slavery  exists^  to  Abstain  from  hiring  ot  employing  slaves^  or  from  engaging  is 
any  speculations  oonnected  with  the  possession  of  slaves ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  name  of  your  Goverameat  you  expressed  a  desire  that  similar 
iostroctions  should  be  addressed  to  tl^  diplomatic  and  eonsular  agents  of  l>en- 
mark  abroad*  The  principles  adopted  and  pursued  for  a  number  of  years  past 
by  the  Grovernment  of  His  Majesty  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade  arc  suftciently 
known  .to  yoa.  Sir,  to  prevent  you  from  doubting  of  its  inclination  to  co- 
operate with  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  whatever  may  tend 
to  discourage  and  suppress  tbife  traffic.  Moreover,  the  subjects  of  tlie  King 
whp  r^ide  or  may  hereafter  re^de  as  diplomatic  or  consular  agents  of  Den- 
mark in  countries  where  slavery  exists^  have  already  received  dndWill  heiK^e- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBNUARK.  II 

strued  into  a  sanction,  direct  or  indirect,  of  the  Slave  Trade.  But  I  must  at  the 
same  time  observe  to  you  that  the  great  majority  of  Danish  consular  agents 
abroad  are  not  subjects  of  tke  King,  appointed  to  those  posts  with  fixed 
salaries.  They  are  nearly  all  merchants  previously  established  in  the  place  of 
thetr  consular  residence^  and  who  are  only  remunerated  by  fees  levied  upon 
Danisb  vessels  trading  within  their  district.  The  relations  of  the  Government 
tHwards  this  class  of  agents  are  not  of  a  noture  to  permit  it  to  prescribe  to 
Aem,  beyond  thcif  consular  attributes  and  functions,  rules  for  their  conduct; 
debarring  them  from  what  would  be  permitted  them  by  the  laws  of  the  country 
im  which  they  reside.  This  would  be  to  expose  oursetres  to  the  necessity  of 
KBOuncing  the  services  of  agents  useful  to  out  commerce  and  navtgatiott,  and 
it  18  wider  these  considerations  that  the  Government  of  the  King,  which  has 
not  serupted  to  abolish  slavery  in  its  colonies  of  the  West  Indies,  hesitates  to 
issue  the  like  instructions  to  its  consular  agents  of  the  aforesaid  class. 
Accept,  Sir,  the  assurance,  &c. 

(Signed)  KRABBE  CARISIUS. 

No.  19. 
FiscQunt  Palmerston  to  Sir  H.  W.  W.  Wynn. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  August  9,  1841. 

I  HATE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  15th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  answer  returned  by  M.  Krabbe  Carisius  to  the  communication  which,  by 
my  directions,  you  made  to  that  Minister,  respecting  the  employment  of  slaves 
by  official  agents  in  slave-koldiuK  countries.  And  1  have  to  desire  that  in  reply 
YOU  will  state  to  the  Danish  Minister  that  the  Governments  of  Belgium, 
Hanover,  Uolkmd»  Kaples,  Portugal,  and  Sardinia,  have  si^ified  their  inten- 
tion to  isflue  orders  in  conformity  with  those  given  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment  upon  this  subject :  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  hope  that  the  Danish 
<5overnmeiit,  which  to  its  hosKmr  was  one  of  the  first  to  declare  ileeif  against 
the  Slave  Trade,  will  not  be  behind-hand  on  the  present  oecasioa  in  taUi^  a 
itep  the  otigect  of  whkb  is  to  discottotenance  that  tratBc 

I  bave^&c 
Sir  H.  W.  W.  fFymm,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

9fc,        tfc.        Sfc 


No.  20. 
Sir  H.  W.  W.  Wynn  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Copenhagen^  August  19,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  August  24.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  thef  9th  inst.,  and  I  have  to  throw  myself  on  your  Lordship's  indul- 
gence if  I  delay  acting  on  the  instructions  therein  contained  respecting  Danish 
agents  holding  slaves  in  countries  where  slavery  is  still  allowed. 

I  am  convinced  that  a  second  application  on  the  subject  would  only  tend  to 
embarrass  the  Danish  Government,  without  any  probability,  or  even  possibility, 
of  the  desired  effect  being  attained.  It  is  only  doing  the  Danish  Gtivenmieat 
justice  to  say  that  they  have  unifonnly  acted  with  the  greatest  good  faith  ki 
everything  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade,  and  it  is  in  pursuance  of  the  same  line 
of  conduct  that  tney  now  decline  entering  into  engagements  which,  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  my  last  Despatch,  they  know  that  they  have  not  the  means 
of  enforcing,  even  if  they  could,  with  any  consistency,  attempt  to  do  so,  as  long 
as  His  Danish  Majesty  himself,  and  his  subjects  in  the  West  Indies,  are 
slave-owners;  and  tJuis  allow  to  themselves  what  it  is  proposed  to  prohibit  in 
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No.2L 
Viaetmnt  Palmerston  to  Sir  H.  JV.  W.  Wynn. 

S«>  Foreign  Office,  August  26,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  19th  instant,  stating  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  you  to  delay  acting  on  the  instructions  conveyed  to  yoti  m 
my  Despatch,  Slave  Trade  No.  5,  of  this  year's  series. 

But  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  the  Governments  of  Portugal,  the  Nether* 
lands,  and  Sweden,  have  signi6ed  their  intention  of  issuing,  to  their  agents  io 
slave-holding  countries,  orders  similar  to  those  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  requested  from  the  Governmet  of  Denmark,  And  each  of  those  Govern- 
ments is  in  the  same  position  as  Denmark,  with  respect  to  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  their  colonies. 

J  have,  therefore,  to  instruct  you  to  represent  this,  by  note,  to  the  Danish 
Government,  and  to  urge  it  in  the  terms  of  my  instructions  to  you,  in  my 
Despatch  abovementioned,  to  issue  the  orders  in  question. 

1  am,  &c. 
Sir  H.  TV.  W.  Wynn,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

o}c.        8fc.        Sfc. 


No.  22, 

Sir  H.  W.  JV.  fVynn  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Copenhagen^  September  9,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  September  13.) 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  conveyed  to  me  by  Lord  Palmer^ 
ston's  Despatch  of  the  9th  instant,  I  have  addressed  to  M.  de  Krabbe  a 
second  note  (of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy)  on  the  subject  of  the  employ** 
ment  of  slaves  by  Danish  agents  in  slave-  1  ding  countries.  From  a  conver- 
sation which  I  have  since  had  with  M.  de  Krabbe  I  cannot  flatter  myself  that 
it  will  have  much  effect,  or  that  his  Danish  Majesty  will  be  induced  to  alter 
the  view  he  has  taken  of  the  subject. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T.        (Signed)  H.  W.  WILLIAMS  WYNN. 

Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  22. 
Sir  H.  W.  W.  JVynn  to  M.  Krabbe  Carisiw. 

Copenhagen,  September  3,  1841. 

The  undersigned.  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  did  not  fail  to  transmit  to  his  Government  the  answer 
which  his  Excellency  M.  de  Krabbe  Carisius  returned  to  the  communication 
which  he  was  directed  to  make  respecting  the  employment  of  slaves  by  official 
agents  in  slave-holding  countries,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  regret  that 
it  is  not  of  a  more  satisfactory  nature.  He  has  now  been  instructed  to  state  in 
reply,  that  the  Governments  of  Belgium,  Hanover,  Naples,  Sardinia,  Portugal, 
Holland,  and  Sweden, — the  three  last  in  the  same  position  as  Denmark  with 
respect  to  the  existence  of  slavery  in  their  colonies, — have  issued  the  orders 
which  are  now  requested  of  Denmark.  Her  Majesty's  Government  trust  that 
His  Danish  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  reconsider  the  subject,  and  that,  acting 
on  the  same  principles  as  his  royal  predecessor,  who,  to  his  great  honour,  was 
the  first  to  declare  himself  against  the  Slave  Trade,  he  will  not  on  the  present 
occasion  be  behindhand  in  taking  a  step,  the  object  of  which  is  to  discounte- 
nance that  traffic. 
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The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  his  Excel* 
lency  M.  de  Krabbe  Carisius  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  H.  W.  W.  WYNN. 

His  Eivcettencf/  M.  de  Krabbe  Carisiw, 
Sfc.  Sf€.  S(c. 


No.  23, 

Sir  H.  JV.  W.  Wynn  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Copenhagen,  October  11,  1841. 
Mt  Lord,  {Received  October  20.) 

Ik  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  9th  ultimo,  I  have  now  the  honour 
to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  I  have  received  from  M.  de  Krabbe,  informing 
me  that  the  Danish  Government  have  acceded  to  the  request,  made  to  them 
by  that  of  Her  Majesty ;  and  that  orders  are  to  be  forthwith  sent,  forbidding 
Danish  Agents,  subjects  of  His  Danish  Majesty,  residing  in  countries  where 
slavery  is  still  legale  to  hold  slaves  themselves. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Emi  of  Aberdeen,  K.G.  (Signed)  H.  W.  W.  WYNN. 

Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  23. 
M.  Krabbe  Carisius  to  Sir  H.  W.  W.  Wynn. 

M.  L£  Chevauer, 

J'ai  mis  sous  les  yeux  du  Roi  la  note  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu 
m'adresser,  e.  d.  du  4  Septembre  de  Tannee  courante,  pour  inviter  le  Gouverne* 
ment  Danois  a  donner  a  ses  agens  diplomatiques  et  consulaires,  dans  les  pays 
oii  r^sclavage  existe,  des  instructions  pareilles  k  celles  qui  prescrivent  aux  agens 
diplomatiques  et  consulaires  Britanniques,  de  s'abstenir  de  louer  ou  d'employer 
des  esclaves,  ou  de  prendre  part  k  des  speculations  qui  se  rapporteraient  a  la 
possession  d'esclaves.  Le  Aoij  anim6  du  d^sir  de  cooperer  avec  Sa  Majesty 
Britannique  a  tout  ce  qui  pourrait  prevenir  la  Traite  des  N^gres,  sous  quelle 
forme  que  ce  soit,  m'a  en  consequence  charg^.  Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  de  vons 
annoncer,  que  des  instructions  absolument  pareilles  k  celles  adress6es  a  cet  ^gard, 
aux  agens  diplomatiques  ou  consulaires  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  seront  donn^es 
ii  tout  sujet  Danois,  accredite  pour  le  moment  ou  a  I'avenir,  dans  des  pays  oii 
Tesclavage  des  nSgres  a  une  existence  legale.  Je  saisis  avec  plaisir,  Monsieur 
le  Chevalier,  cette  occasion  pour  vous  reit^rer  I'assurance  de  ma  haute  con- 
sideration. 

Copenhague,  ce6  Octobre,  1841.  KRABBE  CARISIUS. 

A  Sir  Henry  IV.  }V.  tVynn,  Envoye  Extraordinaire  et 
Ministre  Flenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique. 


^(Translation.) 

Sir,  Copenhagen,  October  6,  1841. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  the  King  the  note  you  were  pleased  to  address  to 
me  on  the  4th  of  September  last,  inviting  the  Danish  Government  to  give  to 
its  diplomatic  and  consular  Agents  in  the  countries  where  slavery  exists,  in- 
structions similar  to  those  which  direct  British  consular  and  diplomatic  Agents 
to  abstain  from  hiring  or  employing  slaves,  or  from  engaging  in  speculations 
connected  with  the  possession  of  slaves.  The  King,  animated  by  the  desire  of 
co-operating  with  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  all  that  might  prevent  the  trade 
in  slaves,  under  any  form  whatsoever,  has  in  consequence  directed  me  to  ac* 
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quaint  you.  Sir,  iSiat  positite  instructions)  simikr  to  tfiose  addressed  <m  the 
subject  to  the  diptomatie  and  consular  agents  of  Great  Britain,  will  be  addressed' 
to  all  Danish  subjects,  accredited  now,  or  hereafter,  in  those  countries  where 
negn>  slavery  has  a  legal  existence. 

I  avail  myself  with  pleasvre. 

(Signed)  KRABBE  CARISIUS. 

Sir  Henry  W.  W.  fFynn^  Erwoy  ExtrtuntRnary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 


No.  24. 

•^  Tie  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  &r  H.  JVynn. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30, 1S4L 
Oireidar  semUng  Papers  j^esenied  i»  FmsiiamemL 
(SeeNaSL) 

No.  25. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Count  Bille  Brake. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  184L 

Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament 
(See  No.  10.) 

No.26- 

Count  Bille  Brake  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

A  Londres,  ce  l&  Novem^,  1841. 

Lb  Gfaanife  4*AfiSure8  de  Danemarck  a  llionneur  d'accuser  r£cepfi(Hi  k 
Sob  ExceUeooe  M.  ie  Consie  Aberdeen  d*un  exemplaire  d'une  Serle  de  rapiers 
aymnt  rapport  ^  la  Traile  des  N^res,  et  pi*esent^  aux  deux  Chambres  du  Parle* 
meat  pendant  la  session  demise.  U  prie  Son  Excellence  d^en  ^gr^  ses  remer* 
cknens. 


(Translation.) 

The  Charge  d'Affaires  of  Denmark  has  the  hononr  to  acknowledge  to  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  the  receipt  oi  a  Copy  of  a  Series  of  Papers  relative  to  the  Slave 
Trade,  presented  to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  during  the  last  session.  He 
begs  his  ExceUency  to  receive  his  thanks  for  the  same. 

No.  27. 

The  Earl  ^Aberdeen  to  Sir  JET.  fFynn. 

SiB,  Foreign  Office,  November  24,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  (tf  the  1 1th  ultimo,  enclosing  copy  of  a 
Note  from  M.  de  Krabbe,  stating  that  the  Danish  Government  are  about  to  pro* 
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M.  de  Krabbe  the  cordial  thanks  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  this  com- 
munication. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Sir  H.  W.  JK.  Wym^ 
ifc.  Sfc.  8fe. 

No.  28. 

The  Batl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  H,  TFjfnn. 

Fore^  Offidft  December  27,  1841 . 

OremlaT-fitr  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 
(See  No.  12.) 
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No.  29. 

Baron  Baurquenetf  to  Viscount  PaJmerHon. 
Mt  Loed,  Londres,  le  \T  Dieemhre  1840. 

Le  Gouveraement  da  Rot  vient  de  m'adre^^er  plusieurs  pieces  relatires 
i,  TafTaire  dubatiment  hi*' SenSgambie  :^  elles  contiennent, sur  les  operations  de 
recrutement  des  soldats  noirs  au  S^D^gal,  et  sur  le  regime  des  engoffcs^temps, 
les  renseignements  dont  Totre  Excellence  avaitdemand^  elle-meme  a  M.  Guizot 
la  communication. 

J'ai  Thonneur  d'envoyer  ces  divers  documens  a  votre  Excellence,  et  j*y  joins  en 
mSme  temps  la  lettre  du  Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangeres  qui  accompagnait 
leur  envoi. 

J'espire  qu'apris  avoir  pris  connaissance  de  ces  documens,  votre  Excellence 
sera  pleinement  convaincue  que  Texp^dition  de  la  ^'Senegambie*'  a  fctfc  soup^onnie 
injustement  de  couvrir  une  operation  illicite,  et  que  le  Gouvernenient  Anglais, 
qui  Ta  dkjk  implicitement  reconnu,  en  ordonnant  la  mise  en  liberty  de  T^uipage, 
nli^sitera  pas  k  accorder  au  Gouvernement  du  Roi  le  juste  compliment  d'une 
legitime  reparation. 

Je  prie  votre  Excellence  de  vouloir  bien  me  renvoyer  les  pieces  ci-jointes,  en 
me  fesant  connaitre  le  r6sultat  de  la  decision  qu'elle  aura  cru  devoir  prendre. 

Veuillez  agrier,  &c. 

(Signfe)        BOURQUENEY,    ' 
Son  Excellence  le  Ftcomte  Palmerstony  G.C.B., 
S^c.  4^c.  ^c. 


(Translation.) 
Mt  Lord, 

The  Government  of  the  King  has  just  transmitted  to  me  several  do- 
cuments relative  to  the  affair  of  the  vessel  "  SenSgambie.''  They  contain  the 
information,  the  communication  of  which  your  Excellency  himself  had  re- 
quested of  M.  Guizot,  as  to  the  systems  of  recruiting  black  soldiers  at  the  Sfe- 
n^gal,  and  on  the  treatment  of  the  engagSs-d-temps. 

I  have  the  honour  to  send  these  different  documents  to  your  Excellency,  and 
I  enclose,  at  the  same  time,  the  letter  of  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
which  accompanied  them. 

I  hope  that,  after  having  considered  these  documents,  your  Excellency  will 
be  fully  convinced  that  the  expedition  of  the  "  Senegambie**  has  been  unjustly 
suspected  of  covering  an  illicit  undertaking,  and  that  the  English  Government, 
which  has  already  impliedly  recognised  it  by  ordering  the  liberation  of  the 
vessel,  will  not  hesitate  to  grant  to  the  Government  of  the  King  the  just  com- 
plement of  a  lawful  compensation. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  be  so  kind  as  to  return  the  enclosed  documents 
when  communicating  to  me  the  result  of  the  decision  which  you  think  proper 
to  arrive  aU 

Accept,  &c. 
rSiimftd^  ROTTROTTTCIMFV 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 
Monsieur  Guizot  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 

Monsieur  le  Baron,  Paris,  le  3  Decembre,  1840. 

J'ai  l*honneur  de  vous  adresser  plusieurs  pieces  relatives  a  I'affaire  du 
b&tinient  la  ^^  Senigambie,''  saisi  et  coodamQ^  a  Sierra  Leone  comme  pr&venu 
d'avoir  fait  la  traite  des  noirs.  Ces  pieces  renferment  les  informations  que 
m'avait  demandfees  Lord  Palmerston,  lorsque  je  I'entretins  de  cette  affaire. 
La  premiere  de  ces  pieces  est  la  copie  d'une  lettre  adressfee  a  mon  prfedfecesseur 
par  M.  FAmiral  Roussin,  sous  la  date  du  16  du  mois  dernier,  et  contenantdes 
dfetails  circonstanci6s  sur  les  operations  de  recrutement  des  soldats  noirs,  qui 
ont  eu  lieu  precfedemment  au  Senegal.  Les  pieces  B  et  C  sont  des  copies  d'ar- 
retfes  en  vigueur  dans  la  colonic,  relativement  au  regime  des  engages ;  celles 
qui  portent  les  chiffres  3  et  4  sont  la  copie  d'un  des  engagemens  passes  a  Bissao 
et  un  extrait  de  la  matricule  des  engages- a- temps  de  Tetat  civil  de  Gor6e. 

Je  dois  ajouter  que  tout  en  justifiant  M.  le  Gouverneur  du  S6n6gal  pour  la 
reprise  de  Topferation  relative  au  rachat  d'esclaves,  operation  qui  a  amene  la 
saisie  de  la  '^  Senegambie,''  M.  I'Amiral  Roussin  avait,  dSs  le  2  Juillet  dernier, 
donng  a  ce  Gouverneur  Pordre  de  cesser  toute  operation  de  ce  genre  pour  le 
compte  du  Gouvemement,  et  de  n'en  permettre  aucune  pour  le  compte  des 
particuliers. 

Du  reste  il  rfesulte  des  informations  parvenuesau  Ministere  de  la  Marine  que 
f  Equipage  de  la  ^^Senegambie,*'  qui  avait  6tfe  condamnfe  par  la  Cour  de  Sierra 
Leone,  a  fet6  mis  en  liberte  et  est  arrive  a  Goree.  Lord  Palmerston  a  done  tenu 
la  promesse  qu'il  m'avait  faite :  mais  cette  disposition,  comme  le  faisait  observer 
M.  TAmiral  Roussin,  consiste  k  /aire  remise  aux  individus  condamn6s,  d'un 
emprisonnement  d'un  mois.  Si  le  Gouvemement  Anglais  reconnait  que  Texp^- 
dition  de  la  "  Senegambie,''  qui  portait  un  caractere  officiel,  et  qui  plac^e  sous 
la  garantie  d'un  traite  passe  au  nom  du  Gouvemement  du  Roi,etait  sauvegard^e 
par  les  expeditions  regulieres  existant  a  bord,  s'il  reconnait  que  cette  expedi- 
tion a  fet6  considerfee  a  tort  par  les  autorites  administratives  et  judiciaires  de 
Sierra  Leone  comme  destiuee  a  couvrir  uue  operation  illicite,  il  doit  pousser 
plus  loin  la  satisfaction  due  a  notre  pavilion  et  aux  interets  des  parties  lesees, 
en  blamant  hautement  ToflBcier  Anglais  qui  a  opere  I'arrestation,  en  dechargeant 
Tarmateur  du  navire  du  cautionnement  auquel  il  a  ct6  astreint  pour  obtenir  sa 
mise  en  liberte,  et  en  procurant  des  d^dommagemens  aux  propri^taires  et  arma- 
teurs  de  la  "  Senegambie.*' 

Je  vous  prie  de  vouloir  bien  insister  aupres  de  Lord  Palmerston  pour  qu'il 
fasse  droit  k  ces  justes  demandes,  dont  la  mise  en  liberte  de  T^quipage  de  la 
"  Sknegambie "  fait  reporter  lequit^,  puisque  cette  concession  est  un  aveu  im- 
plicite  de  Tinnocence  des  personnes  compromises  dans  cette  deplorable  affaire. 

Recevez,  Monsieur  le  Baron,  &c. 
Monsieur  le  Baron  de  Bourqueney^  (Signfe)         GUIZOT. 

8fc.  8fc.  ^c. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 
Admiral  Roussin  to  M.  Thiers. 
M.  LE  MiNiSTRE  ET  CHER  CoLLEGUB,  Paris,  le  16  Octobre^  1840. 

En  me  faisant  connaitre,  sous  la  date  du  13  Juillet  d<  ,'nier,  les  r^sultats 
d'une  conference  entre  M.  TAmbassadeur  duRoi  aLondrescr,  Lord  Palmerston, 
au  sujet  de  Taffaire  de  la  *'  Senigambie/*  vous  avez  signal^  a  mon  attention  le 
d&ir  exprime  par  M.  Guizot  de  recevoir  des  details  circonstancies  sur  les  op6ra- 
tions  de  recrutement  de  soldats  noirs,  qui  ont  eu  lieu  pr6cedemment  au 
Senegal. 

Ainsi  que  vous  Fa  deja  annonce  ma  lettre  du  30  Juin,  1840,  il  n  y  a  eu  an- 
terieurement  k  Tannee  derniere  qu'un  seul  recrutement  en  masse  de  soldats 
noirs  a  la  cote  occidentale  d'Afrique.  Ce  fait  remonte  a  182^,  epoque  a  la 
quelle  le  Gouvemement  avait  a  former  avec  promptitude  deux  compagnies 
noires  destinees  a  6tre  employees  dans  nnc  cxpedition-a  Madagascar.     Deux 

Class  C.  D  ^ 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


18  branch: 

batimens  de  commerce  furcnt.envoyes  par  le  Gauverneur  du  Senegal,  sous 
Fescorte  d'un  batiment  de  la  station,  pour  racheter  dans  Tarchipel  des  Bissagos 
200  captifs,  qui  fureat  attsuite.  em^eg^tBeutes  &  Gaiiee  avec  engagement  de  14 
annees,  et  transportes  a  Bourbon  a  bord  de  la  corvette  de  guerre  la  *^  Meuse^ 
Dep€ik  lorff,  ea  1631,  une  oompagnie  de  110  soldats  noirs,  eoRwismd^s  par  ua 
oiBd£retplusieur.ssau&-officiers  £arofpeens«.a.&te  eavoyee  du  Senegal  a  Cay enne 
sur  le  brick  de  Tfetat  Ic  *'  Lanoier.''  Cette  compagnie  se  oonoposait  concurre- 
ment  d'hommes^ppartenaat  deja  a  la  garnisen  du  Senegal  et  de  captifs  rachet6a» 
UB  kun,  au  Seaegal  m&me.     Un  second  transport  de  meme  nature  a  eik  fait 

far  la  corvette  de  charge  la/*  Loire,'  qui  a  de  barque  a  Cayenne,  en  Aoiit, 
836,  an  suppl^ient  de  garnisoa  de  40  soldats  noirs,  4galement  recrutes  indi- 
viduellement  au  S^negaL  Dans  ces  diffarentes  ctrcoustances,  les  mesures 
prises  quant  au  traitetnent  des  noirs^  soit  a  Goree,  soit  pendant  le  transport* 
n'ont  point  diSerk  de  celleaqui  sent  ordinairement  usit^es  a  regard  des  garni- 
sons  Europ&ennes,  qui  existent  ou  qui  son t  envoy ees  dans  udos  colonies.  Ces 
operations  que  le  Gouvernement  n*avait  point  recoromand^  de  dissioauler,  n'ont 
pu  ^happer  a  k  connaissance  d^s  autorites  Anglaises  a  la  cote  d'Afrique ;  il 
est  remarquable.q^n'alors  ces.auJtorit6s  n!ontpasprovoqu6  meme  des* explications 
a.cet  egard. 

J'ai  cru  pouvx^ir  atteadre.  pour  vons  donner  oes  informations^  la  reponse 
quavait  a  me  faire  M.  le  Goavemeur  da  Senjfegal,  par  suite  des  observations 
que  je  lui  ai  adressfees  au  sujet  de  TafFaire  de  la  *'  SenSgambie'*  Cette  r6ponse, 
vient  de  me  parvenir,  et  je  m'empresse  de  vous  en  transmettre  copie.  Vous- 
jugerez  sans  doute  utile  de  la  communiquer  a  M.  I'Ambassadeur  de  France  i 
tfOndres^  avec  mes  depeches  des  30  Juin  et  2  Juillet*  Ces  documens  achStre- 
ront  de  mettre  M.  Guizot  a  port6e  de  repousser,  sur  tons  les  points,  les  allega- 
tioB6  des  agens  Anglais,  trap  facilement  accueillies  par  le  GouverneoaeBt 
Biitannique.  Pour  completer  les  pieces  a  consulter,  je  crois.  devoir  annexer  a 
la  letti'e  de  M.  le  Gouvemeurdu  S6n6gal  une  copie  des  arretes  en  vigpeur  dans 
la  colonic  relativement  au  regime  des  engages.  Mais  en  voSdm^  temps^  je  dois,, 
Mi.  le  Ministre  et  cher  collegtue^insisiter  sur  c^  que  j'ai  d6ja  dit  dans  ma  corxe- 
apondance  ant^rieure,.  et  r6peter  que  nous  deplacerions  la  question  en  la  traitant 
avec  le  Geuvernement  Anglais  sous  le  point  de  vue  du  plus  ou  moins  de  l^giti- 
mitede  Top^ration  a.  la  quelle  Isl  ^^  S6n^gambie ''  fetait  employee  par  le  Gbu- 
Tcmeur  du;  S6n6gal.  Si  le  Gouvernement  Franjai^  croit  devoir  prendre  en 
consideration  les  observations  du  Cabinet  de  Londres,  il  pent  s*engager  a: 
modifier  pour  I'avenir  ses  moyens  de  recrutement  des  troupes  noires  destinies 
aux  garnisons  et  au  service  des  colonies ;  mais  le  role  des  agens  Anglais  devait 
ae  borner  a  provoquer  ces  observations  de  la  part  du  Gouvernement;  la  saisie 
prealable  de  la  **  Senegambie^^  au  mipris  der  la  licence  dellvr^e  par  des  autoritfes. 
Fran^aises^  et  dont  ce  batiment  etait  porteur,  est  une  insulte  premedit^e,  qui^  a. 
defaul  de  reparation  suffisante,  rejaillirait  sur  le  pavilion  Fran5ais. 

Lord  Palmerston  a  reconnu  Tirr^gularite  et  la  violence  m^me  des  faits  qui- 
lui  ont  6te  signales  par  M.  I'Ambassadeur  de  France,  Quelle  est  cependant  la 
reparation  offerte  jusqu'a  present  par  ce  ministre!  Ne  se  borne  telle  pas  a 
une  disposition  d'indulgence  en  taveur  des  armateurs  et  de  Tequipage  du  navire 
saisi,  indulgence  que  nous  ne  pourrions  acceptej  sans  rcconnaitre  la  r^gularite 
de  ce  qui  s'est  pass6,  et  qui  serait  d'ailleurs  elle  mSme  tout  a  fait  derisoire. 
£n  efFet  elle  consisterait  k.  faire  remise  aux  icbdividus  condamnes  a  Sierra 
Leone  d'un  emprisonnement  d'un  mois,  peine  qu'ils  ont  du  subir  immfediate- 
ment  apres  la  condamnatton.    Lord  Palmcpston  we  parienullement,  ni  de  blamer 

Fubliquemeut  I'officier  Angjais  coupable  de  Tarrestation,  ni  de  d6charger 
armateur  du  navire  du  cautionnement  auquel  il  a  ete  astreint  pour  obtenir  sa 
mise  en  liberty.  On  ne  dit  rten  deft  donimagesy  intec^ts  considerables  que 
radrainistration  du  Senegal  est  exposoe  a  payer  par  suite  de  la  prise  a  partie 
des  interesees ;  et  il  n'est  fsit  aucune  mention  des  d^dommagemeos  dus  an 
subrecargue  de  la  fifodlette  poor  les  indienes  traitemens  qu'il  a  subi  a  Sierra 
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ISurd  £ftdosiire  in  .No.  29. 
Piece  No.  3^  joints  d'la  Uttre  du  Gotcvemeur  "du  SSnSgdl, du  9  Jloilt/ 1840. 

Skvtrait  des  Mimutes  de  VEtat  Civil  de  G^rie^ 

Pardeyant  nousy  Louis  Fraa^oia JV4pfaonse  Thiesse,  .greffier  remplissant 
les  fonctians  deitotaire  et  ceUe  d'officier  de  T^tat  civil  k  la  residence  de  Itle  de 
Gorfee,en  presence  des  temoins  ci-apr^s  nomm6s  et  aussi  soussignfes: 

Aujourd'hui,  21  Janvier,  1840,  est  comparu  M.  Merbeau,  armateur  de  la 
goelette  la  "  SSneffsmbie^  du  Sfeiifegal,  actuellefnent  siir  rade  de  cette  ile; 
leq«iei  ditsieor  comparant,<50irfornifementau  troisi^me  paragraphe  de  TArticle  3 
de  TarrSt^  local  sur  le  regime  des  engages  k  temps,  en  date  du  26  Septembre, 
1823,  nous  a  depose,  pour  demeurer  joints  et  annexfes  k  nos  minutes,  soixante- 
trois  actes  d'affranchisenoens  cenditionnels  <le  soixafite-trois  n^gres  d6nomm6s 
et  qualifies  aux  dits  actes,  rachetes  ce  mois-ci  de  divers  de  Bissao  (bas  de  la 
cole)  par  lui  moyennant  325  francs  cbaquCr  etaffiraachis  conditioBnellemeiit  6ur 
le  lieu  meme  par  M.  de  Coumet,  Enseigne  de  Vaisseau,  commandant  la 
goelette  de  Tetat  la  "Cip«fe,"  &i€ct4e  asu  servdee  de  cette  colonic,  en  vertu 
des  pouvoirs  qui  lui  ont  Itfe  delfegues  a  cet  eflTet  par  M.  le  Gouverneur  du 
Sfenfegal  et  dependances ;  les  dits  rachats  et  affranchissemens  faits  a  charge  par 
cbacuD  des  dits  n^gres  de  rester  au  service  du  Gouv^rneoQent  Fran^ais  pendant 
Tespace  de  quatorze  ann^e^  entieces^t  x:Ansecutives,.  a  compter  du  jour  de  leur 
affranchissement. 

En  cons^uence,  toon  dit  sieur  Marbeau^yaiit  introduit  en  cette  ile  ce  jour- 
d'bui  les  dits  soixainte-trois  n^gres  k  Veffet  ci-dessus  ap^ctfi^,  nous  avous  re^u 
en  d6pot  et  annex^  mo  piieseot  les  dftssoixaate^lroifr^ctes  de  leur  afiranchisse- 
ment  conditionnel^  en  primata  et  duplicata,  dat^s  de  ^alous  en  rade  de  Bissao, 
des  deux,  trois,  quinze,  et  seize  de  ce  mois,  nufn^rotes  de  un  a  soitvante'trois, 
dAment  dress6s  ctsignesipar  mon  dit  sieur  A.  Cournet  en  sa  dite  qualitfe,  et 
16galia6s>€e^ourd'hui  par  M.  le  Commandant  particulier  de  cette  ile. 

Dont  acte,  fait  et  pass6  en  double  minute  au  gieffe  de  Tile  de  Gioree,  les  dits 
jour,  mois,  et  an,  en  presence  des  Sieurs  John  Ware,  huissier,  et  Francois  Bou- 
cher, propriitaire,  tons  deuxideaneurMKtjen  la  dhe  Sk  de  Gor^e,  t^oins,  qui 
ont  sig«e  avcc  inon  dit  Sieur  Marbeaii,)Ct:iM>u6,.greffier,  apres  lecture  faite. 

La  minute  signfee — J.  Marbemi,  J.  Ware,  F-  Boueber,  et  ThieaBC,  greffier. 

Suit  la  teneur  du  premier  des.  dits  «oixante-trois  affmachtssemens  deposfo  et 
annexes  au  dit  acte. 

Senigal  et  I^pendances. 

Janvier,  1840.  No.  1.  Primata. — L'Enseigne  de  Vaisseau  soussignfe,  com- 
mandant la  goelette  de  F6tat  la  •"  Cigale/*  en  vertu  de  Fairtorisation  donnte  par 
M.  le  Gouverneur  du  S6n6gal  el  depeiidances,  certifiotis  avoir  affranchi  de  teute 
servitude  par  le  prfesent  actele  nommfe  Tamba,  agfe^de  18afns,fiatif  de  Trnt^rieur, 
taiUe  il'un  m^e  soixant  centimetres,  rachet6  du  nomm^  Salefous  pour  la  aomme 
de  325  francs,  suivant  march6  pass6  ce  jour  par  M.  Marbeau,  avec  le  dit  nomm^ 
Salefous,  afin  que  le  dit  aifranchi,  qui  nous  ^a  ktk  present^,  et  que  nous  avons 
reconnu  propre  au  service  militaire,  auquel  il  est  destin^,  puisse  jouir  de  sa  pleine 
et  entiere  lifaerte  apres  s'ifetre  engag^  a  scrvir  le  Gouvernement  Fran^ais,  en 
qualite  de  pionnier,  pendant  I'espace  de  quatorze  ann^es  consecutives,  qui  com- 
menceront  aujourd'hui,  2  Janvier,  1840.  Nous  avons  donnfe  au  dit  n^gre  Tamba, 
apres  i'avoir  fait  traduire  dans  sa  laogue,  lecture  de  I'Article  12  de  Tarr^te  du 
13  Mars,  1827,  sur  le  regime  des  engages  a  temps. 

Fait  a  bord  de  la  '*  Cigale,''  rade  de  Nalous,  ce  2  Janvier,  1840. 

L'Enseigne  de  Vaisseau,  Commandant. 

(6ign4)  A.  COURNET. 

Ensuite  est  6crit, — 

Vu,  pour  legalisation  par  nous,  Commandant  particulier  de  File  de  Gor6e,  ce 
21  Janvier,  1840. 

(Sign^)  H.  DAGQRNE. 

Pour  expedition  certifiee,  conforme  ^  la  minute  et  kla  premiere  de  ses  annexes, 
^iHftrrke  a  Al.  le  Commandant  particulier  de  Tile  de  Gor6e,  ^de  «i  requisitnn, 
par^Bons,  gRtffier^  »ofiioier  de  I'etat  civil  de  la  dite  ile,  soussi^m^. 

Goree,  le  5  AoUt,  1840.  (Signfe)  THIESSE,  Grejfier. 
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Vu,  pour  Ifegalisation  de  la  signature  ci-dessus  dc  M.  Thiesse,  greffier,  officier 
de  Tetat  civil  en  Tile  de  Goree,  par  nous,  Commandant  particulier.  President  du 
Tribunal  de  Premiere  Instance  de  la  dite  ile 

Chrie,  le  5  Ao<it,  1840.  (Sign6)  H.  DAGORNE. 

Vu,  le  Capitaine  de  Vaisseau,  Gouvemeur. 

(Sign^)  CHARMASSON. 

Pour  copie  conforrae. 

Le  Conseiller  d'Etat  Directeur  des  Colonies. 

(Signc)  ST.  HILAIRE. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No,  29. 

Pikce  No.  ^fjointe  d  la  lettre  du  Oouverneur  da  Sen6galj  du  9  AoHit^  1840. 

Senegal  et  Dependances. 

He  de  Gor4e.    An  184^. 

Extrait  du  RSgistre  Matricule  des  Engages  d  temps  du  Ressort  de  VEtat  Civil 

de  Goree  J  'pendant  Vannee  1840. 


N09. 

d'Ordre, 


Noms 

del 

Engages. 


Leur 
Sexe. 


Leur 
Age. 


lieux 
oiiils 
sont 


Noms  et 
Domiciles 

des 
Engagistes. 


Dates 
des 
Engage- 
ments. 


Dates 

et  Nos. 
des  Actes 
y  lelatifs. 


Tempi 

des 

Engage- 

mens. 


Mutations 
et  Obserrations  diTersefl. 


518 


Tamba. 


Ma8cu-|18  ans. 
line. 


Gor6e. 


Marbeau 
N6gociant 
i  St.  Louis. 


2  Janvier, 
1840. 


21  Janvier, 
1840. 
No.  2. 


Hani. 


Deatin6  an  service  mili- 
taire  de  pionnier  a  Cay- 
enne :  embarqu4  pour 
Cayenne  sur  la  corvette 
de  raat  la  «  Caravanne," 
le  8  Juin,  1840. 


Pour  extrait  conforme  du  Registre  original  de  I'Etat  Civil  de  Tile  de  Gorfee, 
et  dfelivrfe  a  M.  le  Commandant  particulier  de  la  dite  ile,  de  sa  requisition, 
par  nous,  grefl&er,  officier  de  TEtat  Civil,  soussign6. 

Goreey  le  5  AoUt,  1840.  (Signfe)  THIESSE,  Gre^r. 

Vu,  le  Gouverneur  du  Sfen6gal  et  Dfependances. 
(Signfe)  CHARMASSON. 

Vu,  pour  legalisation  de  la  signature  ci-dessus  de  M.  Thiesse,  greffier, 
officier  de  lEtat  Civil  en  Tile  de  Goree,  par  nous,  Commandant  particulier. 
President  du  Tribunal  de  Premiere  Instance  de  ila  dite  le: 

Gorke,  le  5  Aofit,  1840.  (Signfe)  H.  DAGORNE. 

Pour  copie  conforme, 
Le  Conseiller  d'Etat,  Directeur  des  Colonies. 
(Sign6)  ST.  HILAIRE. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 

Arritk  concernant  le  R4gime  des  Engages  &  temps ,  rendu  au  Senegal  le 

28  Septembre,  1823. 

Nous,  Commandant  et  Administrateur  du  Senegal  et  Dfependances: 
AprSs  qu'il  en  a  fet6  dfelibere  en  Conseil  de  Gouvernement  et  d' Administration, 
dans  ses  Stances  du  24  et  26  Septembre,  1823  ; 

Vu  la  loi  du  2  Avril,  1818,  et  les  ordres  qui  nous  ont  et6  transmis; 

Nous  avons  arrete  et  arretons  ce  qui  suit,  pour  etre  execute  provisoirement, 
sauf  Tapprobation  de  Son  Excellence  le  Ministre  de  la  Marine  et  des  Colonies: 

Article  1. 

It^ratives  defenses  sont  faites  d'introduire  de  nouveaux  captifs  k  St.  Louis,  Jl 
Gorfee,  dans  lespostes  et  sur  les  etablissemens  de  culture  qui  dependent  du 
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Tout  individu  qui  y  sera  introduit  comme  captif  sera  saisi  et  einployfe,  au 
titre  d'engage  a  temps,  pour  le  compte  du  Gouveraement. 

Article  2. 

Ne  sont  pas  compris  dans  la  prohibition  ci-dessus  les  captifs  maintenant 
existant  sur  le  continent  de  TAfrique  qui  auront  fetfe  rachet^s  de  Tesclavage  et 
engages  pour  un  temps  limits ;  le  tout  dans  les  formes  et  aux  conditions  ci- 
apr^  expliquees. 

Article  3. 

Les  captifs  devront  etre  afFranchis  au  moment  du  rachat.  L'acte  d'affran- 
chissement  sera  fait  dans  le  pays  non  soumis  a  Tadministration  Fran^aise,  par  acte 
sous  seing  privfe,  vise  par  le  commandant  du  premier  poste  par  lequel  passera 
Fengage  a  temps,  dans  les  postes  et  sur  les  etablissemens  voisons,  par  Temployfe 
charg6  du  service  administratif,  comme  faisant  fonctions  d'officier  de  l'6tat 
civil,  ou,  s'il  n'y  en  a  pas,  devant  le  chef  du  poste ;  k  St.  Louis,  et  a  Gor^e, 
devant  les  greffiers. 

II  en  sera,  dans  tous  les  cas,  dresse  double  minute,  et  le  depot  en  sera  fait  au 
grefFe,  sous  les  peines  portfees  par  TArticle  1.  Le  double  sera  envoyfe  en  France 
comme  doivent  y  etre  envoyfes  les  doubles  des  actes  de  1  etat  civil. 

Article  4. 

L'acte  d'afFranchissement  indiquera  les  noms  du  captif  rachete,  son  sexe,  son 
age,  au  moins  approximativement,  sa  taille,  son  signalement,  et  les  principales 
marques  corporelles  qui  pourraient  aider  a  le  faire  connattre.  II  fenoncera  en 
outre  les  noms  et  les  pavs  du  vendeur  et  de  celui  qui  op^re  le  rachat,  le  lieu,  la 
date,  et  le  prix  du  marcnfe,  et  la  durfee  de  I'engagement. 

Article  5. 

L'afFranchissement  sera  pur  et  simple  et  irrevocable:  cependant  il  pourra 
contenir  la  condition  que  I'aiFranchi  restcra,  comme  engaghj  au  service  de  celui 
qui  Taura  rachet^  ou  de  ses  ayant  droits ;  mais  la  dur^e  de  I'engagement  ne 
pourra  excfeder  14  annfees. 

Article  6. 

En  cas  de  desertion,  tout  le  temps  qu'aura  dure  Tabsence  de  Tengagfe  ne  sera 
pas  comptfe  dans  les  14  annfees  de  Tengagement,  pourvu  que  la  durfee  de  cette 
absence  ait  ^t6  juridiquement  constat^es. 

Article  7. 

Tout  enfant  qui  naitra  d'une  n^gresse  engag^e  a  temps  sera  libre  en  naissant, 
lors  mSme  qu'il  aurait  kik  con^u  anterieurement  k  Taffranchissement. 

L'engagiste  sera  tenu  de  nourrir  et  d*61ever  Tenfant,  qui  lui  devra  son  temps 
et  le  travail  dont  il  sera  capable,  jusqu'a  ce  qu'il  ait  fetfe  atteint  Tage  de  vingt- 
un  ans  accomplis,  en  indemnite  des  soins  qu'il  aura  re^us  pendant  son  enfance, 
jusqu'au  moment  oii  il  aura  pu  se  rendre  utile.  Cependant  il  sera  toujours 
facultatif  a  la  mere  et  aux  parens  de  I'enfant  de  traiter  a  I'amiable  avec  Pen- 
gagiste  pour  la  liberation  actuelle  de  cet  enfant.  Cette  liberation  pourra  mdme 
Itre  exigfee  en  justice,  moyennant  indemnity  suffisante,  proportionn^e  au  temps 
pendant  lequel  Penfant  aura  kxk  a  la  charge  de  Pengagiste,  laquelle  indemnite 
pourra  etre  arbitr^e  par  le  tribunal. 

Article  8. 

L'engag6  devra  etre  traite  avec  humanite  et  douceur ;  on  devra  pourvoir 
d*une  maniere  convenable  a  cequ'il  soit  v6tu,  nourri,  et  soignfe  en  cas  de  maladie. 
Ses  plaintes,  s'il  en  est  k  former,  pourront  etre  portes  par  lui  a  tout  fonction- 
naire  public,  qui  sera  tenu  de  les  faire  parvenir  aussitot  au  Prfesidn  t  duTribu- 
nal,  soit  a  St.  Louis,  soit  k  Gor^e. 

Article  9. 

S'il  est  reconnu  que  la  plainte  est  fondfee,  un  jugement  du  tribunal  mettra 
I'engagfe  hors  du  pouvoir  de  Tengagiste,  et  forcera  celui-ci  a  cfeder  ses  droits  k 
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Tcmt«  pnotectirm  est  assiiP6e  auac  engegistes  ^i  cninrat  iiujet  iie  ptaiittes 
centre  leurs  engages. 

Article  10. 
Aumoias  line  fois  par  an,  des  coniniis^air^s  que  d^liguera,  4  cet  effet,  le 
conMaafidant  et  adiniaistrateur,  se  feront  repr^seaterchaque  engag^,  s'assureront 
de  sa  pr6seace,  recevront  sesplakrtes,  s'il  y  a  lieu,  et  veilleront  a  ce  qu'il  soit 
reguli^rement  libfer^  a  I'expiration  de  son  engagement. 

Article  11. 

Sous  la  surveillance  des  Presidents  des  Tribunaire,  de  Premiere.  Instance, 
tuteurs  n6s  des  engages  a  temps,  il  sera  tenu  au  greffe  de  St.  Louis  pour  ley 
engages  qui  seront  dans  eette  villc  et  dans  ses  dependances,  ct  au  greffe  de 
Goree  pour  cenx  qui  se  trouveront  dans  le  ressort  de  cette  lie,  un  registre  ina- 
tricule  de  tous  les  engages  h  temps ;  ce  registre  contiendra  indication  du^nom, 
du  sexe,  de  Tage  de  Tengage,  du  lieu  oil  il  est  place,  du  nom  de  Tengagiste,  de 
la  date  et  du  terme  de  I'engagement. 

Article  12. 

Toute  mutation  survenne  dans  Tfetat  de  Peng^ge,  par  cession,  iib^tron 
definitive,  dfesertion,  ou  autrement,  devra  etre  dfeclarfee  par  I'engagiste  dans  la 
quinzaine  de  I'ev^nement,  savoir,  h,  St.  Louis  ou  k  Goree  au  greffe,  etpartout 
ailleursau  charge  du  service  administratif,  oa,  s'il  n'y  en  a  pas,  au  chef  du 
poste  le  plus  voisin,  ^sous  peine  d'uoe  amende  de  25f.  a  lOOf,  pour  chaque 
contravention. 

Article  13. 

L*6tat  civil  des  negres  engages  sera  teiui  de  meme  que  celui  des  Europeans, 
e'est  a  dire,  qu'il  sera  dress^  reguli^rement,  pour  ce  qui  les  concerne,  des  actes 
de  naissaoice  et  de  d6cSs. 

Les  declaratiorts  devront  etre  ftiites^en  eons^uence  par  tea  cngagidtes,  dand 
les  24  heureg,  sous  peine  de  I'amende  porfee  en  Tarticle  prfecfedent. 

Article  14. 
L*engage  conservera  pour  son  compte  tout  ce  qu'il  gagnera  par  ses  Economies 
et  son  travail  particulier,  sans  nuire  au  travail  qu'il  doit  k  Tengagiste.     A  la  fin 
de  I'engagement  ce  qu'il  aura  acquis  ainsi  ne  pourra  etre  retenu. 

Public  k  St.  Louis,  le  28  Septembre,  I82S. 

CSign6)  RUGER. 

Pout  copie  con  forme,  le  ConseiHer  d'Etat,  Directeur  des  Colonies. 

(Signfe)  ST.  HILAIRE. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 


Copie  (Ttm  ArrSie  rendu  le  13  Mars,  1827^  par  le  Commandant  et  Admnistratmr 
du  Senegal,  au  sujet  des  EngngSs  a  temps. 

Nous,  Commandant  et  Administrateur  du  Sfenegal  et  dependances:  Vu  nos 
rfeglemens  du  28  Septembre,  1823,  et  31  Decetnbre,  1825,  approuvgs  par  Son 
Excellence  le  Minrstre  de  la  'Marine  et  des  Colonies  ; 

Consitterant  que  ces  rfeglemens,  en  ce  qui  concerne  les  declarations  des  muta- 
tions survenues  parmi  les  engages  d  temps  et  les  actes  de  leur  etat  civil,  ne 
re^oivent  pas  une  complete  execution,  qu'il  importe  de  reprimer  les  abas  qui  se 
sont  introduits  dans  cette  partie,  et  de  prerenir  ceux  qui  pourraient  naitre  par 
la  suite ; 

Vaalant  cependant  user  d^indulgence  pour  cette  fois  envers  les  contrare- 
nants,  qui  s'empresseraient  de  remplir  autant  que  possible,  pour  le  pass6,  les  fior- 
nnaht^s  pr6scrites; 

Apr^s  avoir  pria  Tavis  du  Comseil  <Au  GknivcmeBTent  et  d' Administration  dans 
SC8  Stances  des  10  et  13  Mars,  1827 ; 

Avons  arr&te  et  arretons  ce  qui  suit,  sau<f  I'approbation  de  Son.  Exc^leaoee  le 
Ministre  de  la  Marine  et  des  Colonies. 
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Article  1. 
11  sera  ftttunetMMtvelle  publication  dit  Hfeglemcnt  dii  2B 'SepteBibi'e^  1898, 
sur  le  regime  des  engages  k  terns,  et  de  ^Article  7  du  Rfegkmenl  <iti  31  I>^ 
cembre,  182©,  sur  la^ternae  des  r^gistres  de  l^at  ci-Tt},  en  mdiBe  temps  qu«  du 
pfe  senrt  arr^tfe. 

Article  2. 

Dans  les  quinze  jours  qui  suivent  cette  publication  les  possesseurs  de  negres 
ou  nfigresses,  engages  a  tems,  en  retard  de  remplir  cette  formality,  devront  faire 
au  gveffe  k  St.  Louis  et  ^  Gorfee,  et  partout  ailieurs  am  cbarg6  du  service 
adnarinistratif,  la  d&rlaration  de  toute  miitatioa  survcnue  dans  I'^tat  de  cbaque 
engag6  depuis  son  acte  d'engagement,  par  cession,  UbSrationdSfimtive,  diserthfty 
ou*  antECioent. 

Cette  mutation  sera  annotfee  sur  le  registre  et  signfee  tant  du  declarant  que  du 
dfepositaire  du  registre. 

Article  3; 

Pasa6  KX^  delai,  les  commissaires  que  nous  del^guerons  a  cet  effet  v6rifieront 
les  declarations  qui  auront  6t6  faites,  se  feront  reprfesenter  les  engages  a  tems,  et 
signaleront  les  captraventJQns  x^u'ils  nr/^Smnf  r#>^ayqn^r  les  quelles  seront  aus- 
sitot  d^ferees  aux  tribunaux  charges  d'appliquer  les  peines  prononcfes  par  les 
r^glemens. 

Article  4. 

En  cas  de  desertion  pr6tendue»  la  preu^v^  en  pourra  etre  fait  comme  il  est  dit 
dans  I'article  suivant  pour  les  cas  de  d^c^s. 

Article  b. 

Ceuz  qui  n'auronjk  pas  fait,  dans  le  d^lai  16gal,  la  declaration  des  deces  sur- 
venues  parmi  leurs  engages^  seront  admis,  dans  les  quinze  jours  de  la  publication 
du  prteent,  k  faire  pre^tve  de  ces-  ^lkd^%  devairt  le  maipe;  ou  devant  le  chef  de 
€a»tan,  sur  la  deposTtiea  de  quatret6QK)in8  majeinis,  kbree,  el  <}oHncilies  dans  la 
eoloine.  Cesactes  de  noton^te-seront^oufBisa  l'&9oaok>gation  du  tribixnal  qui 
de^ra  v^ri'fier  si  les  preuves  sont  suffisantos. 

LeeK  possesseurs  quiferoat;  dans  le^iielai  ciMlessus  fix6,  des  <16elaTatiOBS  de 
naissanees,  seront  relev^  de  rai»cfl<le  portfee  par  ^Article  13  du  reglement  du 
36  Septembre  1823; 

Article  6*. 

Ijcs  articles  qui  prfecfedenl  ne  s'appliqueront  pas  a  des  faits  postferieurs  ^  la 
d^te  du  present  arrSt^^  pour  lesquels  les  dispositions  gen^rales  recevront  leur 
rigoureuse  execution. 

Article  7. 

A  cmnpte  de  la  pubUcatioa  dju  pr^seot  arrati^,  tout  engagirte  qui  refu^era  ou 
^^  searadaus  rimpoasibiUti^.  de  refu^settter  uQ^ng^e  qn'il  aura  eu  a  sa  dispo^ 
fiitton^  sans  jnatifier  l^gptlenent  de  sottd^eda  oude  sa  di^sevtion^ou  de  la  cesskoa 
ifi^W  on  aura  faites  8era.(K)Qdaffiii6  ^.uioe  amende  deSOOf^  qui  ea  cas  de  non* 
paiement  pourra  Stre  commute  en  un  emprisonnement  de  huit  jours  k  deu^ 
wudsy.  ainai  qu'E^em  fixi.  par  le  jugeneot  4e  CQ&dainwiatioj^' 

Article  8. 

Quicomjue  aura  fait  une  d^laration  £iusse^  dans  riatention  de  faire  perdxe 
a  un  engage  les  droits  qui  r^suiteut  de  acta  acte  d^engjigfiment, ,  aera  pum  coomxe 
il  est  dit  daua  I'article,  ci-^dessua. 

Article.  9. 

n  est  expi^ss^ment  d^fendu  aux*  engagistes  de  veudre  des  engages  a  des 
MraBgers^  e'est  a  dire  a  toute  personse  i^n  domicilii  au  mains  depuis  deux 
aos  dai»s  les  villes  ou  ^tablissemens  dependant  de  la  eolonie.  Toute  contraven- 
tion sera  passible  <lespeifies  portftes  par  T  Article  7. 

Sent  exempts  les  £urop6ens  s'^tablissant  au  Sin6gal,  les  quels  seront  tenus 
de  donner,  peadant  les  deux  premi^pes  ann^ea  de  leur  s^JQur,  caution  pour 
Pex6e«tion  dti  r^lement  par  aimple  mentioa  sw  le  registre  matricule. 

Article  10. 

L'engagiste  perdra,  mi  outre,  aes  droits  auor  Teagag^.  a;tenfui  qtt'ii  anra  veadu 
eomme  xraptif^  ou  aans.&ire  connatooe  sp6eiakaieiit  Jtti  qnati^rd.  engage. 
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II  en  sera  de  m^nie  pour  le  cas  oil  leg  declarations  et  justifications  n'auront 
pas  ktk  faites  dans  le  d^lai  fix^  par  ie  present  arr^te^  et  ensuite  dans  les  d^lais 
du  rfeglement  de  1823. 

Dans  ces  divers  cas,  Pengagfe  sera  sequestr6 ;  il  sera  employ^  pour  le  compte 
du  gouvernement,  qui  lui  fera  remise  de  la  moiti6  du  temps  qui  restera  a  courir 
sur  la  duree  de  son  engagement. 

Article  11. 

Les  engages  a  temps  seront  admis  k  faire  les  declarations  ou  les  reclamations 
quMIs  jugeront  dans  leur  interety  et  auxquels  le  ministere  public  devra  donner 
suite  inimediatement. 

Saint  Louis,  le  13  Mars,  1827.  (Signfe)         BON.  ROGER. 

Pour  copie  conforme,  le  Conseiller  d*Etat,  Directeur  des  Colonies, 

(Signed)        ST.  HILAIRE. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 
(Translation.) 
M.  Guizot  to  Baron  de  Bourqueney. 

M.  Le  Baron,  Paris,  Dec.  2,  1840. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  several  documents  relating  to  the 
affair  of  the  vessel  the  "  Senigambie/*  seized  and  condemned  at  Sierra  Leone 
on  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade.  These  documents  contain 
the  information  that  Lord  Palmerston  asked  from  me  when  I  was  in  commu- 
nication with  him  upon  this  affair.  The  first  of  these  documents  is  the  copy  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  my  predecessor  by  Admiral  Roussin,  under  date  of  the 
16th  ultimo,  and  containing  certified  details  on  the  system  of  the  recruiting  of 
black  soldiers,  which  formerly  took  place  at  the  Senegal.  The  documents  B 
and  C  are  copies  of  Decrees  in  force  in  the  colony,  relating  to  the  treatment  of 
the  engages ;  those  which  bear  the  Nos.  3  and  4  are  a  Copy  of  one  of  the 
engagements  made  at  Bissao,  and  an  Extract  from  the  register  of  the  engages 
d  temps  of  the  civil  state  of  Gorfee. 

I  ought  to  add,  that  Admiral  Roussin,  while  justifying  the  Governor  of 
Senegal  for  the  renewal  of  the  operation  relative  to  the  purchase  of  slaves — an 
operation  which  caused  the  seizure  of  the  "  Senegambie,'  had,  on  the  2nd  of  July 
last,  given  orders  to  this  Governor  to  cease  from  every  operation  of  this  kind 
on  account  of  the  Government,  and  not  to  permit  any  on  account  of  private 
individuals. 

Moreover  it  appe^,  from  information  received  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Marine,  that  the  ere #  of  the  **  SenSgambie,'*  which  was  condemned  by  the  Court 
of  Sierra  Leone,  have  been  liberated,  and  have  arrived  at  Gor6e.  Lord  Pal- 
merston has  thus  kept  the  promise  he  made  me:  but  this  arrangement,  as 
Admiral  Roussin  observed  to  him,  remits  to  the  condemned  persons  an  im- 
prisonment of  a  month.  If  the  English  Government  would  bear  in  mind  that 
the  expedition  of  the  ^^Stnegambie,''  which  bore  an  official  character,  and  which, 
placed  under  a  warranty  of  a  Treaty  concluded  in  the  name  of  the  King,  was 
protected  by  regular  warrants  on  board,  if  it  considered  that  this  expedition 
was  judged  wrong  by  the  administrative  and  judicial  authorities  of  Sierra  Leone 
as  destined  to  cover  an  illicit  operation,  it  ought  to  extend  to  a  greater  length 
the  satisfaction  due  to  our  flag  and  to  the  parties  aggrieved,  by  severely  repri- 
manding the  English  officer  who  made  the  seizure,  by  freeing  the  master  of 
the  vessel  from  the  bail  to  which  he  was  subjected  in  order  to  obtain  his 
liberation,  and  by  giving  recompensation  to  the  owners  and  laders  of  the 
"  SenSgambie.^* 

I  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  insist  on  Lord  Palmerston's  doing 
justice  to  these  equitable  demands,  the  justness  of  which  is  evident  from  the 
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liberation  of  the  crew  of  the  ''  SinigamUe!*  since  this  concession  is  an  implied 
avowal  of  the  innocence  of  the  persons  engaged  in  this  unfortunate  affair. 

Accept,  &c. 
(Signed)  GUIZOT. 

The  Baron  de  Bourquenej/j 
Sfc.        Sfc.        8fc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 
(Translation.) 
Admiral  RouMsin  to  Monsieur  Thiers. 


M.  LE  MiNiSTRE  ET  CHER  CoLLEQUE,  PariSy  October  16, 1840. 

On  communicating  to  me,  on  the  13th  of  July  last,  the  result  of  a  con- 
ference between  the  Ambassador  of  the  King  at  London  and  Lord  Patmerston, 
on  the  subject  of  the  affair  of  the  *'  Sen6gambie/'  you  directed  my  attention  to 
the  desire  expressed  by  M.  Guizot,  to  receive  certified  details  of  the  system  of 
the  recruiting  of  black  soldiers  which  formerly  took  place  at  the  Senegal. 

As  I  have  already  informed  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  June,  1840,  pre- 
viously to  last  year  there  had  been  only  one  recruitment  en  masse  of  bl  ck 
soldiers  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  This  event  refers  to  the  year  1828,  a 
period  when  the  Government  wanted  to  raise,  quickly,  two  black  companies 
destined  to  be  employed  in  an  expedition  to  Madagascar. 

Two  merchant-vessels  were  sent  by  the  Governor  of  Senegal,  under  the  es- 
cort of  a  vessel  of  the  station,  to  purchase  in  the  Archipelago  200  captive  Bis- 
sagoss,  who  were  then  enrolled  at  Gor^e  for  an  apprenticeship  of  14  years,  and 
transported  to  Bourbon  on  board  the  corvette  of  war  **  Meuse."  Since  then, 
in  1831,  a  company  of  110  black  soldiers,  commanded  by  a  European  officer, 
and  many  European  subalterns,  was  sent  from  Senegal  to  Cayenne  in  the  Go- 
vernment brig  •*  Lancier.''  This  company  was  composed  jointly  of  men  be- 
longing already  to  the  garrison  of  Senegal  and  of  captives  purchased  indivi- 
dually at  Senegal  itself.  A  second  transport  of  the  same  nature  was  made  by 
the  transport  corvette  *'  Loire,**  which  disembarked  at  Cayenne  in  August, 
1836,  an  addition  for  the  garrison  of  40  black  soldiers,  also  recruited  indivi- 
dually at  Senegal.  In  these  different  circumstances  the  measures  adopted  for 
the  treatment  of  the  blacks,  whether  at  Goree,  or  whether  during  the  trans- 
portation, in  no  way  differed  from  those  usually  adopted  for  European  o^arrisons 
which  exist  in  or  which  are  sent  to  our  colonies.  These  operations,  which  the 
Government  had  in  no  way  taken  care  to  conceal,  could  not  have  escaped  the 
knowledge  of  the  English  authorities  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  it  is  remarkable 
that  then  these  authorities  did  not  even  ask  for  explanations  on  this  point.  I 
thought  I  could  wait,  in  order  to  give  you  this  information,  for  the  answer  that 
the  Governor  of  Senegal  had  made  me,  in  consequence  qf  the  observations  I 
had  made  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  affair  of  the  "  Sinigambie.*'  This  an- 
swer has  just  reached  me,  and  I  hasten  to  send  you  a  copy  of  it.  You  will 
doubtless  judge  it  useful  to  communicate  it  to  the  Ambassador  of  Prance  at 
London,  with  my  Despatches  of  the  30th  of  June  and  2nd  of  July.  These  do- 
cuments v/ill  suffice  to  put  M.  Guizot  in  readiness  to  repel,  on  every  side,  the 
allegations  of  the  English  agents,  too  easily  accredited  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. In  order  to  complete  the  documents  to  be  deliberated  upon,  1  think  it 
right  to  annex  to  the  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Senegal  a  copy  oi  the  warrants 
in  force  in  the  colony  relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  engagSs.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  M.  le  Ministre,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  insist  on  wnat  I  have  already  said 
in  my  former  correspondence,  and  to  repeat,  that  we  put  it  out  of  the  question, 
by  treating  with  the  English  Government,  on  the  point  of  view  of  the  greater 
or  less  legitimacy  of  the  operation  in  which  the  " Senegambie*  was  employed 
by  the  Governor  of  Senegal.  If  the  French  Government  think  they  ought  to 
take  into  consideration  the  observations  of  the  Cabinet  of  London,  it  can  en^ge 
itself  to  henceforward  change  its  means  of  recruitin^^  for  black  troops  destined 
for  the  garrisons  and  service  of  the  colonies ;  but  the  list  of  English  agents 
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ought  to  set  a  limit  to  making  these  observations  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment;  and  the  seizure  of  the  **  SenSgamhie^'  in  contempt  of  the  licence  given 
by  the  French  authorities,  and  which  this  vessel  carried,  is  a  premeditated 
insult,  which,  in  default  of  sufficient  reparation,  would  cast  aspersions  on  the 
French  flag. 

Lord  Palmerston  is  aware  of  the  irregularity  and  even  of  the  violence  of  the 
acts  that  were  made  known  to  him  by  the  Ambassador  of  France.  What,  then, 
is  the  reparation  offered  up  to  the  present  time  by  this  minister  ?  Does  it  not 
limit  itself  to  a  disposition  of  indulgence  in  favour  of  the  laders  and  the  crew 
of  the  captured  vessel? — an  indulgence  which  we  cannot  receive  without  recog- 
nising the  regularity  of  what  is  passed,  and  which  would  itself  elsewhere  be 
altogether  a  subject  of  derision.  In  fact,  it  would  consist  in  remitting  the 
individuals  condemned  at  Sierra  Leone  from  an  imprisonment  for  a  month ;  a 
punishment  which  they  were  to  have  undergone  immediately  after  condemna- 
tion. Lord  Palmerston  in  no  place  speaks  either  of  publicly  blaming  the 
English  officer  guilty  of  the  capture,  nor  of  freeing  the  master  of  the  vessel 
from  the  bail  to  which  he  was  subjected  in  order  to  obtain  his  liberation. 
Nothing  is  said  of  losses,  considerable  interests  that  the  Administration  of  the 
Senegal  is  liable  to  pay  in  consequence  of  the  capture  to  those  interested ;  and 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  the  indemnities  due  to  the  supercargo  of  the  vessel 
for  the  undeserving  treatment  he  experienced  at  Sierra  Leone.  In  fine,  every- 
thing tends,  from  such  an  issue  of  this  affair,  to  confirm  instead  of  effacing  the 
lamentable  scandal  it  has  produced  on  the  coast  of  Senegal.  I  am  confident 
that  the  French  Ambassador  will  bring  this  aflair  again  before  the  English 
Cabinet  in  a  manner  which  will  anticipate  so  sad  a  result. 

Accept,  &c, 
M.  Thiers,  (Signed)  BON.  ROUSSIN. 

S^.      A<?.      ifC. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 

(Translation.) 

Paper  No.  3,  annexed  to  theLetter  of  the  Governor  of  Senegal  of  the  9th 

August,  1840. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Civil  Government  of  Goree. 

Before  me,  Louis  Francois  Alphonse  Thiesse,  greffier,  performing  the 
functions  of  notary  and  of  constable  of  the  civil  Government  at  the  residence  of 
the  island  of  Goree,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses  hereinafter  named  and  signed. 

This  day,  the  21st  of  January,  1840,  appeared  M.  Marbeau,  owner  of  the 
schooner  "  Senegambie  du  Senegal,^'  at  present  in  the  roads  of  this  island,  who, 
conformably  with  the  third  paragraph  of  the  third  article  of  the  local  decree,  as 
to  the  management  of  apprentices,  dated  the  26th  of  September,  1823,  deposited 
with  me,  for  the  purpose  of  adding  and  annexing  to  our  minutes,  sixty-three 
conditional  certificates  of  emancipation,  for  sixty-three  negroes,  named  and 
particularized  in  the  said  certificates,  who  were  purchased  by  him  this  present 
month  from  several  persons  at  Bissao  (on  the  lower  coast)  at  325  francs  each, 
and  liberated  conditionally  at  the  said  place  by  M.  de  Cournet,  Enseigne  de 
Vaisseau,  commander  of  the  Government  schooner  ''  La  Cigale/*  attached  to 
the  service  of  this  colony,  in  virtue  of  powers  delegated  to  him  for  tliat  purpose 
by  the  Governor  of  Senegal  and  its  dependencies,  the  said  repurchase  and  libera- 
tion bein^  made  at  the  expense  of  each  of  the  said  negroes  remaining  in  the 
service  of  the  French  Government  for  a  period  of  fourteen  full  and  consecutive 
years,  counting  from  the  date  of  their  liberation. 

Consequently,  the  said  M.  Marbeau  having  introduced  into  this  island  this 
day  the  said  sixty-three  negroes,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  I  have 
received  in  deposit,  and  annexed  to  the  present,  the  sixty-three  certificates  of 
their  conditional  emancipation,  in  original  and  duplicate,  dated  at  Nalous,  in 
the  roadstead  of  Bissao,  on  the  2nd,  3rd,  15th,  and  16th  of  this  month,  num- 
bered from  one  to  sixty-three,  and  duly  filled  up  and  signed  by  the  said  M. 
Cournet  in  his  aforesaid  capacity,  and  legalized  this  day  by  *^M.  le  Comman- 
dant, particulier,''  of  this  island. 
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This  act  being  completed,  and  passed  in  double  minute  to  the  ^^  gr^ffe"  of  the 
islaiul  of  Goree,  on  the  said  day,  month,  and  year,  in  the  pfeaence  of  Messrs. 
John  Ware,  huissier,  and  Francois  Boucher,  landed  proprietor,  both  residing  in 
the  said  Island  of  Goree,  as  witnesses,  who  sign  this  together  with  the  said  M. 
Marbeau  and  myself,  greffien 

[Here  follows  a  copy  of  the  first  of  the  said  sixty-three  certificates  deposited 
and  annexed  to  the  saul  proceedings.] 

Senegal  and  its  Dependencies. 
No.  1.  January,  1840. 

Firstly.  I,  the  Undersigned^  Enseigne  de  Vaisseau,  Commander  of  the 
Government  schooner  '*  La  Cigale,*'  in  virtue  of  authority  granted  by  the 
Governor  of  Senegal  and  its  dependencies,  certify  that  I  have  freed  from  all 
slavery,  by  the  present  deed,  the  individual  named  Tamba,  aged  eighteen  years, 
a  native  of  the  interior,  measuring  one  metre,  sixty  centimetres,  repurchased 
from  the  individual  named  Salefous,  in  order  that  the  said  freed  man,  who  has 
been  brought  before  me,  and  found  by  me  to  be  fit  for  military  service,  for 
which  he  is  destined,  may  enjoy  full  and  entire  freedom,  after  engaging  himself 
to  serve  the  French  Government,  as  a  pioneer,  for  the  space  of  fourteen  con- 
secutive years,  beginning  from  the  present  date,  the  2nd  of  January,  1840.  I 
have  caused  to  be  read  to  the  said  negro  Tamba  a  translation  in  his  language 
of  the  12th  article  of  the  decree  of  the  13th  March,  1827,  as  to  the  treatment 
of  apprentices  (engagh  A  temps). 

Dated  on  board  the  "  Cigahy'  in  the  roadstead  of  Nalous,  this  2nd  of  January, 
1840. 

UEnse^e  de  Vaisseau,  Commandant, 

(Signed)  A-  COURNET. 

[Here  follow  attestations  and  signatures.] 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 
(Translation.) 

Pa^  Nq.  4  qnneaed  to  the  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Senegal,  of  the  9th  o/ 

Awiust^  1840. 

Senegal  and  its  Dependencies. 

Island  of  GorSe,  year  1840. 

Eittract  Jrom  the  BegUier  of  the  Engages  a  temps  du  Ressort  of  the  Civil 
Government  of  Goree,  during  the  year  1840. 


No.  of 
Ord«r. 

Names  of 
Persons 
eiigagtd. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Places 

where 

rcMdeat. 

Names  and 
Dwellings 
of  Persons 
engaging. 

Dates  of 
Kng^age- 
meats. 

Dates  and 
Numbers 
of  the  Acts 
andPio- 
ceedings. 

Period 

of 
Engage- 
msntt. 

Changes 
and  various  Kemarks. 

418 

Tsmba. 

MaW 

ISyts. 

Oor^e. 

Marbeau, 

Merebant 

at  St.  Louis. 

2nd  Jan., 

1840. 

21ttJ«BI.. 
1840. 
No.  2. 

.14  yn. 

IkMtined  Ua  Um  MiHtM^ 
service  of  Pioneer  at  Cay- 
enne, on  board  the  Govero- 
flsent  Corvette  Ia  Cm^ 
vanne,  8th  June,  1840. 

This  extract  is  taken  from  the  original  register  of  the  Civil  Government 
uf  the  Island  of  Gor6e,.  and  delivered  to  M.  le  Commandant  particulier  of 
die  said  island,  on  his  order,  by  me,  the  undersigned  Greftier,  officer  of  the 
Civil  Government. 


Gorie,  6th  August,  1840. 


(Signed) 


THIESSE,  Greffier. 


Examined :  The  Governor  of  Sfenfegal  and  its  Dependencies. 
(Signed)  CHARMASSON. 
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Examined^  in  order  to  legalize  the  signature  of  M.  Thiesse,  Greffier,  officer 
of  the  Civil  Government  of  the  Island  of  Gor6e,  bv  me,  the  undersigned 
Commandant  particulier.  President  of  the  Tribunal  de  Premiere  Instance  in 
the  said  island. 

Gorie,  5th  August,  1840.  (Signed)  H.  DOGORNE. 

A  true  Copy. 
The  Councillor  of  State,  Director  of  the  Colonies. 
(Signed)  ST.  HI  LAI  RE. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 
(Translation.) 


Decree  respecting  the  treatment  of  Apprentices,  issued  at  Senegal  the 

28«A  September,  1823, 

I,  THE  commander  and  administrator  of  Senegal  and  its  dependencies, 
after  deliberation  by  the  council  of  government  and  administration  at  its 
sittings  of  the  24th  and  26th  of  September,  1823,  respecting  the  law  of  the 
2nd  of  April,  1818,  and  the  orders  that  have  been  transmitted  to  me,  I  have 
decreed,  and  hereby  decree  as  follows,  to  be  provisionally  executing,  saving  the 
approbation  of  His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Colonies. 

Article  1. 

It  is  again  prohibited  to  introduce  fresh  slaves  into  St.  Louis,  or  Goree,  into 
the  stations  and  upon  the  establishments  of  culture  dependent  upon  Senegal. 

Every  individual  who  shall  be  introduced  as  slave  will  be  seized  and  em- 
ployed, as  engage  ^  temps,  for  account  of  the  government. 

Article  2. 

The  slaves  at  present  on  the  continent  of  Africa,  who  may  have  been  repur- 
chased from  slavery,  and  engaged  for  a  limited  period,  are  not  comprised  in  the 
above  prohibition ;  the  whole  being  subject  to  the  forms  and  conditions  herein- 
after explained. 

Article  3. 

The  slaves  must  be  liberated  at  the  time  of  their  purchase.  The  act  of  ma- 
numission to  be  effected  in  countries  not  subject  to  French  government,  under 
sign  manual,  visaed  by  the  commandant  of  the  first  station  through  which  the 
engage  a  temps  shall  pass ;  at  the  neighbouring  stations  and  establishments,  by 
the  employ^  charged  with  the  administrative  service,  as  the  officer  performing 
the  functions  of  the  6tat  civil,  or,  in  case  there  be  no  such  officer,  before  the 
chief  of  the  station;  and  at  St.  Louis,  Goree,  before  the  Greffiers. 

In  all  the  above  cases,  a  double  minute  thereof  shall  be  taken,  and  deposited 
with  the  greffe  under  the  penalties  imposed  by  Article  1.  The  duplicate  will 
be  sent  to  France,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  proceedings  of  the  6tat  civil. 

Article  4. 
The  document  of  manumission  shall  declare  the  names  of  the  purchased 
filave,  his  sex,  his  age,  as  near  as  may  be,  his  height,  proportions,  and  the  prin- 
cipal marks  on  his  body,  which  might  aid  in  recognizing  him.  It  sliall  like- 
wise state  the  names  and  residence  of  the  seller,  and  the  person  effecting  the 
purchase,  the  place,  date,  and  price  of  the  purchase,  and  the  period  of  the  en- 
gagement. 

Article  5. 

The  liberation  shall  be  pure,  simple,  and  irrevocable ;  it  may  nevertheless 
contain  the  condition  that  the  person  liberated  may  remain,  as  engagi.  in  the 
service  of  the  person  purchasing  him,  or  his  attorney ;  but  the  term  of  the  en- 
gagement shall  not  exceed  14  years. 

Article  6. 
In  case  of  desertion,  the  whole  period  of  the  absence  of  the  engag^  will  not 
be  counted  in  the  14  years  of  the  engagement,  provided  the  period  of  such 
absence  shall  be  judicially  determined. 
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Article  7. 

A  child  born  of  a  negress  engagee  k  temps  shall  be  free  at  its  birth,  even 
though  she  may  have  conceived  previously  to  her  liberation. 

The  person  engaging  such  negress  shall  be  bound  to  maintain  and  bring  up 
the  child,  whose  services  and  labour  shall  belong  to  him  until  it  shall  have 
attained  the  age  of  21  years,  in  indemnification  of  the  care  taken  of  it  during 
its  childhood,  and  until  such  time  as  it  could  make  itself  useful.  Neverthe- 
less it  shall  be  always  at  the  option  of  the  mother  or  parents  of  the  child  to 
treat  amicably  with  the  person  engaging  them  for  the  actual  liberation  of  the 
child.  Such  liberation  may  even  be  legally  exacted,  on  payment  of  a  suflScient 
indemnity,  proportioned  to  the  time  such  child  shall  have  been  under  the  care 
of  the  person  engaging,  which  indemnity  may  be  awarded  by  the  tribunal. 

Article  8. 

The  engage  shall  be  treated  with  humanity  and  kindness;  and  it  shall  be 
provided  that  he  be  clothed,  maintained^  and  taken  care  of,  in  case  of  illness. 
His  complaints,  should  he  have  any  to  make,  can  be  made  by  him  to  any  public 
functionary,  who  will  be  held  to  lay  them  forthwith  before  the  president  of  the 
tribunal  either  at  St  Louis  or  at  Goree. 

Article  9. 

If  it  be  decided  that  the  complaint  is  just,  a  sentence  of  the  court  shall  re- 
move the  engage  out  of  the  power  of  the  person  engaging,  and  shall  compel 
the  latter  to  give  up  his  rights  to  another  person. 

In  case  the  person  engaging  shall  manifest  feelings  of  dislike  towards  the 
engage^  or  punish  him  in  a  manner  reprobated  by  humanity,  the  former  shall 
forfeit  all  right  to  the  engag6,  who  will  complete  his  engagement  for  account 
of  the  government,  without  prejudice  to  the  indemnity  that  may  be  awarded 
to  him,  in  case  of  any  injury  that  may  result  to  him  from  such  punishment. 

Every  protection  is  guaranteed  to  the  persons  engaging  who  shall  have  cause 
of  complaint  against  their  engages. 

Article  10. 

At  least  once  a  year,  commissioners  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the 
commandant  and  administrator,  will  cause  each  engage  to  appear  before  them, 
will  verify  their  presence,  hear  their  complaints,  if  they  have  any  to  make,  and 
will  see  that  they  be  regularly  liberated  at  the  expiration  of  their  engagement. 

Article  11. 

The  greffc  of  St.  Louis  shall  be  bound  on  the  part  of  the  engages  in  that 
city  and  its  dependencies,  and  the  greffe  of  Goree  on  the  part  of  those  who  may 
be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  island,  under  the  surveillaince  of  the  presidents 
of  tribunals  de  premiere  instance^  to  keep  a  register  of  all  engages  a  temps; 
which  register  shall  contain  the  names,  sex^  and  age  of  the  engag^,  of  the 
place  of  his  residence,  and  the  date  and  period  of  the  engagement. 

Article  12. 

All  changes  in  the  condition  of  the  engagfe,  by  cession,  final  liberation,  de- 
sertion, or  otherwise,  shall  be  declared  by  the  person  engaging  within  a  fort- 
night of  the  occurrence,  namely,  at  St.  Louis  or  at  Goree  to  the  greffe,  and 
everywhere  else  to  the  person  charged  with  the  administrative  service,  or,  if 
there  be  no  such  person,  to  the  chief  of  the  nearest  station,  under  a  penalty  of 
from  25  francs  to  100  francs  for  each  infraction. 

Article  13. 

The  civil  condition  of  negroes  engages  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  Eu- 
ropeans, viz.,  there  shall  be  regularly  kept  for  than  a  register  of  births  and 
deaths.  • 

The  declarations  shall  consequently  be  made  by  the  persons  engaging,  with- 
in 24  hours,  under  the  penalty  prescribed  in  the  preceding  article. 

Article  14. 
The  engage  shall  keep  for  himself  all  he  may  make  by  saving,  or  by  extra 
work,  without  detriment  to  the  labour  he  owes  to  the  person  engaging  him. 
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On  the  completion  of  the  engagement  what  he  may  have  thus  made  cannot  be 
kept  from  bim. 

Published  at  St.  Louis  the  28tk  September,  1823. 

(Signed)  ROGER. 

A  true  copy. 

The  Councillor  of  State  and  Director  of  the  Colonies, 

(Signed)  ST.  HILAIRE, 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  29. 
(Translatiock) 


Copy  of  a  Decree  issued  the  13/A  of  March,  1827,  by  the  Commandant  and 
'    Administration  of  Senegal,  respecting  Apprentices  (engages  a  temps). 

I,  the  Commandant  and  Administrator  of  Senegal  and  its  dependencies, 
having  considered  the  regulations  of  the  28th  of  September,  1823,  and  the  3l8t 
of  December,  1835,  approved  by  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Marine  and 
the  Colonies ; 

And  considering  that  those  regulations,. as  regards  the  declarations  of  the 
changes  taking  place  among  the  engages  h  temps  and  the  acts  of  their  civil 
condition,  are  not  duly  executed,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  repress  the  abuses 
which  have  crept  into  this  subject,  as  well  as  to  prevent  those  that  might 
hereafter  arise ; 

And  wishing  nevertheless  to  show  indulgence,  on  this  occasion,  toward  s  he 
infractors,  who  will  hasten,  as  far  as  possible,  to  comply  with  the  prescribed 
formalities,  as  regards  the  past : 

After  having  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Council  of  the  Government  and  Ad* 
ministration  in  its  sittings  of  the  10th  and  13th  of  March,  1827, 

I  have  decreed  and  hereby  do  decree  as  follows,  saving  the  approbation  of 
His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies. 

Article  1. 

A  new  publication  shall  be  made  of  the  regulation  of  the  28th  of  September, 
1823,  as  to  the  management  of  the  engages  k  temps,  as  well  as  of  the  7tn  Article 
of  the  regulation  of  the  31st  of  December,  16rd,  as  to  the  term  of  the  re- 
gisters of  the  etat  civil,  at  the  same  time  as  of  the  present  decree. 

Article  2.  - 

Within  a  fortnight  after  the  aaid  publication  the  holders  of  negroes  and 
seffresses  a  temps,  having  neglected  to  comply  with  this  formality,  shall  make 
berore  the  greffe  of  St.  Louis  and  Goree,  and  everywhere  else  before  the  per- 
son charged  with  the  administrative  serviee,  a  declaration  as  to  any  changes 
that  may  have  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  each  engage  since  the  act  of 
engagement  bj  cession,  final  liberation,  desettion,  or  otherwise. 

Such  change  shall  be  noted  in  the  register  and  signed  by  the  declarant  as 
well  as  by  the  depositor  of  the  register. 

Article  3. 

After  such  delay,  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  me  for  the  purpose 
will  certify  the  declarations  that  have  been  made,  will  cause  the  engages  a 
temps  to  be  brought  before  them,  and  will  point  out  the  contraventions  they 
may  remark,  which  shall  be  immediately  submitted  to  the  tribunals  whose  duty 
is  to  apply  the  penalties  pronounced  by  the  regulations. 

Article  4. 

In  case  of  pretended  desertion,  proof  thereof  may  be  deduced  in  the  manner 
stated  in  the  following  article  for  cases  of  decease. 

Article  5. 

Such  persons  as  shall  not  during  the  legal  delay  have  made  declaration  of 
the  deaths  that  may  have  happened  among  their  engages,  shall  be  admitted, 
within  a  fortnight  after  the  publication  of  the  present,  to  deposit  proof  of  the 
deaths  before  the  mayor,  or  before  the  chief  of  the  canton,  upon  the  deposition 
of  four  witnesses  of  age,  free  condition,  and  settled  in  the  colony.     These  acts 
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of  notoriety  shall  be  submitted  to  tbe  '^  homolo^tian  '*  of  the  tribunali  whose 
cUiihr  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  proofs  are  sufficient. 

The  holders  who  shall  make  declarations  respecting  births  within  the  period 
above  prescribed,  shall  be  relieved  of  the  fine  imposed  by  Article  13  of  tbe 
regulation  of  the  28th  of  September,  1823. 

Article  6. 

The  preceding  Articles  shall  not  apply  to  facts  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the 
present  decree,  respecting  which  the  general  orders  will  be  rigorously  enforced. 

Article  7, 

From  the  date  of  the  publication  of  the  present  decree  any  person  engaging 
who  shall  refuse  or  may  be  unable  to  produce  an  engag^  he  snail  have  had  in 
his  service,  without  legally  proving  his  death  or  desertion,  or  his  having  re- 
stored him,  shall  be  condemned  to  a  fine  of  300  francs,  which,  in  case  of  non- 
payment, can  be  commuted  to  imprisonment  varying  from  eight  days  to  two 
nmntkM,  as  may  be  determined  upon  by  the  sentence  c?  condemnation. 

Article  8. 

Whoever  shall  have  made  a  false  declaration  with  the  intention  of  depriving 
an  engage  of  the  rights  he  derives  from  his  engagement  shall  be  punished  as 
stated  in  the  above  Article. 

Article  9. 

It  is  expressly  prohibited  to  persons  engaging  (engagistes)  to  sell  engages  to 
foreigners,  that  is  to  say  to  any  person  not  domiciled  at  least  two  years  in  the 
towns  or  establishments  dependent  on  the  colonies.  All  contraventions  will 
be  subject  to  the  penalties  imposed  in  Article  7. 

Europeans  settling  in  Senegal  are  exempted,  and  will  be  required  to  give, 
during  the  two  first  years  of  their  residence,  security  for  the  execution  of  the 
regulations  by  means  of  a  simple  notice  in  the  register. 

Article  10. 

The  person  engaging  shall  lose,  moreover,  all  claim  upon  the  ensag^  k  temps, 
whom  he  may  have  soM  as  a  slave,  or  without  speciaily  notifying  liis  condition 
of  engagi. 

The  same  shall  apply  to  those  cases  wherein  the  declarations  and  justifica* 
tions  shall  not  have  been  made  within  the  period  allowed  by  the  present 
decree,  and  further  within  the  period  allowed  by  the  regulation  of  1823, 

In  the  several  cases  above-mentioned  the  engag6  shall  be  sequestrated,  and 
employed  for  account  of  the  Government,  which  will  remit  him  one-half  of 
the  remaining  time  he  may  have  to  serve  to  complete  his  engagement. 

Article  11. 

The  engages  a  tempt  will  be  permitted  to  make  «uch  declarations  or  claimi 
as  they  may  consider  £mr  their  interest,  and  to  which  tbe  administration  will 
^e  immediate  attention. 

(Signed)  B.  ROGER. 

St.  Louis,  I3th  March,  1827. 

(A  true  copy.) 
The  Councillor  of  State  and  Director  of  the  Colonies, 

(Signed)  ST.  HILAIRE. 


No.  30. 

Saron  Bourqueney  to  Viscount  Palmersian. 

Ijimdres^  le  31  Janvier,  1841. 
My  XiOKD,  {Received  February  2.) 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  d'adresser  h,  votre  Excellence  le  17  D&embre  dernier 
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Mon  Gouvernement  m'invite  de  nouveau,  my  Lord,  a  rinformer  de  la  suite  que 
Yotre  Excellence  aura  jug6  k  propos  de  donner  k  cette  reclamation ;  je  vous 
serai  tres  reconnoissantde  vouloir  bien  me  mettre  a  m^me  de  lui  r^pondre  le  plus 
promptement  possible. 

Veuillez  agreer,  my  Lord,  la  nouvelle  assurance  de  ma  plus  haute  con- 
sideration. 

(Signfe)  BOURQUENEY. 

A  wn  JExeellence  le  Vicamte  de  Palmerston,  G.CB.^ 

Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

My  LoRDt  London,  3lst  January,  1841. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  address  to  your  Excellency,  on  the  17th  of  December 
last,  several  communications  relative  to  the  affair  of  the  vessel  •'  Senegambie.'* 
I  requested  your  Lordship,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  pleased  to  return  them  to  me 
and  to  let  me  know  your  intentions  relative  to  the  measures  of  reparation 
which  the  French  Government  considered  itself  entitled  to  demand. 

My  Government  desires  me  anew,  my  Lord,  to  report  to  it  the  answer  which 
your  Excellency  shall  have  thought  proper  to  relum  to  this  demand  ;  I  shall, 
therefore,  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  enable  me  to  reply  as 
promptly  as  possible. 

Accept,  my  Lord,  &c. 

(Signed)      BOURQUENEY. 

To  His  Exeelleney  ViscourU  Pabnerston,  G.C.B.y 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  31. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  QranvUle. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office^  February  3, 1841. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  received  information  Ihat  a  company  of 
French  merchants  called  the  Gallam  Company,  who  have  established  a  factory  at 
Sajou  on  the  Casaman^a,  are  allowed  by  the  French  Government  to  purchase 
slaves  there,  and  to  convey  such  slaves  to  Goree  and  Sen^l,  where  they  sell  such 
slaves  to  the  French  authorities. 

The  details  given  of  this  transaction  are  as  follows  : — 

The  natives  near  the  River  Casaman^a  bring  their  commodities  down  to  the 
banks  of  that  river,  in  order  to  exchange  them  with  the  French  merchants  for 
European  manufactured  goods.  These  native  traders  employ  slaves  to  carry  their 
merchandise  from  the  interior  down  to  the  River,  and  as  the  goods  tbey  sell  are 
usually  more  bulky  than  those  which  they  receive  in  return,  it  is  a  convenience  to 
them  to  sell  those  slaves  who  are  not  wanted  to  carry  back  to  the  interior  the 
goods  purchased  from  the  French  merchants. 

The  French  traders  thus  purchase  the  slaves  at  a  low  price,  and  dispose  of 
them  to  the  French  authorities ;  and  those  authorities,  when  they  have  bought 
these  slaves,  nominally  apprentice  them  for  14  years,  and  then  send  them  to  the 
French  West  Indian  Colonies  to  serve  there  as  soldiers. 

I  have  to  desire  that  your  Excellency  will,  by  a  nole  to  M.  Guizot,  communi- 
cate to  his  Excellency  this  information  respecting  Slave  Trade  carried  on  by  the 
French  Gallam  Company,  and  by  the  French  Government  authorities  at  Senegal ; 
not  doubting  that  M.  Guizot  vnll  be  glad  to  have  his  attention  directed  to  pro- 
ceedings so  much  at  variance  with  the  humane  principles  which  actuate  the 
French  Government^  and  with  the  Treaty  engagements  of  the  French  Crown. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

His  EjcceUeney  Earl  Granville,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  8fe.  Sfc. 
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No.  32. 

JSarl  Granville  to  Viicount  Paimenton. 

ParU,  March  8,  1841. 
(Extract.)  (^Received  March  11.) 

I  ENCLOSE  the  ^^  Moniteur  '*  of  yesterday,  containing  the  report  of  the  Debate 
which  took  place  on  Saturday  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  on  the  treatment  of 
slaves,  and  on  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  French  colonies. 

A  general  opinion  prevails  that  the  system  of  slavery  cannot  loag  be  maihtained 
in  those  islands,  and  the  commission,  of  ^which  the  Due  de  Broglie  is  President, 
are  sincere  in  their  endeavours  to  effect  its  abolition  at  no  distant  period. 


Enclosure  in  No.  32. 
(Memorandum.) 

Debate  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies^  March  6,  1841. 

M.  Lacrosse  drew  the  attention  of  the  Chambers  to  the  condition  ot 
slaves  in  the  French  colonies,  as  shown  at  the  recent  trial  of  M.  Douiliard 
Mahaudiere,  at  Guadeloupe,  for  cruelly  imprisoning  lib  slave,  a  charge  on 
which  the  jury  acquitted  him. 

The  Minister  of  Marine  stated,  in  answer  to  the  call  of  M.  Lacrosse,  that  the 
Government  was  giving  its  serious  attention  to  limiting  the  power  of  masters  to 
imprison  their  slaves  ;  that  the  establishment  of  a  register  of  punishments  on  eadi 

Slantation,  for  the  inspection  of  the  visiting  magistrate,  as  recommended  by 
I.  Lacrosse,  was  a  measure  easily  taken ;  and  that  the  abuses  arising  from  the 
present  formation  of  the  juries  in  the  colonies  would  be  provided  against  by  a 
new  law. 

M.  Jollivet  and  others  spoke  on  the  question  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  M. 
Mahaudiere. 

M.  Janvier  spoke  in  favour  of  the  general  good  treatment  of  slaves  in 
Guadeloupe  j  he  took  occasion  to  state  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mission formed  by  the  preceding  Government  (that  of  M.  Thiers)  to  con- 
sider the  best  method  of  oringing  about  emancipation ;  that  he  had  done  his 
best  to  bring  the  Council  of  Guadeloupe  to  enter  into  the  views  of  the  Com- 
mission, and  would  have  succeeded  if  he  had  not  been  crossed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  said,  "  Que  des  influences  autorisfees,  accreditees  par  le  meme  Mi*- 
nistire  qui  avait  form6  la  Commission,  m*ont  combattu,  et  Tout  emporte  dans 
les  resolutions  du  conseil.'*  He  added  that  the  colonists  '*  ont  ete  presque 
officiellement  indnits  a  croire,  que  la  creation  de  la  Commission  n'fetait  pas  une 
menace  aussi  sferieuse,  aussi  dfecisive,  qu'on  Tavait  annoncfe.'* 

M.  Guizot  said,  "  Cette  Commission  continue  ces  travaux ;  elle  les  continue 
s^rieusement,  comme  il  est  dans  Tintention  s^rieuse  du  Cabinet  d'y  donner 
suite.  La  Commission  a  deux  grandes  questions  a  examiner;  comment  on 
pent  parvenir  a  Tabolition  de  Tesclavage,  et  comment  la  reforme  du  rfegime 
6conomique  et  de  I'administration  des  colonies  doit  se  lier  a  Tabolition  de 

I'esclavage Elle  poursuit  cet  examen  avec  activitfe,  et  elle  surmontera 

les  obstacles  si  elle  en  rencontre,  et  le  Gouvernenient  aidera  a  les  surmonter 

Quand  elle  aura  accompli  son  travail,  le  Gouvernement  prendra  sur 

les  deux  questions  une  resolution  qui  sera  efficace." 

The  question  of  the  insincerity  of  the  former  Cabinet  was  then  followed  up 
by  M.  Passy,  who  stated  that  the  former  Government  had  failed  to  support  the 
Commission  in  obtaining  answers  to  the  questions  they  put  to  the  colonies,  and 
had  sent  out  a  mission  which  interfered  with  the  nominations  of  delegates  by 
the  Colonial  Council  j  that  consequently  one  of  the  delegates,  who  had  shown 
himself  disposed  to  enlighten  the  Government  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued, 
was  not  re-elected,  and  that  nothing  could  be  done  unless  the  Commissioners 
were  supported  by  Government  j  on  which  M.  Guizot  observed,  **  Vous  le 
serez  certainement.'* 

M.  Remusat  affirmed  that  this  was  the  first  time  that  the  ministry  of  which 
he  had  been  a  member  had  heard  speak  of  the  complaints  made  by  MM. 
Janvier  and  Passy,  and  denied  that  the  ministry  had  been  insincere  in  its  sup- 
port of  the  Commission,  or  had  sent  any  mission  concerning  the  delegates. 

M.  Passy  persisted  in  his  statement,  adding  that  the  necessary  funds  for  this 
mission  were  demanded  in  the  budget  of  1840,  and  that  its  result  was  that  it 
influenqed  the  election  of  the  colonml  del^atea* 
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M.  Anguis,  in  support  of  this,  read  a  ktter  from  M.  Granier  de  Cassagnac 
(who,  it  appears  from  this  very  letter,  is  a  paid  agent  of  the  Council  of  Guade- 
loupe), in  which  that  gentleman  says,  "  Feuilhde,  qui  part  demain  avec  une 
mission  de  Gouvemement,  vous  expliquera  comment  des  en^agemens  pris  avec 
leCahinet  me  forcent  a  rester  ici."  **  J'ecris  a  D.,  pour  lui  exposer  le  plan  de 
dfefenfle  qui  «erait  a  mon  avis  le  seul  efficace.'*  **  M.  le  President  du  Conseil 
m'a  envoys  le  directeur,  qui  m'a  demand^  de  faire  mes  conditioDB  pour  Tavenir. 
II  y  a  eu  un  Trait6  de  fait,"  &c. 

The  Chamhers  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

It  may  be  observed  that  M.  Passy  stated  that  the  facts  to  which  he  alluded 
had  only  <;omc  to  light  within  the  preceding  fortnight;  and  that  he  intended 
to  bring  the  matter  forward  at  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  Commission. 

No.  33. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Earl  Granville. 

My  LaiiD,  Foreign  Offieey  March  18, 1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  communication  which 
has  been  received  at  this  office  from  the  Colonial  department,  reporting  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  a  Greek  brig,  **  The  Miltiades^''  with  14  negro  slaves 
on  iDoard,  has  been  -detained  at  the  port  of  Argostolo  in  the  Island  of  Cephalonia. 
From  these  papers  your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  an  agreement  for  the 
freight  of  13  of  these  slaves  was  made  at  the  house  of  one  Gaspari,  who  k 
stated  to  be  a  French  subject,  and  to  be  employed  as  English  agent  or  Vice-Con- 
sul  at  Goletta,  in  the  bay  of  Tunis,  and  that  Gaspari  and  M.  Annibal  Caneo 
d'Ornano,  commanding  the  French  brig  of  war  '^  Palestine^''  and  two  other 
French  officers,  were  present  at  the  making  of  this  agreement. 

I  have  to  desire  that  your  Excellency  will  communicate  these  statements  by 
note  to  M.  Guizot,  and  you  will  add  that  Her  Majesty*s  Government  have  lost  no 
time  in  instructing  Her  Majesty's  Consul-General  at  Tunis  to  discontinue  employ- 
ing M.  Gaspari  as  British  Vice-Consul,  and  to  let  that  individual  know  the  reason 
yvhy  he  is  discharged  from  his  employment. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

His  Excellency  Earl  Granville^  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  8fc,  Sfc. 

For  Enclosures  in  No.  30  see  Enclosures  in  Despatch  of  Sir  E.  Lyons,  of 

March  19,  1841  (Class  D). 


No.  34. 

Earl  Granville  to  Viscotmt  Palmerston. 

Paris,  March  26,  184L 
My  Lord,  {Received  March  29.) 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  state  to  your  Lordship  that,  in  ohedience  to  your 
instructions,  I  addressed  a  Note  to  M.  Guizot,  enclosing  documents  transmitted 
by  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  of  the  Ionian  Islands  relative  to  the  detention 
at  Cephalonia  of  a  Greek  vessel,  the  *'  Miltiadesj'  on  board  of  which  were 
found  14  slaves. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  GRANVILLE. 

Hie  Right  Hon.  Viscotunt  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
cfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  35. 
yiseotmt  Palmerston  to  Earl  Granville. 
My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  April  14,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  your  Excellau^y  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  firom  the 
Colonial  Office,  together  with  two  copies  of  a  Paper  referred  to  therein,  entitled 
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^  ]il«iMnndbi  on  Ae  FSrogren  of  Hbm  Free  Syalem  in  the  W  i  India  CdsnUes 
ID  1840 ;"  ud  I  have  to  desire  tbat  your  Ejiceltency  will  trans mit  one  copy  (rfl 
tbttt  Paper  ta  M.  Gui&tot,  as  containing  information  which  it  may  be  satisfactory 
te  M.  Guizoi  to  posseH. 

I  aos^&c 
(Sigaed)  PALMERSTON. 

His  Excellency  Earl  Granville ,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  35. 
(See  Memorandum  enclosed  in  No,  173,  Class  A.) 


No.  36. 

Flsceunt  Palmerston  to  Earl  GnmviUe. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  184L 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  ike  Argentine  Confederati&n. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  37. 
Vi^cinmt  Palmerston  to  Earl  Granville. 

Foreign  Office,  April 'Xi,  1841. 
Cifcular  sending  Contention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 

No.  38. 

Mr.Bulwer  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Paris,  April  19,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  April  22.) 

With  reference  to  your  Lordship's  Despatch  to  Earl  Granville  of  the 
18th  ultimo  respecting  a  Greek  brig,  the  '^  Miltiades,"  with  14  negro  slaves  on 
board,  which  had  been  detahied  at  the  port  of  Argostolo  in  the  Island  of  Cepha- 
lonia,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  Note  which 
I  have  received  from  M.  Guizot  in  reply  to  the  communication  which,  by  your 
Lordship's  instructions.  Lord  Granville  addressed  to  his  Excellency  on  this 
subject. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)      '      HENRY  BULWER. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
SfC.  ^c.  8fc. 


Endosure  in  No.  38. 

M.  Guizot  to  Earl  Granville. 

M.  l'AmbassadeuBa  Paris,  Avril  15,  1841. 

Vous  m'avez  fait  Thonneur  de  me  transmettre  copie  de  divers  documefis 
relatifs  a  la  detention  du  brigGrec  '*  Le  Miltiades,"  dans  I'lle  de  Cephalonie.  Je 
remercie  votre  Excellence  de  cette  communication,  dont  I'objet  ne  pouvoit  man* 
quer  de  fixar  toute  mon  attention.  Le  transport  des  esclaves  a  bord  des  bati*- 
niefi»  Franca  est  formellement  interdit  par  TOrdonnance  Royale  du  18  Janvier^ 
1823.  Le  Gouvernement  du  Roi  n*admet  d'exceptions  aux  prescriptions  de 
cetie  Ordonnance  qu'en  &veur  des  passagers  Musscdmens  accoropagnes  d  esclavea 
qui  font  partie  de  leurs  maisons  et  de  leurs  suites.  A  cette  exception  pres,  il  est 
daos  DOS  intentions  que  les  agens  Fran^ats  restent  fideles  a  Tesprit  etaux  dispo- 
sitions de  rOrdonnance  precitee,  dans  les  cas  meme  ou  ils  seraient  autorisis  a 
proc6derpour  le  compte  d'une  puissanee  qui  admettrait  d'autres  principes. 
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Sa  FRANCE. 

Dans  une  matidre  qui  interesse  a  un  si  haut  degre  la  civilisation  et  HuniAnit 
le  Gouvernement  de  Sa  Majesty  entend  que  ses  agens  ne  prennent  aucune  part^ 
directe  ou  indirecte^  A  des  actes  que  la  Legislation  Fran^aise  interdit  aux  sujets 
Francais.  Telles  sont,  M,  TAmbassadeur,  les  vues  du  Gouvernement  du  RoL 
Les  instructions  que  j  ai  transmises  aux  agens  de  Sa  Majeste  m'assurent  qu'k 
lavenir  ils  y  conformeront  ieur  conduite  en  toute  occasion. 

(Signe)  GUIZOT. 

A  son  Ejccellence  Earl  Granville^  G.C.B., 
(§C.  (§C.  ^c. 

(Translation.) 
My  Lord,  Paris,  April  15,  1841. 

Your  Excellency  did  me  the  honour  to  transmit  to  me  copies  of  several 
documents  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  Greek  brig  **  MUtiades  "  at  the  Island 
of  Cephalonia.  I  thank  your  Excellency  for  that  communication,  the  object  of 
which  could  not  fail  to  fix  my  attention.  The  transport  of  slaves  on  board 
French  vessels  is  formally  interdicted  by  Royal  Decree  of  the  18th  January, 
1823.  The  Government  of  the  King  admits  of  no  exceptions  to  what  is  pre- 
scribed by  that  Decree,  except  in  favour  of  Mussulman  passen^ers^  accompanied 
by  slaves  who  form  part  of  their  households  and  of  their  retmues.  With  this 
exception  alone,  it  is  our  intention  that  French  agents  continue  faithful  to  the 
spirit  and  to  the  directions  of  the  aforesaid  decree,  even  in  cases  in  which  they 
might  be  authorised  to  act  on  account  of  a  Power  admitting  other  principles. 

In  a  matter  which  interests  in  so  high  a  degree  the  cause  of  civilization  and 
humanity.  His  Majesty's  €k)vemment  means  that  its  Agents  should  take  no  part 
whatever,  direct  or  indirect,  in  acts  which  the  French  Legislature  forbids  to 
French  subjects.  Such,  M.  I'Ambassadeur,  are  the  views  of  the  King's  Govern- 
ment. The  instructions  which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Agents  of  His  Majesty 
make  me  feel  assured  that  in  future  they  will  conform  to  these  views  on  aU 
occasions.  (Signed)  GUIZOT. 

To  His  Eoccelkncy  Earl  Granville,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  ^c. 

No.  39. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Earl  Granville. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 
Circular  as  to  French  Functionaries  in  Slave^holding  Countries. 

(See  No.  3.) 

No.  40. 

discount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Bulwer. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  May  26, 1841. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  received  information  upon  which  re- 
liance can  be  placed,  that  a  Greek  vessel  named  the  ^' MUtiades'' led  Tunis 
apparently  for  Candia  on  the  25th  of  December,  1840,  furnished  with  papers 
signed  by  M.  Nyssen,  acting  Tuscan  and  Russian  Consul  at  Tunis,  the  captain 
of  the  French  brig  "  Palinure,''  stationed  at  Tunis,  and  M.  Gaspari,  agent  to 
M.  Nyssen,  having  been  cognizant  of  the  delivery  of  those  papers. 

Although  the  wind  was  favourable  when  the  vessel  set  sail,  the  captain  caused 
her  to  remain  in  the  Gulf  of  Tunis  two  days,  lying  off  and  on  ;  and  on  the  27th 
of  the  same  month  the  vessel  returned  to  the  road  of  Tunis  and  anchored  there. 
The  passengers  complained  to  M.  Gaspari  of  this  proceeding,  but  without  effect. 
On  the  31st  of  December  14  negroes  were  brought  to  the  vessel  bound  hand  and 
foot,  and  were  taken  on  board  ;  and  immediately  afterwards,  although  the  wind 
was  contrary,  the  brig  set  sail  for  her  ultimate  destination.  But  the  vessel 
having  been  driven  to  the  Island  of  Cephalonia,  the  captain  summoned  the  pas- 
sengers together,  and  made  them  take  oath  not  to  give  him  over  to  justice  for  his 
conduct  in  respect  to  carrying  these  slaves.  On  the  6th  of  January  one  of  the 
passengers,  however,  having  landed  in  Cephalonia,  stated  to  the  authorities  of  the 
island  the  abovementioned  facts ;  and  the  captain  was  thereupon  desired  to  pro* 
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duce  his  clearance  and  muster-roll,  but  he  declared  that  neither  M.  Nysseh  nor 
M.  Gaspari  had  delivered  any  such  roll  to  him. 

The  Cephalonian  authorities  then  proceeded  on  board  the  vessel,  and  found  in 
her  14  negroes  in  irons :  these  negroes  were  landed,  and  orders  were  given  for 
further  proceedings  in  the  case. 

You  will  communicate  these  facts  to  M.  Guizot,  with  reference  to  the  state- 
ment which,  by  my  Despatch,  Slave  Trade,  of  the  18th  of  March  last, 
his  Excellency  Lord  Granville  was  directed  to  make  to  that  Minister  upon  the 
subject. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H.  //•  Bulwer,  E^q. 
Sfc.        8f€. 

No.  4L 
Mr.  Bulwer  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Paris,  June  18, 1841^    . 
My  Lord,  {Received  June  21.) 

With  reference  to  your  Lordship's  Despatches  of  the  26lh  of  March  and 
the  26th  of  May,  and  mine  of  the  22nd  of  April,  I  now  have  the  honour  to  for- 
ward to  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  further  Note  which  I  have  received  from  M. 
Guizot  in  answer  to  one  1  addressed  to  his  Excellency  (in  obedience  to  your 
Lordship's  instructions),  reporting  the  circumstances  under  which  a  Greek  brig, 
the  "MUtiades/'  with  14  negro  slaves  on  board,  had  been  detained  in  the  Island 
of  Cephalonia. 

I  have  Sec 
(Signed)  HENRY  LYTTON  BULWEil. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
cfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  41 . 

M.  Guizot  to  Mr.  Bulwer. 

Monsieur,  Paris,  fell  Juin,  184L 

Je  vous  remercie  des  nouveaux  details  que  vous  m'avez  fait  I'honneur 
de  m'adresser,  le  31  du  moi&  dernier,  concernant  Fembarquement  de  treize 
esclaves  negres  a  bord  du  brig  Grec  le  '*  Miltiades''  dans  le  port  de  Tunis, 

Le  Consul-General  de  France  dans  cette  residence,  auquel  J'ai  fait  part  de  la 
communication  que  j'avais  re^ue  de  Lord  Granville  sur  le  meme  sujet,  vient  de 
me  transmettre  des  renseignemens  des  quels  il  resulte  que  les  reproches  allegues 
centre  M.  Gaspari,  dans  cette  occasion,  n'ont  aucun  rondement  et  sont  unique- 
ment  I'oeuvre  de  la  malveillance.  Je  n'insisterai  pas  sur  ces  explications,  qui  se 
trouvent  reproduites  dans  un  expose  que  M.  Gaspari,  en  sa  qualite  d'agent  du 
Consulatde  Sa  Majeste  Britannique,  a  adresse  k  M.  le  Consul  Anglais;  elles 
m'ont  paru  satisfaisantes,  et  je  peAse  que  votre  Gouvemement  les  jugera  6gale- 
ment  iMlmissibles  en  ce  qui  le  conceme. 

(Sign6)  GUIZOT. 

M.  H.  Lytton  Bulwer^ 
Sfc.        8fc. 


(Translation.) 

Sir,  Paris,  June  11,  184L 

I  THANK  you  for  the  new  details  you  did  me  the  honour  to  address  to  me 
on  the  31st  ultimo  respecting  the  embarkation  of  13  negro  slaves  on  board  the 
Greek  brig  *'  Miltiades;'  in  the  port  of  Tunis. 

The  Consul-General  of  France  at  that  port,  to  whom  I  imparted  the  conununi- 
cation  which  I  had  received  from  Lord  Gtanville  on  the  same  subject,  has  just 
transmitted  to  me  information  from  which  it  appears  that  the  complaints  alleged 
against  M.  Gaspari  on  that  occasion  have  no  foundation,  and  are  solely  the  work 
of  malevolence.    I  will  not  say  more  about  these  explanations,  which  are  repro- 
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duced  in  a  statement  addressed  by  M.  Gaspari,  in  bis  cajiacity  of  Consular  Agent 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  to  the  British  .Consul :  they  have  appeared  to  me  to  be 
sufficient,  and  I  think  your  Governmeiit  will  consider  them  equaHy  admissible, 
as  far  as  concerns  it 

(Signed)  GUIZOT. 

M.  H.  L.  Bultver, 
^c.  Sfc. 

No.  42. 

Baron  Sourqueney  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Londres^  k  19  Jwiw,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  June  21.) 

MoN  Gouvemement  me  charge  d'appeler  Fattention  de  votre  Excellence' 
sur  les  graves  inconveniens  qui  r^sultent  pour  notre  marine  marchande  de  la 
rigueur  avec  laquelle  la  station  Anglaise  exerce  sa  surveillance  k  la  cote 
d'Afrique.  Les  plaintes  energiques  consignees  dans  la  plupart  des  rapports 
adresses  au  Ministere  de  la  Marine  par  les  capitaines  de  batimens  de  commerce 
Fran^ais  qui  frequentent  ces  parages,  ont  naturellement  eveill6  la  soUicitude  da 
Gouvernement  du  Roi>  et  la  protection  qu'il  doit  a  ses  nationavx  lui  fait  un 
devoir  de  signaler'  au  Gouvernement  Britannique  la  conduite  des  croiaeurs  An^ 
glais  dans  ces  mers. 

Le  Sr.  Cases,  capitaine  du  brig  "  Z/a  jFimwy,"  recemment  arrivfe  de  la  cote 
occidentale  d'Afrique,  o{i  les  mauvais  temps  Font  rctenu  pendant  cinq  mois,  a 
port6  plainte  ^  son  retour  non  seulement  contre  les  officiers  subaltemes,  mais 
aussi  contre  le  Commodore,  qu'il  accuse  d'avoir,  k  plusieurs  reprises  et  sous  de 
frivoles  pretextes,  fait  abus  de  son  autorile. 

Mon  Gouvernement  esp^re,  my  Lord,  que  le  Gouvemement  Britannique  lui 
saura  gck  d'avoir  ainsi  provoqu^  son  attention  sur  des  rigueurs  qui  n*ont  pu  etre 
commises  que  contrairement  aux  instructions  donn^es  par  lui  a  ses  agens,  et 
qu'il  voudra  bien  prendre  les  mesures  nfecessaires  pour  que  le  droit  de  surveil- 
lance soit  a  Tavenir  exerce  par  les  croiseurs  Anglais  dans  les  limites  d'une  juste 
moderation. 

Veuillez  agreer,  my  Lord,  Tassurance  de  ma  plus  haute  consideration. 

(Signe)  BOURQUENEY.     , 

A  Son  Excellence  Lord  Palmerston, 
8f€.  Spc.  ^c. 


(Translation.) 

My  Lord,  London,  June  19,  184L 

My  Government  has  directed  me  to  call  your  Excellency's  attention  to 
the  serious  inconveniences  which  are  occasioned  to  our  merchant  navy  by  the 
rigour  with  which  the  English  squadron  performs  its  search  upon  the  Coast  of 
AfVica.  The  energetic  complaints  contained  in  the  majority  of  the  reports  ad- 
drei»ed  to  the  Department  of  Marine  by  the  captains  of  French  merchant-vessels 
frequenting  those  parts  have  naturally  awakened  the  solicitude  of  the  King's 
Government,  and  the  protection  it  owes  to  its  countrymen  makes  it  a  duty  to- 
point  out  to  the  British  Government  the  conduct  of  British  cruisers  in  those  seas. 

M.  Casas,  captain  of  the  brig  "Z/a  Fanny/'  lately  arrived  from  the  Western 
Coast  of  Africa,  where  she  was  detained  five  months  by  stress  of  weather,  makes 
complaint  on  his  return,  not  only  against  the  subaltern  oflScers,  but  likewise 
against  the  Commodore,  whom  he  accuses  of  having,  on  several  occasions  and 
under  frivolous  pretexts,  made  an  abusive  use  of  his  authority. 

My  Government  expresses  a  hope,  my  Lord,  that  the  Government  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty  will  feel  thankful  lor  having  its  attention  thus  called  to  the  rigor- 
ous excesses  which  cannot  but  have  been  committed  contrary  to  the  instructions 
given  by  it  to  its  Agents ;  and  that  it  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
in  order  that  the  right  of  search  be  in  future  exercised  by  British  cruisers  within 
the  limits  of  a  just  moderation.  ^ 

Accept,  my  Lord,  &c. 
(Signed)  BOURQUENEY. 

To  His  Excellency  Lord  Palmerston^ 
Sfc.  ^c.  Sfc. 
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.        No.  43. 
Baron  Bourqueney  to  Vucount  Paimerston. 

My  Lord,  >  Z/e»wire*,  28  Jwm,  1841. 

(Received  July  2,) 

Ls  Q&  Nomembre^  1839,  Mr.  Laplane,  m^decin  et  naturaliste  Francais, 
s^embarqua  a  St.  Paul  de  Loaada  (cdte  d* Angola)  ea  qaalite  de  pasaager  k  bord' 
danavire  Partuguak  ^*  L/es  Deux  FreresJ'  Ind^ndamment  des  effets  n^ces^ 
saires  k  son  usage  ^rsonnd,  il  aroit  avec  lui  plusieiirs  collections  d'objets  d'hi»* 
toire  natureUe  recueillis  en  Afriqoe*  €e  batiment>  qui  devoit  faire  voile  pour  Ir 
Bresil,  et  dont  le  cfam*genieitt,  suiTant  le»  assertions  do  Sr.  Laplane^  confirmees 
d'ailleurs  par  plusieurs  temoij;iiage8  judiciaires,  etoit  l%al,  fut  arrete  le  29  No- 
vembre  par  le  brick  de  guerre  Anglais  *'  Colomhiney^  et  exp^die  pour  Sierra 
Leone  avec  son  capitaine  et  tout  son  chargement,  sans  exception  de  ce  qui  appar- 
tenoit  a  Mr.  Laplane,  qui  fut  oblig^  de  retourner  k  Loanda  n'emportant  avec  lui 
qa'un  matelas  et  dii  linge. 

JVJbr.  Laplane  a  feit  d'abord  conotater  dans  cette  ville  par  une  enqu^te  judiciaire 
les  pertes  qu*il  arvott  £utes,  et  avec  d'autant  plus  d*exactitude  que  les  objets  qui 
loi  avoient  6te  enlevfes  ne  se  trouvoient  pas,  par  leur  nature,  porles  sur  le  mani- 
feste  du  navire  **  Les  Deux  Fretesr  Ces  objets  ont  6te  evalues  a  la  somme  de 
19,318  francs ;  puis  a  scm  arrivee  a  Rio  de  Janeiro  il  s'est  empresse  de  d^poser 
a  la  legation  Faan^ise  la  plainte  qu  il  se  croit  en  droit  d'elever  contre  le  com- 
mandant du  navire  Anglais  "  Colomhinei'  et  la  demande  en  reparation  du  preju- 
dice qui  lui  a  fetfe  causfe. 

Mon  Gouverneraent  me  charge,  my  Lord,  d'appeler  Tattention  de  votre  Ex- 
cellence sur  cette  reclamation,  et  il  espere  qu'apres  avoir  pris  connoissance  de 
toutes  les  ctrconstances  de  Taffaire,  et  verifi6  lui-meme  I'exactitude  des  faits  prfe- 
sentfes  par  Mr.  Laplane,  le  Gouvemement  Anglais  voudra  bien  lui  accorder  une 
indemnity  proportionnee  aux  pertes  qu'il  a  souifertes. 

J'ai  Fhonneur  d'envoyer  ci-joint  a  votre  Excellence  la  traduction  Fran^aise 
deTenquSte  judiciaire  faite  a  Loanda. 

Veuillez  agrfeer,  my  Lord,  Tassurance  de  ma  plus  haute  consideration. 

(Signe)  BOURQUENEY. 

A  Son  Excellence  Lord  Paimerston, 
8fc.        8fc.        8^. 

(Translation.) 
My  Lord,  London^  June  @8,  1841. 

On  the  26th  November,  1839,  M.  Laplane,  a  French  physician  and  na- 
turalist, embarked  at  St.  Paul  de  Loanda  (coast  of  Angola)  as  passenger  on 
board  the  Portuguese  vessel  "  Les  Deux  Freres^  Besides  the  things  neces- 
sary for  his  personal  use,  he  had  with  him  several  collections  of  objects  of 
natural  history,  made  in  Africa.  This  vessel,  which  was  to  have  gone  to  Brazil, 
and  whose  cargo,  according  to  the  assertion  of  M.  Laplane,  confirmed  by  several 
judicial  witnesses,  was  lawful,  was  seized  on  the  29th  November  by  the  English 
brig-of-war  **  Columbine,^  and  despatched  to  Sierra  Leone  with  her  captain, 
and  all  she  had  on  board,  not  excepting  what  belonged  to  M.  Laplane,  who 
was  obliged  to  return  to  Loanda  with  nothing  but  a  mattress  and  some  linen. 

M.  Laplane  immediately  verified  in  that  city,  by  means  of  a  judicial  deposi- 
tion, the  losses  he  had  sustained,  and  he  did  this  with  the  greater  exactitude, 
because  the  things  which  had  been  taken  away  from  him  were  of  such  a  natttre 
that  they  were  not  mentioned  in  the  manifest  of  *^  Les  Deux  Freres.'*  Those 
things  were  valued  at  19,318  francs;  afterwards,  on  his  arrival  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
he  hastened  to  lodge  at  the  French  Legation  the  complaint  he  considered 
himself  entitled  to  make  against  the  commander  of  the  En^ish  vessel-of-war 
**  Columbine,"  and  the  demand  for  reparation  for  the  injury  be  has  suj^tained. 

My  Government  directs  me,  my  Lord,  to  call  your  Excellency's  attention  td 
this  demand ;  and  it  expresses  a  hope  that  the  British  Government,  after  having 
considered  all  the  circumstances  of  the  aifair,  and  ascertained  iFor  itself  the 
correctness  of  the  facts  stated  by  M.  Laplane,  will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  an 
indemnity  proportioned  to  his  losses. 

I  have  the  honour  to  send  herewith  to  your  Excellency  the  French  Translation 
of  the  judicial  investigation  made  at  Loanda. 

Accept,  &c. 
To  His  Excellency  Lord  Paimerston,  (Signed)  BOURQUENEY. 

8fc.  8fc.  Sfc.  ^  J 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  43. 
(Traduction.) 
Monsieur  le  Juge  de  Droit  dc  la  Ville  dc  Loanda,  MeUo  Pereira. 
Monsieur^ 

Vous  expose  Louis  Napolton  Laplane,  Fran^ais,  docteur  en  m£decine, 

qu'il  a  besoin^  pour  etablir  ses  droits  et  recours,  que  le  greffier  de  votre  tribunal, 

ou  qui  il  appartiendra  en  sa  place,  lui  d^livre  expedition  du  protet  auquel  a  donn^ 

lieu  Tarrestation  du  brick  Portuguais  les  '^  Deuw  Frh-es,''  lequel  prot^  doit  se 

;  trouver  dans  les  dossiers  de  ce  greffe ;  et  comme  Pextrait  ne  peut  s'en  fiure  que 

^r  votce  ordre,  il  vous  supplie  de  vouloir  bien  acc^der  a  sa  demande. 

iSoit  fait  ainsi  qu'il  est  requis,  k  moins  d'opposition. 

(Signfe)  MELLO  PEREIRA. 

Loanda,  trente  Janvier,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 

Je  soussign6,  Joaquim  Correia  da  Conceicao,  greffier  nomm6  et  asser-i 
nient6  (en  empechement  du  titulaire)  du  Juge  de  Droit  en  celte  ville  de 
Loanda,  province  d' Angola,  &c.,  certifie  quen  conformity  de  I'ordonnance 
d'autre  part,  ayant  proc6de  a  revoir  les  registres  des  actesregus  en  ce  grefie> 
dont  le  requ^rant  fait  mention,  a  la  feuille  trois,  ai  trouv^  une  ordonnance  du 
Gouvemeur-Gen^ral  de  la  province,  renvoyant  au  d61^6  du  Procureur  de  la 
Couronne  un  protet  fait  par  le  piloteet  contremaitre  du  brick  les  ^'Deux  FrerenJ^ 
ainsi  que  par  un  passager  du  m^me  navire :  duquel  protet  la  teneur  est  comme 
suit :  "  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur, — Les  soussign^s,  Joaquim  Antonio  Franco, 
Manuel  Pereira  Borges,  le  premier  pilote,  I'autre  contremaitre  du  brick  les 
'  DeuwFreresy  et  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane,  docteur  en  ra^decine  et  passager  sur 
le  dit  navire,  ont  Thonneur  de  vous  exposer,  qu'^tant  sortis  du  port  de  cette 
ville  a  bord  du  dit  navire,  porlant  chargement  l^gal  de  cire,.huile,  &c.,le  vingt- 
six  du  courant,  le  jour  suivant,  vingt-sept  Novembre,  ils  rencontrSrent  le  brick 
de  guerre  Anglais  '  Columbine,'  Commandant  Elliot^  par  lequel  ils  furent  visit6s« 
II  fetait  alors  midi  et  demi,  le  navire  se  trouvant  par  huit  dfegrfes  vingt-cinq 
minutes  latitude  sud,  et  douze  Akgvks  cinquante  minutes  longitude  est  de  Green- 
wich. Le  Commandant  Anglais,  un  officier,  un  aspirant,  et  quelques  malelots, 
montant  a  notre  bord,  se  misent  a  ouvrir  les  ^coutilles,  d^sarrim^rent  le 
chargement,  forcirent  les  caissons  de  la  chambre,  ainsique  tons  volumes  fermes, 
percirent  plusieurs  pipes  et  barils  d'huile,  et  fouillerent  tout  le  sable  du  lest : 
actions  accompagn^es  de  violences  injurieuses  propres  a  faire  craindre  que  le 
navire  visiteur  ne  fut  un  pirate  plutot  qu'un  batiment  appartenant  a  la  marine 
de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique.  Ils  brisSrent  ensuite  la  malle  du  Capitaine,  et  en 
tirerent  tons  ses  papiers,  dont  ils  dechirerent  la  majeure  partie,  et  gard^rent  le 
reste,  entr'aulres  le  manifeste  de  la  douane.  Le  Commandant  ayant  envoy^  a 
bord  de  son  brick  ^Columbine'  le  pilote  et  le  passager  Laplane,  ils  per- 
mirent  au  pilote  de  prendre  avec  lui  ses  effets,  mais  seulement  aprds  les  avoir 
6tendus  9a  et  1^  sur  le  pont,  ainsi  que  ceux  des  matelots,  qui  furent  6galement 
conduits  a  bord  du  brick  de  guerre.  Ce  qui  eut  lieu  vers  les  cinq  heures. 
£t  ainsi  tout  T^quipage  s'y  trouva  transport!  et  detenu,  moins  le  Capitaine  et 
un  matelot,  qui  durent  aller  avec  le  navire  a  Sierra  Leone,  le  Commandant 
Anglais  ayant  toujours  emp^che  que  le  Capitaine  communiquat  avec  qui  que 
ce  fut  de  son  navire.  lis  transborderent  sur  le  brick  de  guerre  deux  veaux 
embarqu^s  avec  les  provisions  pour  le  voyage,  et  une  terrine  de  cire,  mais 
qu'ils  renvoySrent  apr^s  en  avoir  fait  Texamen.  £nfin  dix  hommes  du  brick 
de  guerre  furent  mis  comme  Equipage  sur  le  navire  capture  pour  le  conduire, 
dirent  les  Anglais,  a  Sierra  Leone,  et  alors  les  deux  b^timens  se  sfepar^rent. 
Le  *  Columbine  '  courut  vers  le  nord,  et  mouilla  en  vue  de  terre  a  la  Pointe  de 
Dand^,  vers  les  onze  heures  du  soir.  Peu-apres  vint  aupres  de  nous  la  goelette 
Portuguaise  ^  Despique  da  Inveja,^  de  Francisco  Franco,  qui  mouille  aussi, 
et  resta  la  jusqu  au  lendemain,  28 ;  et  ce  meme  jour  28,  dSs  le  matin,  nous 
fumes  remis  a  bord  de  la  dite  goelette  avec  ce  que  nous  fumes  avoir  de  notre 
bagage.  Au  moment  de  quitter  le  '  Columbine,'  le  Commandant  nous  dit 
qu'il  lavait  arretfe  le  brick  les  *  Deux  Freres"  parce  qu'il  etait  de  construction 
Espagnole.  Tant  que  nous  fumes  a  bord  du  '  Columbine,'  il  ne  nous  donna 
pour  aliment  que  du  biscuit  pourri;  et  il  nous  recommanda  lors  du  depart 
de  prfevenir  le  Gouverneur  de  la  province  qu'il  6tait  r^solu  a  arrSter  tons  les 
navires  Portugais  qui  sortiraient  du  port  de  cette  ville ;  qu'on  pouvait  envoyer 
C(»itre  lui  la  corvette  (Urania)  etd'autres  encore,  si  on  voulait;  que  pen  lui 
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importait^  et  qu'il  Stait  decide  a  faire  soufTrir  les  avanies  qui  d^pendraient  de 
lui  a  la  nation  Portngaise.  jusquau  moment  ou  Sa  Majeste  Trfes-Fidele 
consentirait  k  signer  le  Traitfe  propose.  II  est  triste  pour  des  Portugais 
d'avoir  a  raconter  des  faits  semblables,  et  ils  ne  peuvent  que  ressentir  une 
juste  indignation  en  se  Yoyant.ainsi  trait^s  par  des  Strangers  qui  r^pondent  si 
mal  aux  sentimens  sjmpethiques  de  ces  m^mes  Portugais  envers  les  autres 
nations.  Les  soussign^s  ne  sauraient  pourtant  garder  le  silence  sur  des 
6v6nemens  dont  eux-memes^  ou  leurs  compatriotes,  a  leur  connaissance,  ont 
4t6  victinaes;  et  ils  doivent  en  consequence  vous  dire  aussi^  Monsieur  le 
Gouverneur,  que  ce  mSme  Commandant  Anglais  leur  a  declare  qu'il  arait 
arretfe  le  trois-mats  le  **  Veloz,''  egalenient  sorli  de  ce  port,  et  qu'il  Tavait  de 
meme  envqyfe  a  Sierra  Leone.  lis  prient  votre  Excellence  de  ne  voir  ici  chez 
les  soussign^s  que  de  la  sinc^rit^  sans  intention  haineuse,  malgr^  les  pertes 
et  les  injures  de  tout  genre  qu'ils  ont  eu  a  souffrir  de  la  part  du  Commandant 
Anglais ;  traitement  que  la  nation  Portugaise  a  si  pen  mferite  et  provoqufe ;  le 
present  rapport  devant  au  reste  6tre  consid^r^  comme  un  protet  Ifegal  qu'ib 
adressent  a  votre  Excellence  pour  qu'il  soit  transmis  a  Tautorilfe  compfetente, 
qui  le  revetira  de  toutes  les  lormalit^s  que  veut  la  loi  pour  fetablir  leurs  droits 
et  recours. 

Ils  ont  rhonneur  d'etre  de  votre  Excellence  les  tr^s  humbles  et  respectueux 
Serviteurs, 

(Signfes)  JOAQUIM  ANTONIO  FRANCO, 

Pilote. 
MANOEL  PEREIRA  BORGES, 
Contremaitre  (lequel  ne  sachant 
signer,  a  fait  sa  croix). 
LAPLANE, 

Docteur  en  Mfedecine,  passager. 
Loanda,  trente  Novembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf. 

Prestation  de  Serment — Affirmation  du  Protet. 

Le  trente  Novembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf,  en  cette  ville  de  Loanda, 
province  d'Angola,  en  la  residence  du  Juge  Ordinaire,  Docteur  Estevao  da 
Fonseca  Negrao,  servant  par  interim  de  Juge  de  Droit  de  premiere  instance  de 
cette  province,  ^tant  present  le  del^gufe  du  Procureur  de  la  Couronne,  ont  com- 
paru  Joaquim  Antonio  Franco,  pilote  du  brick  **  Les  Deux  Freres,"  le  contre- 
maitre du  dit  navire  Manoel  Pereira  Bor^es,  et  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane,  Fran- 
^ais,  docteur  en  m^decine,  passager  sur  le  dit  navire,  tons  bien  connus  de  moi,  et 
dont  Pidentit^  est  par  moi  attestee;  et  ils  ont  declar6  au*  mSme  Juge  qu'ils  ve- 
naient  affirmer  le  protet  adressfe  par  eux  a  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur  de  cette  pro- 
vince (lequel  Protet  se  trouve  au  dossier,  folio  quatre),  ainsi  que  les  faits  qui  y 
sont  relates :  auxquelles  tins  le  Juge  les  ay  ant  admis  k  preter  le  serment  voulu^ 
de  mani^re  k  ce  que,  sous  la  foi  de  ce  serment,  ils  eussent  h,  dire  sans  dol  ni 
arriere-pensee  calomnieuse  si  dans  le  Protet  susmentionn6  ils  n'avaient  fete  que 
v^ridiques  et  sinc^res^  et  s'ils  le  seraient  dans  Taffirmation  qu'ils  venaient  en  faire 
par  devant  lui.  Ayant  les  susdits  pret6  serment  dans  les  formes  d'usage,  ils  ont 
declare  que  leur  dit  Protet  ne  contenait  que  vferitfe,  et  qu*ils  Taffirmaient  sans  dol 
ni  arriere-pensee  de  mauvaise  foi. — De  quoi  le  Juge  a  ordonn6  qu'acte  fut  dresse : 
auquel  acte  ils  ont  signfe. 

(Signes)        JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA,  Greffier. 

NEGRAO. 

TORRES 

JOAQUIM  ANTONIO  FRANjCO. 

LAPLANE. 

MANOEL  PEREIRA  BORGES  (ne  sachant  fecrire,  a 

fait  sa  croix). 

Rien  de  plus  n'fetait  contenu  aux  actes  que  dessus,  Protet  et  Affirmation  du 

Protet ;  et  au  folio  quatorze  verso,  venait  le  jugement,  dont  la  teneur  suit:    Je 

tiens  et  declare  pour  suffisamment  etablis  et  prouv6s  les  faits  exposes  en  la  re- 
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Et  rien  de  plus  n'etait  r ontenu  aux  acte»  que  dessiis,  Protet^  Affirmation  dii 
Prot^t,  et  Jugement^  dont  j'ai  fait  la  presente  expedition  sur  les  origjnaux,  anx- 
qaels  je  me  refere,  et  que  j'ai  fidelement  ex  traits  sans  alteration  ni  dissemblaDce 
aiictitte>  le  tout  ayant  kt6  revu  avec  soin  et  collationn^  par  moi  en  eette  viUe  de 
S.  Paul  de  TAssomption  de  Loanda,  province  d'Aogola,  le  quatre  F^Trier,  mil 
liuit  cent  quarante*     En  foi  de  tout  quoi  j'ai  signk, 

(Signe)  JOAQUIM  CORREA  DA  CONCEICAO. 

Loanda,  les  jour,  inois»  et  an  susdits. 

Nous  soussign^  attestons  arec  serment  la  si^ature  ci-dessus  de  Joaqmn 
Correa  da  Conceicao,  com  me  y^ritable  et  legitime. 

(8ign6)  AUGUSTO  MILLIED  HARAULT. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  quatre  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 
Les  signatures  ci-dessus  certifi6es  veritables. 

(Signe)  JOSE  PIRES  GARCIA,  Notaire. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  quatre  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 

Et  plus  has  il  y  avait  en  langue  Fran9ai6e  la  s^nature  ci-dessus  de  M.  Joee 
Pires  Garcia,  notaire  public  en  cette  ville  de  Rio  de  Janeiro,  certifi6e  veritable 
par  nous,  Vice-Consul,  Chanceiier  de  la  Legation  de  France  au  Bresil. 

Le  Chanceiier  de  m  Legation  de  France, 

(Signe)  Th.  TAUNAY. 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  quatre  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 

Pour  traduction  et  extrait  conformes  collationnes  sur  la  piece  originale  qui 
nous  a  ^te  representee  par  le  Sr.  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane,  le  tout  fait  ^  sa 
requdte. 

Le  Chanceiier  de  la  Legation  de  France, 

(Signe)  Th.  TAUNAY- 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  six  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quamnte. 

Pour  extrait  conforme. 

Le  ChanceKer  de  la  Legation  de  France, 

(Sigo6)  Th.  TAUNAY. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  six  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 

Delivre  a  la  requite  de  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane. 

(Translation.)  M.  Laplane's  Case. 

Application. 
To  the  Juiz  de  Direita  of  the  City  of  Loanda,  Senhor  MeUo  Pereira. 

Sir, 

Louis  Napolxon  Laplane,  a  French  subject,  and  doctor  of  medicine, 
declares  that  he  requires,  in  order  to  secure  his  claims  and  means  of  redress,  that 
the  greffier  of  your  tribunal,  or  whomsoever  else  it  pertains  to,  furnish  him  v^ith 
an  extract  from  the  Protest  against  the  seizure  of  the  Portuguese  Brig  **  Dots 
Hermaos,"  which  Protest  ought  to  be  among  the  archives  of  the  said  greffier; 
and  as  such  extract  cannot  be  made  without  your  order,  I  pray  you  to  accede  to 
this  denumd. 

Answer. 

X<et  what  is  required  be  done,  if  there  be  no  objection  thereto. 

(Signed)  MELLO  PEREIRA. 

Loanda,  January  30,  1840. 

The  Undersigned,  Joaquim  Correia  da  Conceicao,  appointed  and  sworn  clerk 
(pending  the  absence  *of  the  person  holding  that  appointment)  of  the  Juiz  de 
Direito  in  this  city  of  Loanda,  in  the  province  of  Ai^ola,  &c.,  certifies  that,  in 
conformity  with  the  above  decree,  having  proceeded  to  examine  the  register  of 
acts  deposited  in  this  office,  of  which  the  demandant  makes  mention,  he  found, 
at  page  3,  a  decree  of  the  Governor-General  of  the  province,  returning  to  the 
Deputy  Advocate-General  of  the  crown  a  protest  entered  by  the  mate  and  boat- 
swain of  the  brig  *'  Dots  Irmaos/'  and  by  a  passenger  in  the  said  vessel,  of  which 
protest  the  tenor  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Mr.  Governor, — The   undersigned,  Joaquim  Antonio  Franco,  Manuel  Pe- 
reira  Borges,  the  former  mate  and  the  latter  boatswain  of  the  brig  '  Dots  IrmaoSy 
and  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane,  doctor  of  physic,  and  passenger  on  board  the  said 
vessel,  have  the  honour  to  state  that,  having  sailed  from  the  port  of  this  city  on 
board  the  said  vessel,  with  a  lawful  cargo  of  wax^  oil,  &c.^  on  the  2fith  inst.^   j 
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on  the  following  day,  the  27th  November,  they  fell  in  with  the  English  brig-of- 
war  *  Columbine/  Commander  Elliott,  by  whom  they  were  visited.  It  was 
then  half-past  12  at  noon,  the  vessel  being  in  latitude  8*"  25'  S,,  and  longitude 
12*  5(y  E.  of  Greenwich.  The  English  commander,  an  officer,  a  midshipman, 
and  some  sailors,  coming  on  board,  began  to  open  the  hatches,  displaced  the 
cargo,  forced  open  the  lockers  in  the  cabin,  as  well  as  all  closed  boxes,  pierced 
several  pipes  and  barrels  of  oil,  and  rummaged  over  all  the  sand  ballast ;  these 
acts  being  accompanied  with  violent  abuse,  such  as  to  occasion  the  fear  that  the 
visiting  vessel  was  a  pirate  rather  than  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  navy  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty.  They  next  broke  open  the  captain's  chest,  and  took  from  it 
all  his  papers,  of  which  they  tore  the  greater  part,  and  kept  the  rest,  among 
others  the  manifest  of  the  customhouse.  The  commander  having  sent  on  board 
his  brig,  the  *  Columbine,'  the  mate  and  the  passenger  Laplane,  permitted  the 
mate  to  carry  his  eflfects  with  him  after  having  scattered  them  about  the  deck, 
as  also  those  of  the  sailors,  who  were  likewise  carried  on  board  the  brig-of-war. 
This  happened  about  five  o'clock.  And  thus  the  whole  crew  was  carried  off 
and  detained,  except  the  captain  and  one  sailor,  who  were  to  go  with  the  vessel 
to  Sierra  Leone,  the  English  commander  having  all  the  while  prevented  the 
captain  from  communicating  with  anybody  belonging  to  his  vessel.  They 
carried  on  board  the  brig-of-war  two  calves  which  were  embarked  with  the 
provisions  for  the  voyage,  and  a  pan  of  wax,  which,  however,  they  sent  back  again, 
after  having  examined  it. 

**  Finally,  10  men  from  the  brig  of  war  were  placed  as  crew  on  board  the 
captured  vessel  to  navigate  her,  as  they  said,  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  then  the 
two  vessels  separated.  The  ^Columbine'  ran  northward  and  anchored  in 
sight  of  land  off  the  Point  of  Dande,  about  1 1  at  night.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
Portuguese  schooner  *  Despique  da  Inveja^  belonging  to  Francisco  Franco, 
made  towards  us,  which  also  anchored  and  remained  until  the  following  day, 
the  28th ;  and  on  that  same  day,  the  28th,  early  in  the  morning,  we  were  put 
on  board  the  said  schooner  with  what  luggage  we  had.  At  the  moment  of 
our  leaving  the  *  Columbine'  the  commander  told  us  he  had  detained  the 
brig  *  Dou  Irmaos^  because  she  was  Spanish  built.  While  we  were  on  board 
the  ^Columbine*  he  gave  us  nothing  to  eat  but  rotten  biscuit;  and  he  desired 
us,  previously  to  our  departure,  to  warn  the  Governor  of  the  province  that  he 
was  resolved  to  detain  all  Portuguese  vessels  that  should  leave  the  port  of  this 
dty ;  that  they  might  send  out  against  him  the  corvette  (Urania)  and  others  if 
they  pleased  ;  that  it  mattered  little  to  him,  and  that  he  was  determined  to 
make  the  Portuguese  nation  suffer  as  much  as  he  could,  until  Her  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty  should  consent  to  sign  the  proposed  Treaty.  It  is  painful  for 
Portuguese  subjects  to  relate  such  facts,  and  they  cannot  but  feel  a  just  indig* 
nation  at  being  thus  treated  by  foreigners  who  make  so  bad  a  return  for  the 
sympathy  of  these  same  Portuguese  towards  other  nations.  The  deponents 
could  not,  however,  remain  silent  regarding  events  of  which  they  themselves, 
or  their  countrymen,  to  their  knowledge,  have  become  the  victims  ;  and  they 
must,  in  consequence,  state  to  you,  Mr.  Governor,  that  this  same  English  com- 
mander declared  to  them  that  he  had  detained  the  ship  *  Veloz,'  which  also 
sailed  from  this  port,  and  had  sent  her  likewise  to  Sierra  Leone.  They  pray 
your  Excellency  to  believe  that  their  sincerity  is  unmixed  with  any  malevolent 
intention,  notwithstanding  the  losses  and  injuries  of  all  kinds  which  they  have 
sustained  through  the  English  commander :  a  treatment  which  the  Portuguese 
nation  has  so  little  merited  or  provoked ;  the  present  report  being  otherwise 
considered  as  a  legal  protest,  which  they  address  to  your  Excelleucy  in  order 
to  its  being  transmitted  to  the  competent  authority,  to  be  invested  with  all  the 
formalities  required  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  their  rights  and  resources. 
They  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  themselves  your  Excellency's  most  humble 
and  respectful  servants, 

(Signed)        ''  JOAQUIM  ANTONIO  FRANCO,  Mate. 

MANOEL  PEREIRA  BORGES,  Boatswain, 
(who,  not    knowing  how  to    write,    makes 
his><.) 
LAPLANE,  M.D.,  passenger. 
*'  Loanda,  30th  November,  1839." 

[Here  follow  certificates  as  to  the  administration  of  the  oaths,  the  affirmation 

of  the  protest,  decree,  and  attestation.!  /  ^  r^r^t^\r^ 
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Second  Enclosure  in  No,  43, 
(Traduction.) 

Extratt  des  Actes  relatifs  a  la  plainte  portee  par  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane. 

Est  fait  savoir  a  tons  ceux  qui  verront  les  presentes  que  Tan  de  notre 
Seigneur  Jesus  Christ  rail  huit  cent  trente-neuf,  le  quatorze  Dfecerabre,  en 
cette  ville  deSt.  Paul  de  I'Assomption  de  Loanda,  province  d' Angola,  a  com- 
paru  par  devant  moi  Louis  Napolfeon  Laplane,  de  moi  bien  connu,  lequel 
m'a  requis  de  lui  delivrer  copie  authentique  des  actes  relatifs  a  la  plainte 
qu'il  a  portee,  justification  par  t^moins,  et  jugeraent  qui  s'en  est  suivi:  le 
tout  aux  fins  que  de  droit;  et  en  consequence,  je  wsoussigne,  conformfenient 
a  la  dite  requete,  ai  fait  la  prfesente  copie,  sous  forme  executoire,  des  dits 
actes,  dont  la  teneur  est  comrae  suit : — 

*'  Angola^  annSe  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf.     Tribunal  de  Premiere  Instance. 
Plainte  portee  par  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane. — GreffieTf  Araujo. 

"  L'an  de  notre  Seigneur  Jesus  Christ  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf,  le  septierae 
jour  du  mois  de  Dfecembre,  en  cette  ville  de  Loanda^  province  d'Angola,  m'a 
6tfe  remise  une  plainte  en  soustraction  de  valeurs,  avec  note  explicative  de 
ces  memes  valeurs,  par  Louis  Napolfeon  Laplane^  demandant  a  fetablir  par 
t^moins  les  faits  avances  en  la  dite  plainte :  lesquelles  pi^es,  dont  la  teneur 
suit,  j'ai  jointes  au  dossier. 

(Signe)        "  Jose  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira,  Greffier'' 

Requite  d  M.  le  Juge  Ordinaire^  servant  par  interim  de  Juge  de  Droit. 
Monsieur, 

Vous  expose  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane,  Francais,  docteur  en  m^decine, 
que  pour  se  mettre  en  mesure  de  reclamer  les  indemnites  et  dommages  int6- 
rets  a  lui  diks  pour  les  pertes  que  lui  a  fait  souffrir  le  commandant  du  brick 
de  guerre  Anglais  "Columbine."  II  a  besoin  de  prouver  par  devant  vous 
et  le  d6l6gue  ce  qui  suit :  a  savoir — que  s'fetant  embarqufe  sur  le  brick  Portu- 
gais  les  "  Deuce  FrereSy'  sorti  du  port  de  cette  ville  le  vingt-six  Novembre 
avec  destination  pour  Rio  de  Janeiro,  ayant  a  bord  un  chargement  legal,  le 
plaignant  emportait  avec  lui  les  objets  sp6cififes  sur  la  note  jointe  au  present, 
montanta  la  valeur  de  trois  contos  cent  cinq  mille  reis:  laquelle  sorame  re- 
duite  en  francs  fait  dix-neuf  mille  quatre  cent  six  francs ;  que  les  dits  objets 
ont  kik  vus  et  rejus  a  bord  par  le  pilote  du  dit  brick;  que  d*ailleurs  plusieurs 
personnes  qui  venaient  chez  le  plaignant  Tout  trouvfe  souvent  employant  son 
tems  et  ses  soins  h,  des  preparations  d'objets  analogues  d'histoire  naturelle, 
et  qu'il  avait  tout  perdu,  n'ayant  avec  lui  lorsqu'il  debarqua  en  cette  ville  le 
vingt-neuf  Novembre  qu'un  matelas  et  son  linge,  attendu  que  le  navire  sur 
lequel  il  s'etait  embarque  avait  ktk  arrets  par  le  dit  commandant  Anglais  et 
envoyfe  a  Sierra  Leone  avec  tout  le  chargement  k  bord ;  demandant  qu'apres 
qu'il  aura  dument  justifie  du  tout,  vous  veuilliez  bien  rendre  un  jugement 
en  consequence,  et  ordonner  qu'on  lui  delivre  tons  les  documens  et  titres 
utiles  pour  faire  valoir  ses  recours  contre  qui  il  appartiendra  en  tems  et  lieu : 
auxquelles  fins  il  vous  supplie  de  Tadmettre  k  fournir  la  dite  preuve  apres 
citation  du  dfelegufe. 

Temoins  a  faire  comparaitre. 

(Signfes)  JOAQUIM  ANTONIO  FRANCO. 

MANOEL  DA  ROCHA  PORTO. 
AGOSTINHO  AURELIO  DE  OLIVEIRA. 
JOSE  DE  NASCIMENTO  PEREIRA. 
JOAO  ANTONIO  DE  CARMO- 
Soit  fait  ainsi  qu'il  est  requis. 

(Sign6)  NEGRAO. 

Loanda,  quatre  D^cembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf. 

Note  indiquant  la  quantite  et  qualite  des  valeurs  sous  traites^prix  du  court  des 
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drap  noir,  deux  mille ;  un  roanteau  en  bouracani  demi-use,  trois  mille  ;  un  cro- 
codile empaille^  quarante  mille;  quatre  cages  avec  divers  oiseaux  d'Afrique 
vivants,  quarante  mille ;  divers  objets  d'histoire  naturelle  et  curiositfes  du  pays, 
trois  cent  mille  ;  huit  boites  de  conserves  d'apert,  lesquelles  ont  kik  enfonc^es  a 
coups  de  marteau^  vingt  mille ;  douze  mille  sangsues  bien  conditionnes  pour  le 
vovage,  un  conto  deux  cent  mille  reis ;  dommages-intferets,  perte  de  terns,  &c., 
sept  cent  cinquante  mille  reis.  Total,  trois  contos  quatre  vingt  onze  mille  reis; 
reduction  en  francs,  dix-neuf  mille  trois  cent  dix-huit. 

(Signfe)  LAPLANE. 

Jos6  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira,  greffier  du  Juge  de  Droit  en  cette  ville  de 
Loanda^  province  d' Angola,  certifie  avoir  cite  person  nellement  le  d^l^gue  du 
Procureur  de  la  Couronne,  Docteur  Pedro  Torres  Ribeiro,  cocform^ment  a  la 
teneur  de  I9  requete  ci-dessus  en  ordonnance,  lequel  s'est  reconnu  pour  cite,  et  a 
signe  avec  moi. 

(Signfes)        PEDRO  DE  TORRES  RIBEIRO. 

JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA. 
Loanda,  neuf  D^cembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf. 

Leueuf  Decembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf,  en  ce  Greffe,  j'ai  joint  au  dossier 
les  actes  ci-dessous  de  citation  des  t^moins  nomm^s  dans  la  requete  de  Laplane. 
(Signe)        JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA. 

Ordonnance. — Je  soussigne,  Docteur  Estevao  da  Fonseca  Negrao,  juge  ordi- 
naire remplissant  les  fonctions  de  juge  de  droit  de  premiere  instance  de  cette 
province  d' Angola  et  dependances,  ordonne  au  greflSer  de  ce  tribunal  de  citer 
les  t^moins  dont  la  liste  est  ici  incluse,  afin  qu'ils  vient  a  comparaitre  dcmain 
a  dix  heures  du  matin,  sous  les  peines  voulues  par  la  loi. 

(Signe)  NEGRAO. 

Loanda,  neuf  Decembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf. — Ecrit 
par  le  Greffier,  Jos6  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira. 

Je  soussign^,  greffier,  certifie  qu'en  conformite  de  Tordonnance  du  Juge  j'ai 
cit6  les  t^moins  ci-dessus  nomm^s.     Dont  acte  sign&  par  eux  et  moi, 

(Sign6)        JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA. 
JOAO  ANTONIO  DO  CARMO. 
MANOEL  DA  ROCHA  PORTO. 

Le  dix  Decembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf,  en  cette  ville  de  Loanda,  pro- 
vince d* Angola,  en  la  residence  du  juge  ordinaire,  Docteur  Estevao  da  Fonseca 
Negrao,  faisant  les  fonctions  de  juge  de  droit,  6tant  present  le  d61egu^  du  Pro- 
cureor  de  la  Couronne,  ont  comparu  les  t^moins  par  moi  assignis,  auxquels 
le  juge  a  demand^  leurs  noms,  nationality,  age,  occupations,  &c.,  comme  d'usage* 

JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA, 

Servant  de  Greffier. 

Premier  Temoin. — Joaquim  Antonio  Franco,  ne  a  Lisbonne,  age  de  cin- 
quanle-cinq  ans,  marie,  pilote  du  brick  ^'Les  Deuj^  Freres/'  arrets  par  un 
navire  de  guerre  Anglais,  ayant  prete  le  serment  requis  et  affirme  qu^il  ne 
repondrait  que  la  verite  aux  questions  qui  lui  seraient  adressees,  interpelle 
quant  a  ce  qui  pouvait  etre  a  sa  connaissance  des  faits  resultant  de  la  plainte 
de  Laplane  (Louis  Napoleon),  de  laquelle  plainte  lecture  lui  a  etk  donnee,  a 
declare  que,  comme  pilote  du  brick  *'  Les  Detuv  Frires,'*  il  savait  pour  Tavoir 
vu  et  avoir  fet6  present  lors  de  Tembarquement  du  plaignant,  qu'il  avait  emporte 
a  bord  avec  lui  les  objets  specifies  sur  la  note  qu'on  venait  de  lui  lire,  et  que 
le  meme  Laplane  avait  paye  cent  quatre  vingt  mille  reis  pour  passage  et  fret ; 
mais  que  relativement  a  la  valeur  des  dits  objets,  il  ne  pouvait  I'appr^cier,  faute 
de  connaissances  en  pareille  mati^re;  et  n'a  rien  declare  de  plus.  Sur  le 
second  point,  il  a  dit  que  les  objets  susmentionnes  avaient  6te  effect ivement 
re^us  a  bord  du  brick,  que  lui  et  diverses  personnes  du  bord  les  y  avaient  vus, 
et  que,  apres  I'arrestation  du  batimeut  par  le  commandant  du  brick  de  guerre 
Anglais  **  Columbine,''  ce  dernier  avait  expedie  le  dit  b&timent  pour  Sierra 
Leone,  avec  tout  le  chargement,  y  compris  les  objets  appartenant  au  plaignant, 

5ui  n'en  avait  retire  que  son  linge  et  son  matelas,  le  dit  brick  ^'  Les  Deux 
^rires*"  fetant  sorti  du  port  de  cette  ville  le  vingt-six  Novembre,  mil  huit  cent 
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trenfe-neuf^  avec  un  chargement  le^ai.      Eh;  n'a  rian  de  plus  declare.    II  a  signfi 
imin^diatemeht  avec  le  juge  et  le  del^gue,  apres  lecture  faite. 

(Signe)  Jose  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira,  Greffier. 

Negrao. 

Torres. 

JoAQUiM  Antonio  Franco. 

Deuxihne  Temoin. — Jose  do  Nascimento  Pereira,  n6  en  cette  ville^  age 
de  quarante  et  un  ans,  celibataire,  proprietaire ;  apr^s  avoir  prete  le  serment 
d'usage  et  affirme  qu'il  ne  r^pondrait  que  la  verite  aux  questions  qui  lui 
seraient  adress^s,  interpelie  quant  aux  faits  avances  par  Louis  Napoleon 
Laplane,  plainte  folio  deux  du  dossier,  lecture  lui  en  ayant  et^  donnee,  sur  le 
premier  point  a  dit,  qu'il  savait  que  le  plaignant^  avec  Icquel  il  avait  eu  prfece- 
demment  de  frequentes  relations,  s'^tait  embarque  sur  le  brick  ''  Les  Deux 
Freres''  en  destination  pour  Rio  de  Janeiro,  et  parti  le  vingt-six  Novenibre 
dernier,  avec  chargement  legal,  et  que  le  dit  Laplane  avait  emporte  avec  lui 
divers  objets  d'histoire  naturelle,  teis  qu'ils  6taient  fenumeres  sur  la  note  qu'il 
venait  d'entendre  lire,  lesquels  objets  il  avait  vus,  le  dit  Laplane  ayant  kik  son 
locataire ;  et  na  rien  dfeposfe  de  plus.  Interpelie  quant  au  second  point,  il  a 
r^pondu  qu'il  savait  pour  I'avoir  entendu  dire  au  pilote  et  au  passager  Teixeiro, 
que  le  brick  ^  Les  Deux  Freres^  avait  etfe  arretfe  par  le  brick  de  guerre 
Anglais  "Columbine,"  qui  I'avait  exp^dii  pour  Sierra  Leone,  avec  le  capitaine 
et  un  mousse,  ayant  a  bord  tout  son  cliargement  y  compris  les  objets  apparte- 
nant  au  plaignant ;  pouvant  du  reste  affirmer  que  le  dit  Laplane  a  son  retour 
n'avait  plus  qu'un  matelas  et  son  linge,  ne  rapportant  rien  des  divers  objets 
qu'il  avait  embarqufes  et  que  le  tfemoin  avait  vus.  II  n'a  rien  declare  de  plus,  et 
a  sign6  avec  le  juge  et  le  d^legufe,  apres  lecture  faite. 

(Signes)  Jose  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira. 

Negrao. 

Torres. 

Jose  do  Nascimento  Pereira. 

Troisieme  Temoin, — Joao  Antonio  do  Garmo,  ne  a  Lisbonne,  age  de 
quarante-quatre  ans,  celibataire,  maitre  dTiotel  du  brick  **  Les  Deux  Freres,'^ 
ayant  pret6  le  serment  requis,  interpelie  quant  aux  faits  exposes  par  Louis 
Napoleon  Laplane,  a  rfepondu  qu'^tant,  lui,  maitre  d'hotel  a  bord  du  brick 
^'Les  Deux  Frhres,''  il  a  attest^  a  Vembarquement  du  plaignant  Louis  Na- 
poleon Laplane,  qui  emportait  avec  lui  les  objets  relates  sur  la  note  qu  on 
venait  de  lui  lire,  le  dit  brick  '*  Les  Deux  Freres'^  6tant  sorti  de  ce  port  le 
vingt-six  Novembre  dernier,  avec  chargement  16gal,  pour  Rio  de  Janeiro,  et  que 
les  susdits  objets  avaient  kik  vus  par  tout  le  monde  a  bord  du  dit  navire.  II 
n'a  rien  declare  de  plus.  Quant  au  second  point,  il  a  dit  qu'il  6tait  present 
quand  les  objets  dont  il  6tait  question  avaient  6t6  re^us  a  bord  et  remis  au 
pilote,  et  que  le  navire  ayant  etfe  pris  et  envoyfe  a  Sierra  Leone,  avec  tout  son 
chargement,  les  mSmes  objets  s  y  fetaient  trouvfes  compris,  le  plaignant  n'ayant 
rien  retirfe  que  son  linge  et  un  matelas.  Il  n'a  rien  d&pos^  de  plus,  et  a  signe, 
ainsi  que  le  juge  et  le  dfelfegu6,  aprds  lecture  faite. 

(Signes)  Jose  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira. 

Negrao. 

Torres. 

Joao  Antonio  do  Carmo. 

Quatrieme  Temoin. — Manoel  da  Rocha  Porto,  ne  a  Porto,  ag6  de  trente- 
trois  ans,  celibataire,  commer§ant,  ayant  prete  le  serment  requis,  interpelie 
quant  aux  faits  allegues  par  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane,  il  a  repondu,  sur  le 
premier  point,  qu'il  savait  que  Laplane  avait  embarque  a  bord  du  brick  les 
**  Deiuv  Freres*"  divers  objets  que  lui,  ternoin,  avait  vus  comme  fetant  aussi  pas- 
sager du  navire,  mais  qu'il  n'avait  pu  les  observer  en  detail;  que  le  brick  les 
**  Deux  Freres'*  etait  sorti  de  ce  port  le  vingt-six  Novembre,  avec  chargement 
legal,  et  que  le  plaignant  y  fetait  ainsi  que  lui,  temoin,  comme  passager.  Rela- 
tivement  au  second  point,  il  savait  pour  Tavoir  vu  et  y  avoir  assiste,  que  le  dit 
brick  les  "  Deux  Freres^  ayant  fete  arrete  par  le  brick  de  guerre  Anglais 
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ajant  fete  remi  qu'un  matelas  et  son  linge.      Et  n'ayant  rien  de  plus  a  declarer, 
il  a  signfe  avec  le  juge  et  le  delegue,  lecture  faite. 

(Signfes)  Jose  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira. 

Negrao. 

Torres. 

Manoel  da  Rocha  Porto. 

Cinquieme  Temain. — ^Agostiuho  Aurelio  de  Oliveira,  originaire  decette  villc, 
age  de  trente-deux  aos,  marie^  lieutenant  de  cavallerie  de  la  province,  apr^s 
avoir  pretfe  le  serment  voulu,  interroge  sur  les  faits  allegufes  par  Louis  Napol6on 
Laplaoe  en  sa  plaiute  dont  lecture  a  etfe  donnee  au  temoin,  a  repondu  quant 
au  premier  point,  que  pour  Tavoir  vu  et  avoir  assiste  a  rembarqueoient  (que) 
je  dis  et  avoir  assist^  a  rembarquement,  il  savait  que  le  pTaignant  avait  pris 
passage  sur  le  brick  les  ^*  Deux  FrereSy'  sorti  le  vingt-six  Novembre,  avec 
chargement  legal,  et  avait  eraportfe  avec  lui  divers  objets  d'liistoire  naturelle 
dii  pays,  conformfement  a  la  note  qu'il  venait  d'entendre  lire,  le  plaignant  lui 
avaut  montre  les  dits  objets  en  consequence  de  la  liaison  qui  existait  entre  eux. 
Ooant  au  second  point,,  il  a  d6pose  qu'il  savait  pour  I'avoir  entendu  dire  au 
pilote  et  au passager  Rocbau  que  le dit  brick  les  *•  Deux  Freres'  avait  ete arretfe 
par  le  conaraandant  du  brick  de  guerre  Anglais  **  Columbine,"  et  expedie  pour 
Sierra  Leone  avec  le  capitaine  et  un  mousse^  ayant  a  bord  tout  le  chargement, 
y  compris  les  objets  appartenant  a  L'aplane,  lequel  revenant  a  la  ville  d'ou  il 
kait  parti,  n'y  avait  rapporti  que  ce  qdi  resultait  de  ses  declarations,  ainsi  que  le 
tout  etait  notoire.  Et  n'ayaut  rien  a  ajouter,  il  a  signe  avec  le  juge  et  le 
d  l^ue,  apres  lecture  laite. 

(Signes)  Jose  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira. 

Negrao. 

Torres. 

Agostinho  Aurjxio  de  Oliveira. 

L'auditioD  des  t^moins  terminee,  le  Juge  ayant  consider^  la  verification 
comme  suffisante,  j'ai  pris  acte  du  tout,  ayant  ainsi  clos  Tinterrogatoire  par 
devaut  le  Juge  Ordinaire,  Docteur  Estevao  da  Fonseca  Negrao,  faisant  les 
loDCttoas  de  Juge  de  Droit.     Dix  Decembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-ncuf. 

(Signe)         JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA. 

Jugement. 
Je  tiens  et  declare  pour  suffisante  la  verification  et  preuve  des  faits  allegues 
en  la  demande  au  dossier,  folio  denx,  et  sur  le  vu  des  actes;  et  leur  donne 
en  consequence  Fautorite  de  cbose  jug6e,  le  present  jugement  ayant  toute  la 
solemnite  que  lui  impriment  le  caractere  dont  je  suis  revetu  et  les  fonctioos 
en  vertu  desquelles  je  le  prononce.  Le  greffier  de  ce  tribunal  en  delivrera  ex- 
pedition a  la  partie  si  elle  le  reclame,  sauf  les  droits  a  payer. 

(Signe)  ESTEVAO  DA  FONSECA  NEGRAO. 

Loanda,  douze  Decembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf. 

Le  douze  Decembre,  mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf,  en  cette  ville  de  Loanda, 
province  d'Angola,  en  audience  publique,  par  devant  le  Juge  Ordinaire, 
Docteur  Estevao  da  Fonseca  Negrao,  reniplissant  les  fonctions  de  Juge  de 
Droit  de  cette  province,  assiste  du  delegue  du  Procureur  de  la  Couronne  et 
avec  toute  la  publicite  requise,  a  cte  affiche  le  jugement  ci-dessus.  Dont 
acte 

(Signe)        JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA. 

Loanda,  province  d'Angola. — Je  certifie  avoir  notifie  le  jugement  ci-des8usa 
la  partie,  laquelle  Ta  reconnu  en  signant  ici  avec  moi,  ce  jour  treize  Decem- 
bre, mil  huit  cent  trente-neuf. 

(Signes)        JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA. 
LAPLANE. 
£t  rien  de  plus  n'etait  contenu  aux  actes  que  j'ai  fidelenient  extraits,  et 
auxquels  je  me  r6£ere,  declarant  le  tout  exact,  conforme  aux  originaux  eu 
authentique,  comme   ayant  ^te  par  moi  ecrit  et  signe  apr^s  collation,  les 
memes  jour^  mois,  et  an  que  dessus. 

(Signe)        JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA. 

Nous  soussignfes  certifions  avec  serment  la  signature  ci  dessus  du  Sr.  Jos6 
de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira,  comme  veritable  et  legitime. 

(Signe)  AuGusTo  Metllier  Servant. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  quatre  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 
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Les  signatures  ci-dessus  certifiees  v^ritables* 

(Si^ne)  Jose  Pires  Garcia^  Notaire. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  quatre  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 

Et  plus  bas  il  y  avait  en  langue  Fran^aise:  La  signature  ci-dessus  de 
M .  J()s6  Pires  Garcia,  notaire  public  en  cette  ville  de  Rio  de  Janeiro,  certi- 
fiee  veritable  et  Ifegalisee  par  nous.  Vice-consul,  Chancelier  de  la  Legation  de 
France  au  Bresil.  Le  Chancelier  de  la  Le2:ation  de  France, 

(Signfe)  Th.Taunat. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  quatre  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 

Pour  traduction  et  extrait  con  formes,  collationnes  sur  la  piece  originale 
representes  par  le  Sr.  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  six  Avril,  mil 
huit  cent  quarante,  le  tout  sur  sa  requete. 

Le  Chancelier  de  la  Legation  de  France, 

(Signe)  Th.  Taunay. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  six  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 

Pour  extrait  conforme,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  six  Avril,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 

Le  Chancelier  de  la  Legation  de  France, 

(Signfe)  Th.Taunat. 

Dfelivrfe  a  la  requete  de  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane. 


(Translation.) 
Extract  from  the  Proceedings  relative  to  the  Complaint  made  hy  Louis 

Napoleon  Laplane. 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  1839,  on  the  14th  day  of  December,  in  this  city  of  St.  Pablo  de 
Loanda,  in  the  province  of  Angola,  appeared  before  me  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane, 
whose  person  is  well  known  to  me,  and  who  demanded  of  me  an  authentic  copy 
of  (he  proceedings  relative  to  the  complaint  he  made,  its  attestation  by  witnesses, 
and  subsequent  decree,  all  for  the  proper  purposes ;  and  in  consequence  the 
undersigned,  conformably  with  the  said  request,  has  made  the  present  copy,  in 
proper  form,  of  the  aforesaid  proceedings,  the  tenor  of  which  is  as  follows : — 

Angola,  1839.     Tribunal  de  Premiere  Instance.     Complaint  made  hy  Louis 
Napoleon  Laplane.     Araujo,  Grejffier. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  1839,  the  7th  day  of  September,  in  this 
town  of  Loanda,  province  of  Angola,  there  has  been  remitted  to  me  a  complaint 
of  a  robbery  of  goods^  with  a  note  explanatory  of  the  goods,  by  Louis  Napoleon 
Laplane,  demanding  permission  to  establish  by  witnesses  the  facts  asserted  in 
the  complaint,  which  documents,  of  which  the  following  is  the  tenor,  I  have 
annexed  to  the  other  papers. 

(Signed)  JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA, 

Greffier. 

Petition  to  the  *'  Juge  Ordinaifre^''  acting  as  "  Juge  de  Droits 
Sir, 

Louis  Napoleon  Laplane,  a  Frenchman,  M.D.,  states  to  you  that,  in 
order  to  enable  himself  to  i^claim  the  indemnities  and  damages  due  to  him  for 
the  losses  caused  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  English  ship  of  war  ".Colum- 
bine,'* he  need  to  prove  before  you  and  the  '*delegufe"  as  follows,  viz.,  that 
having  embarked  on  board  the  Portuguese  brig  ''  Dous  Irmaos^'  which  left  this 
port  on  the  26lh  November  for  Rio  de  Janeiro  with  a  leg^  cargo,  the  com- 
plainant took  with  him  the  articles  specified  in  the  annexed  list  to  the  value  of 
3,106,000  reis,  which  in  francs  amounts  to  19,406  francs ;  that  the  said  articles 
were  seen  and  received  on  board  by  the  mate  of  the  said  brig ;  that,  moreover^ 
several  persons  who  visited  the  complainant  have  found  him  often  employing  his 
time  and  his  labour  in  the  preparation  of  objects  of  natural  history ;  and  that  he 
has  lost  all,  having  with  him  when  he  disembarked  in  this  town  on  the  29th 
November  nothing  but  a  mattress  and  his  linen  ;  seeing  that  the  vessel  in  whiqh 
he  had  embarked  had  been  detained  by  the  aforesaid  English  commander,  and 
sent  to  Sierra  Leone  with  all  her  lading  on  board. 

Demanding,  moreover,  that  when  he  shall  have  duly  proved  all,  you  would 
deign  to  give  judgment  accordingly,  and  to  order  that  there  be  delivered  to  him 
the  documents  and  papers  requisite  to  make  good  his  claim  against  the  proper 
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persons  in  time  and  place ;  of  which  facts  he  begs  you  to  allow  him  to  furnish  the 
said  proof,  after  citation  by  the  dk\kg\ik. 

Witnesses  to  be  called — 

Joaquim  Antonio  Franco;  Manoel  da  Rocha  Porto;  Agostinho  Aurelio 
d^Oliveira;  Jos^  de  Nascimento  Pereira;  JoSo  Antonio  de  Carmo. 

Let  this  request  be  granted.  (Signed)  NEGRAO. 

Loanda,  December  4,  1839. 

[Here  follow  a  list  of  articles  and  their  estimated  value,  signed  by  M.  La- 
plane  ;  a  certificate  by  the  ''  greffier''  that  he  had  personally  summoned  the 
*'  dcl6gufe/'  the  Judge's  order  for  summoning  the  witnesses,  and  the  "  greffier  s** 
certificate  that  he  had  cited  them.] 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1839,  in  this  town  of  Loanda,  province  of  Angola, 
at  the  residence  of  the  **  Juge  Ordinaire,"  Doctor  EstevSo  da  Fonseca  NegrSo 
acting  as  **  Juge  de  Droit,**  the  delegate  of  the  "Procureur  de  la  Couronne" 
being  present,  there  appeared  the  witnesses  designated  by  me,  of  whom  the 
Judge  asked  their  names,  nationality,  age,  occupation,  &c.,  as  is  customary. 

(Signed)  JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA, 

Acting  09  Greffier. 

First  JVitness. — Joaquim  Antonio  Franco,  born  at  Lisbon,  aged  55  years, 
married,  mate  of  the  brig  *•  Dois  IrmaM^*'  detained  by  the  English  ship  of  war, 
having  taken  the  oath  required,  and  affirmed  that  he  would  only  answer  the 
truth  to  the  questions  which  should  be  addressed  to  him ;  and  being  asked  what 
he  knew  of  the  facts  arising  out  of  the  complaint  of  Laplane  (Louis  Napoleon), 
which  complaint  had  been  read  to  him,  declared  that,  as  mate  of  the  brig 
*^  Dais  IrmaoSy'  he  knew  from  having  seen,  and  from  having  been  present  when 
the  complainant  embarked,  that  he  brought  on  board  with  him  the  articles  spe- 
cified in  the  list  just  read  to  him;  and  that  the  same  Laplane  had  paid  180,000 
reis  for  passage  and  freight;  but  that  with  regard  to  the  value  of  the  said  arti- 
cles, he  could  not  estimate  it,  being  unacquainted  with  such  matters.  This  was 
all  he  declared.  On  the  second  point  he  stated  that  the  above-mentioned 
articles  had  been  really  received  on  board  the  brig,  that  he  and  several  other 
persons  on  board  had  seen  them,  and  that  after  the  seizure  of  the  vessel  by  the 
commander  of  the  English  brig  of  war  *'  Columbine,"  the  latter  had  despatched 
the  said  vessel  to  Sierra  Leone  with  her  whole  cargo,  comprising  the  articles 
belonging  to  the  complainant,  who  only  took  from  it  his  linen  and  mattress. 
The  said  brig  "  Dois  Irmaos'  sailed  from  this  port  the  26th  of  November,  1839, 
with  a  lawful  cargo.  This  was  all  he  declared.  After  which,  he  signed  with 
the  Judge  and  Delegate. 

(Signed)  Jose  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira,  Greffier. 

Negrao. 

Torres. 

Joaquim  Antonio  Franco. 

Second  TFitness. — Josfe  do  Nascimento  Pereira,  native  of  this  city,  41  years 
of  age,  unmarried,  landed  proprietor,  after  having  taken  the  oath  according 
to  custom,  and  affirmed  that  he  would  answer  truly  the  questions  which 
might  be  put  to  him,  declared,  upon  the  first  point,  that  he  knew  the  com- 

Elainant,  with  whom  he  had  frequently  before  had  dealings,  had  embarked  on 
oard  the  brig  "  Dois  Irmaos,'*  bound  for  Rio  de  Janeiro,  for  which  port  she 
sailed  on  the  26th  of  November  last,  with  a  lawful  cargo,  and  that  the  said 
Laplane  had  with  him  divers  objects  of  natural  history,  the  same  that  are 
enumerated  in  the  note  he  has  just  heard  read,  which  objects  he  has  seen,  the 
said  Laplane  having  been  his  lodger.  On  the  second  point  he  replied  that  he 
knew,  because  he  had  heard  it  from  the  mate  and  the  passenger  Teixeiro, 
that  the  brig  "  Dois  Irmaos^'  had  been  detained  by  the  English  brig-of-war 
••Columbine,"  and  sent  to  Sierra  Leone,  with  the  captain  and  a  cabin-boy, 
having  on  board  all  her  cargo,  including  the  articles  belonging  to  the  com- 
plainant; and  that  he  can  affirm  that  the  said  Laplane,  on  his  return,  had 
only  a  mattress  and  his  linen,  and  brought  back  none  of  the  several  articles 
^e  bad  embarked,  and  which  deponent  had  seen.  This  was  all  he  declared  ; 
and  he  then  signed  with  the  Judge  and  Delegate. 

(Signed)  Jose  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira. 

Negrao. 
Torres. 

Jose  do  Nascimento  Pereira. 
Class  C.  .     ^.^,.^^^^  ^y  GoOglc 
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Third  Witness. — ^Joao  Antonio  do  Carmo,  native  of  Lisbon,  40  years  of 
age,  unmarried,  steward  of  the  brig  "  Dois  Irmaos^''  having  taken  the  oath 
required,  and  being  interrogated  as  to  the  facts  stated  by  Louis  Napoleon 
Laplane,  replied,  that,  as  steward  on  board  the  brig  *^ Dms  IrtaaoSy^  he 
assisted  at  the  embai^ation  of  the  complainant,  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane, 
who  carried  with  him  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  note  just  read  to  him,  the 
said  brig  "  Dais  Irmaos  "  having  sailed  from  this  port  the  26th  of  November 
last,  with  a  lawful  cargo  for  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  that  the  abovementioned 
articles  were  seen  by  all  on  board  the  said  vessel.  On  the  second  point  he 
stated  that  he  was  present  when  the  articles  in  question  were  received  on 
board  and  put  under  charge  of  the  mate,  and  that  the  vessel  having  been 
captured  and  sent  to  Sierra  Leone  with  all  her  cargo,  the  said  articles  were 
sent  with  it,  the  complainant  having  brought  away  nothing  but  his  linen  and 
a  mattress.  This  was  all  he  deposed,  and  then  signed,  together  with  the 
Judge  and  Delegate. 

(Signed)  Jose  de  Araujo  dos  Reis  Pereira* 

Negsao. 

Torres. 

JoAo  Antonio  do  Carmo. 

Fourth  TVitness. — ^iVIanoel  da  Rocha  Porto,  born  at  Porto,  33  years  old, 
unmarried,  and  a  merchant,  having  taken  the  usual  oaths,  and  being  ques- 
tioned as  to  the  facts  alleged  by  Louis  Napoleon  Laplane,  replied,  on  the 
first  point,  that  he  knew  Laplane  had  embarked  on  board  the  brig  '*  Dvis 
Jrmaos  "  sundry  articles,  which  this  witness  saw,  being  himself  also  a  pas- 
senger on  board  the  said  vessel,  but  that  he  had  not  examined  them  particu- 
larly ;  that  the  brig  "  Dots  Irmaos  "  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  26th  of  No- 
vember, with  a  lawful  cargo,  and  that  the  complainant  was  on  board,  as  also 
this  witness,  as  passenger.  With  regard  to  the  second  point,  he  knew,  be- 
cause he  had  seen  it  and  was  present,  that  the  said  brig  "  Dais  Irmaosy' 
having  been  detained  by  the  English  brig-of-war  "  Columbine,"  was  sent  by 
the  English  commander  to  Sierra  Leone,  with  the  captain  and  one  boy, 
having  on  board  all  her  cargo^  and  including  the  valuable  objects  of  natui^ 
history  which  the  coniplainant  had  with  him ;  nothing  having  been  returned 
to  him  but  a  mattress  and  his  linen :  and,  having  nothing  more  to  declare,  he 
signed  it  with  the  Judge  and  the  Delegate. 

(Signed)  Jose  de  Araxjjo  dos  Reis  Pereiba. 

Negrao. 
Torres. 
Manoel  da  Rocha  Porto. 

Fifth  /Ft<«e*».— Agosthfibo  Aurelio  de  Oliveira,  native  of  this  city,  32  years 
of  age,  married,  lieutenant  of  cavalry  of  the  province,  after  having  taken  the 
oath  required^  and  being  interrogated  as  to  the  facts  alleged  by  Louis  Nap^ 
leon  Lapkine,  in  the  complaint  which  has  been  read  over  to  hitn,  re{:^ied,  m 
to  Ike  first  fM^int,  that,  having  been  present  and  witnessed  the  embarkatidn, 
he  knew  that  the  coaiplainant  had  taken  his  passage  on  board  the  brig  '^Deiis 
IrmaoA,''  wUcb  sailed,  on  the  26th  of  November,  with  a  lawfu)  cargo,  and  ti»t 
he  had  taken  onboard  with  him  sundry  objects  of  natural  history  of  tii<e 
cMiitry,  as  totaled  in  the  note  just  read  to  him,  the  complainant  having  sIiowb 
him  the  said  objects  in  consideration  of  the  friendship  existing  between 
tbem.  Ae  to  the  second  point,  he  deposed  that  he  knew^  because  he  had 
beard  the  mate  and  the  passenger  Rocha  say  so,  that  the  said  brig  "  Ihk 
Irmao€  "  bad  been  detained  by  the  commander  of  the  English  brig-of-ww 
*^  Columbine,*'  aad  sent  to  Sierra  Leone,  with  the  captain  and  a  boy  on  board, 
and  with  her  entire  cargo,  including  the  articles  belonging  to  Laplane,  who. 
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The  hearings  of  witnesses  being  terminated,  the  Judge  having  considered  the 
evidence  sufficient,  I  entered  the  whole,  having  thus  closed  the  investigation 
before  the  Juge  Ordinaire,  Doctor  Estevao  da  Fonseca  Negrao,  at  present  dis- 
charging the  functions  of  Juiz  de  Direito. 

(Signed)        JOSE  DE  ARAUJO  DOS  REIS  PEREIRA. 

10th  December,  1839. 

Then  follows  the  Judge's  certificate  of  the  facts  alleged,  with  the  usual 
attestations,  &c. 

No.  44. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Bulwer. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  July  7,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  communication  to  the  French  Govern* 
ment,  an  extract  of  a  Letter  received  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  containing 
intelligence  respecting  French  Slave  Trade  to  the  north  of  Sierra  Leone. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H.  L.  Btdwer,  Esq. 
Sfc.        Sfc. 

Enclosure  in  No.  44. 

Letter  enclosed  in  Sierra  Leone  Commissioners'  Despatch^  "  Generaiy^  of 

4pW/21,  1841. 

(See  Class  A,  No.  30.) 


No.  45. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  M.  de  JBourqueney. 

Swt,  Foreign  Office,  July  8, 1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  masters 
of  French  merchant-vessels  have  in  many  instances  complained  to  the  Govem- 
mefxt  t)i  Frmce  that:  the  officers  of  Her  Majesty^s  navy  cruising  on  the  Coast  of 
Afiica  against  the  Sliave  Trade  act  on  that  service  with  undue  rigour  towards 
Frendi  metchaTit-vessels ;  and  adding  that  M.  Cases,  captain  of  the  French  brig 
**Z^  Fanny,"*  who  recently  arrived  from  the  African  coast,  complained  on  hi& 
return  that  not  only  British  subahem  officers,  but  the  British  Commodore  bIso^ 
had  acted' improperly"  towards  hrm  on  many  occasions. 

I  have  in  reply  to  assure  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Gt>vernment  will  always 
feel  obliged  to  that  of  France  for  any  infDrmation  which  may  lead  to  the  canec^ 
tion  of  any  abuse  of  authority  which  may  be  committed  by  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
cruisers  employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the  prevention  of  Slave  Trade ; 
becant;  Her  Majesty's  Government  is  fully  aware  that  ah^sea  of  that  kind  woukL 
necessarily  tend  to  defeat  the  efforts  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  put  down 
the  Slave  Trade^  an  object  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  greatly  at 
heart. 

But  the  French  Government  will  no  doubt  see,  that  to  enable  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  institute  any  useful  iac|uiry  into  the  matters  to  which  the  com- 

Slaints  of  the  French  merchant  captains  relate,  it  will  be  necessary  that  Her 
fajesty's  Government  should  be  furnished  with  some  specific  and  detailed  state- 
ment of  facts^  with  the  dates  when  and  the  places  where  they  happened ;  and 
with  the  names  of  the  parties  who  aie  alleged  to  have  misconducted  themselves. 
And  if  you  will  send  to  me  a  statesnent,  explaining  in  what  respect  M.  Case3 
conceives  the  British  officers  to  have  miseoaducted  themselves  towards  him^ 
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No.  46. 

Fiscount  Palmerston  to  Mr,  A.  TurnhuU. 

Foreign  Office^  July  31, 1841. 
Circular  as  to  Greek  Law  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  6.) 


No.  47. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  M.  de  Bourquenej/. 

Monsieur  le  Baron^  Foreign  Office,  August  6,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  28th 
June  last,  enclosing  documents  in  support  of  a  claim  set  up  by  M.  Laplane,  a 
subject  of  France,  For  losses  said  to  have  been  sustained  by  him  in  consequence 
of  the  capture  of  a  Portuguese  slave  vessel,  ^^  Les  Deux  Freres/'  or  **  Dois 
Irmaos/'  on  board  of  which  M.  Laplane  had  embarked,  and  in  which  he  had 
placed  his  property. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  you  in  reply,  that  I  laid  these  papers  before  the 
proper  law  officer  of  the  Crown  for  his  opinion  upon  the  case,  and  I  have  now 
to  request  that  you  will  state  to  the  French  Government,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of  M.  Laplane  is  not  well  founded: 
for  the  vessel  on  board  of  which  M.  Laplane,  and  the  articles  which  he  claims  as 
his  property,  were  taken,  was  at  the  time  of  her  capture  illegally  engaged  in  the 
African  Slave  Trade,  and  by  due  course  of  law  has  accordingly  been  con- 
demned. 

Notwithstanding  these  facts,  however,  M.  Laplane  has  thought  proper  to 
assert  the  innocence  of  the  voyage  in  which  the  vessel  was  engaged,  and  to  join 
in  the  protest  made  by  a  part  of  the  Portuguese  Slave-trading  crew,  full  of  false 
statements  and  of  calumnious  accusations  against  the  captors. 

These  circumstances  raise  a  strong  suspicion  that  M.  Laplane  was  cognizant 
of  the  illegality  of  the  transaction,  if  not  actually  a  party  to  it ;  and  he  may  con- 
sider himself  fortunate  in  not  having  been  criminally  proceeded  against  for  parti- 
cipating in  an  act  which  is  prohibited  by  treaties  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  between  Great  JBritain  and  Portugal,  and  which  is  moreover  de- 
nounced as  a  crime  by  the  laws  of  England,  of  France,  and  of  Portugal. 

The  law  of  Portugal,  indeed,  expressly  imposes  a  severe  pimishment,  not  only 
upon  the  masters  and  mates  of  slaving  vessels,  but  upon  **  all  other  individuals" 
found  on  board  Portuguese  ships  employed  in  the  illicit  traflSic  in  slaves. 

I  have^  &c. 
M.le  Baron  de  Bourqueney,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.         Sfc.         Sfc. 


No.  48. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 

Foreign  Office,  August  19,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  state  to  Baron  Bourqueney, 
&c.,that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  received  information  that  slaves  have 
frequently  been  embarked  from  Tunis  for  Algiers ;  and  that  the  Algerine  agent 
at  Tunis  has  kept  a  regular  register  of  such  slaves  :  in  proof  of  which  allega- 
tion the  four  following  cases  have  been  cited  of  vessels  which  sailed  from 
Tunis  to  Algiers,  each  of  them  being  marked  in  the  agent's  register  as  having 
conveyed  slaves.  First,  the  French  brig  schooner  *' La  Clorinde/'  Captain 
J.  P.  Asibert,  sailed  from  Tunis  the  1st  of  September,  1839.  Secondly,  the 
Neapolitan  tartan  "  St.  Perasfno/*  Captain  Arcangelo  Scotto,  sailed  the  25tli 
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of  Sep^pmber,  1839.  Thirdly,  the  Sardinian  brig  ''  GiuUetta,''  Captain  Pellegro 
Berlingere,  sailed  the  31st  of  October,  1839.  And,  fourthly,  the  same  brig 
sailed  the  28th  of  March,  1840. 

It  is  stated  that  slaves  are  admitted  without  difficulty  into  the  possessions 
occupied  by  the  French  in  the  Algerine  territory  ;  and  a  French  merchant  of 
Tunis,  named  Carcassonne,  is  said  to  have  boasted  of  having  sent  slaves  for 
sale  to  Constantinople  by  land  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  and  of 
having  gained  cent,  per  cent,  by  the  transaction. 

The  undersigned  has  to  request  that  Baron  Bourqueney  will  communicate 
this  information  to  his  Government,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  make  any  inquiries 
wbkh.aay  be  thought  proper  oa  the  subject.    The  Unclerstgned,  &c. 
M.  le  Baron  Bourqueney,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


No.  49. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 

Monsieur  le  Baron,  Foreign  Office,  August  23,  1841. 

With  reference  to  the  note  addressed  to  me  by  M.  Guizot  on  the  17th 
of  August,  1840, 1  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
communication  from  the  Admiralty,  containing  the  reply  of  Lieutenant  Stott 
to  the  accusations  brought  against  Her  Majesty's  ships  **"Bonetta"  and  "  Fair 
Rosamond/'  on  the  occasion  of  the  search  and  temporary  detention  of  the  French 
vessels  '^Noemie  Marie  "  and  '' Aigle'^  in  the  harbour  of  Sierra  Leone. 

I  have,  &c. 
M.  le  Baron  Bourqueney,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON 

8fc.        8fc.        8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  49. 
Mr.  Parker  to  Mr.  Backhouse. 


Admiralty,  August  11,  1841. 
SlK,  {Received  August  12.) 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  September,  1840,  request- 
ing, by  direction  of  Viscount  Palmerston,  that  my  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  should  cause  a  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  truth  of  the 
alleged  misconduct  of  the  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  vessels  **  Bonetta"  and 
"  Fair  Rosamond,'*  upon  the  occasion  of  the  seizure  and  temporary  detention 
at  Sierra  Leone  of  tne  French  vessels  the  "  NoSmie  Marie  "  and  "  Aigle^^  on 
suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  Slave  Trade,  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lord- 
ships to  send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Viscount  Palmerston,  copies 
of  a  letter  dated  the  10th  instant,  and  its  enclosures,  from  Lieutenant  Stoll 
(late  commanding  the  "Bonetta"),  refuting  the  charge  brought  against  the 
officers  of  the  said  vessels  on  the  occasion  in  question. 

I  am,  &c. 
John  Backhouse,  Esq.  (Signed)  J.   PARKER. 

8fc.  Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  49. 

(Copy.)  Lieutenant  Stoll  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  London,  3,  Cliford's  Inn,  Aug.  10,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the.  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  enclosing  me  copies  of  three  protests  made  by  the  master  and 
mate  of  the  French  brig  "  Noemie  Marie,*'  and  calling  upon  me  to  reply  thereto. 
Herewith  I  forward  an  extract  from  "  my  letter  of  proceedings"  to  the  se- 
nior officer,  which  will  explain  the  grounds  upon  which  I  interfered  with  the 
two  vessels  in  question. 
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By  the  statement  of  Jo6&  Jean  Gustave  Gutteill,  the  alleged  misconjjuct  of 
the  officers  occurred  on  the  26th  of  February,  and  the  **  Bonetta*'  did  not  satQ 
until  the  1st  of  March :  had  anything  of  the  sort  ocurred,  a  complaint  ought  to 
have  been  made  to  me;  failing  redress,  further  steps  might  hare  been  taken ; 
but  the  misconduct  was  on  the  part  of  the  said  deponent,  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  brig  "  Narrie  Marie'*  on  the  day  that  I  visited  her,  when  his  behaviour 
towards  me  was  insulting  in  the  extreme.  This  was  previous  to  the  visit 
on  board  the  *^ Aigle ;'  and  it  was  only  respect  for  ray  own  character  as  a 
British  officer  that  hindered  me  from  using  strong  measures  towards  him* 

With  reference  to  the  second  protest^  I  ordered  the  "  AigW  to  be  anchored^ 
believing  she  proposed  proceeding  to  sea,  knowing  that  she  liad  not  the  reqm- 
site  papers,  which  proved  to  be  the  case — she  had  none. 

That  these  unfounded  complaints  against  the  officers  of  the  "  Bmietta'*  were 
an  afterthought,  and  originated  in  malice,  clearly  appears  from  the  circumstance 
that  tho^  protests  were  made  at  one  time,  five  darjrs  subsequently,  when,  from 
the  vigilance  exercised  on  board  the  **  Bonetta,"  these  people  were  compelled 
to  destroy  the  principal  part  of  the  equipment,  the  leaguer  staves,  thereby  frus- 
trating their  nefarious  purpose  of  equipping  a  slaver  ifa  a  British  port,  and 
under  the  guns  of  a  British  vessel  of  war :  had  they  succeeded,  the  probability 
is  they  would  have  accused  the  British  authorities  of  conniving  at  it,  and  per- 
haps worse  ;  then  to  have  proceeded  to  St.  Paul  de  Loando»  no  doubt  to  engage 
in  the  Slave  Trade,  which  I  r^ret  to  state  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  hy 
French  subjects  in  those  parts,  and  which  fact  I  reported  when  on  the  African 
station.  I  captured  in  one  day  two  vessels  commanded  and  officered  by  Frenok 
subjects. 

llie  accompanying  reply  from  Mr.  Paul,  one  of  the  officers  complained  of, 
who  has  maintained  a  high  character  through  a  long  period  of  service,  will 
help  to  show  how  little  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  most  solemn  state- 
ment of  such  people. 

Before  concluding  I  beg  to  state  that  I  was  present  with  Lieutenant  Oliver 
during  the  whole  time  he  was  on  board  the  ^*  Norrie  Marie;''  that  he  did  not 
make  use  of  the  coarse  language  attributed  to  hinc,  nor  yet  did  he  strike  the 
deponent,  and  nothing  occurred  which  could  give  a  colouring  to  such  a  fabri- 
cation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  S.  R.  STOLL, 

Lieut,  late  commanding  H.  M.  brig  •*  Bonetta.'* 


Third  Endosnre  in  No.  49. 


Extroidfrom  a  Letter  of  Proceedings  t^  Commander  Tucker^  of  Her  Majesty  s 
ship  **  Wolverine,"  senior  officer  on  the  PFest  Coast  of  Africa^  from  LietH 
tenant  John  S.  R.  Stoll,  commanding  Her  Majesty's  brig  ^'  Bonetta." 

"  Sierra  Leone,  March  6^  1840. 

*'  On  the  27th  of  February,  having  reason  to  suspect  a  French  hrig  that 
had  cleared  out  and  hauled  into  the  fair  way,  I  searched  her,  when  I  found  a 
large  quantity  of  plank  and  the  staves  of  leaguers,  together  with  a  large  supply 
of  firewood  ;  but  as  her  captain  was  ill  on  shore,  and  had  the  papers  with  him, 
I  left  her,  giving  orders  on  board  the  '  Bonetta'  to  take  possession  if  she 
attempted  to  weigh. 

**  I  likewise  sent  Mr.  Paul,  tlie  second  master,  to  search  a  schooner  belonging 
to  the  same  owners :  he  reported  that  she  had  four  leaguers,  capable  of  con- 
taining from  two  to  three  tons  of  water  each.  On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of 
February  the  latter  vessel  weighed  and  made  sail,  when  I  sent  a  party  to 
anchor  her,  and  shortly  after  went  on  hoard,  with  a  view  of  examining  her 
papers.  I  found  Lieutenant  Oliver,  of  the  *  Fair  Rosamond/  in  possession, 
and  went  with  him  on  board  the  brig ;  and  as  she  could  produce  no  papers, 
left  a  party  on  board  her. 
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**  Searching  her  again  the  following  mornings  I  found  they  had  embarked 
twenty  bags  of  rice  since  my  visit  on  the  previous  day,  and  had  broken  the 
staves  for  the  leaguers  into  halves.  The  schooner  also  on  being  searched  that 
day  (February  29th)  had  her  four  leaguers  in,  and  hoops  to  make  four  more  ; 
so  that  it  is  evident  to  me  that  the  plank  on  board  the  brig  was  intended  for  a 
Slave-deck,  and  the  hoops  on  board  the  schooner  would  set  up  the  leaguer 
staves  on  board  the  brig,  and  most  completely  equip  the  said  scliooner  for  the 
Slave  Trade. 

"  No  papers  being  forthcoming,  Lieutenant  Oliver  and  myself  proceeded  to 

j  the  Custom  House,  when  the  collector  informed  us  that  the  pUnk  on  board 

}  the  brig  was  entered  on  her  original  manifest  from  her  clearing  port  in  France, 

and  that  the  embarkation  of  rice  was  never  noticed  at  Sierra  Leone,  being  such 

a  general  article  of  food  for  natives  when  employed  on  board  ships. 

•*  Under  these  circumstances  I  was  obliged  to  release  the  brig,  though  I  am 
fully  persuaded  that,  had  the  '  Fair  Rosamond'  and  '  Bonetta'  not  been  pre- 
sent, an  equipped  Slave- vessel  would  have  left  Sierra  Leone ;  for^  to  cover  the 
fraud,  they  had  divided  the  condemnable  articles  between  them,  and,  joined 
together,  they  would  have  fitted  the  schooner  with  eight  leaguers,  of  from  two 
to  three  tons  each,  30  bags  of  rice,  firewood  in  abundance,  and  a  male  slave- 
deck  ;  the  woman  slave-deck  standing  complete  as  when  taken  bv  the  *  Water 
Witch; 

(Signed)  "  JOHN  S.  R.  STOLL, 

**  Lieutenant  Commanding.** 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  49. 
Mr.  Paul  to  Lieutenant  Stoli. 


Her  Majesty's  ship  ''  Athol," 

Sir,  Portsmouth,  Augu.st  9,  184L 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  upon 
boarding  the  ''  Aigle,''  and  finding  no  person  on  deck,  I  went  below,  and 
found  a  part  of  her  crew  stowing  provisions.  I  then  inquired  for  the  captain, 
but  as  there  was  no  one  there  that  could  speak  English,  and  not  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  French  language,  I  could  not  get  the  necessary  information 
I  required  from  those  persons. 

I  then  looked  round  the  vessel,  and  left  her  without  having  any  altercation 
whatever  with  any  one  on  board. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  HENRY  PAUL, 

Late  Second  Master  of  Her  Majesty's  brig  '*  Bonetta." 


No.  50. 
Mr.  Bulwer  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Paris,  August  20,  184L 
My  Lord,  (Recei^d  August  23.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
Despatch  written  by  his  Excellency  to  M.  de  Bourqueney,  the  French  Charg6 
d' Affaires  in  London,  relating  to  the  signing  of  the  Treaty  for  the  abolition 
oftheSkve  Trade. 

I  naive,  &c. 
(Signed)  ,  HENRY  L.  BULWER. 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  50. 

M.  Guizot  to  Mr.  Bultoer. 

Monsieur,  Parisy  ce  17  Ao<Uj  1841. 

J'ai  re5u  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  rhonneur  clem'ecrire  le  13  de  ce 
mois,  pour  m'exprimer,  de  la  part  de  votre  Gouverneraent,  le  desir  que  le  Charg6 
d* Affaires  de  France  k  Londres  f(it  autoris6  a  signer  iram^diatement  avec  les 
Pl^nipotentiaires  des  quatre  autres  grandes  cours  un  Trait^  general  relatif  i  la 
Suppression  de  la  Traite.  M.  de  Bourqueney  m*avait  deja  informe  du  vobu 
que  lui  avait  manifeste,  a  cet  egard,  Lord  Palmerston  en  Ten  entretenant  di- 
rectement.  J'ai  Thonneur  pour  repondre  a  votre  communication,  de  vous 
transmettre  la  copie  ci-jointe  de  la  Depfeche  que  je  viens  d'adresser  a  M.  de 
Bourqueney. 

Recevez,  Monsieur,  &c. 
M.  H.  L.  Bulwer,  (Signed)  GUIZOT. 

Sfc.    Sfc.    '8fc. 


(Translation.) 
M.  (xuizot  to  Mr.  BuUwer. 


Sir,  Paris,  August  17, 1841. 

I  HAVE  received  the  note  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  13th  in- 
stant, expressing  to  me,  on  the  part  of  your  Government,  a  wish  that  the 
Charg6  d'Affaires  of  France  at  London  should  be  authorised  to  sign  immediately, 
with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  four  other  Great  Courts,  a  general  Treaty 
relative  to  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.  M.  de  Bourqueney  had  already 
informed  me  of  the  wish  intimated  to  him  by  I^rd  Palmerston,  on  this  point, 
in  speaking  to  him  of  it  directly.  I  have  the  honour  to  answer  your  com- 
munication by  transmitting  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  Despatch  which  I 
have  just  addressed  to  M.  Bourqueney. 

Accept,  &c. 
H.  L.  Bulwer,  Esq.  (Signed)  GUIZOT. 

Sfc.        Hfc        8fc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  50. 
Monsieur  Guizot  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 

Monsieur,  Paris,  ce  16  Aout,  1841. 

J*AI  reju  avec  la  depeche  que  vous  m'avez  fait  Thonneur  de  m'ecrire 
le  11  de  ce  mois,  copie  de  la  note  que  vous  a  pass6e  Lord  Palmerston 
pour  vous  exprimer  le  desir  que  le  Gouvernement  du  Roi  vous  autorisat  & 
signer  imm^diatement,  avec  les  pifenipotentiaires  des  autres  grandes  cours,  le 
projet  de  traitfe  general  dresse  a  Londres  il  y  a  trois  ans,  dans  le  but  de  rendre 
plus  etficace  la  repression  de  la  traite  des  noirs.  Je  n'ai  pas  besoin  de  vous 
dire  que,  ni  sur  Tobjet  de  cette  convention,  ni  meme  sur  Tensemble  de  ses 
dispositions,  il  n'existe  et  ne  peut  exister  aucun  dissentiment  entre  le  Gou- 
vernement du  Roi  et  celui  de  Sa  Majest6  Britannique  ;  mais  quelques  unes  des 
clauses  secondair^s  qu*elle  contient  paraissent  devoir  donner  lieu  a  certaines 
explications  qui  previendront,  je  TespSre,  les  difficult6s  que  leur  execution 
pourrait  remontrer.  L'opinion  publique  n*est  pas  moins  prononcee  en  France 
qu'en  Angleterre  contre  I'infame  trafic,  dont  il  s'agit  de  faire  disparaitre  les 
derni^res  traces ;  mais  elle  n*est  pas  ^galement  arretee  sur  la  convenance  et 
Topportunilfe  de  quelques  unes  des  mesures  a  prendre  pour  y  parvenir;  et  k 
cet  ^gard,  elle  conserve  des  doutes>  des  defiances,  qu'il  est  nfecessaire  de  dissi- 
per.  Ces  difficultes,  Monsieur,  ne  sont  certes  pas  insurmontables;  et  si  des 
questions  plus  urgentes  n'eussent,  dans  ces  derniers  temps,  absorb^  toute  notre 
activite,  s'il  nous  cut  ^t6  possible  de  fixer  sur  ce  point  Tattention  publique, 
djstraite  par  d'autres  prteccupations^  il  est  probable  que  nous  eussions  d6Ja 
triomph6  des  obstacles  que  je  viens  de  vous  signaler.     Quoiqu'il  en  soit.  Lord 
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Palnierston  comprendra  qu*il  y  aurait  de  rimprfevoyance,  de  notre  part,  a  ne 
pas  en  tenir  conipte,  et  que  nous  ne  saurions  nous  engager  k  les  ^carter  assez 
promptement  pour  Stre  en  mesure  de  signer,  dans  le  dfelai  qui  lui  convien- 
drait,  la  convention  a  laquelle  il  attache  avec  raison  une  si  grande  importance. 

Agreez,  &c. 
(Signe)  GUIZOT. 


(Translation.) 
Sir,  Pari^,  August  16,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received,  with  the  Dispatch  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the 
11th  inst.,  a  copy  of  the  note  which  Viscount  Palmerston  addressed  to  you,  ex- 
pressing a  wish  that  the  Government  of  the  King  would  authorise  you  to  sign 
immediately,  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  other  Great  Powers,  the  project 
of  the  general  treaty  drawn  up  in  London  three  years  ago,  for  the  purpose  of 
rendering  more  efficacious  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.  I  need  not  tell 
you  that,  as  regards  the  object  of  this  convention,  and  even  the  generality  of 
its  provisions,  there  neither  does  nor  can  exist  any  difference  between  the 
Government  of  the  King  and  that  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty;  but  some  of  the 
secondary  clauses  which  it  contains  apparently  require  certain  explanations, 
which,  1  hope,  will  obviate  the  difficulties  which  their  execution  might  en- 
counter. 

Public  opinion  is  not  less  declared  in  France  than  it  is  in  England  against 
the  infamous  traffic,  the  last  traces  of  which  are  about  to  be  effaced  ;  but 
France  does  not  eaually  concur  in  the  propriety  and  fitness  of  some  of  the  mea- 
sures to  be  taken  for  that  end,  and  on  this  point  she  entertains  doubt  and  mis- 
trust which  it  is  necessary  to  dissipate.  These  difficulties,  Sir,  are  certainly 
not  insurmountable  ;  and  if  more  urgent  questions  had  not  latterly  absorbed  all 
our  activity,  if  it  had  been  possible  to  direct  the  public  attention  to  this  point, 
distracted  by  other  pre-occupations,  it  is  probable  that  we  should  already  have 
triumphed  over  the  obstacles  which  I  have  pointed  out  to  you.  However  this 
may  be.  Lord  Palmerston  will  understand  that  on  our  part  it  would  be  imprudent 
not  to  take  account  of  them,  and  that  we  cannot  engage  to  remove  them  soon 
enough  to  be  prepared  to  sign,  within  the  period  which  would  suit  him,  the  con-* 
tention  to  which  ne  properly  attaches  so  much  importance. 

Accept,  &c. 
M.  le  Baron  Bourqueney,  (Signed)  GUIZOT. 

8fc.        Sfc.        Sfc.    * 

No*  51. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 

Viscount  Palmerston  presents  his  compliments  to  Baron  Bourqueney, 
and  has  the  honour  to  invite  Baron  Bourqueney  to  meet  him  at  the  Foreign 
Office  to-morrow,  Wednesday,  at  two  o'clock,  in  order  to  continue,  in  concert 
with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  the  negotiation  for 
a  Treaty  between  the  Five  Great  Powers  of  Europe  upon  Slave  Trade. 
Foreign  Office,  August  24,  1841. 

No.  52. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Bulwer. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  2^,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  lOth  instant,  I  have  to  acquaint 
you  that  Baron  Bourqueney  read  to  me,  some  days  ago,  a  Despatch  dated  the 
16th  instant,  which  he  had  received  from  M.  Guizot,  in  reply  to  his  appli- 
cation for  authority  to  sign  the  proposed  Treaty  between  the  Five  Powers 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.  M.  Guizot  states  that  no  differ- 
ence of  feeling  exists  between  the  French  Government  and  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  with  regard  to  the  object  of  the  proposed  Treaty,  or  even  as  to 
its  provisions,  taken  as  a  whole ;  but  that  some  of  the  minor  clauses  appa- 
rently require  explanation,  in  order  to  prevent  difficulties  which  they  may 
encounter  if  carried  into  dOTect :  that  public  opinion  is  not  less  strong  in 
France  than  it  is  in  England  in  fovour  of  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
Class  G.  I 
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but  that  thiii  OfMriion  ia  iK>t  equally  settled  as  to  the  propriety  of  some  of  tbt 
measures  ta  be  taken  for  that  purpose,  with  respect  to  whM^h  there  exists 
doubt  and  mistrust  which  it  is  necessary  to  dissipate;  that  it  would  be  im- 
pvudent  id  the  Frencb  Goiiernmeut  uot  to  pay  attention  to  these  obstacles ; 
and  that  the  Preach  Government  cannot  undertake  to  surmount  them  in  time 
to  be  able  to  sign  tbe  Convention,  as  soon  as  is  desired  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  received  this  communication  with  much 
regret,  because  they  had  not  expected  that  a  diflSculty  on  this  matter  would 
have  arisen  from  the  Government  of  France — a  Government  which  has  al- 
ways professed,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  convinced,  sincerely 
feelsi  the  most  anxious  desire  to  pot  an  end  to  the  detestable  traffic  in  slaves. 

But  as  the  French  Government  seems  to  take  a  view  of  its  own  position, 
in  regard  to  this  Treaty,  somewhat  diflfferent  from  that  taken  of  it  by  Her 
Majesty^s  Government,  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ment to  M.  Guizot. 

By  the  9th  Article  of  the  Convention  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave 
TradtB,  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  France  on  xhe  30th  of  Novera^ 
ber,  1831,  it  was  agreed  that  the  other  maritime  Powers  should  be  invited  to 
accede  to  that  Convention  as  soon  as  possible ;  and',  accordingly,  in  January, 
1834,  when  that  Convention  had  been  rendtered  more  eflTective  as  to  the 
details  of  the  Slave  Trade  Suppression  Service,  by  the  supplementary  Con- 
vention of  March,  1833,  a  dran  of  a  note  inviting  the,  accession  of  Austria, 
Naples,  Prussia,  Russia,  and  Sardinia,  was  submitted  tX)  the  Due  de  Broglie 
by  Her  Majesty^s  Ambassador  at  Pkris^  with  a  proposal  that  a  note,  couched 
in  the  terms  of  that  draft,  should  be  sent,  by  the  British  and  French  Go- 
vernments respectively,  to  their  representatives  at  Vienna,  Naples,  Berlin,  St 
Petersburg,  and  Turin,  to  be  presented  by  those  Ministers  to  the  several 
Governments  to  which  they  were  accredited. 

The  French  Government  approved  of  the  note  in  question,  and'  promised 
to  give  the  proposed  instructions  to  the  French  Ministers  at  the  Courts  above 
named. 

The  invitation  was  acceded  to  by  the  Courts  of  Naples  and  Turin,  and  by 
the  other  Powers  to  whom  it  was  subsequently  addressed.  Austria,  Prussia 
and  Russia,  however,  declined  to  become  parties  to  the  Conventions  between 
France  and  Great  Britain ;  but  declared  their  readiness  to  lend  their  aid 
towards  the  final  extinction  of  the  Slave  Trade,  ancV  proposed  that  their  re- 
presentatives in  London  should  meet  in  conference  with  the  French  Ambas* 
sador  and  the  British  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrange- 
ments for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object. 

This  proposal  was  announced  to  Count  Sebastiani  by  my  Note  of  May  31, 
1836 ;  and  J  at  the  same  time  informed  his  Excellency  that  the  representatives 
of  Prussia  and  Russia  were  already  duly  and  formally  authorised'  to  take  part 
in  the  proposed  negotiation,  and  that  the  Austrian  Minister  had  no  doubt  that 
authority  would  be  forwarded  to  him  also;  and  I  transmitted  to  Count 
Sebastiani  a  draft  of  Treaty  which  comprised  the  leading  stipulations  to 
which  the  Powers  of  Europe  had  at  various  times  agreed,  which  I  requestfed" 
him  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  French  Government,  previously  to 
it^  being  proposed  in  conference  by  Count  Sebastiani  and  myself  to  the^repre^ 
sentatives  of  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia. 

To  this  communication  no  reply  was  received,  although,  on  the  31  st 
October  and  on  the  27th  December,  1836,  and  on  the  27th  February  and  on  the 
9th  June,  1838,  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Paris  was  instructed  to  pres» 
the  subject  upon  the  attention  of  the  French  Government;  except  that,  in 
January,  1837,  Count  Mole  stated  that  he  had  been,  up  to  that  time,  pre- 
vented from  acting  upon  the  overtures  made  by  the  British  Government,  but 
that  he  would  soon  take  the  King's  orders  on  the  subject^  and  inform  Eail 
Granville  of  the  result 

In  December,  L838,  however,  Count  Sebastiani  joined  with  me  in  a&rmal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FRANCE.  59 

fresse,  et  de  Russie^  s'^ant  reunis  en  ooftfierence,  d'apres  rinvitati^n  de9  Pie- 
nwotentinires  de  France  et  de  ia  Grande  BretagJie,  afin  de  cantinaer  les 
ne^octations  pour  un  concert  gfenf  ral  des  Ptifesances  de  TEurope,  ayant  pour 
objet  la  suppression  de  la  Trake  des  Noirs  ;♦♦*♦•/«»  PtempotenUaires  de 
France  t%  de  la  Grande  Brttagne  pr^ptMierent  aux  Plfenipotentiaires  des  trois 
autres  Puissances,  aujourd'hui  rtanis  en  conference,  fe  Projet  de  Trmite  anneal 
A.  Les  Plenipotentiaires  de  Fromce  etdeia  Grande  Bretagne  pr ierent  les  Plfeni- 
potentiaires  des  trois  Oours  de  trafwmettre  le  dit  Projet  k  leurs  Gkmvememens 
respectifs.  »♦•*****  Les  PlenipBlentiaires  de  France  et  de  la  Grande 
Bretagtfe  dfeclarerent  que  leurs  Gouvememens  rendent  une  enti^rc  justice  aux 
sentimens  philanthropiques  et  gfen^reux  des  Gouvememens  d'Autriche,  de 
Prusse,  et  de  Ruasie,  et  sont  les  premiers  a  reconnaJtre,  que  ni  les  sujets  ni  les 
pavilions  de  ces  trois  Putssances  ne  prennent  aucuTie  part  ao  trafic  des  noirs. 

•*  Mais  le  but,  dont  Jes  Grouvememens  de  Fremee  et  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  se 
proposent  raccomplissement  au  moyen  du  Traite  en  question,  est  celui  d'em- 
pScber  que  les  bandits  et  les  pirates  d'autre  pays,  qui  s^adonnent  i  ce  commerce 
infame,  ne  puissent  se  prevaloir  des  pavilions  des  trois  Puissances,  afin  de  pour- 
suivre  impunement  leurs  crimineMes  entreprises.'' 

Therefore  it  was  not  England  which  then  proposed  that  draft  of  Treaty  to 
France,  but  it  was  France  which,  in  conjunction  with  England,  proposed  that 
draft  to  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia ;  and  consequently  the  hesitation  now 
evinced  by  the  French  Government  cannot  possibly  apply  to  anything  con- 
tained in  that  draft  of  the  12th  of  December,  1838 ;  because  France  is  bound, 
by  the  Protocol  above  quoted,  to  the  draft  which  she  herself  then  proposed. 

The  question  therefore  arises,  which  of  'tfie  alterations  subsequently  made 
in  the  Draft  of  Treaty  it  is,  to  which  the  hesitation  of  the  French  Government 
is  to  be  attributed? 

These  alterations  are  as  follow: — 

In  the  2nd  Article,  the  space  within  which  the  mutual  right  of  search  is  to  be 
exercised,  is  to  be  bounded  to  the  north  by  the  32nd  parallel  of  north  latitude, 
instead  of  by  the  37th,  as  originally  proposed ;  and  the  limits  within  which  that 
right  can  be  exercised  to  the  westward,  to  the  southward,  and  to  the  eastward, 
are  more  specially  defined  than  they  were  in  the  first  draft ;  for  the  right  is  limbed 
on  the  west  by  the  eastern  coast  of  America,  from  the  point  where  the  32nd  pa- 
JraUei  of  north  latitude  strikes  that  coast,  down  to  the  45th  parallel  of  south 
latitude;  to  the  south  by  the  45lh  parallel  of  south  latitude,  from  the  point 
where  that  parallel  strikes  the  eastern  coast  of  America,  to  the  point  where  it 
mtersects  the  80th  degree  of  longitude  east  of  Greenwich ;  and  to  the  eastward, 
by  that  meridian  of  longitude,  from  the  point  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  45th 
parallel  of  south  latitude,  up  to  the  point  where  it  strikes  the  coast  of  India. 

By  the  6th  Article,  the  captor  of  a  slaver  is  to  be  permitted  to  send  his  prize 
for  adjudication  under  the  care  of  the  officer  third  in  command  of  his  ship, 
instead  of  being  required  to  send  the  officer  second  in  command,  as  at  first 
proposed. 

In  the  9th  Article  a  stipulation  has  been  added,  in  order  to  prevent  an 
evasion  practised  by  slave  dealers,  who  it  is  found  land  their  slaving  equip- 
ments at  the  slave  fectories  on  the  coast,  and  reship  them  when  their  cargoes 
of  slaves  are  ready.  By  this  means  they  shorten  the  period  of  time  during 
which  they  have  on  board  the  equipments  which  render  them  liable  to  con- 
demnation ;  and  if  a  cruiser  searches  them  while  they  are  lying  opposite  to  a 
slave  factory,  and  waiting  for  the  slaves  whom  they  are  to  take  on  board,  they 
may  perhaps  have  on  board  none  of  the  articles,  the  presence  of  which  would 
be  evidence  to  convict  them. 

A  Hke  addition  has  been  made  to  Article  11. 

The  preceding  summary  shows  that  the  tendency  of  the  alterations  which 
have  been  made  ra  the  draft  of  December,  1838,  is  to  modify,  and  not  to  increase, 
the  stringency  of  the  articles  of  the  draft  proposed  by  France  and  England ;  and 
it  cannot  therefore  be  supposed  that  the  French  Government  can  object  to  those 
alterations. 

In  June  1839,  six  months  after  the  draft  of  treaty  had  been  proposed  in  con* 
ference,  and  on  several  subsequent  occasions,  1  applied  to  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  begging  to  be  informed  of  the  decision  which 
their  Governments  had  come  to  upon  the  subject ;  and  those  three  Powers 
were  also  urged  by  Her  Majesty's  representatives  at  Vienna,   Berlin,  and 
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St.  Petersburgb^  to  give  a  speedy  and  favourable  answer  to  Great  Britain  and 
France,  But  no  decisive  reply  was  received  till  November  1839,  when  the 
Austrian  Plenipotentiary  stated,  that  his  Government  felt  itself  unable  to  co- 
operate actively  in  the  measures  proposed  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  therefore  offered  to  settle  the  question,  by  giving  for  five  years  to  British 
cruisers  the  right  of  searching  Austrian  vessels  suspected  of  Slave  Trade. 

This  liberal  offer  was  declined  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  on  the  ground 
that  the  object  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  in  view  was  to  unite  all 
the  Christian  Powers  in  a  league  against  the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  this  object 
would  not  be  attained  if  Austria  declined  to  join  the  league.  Shortly  after- 
wards, on  the  24th  of  February,  1840,  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  the 
satisfaction  of  learning  that  Austria  had  authorised  her  Plenipotentiary  to  join 
in  the  negotiations  for  the  treaty  already  proposed  ;  and  those  negotiations  were 
accordingly  resumed  at  this  office  on  the  24th  of  February,  1840. 

But  at  this  conference  an  important  alteration  of  the  draft  was  proposed  by 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  three  Powers,  who  had  been  instructed  to  suggest 
that  the  treaty  should  he  limited  in  duration. 

To  this  proposal  Her  Majesty's  Government  entertained  the  strongest  objec- 
tions, and  felt  it  right  to  endeavour  to  induce  the  three  Powers  not  to  insist  upon 
a  stipulation,  which  would  so  materially  impair  the  efficacy  of  the  treaty;  and  the 
French  Plenipotentiary  concurred  with  the  British  Plenipotentiary  on  this  point. 

The  correspondence  on  this  matter  occupied  some  months. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  1840,  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  three  Powers  met 
M.  Guizot  and  myself  in  conference ;  and  at  that  time  Baron  Brunnow,  on  the 
part  of  Russia,  was  the  only  Plenipotentiary  who  pressed  for  a  limitation  of  the 
duration  of  the  treaty.  But  I  again  argued  the  extreme  importance  of  an 
unlimited  duration  ;  and  Baron  Brunnow  said  that  Russia  might  be  induced  to 
agree  to  that  unlimited  duration  of  time,  if  the  limits  of  space^  within  which 
the  mutual  right  of  search  was  to  be  exercised,  were  somewhat  narrowed ;  and 
Her  Majesty's  Government  having  signified  their  readiness  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  in  this  respect,  I  heard  in  August,  1840,  from  Her 
Majesty's  Minister  at  St.  Petersbui^h,  that  instructions  had  been  issued  to 
Baron  Brunnow  on  this  matter,  which  it  was  thought  would  be  satisfactory  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

At  this  time^  however,  France  was  separated  from  the  other  Powers  by  the 
Treaty  of  July^  1840 ;  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  then  abstained  from 
pressing  the  signature  of  the  proposed  convention,  because  although  the  subject 
was  indeed  wholly  unconnected  with  the  Turkish  and  Egyptian  affairs,  and 
although  a  treaty  for  the  suppression  of  Slave  Trade  might  have  been  signed, 
without  altering  the  position  of  France  in  regard  to  the  Turkish  question,  yet 
Her  Majesty's  Government  felt  that  the  French  Government  might  dislike  to 
pursue  any  negotiation  in  conjunction  with  the  other  four  Powers,  at  a  moment 
when  she  had  separated  herself  from  them  in  a  matter  of  great  and  practical 
and  immediate  political  interest. 

But  the  very  day  on  which  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  six  Powers  signed  the 
Convention  of  the  13th  of  July  last^  by  which  the  separation  of  France  from 
the  other  Powers  ceased,  I  requested  Baron  Bourqueney  to  apply  to  his  Govern- 
ment for  authority  to  sign  the  Slave  Trade  Treaty ;  and  I  again  urged  him  verbally 
to  the  same  effect,  some  time  before  I  wrote  him  the  note  of  the  lOtb  instant. 

No  efforts,  therefore,  have  been  omitted  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  obtain  the  signature  of  the  French  Plenipotentiary  to  this  treaty,  which 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia  are  ready  to  sign  ;  and 
Her  Majesty's  Government  certainly  cannot  say,  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
French  Minister  for  now  asking  for  further  delay  are,  in  the  opinion  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  at  all  satisfactory.  Her  Majesty's  Government  hope  and 
trust  that  this  unexpected  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  France 
to  conclude  a  treaty,  which  France  herself  joined  in  proposing  in  December,  1838, 
will  not  be  productive  of  any  worse  result  than  further  delay ;  but  if,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  any  fresh  difficulties  should  arise  elsewhere,  the  responsibility  of 
having  occasioned  them  will  not  rest  with  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

You  will  give  a  copy  of  this  Despatch  to  M.  Guizot 

I  am,  &c« 
H.  L.  Bulwer,  Esq.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

<§c.       8fc.       Sfc. 
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No.  53. 
Viscount  Palmerstan  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 

Foreign  Office,  August  27,  1841- 
The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  transmit  to  Baron  Bourqneney 
&c.,  two  Copies  of  the  Draft  of  Treaty  between  the  Five  Powers  for  the  Suppres- 
sion of  the  Slave  Trade,  containing  the  alterations  agreed  upon  at  the  Con- 
ference held  at  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  25th  instant. 

The  Undersigned,  &c., 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 


No.  54. 
Viscount  P aimer ston  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 

Foreign  Office,  August  28,  1841. 
The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  submit  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 
Charge  d'Affaires  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  the  accompanying 
Draft  of  the  Tenth  Article  of  the  Treaty,  between  the  Five  Great  Powers,  for 
the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  containing  an  alteration  which  it  is  proposed 
to  make  in  the  last  sentence  of  that  Article,  relative  to  the  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  condemned  vessels. 

The  Undersigned  trusts  that  this  alteration  will  meet  the  approval  of  thft 
Baron  Bourqueney. 

The  Undersigned,  &c., 
M.  le  Baron  de  Bourqueney,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  54. 

Dr€ift  of  Tenth  Article  of  Treaty  between  the  Five  Powers. 

Proposed  alteration  in  Art.  10. 

The  concluding  words,  '^  distributed  according  to  law  among  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  capturing  ship,'*  to  be  struck  out ; — and  the  words  '*  appljed  in  such 
way  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  that  country,"  substituted. 


No.  55. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 

M.  LE  Baron,  Foreign  Offi^^e,  September  10,  1841. 

I  FIND  amongst  the  papers  in  this  Department,  a  Memorandum  left  by 
my  predecessor,  that,  in  an  interview  you  had  with  Lord  Palmerston  on  the 
18th  of  August  last,  you  read  to  his  Lordship  a  Despatch,  firom  which  he  ga- 
thered that  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French  imagine 
that  the  English  purchase  slaves  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  send  them  to  the  West 
Indies  and  Demerara  as  apprentices  for  fourteen  years,  to  be  free  men  at  the 
expiration  of  that  period. 

Lord  Palmerston  made  inquiries  about  these  matters  at  the  Colonial  Office, 
and,  a  reply  having  been  received  from  that  Department,  I  have  now  the  ho- 
nour to  request  that  you  will  acquaint  the  French  Government  that  they  have 
been  entirely  misinformed  on  this  subject,  and  that  no  such  transactions  ever 
take  place : — ''  But  the  inhabitants  of  Sierra  Leone,  being  subjects  of  the  Queen 
of  England,  are  of  course  free  to  depart  for  any  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  at 
their  own  pleasure ;  and,  in  the  exercise  of  that  freedom,  many  of  them  have 
voluntarily  gone  to  Jamaica,  Guiana,  and  Trinidad. 

^'  Laws  have  been  made,  in  these  last-named  colonies,  for  providing  funds  to 
defray  the  expense  of  the  passage  of  Emigrants  from  Sierra  Leone ;  and  in 
every  such  law  it  is  expressly  provided  that  the  emigrants,  on  their  arrival, 
shall  not  be  subject  to  any  apprenticeship,  but  shall  be  absolutely  free  to  choose 
any  employment  or  employers  they  may  prefer." 
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The  Reports  which  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  have  received  on  this  subject 
from  these  colonies  show  that  the  emigrants  who  have  already  arrived  at  Guiana 
and  Trinidad  have  exercised  this  freedom  of  choice  without  any  restraint  what- 
ever. They  have  been  received  by  public  officers  appointed  to  protect  them 
against  imposition ;  and  the  Governors  of  these  colonies  have  themselves,  in  per- 
son,  texplained  to  those  emigrants  that  they  are  absolutely  and  entirely  free,  and 
iiave  taken  care  that  their  freedom  should  be  in  no  way  whatever  infringed. 

The  Colonial  Laws  above  aientioned,  moreover^  declare  invalid  and  void  every 
contract  for  service  made  by  an  emigrant  before  he  actually  reaches  the  colony ; 
and  contracts  made  in  the  colony  are  not  allowed  to  be  for  a  longer  period  than 
twelve  months.  In  case  of  a  breach  of  contract  for  service,  the  servant  is  liable 
to  no  corporal  punishment,  and  does  not  incur  any  penalties  beyond  those  1x) 
which  servants  in  general  are  liable,  for  the  neglect  or  breach  of  their  engage- 
ments ;  and,  in  short,  the  emigrants  are  in  every  sense  as  completely  free  as  are 
any  hired  servants  in  the  United  Kingdom  itsetf. 

it  may  also  be  observed,  that,  in  orcler  to  prevent  abuse  during  the  voyage,  a 
law  has  been  passed  at  Sierra  Leone  exactly  similar  to  that  which  regulates  the 
conveyance  of  passengers  from  England  to  pafts  beyond  the  seas ;  and  so  strictly 
has  this  law  been  observed,  and  so  effectual  have  its  provisions  proved,  that  not  a 
single  death,  nor  even  any  serious  illness,  has  occurred  among  tlie  negro  emi- 
grants during  the  voyage  to  the  West  Indies. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

M.  le  Baron  de  Stmrqueney, 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


No.  56. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Bulwer, 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  September  10,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  note  which 
I  have  this  day  addressed  to  Baron  Bourqueney,  relative  to  the  supposed  pur- 
chase of  slaves  at  Sierra'  Leone  for  exportation  to  the  British  West  Indies. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN, 

if.  L.  Bulwer,  E^q., 

Sfo.        £fc.  

Enclosure  in  No.  56. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Baron  Bourqueney. 

Foreign  Office,  September  10, 1841. 
(No.  550 


Na57. 
Mr.  Tumbull  to  the  Earl  cf  Aberdeen, 

British  CoMukUe,  Mmr^Hee,  September  17,  184L 
My  Lord,  {Received  September  27.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  Despatch  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  31st  July  last,  transmitting  to  me  copy  of  a  Letter  from 
the  Greek  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  together  with  the  translation  of 
a  law,  promulgated  by  the  King  of  Greece  on  the  13th  March  last,  prohibiting 
the  trade  in  slaves,  and  assigning  penalties  for  the  offences  committed  in  con- 
travention of  that  law.  The  same  Despatch  transmitted  to  me  also  copy  of  a 
Despatch  and  of  its  Enclosure  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  in  Greece  upon  the 
same  subject;^  and  also  two  sets  of  those  Papers  for  the  Vice-Consuls  at  Cette  and 
Toulon. 

I  shall  not  fail,  in  obedience  to  your  liordship's  directions,  to  meet  the  desire 
expressed  by  the  Greek  Government,  as  stated  in  these  papers,  in  giving  my  best 
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aaaistance  towards  carrying  the  aforementioned  law  into  effect,  whenever  my 
offices  may  be  required  ;  and,  in  traosmittiog  these  Papers  to  the  Yice-Gonsuls 
at  Cette  and  Toulon,  I  shall  accompany  them  with  sui^ble  instructions. 

I  haNre,&9c. 
(Signed)  ALEXANDER  TURNBULL,  CmuhL 

The  Bight  Hm.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T., 
8fe.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  58. 

TkeBarl  efAberdkew  to  Mr.  BUhovr. 

Fmmgn.  0:000,  Oetabtp  30, 184L 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented^  to  Parliament. 
(Sea-Na.  9.) 

No.  5». 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Count  St.  Auiaire. 

Formgn  Offiee,  Noemier  12,  lfi4L 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 
(See- No:  10.) 


Nou60. 
Tke.  Mori  of  jMsfdeen  to  Count  St.  Auiaire. 
SiH,  Foreign  OffUe,  November  17,  1841. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  had  before  them  the  communications^ 
which  M.  Bouraueney  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  on  the  17th  of  December,  1840,.  and  on  the  31st  of  Januarv,  1841, 
claiming  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  France  reparation  from  Her  Ma- 
j[esty's  Government  for  the  seizure  of  the  French  vessel  the  "  Senegrnnbie^'*  in 
the  harbour  of  Bathurst,  in  the  Gambia,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1840,  and  the 
subsequent  condemnation  of  that  vessel  in  the  Vice- Admiralty  €ourt  at  Sierra 
Leone. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment, in  making  this  claim,  appear  to  rest  under  the  persuasion  that  the  vessel 
in  question  was-seized  and  proceeded  against  under  the  conventions  concluded  in 
1831  and  1833  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  containing  certain  provisions 
to  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  contracting  parties  to  those  conventions  for 
enabling  them  to  co-operate  towards  the  prevention  of  Slave  Trade  on  the  part 
of  the  respective  subjects  of  each  party* 

But  the  Government  of  France  were  already  informed,  on  the  16th  of  June, 
1B40,  by  a  note  (rom  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Paris>  that  the  ^ound'  on 
which  the  '^  Senegambie''  was  seized  and  proceeded  against,  was  a  violation  of 
a  British  Act  of  Parliament  while  lying  in  a  British  harbour,  for  she  was  found 
in.  British  waters  illegally  equipped  for  Slave  Trade,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  of  the  5  Geo.  I  v.,  cap.  113,  and  on  that  ground  was  seized  and  was 
sent  for  adjudication,  not  to  a  tribunal  of  her  own  country,  as  would  have  been 
the  case  had  she  been  detained  under  the  above-mentioned  Conventions  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,,  but  to  a  British  Vice-Admiralty  Court  duly 
authorised  to  try  and  decide  on  cases  of  offences  against  British  laws^  sucU  as 
that  which  the  '*  SenSgambie'*  was  charged  with  having  committed. 

It  appears  that,  in  the  case  in  question,  there  had  been  a  clear  violation  of 
British  law,  that  the  vessel  having  a  slave  equipment  cm  board  waB  repaired  and 
fitted  in  a  British  port^  that  for  such  offence  she  was  legally  condemned  by 
the  sentence  of  a  competent  Tribunal,  and  that,  if  there  had  been  any  reason- 
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able  doubt  of  the  legality  of  that  sentence,  the  parties  might  and  ought  to  have 
resorted  to  the  Court  of  Appellate  Jurisdiction. 

I  have  to  request  also  that  your  Excellency  will  recall  to  the  attention  of  the 
French  Government  the  just  and  well-founded  arguments  contained  in  the 
Note  from  Her  Meyesty's  Ambassador  at  Paris  to  his  Excellency  the  French 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  16th  of  June^  1840;  the  force  of  which 
does  not  appear  in  any  way  affected  by  the  tenor  of  the  documents  since  trans- 
mitted by  M.  de  Bourqueney.  Some  of  those  documents,  indeed^  tend  strongly 
to  confirm  the  view  taken  of  this  matter  in  that  Note,  and  to  show  that  the 
Act  of  Liberation  was  conditional  only,  and  constituted  a  nominal  and  not  a 
real  distinction.  , 

Under  these  circumstances  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  that  your 
Excellency  will  state  to  the  Government  of  France  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment cannot  admit  that  any  claim  for  reparation  can  justly  be  maintained  by 
the  French  Government  in  this  case. 

It  may  not  here  be  superfluous  to  observe  that  the  Conventions  referred  to 
by  M.  Bourqueney  were  never  intended  to  abrogate, the  laws  which  prohibited 
the  trade  in  slaves  within  the  dominions  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties, 
at  the  time  those  Conventions  were  concluded^  but  on  the  contrary  those  Con- 
ventions were  entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  furnbhing  additional  powers  for 
the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

His  EwceUency  Count  St.  Aulaire, 
^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  61. 

The  Earl  o/ Aberdeen  to  Lord  Cowley. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  November  19,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  your  Excellency  copies  of  Papers  received  at  this 
office  from  the  Colonial  department. 

These  Papers  show  that  two  persons  of  colour^  named  Lateer  or  Lauter  Ting, 
and  Amady  Jaubert  or  Sauber,  formerly  slaves  at  Sen^l  and  Goree,  had  for 
these  some  years  past  resided  as  ir€;e  inhabitants  of  Her  Majesty's  Colony  at  St. 
Mary's  in  the  Gambia,  and  that  in  the  month  of  June  last  these  two  persons 
having  embarked  near  Albreda,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  their  residence  at 
St.  Mary's,  were,  while  on  their  passage  down  the  river  towards  the  latter  place, 
forcibly  seized  by  an  officer  of  the  French  brig-of-war  *' Nines  "  carried  thrqugh 
Her  Majesty's  jurisdiction  at  the  port  of  St.  Mary's,  and  taken  to  Goree,  and 
there  retained,  it  is  supposed,  in  slavery. 

The  commander  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  *'  Wanderer  *'  laid  before  the  Governors 
of  the  French  colonies  of  Goree  and  Senegal  a  representation  of  these  circum- 
stances, and  applied  successively  to  each  of  those  officers  for  the  release  of  the 
two  persons  of  colour  above  referred  to ;  but  the  commandants  of  Senegal  and 
Goree  answered  the  application  by  stating  that  the  afiair  in  question  was  one,  the 
settlement  of  which  was  beyond  their  jurisdiction. 

I  have  to  instruct  you,  therefore,  to  represent  the  circumstances  to  the  French 
Government. 

You  will  explain  to  them  that  this  appears  to  be  a  case  of  aggravated  wrong 
against  the  negroes  in  question,  and  that  it  has  been  committed  under  circum- 
stances which  give  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  a  claim  to  require  from  the 
French  Government  that  orders  shall  be  ^ven  for  the  release  of  the  two  persons 
held  in  bondage  at  Goree ;  and  you  will  add  that  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
trusting  in  the  sense  of  justice  which  animates  the  Government  of  France,  feels 
confident  that  the  necessary  orders  will  be  given  accordingly. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

His  EoiceUency  Lord  Cowley, 
Sfc.        Sfc.       Sfc. 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

Mr.  Stephen  to  Viscount  Canning. 

Downing  Street,  October  18,  1841. 
My  Loup,  {Received  October  19.) 

Referring  to  the  Letter  which  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Backhouse  on  the  11th 
of  August  last,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  two  French  vessels  of  war  in  the 
Gambia^  I  am  directed  by  Lord  Stanley  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  Despatch  which  has  been 
received  from  the  officer  administering  the  government  of  Her  Majesty's  settle- 
ments in  that  river,  together  with  the  Enclosure  to  that  Despatch,  reporting  that 
M.  Bouet,  the  oflScer  commanding  one  of  the  vessels  in  question,  has  forcibly 
carried  away  from  the  Gambia  two  black  men  to  be  dealt  with  as  slaves. 

T  linvc    &^C 

(Signed)  JARIES  STEPHEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Cannings 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 
Mr.  Ingram  to  Lord  John  Russell. 

My  Lord,  Bathurst,  Gambia,  August  5,  1841. 

I  BEG  leave  to  represent  to  your  Lordship,  with  reference  to  my  Despatch 
of  the  19th  of  June  last,  that,  in  addition  to  the  highly  improper  conduct  evinced 
towards  this  settlement  by  M.  Edward  Bouet,  the  officer  commanding  the 
French  ships  of  war  on  the  African  station,  as  therein  complained  of,  that  indi- 
vidual has  further  committed  himself  by  forcibly  carrying  away  from  this  river 
two  black  men  named  Lateer  King  and  Amady  Jaubert  or  Sauber,  who  had  for 
some  considerable  period  resided  in  this  town.  I  was  not  aware  of  this  circum- 
stance when  I  addressed  your  Lordship  the  Despatch  above  referred  to,  the  par- 
ticulars not  having  been  known  to  me  until  the  23rd  of  June.  Having, 
however,  every  reason  to  feel  assured  that  the  information  I  had  received  could 
be  relied  on,  I  did  not  hesitate,  on  the  arrival  of  Her  Maiesty^s  ship  *'  Wanderer," 
to  address  Captain  Denman  on  the  subject,  requesting  he  would  claim  the  indi- 
viduals  from  the  French  Government  at  Goree  and  Senegal.  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  copy  of  my  letter  to  that  officer.  Captain  Denman,  having  complied 
with  my  requisition,  proceeded  on  the  14th  of  July  to  Goree  and  Senegal,  from 
which  places  he  returned  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month.  I  also  transmit  here- 
with copy  of  his  answer  to  my  letter,  and  of  the  correspondence  which  passed 
between  himself  and  the  acting  commandant  at  Goree,  and  the  Governor  of 
Senegal. 

Concurring  as  I  do  entirely  in  the  opinions  expressed  by  Captain  Denman  in 
his  letters  to  the  French  authorities,  which  letters  so  clearly  set  forth  the  unjustifi- 
able conduct  of  the  French  naval  officer,  it  will  be  unnecessary  here  to  enter  into 
further  explanation  on  the  subject.  I  cannot,  however,  regard  the  answers  of 
the  Governor  of  Senegal  otherwise  than  as  most  unsatisfactory.  I  consider  them 
as  evasive  and  at  variance  with  truth.  His  Excellency  persists  in  stating  that  the 
men  Lateer  Ting  and  Amady  Jaubert  were  taken  from  Albreda,^^^o**^**io» 
Frangaise,''  and  that  he  has  not  the  power  to  restore  them  to  freedom.  Granting 
the  Governor  the  full  benefit  of  this  assertion,  it  would  still  be  unlawful  to  carry 
slaves  through  the  waters  of  the  Gambia,  the  integrity  of  which  is  assured  to 
England  by  solemn  Treaty ;  but  the  copies  herein  forwarded  of  two  depositions 
sworn  to  by  Cumba  Byter  and  Mary  Ann  Sow,  who  were  the  fellow-passengers  in 
the  brig  "  Curieuse"  of  the  unfortunate  men  forcibly  taken  from  that  vessel,  and 
carried  as  prisoners  to  the  ''Nisv^/'  will  at  once  prove  to  your  Lordship  that 
they  were  not  secured  at  Albreda,  but  were  deliberately  taken  from  the  merchant 
ship  during  her  passage  between  Albreda  and  Bathurst,  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  the  former  place,  by  an  officer  sent,  no  doubt,  by  Commander  Bouet 
for  the  express  purpose. 

That  the  Governor  of  Senegal  has  not  the  power  to  restore  to  freedom  persons 
wrongfully  and  illegally  detained  appears  to  me  inexplicable,  and  his  attempt  to 
throw  the  onus  of  their  unlawful  detention  (which  now  remains  entirely  his  own 
Class  C,  K 
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act)  on  the  French  naval  officer  then  absent  very  uncandid.  This  Governor,  my 
Lford,  who  now  declares  his  authority  to  be  so  very  limited  when  called  on  to 
perform  a  simple  act  of  justice  by  restoring^  two  wretched  beings  to  liberty,  would 
not  hesitate  to  demand  the  restoration  of  deserters  from  the  crews  of  French 
vessels  coming  here,  although,  in  nearly  every  instance,  these  deserters  are 
unhappy  slaves.  If  he  possess  thb  right  he  surely  also  possesses  the  authority  and 
power  to  restore  to  freedom  any  persons  illegally  detained  as  slaves  in  the  colony 
ne  governs^  especially  British  subjects,  when  claimed  as  such  by  British  authori^ 
ties  under  any  circumstances.  The  manner  in  which  this  Lateer  Ting  and 
Amady  Jaubert  were  conveyed  to  and  introduced  into  St.  Louis  is  at  best  very 
questionable ;  and  as  the  Governor  cannot  plead  ignorance  in  the  matter,  I  CQn« 
ceive  his  conduct  to  be  highly  censurable  throughout. 

From  my  long  residence  in  Western  Africa,  and  personal  acquaintance  with 
the  neighbouring  colonies  of  Goree  and  Senegal,  I  have  reason  to  fear  that, 
before  your  Lordship  can  interpose  on  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  men  whose 
case  I  have  now  presented  to  your  Lordship,  they  will  have  shared  the  fate  of 
many  of  their  countrymen,  and  have  become  the  property  of  the  slave  dealer. 
I  hope  your  Lordship  will  pardon  me  for  again  pressing  vipon  your  Lordship's 
notice  the  advantage,  indeed  I  may  say  the  necessity,  for  the  benefit  of  British 
interests,  of  adding  Albreda  to  this  Government.  Albreda,  as  regards  its  extent, 
is  insignificant,  but  is  nevertheless  a  millstone  on  our  commerce. 

It  holds  out  a  premium  to  the  smuggler,  serious  injury  to  the  honest  trader, 
and  frequent  causes  of  difference  between  the  French  colonies  and  ourselves. 
If  this  factory  were  relinquished  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  French 
could  no  longer  ascend  this  river  beyond  Bathurst ;  and,  as  the  undivided  pos- 
session of  the  Crown,  I  feel  assured  this  young  and  prosperous  settlement 
would  rapidly  attain  a  degree  of  importance  and  wealth  which  I  fear  it  cannot 
reach  under  existing  circumstances. 

Such  a  union  would  leave  no  further  room  on  the  part  of  our  restless  and 
discontented  neighbours  for  the  commission  of  future  aggressions  and  other 
vexatious  acts  against  the  persons  or  property  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  this 
river. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T-  S.  INGRAM,  Acting  Governor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  M.P.y 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 


Deposition  of  Cumba  Byter. 

Settlement  of  Bathurst,  River  Gambia,  June  23,  184L 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Daniel  Robertson,  Esq.,  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  settlement,  Cumba  Byter,  of  said 
place,  and  being  duly  sworn  states  that  she  was  coming  from  the  French  setde- 
ment  of  Albreda  about  a  week  ago  as  a  passenger  in  the  French  brig  **  Curieuse,** 
Captain  Niolon ;  that  before  the  vessel  got  under  weigh  she  heard  the  captain 
say  that  he  expected  two  more  passengers,  and  wondered  what  was  keeping 
them ;  that  presently  she  saw  a  Mandingo  canoe  coming  alongside,  and  Later 
Ting  and  Amady  Jauber  came  on  board ;  the  vessel  then  got  under  weigh  and 
sail^ ;  a  short  distance  from  Albreda  (about  a  mile)  they  saw  a  boat  coming 
towards  them  from  the  French  man-of-war  with  an  officer  on  board  holding  a 
paper  in  his  hand ;  on  coming  alongside  he  jumped  on  deck,  read  the  paper  to 
the  captain,  and  said  that  he  wanted  two  men«  The  captain  told  him  that  there 
were  four  passen^rs  on  board,  two  men  and  two  women.  The  passengers  were 
then  ordered  an,  and  the  moment  the  officer  saw  Later  Ting  and  Amady 
Jauber  he  said  they  were  the  men  he  wanted,  and  ordered  them  into  his  boat^ 
and  went  off  with  them  towards  the  man-of-war.  Deponent  has  heard  and  be- 
lieves that  Later  Ting  was  a  slave  to  an  inhabitant  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  river 
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years  in  this  colony,  fats  been  mice  or  oflener  to  Goree  since  his  first  arriyal 
here,  and  the  deponent  beard  him  isay  that  bis  master  had  given  hun  his  freedom* 

her 
(Signed)  Cumba  X  Byter. 

mark. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Batburs^  this 
23rdday  of  June,  1841. 

(Signed)  D.  ROBERTSON,  J.  P. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

Deposition  of  Mary  Ann  Sow. 

Settlement  of  St.  Mary's^  River  Gambia. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Daniel  Robertson,  Esq.,  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  Justices  of  Peace  for  the  said  settlement,  Mary  Ann  Sow,  spinster, 
of  the  said  place,  and  being  duly  sworn  saith  that  a  short  time  ago  she  was 
coming  as  a  passenger  from  the  French  factory  of  Albreda  to  the  settlement  of 
St.  Mary's,  in  the  French  brig  "  Curieuse,'*  Niolon  master;  that  some  time  after 
they  left  Albreda,  a  boat  from  the  French  man-of-war  *^  Nisus,*'  Captain  Bouet, 
came  alongside  with  an  officer,  who  boarded  them,  and  desired  the  master  to 
show  him  the  passengers,  who  were  forthwith  (four  in  number)  ranged  before 
him  on  deck;  that  he  then  told  deponent  and  Cumba  Byter  that  he  did  not  want 
them,  but  ordered  the  other  two  passengers,  Amady  Jaubert  and  Lateer  Ting, 
with  their  bands  tied  behind  their  backs,  ;  that  the  boat  then 

pulled  to  the  French  man-of-war  *' iVi«^,"  which  was  at  anchor  oflF  Albreda. 
Deponent  is  not  aware  whether  they  were  carried  out  of  the  river  in  the  man- 
of-war,  but  she  has  not  seen  them  since  in  the  settlement,  which  she  considers 
«he  must  have  done  had  they  not  been  carried  away. 

her 
(Signed)  Mary  Ann  X  Sow. 

mark. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Bathurst,  this 
23rd  day  of  June,  1841. 

(Signed)  D.  ROBERTSON,  J.  P. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 
Mr.  Ingram  to  the  Hon.  Captain  Denman. 

Sir,  Bathursty  Gambia^  July  13,  1841. 

Two  days  after  the  departure  from  this  river  of  the  French  brigs  of  war 
**iVt«*"  and  ^Mcdonine^*  I  was  informed,  on  very  credible  authority,  that  the 
Frwch  senior  naval  officer,  Monsieur  Bouet,  had  committed,  within  the  waters 
of  this  Government,  an  act  of  aggression  by  forcibly  removing  fVom  the  Frencb 
merchant-brig  '*  Curieuse,*'  while  coming  from  Albreda  to  Bathurst,  two  indi- 
viduals named  Lateer  Ting  and  Amady  Joubert,  or  Souber,  (passengers  on  board 
the  last-named  vessel,)  wlio  had  for  several  years  resided  at  this  settlement,  and 
were  then  returning  to  their  homes  in  this  town. 

I  have  been  also  informed  that  the  men  Lateer  Ting  and  Amady  Joubert 
were  formerly  slaves  at  Senegal  and  Goree ;  that  they  came  to  the  Gambia  some 
years  since,  and  have  always  conducted  themselves  in  a  correct  and  proper 
manner.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  two  unfortunate  persons  are  now 
held  as  slaves  in  the  French  colonies  of  Goree  and  Senegal,  and  that  there  is 
no  chance  of  their  ever  again  escaping  from  slavery,  unless  through  the  inter- 
vention of  British  authorities.  Without  entering  into  the  subject  of  Monsieur 
Bouet's  conduct,  which  is  utterly  at  variance  with  all  law,  it  appears  to  me  that 
his  act  amounts  to  a  direct  case  of  slave-dealing,  inasmuch  as  it  forces  into 
slavery  two  persons  previously  enjoying  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  British 
subjects. 

1  hope  that  the  service  on  which  you  are  employed  will  admit  of  your  pro- 
ceeding to  Goree  or  Senegal,  for  the  pupose  of  claiming  the  aforesaid  Lateer 
Ting  and  Amady  Joubert,  when  I  have  no  doubt  other  cases  of  slave-dealing, 
equally  glaring,  will  also  be  presented  to  your  notice.     I  refrain  from  adverting 
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to  other  grievances  of  which  I  have  reason  to  complain  against  Commander 
Booet,  as  they  liave  already  formed  the  subject  of  a  communication  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  address  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)  '  J.  L.  INGRAM, 

The  Hon.  Commander  Denman,  Acting  Governor. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

The  Hon.  Commander  Denman  to  the  Governor  of  Goree. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  ''  Pf^anderer."* 
Sir,  Gorecy  July  17,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  persons  named 
Lateer  Ting  and  Amady  Joubert  or  Souber,  who  have  resided  at  St.  Mary's  for 
several  years,  embarked  in  the  French  merchant-brig  '*  Curieuse "  at  Albreda' 
for  a  passage  to  their  residences  at  St.  Mary's ;  while  on  their  passage  they 
were  forcibly  taken  out  by  an  officer  of  the  French  brig  of  war  ^*  Nisus,''  by 
which  they  were  carried  through  the  port  of  St.  Mary's,  and,  as  I  have  under- 
stood, afterwards  landed  at  Goree.  The  river  Gambia  being  a  British  pos- 
session, it  is  apparent  that  any  aggression  committed  in  its  waters  by  a  foreign 
armed  force  is  as  grave  an  offence  against  the  authority  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty  as  if  the  same  were  committed  upon  the  shores  of  St  Mary's. 

I  understood  that  these  persons  had  formerly  been  slaves  in  a  French  settle- 
ment, and  that  it  is  with  the  object  of  restoring  them  to  this  miserable  condition 
that  M.  Bouet  has  considered  himself  justified  in  his  proceedings. 

But  your  Excellency  will  at  once  perceive  that  the  anxiety  of  M.  Bouet  to 
recover  runaway  slaves  cannot  justify  him  in  violating  the  integrity  of  a  British 
possession ;  and  I  am  confident  that  you  will  at  once  accede  to  the  justice  of 
my  claim  for  the  liberation  of  the.  persons  in  question. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  JOSEPH  DENMAN,  Commander 

and  Senior  Officer  on  the  Sierra  Leone  Station. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Goree^ 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

Commandant  Doucelance  to  the  Hon.  Commander  Denman. 
M.  LE  Commandant,  Goree,  le  20  Juillet,  1841. 

Les  nombreuses  occupations,  et  une  indisposition  que  j'ai  eue  depuis 
trois  jours,  ne  m'ayant  pus  permis  de  repondre  a  votre  reclamation  du  17 
courant  relative  aux  deux  noirs  du  Senegal,  je  m'empresse  de  vous  en  accuser 
r^cepion. 

Je  dois  vous  dire  que  mes  pourvois  ne  s*6tendent  pas  au  point  de 
pouvoir  y  faire  droit;  je  suis  sous  les  ordres  de  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur  du 
hknkgdX,  duquel  je  depend ;  je  lui  ai  en  consequence  transmis  votre  reclamation 
par  un  courier  extraordinaire  parti  d'ici  le  17  courant :  j'osfe  espferer  qu'il  sera  de 
retour  a  Gorfee  dans  quatre  jours,  et  alors  je  pourrais  vous  faire  connaitre  la 
decision  que  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur  aura  pris  a  cet  fegard.  Recevez,  je  vous 
prie,  Monsieur  le  Commandant,  Fassurance  de  ma  consideration  et  de  mes 
salutations  sinc^res. 

Le  Commandant  particulier  de  Gor^e, 

(Signfe)  DOUCELANCE. 

The  Hon.  Commander  Denman, 
&c.         &c.        &c. 


(Translation.) 
c,«  Goree.  Julv  20.  184L 
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instant  relative  to  the  two  negroes  of  Senegal,  I  now  hasten  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  it. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  my  powers  do  not  extend  so  far  as  to  enable  me 
to  adjudicate  on  the  case,  being,  as  I  am,  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor  of 
Senegal,  on  whom  I  am  dependent.  I  have  consequently  transmitted  him  your 
demand  by  an  express,  which  left  this  on  the  17th  instant,  and  I  hope  will 
return  in  four  days,  when  I  may  be  able  to  acquaint  you  with  the  decision  the 
Governor  may  have  come  to  on  the  subject. 

Accept,  &c. 
The  Hon.  Commander  Denman,  (Signed)  DOUCELANCE. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 


Eighth  Enclosure  in  No.  61  • 

The  Hon.  Commander  Denman  to  the  Commandant  of  Goree. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty  s  Sloop  "  JVanderer^* 
SiK,  Goree,  July  22.  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the 
20th,  informing  me  that  it  is  necessary  to  refer  my  claim  for  the  liberation  of 
the  two  persons  so  unjustifiably  seized  in  British  waters  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Senegal.  Having  been  previously  informed  by  you  that  the 
persons  in  question  are  not  at  Goree,  and  that  one  is  at  St.  Louis,  I  think  it 
desirable  that  I  should  proceed  to  Senegal ;  and  I  have  to  request  that,  if  the 
captives  should  be  sent  to  Goree  in  the  interval,  you  will  keep  them  until 
my  return  to  this  port,  which,  in  that  event,  I  will  revisit  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  them.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  DENMAN, 

The  Commandant  of  Goree,  Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

&c.         &c.         Sec. 


Ninth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 
Commander  Denman  to  the  Governor  of  Senegal. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty^ s  Sloop  "  Wanderer ^^  off  Senegal^ 
Sir,  July  24, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  my  arrival  oflF 
Senegal  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  the  liberation  of  two  persons  named  Lateer 
Ting  and  Amady  Joubert  or  Souber,  seized  and  carried  out  of  the  river  Gam- 
bia by  M.  Bouet,  the  Commander  of  the  French  brig-of-war  "  Nisus.'' 

The  persons  in  question  had  been  for  some  years  resident  at  St.  Mary's,  and 
had  embarked  at  Albreda  in  the  French  merchant-brig  "  CuriemCy**  for  the 
purpose  of  returning  to  their  habitations. 

When  about  four  miles  from  that  factory  they  were  forcibly  seized  and 
taken  on  board  the  brig-of-war  by  an  officer  sent  for  the  purpose. 

It  will  not,  perhaps,  be  unknown  to  your  Excellency  that  upon  the  occa- 
sion in  question  M.  Bouet  thought  himself  justified  in  ascending  that  British 
possession  as  far  as  the  French  factory  at  Albreda,  a  distance  of  15  miles,  and 
quitting  it  without  visiting  the  principal  settlement  of  St.  Mary's,  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Governor,  which  is  situated  at  its  entrance.  1  allude  to  this  cir- 
cumstance only  to  explain  the  reason  of  the  capture  of  these  persons  being 
unknown  to  the  Governor  of  the  Gambia  until  some  days  after  the  departure 
of  M.  Bouet. 

Your  Excellency  will  at  once  perceive  that  the  capture  of  these  persons  in 
British  waters  can  in  no  manner  be  justified,  and  I  await  with  confidence  your 
reply  to  my  demand  for  their  liberation. 

I  had,  in  the  first  instance,  addressed  myself  to  the  Governor  of  Goree,  who, 
however,  informed  me  that  the  persons  in  question  were  not  at  that  place,  and 
that  the  liberation  of  the  captives  rested  with  your  Excellency. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOSEPH  DENMAN,  Commander^ 
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Tenth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 
The  Governor  of  Senegal  to  Commander  Denman. 

Saint  LouU,  le  24  JuiUet,  1841,  ^  8  heures  du  mir. 
Gouvernement  du  SSnSgal  et  Dependances^  No.  10. 

Monsieur  le  Commandant, 

J*Ai  rhonneur  de  vous  accuser  reception  de  voire  Lettre  de  ce  jour, 
reclamant  la  remise  de  deux  noirs  ramenes  d'Albreda,  possession  Francaise,  par 
M.  le  Commandant  de  la  Station  Extferieure. 

Ji  regrette  beaucoup  que  cet  oflScier  inf&rieur  ne  se  trouve  pas  sur  les  lieux, 
parcequ'a  lui  seul  appartient  la  solution  d'une  question  qui,  par  la  compte  qu'il 
en  a  rendu  a  son  Excellence  le  Ministre  de  la  Marine  et  des  Colonies,  est  en 
raison  des  diff<&rends  survenus  entre  lui  et  Tautoritfe  locale  de  Sainte  Marie, 
devenue  aujourd'hui  une  question  de  Governement  a  Gouvernement. 

Veuillez,  &c. 
(Signe)  MONTAGNES  DE  LA  ROQUE. 

A  Monsieur  le  Commandant  du  Brick  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique 
le  "  Wanderer/'  en  Bade  de  Saint  Louis. 


(Translation.) 
Government  of  Senegal  and  its  Bependencies,  No.  10. 

Sir,  Saint  Louis j  July  24,  1841,  8  o'clock  p.m. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  this  day's 
date,  claiming  the  freedom  of  two  negroes  brought  from  Albreda,  a  French  pos- 
session, by  the  Commandant  of  the  Outer  Station. 

I  much  regret  that  this  inferior  officer  is  not  at  present  here,  because  to  him 
alone  belongs  the  solution  of  a  question  which,  from  the  account  he  has  given 
of  it  to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies,  it  appears  that 
difficulties  have  arisen  between  him  and  the  local  authority  of  St.  Mary's,  which 
have  now  become  a  question  between  the  two  Governments. 

Accept  &c. 
(Signed)  MONT  AGNES  DE  LA  ROQUE. 

The  Commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty* s  Brig  **  JVandererr 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Eleventh  Enclosure  in  No.  61, 

Commander  Denmcm  to  the  Govenor  of  Senegal. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty* s  Sloop^  **  Wanderer/*  off  Senegal, 
Sir,  July  25,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
Letter  of  yesterday,  regretting  the  absence  of  M.  Bouet,  and  informing  me  that 
to  him  alone  belongs  the  solution  of  a  question  which,  by  the  report  he  has  for- 
warded to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies,  has  become, 
in  consequence  of  differences  which  have  taken  place  between  him  and  the 
authorities  of  St.  Mary,  a  question  between  Government  and  Government 

As  a  superior  authority,  under  whose  control  these  unfortunate  persons  are 
placed,  I  trust  that  your  Excellency  will  not  countenance  or  participate  in  the 
proceedings  of  M.  Bouet,  by  keeping  them  longer  captive. 

Being  residents  of  St.  Mary's,  and  seized  when  peaceably  traversing  the 
Gambia,  and  at  a  distance  of  several  miles  from  Albreda,  they  are  evidently  and 
undeniably  entitled  in  the  fullest  manner  to  British  protection ;  that  river  not 
only  being  a  Britbh  possession  by  actual  occupation,  but  by  special  Treaty  with 
France.  1  therefore  feel  it  my  duty  to  press  upon  your  Excellency  that  every 
hour's  further  detention  is  an  aggravation  of  the  violence  which  they  have 
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Twelfth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 

The  Governor  of  Senegal  to  Commander  Denman. 

Gouvernement  du  ShiSgal  et  Dependances,     No.  11. 
Monsieur  le  Commandant,  Saint  Louis,  le  25  Juillet,  1841. 

J'ai  Fhonneur  de  vous  accuser  reception  de  voire  lettre  de  ce  jour,  et  de 
vous  renouveller  que,  mes  pouvoirs  ne  s'etendant  pas  au  controle  du  service 
ext^rieur  de  la  station  confie  par  mon  Gouvernement  k  un  officier  superieur  de 
la  marine,  je  ne  puis  en  aucune  maniere  faire  droit  a  la  reclamation  que  vous 
croyez  de  votre  devoir  de  m'adresser  en  faveur  des  deux  noirs  arr€tes  sur  une 
possession  Fran^aise  par  cet  officier,  et  dont  il  a  rendu  un  compte  tout  parti* 
culier  au  Gouvernement. 

Je  ne  puis  done,  Monsieur  le  Commandant,  quelque  puisse  etre  le  resultat  du 
retard  de  la  solution  de  Taffaire  en  question,  que  rendre  imm6diatement  compte 
a  son  Excellence  le  Ministre  de  la  Marine  et  des  Colonies  des  demarches  que 
vous  avez  faites  k  ce  sujet,  et  de  vous  assurer  qu'  aussitot  sa  r^ponse  je  m'em^ 
presserai  de  vous  le  faire  parvenir. 

Veuillez  Sec 
(Sign6)         '     MONTAGNES  DE  LA  ROQUE: 

A  Monsieur  le  Commandant  du  Brick  de  S.  M.  B.  ''  ff^anderery^ 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Translation*) 
Government  of  Senegal  and  its  Dependencies.    No.  1 1. 

Sib,  St.  Louts,  July  25,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day's 
date,  and  to  repeat  to  you  that,  as  my  powers  do  not  extend  to  the  control  of  the 
outer  service  of  the  station,  which  is  intrusted  by  my  Government  to  a  superior 
officer  of  the  navy,  I  cannot  in  any  manner  adjudicate  upon  the  claim  you  con- 
sider it  your  duty  to  address  to  me  in  behalf  of  two  negroes  detained  in  a  French 
possession  by  ttiat  officer,  and  respecting  whom  he  has  given  a  particular  account 
to  his  Government. 

I  can  only,  therefore,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  delay  in  the  solution 
of  the  afiair  in  question,  give  an  immediate  account  of  the  steps  you  have  taken 
on  the  subject  to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies,  and 
assure  you  that  as  soon  as  I  shall  receive  his  answer  I  will  hasten^  to  acquaint 
you  with  it. 

Accept,  &€. 
(Signed)  MONTAGNES  DE  LA  ROQUE- 

The  Commander  of  H.  B.  M.  Brig  ''  Wanderer,'' 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Thirteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  61. 


Commander  Denman  to  the  Lieut.'Governor  of  the  Gambia. 

H.  M.  S.  "  Wanderer^  at  the  Gambia, 
Sib,  Jult/  28,  1841. 

I  BEG  to  enclose,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  copies  of  my  corre- 
spondence with  the  Governors  of  Goree  and  Senegal  on  the  subject  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th  instant. 

The  first  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Senegal  appeared  to  me  evasive ;  therefore^ 
considering  it  necessary  to  obtain  a  distinct  answer,  I  repeated  my  claim,  putting 
as  far  as  possible  the  responsibility  of  the  further  detention  of  the  persons  in 
question  upon  him. 

J  have  &c 
(Signed)     '       JOSEPH  DENMAN, 
His  Excellency  the  Lieut.-^Govemor  of  the  Gambia,  Commander- 

SfC.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  62. 

Count  St.  Aulaire  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

LondreSy  le  24  Novembre,  1841. 
{Received  November  26.) 

Le  Soussigne^  Ambassadeur  Extraordinaire  de  Sa  Majest6  le  Roi  des  Fran9ai9 
pres  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique^  a  I'honneur  de  porter  a  la  connaissance  de  son 
Excellence  Lord  Aberdeen  les  faits  suivans»  qui  lui  ont  ete  communique  par 
son  Gouvernement. 

M.  le  Gouvemeur  du  Senegal  a  transmis  a  M.  le  Ministre  de  la  Marine  un 
rapport  du  Sieur  Rene  Valantin,  negociant  de  la  colonic^  qui  contient  la  relation 
qui  suite : — 

Le  28  Avril,  1841,  des  embarcations  appartenant  a  la  corvette  Ang^laise 
"I'lris"  auraient  incendie,  dans  le  Rio  Pongo,  un  etablissement  appartenant 
k  la  dame  veuve  Lightqourn,  habitante  indigene,  chez  laquelle  le  Sfeur  Valantin 
aurait  consigne  marchandises  pour  une  valeur  de  10,971  francs. 

II  paraitrait  en  outre  que  Madame  Lightbourn  ainsi  que  ses  deux  fils,  apres 
avoir  ete  pris  et  emmenes  k  bord  de  la  corvette,  mouill6e  en  mer  a  deux  ou  trois 
lieues  de  Tembouchure  de  la  riviere,  n'auraient'obtenu  leur  liberty  que  par  un 
rachat  de  neuf  noirs  pris  parmi  leurs  domestiques.  Get  evenement,  qui  aurait 
consomme  la  mine  de  la  Dame  Ligbtbourn,  I'aurait  mise  hors  d'6tat  de  satisfaire 
a  ses  engagemens  vis-a-vis  du  Sieur  Valantin. 

C  est  en  raison  de  ce  rapport,  dont  les  pieces  a  Tappui  ce  trouvent  ci-jointes^ 
que  TAmbassadeur  de  France  a  Thonneur  d'adresser  la  presente  note  a  Lord 
Aberdeen,  en  le  priant  de  vouloir  bien  verifier  Texactitude  des  faits  qui  y  sont 
relates,  et  d'aviser,  s'il  y  a  lieu,  au  genre  de  satisfaction  que  meritent  les  recla- 
mations du  Sieur  Valantin. 

Le  Soussigne,  &c. 

(Signe)  ST-  AULAIRE. 

A  Son  Ecccellence  Lord  Aberdeen^  K.  7'., 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

London.  November  24,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.>  has  the  honour  to  inform  his  Excellency  Lord 
Aberdeen,  &c.,  of  the  foUovying  facts,  which  have  been  communicated  to  him  by 
his  Government. 

The  Governor  of  Senegal  has  transmitted  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  a  com- 
munication from  M.  Rene  Valantin,  a  merchant  of  the  colony,  which  contains 
the  following  narrative  : — 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1841,  the  boats  belonging  to  the  English  coi*vette  "  Iris  " 
burnt,  in  the  Rio  Pongo,  a  settlement  belonging  to  the  Widow  Lightbourn,  a 
native  inhabitant,  and  at  whose  house  M.  Valantin  had  consigned  goods  to  the 
value  of  10,971  francs. 

Moreover,  it  would  aj^ar  that  Mrs.  Lightbourn,  as  well  as  her  two  sons, 
after  having  been  captured  and  carried  on  board  the  corvette,  which  was  at 
anchor  at  sea  two  or  three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  only  obtained 
their  liberty  by  the  release  of  nine  blacks  taken  among  their  servants.  This 
event,  which  had  completed  the  ruin  of  Mrs.  Lightbourn,  had  put  it  out  of  her 
power  to  fulfil  her  engagements  on  the  part  of  m.  Valantin. 

In  consequence  of  this  communication,  the  documents  in  support  of  which 
are  enclosed,  the  Ambassador  of  France  has  the  honour  to  address  the  present 
note  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  requesting  him  to  have  the  kindness  to  verify  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  facts  mentioned  therein,  and  to  consider,  if  there  is  cause,  what 
kind  of  satisfaction  is  due  to  the  complaints  of  M.  Valantin. 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  62. 
M.  Valantin  to  the  Governor  of  Senegal. 

Monsieur  lk  Gouverneur,  Saint  Louis,  le  20  Aout^  1841. 

Parti  du  Havre  le  2  Decembre  dernier  pour  le  has  de  la  cote,  a  bord  de 
la  goelette  **  La  Fourmi,"  de  Rouen,  armateurs  MM.  P.  A.  Pouchet  et  Fils,  ne- 
g^ciants  de  la  meme  ville,  je  touchai  ici  quelaues  jours  pour  prendre  langue 
avec  M.  Pesnel,  consignataire,  et  d*ici  a  Goree,  d  oii  je  suis  parti  le  22  Janvier ; 
je  suis  entre  a  Rio  Pongo  le  29,  ou  le  nomme  Bourama  s'est  empare  du 
navire  jusqu'au  1  Fevrier^  comme  vous  avez  dii  le  voir  dans  le  rapport  du  Capi<- 
taine  Dutot. 

D^  ce  moment  nous  (times  retenus  dans  celte  riviere,  partie  par  nos  affaires, 
partie  par  le  maladie  du  Capitaine>  second,  et  de  tout  Tequipage,  jusqu'au  mois 
d*Avril,  que  nous  fdmes  alors  en  etat  de  partir ;  mais  en  descendant  la  rivi^e 
un  evenement  assez  nave  et  trds  factieux  pour  notre  commerce,  et  qui  a  porte 
atteinte  aux  int^rSts  de  mes  armateurs,  m*obligea  de  m*arreter  et  d'y  sejourner 
jusqu'aux  premiers  jours  de  Juin. 

Le  28  Avril  des  embarcations  de  guerre  Anglaises,  de  la  corvette  *^  I'Iris,"  de 
Sa  Majeste  Britannique,  entrSrent  en  rividre,  se  rendirent  a  r6tablissement  de  la 
dame  veuve  Lightbourn,  habitante  indigene^  et  lui  briildrent  toutes  ses  pro- 
pri6t6s(  maisons,  magasins,  et  marchandises — tout  fut  reduit  en  cendres.  J'avais 
consigde  a  la  Dame  Lightbourn  des  marchandises,  dont  la  valeur  s'61evait 
k  la  somme  de  2194  21  dls.,  10,971  05  frs.,  suivant  son  re5U  du  20  Avril. 
Ces  marchandises  ont  subi  le  meme  sort ;  cette  maison  s'est  trouvee  dans  Timpossi- 
bilite  de  satisfaire  i  ma  reclamation. 

Madame  Lightbourn,  ainsi  que  ses  deux  fils,  furent  pris  et  emmen^s  a  bord  de 
la  corvette,  mouill^e  en  mer  k  deux  ou  trois  lieues  au  large  de  I'embouchure. 
Elle  n'obtient  sa  liberte  et  celle  de  ses  enfans  que  par  un  rachat  de  neuf  noirs  pris 
parmi  ses  domestiques. 

Get  6v6nement,  qui  a  consomm^  la  mine  de  cette  famille,  pr^judicie  a  nos  inte- 
rets  et  atteint  ^galement  des  commer9ans  Americains  et  Anglais,  qui  j  ont  perdu 
des  sommes  considerables.     On  lvalue  la  perte  a  plus  de  100,000  francs. 

J'ai  Thonneur  de  vous  remettre,  ci-inclu,  le  certificat  de  Madame  Lightbourn, 
sign^  de  tons  les  habitans  notables  et  commer^ans  dans  le  pays,  ainsi  que  la 
facture  de  mes  marchandises,  signee  et  servant  de  re^u,  et  une  petite  lettre  de  son 
fils,  qui  m'annon^ait  rev^nement  a  son  retour  de  la  corvette,  venant  prendre  les 
noirs  qu'exigeait  le  Commandant  pourle  ur  rachat.  Ces  pieces  sont  accompagn6es 
des  traductions  en  Fran^ais. 

Nous  esp^rons,  Monsieur  le  Crouvemeur,  que  la  protection  du  Gouvernment 
nous  sera  acquise  pour  obtenir  le  prompt  d^domma^ement  que  nous  sommes 
en  droit  d'attendre  du  Gouvernment  Anglais,  et  Tappui  que  vous  n'avez  cesse  de 
donner  aux  pauvres  commer9ans  pendant  votre  long  s6jour  au  bas  de  la  cote. 

Je  suis^  &c. 
(Signfe)  R.  VALANTIN. 

Pour  copie  conforme, 

Le  Capitaine  de  Vaisseau^  Gouverneur^ 
(Signfe)  MONTAGNES  DE  LA  ROQUE. 

M.  le  Gouverneur  du  SSnSgaly 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


(Translation.)  Saint  Louis,  August  20,  1841. 

M. LE  Gouverneur, 

Having  set  out  from  Havre,  the  2nd  of  last  December,  for  the  lower  part 
of  the  coast,  on  board  the  galliot  *^La  Fourmi^  of  Rouen,  fitted  out  by  Messrs. 
P.  A.  Pouchet  and  Son,  merchants  of  the  same  town,  I  tarried  here  for  a  few 
days  to  speak  to  M.  Pensel,  the  consignee,  and  hence  to  Gor6e,  whence  I  set 
out  on  the  22nd  January.  I  entered  Kio  Pongo  on  the  29th,  where  a  person 
named  Bourama  took  possession  of  the  vessel  until  the  1st  of  February,  as  you 
may  have  seen  in  the  Report  of  Captain  Dutot. 
From  this  time  we  were  detained  in  this  river,  partly  by  business,  partly  by 
Class  C.  L 
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the  illness  of  the  captain^  the  second  in  comma nd^  and  all  the  crew^  till  the 
month  of  April ;  that  we  were  then  ready  to  set  o«t.  But  in  descending  the 
river  a  rather  serious  event — very  annoying  for  our  comoierce,  and  which  has 
inflicted  an  injury  on  the  interests  of  my  laders— oblfged  me  to  stop  and  to  remain 
here  until  the  )»t  of  June* 

On  the  28th  April  some  English  boats-of-war,  belonging  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  corvette  "  Iris,"  entered  the  river,  made  for  the  establishment  of  the 
widow  Lightbourn,  a  native  inhabitant,  and  set  fire  to  all  her  property — ^hoose^^ 
"warehouse^  and  goods — all  were  reduced  to  aahes. 

I  bad  consigned  to  Mrs.  Lightbourn  the  goods,  the  value  of  which  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  2194  21  dls.  10,9T1  05  frs.*  according  to  its  receipt  of  the  20th 
April.  These  goods  have  undergone  the  same  fate.  This  house  has  been  unable 
to  satisfy  my  complaiats. 

Mrs.  taghtbourn,  as  well  as  her  two  soiis^  were  seized  and  taken  on  board  the 
f  orvette^  which  was  at  anchor  at  sea  two  or  three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river. 

She  only  obtained  her  liberty i,  and  that  of  her  childrett^  by  a  red^cnption  of 
nine  slaves,  taken  among  her  servants. 

This  event,  which  has  caused  the  ruin  of  this  family*  is  prejudicial  to  our  in- 
terestSj,  and  equaUy  affecting  the  American  and  English  merchants,  who  have 
lost  considerable  auma  therein.    The  loss  is  valued  at  above  100>Q00  francs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  send  you»  enclosed,  the  certificate  of  Mrs.  Lightbourn^ 
signed  by  aU  the  res^pectable  and  commercial  American  inhabitants  in  the  coun- 
try ;  as  well  as  the  invoice  of  my  merchandise,  signed,  and  instead  of  a  receipt ; 
and  a  small  note  from  her  son,  who  announced  to  me  the  event,  on  his  return 
from  the  corvette,  coming  to  take  the  blacks  which  the  Commandant  required 
for  their  redemption.  These  documents  are  accompanied  with  transbtionfi  in 
French. 

We  hope,  M.  le  Gouverneur,  that  the  proteotioa  of  the  Government  will  be 
obtained  for  us,  in  order  to  obtain  the  prompt  indemnity  that  we  have  a  rig^ht 
to  expect  from  the  English  Government,  and  the  support  you  have  unceasingly 
given  to  the  poor  merchants  during  your  long  stay  on  the  lower  part  m 
the  coast« 

I  am»  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  VALENTIN. 

A  true  copy. 

The  Captain  €^tike  P^essel,  Governor. 

(Signed)  MONTAGNBS  DE  LA  ROQUE. 

The  Goveruer  of  Senegal, 
Sfc.        Sfc.        ^c. 


SecoQft  Enclosure  in  No.  62. 


(Extract.)  Rio  Pongo,  Mai  15,  1841. 

Ckci  est  pour  certifier  que  moi,  Isabella  Lightbourn,  aflSrme  et  dfeclare 
que,  par  suite  de  la  perte  entiere  de  ma  fortune,  causae  par  la  destruction 
totale  de  mes  maisons  et  magasins,  avec  tout  c'e  qui  y  fetait  contenu,  par  cinq 
embarcations  de  guerre  Anglaises,  vers  le  28  Avril  dernier,  les  dites  embarca- 
tions  appartenans  au  corvette  *'  Tlris  "  et  un  brick  niouillfes  au  large  de  cette 
riviere,  je  me  trouve  dans  rimpossibilit^  de  satisfaire  a  la  rfeclamation  qui  m'eat 
faite  par  M.  Renfe  Valantin,  subr^cargue  de  la  goelette  Fran9aise  la  ''Fourmiy^ 
de  Rouen,  expedifee  par  MM.  P.  A.  Pouchet  et  Fils,  proprifetaires  de  la  dite 
goelette  et  cargjaison.  Je  declare  que  la  dite  reclamation  est  pour  des  mar- 
ohandises  qu'il  m'avait  constg^n^es  pour  vendre  pour  son  compte,  dont  la  vakar 
totale  &*6ieve  a  la  somme  de  2194  crourdes  21  soua.  comme  lie  constate  le  recti 
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(TranslAtion.) 

River  Pongo,  May  15,  184L 
This  is  to  certify  that  I,  Isabella  Lightbourn,  affirm  and  declare  that  in 
consequence  of  the  entire  loss  of  my  fortune,  which  was  caused  by  the  total 
destruction  of  my  houses  and  stores,  with  all  their  contents,  by  five  English 
boats,  about  th^  28th  of  April  last,  the  said  boats  belonging  to  the  sloop  of  war 
*'  Iris  "  and  a  brig  of  war  anchored  off  the  moiith  of  this  river,  I  am  now  unable 
to  meet  the  demand  made  upon  me  by  M.  Rfene  Valentin,  supercargo  of  the 
French  schooner  "  Fourmh'  of  Rouen,  despatched  by  Messrs.  P.  A.  Pouchet 
and  Sons,  owners  of  the  said  schooner  and  cargo.  I  declare  that  the  said 
demand  is  made  for  goods  which  he  had  consigned  to  me  for  sale  for  his 
account,  and  of  which  the  value  amounts  to  the  sum  of  2194  dollars  21  sous, 
as  shown  in  the  receipt  given  in  my  name,  and  dated  the  20th  April,  1841. 

(Signed)        For  ISABELLA  UGHTBOURN, 
STILE  LIGHTBOURN. 

We,  the  undersigned  residents  and  traders  in  the  river  Pongo,  certify  the 
truth  of  the  above-mentioned  declaration. 

(Signed,  &c,) 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  62. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


(Traduction.) 

L^e  des  Marchandues  enmj/Sei  au  Magcuim  de  Madame  lAgTiiboum 

d  Farrengha. 

24  douzaines  Mouchoirs  rouges 

12  pieces  Sticrcton  .... 

12    do.         do.       bleu  de  ciel 

12    do.     Calicot  rouge  .... 

12  pieces  Sucreton  a  points  blancs 

18    do.     Nicanio  rouges 

Indienne,  Cap.  Dick,  897^  yards 

Fauta$ 

Indienne  fine  (259m.  20)  . 
Siamoise  .... 

Romals  et  looi  Coffee 
Limen6as  »        «         .         . 

Guin^  blanche  (coupes  de  12  yards) 
paires  ptgnea  blaaci  a  bords  rouges   . 
do.  do.  do. 

do.  do.  broches 

do.  do.  brocbes  arte  rouge 

do.  do.  superieurg 

3  douzaines  Chemises  de  couleur 
12  caisses  Limonade  Jazeuse   . 
36  pieces  Guinee  bleu  de  I'lnde 

24  do.         do.        do.      Rouen 

25  Fusils  towar 

4  douzaines  Madras 
12  do.  Cadnas 
10      do.         Clochettes 

6       do.        Mouchettes  ou  coutelas 
4  sacs  plomb  a  gibayer,  ensemblb  801b. 
10  douzaines  Tabati^ret  en  etahi     . 
6      do.        Ciseaux  communs 
6      do.        Rasoirs        do. 
25  pieces  Mouchoirs  bleos,  imprimes  blanc  et 

Turkey  red     •        •        .        •     .  • 
4  bariis,  ou  4001b.,  Poudre,  comme  suit : 
4  petits  bariis  de  251b.     1001b 
2      do.        do.    50        100 
8      do.        do.     12t       100 
6      do.        do.     20         100 

Carry  forward 


18 

15 

16 

24 

46 

24 

SO 

4 

4 

6 

6 
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Dols. 

CenU. 

Dols. 

Cents. 

2 

60 

62 

0 

3 

0 

86 

0 

8 

0 

96 

0 

3 

0 

36 

0 

3 

50 

42 

0 

4 

50 

81 

0 

0 

16 

95 

56 

3 

50 

52 

50 

4 

50 

72 

0 

3 

50 

84 

0 

2 

0 

90 

0 

4 

50 

108 

0 

2 

0 

100 

0 

3 

0 

12 

0 

4 

0 

16 

0 

6 

0 

36 

0 

8 

0 

48 

0 

12 

0 

48 

0 

12 

0 

36 

0 

3 

0 

36 

0 

4 

0 

144 

0 

4 

50 

108 

0 

4 

25 

106 

25 

4 

0 

16 

0 

2 

0 

24 

0 

2 

0 

20 

0 

3 

0 

18 

0 

3 

50 

18 

80 

1 

20 

12 

0 

1 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 

12 

0 

2 

50 

62 

50 
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Brought  forward 
25  Fusils  long  deane        .        • 
25    do.    Birding     . 
12    do.    Francais  simples 

8  paires  Souliers  pour  honime 

6  douzaines  pots  de  Pommade 

6        do.       Huile  Antique     . 

6  paniers  Anizette 

4  caisses  Liqueur  Maraschino 

4    do.         do.      assorties 

6  paniers  Bierre    . 

6  caisses  Vin  Blanc 


^ 

1754 

61 

4 

50 

112 

50 

4 

50 

112 

50 

5 

0 

60 

0 

2 

50 

12 

0 

3 

0 

18 

0 

3 

0 

18 

0 

1 

50 

9 

0 

7 

0 

28 

0 

6 

0 

24 

0 

2 

50 

15 

0 

5 

0 

30 

0 

2193    61    • 
Village  de  Bangalong,  Rio  Pongos,  20  AvriU  1841. 

(Signfe)  Pour  ISABELLA  LIGHTBOURN, 

STILE  £•  LIGHTBOURN, 
Monsieur^ 

Je  vous  envoie  votre  liste,  que  j'ai  signe  pour  ma  mere.  Vos  mar- 
chandises  resteront  en  magasin  jusqu'a  votre  retour  de  Rio  Nunes;  et  je  ferai 
tout  mon  possible  d'en  vendre  autant  qu'il  sera  a  mon  pouvoir. 

(Sign6)  STILE  E.  LIGHTBOURN. 

Pour  copie  conforme  a  I'original  depose  aux  archives  de  la  colonic, 

Le  Capitaine  de  VaisseaUj  Gouverneur  du  SSnSgal 
et  de  ses  Dependances, 
(Signe)  MONTAGNfiS  DE  LA  ROQUE. 

Mem. — ^This  paper  was  addressed  outside  to  Monsieur  R^ne  Valentin,  a  bord 
de  a  "  FourmiP  Bangalong. 

Fourth  Enclosure  in  No,  61. 

Monsieur,  Farringo,  3  Mai,  1841. 

Celle-ci  est  pour  vous  informer  que  notre  village  a  ete  brul6  par  des 
embarcations  de  guerre  Anglaises  avant  hier ;  ma  mdre>  John^  et  moi  meme,  avons 
^te  pris  et  conduits  a  bord  du  navire  de  guerre,  elle  est  a  bord.   Je  suis  envoyfe 
pour  affaire  particuliere,  et  je  dois  retourner  a  bord  a  la  marfee  du  soir. 
N'ayant  pas  le  temps  de  vous  ecrire  plus  longuement, 

Je  suis,  &c. 
(Sign6)  STILE  LIGHTBOURN. 

Pour  copie  conforme  a  Toriginal  depos6  aux  archives  de  la  colonic, 

Le  Capitaine  de  Vaisseau,  Gouverneur  du  Senegal 
et  Dipendances^ 
(Sign6)  MONTAGNES  DE  LA  ROQUE. 


Sir, 


Translation. 


This  is  to  inform  you  that  our  village  was  yesterday  burnt  by  English 
man-of-war's  boats.  My  mother,  John,  and  myself  were  taken  and  carried  on 
board  the  man-of-war.  She  is  on  board.  I  am  sent  on  a  particular  business, 
and  must  return  on  board  at  the  evening  tide.  Not  having  time  to  write  to 
you  more  at  length,  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  STILE  LIGHTBOURN, 

No.  63. 

Lord  Cowley  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Paris,  November  26,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  November  29.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state  to  your  Lordship  that,  in  obedience  to  the 
instructions  conveyed  in  your  Despatch  of  the  19th  instant,  I  have  addressed  a 
representation  to  Monsieur  Guizot,  demanding  the  release  of  the  two  negroes 
who  were  seized  by  an  officer  of  the  French  brig  of  war  **  Nisus,*'  in  the  River 
Gambia,  and  who  are  supposed  to  be  retained  in  slavery  at  Goree. 

My  representation  to  M.  Guizot  was  accompanied  by  copies  and  extracts  of 
such  portions  of  the  correspondence  enclosed  in  your  Ldrdship's  despatch  above 
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mentioned  as  I  considered  it  expedient  to  communicate  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment in  support  of  my  demand. 

I  will  not  fail  to  communicate  to  your  Lordship  the  answer  from  M.  Guizot, 
as  soon  as  I  shall  have  received  it»  together  with  my  representation  to  His 
Excellency. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  20th  instant. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T.,  (Signed)  COWLEY, 

Sfc.        Sfc.        SfC. 

No.  64. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Count  St.  Aulaire. 

M.  LE  CoMTB,  Foreign  Offi,ce,  December  1,  184L 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
note  of  the  24th  instant,  enclosing  copies  of  papers  relating  to  proceedings  of 
Her  Majesty's  brig  '^  Iris/'  in  the  River  Pongo,  by  which  it  is  alleged  that  a 
lady  of  the  name  of  Lightbourn  suffered  unjustly  a  very  severe  loss. 

Your  Excellency's  communication  will  be  transmitted  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment for  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction  referred  to  in  tnem ; 
and  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the  result  of  that  inquiry  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  address  your  Excellency  further  upon  the  subject. 

T  nnvA    &c 

(Signed)    '       ABERDEEN. 
His  Excellency  Count  St  Aulaire, 
Sfc^  SfC.  SfC. 

No.  65. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Lord  Cowley. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office y  December  6,  1841. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  took  place  in  the  year  1840 
between  Viscount  Palmerston  and  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Paris,  relative 
to  the  purchase  of  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the  military  service  of  the 
French  Colonies,  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  for  your  information, 
copies  of  notes  which  have  have  passed  between  the  French  Embassy  and  this 
office^  upon  the  subject  of  a  claim  made  by  the  French  Government  for  repara- 
tion for  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  the  French  vessel  "  Scnigambie,'* 
which  was  employed  by  the  French  authorities  at  Goree  to  bring  negroes  to 
that  colony. 

I  am,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Lord  Cowley,  G.CB.  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 


icy  . 

CfC. 


SfC.        CfC.         SfC. 


Enclosures  in  No.  65. 

1.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  M.  Guizot,  August  5,  1840. 

(See  Class  C,  1840,  No.  11,  p.  43.) 

2.  M.  Bofurqueney  to  Viscount  Palmerston^  December  17,  1840. 

(See  No.  291.) 

3.  M.  Baurqueney  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  January  31,  1841. 

(See  No.  30.) 

4.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Count  St.  Aulaire,  November  17,  1841. 

(See  No.  60.) 

No.  66. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Lord  Cowley. 
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potentiaries  of  their  Majesties  the  King  of  the  Frctich,  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  a  Treaty  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  that  Treaty. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  Despatch  you  will  solicit  an  audience  ^f 
His  Majesty  tne  King  of  the  French,  in  which  you  will  express  to  His  Majesty 
the  high  gratification  which  Her  Majesty  feels  at  uniting  with  His  Majesty  and 
other  Great  Powers  of  Europe  in  the  cause  of  mercy  and  of  justice,  by  a  league 
the  sole  object  of  which  is  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  humanity. 

You  will  also  express  to  the  French  Minister  the  warm  satisfaction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Grovcmmcnt  in  having  been  enabled  to  follow  up  the  great,  tl^e 
liberal,  and  the  humane  principles  recorded  in  the  declarations  of  the  principal 
Powers  of  Europe  at  the  Congresses  of  Vienna  and  of  Verona,  by  concluding 

Treaty  for  the  beneficent  end  proposed  in  the  compact  signed  this  day. 

You  will,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  urge  the  French  Minister 
to  have  the  French  ratification  of  the  Treaty  prepared  and  transmitted  to  Lon- 
don without  delay,  in  order  to  its  being  exchanged  against  the  ratification  of 
Her  Msgesty  as  soon  as  possible  within  the  term  prescribed  by  tlie  Treaty. 

I  am,  &c. 
tfi9  ExeeWency  Lord  Cowley,  O.CB.  (Sigtied)  ABERDEEN, 

Sfc.        Sfc.        8^e. 

No.  67. 

The  Earl  4/ Aberdeen  to  Count  St.  Aulairej 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Count  St. 
Aulaire,  and,  with  reference  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen's  note  of  the  l7th  ultimo, 
respecting  the  case  of  the  French  vessel  "  Shuigamirie"  begs  to  transmit  to  htm 
the  papers  which  were  enclosed  in  Baron  Bourquency's  note  of  the  17th  Decem- 
ber, 1840,  and  which  Baron  Bourquency  requested  might  be  returned  to  him. 
Foreign  Office,  December  22,  1841. 

No.  68. 
Lord  Cowley  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Parte,  December  24,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  December  26.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  20th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Suppression 
of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  signed  by  your  Lordship  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty,  and  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  their  Majesties  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  the  King  of  the  French,  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of 
Russia. 

I  lost  no  time  in  waiting  upon  M.  Guizot,  to  whom  I  communicated  the  con- 
tents of  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  and  he  expressed  his  entire  concurrence  in 
the  satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty  at  the  conclusion  of  this  Treaty,  and  assured 
me  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  preparing  the  ratification  of  it,  which  should 
be  transmitted  to  London  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

He  also  promised  to  procure  for  me  an  early  audience  of  King  Louis  Philippe 
for  the  purpose  stated  in  your  Lordship's  DespetcL 

I  beg  to  offer  my  sincere  congratulations  to  your  Lordship  upon  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  compact  which  holds  out  a  fair  prospect  of  accomplishing  an  object  so 
interesting  to  humanity,  and  for  the  attainment  of  which  so  many  sacrifices 
have  been  made  by  Great  Britain.  I  have,  &c. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T.  (Signed)  COWLEY. 

8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  69. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Lord  Cmoley. 
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No.  70. 

Mr,  J9^es8elhoeft  to  John  BidweU^  Esq. 

Hamburgh,  March  30,  1841. 
Sib,  (Received  April  9.) 

I  DEEM  it  my  duty  to  mention  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Viscount 
Palmerston,  a  report  recently  much  discussed  here,  of  a  Hamburgh  vessel, 
called  the  ^'Echo''  Captaia  Sob^t,  having  been  detected  in  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  carried  back  to  Sierra  Leone,  when  on  the  point  of  sailing,  by  two  armed 
boats,  upon  an  order  of  the  Governor. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Syndic  Siev^king  to  make  further  inquiry,  but  he  informs 
me  that  the  Senate  have  had  no  official  intelligence  on  the  subject,  but  are 
anxious  to  learn  from  the  British  Government  the  particulars  of  the  case,  if  it 
should  be  founded  on  truth. 
tJ  The  sole  owner  of  the  said  brig,  Mr.  J.  F.  Ballauf,  a  respectable  merchant  of 

i'/  this  place,  has  thought  it  necessary  to  give  an  account  of  the  circumstances  in 

one  of  our  public  papers,  in  order,  I  suppose,  to  do  away  with  the  unpleasant 
impression  which  the  report  has  created  against  htm  in  the  public  mind.  I 
take  the  liberty  of  giving  in  substance  to  you  his  recital  of  the  case  in  his  own 
words: — 

"  The  Hamburgh  brig  **  Echoy'  Captain  Sohst,  was  freighted  for  Americta 
account,  in  NovemDer  last,  to  take  a  cargo  of  rum  and  tobacco  from  Havanal> 
to  New  Sester  in  Guinea,  an  American  colony. 

•*  After  having  delivered  his  cargo  the  captain  took  passengers  forHavanah^ 
wliom  he  got  from  the  English  man-of-war  **  Wonder,"  which  was  stationed 
off  New  Sester.  He  proceeded  from  thence,  without  being  accompanied  by  a 
man-of-war  or  cruizer,  to  the  English  colony  Sierra  Leone,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  9th  of  January,  and  received  more  passengers,  who  were  provided  with 
passports,  from  the  authorities,  for  Havanah.  The  brig  was  cleared  on  the 
12th  of  January  for  Havanah,  and  obtained  all  the  papers  necessary  to  that 
effect.  Early  on  the  morning,  when  the  *'  Echo  ^  haa  already  weighed  her 
anchors,  the  brig,  upon  a  special  order  of  the  Governor,  was  carried  back  into 
port  by  means  of  two  armed  boats.  According  to  a  letter  from  Captain  Sohst, 
dated  i6th  Jannary,  he  had,  in  spite  of  his  reiterated  inquiries  and  even  Ixis  pro- 
test, not  been  able  to  ascertain  tne  cause  of  such  proceeding.** 

I  shall  not  fail  to  acquamt  yoa  of  any  new  circumstances  which  may  come 
out  hereafiter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHS.  WESSELHOEFT, 

.-  MmBidwtU,E^q.  Aefinff  BrUish  Cm^uL 

c^^^X  ,  S{c.    8fc.    Sfe. 

'i;    i  No.  71. 


Vucmmi  JPahnerst^n  to  Mr.  fVeMtlkoefl. 
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No.  72. 
Lord  Leveson  to  Mr.  Wesselhoefl. 

Sir,  Foreign  Ojjwe,  April  21,  1841. 

I  RECEIVED  and  laid  before  Viscount  Palmerston  your  Despatch  of  the 
30th  ultimo ;  and  I  am  directed  by  Viscount  Palmerston  to  state  to  you  that 
no  information  has  yet  reached  Her  Majesty's  Government  relative  to  the 
detention  of  the  Hamburgh  vessel  **  Echo''  at  Sierra  Leone,  but  that  as  soon 
as  a  statement  of  the  facts  shall  be  received  they  will  be  communicated  to  you 
for  the  information  of  the  authorities  of  Hamburgh. 

I  am,  &c. 
Chas.  fFesselhoe/t,  Esq.  (Signed)  LEVESON. 

8fc.        8fc.        Sfc. 


No.  73. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  TVesselhoeft. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22,  1841. 
(Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti.) 

(See  No.  2.) 


No.  74. 

Mr.  TVesselhoeft  to  Mr.  Bidwell. 

Hamburgh,  May  7,  184L 
Sib,         •  {ReceioedMay  10.) 

1  AM  again  under  the  necessity  of  addressing  you,  for  the  information  of 
Viscount  Palmerston,  on  the  subject  of  a  Hamburgh  vessel  called  the  *^  Louise,'^ 
Captain  Boyes,  having  been  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  **  Grecian  "  on  the 
high  sea,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  suspected  to  have  violated 
the  Treaty  which  Great  Britain  has  concluded  with  the  Hanse  Towns  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  reports  on  the  subject  were  so  various,  and  differed  so  much,  that,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  most  correct  information,  I  resolved  at  once  to  call  on  the 
owner  of  the  vessel,  with  whom  I  am  personally  acquainted,  and  who  bears  a 
most  respectable  character  in  this  place.  He  has  been  ^ood  enough  to  furnish 
me  with  the  following  extracts  of  letters,  received  by  him  from  the  merchants 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro  who  loaded  the  ^'Louise,**  and  also  from  the  captain  of  the 
vessel  in  question.  As  these,  I  believe,  are  the  only  official  accounts  which 
have  reached  this  place,  I  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  from  them  as  follows: — 

1.  Extract  of  Captain  Boyes'  letter  to  his  owner,  Mr.  Ferdinand  Blass,  at 
Hamburgh,  dated  Rio  de  Janeiro,  10th  February,  1841. 

'*  The  nature  of  my  freight  is,  after  having  taken  in  ballast  and  water  for 
four  or  five  months,  to  load  here  a  lawJUl  cargo  (term  sixty  receiving  and  dis- 
charging days),  and  to  discharge  the  same  at  Benguella  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
I  am  to  receive  for  it  4000  dollars;  2000  of  which  will  be  paid  when  the  vessel 
is  loaden,  and  the  remainder  sixty  days  after  the  vessel  has  sailed,  payable  here 
at  Rio.  I  believe  it  will  be  necessary  to  inform  the  underwriters  on  the  vessel 
of  the  nature  of  the  present  voyage,  as  it  strikes  me  that  formerly  a  higher 
premium  was  paid  for  it ;  and,  if  not,  it  will  prevent  ulterior  dispute.  I  hope 
to  perform  this  voyage  within  three  months,  taking  a  cargo  of  salt  at  the  Cape 
Verde  Isands  on  my  home-bound  voyage.  As  the  freighters  of  my  vessel  here 
hope  to  be  able  to  procure  for  me  a  cargo  for  Lisbon,  J  have  been  obliged  to  lay 
in  provisions  for  several  months,  and  to  buy  from  ten  to  fifteen  water-casks,  as 
no  water  is  to  be  got  there.'*. 
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2.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Priaux  and  Tupper  to  Mr.  Ferdinand  Blass 
at  Hamburgh,  dated  Rio  de  Janeiro^  the  March  1,  1841. 

"  Confirming  the  copy  of  our  last  respects,  we  have  to  inform  you  that  your 
bark  *^  Louise**  sailed  on  the  25th  ulttmo  for  Benguello;  but  we  have  the 
unpleasant  intelligence  to  add,  that  she  was  that  same  day  detained  on  the 
high  sea  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  **  Grecian,*' — why,  we  know  not ; 
and  what  has  become  of  her,  we  know  not.  All  our  inquiries  have  been  in 
vain.  She  sailed  with  regular  clearances  from  this  Government,  as  well  as 
from  the  Hamburgh  and  Portuguese  Consuls.  The  charterer  assures  us  that 
she  has  no  illegal  goods  on  board.  Report  says  that  the  brig  is  overhauling 
the  bark's  cargo  a  few  leagues  to  the  southward  of  this  place.  Mr.  Stock- 
nuyer,  the  Hamburgh  Consul,  has  addressed  Mr.  Ouseley,  the  British  Charg6 
d* Affaires,  but  up  to  this  moment  no  answer  has  been  given.  Mr.  Stocknuyer 
addresses  the  Senate  of  Hamburgh  on  this  sulyect  per  present  packet.  Should 
anything  illegal  be  found  on  board  the  ^>  Lauhe^*  she  will,  we  believe^  be  sent 
to  Cuxhaven  for  adjudication." 

Having  nothing  further  to  add, 

I  have,  &c. 

CHS.  WESSELHOEFT, 
Jdhn  BidweUy  Esq.,  Acting  British  Consul. 

8fc.    Sfc.    8fc. 


No.  75. 

Mr.  Colquhaun  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

St.  Jameis  Place,  May  10,  1841. 
Mr  LoRD^  {Received  May  11.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Fox,  Hanseatic  Vicc-Consul  at  Plymouth,  announcing  the  arrival  at  that 
port  of  a  Hamburgh  vessel,  the  '*  Louise!*  Captain  Bloye,  detained  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "Grecian'*  (who  put  on  board  an  officer 
and  12  seamen),  on  suspicion  of  being  employed  for  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have  very  respectfully  to  solicit  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  give 
instructions  that  the  *'  Louise  "  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Slave  Trade  Abolition  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Hanse 
Towns. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)  J.'  COLQUHOUN, 

Agent  and  Consul-General /or  the  Hanse  Towns. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  75. 
•Wr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Colquhoun. 

Esteemed  Friend,  Plymouth,  May  9,  1841. 

I  have  now  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Hamburgh  barque  *•  Louise/* 
Captain  Boye,  was  this  day  brought  into  this  port,  in  charge  of  an  officer  and 
12  seamen,  put  on  board  by  the  captain  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  *'  Grecian,"  who 
detained  this  vessel  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  on  her  voyage  from  Rio  to  Ben- 
gueliHr-it  is  said  upon  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

On  her  arrival  my  clerk  was  refused  all  intercourse  with  the  captain  ;  but 
on  my  application  to  the  Port  Admiral  he  has  been  allowed  to  go  on  board  the 
**  Louise  ;**  and  Captain  Boye's  statement  to  him  is  to  the  effect  that,  finding 
no  produce  for  Europe,  he  chartered  his  vessel  to  load  at  Rio  for  Benguela, 
intending  to  take  back  salt,  and  then  load  for  Hamburgh ;  that  soon  after  sail- 
ing from  Rio  he  was  boarded  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  **  Grecian,*'  detained,  the 
Class  C.  M 
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cargo  all  turned  over,  e^ery  package  ransacked  to  find  articles  suited  for  the 
Slave  Trade ;  and  after  much  rough  usaee  sent  to  Europe. 

When  we  can  get  Captain  Bloye  on  shore,  I  shall  attend  to  his  protest^  and 
give  him  my  advice  and  aid  to  protect  his  owners  from  what  appears  to  be  a 

S'eat  stretch  of  power.  In  the  mean  time  my  house  will  acquaint  Captain 
love's  owner  at  Hamburgh,  F.  Blass,  and  his  correspondent  in  your  city, 
H.  Sellim,  of  this  most  unpleasant  event ;  and  I  shall  esteem  your  advice  as  to 
any  further  steps  you  may  think  desirable. 

I  am,  &e. 
(Signed)  THOS.  W.  FOX. 

James  Colquhoun,  Esq.y 
Sfc.    Sfc.    Sfc 


No.  76. 

Mr.  TVessdhoefl  to  Mr.  Bidwell. 

Hamburgh,  May  11,  1841. 
Sir,  (Received  May  14.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  Viscount  Palmer- 
ston,  the  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  morning  from  the  acting  British  Vice- 
Consul,  Mr.  Boyes,  of  Bremen  (Mr.  Pearkes,  the  Vice-Consul^  being  unavoid- 
ably absent  at  this  moment),  reporting  the  arrival  in  the  Weser  of  Lieutenant 
James  P.  Thurburn,  with  the  Bremen  barque  "  Julius  and  Edward,'*  Captain 
R.  Siedenburg,  from  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  on  the  suspicion  of  carrying 
unlawful  cargo  destined  for  use  in  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  Mr.  Boyes  has  re- 
quested me  to  inform  him  if  anything  particular  is  necessary  to  be  done. 

Being  without  instructions  myself  on  that  subject,  I  have  returned  for  answer 
that  he  must  give  Lieutenant  Thurburn  all  the  protection  and  assistance  which 
he  may  stand  in  need  of  upon  this  Occasion;  and  that  I  would  immediately 
request  Viscount  Palmerston  s  further  instructions  on  the  subject 

I  consequently  request  the  favour  of  you  to  obtain  his  Lordship's  commands, 
and  communicate  the  same  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c. 
John  Bidwell,  Esq.  (Signed)        CHS.  WESSELHOEFT. 

Sfc.        Sfo.        Sfc. 


Copy 


Enclosure  in  No.  76. 

o/a  Letter  from  Mr.  James  B.  Boyes,  the  Acting  British  Vice-Consul  at 
remen,  dated  May  10,  1841,  to  Mr.  Charles  IVesselhoefl,  at  Hamburgh. 

I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  that  Lieutenant  James  P.  Thurburn 
has  brought  into  the  Weser  the  Bremen  barque  "  Julius  and  Edward,''  Captain 
R.  Siedenburg,  from  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  on  the  suspicion  of  carrying 
unlawful  cargo  destined  for  use  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

Lieutenant  Thurburn  has  addressed  himself  to  me;  and  as  this  is  the  first 
case  of  the  kind,  I  beg  you  will  by  return  mention  to  me  if  anything  parti- 
cular is  necessarv  to  be  done. 

Lieutenant  Thurburn  will  denounce  the  case  to-morrow  momiog  to  the 
court  of  Justice. 

Awaiting  your  kind  advice  upon  this  case,  by  return  of  mail, 

I  remain,  &c. 


No.  77. 

Lord  Leveson  to  Mr.  fPesselhoeft. 

SiK,  Foreign  Office,  May  26,  184L 

I  AM  directed  by  Viscount  Palmerston  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  which  you  addressed  to  Mr.  Bidwell  on  the  11th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy 
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of  a  letter  from  Her  Majesty's  Acting  Vice-Consul  at  Bremea,  announcitig 
that  the  Bremen  barque  "  Julius  and  Edward,'*  captured  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  on  suspicion  of  Slave  Trade,  had  arrived  in  the  River  Weser,  and 
inaiiiring  if  anything  particular  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  him  in  the  case. 

I  am  to  state  to  you  in  reply  that,  assuming  that  Lieutenant  Thurbum  has 
reason  to  believe  that  the  vessel  was  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  or  had  been 
fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  and  thai  Lieutenant  Thurburn  was  furnished  with 
instructions  authorizing  him  to  detain  such  vessels  under  the  Treaty  of  the 
8th  of  June,  1837,  with  the  Hanse  Towns,  it  is  now  the  duty  of  Lieutenant 
Thurbum  to  deliver  over  the  vessel  in  question  to  the  projjer  authorities  at 
Bremen,  in  order  that  proceedings  may  be  there  instituted  in  regard  to  her 
according  to  the  law  of  that  country ;  and  also  to  deliver  to  those  authorities  a 
copy  signed  by  him  of  all  the  lists,  declarations,  and  other  documents  specified 
in  the  instructions  annexed  to  the  Convention  with  France  of  the  22nd  of 
March,  1833. 

But  I  am  to  add  that^  under  the  circumstances,  it  does  not  appear  that  Her 
Majesty's  consular  authorities,  cither  at  Hamburgh  or  Brenoen,  are  called  u  p 
to  interfere  in  the  matter,  otherwise  than  by  giving  their  best  advice  upon  the 
subject,  if  required. 

I  have,  &^ 
Charles  TFesselhoefl,  Esq.,  (Signed)  LEVESON. 

Ac.        Sft.        Sfc. 


No.  78. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. 

8t.  James  s  Place,  Majf  24,  184L 
My  Lord,  (Received  May  26.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr. 
Sieveking,  Syndic  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  at  Hamburg,  in- 
structing me  to  apply  officially  for  information  on  the  subject  of  the  **  JScAo," 
of  Hamburg,  detained  at  Sierra  Leone  on  a  charge  of  Slave  Trading,  and  cited 
before  a  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  there,  in  alleged  contravention  of  the  Han- 
seatic  treaty  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  COLQUHOUN. 

The  Right  Han.  Viscount  PaJmersten,  G.CB.y 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  78. 

M.  Sieveking  to  Mr.  Colquhoun. 

Sir,  Hamburg,  May  21,  1841. 

The  Hamburg  barque  "  Eeho^'  Christian  Gottlieb  August  Sohst, 
master,  having  lawfully  cleared  out  from  the  port  of  Sierra  Leone  for  Havana, 
was  on  the  13th  of  January,  when  in  charge  of  the  pilot,  ordered  back  into  the 
harbour,  and  prosecuted  in  a  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  under  the  pretence  of 
having  been  engaged  in  and  fitted  out  for  the  Slave  Trade,  and  otherwise 
aiding  and  abetting  the  Slave  Trade,  contrary  to  an  act  passed  in  the  5th  year 
of  the  reign  of  George  IV.  The  owner  of  the  said  barque,  Frederick  Ballauf, 
a  Hamburg  citizen,  complains  of  a  stretch  of  power,  which,  according  to  Art 
1.,  sub.  1.  of  the  Slave  Trade  Suppression  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  bearing  date  30th  of  November,  1831,  to  which  the  Hanse  Towns  ac- 
ceded on  the  9th  of  June,  1837,  he  considers  contrary  to  Articles  2,  4,  6,  7  of 
the  said  treaty,  Article  3  of  the  Instructions  to  Cruisers  annexed  to  the  subse*- 
quent  Convention  of  March  22,  1833,  and  Article  2  of  the  Hanseatic  Treaty 
of  Accession. 

The  Senate  of  Hamburg,  concurring  most  earnestly  with  Her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  the  humane  object  of  these  treaties,  but  owing,  on  the 
other  side,  protection  to  the  lawful  navigation  of  Hamburg  citizens  on  the  coast 
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of  Africa,  as  well  as  in  less  suspicious  quarters,  authorises  you  to  inquire  oflS- 
cially  into  the  merits  of  the  case. 

I  have,  &c. 
James  Colquhoun,  Esq.,  (Signed)  K.  SIEVEKING. 

Sfc.      Sfc.     Sfc. 


No.  79. 
Mr.  f^esselkoejt  to  Mr.  Bidwell, 

Hamburgh,  25  May,  1841. 
Sir,  '  (Received  May  28.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  Viscount  Palmer- 
ston,  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Thurburn,  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop 
"  Persian,"  on  the  subject  of  the  trial  now  pending  at  the  courts  of  Bremen,  of 
the  Bremen  bark  '^  Julius  and  Edward,'*  for  aiding  and  abetting  in  the  Slave 
Trade. 

I  likewise  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr.  Symonds's  declaration,  setting  forth  all  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  said  bark  '*  Julius  and  Edward^  has  been  seized 
by  him,  contained  in  Lieutenant  Thurburn's  letter. 

Lieutenant  Thurburn  has  expressed  a  request,  as  you  will  observe  from  his 
letter,  to  obtain  evidence  from  England  about  an  American  vessel  called  the 
**  Plant,''  which  was  condemned  last  year  at  Sierra  Leone  for  being  engaged  in 
the  Slave  Trade,  and  especially  of  Mr.  Tt/ng  having  been  the  owner  of  the 
cargo,  as  a  proof  of  his  being  engaged  in  that  trade.  Mr.  Tyng  is  likewise  the 
shipper  of  tne  cargo  of  the  **  Julius  and  Edward,"  now  under  trial.  He  thinks 
that  a  document  drawn  up  to  that  effect  at  the  Foreign  Office,  which  will  most 
undoubtedly  be  acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  will  be  of  use  to  him  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  present  case. 

I  have,  &c. 
John  Bidwell,  Esq.,  (Signed)  CHS.  WESSELHOEFT, 

Sfc.     Sfc.     SfC.  Acting  British  Consul. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  79. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  James  Thurburn,  of  Her  Majesty's  shop 
**  rersian,"  to  Mr.  Charles  JVessedioeft,  dated  Bremen,  May  22,  184L 

Sir, 

When  writing  my  last  letter  I  was  rather  pressed  for  time.  1  now  take 
the  liberty  of  forwarding  you  a  copy  of  the  Commander  of  the  "  Persian's"  de- 
claration ;  the  grounds  of  suspicion  and  detention  therein  specified  have  already 
been  proved  to  the  Court,  viz.  the  water-casks  and  demijohns  found  capable  of 
containing,  by  the  measure  of  this  place,  about  3460  English  gallons,  the  slave- 
tins,  by  my  evidence,  and  of  the  men  under  my  charge,  are  sufficient  for  a  vessel 
carrying  600  slaves,  the  coppers  are  larger  than  necessary  for  a  merchant-vessel, 
and  still  it  appears  to  me  that  they  wish  to  liberate  the  vessel. 

I  should  reel  obliged  if  you  would  procure  evidence  from  England  of  an 
American  vessel,  called  the  "  Plant,"  which  was  condemned  at  Sierra  Leone 
last  year  for  being  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  as  Mr.  Tyng  was  the  owner  of 
the  cargo,  and  it  would  prove  his  being  engaged  in  that  trade :  no  doubt  the 
papers  relating  to  her  have  been  in  England  some  time,  and  at  the  Foreign 
Office  they  could  easily  draw  up  a  document  to  that  effect. 

I  forwarded  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Syndic  Sieveking,  and  requested  him 
to  give  me  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  as  he  will  feel  interested  in  the  punctual 
fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  being  the  plenipotentiary  for  the  Hanse  Towns  in 
drawing  it  up,  and  should  you  be  acquainted  with  him,  you  may  be  able  to  get 
him  to  urge  the  matter  with  the  Senate  of  this  place,  particularly  as  they  do 
not  seem  to  understand  the  treaties;  the  word  kids  has  puzzled  Judge  Iken, 
although  I  have  explained  to  him  the  definition  of  it  on  board  ship,  viz.  an 
article  made  of  metal,  usually  tin,  for  eating  or  drinking  out  of,  and  those  on 
board  the  *'  Julius  and  Edward"  are  the  same  as  in  all  slave-vessels. 
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I  shall  thank  you  to  inform  me  the  names  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the 
vessels  detained  under  the  Hamburgh  colours,  and  to  the  likely  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding for  their  trial. 

I  am,  &c. 
Charles  TVesselhoefl,  Esq.,  (Signed)  JAMES  THURBURN. 

Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


(Copy.)  Second  Enclosure  in  No.  79. 

I,  Thomas  Edward  Symonds,  acting  Commander  of  Her  Majesty^s 
sloop  "  Persian,"  hereby  declare,  that  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  1841,  off 
Cabenda,  W.  coast  of  Africa,  being  in  or  about  lat.  5**  36'  S.,  long.  IP  44^  B., 
I  detained  the  bark  named  the  **  Julius  and  Edwardf'  sailing  under  Bremen 
colours,  commanded  by  R.  Siedeuburg,  who  declared  her  to  be  bound  from 
Havana  to  Cabenda,  with  a  crew  consisting  of  11  men,  2  boys,  and  2  passen- 
gets,  whose  names,  as  declared  by  them  respectively,  are  inserted  in  a  list  at 
foot  hereof;  I  do  further  declare  that  the  said  bark  appeared  to  be  seaworthy, 
and  was  supplied  with  a  sufficient  stock  of  water  and  provisions  for  the  support 
of  the  said  crew  on  their  destined  voyage  to  Cabenda. 

I  further  declare,  that  I  discovered  on  searching  the  said  vessel  that  she 
carries  a  much  greater  quantity  of  water  in  casks  than  is  requisite  for  her  use 
as  a  merchant-vessel,  they  being  capable  of  containing  upwards  of  4000 
gallons,  being  equal  to  eight  months'  consumption,  at  one  gallon  per  man 
per  diem,  which  is  contrary  to  the  6th  Paragrapn  of  the  6th  Article  of  Supple- 
mentary Convention  of  the  22nd  of  March,  183o,  agreed  to  under  the  accessory 
Convention  of  the  free  and  Hanseatic  cities  of  Lubeck,  Bremen,  and  Ham- 
burgh, signed  at  Hamburgh  the  9th  of  June,  1837.  I  further  declare  that  her 
cargo  is  shipped  by  Mr.  Charles  Tyng,  of  Havana,  a  well-known  shipper  of 
slave-cargoes  (the  *'  Persian"  having  already  seized  and  condemned  in  the 
Court  of  Sierra  Leone  a  vessel  under  American  colours,  with  a  cargo  belonging 
to  the  said  Mr.  Tyng,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  Slave  Trade),  and  that  the 
said  carTO  is  Spanish  property,  and  consigned  to  Spanish  slave-dealers  on  the 
coast  of  Africa ;  and  I  further  declare  it  to  be  my  firm  and  conscientious  belief 
that  the  said  cargo  is  intended  to  aid  and  abet  the  Slave  Trade,  inasmuch  as  it 
consists  amongst  other  things  of  an  immense  number  of  tins  used  by  the  slaves 
on  board  ship,  and  known  by  the  term  slave-tins ;  she  has  also  a  large  number 
of  empty  bags  for  the  shipment  of  farina,  Indian  com,  or  rice,  such  as  are 
generally  found  in  slavers;  she  has  also  200  demijohns,  neither  for  which, 
nor  the  extra  number  of  water  casks,  does  the  master  produce  a  certificate  from 
the  custom-house  at  the  place  at  which  she  cleared  outwards,  stating  that  a 
sufficient  security  had  been  given  by  the  owner  of  such  vessel  that  such  casks 
or  other  vessels  should  only  be  used  for  the  reception  of  palm- oil,  or  be  em- 
ployed m  any  other  legal  trade,  agreeably  to  the  6th  Paragraph  already  referred 
to ;  and  although  her  coppers  appear  to  have  been  shipped  at  Bremen,  still 
they  are  evidently  larger  tnan  requisite  for  her  crew  as  a  merchant-vessel. 
List  of  crew — 

R.  Siedenburg,  Master^ 
ftc. 
(Signed)  THOS.  E.  SYMONDS,  Acting  Commander. 


Witness,- 


JAMES  THURBURN,  Lieutenant. 
JOHN  BURDWOOD,  Master. 


No.  80. 
Mr.  Bidwell  to  Mr.  Colquhoun. 
Sib,  Foreign  Office,  June  1,  1841. 

I  AM  directed  by  Viscount  Palmerston  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Letter  of  the  24th  instant,  requesting  information  on  tne  subject  of  the 
**  EchOf**  of  Hamburgh,  said  to  have  been  detained  at  Sierra  Leone  on  a  charge 
of  slave-trading ;  and  1  am  to  state  to  you  in  reply  that  no  information  has  yet 
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reached  this  office  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  vessel  in  question  at  Sierra 
Leone  ;  but  as  soon  as  a  statement  of  the  facts  shall  be  received  it  will  be  com- 
municated to  you  for  the  information  of  the  authorities  of  Hamburgh. 

I  am,  &c. 

To  James  Colquhmuy  Esq.  (Signed)  JOHN  BID  WELL. 

Sfc.        Sfc.        8fc. 


No.  8L 

Mr.  Colquhoun  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

St.  James's  Place,  June  2,  184L 
My  Lord,  (Received  June  7.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Syndicus  Sieveking,  containing  the  copy  of  a  petition  to  the  Senate,  from 
the  owners  of  the  bark  **  Echo,''  of  Hamburgh,  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Captain  Sohst,  the  master,  stating  the  circumstances  attending  the  seizure  and 
c(uulemnation  of  the  vessel  at  Sierra  Leone  on  a  charge  of  slave-trading. 

I  transmit  also  translations  of  the  petition  and  letter  before  mentioned. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  and  to  thank  your  Lordship  for  the  assur- 
ance^ through  Mr.  Bidwell^  that  you  would  communicate,  as  soon  as  received  by 
your  Lordship,  information  as  to  the  detention  of  the  **  Echo/'  in  reply  to  my 
letter  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  Mr.  Syndicus  Sieveking,  desiring  me  to 
make  inquiries  relating  thereto. 

The  more  tlian  cordial  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Senates,  and  the  im- 
mediate ratification  of  the  Slave  Trade  Suppression  Accession  Treaty  by  the 
respective  burghershafts,  evinced  their  anxiety  to  promote  the  views  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government ;  indeed  the  traffic  is  held  in  the  greatest  detestation  in 
the  Hanse  Towns,  no  Hanseatic  vessels  having  even  incurred  the  imputation  of 
being  accessory  to  the  Slave  Trade,  and  are  unfit  for  it,  being  heavy  sailors. 

To  receive,  then,  intimations  within  a  period  of  three  weeks  that  three  Han- 
seatic vessels  had  been  seized  for  slave-trading,  and  that  one  of  them  had  been 
condemned  and  sold,  on  the  evidence  of  a  boy  of  bad  character  to  what  the 
master  declares  to  be  untrue,  viz.  that  he  had  false  papers  on  board,  none  having 
been  found  on  ransacking  the  vessel,  while  the  master  and  mate  were  im 
prisoned,  in  a  climate  sufficiently  fatal  to  Europeans  without  that  confinement, 
contrary,  it  is  maintained,  to  law  and  to  the  Treaty  of  Accession — -has  produced 
amost  painful  sensation  among  the  shipping  and  commercial  community  in 
the  Hanse  Towns,  who  feel  that  there  can  be  no  safety  at  present  in  visiting 
British  ports  in,  or  in  carrying  on  a  legal  trade  on,  the  coast  of  Africa,  even 
their  legitimate  trade  with  Brazil,  Puerto  Rico,  and  Havannah,  whither  vessels 
fitted  up  for  emigrants  going  lawfully  in  search  of  return  cargoes  may  be  inter- 
rupted, and  their  vessels  detained  on  suspicion,  and  sent  home  for  adjudication. 

1  am,  therefore,  instructed  very  respectfully  to  address  myself  to  your  Lord- 
ship, to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  procure  for  the  authorities  at  Ham- 
burgh a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  at  Sierra  Leone, 
in  conformity  with  the  10th  Article  of  the  French  Slave  Trade  Suppression 
Convention  of  the  22nd  March,  1833,  annexed  ;  and  it  is  the  more  desirable 
that  this  document  should  be  furnished  as  early  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
facts  of  the  case,  as  established  before  the  Sierra  Leone  tribunal,  may  be  known 
in  the  Hanse  Towns,  for  the  future  guidance  of  those  interested. 

1  take  this  opportunity  of  sending  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  Lieutenant  Thurburn,  of  the  '*  Persian,"  and  Mr.  Secretary 
oyndicus  Sieveking,  on  the  detention  of  the  '*  Julius  and  Edward,'*  of  Bremen, 
fitted  up  and  used  as  an  emigrant  vessel,  accused  of  slave-trading,  from  the 
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Article  10  (Herslet,  vol.  iv,  p.  120). — "The  two  Governments  engage  reci- 
procally to  communicate  each  to  the  other,  free  of  expense  and  upon  applica- 
tion being  made,  copies  of  all  the  proceedings  instituted,  and  judgments  givea, 
relative  to  vessels  visited  or  detained  in  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Convention  of  the  10th  November,  1831,  and  of  the  present  Convention." 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  81. 
Mr.  Sieveking  to  Mr.  Cdquhoun. 
Sir,  Hamburgh,  May  28,  1841. 

Bt  my  Despatch  of  the  2lst  instant  you  have  been  authorized  to  in- 
quire officially  mto  the  case  of  the  Hamburgh  bark  ''  Echoy"  Christian  Gottlieb 
August  Sohst,  master,  detained  at  Sierra  Leone  on  suspicion  of  abetting  the 
Slave  Trade.  From  the  enclosed  petition,  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the 
owner  of  the  said  bark,  to  which  is  joined  a  letter  from  the  master,  it  appears 
that  the  said  bark  has  not  been  delivered  over  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Hamburgh, 
as  from  the  Treaty  of  Accession  the  Senate  might  have  expected,  but  has  been 
condemned  by  a  decision  of  the  British  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty.  Without 
anticipating  upon  a  more  mature  consideration  of  the  case,  and  applying  to  it 
as  yet  the  provisions  of  the  9th  article  of  the  Supplementary  Convention  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  bearing  date  the  22iid  of  March,  1833,  to 
which  the  Hause  Towns  acceded,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  British  Government 
will,  in  accordance  with  the  10th  Article  of  the  said  Convention,  communicate 
upon  your  application,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  free  of  expense,  copies 
of  all  proceedings  and  the  judgment  given  on  the  said  bark.  This  communi- 
cation you  are  authorized  to  insist  upon. 

As  soon  as  a  formal  declaration  on  oath  of  the  master  and  crew  concernins: 
the  abuses  and  vexations  of  which  the  former  complains,  or,  if  compulsory 
circumstances  should  prevent  the  master  from  making  his  declatation,  that  of 
the  owner,  or  any  person  interested  in  the  vessel  or  in  her  cargo,  shall  be  laid 
before  the  British  Government,  an  impartial  inquiry  into  the  first  instance  of 
the  Hamburgh  flag  being  committed  by  a  connection  with  the  Slave  Trade 
can  be  the  less  dispensed  with,  as  doubts  on  the  demarcation  between  the  legal 
and  illicit  traffic  with  the  coast  of  Africa,  if  not  dispelled,  might,  instead  of 
securing  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  commercial  interest  of  Hamburgh, 
leave  in  their  mind  feelings  by  which  the  object  of  both  Governments  would 
ultimately  be  defeated^ 

I  have,  &c. 
J€mes  CekpAhoun,  E^^  (Signed)         K.  SIEVEKING. 

8fc.     Sfc.     Sfc, 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  81. 
(Translation.) 


The  humble  PeUtion  of  Justus  Frederick  Balkmf,  Owner  of  the  Hamburgh  bark 
^*  Echo,"  ta  the  Senate  of  the  free  Hameeaiie  City  ^Hamburgh,  concerning 
the  said  Vessel. 

Venerable  Sirs,  Hamburgh^  May  26,  1841. 

By  the  English  post  of  the  21st  instant,  which  arrived  here  on  the  24th 
instant,  I  received  the  annexed  letter  from  Captain  Sohst,  dated  at  Sierra 
Leone  on  the  14th  March,  informing  me  that  the  condemnation  of  the  '^  Echo'' 
was  decreed  by  the  Court  there  on  the  5th  of  March,  and  that  tlie  sale  of  my 
fine  and  valuable  vessel  would  take  place  in  consequence  of  that  judgment. 
The  ground  of  the  condemnation  was,  that  the  ship  had  had  false  papers.  This 
communication  must,  of  course,  the  more  deeply  have  affected  me,  inasmuch 
as,  if  the  ship  has  really  been  condemned  for  the  reason  stated  by  Captain 
Sohst,  and  therefore,  which  I  cannot  but  assume,  she  has  not  been  deemed  a 
genuine  Hamburgh  vessel,  but  one  carrying  false  and  pretended  Hamburgh 
papers^  such  a  decision  is  erroneous,  and  consequently  the  condemnation  of 
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my  ship  is  an  unjust  one.  The  case  must  also  appear  harder,  since,  according 
to  the  same  letter,  the  personal  liberty,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  unhealthy 
climate,  even  the  life,  of  the  captain  and  chief  mate,  who  were  still  there,  are 
most  seriously  endangered. 

I  confidently  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  will  not  confine  itself  to  a  mere 
inquiry  from  the  British  Government  upon  the  affair  of  my  ship,  but  be  pleased 
to  afford  it  its  powerful  mediation. 

Referring  pfenerally  to  the  details  contained  in  my  former  petition,  I  take 
the  liberty  merely  to  repeat,  that,  as  my  ship,  having  cleared  out  in  due  form 
from  the  port  of  Sierra  Leone,  had  already  left  that  port  at  the  time  when  she 
was  taken  back  there,  the  seizure  of  her  without  doubt  took  place  on  that  part 
of  the  coast  pointed  out  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  first  article  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  30th  November,  1831;  and  that  the  tendency  of  the  Treaty  of 
Accession,  next  to  the  primary  object,  viz.  to  prevent  slave-trading,  is  to  pro- 
tect the  navigation  of  those  states  acceding  to  the  Treaty  against  arbitrary 
seizures  by  foreign  nations  on  those  parts  of  the  coast  pointed  out — seizures, 
which  the  law  of  nations  does  not  justify. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  F.  BALLAUF. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  81. 

(Translation.) 

Mr.  C.  G.  A.  Sohit  to  J.  F.  Ballauf. 

Sir,  Sierra  Leone,  March  14,  1841. 

I  REGRET  that  I  have  to  communicate  to  yjou  the  unfortunate  intelli- 
gence that  on  the  5th  instant  the  *^  Echo'  was  condemned,  and  merely  upon  the 
lying  assertion  of  the  boy,  H.  Weidemann,  that  the  ship  had  false  papers  on 
board.  The  **  Echo "  was  most  strictly  examined,  and  several  places  in  the 
cabin  broken  open,  but  nothing  was  found  :  and  naturally  so ;  because  I  neither 
had  nor  have  liad  any  false  papers.  But  this  circumstance  will  show  how 
unjustly  things  are  managed  here.  Every  official  person  seeks  only  to  enrich 
himself.  The  Governor  certainly  detained  the  "  Echoy^  and  had  she  been 
liberated  he  would  have  had  to  pay  all  the  expenses ;  but  as  she  is  now  con- 
demned, and  you  will  certainly  gain  the  cause  in  England,  or  rather  the  under- 
writers, whom  the  matter  now  concerns,  the  English  Government  must  pay  all 
the  compensation  for  losses. 

On  the  6th  instant  I  was,  without  further  ado,  thrown  into  prison  among 
thieves  and  murderers.  Bail  was  refused.  The  prison  is  a  place  where  the 
healthiest  European  must  lose  his  health ;  and  in  my  opinion  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  Governor  that  1  should  die  here. 

On  the  8th  instant  my  chief  mate,  P.  T«  Hausmann,  was  brought  to  the  same 
prison.  They  wanted  to  get  the  second  mate  as  well,  but  he  had  already  sailed 
for  London  in  an  English  vessel. 

On  the  9th  instant  Mr.  J.  Thorpe  (Advocate)  and  Mr.  Kitt  (merchant)  had 
so  far  succeeded  with  Dr.  Volkersen,  who  had  caused  us  to  be  arrested,  that  he 
accepted  bail  from  those  two  gentlemen,  and  I  was  discharged  in  the  evening. 

The  next  day  I  attempted  to  get  the  mate  liberated:  1  found  that  Mr. 
M'Donnel,  the  uovemor's  secretary,  had  caused  him  to  be  confined.  So  I  went 
to  the  secretary ;  and  when  he  saw  me,  he  was  surprised  to  find  that  I  was  out 
of  prison.  I  offered  him  every  possible  bail  from  Mr.  Thorpe  and  Mr.  Kitt, 
which  however  he  would  not  accept ;  and  he  assured  me  that  if  it  had  been  in 
his  power  I  should  not  have  been  let  out  of  gaol.  The  poor  fellow  must  there- 
fore remain  in  confinement  until  the  20th  or  24th  instant,  when  the  Grand 
Court  is  to  be  holden,  where  1  must  appear,  and  judgment  be  passed  upon  me. 
If  I  am  found  guilty,  I  know  not  what  fate  will  await  me;  if  I  am  declared 
innocent,  I  shall  be  discharged,  and  shall  come  to  Hamburgh  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible.    I  must,  however,  make  my  mind  up  for  the  worst  in  this  place. 

Since  I  have  been  let  out  of  prison  I  have  again  had  the  fever  to  a  very  great 
degree  :  1  am  so  enfeebled  that  I  can  scarcely  walk. 

The  chronometer  and  telescope  have  been  restored  to  me.    The  ship  is  to 
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be  sold  next  week^  Every  thinking  person  perceives  now  that  the  affair  of  the 
'*  Echo'^  has  been  conducted  in  a  most  unjust  manner,  but  no  one  has  the 
courage  or  ventures  to  say  so  openly.  Things  here  cannot  be  compared  better 
than  with  those  during  the  times  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition.  The  boy  Weide* 
mann  has  already  done  so  many  silly  tricks  here  and  falsified  things,  that 
he  is  now  despised  even  by  the  common  negroes. 

Have  the  goodness  to  tell  my  wife  that  I  expect  soon  to  be  in  Hamburgh ; 
but  pray  do  not  let  her  know  that  1  have  been  again  ill>  or  that  I  have  been 
imprisoned. 

I  have,  &t. 
(Signed)        C.  G.  A.  SOHST. 

Mr.  J.  F.  BaUaufy  Hamburgh. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  81. 
ZAeut.  Thurburn  to  Mr.  Sieveking. 

Sib,  Bremen,  May  20,  1841. 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Dr. 
Bowring,  and  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  on  my  way  through 
Hamburgh ;  at  present  I  shall  thank  you  for  any  advice  which  you  would  be 
kind  enough  to  offer  respecting  the  Bremen  barque  *'  Julius  and  Edward^'' 
which  I  have  brought  to  this  port,  detained  conformably  to  the  existing 
Treaties  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  plain  facts  of  the  case  are  that  the  cargo  was  shipped  at  Havannah  by 
a  notorious  slave  dealer,  Mr.Tyng,  and  consigned  to  slave  dealers  on  the  coast 
of  Africa.  She  has  on  board  a  large  quantity  of  tins  for  feeding  slaves,  suffi- 
cient for  a  vessel  carrying  600  slaves ;  but  the  Court  seem  to  hanker  upon  the 
word  **  tins,"  it  not  being  mentioned  in  the  Treaties,  although  the  mess  kids 
are  generally  made  of  that  article,  and  which  I  have  proved  to  the  Court  are 
the  identical  articles  used  on  board  all  slave  vessels.  She  has  also  a  great 
quantity  of  water  casks,  and  larger  coppers  than  necessary  for  the  use  of  her 
crew  ;  for  which  the  captain  makes  the  excuse  that  she  had  been  employed  in 
conveying  emigrants  to  America.  This  appears  a  very  plausible  excuse ;  but 
I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  have  any  weight  in  passing  sentence,  as  she  is  just 
the  description  of  vessel  which  would  entice  a  Spanish  slave-dealer. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  remark  to  the  Court  that  they  must  not  be  guided 
entirely  by  the  actual  articles  on  board,  as  specified  in  the  Treaties,  as  few 
vessels  engaged  m  this  Trade  have  them  on  board,  as  they  make  all  the 
shackles  on  the  coast,  the  iron  for  which  formed  a  large  portion  of  the 
**  Julius  4ind  Edward's  "  cargo. 

Farina  is  an  article  which  is  obtained  on  the  coast ;  therefore  the  ^'  Julius 
and  Edward  "  has  brought  a  great  number  of  ba^s  for  the  shipment  of  it 

Half  the  evidence  which  has  been  brought  against  the  *^  Julius  and  Edward'' 
would  condemn,  and  has  condemned,  English  vessels;  and  if  you  can  offer  me 
any  assistance  in  this  case,  I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged 

I  beg  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  which  I  nave  taken  in  thus  addressing  you, 
but  the  anxiety  which  I  feel,  and  the  circumstance  of  your  having  formed  the 
Treaties,  will,  I  hope,  plead  an  excuse. 

\  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  THURBURN, 

Lieutenant  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop  "  Persian^' 
His  Magnificence  Mr.  Syndicus  Sievekingy 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  81. 

Mr.  Sieveking  to  Lieutenant  Tkurbum. 

Sm,  Hamburgh,  May  24,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  favour  of  the  20th  instant,  enclosing  Dr.  Bowring's 
lines  of  introduction.    I  shall  be  most  happy  to  show  you,  upon  your  passage 
Class  C.  N 
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throuefa  Hanfiburgbi  how  highly  I  vaUie  a  ticket  of  hospitality  of  our  comjnoa 
friend. 

Not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  capture  of  the  "  JuUus  and  Edwardf' 
I  can  only  express,  roy  apprehension  that  the  course  recently  adopted  by  tlie 
3lave  dealers  of  Cuba  and  Braz;il  to  carry  on  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the 
coast  of  Africa  in  different  vessels,  a  course  by  which  the  ignorance  or  cupidity 
of  the  masters  of  Hanseatic  vessels  might  easily  be  induced  indirectly  to  abet 
the  illicit  traffic,  has  not  been  contemplated  in  most  of  the  international 
stipulations  by  which  the  Court  is  to  be  guided. 

The  tins  which  you  identify  with  the  mess  kids,  the  water  casks,  and  copper 
boilers  inay,.perhapsi,  in  son>e  respects  be  accounted  for  by  almost  the  whole  of 
the  Bremen  shipping  being  employed  in  the  transport  of  emigrants  to  America. 

During^  the  negotiation  of  the  Treaty,  in  order  to  allay  the  fears  expressed 
by  the  Bremen  shipping  interest,  I  proposed  to  insert  the  following  clause  : — 

**  As  the  articles  specified  in  Article  6  of  the  Convention  of  March  22, 
.1833,  may  be  found  on  board  of  vessels  employed  to  carry  free  emigrants,  the 
fact  of  a  vessel  being  so  employed,  if  proved  by  the  papers  on  board,  shall  be 
held,  in  the  absence  of  unequivocal  indications  to  the  contrary,  to  do  away  with 
the  presumption  that  she  is  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade." 
.  The  motive  alleged  u?i  the  British  Plenipotentiary's  note  of  the  20th  of 
September,  1836,  for  refusing  the  consent  to  such  a  reservation  possibly  fur- 
nishing a  pretence  to  the  slave  dealer,  was  the  conviction  that  a  vessel  fitted 
to  carry  free  ^migrai^ts  from  the  Hanse  Towns  never  would  run  the  slightest 
risk  of  being  interrupted  in  her  voyage  by  any  of  the  cruisers.  Relying  on 
this  conviction  expressed  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  I  was  au* 
thorised  to  waive  the  stipulation,  considered  as  superfluous  and  objectionable. 
The  British  Plenipotentiary,  howevei',  on  the  7th  of  November,  1837,  ac- 
quiesced in  the  proposal  of  the  Bremen  passenger  vessels  being  provided  with 
a  certificate  of  their  own  Government,  enumerating  as  unsuspicious  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  6th  Article,  even  if  kept  on  board  after  leaving  the  port  of  their 
first  destination,  adding  that,  with  such  a  certificate  and  a  reference  to  the 
above-mentioned  note  of  the  20th  of  September,  1836,  to  which  recourse  could 
always  be  had,  he  thought  the  merchants  of  Bremen  might  be  satisfied. 

The  possession  of  such  a  certificate  ought,  therefore,  to  be  considered  by  the 
Court  as  invalidating  the  presumption  you  derive  from  the  *^  Julius  and 
Edward "  being  just  the  description  of  vessel  which  would  entice  a  Spanish 
slave  dealer* 

With  respect  to  the  number  of  water  casks  on  board  a  Gernsun  vessel,  I 
must  call  your  attention  to  a  regulation  concerning  the  Transatlantic  tran- 
sport of  passengers  from  Hamburgh,  enacted  on  the  S7th  of  February,  1837, 
which,  in  Article  3  of  the  2nd  Annex,  in  consideration  of  the  Germans  being 
accustomed  to  the  cooking  of  a  larger  quantity  of  vegetables,  allows  a  surplus 
of  one-half  beyond  the  water  which  by  British  vessels  wouW  be  considered  a 
liberal  supply.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  same  national  custom  must  have 
occasioned  a  snnilar  regulation  in  Bremen. 

I  doubt  whethCT  the  Court  will  consider  as  sufficient  evidence  the  iron,  be- 
cause shackles  mky  be  made  from  it  on  the  coast ;  or  bags,  because  they  may 
be  employed  for  the  shipment  of  farina. 

According  to  the  tenor  of  the  Treaty,  the  transport  of  articles  not  expressly 
enumerated  as  suspicious,  unassisted  by  positive  proof  of  the  master's  intention 
to  carry  back  a  cargo  of  slaves  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  must  still  be  con- 
sidered as  lawful  commerce.  You  are  certainly  right  in  presuming  that  even 
such  lawful  commerce  between  Cuba  and  the  African  Coast  is  very  likely  in- 
directly to  abet  the  illicit  trafiic  in  slaves.  But  the  same  may  be  said  of  every, 
even  apparently  the  most  innocent,  intercourse  with  a  country  paying  its 
commercial  balance  in  slave&. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  trial,  from  the  horror  in  which  the  Slave 
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No.  82* 

Mr.  Colquhaun.  to  discount  Palmerston. 

St.  James's  Place,  June  6,  l84l. 
My  Lord,  (Received  Jmie  10.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  refer  to  my  letter  of  the  2nd  instant  and  its  en- 
closures on  the  subject  of  the  '*  Eeho,^^  Hamburgh  vessel,  which  appears  from 
the  report  of  the  master  to  have  been  detained  by  the  authorities  at  Sierra 
Leone,  and  condemned  to  be  sold  by  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  there.  There 
arc  certain  discrepancies  connected  with  this  case  which  induce  me  to  solicit 
your  Lordship's  favourable  consideration  to  it. 

Some  time  ago  a  gentleman  from  Hamburgh  called  my  attention  to  the 
detention  of  this  vessel,  after  having  cleared  out  and  sailed  from  the  port,  on 
the  ground  of  her  being  fitted  up  as  a  slaver.  The  merchant  pressed  me  to 
represent  the  case  to  your  Lordship,  which  I  declined  to  do  until  I  should 
have  received  instructions  from  my  Government  thereupon. 

It  appears  that  the  "  Echo  "  is  one  of  the  class  of  Hanseatic  vessels  fitted  up 
for  the  accommodation  of  emigrants ;  these  vessels  are  usually  heavy  sailers, 
tody  except  as  regards  their  fittings  up,  unfit  for  slavers. 

The  Hamburgh  merchant  stated  to  me  that  she  had  been  detained  on  ftccount 
of  those  fittings.  The  master,  on  the  other  hand,  states  that  she  was  detained 
and  has  been  condemned  on  account  of  her  having  two  sets  of  papers,  a  charge, 
he  says,  that  was  not  substantiated.  It  would  seem  that  the  *'  Echo''  has  been 
condemned  in  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  and  I  infer  under  the  5th  Geo.  IV., 
c.  113,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade*  I  submit  whether  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  extend  to  Hanseatic  vessels  since  the  ratifications 
exchange  of  the  Hanseatic  Slave  Trade  Abolition  Accession  Treaty,  and 
whether  the  ^^ Echo'  should  not  have  been  sent  to  Cuxhaven  for  adjudication. 

The  captain  of  the  '*  Echo  **  reports  that  not  only  has  his  vessel  been  con- 
demned and  ordered  to  be  sold,  but  that  himself,  his  mate,  and  crew  have 
been  proceeded  against  criminally,  the  penalty  being  14  years'  transportation; 
subject  meanwhile,  in  case  of  conviction,  to  a  detention  in  the  prison  of  the 
baneful  climate  of  Sierra  Leone  till  an  opportunity  shall  oflper  of  sending  them 
to. a  penal  settlement.  As  more  than  a  doubt  hangs  over  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court  and  the  legality  of  the  decision  and  the  criminality  of  the  accused, 
I  respectfully  submit  that,  while  it  would  not  interfere  with  the  course  of  jus- 
tice, that  it  would  be  an  act  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  policy,  that  the  Go* 
vernor  of  Sierra  Leone  should  be  instructed  to  send  these  persons  to  England 
to  await  the  final  investigation  of  this  case  ;  because  shoulcf  they  prove  morally 
innocent,  and  should  the  master,  or  mate,  or  others  of  the  crew  die  in  prison 
at  Sierra  Leone,  or  be  sent  to  a  British  penal  settlement,  I  respectfully  submit 
that,  independently  of  the  damages  claimed  by  the  owner  of  the  vessel  for  her 
value,  &c.,  the  widows  and  families  of  the  sufferers  would  have  a  just  right  to 
pecuniary  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  their  husbands  in  part  compensation 
for  the  consequent  deprivation  of  their  support ;  but  the  eflrect  of  any  irregu-^ 
larity  leading  to  the  condemnation  of  Hanseatic  ^hips  and  the  punishment  of 
their  crews  would,  as  Mr.  Sieveking  observes,  *^  by  creating  doubts  as  to  the 
demarcation  between  the  legal  and  illicit  traffic  with  the  coast  of  Africa,  if  not 
dispelled,  instead  of  securing  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  commercial  inte- 
rest of  Hamburgh,  leave  in  their  minds  feelings  by  which  the  objects  of  the 
Governments  would  ultimately  be  defeated." 

I  would,  therefore,  submit  that  as  the  late  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  Colonel 
Doherty,  so  highly  esteemed  as  a  just  man  and  a  distinguished  officer,  is  at 
present  in  this  country,  and  was  at  Sierra  Leone  during  the  detention  of  the 
"  Echo*'  a  reference  of  the  papers  to  him  would  establish  the  accuracy  of  the 
statements  respecting  which  there  is  a  discrepancy,  and  especially  whether  any 
change  in  the  fittings  by  the  addition  of  spare  planks  for  making  a  false  deck 
or  otherwise  had  been  made  since  the  *'  Echo  "  reached  her  destination  witb 
emigrants,  so  as  to  convert  her  into  a  slaver,  had  taken  place,  or  had  she  com- 
mitted any  overt  act  since  she  arrived  off  the  coast  of  Africa;  if  not,  I  appre-- 
bend  that  no  Court  of  Admiralty,  or  other  court,  could  have  any  jurisdiction 
over  her,  either  by  municipal  law,  or  by  the  latw  of  nations,  of  by  treaty.  2nd. 
That  the  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone  may  be  instructed  to  sena  home  all  the 
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papers  relating  to  the  deteution  and  condemnation  of  the  '*  Echo,^*  and  to  the 
trial  of  the  master  and  crew,  and  the  result  thereof,  verified  on  oath.  3rd.  That 
if  the  Court  shall  have  found  the  master,  mate;  and  crew  guilty,  and  has  passed 
sentence,  that  they  may  be  sent  to  England  to  await  the  decision  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  as  to  their  future  disposal,  according  to  Treaty. 

In  regard  to  the  future  security  of  Hanseatic  vessels  from  interruption,  I 
would  conclude  this  letter  by  referring  your  Lordship  to  the  copy  of  a  letter 
on  this  subject  from  Mr.  Syndicus  Sieveldng  to  Mr.  Thurbum,  dated  the  20th 
of  May  last  (communicated  in  extenso  by  me  lo  your  Lordship  in  my  letter  of 
the  2nd  instant),  referring  to  the  certificates  of  protection  to  emigrant  vessels, 
the  possession  of  which  ought  to  have  secured  to  them  peaceful  voyages,  pro- 
vided they  had  been  exhibited  to  the  captains  of  Her  Majesty^s  vessels  or  to 
the  Court  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  provided  Her  Majesty's  officers  and  the  Ad- 
miralty Courts  had  instructions  to  respect  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  COLQUHOUN. 

The  Right  Hon,  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.y 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

P.  S.  Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  there  has  been,  and  perhaps  is  now,  an 
agent  from  Jamaica  (Mr.  Barclay)  and  one  from  Trinidad  at  Sierra  Leone  to 
procure  black  emigrants  for  the  West  Indies  from  the  African  Coast  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  Hanseatic  vessels  being  already  fitted  up  for  emigrants, 
like  the  **  Echo,''  will  be  attracted  thither,  and  will  go  there  on  a  venture  in 
search  of  emigrant  freights.  The  ^'  Echo  "  had,  I  have  been  told,  between  30 
and  40  passengers  on  board,  whites,  when  seized,  and  she  was  preciselv  the  sort 
of  vessel  which  a  Governor  would  select  to  carry  out  black  troops,  being  fitted 
for  passengers,  and  would  have  accommodated  free  black  emigrants. 


No.  83. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

St.  James's  Place y  June  11,  1841. 

My  Lord,  (Received  June  12.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your,  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  8th  instant,  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Syndicus  Sieveking,  stating  the 
condemnation  of  the  "  Echo,'  the  sale  of  the  vessel  for  2560/. ;  the  master 
and  mate  have  been  tried  and  acquitted.  The  owner,  supposing  that  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  may  have  a  favourable  impression  on  the  view  of  the  case 
which  may  be  taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  has  applied  to  the  Senate 
to  address  your  Lordship  on  the  subject,  soliciting  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
refer  the  condemnation  and  sale  by  the  Court  at  Sierra  Leone  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  law  advisers,  in  order  that  their  opinion  may  be  taken 
how  far  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  the  '*  Echo  "  is  consistent  with  the 
Hanseatic  Treaty  of  accession  to  the  Convention  for  the  Suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade. 

(Signed)  J.  COLQUHOUN 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  83, 
Mr.  Sieveking  to  Mr.  Colquhoun. 

Sir,  Hamburgh,  June  8,  1841. 

C.  G.  H.  SoHST,  master  of  the  '^Echo,'"  on  30th  of  March,  writes  to 
J.  F.  Ballauf  at  Hamburgh,  the  owner  of  the  said  barque,  that  the  condemnation, 
on  the  dth  of  the  said  month,  has  taken  place,  not  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
l^oy  Weidemann,  in  which  the  suspicion  of  false  papers  seems  to  have  origin- 
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ated»  but  under  pretence  of  her  abutting  the  illicit  traffic  of  slaves.  On  the  ISth 
of  March  the  "JS?cAo"  was  publicly  sold  at  the  price  of  2560/.,  to  a  Sierra 
Leone  merchant,  of  the  name  of  Lemann,  who  intends  sending  her  to  London. 
The  inventory  was  taken  out  and  sold  separately.  On  the  24th  of  March  the 
master  and  mate  were  called  befqre  a  grand  court  and  tried,  according  to  the 
master's  impression^  under  the  charge  of  conspiring  with  the  owner  in  fitting 
out  the  vessel  for  the  Slave  Trade.  The  jury,  one-half  of  which  was  composed 
of  aliens,  declared  the  master  and  mate  not  guilty.  They  were  immediately 
released,  and  if  not  retained  by  disease,  intended  as  soon  as  possible  to  return 
to  Hamburgh.  The  owner,  supposing  that  the  favourable  verdict  of  the  jury 
may  exercise  some  influence  on  the  view  to  be  taken  by  the  lawyers  of  the 
Crown,  reouestcd  the  Senate  to  communicate  these  facts  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty *s  Government  before  any  decision  was  given  on  the  question  whether 
the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  the  *'  Echoy'  at  Sierra  Leone,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  consistent  with  the  Hanseatic  Treaty  of  Accession  to  the  Conventions 
for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  K.  SIEVEKING. 


No.  84. 
Viscount  Pabnerston  to  Mr.  Cotquhoun. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  19,  184  L 

I  TRANSMITTED  to  Her  Majesty's  law  advisers  the  several  letters  which 
you  addressed  to  me  under  dates  of  the  24th  of  May,  and  2nd,  6th,  and  11th 
of  June  last,  respecting  the  Hamburgh  barque  **  Echo,**  alleged  to  have  been 
detained  by  the  authorities  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  to  have  been  condemned  in  the 
Vice- Admiralty  Court  at  that  place,  under  the  Act  of  the  5th  George  IV., 
c.  113;  and  in  conformity  with  the  desire  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the 
11th  of  June,  I  requestecl  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  law  advisers,  whe- 
ther the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  the  "  Echo,*'  under  the  circumstances 
stated  in  the  papers  sent  by  you,  were  consistent  with  the  Treaty  by  which  the 
Hanse  Towns  acceded  to  the  Conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
on  Slave  Trade ;  and  I  have  now  to  state  to  you  that  the  law  advisers  of  the 
Crown  have  reported  their  opinion  that  the  Conventions  of  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1831,  and  the  22nd  of  March,  1833,  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  do  not  apply  to  the  cases 
of  ships  seized  within  British  territory  for  offences  alleged  to  nave  been  com- 
mitted within  such  territory.  And  if,  therefore,  as  it  would  appear  by  your 
letters  on  the  subject,  the  "jEcAo"  was  detained  whilst  at  Sierra  Leone,  on  a 
charge  of  bein^  there  concerned  in  the  illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  the  Vice- Ad- 
miralty Court  in  that  colony  was  competent  to  adjudicate  the  case  of  the 
**  Echo.**  But  if  the  parties  who  are  interested  in  the  "  Echo**  think  that  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  was  erroneous,  they  have  their  remedy  in  an  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court  in  this  country. 

T  have  &c 
James  Colquhoun,  Esq.,  (Signed)      *  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.      Sfc.      ^c. 


No.  85. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  M.  fVesselhoeft. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  19, 1841. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  30th  of  March  last,  respecting  the 
Hamburgh  barque  **Echo,*^  said  to  have  been  detained  at  SierraLeone  on  a  charge 
of  being  concerned  in  Slave  Trade,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  your  in- 
formation, a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  Mr.  Colquhoun. 

I  have  &c 
M.  Wesselhoeft,  (Signed)      '  PALMERSTON. 

ffc.    Sfc, 
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Eoclosuve  in  No.  85. 

Viscount  Paknerston  to  Mr.  Colquhoun^  Jvljf  19»  1841. 

(No.  84.) 


No.  86. 
Mf.  Colquhoun  to  Viscount  Pahnereton. 

St.  James's^phce,  July  27,  184L 
My  Lord,  {Received  July  29,  1841.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transimt  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  21st  inst.,  stating  that  10  out  of  14  passengers  on  board  the  **  Louise'' 
at  the  time  of  her  detention  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Grecian/'  have  not  been 
delivered  to  the  Hamburgh  authorities,  and  requesting  to  know  why  they  were 
not  sent  to  Hamburgh. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  COLQUHOUN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  PahnerstoUy  G.C.B^ 

.^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  86. 
Mr.  Sieveking  to  Mr*  Colquhoun. 

Sir,  Hamburgh,  July  21,  1841. 

According  to  official  statements  on  the  detention  of  the  Hamburgh 
barque  "  Louise^''  Boyes  master,  in  consequence  of  the  Convention  for  the  Sup- 
pression of  the  Slave  Trade,  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  "  Grecian,"  on  the  high 
seas,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Brazilian  harbour  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  14  passengers, 
including  a  negro  servant,  were  found  on  board  ;  only  four  of  these  have  been 
-delivered  to  the  Hamburgh  authorities  by  Her  Majesty's  cutter  **  Nesley.'*  The 
Court  before  which  the  proceedings  concerning  the  detained  vessel  have  been 
instituted  having,  in  vain,  expected  the  arrival  of  the  other  10,  wishes  to  know 
where  these  passengers  have  been  left,  and  from  what  motive  they  have  not 
been  sent  to  Hamburgh,  The  Senate  atithorises  you  officially  to  submit  this 
inquiry  to  the  proper  department, 

I  have,  &c. 
James  Colquhoun,  Esq.,  (Signed)         K.  SlEVEKING. 

Sfc.      Sfc.       Sfc. 


No.  87. 
Lord  Lof^osoH  to  Her  Majsstys  Consul^  Hamburgh. 

Sir,  Foreign  OfficCf  August  4,  1841. 

With  reference  to  M.  Wesselhaeft's  Despatch  of  the  25th  of  May,  1841, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Bremen  barque  "  Julius  and  Edward,'  I  am  directed  by 
Vifecount  ralmerston  to  state  to  you  that  Lieutenant  Thurburn  has  been  fur- 
nished with  extracts  from  documents  existing  in  this  office^  according  to  his 
application  respecting  tlie  alleged  connexion  of  M.  Tyng  with  Slave  Trade 
transactions. 

I  am,  Ice. 
Her  Majesty's  Consul,  Hdntburgh.  (Signed)  LEVESON. 
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No.  88. 
Vueount  Pulmerst^n  to  Mr.  Colquhoun. 
Sir,  Foreign  Ojfficey  August  5,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  inquiring  what  became 
of  ten  persons  who  were  found  on  board  the  Hamburgh  barque  "  Lmthet"  and 
were  not  sent  to  Hamburgh. 

I  have  transmitted  your  letter  to  the  proper  department  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  in  order  that  the  necessary  inquiries  may  be  made  upon  the  sub: 
'ect,  and  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  communicating  further  with  you  when  I  shall 
ave  learnt  the  result  of  that  inquiry, 

I  am,  &c, 
James  Colquhoun,  Esq.  (Signed)  PAIjMERSTON. 

8fc.  Sfc. 


i' 


No.  89. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Colquhoun. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  13,  1841. 

With  xeference  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  5th  instant,  informing  you 
that  inquiries  would  be  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  to  what  became 
often  persons  who  were  found  on  board  the  Hamburgh  barque  "  Louise  ^^  and 
were  rigt  »ent  to  Hambui^i,  I  have  now  to  acquaint  you  that,  by  the  latest 
accounts  received  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  subject,  the  ten  persons  in  ques- 
tion were  awaiting  an  opportunity  for  being  sent  to  Hamburgh. 

I  have,  &c. 
Jumes  Colguhmiu,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.  Sfc. 

No-  90. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  to  Viscount  Palmerston^ 

My  Lord,  St.  Jameses  Place,  May  12,  1841. 

(Received  August  19.) 

Having  applied  to  your  Lordship  that  instructions  might  be  given 
to  the  Admiralty  to  cause  the  ^^  Louise,**  detained  by  Her  Majesty*s  ship 
**  Grecian/'  and  carried  into  Plymouth  under  an  alleged  infringement  of  the 
Slave  Trade  Abolition  Treaty  with  the  Hanse  Towns,  to  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  thereof;  and  having  been  urged  by  parties  interested 
here  to  address  your  Lordship  to  complain  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to 
her  detention,  and  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  officer  in  charge  to  allow  of 
any  letters  being  sent  by  the  master  of  the  ^'Louise*'  tahis  family  or  owners, 
or  to  permit  the  Vice-consul  for  Hamburgh  (to  which  port  the  *'  Louise " 
belongs)  or  a  law  adviser  to  communicate  with  him  on  board ;  or  to  permit 
him  to  come  on  shore, — the  object  being  that  he  might  the  better  establish 
his  defence — I  have  since  received  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Port  Admiral 
to  the  Vice-consul,  stating  that  the  ^'Louise**  had  merely  come  in  for  supplies, 
and  would  proceed  with  the  least  delay  to  Cuxhaven,  in  exeewtion  of  her 
orders. 

The  restriction  of  not  allowing  the  master  of  the  ^'Louise**  to  write  to  his 
family  or  his  owners,  or  to  state  his  case  to  a  legal  authority  or  to  the  Vice- 
consul  of  his  country,  seems  harsh  ;  and  it  is  feared  may  be  maintained  as  a 
precedent  should  any  other  Hanseatic  vessels  be  detained  and  brought  into  port 
under  similar  suspicions. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  COLQUHOUN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscmni  Palmerston,  G.CJ3. 

^c.  Sfc,  SfC.  , 
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No.9L 

Colonel  Hodges  to  Mr.  BandineL 

Hamburghy  September  7,  18414 
Sir,  {Received  September  11.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Hamburgh  official  newspaper,  which 
contains  the  verdict  in  the  case  of  the  barque  **  Louise^'  captured  and  brought 
to  Cuxhaven  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  of  war  "  Grecian ; "  which  verdict  was 
pronounced  here  in  open  court  on  the  6th  instant. 

I  have  also  enclosed  the  exact  copy  of  a  translation,  by  Dr.  Haller,  of  the 
verdict,  which  I  have  not  had  time  to  correct,  as  the  packet  is  just  leaving. 

T  iiAve  &.C 
J.  Bandineh  Esq.  Signed)  G.  LLOYD  HODGES. 

Sfc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  91. 
Sentence^  SfCy  in  the  case  of  the  barque  "  Louise.^' 

Hamburg,  den  6  September. 

Das  Handels-Gericht  hat  heute  in  der  Angelegenheit  des  Schiffes  "  Louise^' 

folgendes  Erkenntniss  erlassen : 

"  In  Sachen  der  von  der  Konigl.  grossbrittannischen  Sloop  *  Grecian^'  Com- 
mtoder  Smyth,  aufgebrachten  Hamburger  Bark  ^  Louise j  Capit'an  C.  H»  Boye, 
und  deren  Ladung  erkennt  das  Handels-Gericht  nach  Anhorung  &c.  auf  Grund 
der  Acten  und  nach  gepflogener  Deliberation:  Da  das  Hamburger  Barkschiff 
^Louise'  Capitan  C.  H.  Boyes,  welches  von  der  Hamburgischer  Seits  dazu 

fehorig  autorisirten  K.  grossbrittannischen  Sloop  '  Grecian,'^  Commander 
myth,  am  25  Februar  1841  in  einem  der  tractatenm'assig  bestimmten  Districte 
als  des  Sklavenhandels  verdachtig  angehalten,  dann  durchsucht  und  nach  Cux- 
haven aufgebracht  worden  ist,  weder  Sklavenhandel  betrieben  hat,  noch  zur 
Betreibung  dieses  Handels  ausgeriistet  gewesen  ist,  also  keiner  der  Falle  vor- 
liegt,  von  denen  die  Tractate  zwischen  Frankreich  und  Grossbrittannien  vom 
30  November  1831  und  22  M'arz  1833,  denen  Hamburg  durch  den  Vertrag 
vom  9  Juni  1837  beigetreten  ist,  voraussetzen,  dass  die  speciellen  Landes- 
Gesetze  der  contrahirenden  oder  accedirenden  Staaten  sie  mit  Confiscation 
belegen,  nun  zwar  unsere  Gesetzgebung  in  dieser  Materie,  welche  nach  Maass- 
gabe  der  Convention  von  1831,  Art.  7,  der  Convention  von  1833,  Art.  1,  3,  5, 
der  Instruction  fiir  die  Kreuzer,  No.  3,  als  die  Entscheidungsnorm  gelten  muss, 
ausser  den  in  den  Tractaten  bedachten  Fallen  auch  eine  der  Ausriistung  eines 
zum  Sklavenhandel  destinirten  und  deshalb  aufgebrachten  Schiffes  mittelbar 
geleistete  Beihiilfe  verpont,  Strafgesetz  vom  19  Juni  1837,  dieser  Fall  aber,  da 
das  aufgebrachte  Schiff  ** Louise'  nicht  zum  Sklavenhandel  bestimmt  gewesen, 
hier  gleichfalls  nicht  vorliegt,  hiernach  also  der  vorliegende  Confiscations- 
Antrag  selbst  dann  wiirde  unstatthaft  seyn,  wenn  auch  nicht  in  unsrer  Legis- 
lation, so  weit  solche  fur  die  gegenwartige  Entscheidung  in  Betracht  kommt, 
hinsichtlich  gesetzlicher  Bestimmung  einer  Confiscation  sich  eine  LUcke  fande, 
indem  namlicb  das  erwahnte  Gesetz  vom  19  Juni  1837  nichts  von  einer  Con- 
fiscation oder  der  Anwendbarkeit  prisenrechtlicher  Grundsatze  oder  davon,  dass 
solchie  den  Tractaten  zu  Grunde  liegen,  enthalt,  das  Gesetz  vom  3  Juni  1841 
aber,  so  gewiss  es  auch  die  Norm  fiir  das  Prozessverfahren  abgiebt,  fiir  das  In- 
nere  der  RechtsverlValtnisse  eine  riickwirkende  Kraft  in  keinerlei  Beziehung  zu 
aussern  vermag,  endlich  aber  das  Reglement  vom  18  September  1778,  welches 
auch  nur  von  temporarer  Giiltigkeit  gewesen  ist,  nicht  hierher  gehort, 

dass  der  Antrag  des  Hm.  Fiscals  in  civilibus,  das  SchifF  *  Louise*  und 
dessen  Ladung,  eventualiter  Theile  dessen  Ladung,  zu  condemniren,  zu- 
riickzuweisen  ;  dass  aber,  was  die  gegen  den  Captor  in  Anspruch  genom- 
mene  Entschadigung  betriffi,  solchem  Antrage  l^eine  Statt  zu  geben  sey; 

und  zwar  auf  den  Grund  der  Art.  6  und  7  der  Convention  vom  22  M'arz  183d» 
mdem  die  vorgefundenen  Phtnken,  der  Kessel  und  der  Wasservorrath  (welcher 
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letztere  grosser  war,  als  das  von  Rio  de  Janeiro  zunachst  nur  nach  Benguela» 
an  welchem  Orte  die  vollsfandige  Entloschung  stattfinden  soUte,  bestimmte 
SchifF  ohne  behuBge  Autorisatioa  am  Bord  haben  durfte)  jedenfalls  zusam- 
mengenommen  mit  der  Natur  eines  grossen  Theils  der  Ladung  und  der  in  der 
Declaration  des  Capitans  Smyth  erwabnten,  actenkundig  stattgehabten  Be- 
seitigung  von  Papieren  bier  als  prima  facie  evidentes  erscheinen  ;  dass  ferner 
die  dem  Captor  gemachten  Vorwiirfe  in  Bezug  auf  die  Ausfubrung  der  An- 
baltung,  der  Durchsuchung  und  Aufbringung,  da  hierauf  keine  Scbaden- 
Anspriiche  haben  gegriindet  werden  konnen,  und  daher  solche  angebliche 
Unregelmassigkeiten  etwa  nur  zur  Anstellung  von  Beschwerden  bei  der  Re- 
gierung  Veranlassung  geben  konnten,  bier  nicht  weiter  zu  beriicksichtigen 
seyen ;  dass  endlich,  da  die  Entscbuldigun^,  welche  der  Capit'an  Boye,  fiir  den 
die  Unkenntniss  der  hieselbst  publicirten  Tractate  an  und  tiir  sich  kein  Excu- 
sationsgrund  ist,  aus  dem  allerdings  bedauerlicben  Umstande  ableiten  will,  dass 
derzeit  in  unserem  Consulate  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  der  Accessions- Vertrag  Ham** 
burgs  zu  den  Tractaten  vom  30  Nov.  1831  und  22  Marz  1833  nicht  bekannt 
gewesen,  desfalls  einer  weiteren  Erorterung  nicht  unterliegt,  weil  Capitan 
Boye  sich  des  Schutzes  aus  diesem  sonst  bier,  wo  der  Staat  als  Partei  auftritt, 
billigerweise  auf  den  Kostenpunkt  influirenden  Momente  durch  das  Verbrennen 
zweier  Briefe  verlustig  gemacht  hat,  die  Kosten  der  Untersuchung  und  des 
Prozesses  aus  dem  Schiffe  *  Louise'  und  dessen  Zubehbr  dem  Hrn.  Fiscal  zu 
ersetzen  seyen,  und  bleiben  der  Rbederei  eines  etwaigen  Regresses  wegen,  so 
wie  iiberhaupi  den  BetrefFenden  unter  einander  und  contra  quern  ex  quocunquCf 
so  weit  Rechtens,  quavis  competentia  reservirt.     Es  werden  demnach 

salvo  jure  tertiorum  sowohl  das  aufgebrachte  BarkschifF  ^Louise*  sammt 
Zubehor — nachdem  obgedachtermassen  Kostenersatz  wird  geleistet  seyn — 
als  auch  die  Ladung,  respective  das  Provenii,  freigegeben,  und  sind  der 
Personal-Arrest  des  Domingo  Jozfe  Gonzalez  Penna,  so  wie  die  Cautions- 
Arreste  des  Capitans  Carl  Heinrich  Boye,  des  ersten  Steuermanns  Chris- 
tian Andresen,  und  des  zweiten  Steuermanns  John  William  Bernhard 
Alfred  Harris  aufgehoben. 

So  publicirt  im  Handelsgerichte,  Montag,  den  6  Sept.  1841.    B.  R.  W." 


(Translation.) 

In  the  suit  concerning  the  Hamburgh  barque  "  Louise^'  Captain  C.  H. 
Boyes,  and  her  cargo,  detained  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  "Grecian," 
Commander  Smyth,  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce  pronounces,  on  the  ground  of 
the  pleadings,  and  after  due  deliberation  : — 

Whereas  the  Hamburgh  barque  **  Louise^"  Captain  C.  H.  Boyes,  which  has 
been  detained  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  "  Grecian,"  Commander 
Smyth,  duly  authorised  thereunto  by  the  Hamburgh  authorities,  on  the  25th 
of  February,  1841,  in  one  of  the  districts  pointed  out  by  the  Treaty  as  sus- 
pected of  being  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  which  has  then  been  visited,  and 
sent  to  Cuxhaven,  has  neither  been  trafficking  in  slaves  nor  been  fitted  out 
for  the  purpose  of  such  traffic  : 

Whereas,  therefore,  none  of  the  cases  supposed  by  the  Treaties  between 
France  and  Great  Britain  of  the  30th  of  November,  1831,  and  the  22nd  of 
March,  1833,  to  which  the  state  of  Hamburgh  acceded  by  the  Convention  of 
the  9th  of  June,  1837,  to  constitute  a  liability  to  condemnation,  according  to 
the  special  law  of  the  contracting  parties,  or  the  states  afterwards  acceding,  is 
apparent  here : 

Whereas,  though  our  legislation  on  this  subject  (which,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Convention  of  1831,  Article  7;  of  the  Convention  of  1833,  Articles  1,  3,  5  of 
the  Instructions  to  Cruisers ;  No.  3  is  to  form  the  Standard  of  Decision), 
independently  of  the  cases  foreseen  by  the  Treaties,  stamps  as  punishable 
likewise  the  indirect  aid  aflForded  towards  the  fitting  out  of  a  vessel  intended 
for  the  Slave  Trade,  and  detained  in  consequence  (vide  penal  stat.ute  of  the 
l9th  of  June,  1837) — ^yet  this  case  too,  as  the  detained  vessel,  the  "  Louise^'' 
was  not  destined  for  the  Slave  Trade,  is  not  apparent  here  neither  : 

Whereas,  therefore,  the  present  suit  for  confiscation  would  be  inadmissible, 
even  though  our  legislation,  so  far  as  it  comes  under  consideration  for  the 
Class  C.  O 
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pufrpose  of  oar  pneseiut  decision^  did  not  preseiKt  a  void  with  rej^aid  io  a  legal 
psrovision  on  the  point  of  confiscation,  as  the  ahove-meotioned  statote  of  the. 
19th  of  June,  1837,  does  not  advert  to  confiscation,  or  to  the  applicatioo  <»f  the 
principles  of  prize  law,  or  to  tbek  formimg  ihe  hafiis  of  the  Convention ;  as. 
the  law  erf  the  3rd  of  June,  1841,  though  most  assuredly  it  fixes  the  form  of 
the  proceedings,  cannot,  ia  any  way  whatsoever^  affect  the  essential  judicial 
position  of  the  case  by  a  retro-active  power;  and  as,  finally,  the  Ordinance  of 
the  19th  of  September,  1773,  which  had  ooly  a  temporary  validity,  has  noticing 
to  do  with  the  subject  under  consideration: 

The  Court  gives  its  verdict  as  follows: — 

That  the  claim  of  the  Advocate  of  the  State,  with  respect  to  the  condenma- 
tkm  of  the  vessel  *^  Lauiae  "  and  her  cargo,  is  to  be  non-euited ;  but  that,  on 
tiie  other  hand,  a  claim  for  damages  to  be  paid  by  the  captor  is  inadmissible^ 
and  this  by  reason  of  Articles  6  and  7  of  the  Convention  of  the  22nd  o£ 
Majch>  1833.  Ttie  loose  planks,  the  boiler,  and  the  provision  of  water  (the 
quantity  of  the  last-mentioned  article  exceeding  thait  permitted,  without  a 
special  authorization,  to  a  vessel  destined  from  Rio  de  Janeiro^  in  the  first 
place,  to  Benguela  only,  where  the  complete  disdiarging  ^as  to  take  place), 
joioed  to  the  nature  of  great  part  of  the  cargo,  and  to  the  making  away  with 
papers  referred  to  in  the  declaration  of  Captain  Smyth,  and  resulting  from  tlic 
eicamtnation  of  the  case,  presenting  here  primd  fade  evidences.  That,  also, 
the  reproaches  addressed  to  the  captor^  with  respect  to  the  manner  of  e&eou- 
tion«  tlise  detaining,  visithig,  and  bringing  in  of  tl^  vessel,  are  not  to  be  further 
attended  to  heie,  since  no  suit  for  damages  i&  to  be  founded  on  them ;  and 
since,  therefore,,  such  alleged  irregularities  might  only,  at  any  rate,  furnish 
matter  for  a  representation  to  be  addressed  to  tne  Government.  That,  finally, 
as  tlie  excuse  which  Captain  Boye  (whose  alleged  ignorance  of  Treaties  made 
publicly  known  at  this  place  nowise  exculpates),  in  trying  to  deduce  from  the 
certainly  to  be  regretted  circumstance  that  our  Consulate  at  Rio  de  Janeiro 
was  not  acquainted  at  the  time  with  the  Hanseatic  Treaty  of  Accession  to  the 
Treaties  of  the  30th  of  November,  1831,  and  the  22nd  of  March,  1833,  cannot 
be  made  the  subject  of  further  discussion,  because  Captain  Boye  lias  foregone 
the  protection,  perhaps  in  equity  accruing  from  it,  as  far  as  expenses  are  con- 
cerned, in  a  case  where  the  state  appears  as  plaintiff,  by  having  burned  two 
letters,  that  the  expenses  of  the  exammation  and  the  suit  are  to  be  refunded  to 
the  Advocate  for  the  State,  to  be  charged  on  the  vessel  "  Louise "  and  her 
appurtenances,  reserving  to  the  owners,  in  case  of  redress,  as  well  as  to  all 
other  parties  concerned,  against  each  other,  and  contra  qt$em  ex  quocwnquey  as 
according  to  law,  quams  competentia. 

Salvajure  teT^orwm,  therefore,  the  detained  barq»e  •*  Louise^**  with  her  appur- 
tenances, as  soon  as  the  refunding  of  the  expenses  will  have  taken  place,  is  to 
be  put  at  liberty,  as  Fikewise  the  cargo,  or  the  price  it  may  fetch :  and  tlie  per- 
sons of  Domingo  Joze  Gonzalez  Penna,  as  well  as  the  captain,  Charles  Henry 
Boye,  the  first  mate,  Christian  Anderson,  and  the  second  mate,  John  William 
Bemhard  Alfred  Harris,  are  to  be  set  at  liberty. 


No.  92. 

Mr.  ColqfjJmim  to  the  JEmrJ  of  Aberdeen^ 

St.  James's  Place,  October  17,  1841. 
{Received  October  20.) 

The  Undersigned  agent  for  Hamburgh  is  instructed  to  bring  uT>der  the 
consideration  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that  accoi*ding  to  the  London  newspapers  of  tl>e  21st 
September  last,  of  which  extracts  are  annexed,  it  is  reported  to  hare  bee» 
asserted  during  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  vie.  on  the  gist  ultimo,  that, 
upon  information  received,  or  by  a  rumour  brociigtot  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
late  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  **  ot  six  ships  having  been  fitted 
out  at  Hamburgh,  to  be  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade,  a  communication  was 
made  to  tlie  Board  of  Admiralty,  in  order  that  the  laecessary  directions  might 
be  given  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  cruizers  on  the  coast  of  Africa.*" 
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The  Usdersigined  h  directed  te  state  that  the  Senvtt  of  Hsrabtnrgb  is  »dt 
unaware  of  a  rumour,  and  as  it  Avould  seem  an  utterly  cinfoQDded  one,  contained 
hr  the  EngTrsh  newMKipers,  ia  respect  to  an  expeditioa*  of  five  shipff,  ftiur  of 
tiiem  under  the  Dantsh,  and  one  of  them  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  fitted  out 
and  cleared  out  from  Altona,  a  port  within  the  domimons  of  the  King  of  Den- 
mark, for  Santo  Vincente,  one  of  the  Cape  dc  Verd  Islands,  having  been  des- 
tined for  Slave  Trading  ofejects.  Since,  however,  it  has  been  stated  in  Parlia- 
ment (on  the  20th  Sept?ember  last)  that  six  ships  had  been  fitted  out  at  Ham- 
burgh for  the  Slave  Trade,  it  would  appear  that  some  other  report,  totally 
unknown  at  Hamburgh,  had  occasioned  the  directions  in  question  to  be  given 
to  the  Admiralty.  Whaterer  may  have  been  the  source  of  such  rumour  or 
information  concerning  ships  having  been  so  fitted  out  at  Hamburgh  for  the 
Slave  Trade,  the  Undersigned  is  authorized  to  declare  that  the  Senate  verily 
believes  that  this  rumour  or  information  is  entirely  untrue. 

The  Undersigned  is,  moreover,  directed  to  assure  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  the  Senate  is  most  anxious  strictly  to  fulfil  the  obligations  whicli  have  been 
entered  into  by  their  accession  to  the  treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  wUl  be  happy  in  contributing,  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  to  tiie  attainment  of  such  a  benevolent  purpose; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  they  feel  it  an  incumbent  duty  to  protect  the  honour  and 
effect  the  security  of  the  Hamburgh  flag  against  prejudices  to  which  an  unjust 
suspicion  must  expose  it.  In  both  respects  it  is  a  matter  of  serious  regret  that 
no  oflScial  opportunity  had  been  afforded  to  the  Senate  of  ordering  inquiries  to 
be  made  at  the  time,  according  to  such  rumour  or  information,  if  true,  the  more 
easily  to  detect  the  offenders,  and  to  punish  them. 

The  Undersigned  is  desired  to  express  the  expectation  of  the  Senate  that 
the  British  Government  will  not  refuse  their  assistance  to  remove  the  uneasiness, 
the  injurious  consequences,  which  could  not  but  prevail  when  it  became  kno¥m, 
through  newspaper  reports  of  a  Parliamentary  session,  that  a  false  rumour  or 
misinformation  had,  as  it  seems,  caused  the  British  Government  to  give  such 
directions  to  British  cruizers. 

The  assistance  which  the  British  Government  could  render  is,  by  acquainting 
the  commanders  of  the  British  cruizers  that  the  rumour  or  information,  at  least 
as  far  as  Hamburgh  is  concerned,  is  an  erroneous  one.  Should  however  the  in- 
formation on  which  the  directions  to  the  Admiralty  were  founded  be  of  such  a 
nature  as  still  to  leave  room  for  the  slightest  doubt,  then  it  is  to  be  observed 
that,  as  one  of  the  objects  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  indeed  the 
chief  one,  was  to  prevent  the  opportunity  of  ships  being  fitted  out  for  that 
Trade,  that  upon  this  ground,  and  considering  the  deep  interest  which  Great 
Britain  herself  takes  in  such  a  course  being  pursued,  the  Senate  is  warranted  in 
requesting  the  communication  of  copies  or  the  documents  upon  which  the 
directions  to  the  Admiralty  were  founded,  in  order  that  a  strict  investigatioii 
may  take  place  at  Hamburgh,  and  that  either  the  Hamburgh  flag  may  be  justi- 
fieci,  or,  if  there  be  any  foundation  or  even  suspicion  of  such  practices  having 
been  carried  on  secretly  in  the  port  of  Hamburgh,  that  their  ramifications  may 
be  ferreted  out,  the  offenders  punished,  and  effectual  measures  taken  to  prevent 
their  re-occurrence. 

The  Undersigned  has  the  honour  to  tender  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  the 
homage  of  his  sincere  respect. 


The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Sknerf)  J.  COLQUHOUN. 


Courier,  21st  September,  1841. 

Lord  Palmeftstmi  (in  answer  to  Sir  E.  Wilmot^  who  asked  respecting  the  ves- 
sels* employed  upon  the  coast  of  Africa)  said  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
SIX  vessels  were  to  be  emploiyed  oa  tliat  coast;  but  he  could  not  say  if  the ia- 
fbnnatioa  was  correct  or  not« 

Morm^ig  Pett,  21st  September,  184L 

Sir  Eardh  JFilmot. — ^That,  seeing  the  Noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Tiverton 
in  his  place,  he  wished  to  know  from  him  if  it  were  true,  as  had  been  reported. 
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that  six  vessels  had  recently  left  Hamburgh  (so  we  understood)  for  the  purpose 
of  being  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 

Viscount  Palmerston  said  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  six  vessels,  two 
of  which  had  been  at  Hamburgh,  were  intended  to  be  employed  in  the  Slave 
Trade,  but  he  would  not  undertake  to  say  whether  the  report  was  well  founded 
or  not*  Hearing  however  of  such  a  rumour,  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  ' 
communicate  it  to  the  Admiralty,  in  order  that  information  might  be  sent  to 
the  cruizers  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  so  that,  in  case  it  were  true,  they  might  be 
prepared  to  act- 

Times  and  Standard,  21st  September,  184h 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Sir  E.  PPllmotj — 

Viscount  Palmerston  said  that  information  had  been  received  by  the  late 
Government  stating  that  as  many  he  believed  as  six  vessels  were  being  fitted 
out  at  Hamburgh  to  be  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade.  He  could  not  say 
whether  that  information  were  well  founded,  and  without  implying  any  opinion 
one  way  or  the  other,  he  had  communicated  it  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  in 
order  that  the  necessary  directions  might  be  given  to  the  cruizers  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  in  case  the  report  should  turn  out  to  be  true. 

Morning  Chronicle,  21st  September,  184L 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Sir  E.  Wilmot, — 

Viscount  Palmerston  was  understood  to  say  that  official  information,  he  had 
reason  to  believe,  had  been  received,  that  there  were  six  vessels  destined  for  the 
Slave  Trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  but  he  could  not  say  whether  that  informa- 
tion was  well  founded  or  not.  That  communication  had  however  been  for- 
warded to  the  Admiralty,  in  order  that  due  notice  might  be  given  to  the 
British  cruizers  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 


No.  93. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

St.  James's  Place,  October  23,  184L 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  26.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  two  letters  from  Mr. 
E.  Caesar  Hartung,  a  merchant  of  great  respectability  at  Hamburgh,  who  has 
for  some  years  traded  with  three  ships  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  himself  and  his 
partner,  Mr.  Epfiinhausen,  having  accompanied  them  thither  to  superintend 
the  sale  of  their  goods. 

Mr.  Hartung  states  that,  having  been  boarded  by  the  Commander  ofthe 
'*  Termagant,"  he  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Seagram,  in  reply  to  a  remark 
from  Mr,  Hartung,  that  he  had  conformed  to  the  Hanseatic  Slave  Trade  Acces- 
sion Treaty,  "  that  he  should  not  be  governed  by  the  Treaty,  but  by  instruc- 
tions received  from  England  ;''  observing  at  the  same  time  *^  that  he  should 
make  his  report ;"  and,  **  that  it  was  a  shame  that  the  Hamburgh  people 
assisted  in  the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  had  he  found  the  **  Argo''  at  the  Gallinas 
he  would  have  sent  her  to  Hamburgh." 

It  therefore  seemed  to  Mr.  Hartung  that  he  owed  it  to  himself  to  require  an 
explanation  of  the  facts  on  which  this  charge  was  founded,  as  it  was  evident 
to  him  that  some  information  had  been  communicated  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment prejudicial  to  Hanseatic  commerce,  which  was  not  in  the  possession 
of  the  Hamburgh  Government,  and  which  it  was  most  important  they  should 
possess  in  order  that  an  inquiry  might  be  made  at  Hamburgh,  and  instructions 
given  accordingly  to  the  Hanseatic  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  that  they 
might  conform  thereto,  and  thus  protect  themselves  in  their  lawful  commerce. 
The  declaration  made  by  the  commander  of  a  British  cruizer,  that  he  considered 
a  portion  or  portions  of  the  coast  under  blockade,  led  to  the  enunciation  of  a 
principle  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hartung: — '*  That  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
sell  his  goods  to  whomever  would  purchase  them;  and  that  it  was  not  his  busi- 
ness to  inquire  into,  nor  was  he  responsible  for,   the  ultimate  destination  of 
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lawful  goods,  wherever  they  might  be  sold ;  provided  he  received  doubloons 
or  produce  he  was  content. 

Mr.  Hartung  details  at  length  the  case  of  the  "  J&eAo,''  condemned  at  Sierra 
Leone  on  a  charge  of  having  aided  and  abetted  the  Slave  Trade,  of  which  the 
captain  and  mate  were  acquitted. 

Mr.  Hartung  has  come  to  this  country  to  appeal  against  the  decision* 

It  is  not  for  a  moment  intended  to  impute  to  the  officers  of  Her  Majesty's 
navy  that  they  have  exceeded  their  instructions;  but  an  impression  being 
entertained  by  them  that  the  Hanseatics  are  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade  may 
lead  to  vexatious  interruptions  which  have  not  hitherto  occurred  ;  and  as  far 
as  commerce  is  admitted  to  be  the  most  probable  means  of  civilizing  Africa,  it 
is  very  desirable,  and  comporting  with  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  such  trade  should  be  amply  protected ;  while  the  Slave  Trade,  as 
the  converse  of  the  proposition,  should  by  all  proper  measures  be  put  down ; 
to  effect  which  objects  I  have  authority  to  state  that  the  Hamburgh  Govern- 
ment will  most  gladly  afford  their  assistance. 

Mr.  Hartung  meanwhile  requests  me  to  procure  for  him  answers  to  the 
undermentioned  queries,  as  influencing  materially  his  future  commerce  with 
Africa : — 

1st  What  are  the  instructions  given  to  Her  Majesty's  cruizers,  in  addition 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  Hanseatic  Accession  Treaty — that  in  case  he  should 
again  send  cargoes  to  the  coast  of  Africa  in  Hanseatic  vessels  he  may  be  able 
to  conform  to  them  ? 

2.  Whether  he  is  bound  to  send  a  boat  on  board  with  his  papers,  if  required 
to  do  so  by  Her  Majesty's  cruizers  ?  The  doing  so  may  risk  the  loss  of  his 
papers,  and  place  his  vessel  and  cargo  in  peril. 

o.  Whether  prizes  to  Her  Majesty's  cruizers  are  to  have  the  same  right  of 
search  as  the  cruizers  themselves  ?  The  vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade  have 
often  so  piratical  an  appearance  that  on  attempting  to  board  resistance  may 
ensue  and  loss  of  life  follow  in  anticipated  self-defence  ? 

4.  Whether  Her  Majesty's  cruizers  have  the  power  to  declare  at  pleasure 
any  part  of  the  African  coast  as  prohibited  places  for  trading,  or,  in  other 
words,  in  a  state  of  blockade  ?  This  privilege  would  render  it  impossible  to 
carry  on  the  African  Trade,  as  the  best  markets  might  thus  be  capriciously 
closed. 

5.  Whether,  being  a  foreigner,  he  can,  under  the  existing  regulations,  pur- 
chase vessels  condemned  as  prize  at  Sierra  Leone>  as  it  appears  that  some 
uncertainty  prevails  there  in  this  respect  ? 

The  civilization  of  Africa  by  commerce,  coupled  with  the  suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  renders  it  very  desirable  that  some  definitive  arrangement,  which 
should  possess  the  confidence  of  both  the  British  and  Hanseatic  Governments, 
should  be  devised  so  as  to  secure  the  protection  of  the  legitimate  trader,  and 
effect  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade — by  licences,  for  example,  granted  by 
the  Hanseatic  Governments  to  their  merchant-vessels,  to  be  visfed  by  the  Eng- 
lish and  French  authorities  in  the  Hanse  Towns,  thereby  establishing  d  priori 
the  respectability  of  the  parties  engaging  in  the  African  trade. 

The  case  may  be  more  difficult  as  it  refers  to  Hanseatic  vessels  clearing  out 
from  Cuba,  the  Brazils,  or  Porto  Rico,  for  the  coast  of  Africa — the  licence  of 
the  Mixed  Commission  there  to  be  verified  by  the  British,  French,  and  Hans- 
eatic consuls  there,  might,  it  is  conceived,  be  a  sufficient  safeguard  against 
illegal  trading.  The  licences  from  other  ports  to  be  signed  by  the  ministers  or 
consuls  of  the  three  Powers  parties  to  the  Slave  Trade  Suppression  Treaty. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  COLQUHOUN. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T. 
&c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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First  Endosare  in  No.  93. 

Mr.  C.  HarUing  to  Mr.  ColquAaun. 

London,  Oeiober  16,  184L 
Sir,  88,  Orfdrd  Terrmee,  Hyit  Pmtk. 

I  secHTLD  be  intich  obliged  by  ycmr  representing  to  the  proper  a-utho- 
rities  the  treatment  whtcb  I  and  my  partner,  Mr.  John  EpflFenhausen,  endured 
when  upon  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  with  oar  vessels,  the  ^  Herald^  **  Ar-go^' 
aad  **  Expressr 

During  my  voyage  upon  the  coast,  in  the  month  of  December  la^,  when  I 
was,  as  owner  of  the  cargo,  on  board  the  Hamburg  schooner  *•  Argo^  Captain 
C.  P.  Brandenburg,  we  fdl  in,  not  far  from  St.  Ann  Shoals,  with  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  brigantine  **  Termagant,'^  commanded -by  Lieutenant  M.  F.  Seagram, 
who  ordered  us  to  heave  to,  and  sent  his  boat  on  board  to  inspect  our  papers, 
which  were  shown.  The  boat  then  went  back,  but  after  a  short  time  returned 
with  Lieutenant  Seagram  himself,  and  some  more  seamen,  to  oveiiiaul  the 
vessel.  He  asked  mc  wlience  I  came.  I  told  him  from  Gallinas,  which  I 
found  burned  down.  He  then  inquired  to  whom  I  was  consigned.  I  replied, 
to  nobody,  that  I  was  myself  the  owner  of  the  cargo.  On  this  he  cried  out 
(addressing  himself  to  me),  "  It  is  a  shame  that  the  Hamburg  people  assist. the 
Slave  Trade;  if  I  were  not  short  of  hands  I  would  send  yon  to  Cuxhaven,  but 
I  shall  make  my  report."  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  know  what  he  meant  by 
the  words  **  assisting  Slave  Trade,"  that  I  had  been  at  that  place  (Gallinas)  in 
the  month  of  March,  1840,  in  company  with  English  men-of-war,  and  French 
and  American  merchant-vessels ;  that  I  had  been  home  with  my  vessel  since 
that  time,  and  I  myself  in  England ;  that  1  had  heard  of  no  new  orders^  and 
that  my  Government  had  given  me  no  notice  of  any  alteration  in  the  Treaty ; 
that  1  might  sell  my  goods  anywhere  and  to  any  one  I  liked ;  and  that,  when 
people  paid  me  doubloons  or  produce  for  them,  I  never  asked  what  they 
meant  to  do  afterwards  with  my  goods  ;  if  he  himself  wished  to  buy  my  cargo, 
and  pay  me  for  it,I  would  be  glad  to  sell  it  to  him. 

He  ordered  me  to  open  the  hatches.  I  told  him  that  the  hold  was  full,  and 
that  he  could  see  nothing,  and  so  he  fonnd.  I  showed  him  our  printed  Treaty, 
translated  into  English,  French,  and  German,  and  requested  him  to  see  if  he 
could  find  anything  on  board  which  was  against  the  1  reaty.  After  searching 
awhile,  he  said,  **  Ah!  I  see  you've  put  all  to  rights !"  To  which,  I  replied, 
that  I  knew  perfectly  well  what  rules  to  observe  when  coming  out  to  the  coast, 
that  it  was  not  the^r**  time  I  came,  and  that  I,  and  particularly  my  partner, 
Mr.  EpfFenhausen,  had  been  well  known  to  every  man-of-war,  and  at  every 
place  on  the  coast,  for  many  years,  that  the  Commander  of  the  **  Saracen"  had 
been  the  day  before  on  board,  looking  at  our  papers  only.  He  told  me  that 
that  was  nothing  to  him,  and  that  if  he  had  found  me  ctt  anchor  at  Gcdlinas  he 
would  have  taken  me  ttt  once  to  Hamburg  I  I  observed  that  that  would  be 
against  our  Treaty.  He  answered,  **  Never  mind  your  Treaty ;  I  go  by  my 
instructions  from  England.*^ 

In  consequence  of  these  proceedings,  I  wish  to  know,  first,  if  we  are  obliged 
to  sobmit  to  such  treatment  ?  At  that  time,  luckily  for  me,  the  man-of-war 
was  short  of  hands.  Secondly,  if,  when  a  man-of-war  oflHcer  tells  us  ^'  You 
must  not  trade  at  such  or  such  a  place,  and  if  I  find  you  there  at  anchor  and 
trading  I  will  send  you*  to  Cuxhaven/*  we  must  obey  him  ? 

Another  complaint  is  the  following: — ^When  we  first  made  land  on  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  in  the  middle  of  last  December,  at  Rio  Sherbro,  we  were 
chased  in  the  evening,  about  six  o'clock,  when  night  sets  in,  by  a  schotwrer. 
Looking  through  a  spy-glass  we  made  her  out  to  be  a  slave-vessel,  with  a 
"  long  tom"  gun  on  deck,  with  a  crew  of  very  dark  complexion,  and,  as  far  as  I 
could  judge,  composed  of  black  and  yellow  faces.  Steering  our  course  she 
soon  came  close  to  us,  hoisting  a  small  dirty  flag  at  her  mast-head,  which  we 
could  not  make  out ;  and  we  heard  a  voice  call  out,  "  Heave  to,  and  send  your 
boat  on  board.''  I  told  him  I  could  send  no  boat.  '^  Well,"  says  he,  "  I  shall 
come  on  board j"  and  a  boat  being  lowered,  a  young  man  in  a  bluejacket  and 
straw  hat  came  on  board,  asking  for  our  papers,  &c*  y  finding  all  right  he  went 
away.  We  heard  from  him  that  his  vessel  was  a  prize  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
brig  *'  Saracen,"  taken  the  day  before,  and  that  he  (a  midshipman)  was  put  in  her 
to  catch  some  more  slavers.    This  was  in  the  middle  of  December,  and  it  was 
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De<t  till  the  middle  of  Jamiaiy  tlaat  the  came  into  the  port  of  Sierra  Lrone  as  a 
prize ^r  trial !  A  similar  orcumstance  occarrcd  to  oar  brig  ^  JSiepres^''  with 
aaother  slaye-vessel,  on  board  which  a  midshipman  had  been  put  to  chase  other 
vessels  for  some  weeks. 

We  took  the  schoooer,  at  first,  for  a  pirate,  but  oar  being  so  close  in  shaw, 
and  seeing  another  vessel  at  a  disitance,  prevented  our  fixing  at  onoe  into  her. 

1  beg  yoa,  sir^  to  let  me  know  if  we  are  obliged  to  let  oarselves  be  searched 
by  every  veseel ;  and  aHow  me  to  put  another  question*  If  a  man-of-war  officer 
ofders  us  to  go  on  board  his  ship  witli  our  papers,  are  we  obliged  to-  do  so  ?  I 
must  observe  to  yon  that  this  would  be  often  very  daogerotts*  Should  the  boat 
be  sunk>  or  the  papers  lost  overboard,  we  should  have  no  ships*  papeis  at  all 
on  board,  and  might,  on  that  acc(Hint,  get  into  trouble. 

I  would  further  be  very  glad  to  know  the  exact  state  of  the  law  upon  this 
pc»nt : — Whether  the  Government  and  the  Custom-house  at  Sserra  Leone  can 
refuse  to  give  us  ships'  papers  and  clearances  for  vessels  which  are  sold  to  ua 
at  public  auction  by  the  Vice- Admiralty  or  Mixed  Commission  Courts,  when  w« 
wi^  to  clear  them  out  for  Hamburg  ? 

In  1838  and  part  of  1839  we  could  get  such  papers  and  clearances.  I  re- 
turned in  1839,  and  could  not  get  the  papers.  In  1840^  and  in  the  beghniing 
of  I84I,  tmly  EnglUhmen  could  buy  vessels  at  public  auction  and  get  clear- 
aBces  for  them  ;  but  when  I  came  back  in  the  aame  year,  in  July  last,  I  was 
told  that  then  I  could  buy  vessels  and  get  clearances  and  ships'  papers. 

You  will  oblige  me  by  favouring  me  with  a  reply,  and,  praying  your  ]^articalar 
atte&tioa  to  the  above, 

1  remain,  &c. 
Jmmies  Colquhwn,  Esq.  £.  CESAR  HARTUNG, 

Sf/e.    Sf€.     S^.  15,  Alte  Groningentimsse,  Hamimrg'. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No»  93. 
Mr.  C.  Hartung  to  Mr.  Colquhwn, 

SiK,  88,  Oaford  Terrace,  October  23,  184L 

In  addition  to  my  letter  of  the  1 6th  instant,  I  would  observe,  that  I 
never  heard  of  the  Hamburgh  flag  having  covered  slave-trading,  even  at  tha 
time  when  it  was  carried  on  6y  England  and  other  nations  ;  that  it  is,  and  was, 
ever  held  in  abhorrence  throughout  Germany;  but  the  manner  in  which 
German  vessels  have  been  treated  tiis  year^  while  carrying  on  their  legal  and 
honourable  commerce,  under  the  most  unjust  suspicions,  has  excited  a  feeling 
of  indignation  which  goes  far  to  counteract  these  established  principles. 

The  case  of  the  ''  Eobo^'  at  Sierra  Leone^  has  made  a  deep  and  unfavourable 
imperssiou,  and  every  Hamburgher  engaged  in  the  African  trade  feels  that  he 
may  anticipate  a  similar  fate  on  visiting  any  British  port  in  Africa,  and  be 
moreover  subjected  to  r^raints  which  this  conduct  does  not  warrant.  The 
lesult  is,  a  blockade  of  the  African  coast ;  and  if  commerce  is  to  be  the  means 
of  civilizing  Africa,  it  mu&t  cease  as  far  as  Germany  is  concerned,  for  neither 
will  shipowners  send  out  their  ships,  nor  merchants  their  merchaudize;  nar 
will  the  insurance  companies  hereafter  insure  their  vessels  and  cargoes  destined 
for  the  African  coast. 

I  and  my  partner,  Mr.  Epffenhausen,  were  trading  at  Sierra  Leone  with  two 
vessels,  the  **  Argo^  and  **  Herald^'  when  the  ''  Echoj'  Captain  Sohst,  arrivtd* 
We  got  permission  of  Mr.  L.  Hook,  collector  of  the  Customs  and  chief  justice, 
to  load  for  the  Havannah^  in  joint  account  with  the  captain,  some  iron 
ballast ;  therefore  we  came  first  in  connexion,  and  the  owner  of  the  ship^  Mr. 
T.  F.  Ballauf,  at  Hamburgh,  is  a  particular  friend  to  the  subscribed. 

The  **  Echo^*  cleared  out  from  the  Havannah,  furnished  with  certificates 
from  the  American  and  Hamburgh  consuls  there,  the  manifest  having  been 
duly  exhibited  to  the  English  consul,  who  declared  that  there  was  nothing  on 
board  but  fair  trade,  which  was  with  the  vessel  legalized  for  her  voyage.  She 
was  unloaded  under  the  eye  of  Captain  Denman,  of  the  "  Wanderer,"  who  gave 
her  two  certificates,  as  to  her  being  far  from  suspicion  as  to  the  cargo  and  to  the 
ship.  On  her  voyage  to  Sierra  Leone  she  was  overhauled  by  Her  Majesty's 
ship  the  *'  Saracen,'*  and  then  finally  by  a  captured  slaveri  commandea  by  a 
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British  officer,  or  midshipman,  who  also  found  all  right.  The  captain  received 
the  first  passengers  for  the  Havannah  from  Captain  Denman,  at  Young 
Sester,  who  recommended  him  to  go  along  the  coast  to  pick  up  other  passen- 
gers, and  to  proceed  to  Sierra  Leone,  where  he  would  obtain  more.  He  arrived 
there  with  a  crew  of  14  men  and  36  passens:ers.  He  waited  on  the  Governor 
on  the  recommendation  of  Captain  Denman,  who  treated  him  with  insolence, 
and  directly  accused  him  of  being  implicated  in  slave-dealing.  He  gave  the 
usual  bond  of  1000/.  in  the  Secretary's  Office.  He  was  refused  some  more  planks 
to  fit  up  his  vessel  more  conveniently  for  the  accommodation  of  his  passengers, 
but,  finally,  was  allowed  to  fill  the  tanks  and  the  few  water-casks,  and  to  take 
on  board  some  more  passengers,  with  their  provisions.  The  vessel  and  all  the 
papers  and  letters  of  every  one  were  twice  examined  bv  the  Custom- House 
•collector  and  chief  justice ;  then  the  captain  obtained  liis  clearance  for  the 
Havannah ;  again  search  was  made  by  an  officer  of  the  **  Wanderer"  before 
she  left  the  port.  The  passengers  got  passports,  the  same  mornings  from  the 
Secretary's  Office  for  the  Havannah,  per  '^  Echo  ;'*  and  she  proceeded  to  sea,  but 
was  brought  back,  the  papers  and  private  letters  of  every  one  taken  away, 
plundered  of  all  their  baggage  and  money  by  officers  in  civil  dresses,  who  would 
not  give  an  answer,  and  who  had  got  no  certificate  specifying  their  rank  when 
asked ;  then  rudely  thrust  by  soldiers,  in  the  night,  into  a  boat,  without  the 
slightest  preparation,  or  assigning  any  reason  why  they  were  so  maltreated,  or 
what  was  to  become  of  them ;  the  vessel  detained  for  several  months  before  a 
court  took  place;  libelled  in  the  court  of  Vice- Admiralty,  condemned  and  sold 
— the  vessel  for  2560/.,  ship's  property,  and  that  of  captain  and  passengers 
condemned  and  sold  also  for  about  1200/. ;  the  Collector  of  the  Customs  acting 
as  judge  of  the  Admiralty  ad  interim ;  the  captain  and  mate  imprisoned  with 
felons  and  thieves,  and  afterwards  tried  and  acquitted  of  the  same  charge  on 
which  the  vessel  was  condemned ! 

When  the  captain  was  plundered  of  his  money  and  papers,  it  was  my  partner 
and  I  who  assisted  him  and  his  crew.  We  could  not  let  our  countrymen 
starve  on  shore.  How  can  a  man  afford  to  pay  a  lawyer  to  take  up  this  aflfair, 
and  to  claim  the  vessel,  for  which  60/.  is  required,  and  to  get  an  appeal  in 
England^  100/.,  when  plundered  before  of  all  his  money  and  papers  ?  Mr, 
Epffenhausen  and  I  gave  upwards  of  400/.  to  the  lawyer  to  bring  this  case  to 
the  knowledge  of  England,  knowing  that  there  only  right  would  be  granted, 
otherwise  the  names  of  the  owner  and  captain  would  be  blamed,  and  the  honour 
of  our  flag  be  taniished  for  ever  ! 

I  am  now  here  to  lodge  an  appeal  for  the  owner  of  the  "  Echo^  Mr.  T.  F. 
Ballauf,  at  Hamburgh,  to  ask  costs  and  damages  for  him  and  the  captain. 
Three  lives  have  been  lost!  and  the  captain  and  his  large  family  are 
without  entertainment.  As  witness  of  the  above  proceedings,  I  am  ready  and 
prepared  to  give  any  explanation  which  may  be  required  by  any  department  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  sentence  is  too  flagrant  an  act  of  injustice 
not  to  prosecute  ari  appeal  at  any  cost 

I  have  three  vessels,  the  "  Argo''  and  *'  Herald'  (the  "  Express"  is  still  on 
the  coast),  which  have  been  long  in  the  African  trade^  now  at  Hamburgh,  but 
I  do  not  f^l  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  expose  myself  to  the  annoyances  aod 
vexations  I  have  hitherto  incurred,  until  some  arrangement  of  protection,  by 
licences  signed  by  the  British  and  Hamburgh  Governments,  gives  us  securities, 
and  shall  have  been  settled. 

Desirous  of  your  kind  answer,  and  recommending  to  you  once  more  all  pos- 
sible despatch, 

T  have  &c 
Jamet  Colquhoun,  Esq.  '  E.  CESAR  HARTUNG, 

4w.    ^c.    Sfc.  of  Hamburg,  \b,  AUe  GrSmngerstr<u»e, 


No.  94. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  J.  Colquhoun,  Esq. 
Sib,  Foreign  Office,  October  29,  1841. 
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Upon  a  reference  to  the  archives  in  the  office,  it  appears  that  the  speechesi  of 
which  tiiose  reports  were  made,  referred  probably  to  a  rumour  that  vessels 
had  been  fitted  out  for  Slave  Trade,  not  at  Hamburgh,  but  at  a  neighbouring 
port. 

I  take  this  opportunity,  however,  to  request  that  you  will  direct  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  authorities  at  Hamburgh  to  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  Despatch, 
which  has  recently  been  received  from  Her  Maje8ty*s  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  relating  to  a  statement  that  a  Portuguese  house  has  been  esta* 
blished  at  Hamburgh  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  Portuguese  ports  on 
the  western  coast  of  Africa  ;  and  to  an  inference  drawn  that  the  speculations 
in  question  may  possibly  be  intended  to  cover  undertakings  in  Slave  Trade. 

In  communicating  this  statement  to  the  authorities  of  Hamburgh,  you  will 
state  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  is  convinced  they  will  use  every  possible 
vigilance  in  watching  over  proceedings  under  their  jurisdiction  calculated  to 
raise  a  suspicion  of  connection  with  the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  they  will  take 
every  measure  within  their  power  for  discouraging  and  preventing  undertak- 
ings for  carrying  on  that  illegal  trade  from  the  port  of  Hamburgh. 

I  am,  &c. 
Jame^  Colquhoun,  E^q.y  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

^C.  §fC.  §f€. 


Enclosure  in  No.  94. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Ouseley's  Despatch  of  June  21,  1841. 

(See  Class  B.  No.  475.) 

No.  95. 

TTie  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Colonel  Hodges. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30, 1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  9.) 

No.  96. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Colquhoun. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  10.) 

No.  97. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

St.  Jamchs  Place,  November  10,  1841. 
(Received  November  12.) 

The  Undersigned  agent  for  the  Hanse  Towns  is  instructed  to  convey  to 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  the  acknowledgment  by  the  Senate  of  his  Lordship's  note  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  vessels  alluded  to  in  the  parliamentary 
proceedings  alleged  to  be  intended  for  illegal  traffic  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
were  those  fitted  out  at  a  neighbouring  port.  Comfirmatory  of  this  result  is 
the  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ouseley,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Charge 
d'Affaires  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  dated  21st  June,  1841,  specifying  tlie  identical 
vessels  so  fitted  out  at  the  neighbouring  port  before  mentioned^  and  expected 
Class  C.  P 
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to  sail  in  the  moBth  of  March,  with  the  siibetitulaon  o^the  ^^  Mariane  Hebiw'* 
for  the  ^^ Esperanzttf**  as  mentioiied  in  Mr.  Ouscky's  note  in  questioou 

The  undersigned  annexes  a  copy  of  a  statement  received  from  Hambmrgh  oo^ 
the  subject. 

In  stating  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  is  convinced  that  the  Authorities 
at  Hamburgh  will  use  every  possible  vigilance  in  watching  ovec  proceedings 
under  their  jurisdiction  calculated  to  raise  a  suspicion  of  connection  with  the 
Slave  Trade  (and  they  congratulate  themselves  that  no  such  cause  has  yet 
arisen),  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  only  does  justice  to  the  Government  and  the 
commerce  of  Hamburgh,  and  to  the  sentiments  of  the  people.  The  Under* 
signed  is  therefore  directed  to  convey  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  for  the  com^ 
iiHinication  of  the  extract  from  Mr.  Ouseley's  Despatch,  and  to  express  a  hope 
that  if  on  any  future  occasion  a  similar  rumour  or  report  should  reach.  a> 
department  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  the  same  frank  communicatioa  of 
the  source  from  which  it  may  originate  will  be  given,  in  order  that  every  faci** 
lity  may  be  afforded  to  effectuate  a  searching  investigation,  with  a  view,  if  the 
charge  be  founded,  to  establish  proceedings  ror  the  trial  and  punishment  of  the* 
delinquents. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  tender  to  the   Earl  of  Aberdeea  the* 
assurance  of  his  sincere  respect. 

(Signed)  J.  COLQUHOUN. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fe. 


Enclosure  im  No.  97. 

Statement.  . 

Hamburgh^  November  2,  1841. 

The  Authorities  here  are  not  aware  that  any  Portuguese  house  has  been 
established  at  Hamburgh  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  Portuguese  ports 
on  the  western  coast  of  Africa  ;  it  is,  however,  well  known  that  the  house  of 
Santos  and  Monteiro,  established  at  Altona,  has  several  times  sent  ships  to  the 
ports  alluded  to.  The  last  expedition,  with  which  Mr.  Dos  Santos  sailed  him- 
self in  the  spring  of  this  year,  consisted  of  the  Danish  frigate  **  Vasco  de 
Gama''  (Captain  Soffgreen);  two  Danish  brigs,  **  Camo^Ti^"  (Captain  Pose- 
nann)>  and  "  Georgiana'*  (Captain  Reicbards) ;,  one  Dajiish  schooner,  '^Marioae, . 
Heloise"  (Captain's  name  unknown)  ;  and  a  Portuguese  schooner,  "  Sultana'* 
(Captain  Farria).  The  names  of  tliese  ships,  with  the  exception  of  the 
'* Esperanza,*  for  which  the  *^ Mariane  Heloise''  seems  to  have  been  substi- 
tuted, being  exactly  those  mentioned  in  Mr.  Ouseley's  Despatch,  and  the 
above-mentioned  ships  really  having  been  freighted  with  Manchester  and  Ger- 
man goods,  it  clearly  appears  that  again  Mr.  dos  Santos's  Altonian  expedition 
has  been  converted  into  slave-ships,  fitted  out  at  Hamburgh.  You  are  author- 
ized to  state  the  result  of  the  inquiry  to  which  Lord  Aberdeen  has  directed 
the  attention  of  the  Hamburgh  authorities,  &c. 


No.  98. 
*  TTie  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Colonel  Hodges. 

Sir,  Foreign  O^ce,  November  17,  1841. 

With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  between  this  office  and  Her 
Majesty's  Consulate  at  Hamburgh  respecting  the  Hamburgh  vessel  *^  houise,** 
tried  and  released  by  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce  at  Hamburgh  on  a  charge  of' 
having  been  engaged  in  Slave  Trade,  contrary  to  the  Convention  concluded  on 
the  9th  of  June,  1837,  between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Hamburgh,  for  sup- 
pressing the  Slave  Trade,  I  have  to  state  to  you,  that,  from  certain  expressions 
used  in  the  judgment,  and  from  other  parts  of  the  papers  on  this  case,  it  would 
seem  that  the  law  of  Hamburgh  in  cases  of  Slave  Trade  is  applicable  only  to 
vessels  having  slaves  actually  on  board,  and  not  to  vessels  fitted  out  for  tlie ' 
Slave  Trade ;  and  as,  if  such  be  the  case,  the  law  of  Hamburgh  would  not  be 
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applicable  to  the  6th  Article  of  the  Supplementary  Convention  concluded 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  on  the  22nd  March,  1837,  included  in  the 
before-mentioned  Convention  between  Grewt  Britain,  France,  and  Hamburgh, 
I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  represent  to  the  authorities  of  Hamburgh  that  it 
is  requisite  that  the  law  should  be  amended  in  this  respect,  in  order  that  the 
Convention  which  the  Hanse  Towns  have  concluded  with  Great  Britain  and 
France  for  the  suppression  of  Slave  Trade  may  be  duly  carried  into  etFect :  and 
you  will  request,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  Autho- 
rities of  Hamburgh  will  take  the  proper  steps  for  having  the  necessary  altera- 
tions made  in  the  law  accordingly. 

I  am,  &c. 
G.  L.  Hodges,  Esq.  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

8fc.    Sfc.    8fc. 


No.  99. 

Cohnel  Hodffes  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Hamburgh,  ])/mHfmher  83, 1841. 
My  Lmo),  {Reaeiwd  November  27.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spat^  of  the  17th  November,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  made  the  com- 
munication which  your  Lordship  therein  instructed  me  to  do  to  the  Senate  of 
this  city. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  LLOYD  HODGES. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  100. 

Mr.  Colquhaun  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Sl  James's  Place,  November  28,  1841. 
My  LofBD,  (Received .November^.) 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  two  letters  from  Mr. 
Hsurtung,  of  Hamburgh,  who  has  for  many  years  carried  on  a  trade  from  that 

{)ort  with  the  coast  of  Africa,  complaining  of  impediments  experienced  in  the 
awful  traffic  with  that  coast.  Mr.  Hartung,  on  leaving  London,  requested  I 
W(mld  a^n  address  your  Lordship  on  the  subject,  soliciting  your  Lordship's 
favourable  corisideration  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  letter  to  your 
Lordship,  as  Mr.  Hartung  is  desirous  of  prosecuting  this  trade  as  hitherto,  but 
freed  from  the  embarrassing  restraints  alluded  to  in  his  representation. 

1  need  not  again  advert  to  i£he  great  advantages  as  regards  the  civilization 
of  Africa  resulting  from  a  legitimate  trade,  and  which  has  ever  been  Mr. 
Hartung's  sole  object ;  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  protect  and  in  no  way  to  interrupt  innocent  traders 
of  foreign  nations  who  liave  voluntarily  entered  into  Slave  Trade  Abolition 
Treaties  from  any  impediments  to  their  lawful  commerce,  to  which  that  of  the 
Hanse  Towns  has  a  legitimate  claim  to  protection,  seeingthat  at  no  period  of 
their  history  were  their  citizens  ever  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  COLQUHOUN. 


The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T. 

4^.  ^^.  Sfc. 
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No.  101. 

The  Earl  ofAherdeen  to  Colonel  Hodges. 

Foreign  Office^  December  27,  1841. 
(Circular  asking  for  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade.) 

(See  No.  12.) 

No.  102. 

Colonel  Hodges  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Hamburgh^  December^,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  December  31.) 

In  reference  to  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  17th  November  last, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  therein  contained^  1  addressed  a  note  to 
the  Hamburgh  Government,  a  copy  of  which,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  Syndic 
Sieveking's  reply  to  it,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  Lordship's  in- 
formation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  LLOYD  HODGES. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen^  K.T. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  102. 
Colonel  Hodges  to  Mr^  Sieveking, 

Hamburgh,  November  23,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Charg6  d' Affaires  to  the 
Hanseatic  Republics,  has  the  honour  of  informing  his  Magnificence  Syndicus 
Sieveking  that  he  has  been  instructed  by  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  state,  with  reference  to  the  Hamburgh  vessel 
**  Louise j'*  tried  and  released  by  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce  at  Hamburgh,  on 
a  charge  of  having  been  engaged  in  Slave  Trade,  contrary  to  the  Convention 
concluded  on  the  9th  of  June,  1837,  between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ham- 
burgh, for  suppressing  the  Slave  Trade,  and  from  certain  expressions  used  in 
the  judgment,  and  from  other  parts  of  the  papers  in  this  case,  it  would  seem 
that  the  law  of  Hamburgh,  in  cases  of  Slave  Trade,  is  applicable  only  to  vessels 
having  slaves  actually  on  board,  and  not  to  vessels  fitted  out  for  the  Slave 
Trade;  and  as,  if  such  be  the  case,  the  law  of  Hamburgh  would  not  be  appli- 
cable to  the  6th  Article  of  the  Supplementary  Convention  concluded  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  on  the  22nd  of  March,  1833,  included  in  the 
before  mentioned  Convention  between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Hamburgh, 
the  Undersigned  is  desired  to  represent  to  the  Hamburgh  Government  that 
it  is  requisite  the  law  should  be  amended  in  this  respect,  in  order  that  the 
Convention  which  the  Hanse  Towns  have  concluded  with  Great  Britain  and 
France  for  the  Suppression  of  Slave  Trade  may  be  duly  carried  into  effect. 

And  the  Undersigned  is  instructed  to  request,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  that  the  authorities  of  Hamburgh  will  take  proper  steps  for  having 
the  necessary  alterations  made  in  the  law  accordingly. 

The  Undersigned  gladly  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his 
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Second  Encloeure  in  No.  102. 
M*  Sieveking  to  Colonel  Hodges. 

Hamburgh^  December  27,  184L 

The  Undersigned,  Syndic  of  Hamburgh,  has  the  honour  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  a  note,  dated  the  23rd  of  November,  in  which  Her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  Charge  d' Affaires,  in  the  supposition  that  the  law  of  Hamburgh 
is  not  applicable  to  vessels  fitted  out  for  the  Slave  Trade,  unless  having  slaves 
actually  on  board,  represents,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government*  the 
necessity  of  altering  the  law  so  as  to  become  applicable  to  the  6th  Article  of 
the  Supplementary  Convention  of  the  22nd  of  March,  1833,  acceded  to  by 
Hamburgh.  Though  it  might  appear  sufficient,  with  respect  to  the  above 
supposition,  to  refer  to  the  explicit  admission  in  the  judgment  given  by  the 
Tribunals  of  Commerce,  in  the  case  of  the  '^  Louise  j'  of  the  law's  applicability 
to  the  mere  fitting  out  of  vessels  for  the  Slave  Trade,  the  Undersigned  is  au- 
thorized to  state,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  first  unexpected  trial,  upon  the 
grounds  of  a  legislation  for  which  hitherto  no  practical  test  existed,  its  revision 
IS  contemplated  by  the  authorities. 

The  Undersigned  avails  himself  with  pleasure  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to 
Colonel  Hodges  the  assurances  of  his  sincere  regard  and  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  K.  SIEVEKING, 

Colonel  G.  Lloyd  Hodges, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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No.  103. 

FUeemnt  Faknerston  to  Lord  WtUiaai  Bmsett. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circalar  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentioe  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 


No.  104. 

Viscount  Palmertton  to  Lord  fFtlliam  Rustell. 

Foreign  Office,  Aprils,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 


No.  105. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  William  Russell. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 

Circular  relative  to  proposed  Instructions  to  Prussian  Functionaries  in  Slave- 
holding  Countries. 

(See  No.  3.) 


No.  106. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Baron  Sehleinitz. 

Foreign  Office,  August  24,  1841. 

Viscount  Palmerston  presents  his  compliments  to  Baron  Sehleinitz, 
and  has  the  honour  to  invite  Baron  Sehleinitz  to  meet  him  at  the  Foreign 
Office  to-morrow,  Wednesday,  at  two  o'clock,  in  order  to  continue,  in  concert 
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No.107. 

yhceunt  Paimerston  to  Baron  Schleinitz. 

Foreign  Office,  August  27,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  transmit  to  Baron  Schleinitz, 
&C.,.  two  copies  of  the  Draft  of  Treaty  between  the  Five  Powers  for  the  Sup- 
pression of  the  Slave  Trade,  containing  the  alterations  agreed  upon  at  the 
Conference  held  at  the  Foreign  Office  on  tie  25th  instant. 
Baron  Schleinitz, 
Sfc.    Sfc.    Sfe^. 


No.  108. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  G.  Hamilton. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  9.) 


No.  109. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Baron  Schleinitz. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  10.) 

No.  110. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  December  20,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  by  Her  Majesty's  com- 
mand, that  I  have  this  day  signed,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty,  with  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  their  Majesties  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
King  of  the  French,  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  a  Treaty  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  that  Treaty. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  Despatch  you  will  solicit  an  audience 
of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  which  you  will  express  to  his  Majesty 
the  high  gratification  which  Her  Majesty  feels  at  uniting  with  his  Majesty,  and 
other  great  Powers  of  Europe,  in  the  cause  of  mercy  and  of  justice,  by  a  league, 
the  sole  object  of  which  is  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  humanity. 

You  will  also  express  to  the  Prussian  Minister  the  warm  satisfaction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  having  been  enabled  to  follow  up  the  great,  the 
liberal,  and  humane  principles  recorded  in  the  declarations  of  the  principal 
powers  of  Europe  at  tne  congresses  of  Vienna  and  of  Verona,  by  concluding  a 
Treaty  for  the  beneficent  end  proposed  in  the  compact  signed  this  day. 

You  will,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  urge  the  Prussian 
Minister  to  have  the  Prussian  ratification  of  the  Treaty  prepared  and  trans- 
mitted to  London  without  delay,  in  order  to  its  being  exchanged  against  the 
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ratification  of  Her  Majesty  as  soon  as  possible  within  the  term  prescribed  by 
the  Treaty. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  TFesimorelandy 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  IIU 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  the  Earl  of  TVestmoreland. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  for  all  Laws  relating  to  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  12.) 
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No.  112. 

discount  Palmerston  to  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15, 1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 


No.  113. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 
(See  No.  2.) 

No.  114. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde. 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  May  8, 1841. 

I  HAVE  to  request  that  your  Excei.ency  will  ascertain  whether  Mr. 
Nyssen  is  the  Russian  Consul  at  Tunis. 

No.  115. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11, 1841. 
Circular  relative  to  instructions  to  Russian  functionaries  in  slave-holding  states. 

(See  No.  3.) 

No.  116. 

The  Hon.  J.  Bloomfield  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

St.  Petershurgh,  May  29,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  June  8.) 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
to  the  Marouis  of  Clanricarde  of  the  8th  instant,  I  have  inquired  of  Couot 
Class  C.  O 
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Nesselrode  if  Mr.  Nyssen  is  the  Russian  Consul  at  Tunis,  and  his  Excellency 
has  informed  me  that  Mr.  Nyssen  has  frequently  expressed  a  desire  to  obtain 
this  appointment,  but  that  he  has  not  yet  received  it. 

T  Have   &c 

(Signed)  J.  A.D.  BLOOMFIELD. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Paltnerston^  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  117. 

J^e  Hon.  J.  A.  D.  Bloomfield  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

St.  Petersburgh,  May  31,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  June  14.) 

In  obiedience  to  the  instructions  conveyed  in  your  Lordsliip's  Despatch 
to  the  IMarquis  of  Clanricarde  of  the  1 1th  May,  I  have  this  day  addressed  a  note 
to  Count  Nesselrode,  embodying  the  contents  of  that  Despatch. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  A.  D.  BLOOMFIELD. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.y 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No,  118. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Baron  Brunnow. 

Foreign  Office,  August  24,  1841. 
Viscount  Palmerston  presents  his  compliments  to  Baron  Brunnow, 
and  has  the  honour  to  invite  Baron  Brunnow  to  meet  him  at  the  Foreign  Office 
to-morrow  (Wednesday),  at  two  o'clock,  in  order  to  continue,  in  concert  with 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Austria,  France,  and  Prussia,  the  negotiations  for  a 
Treaty  between  the  Five  Great  Powers  of  Europe  upon  Slave  Trade. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Brunnow, 
S^c.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  119.  . 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Baron  Brunnow. 

Foreign  Office,  August  27,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  transmit  to  Baron  Brunnow, 
&c.,  two  copies  of  the  Draft  of  Treaty  between  the  Five  Powers  for  the  sup^ 
pression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  containing  the  alterations  agreed  upon  at  the  con- 
ference held  at  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  25th  instant. 

The  Undersigned,  &c., 


His  Excellency  Baron  Brunnow, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 


No.  120. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Bloomfield. 
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No.  121. 
The  Earl  t^  Aberdeen  to  Baron  Brunnow. 

Foreign  Office^  November  12,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

•     (See  No.  10.) 

No.  122. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay* 

Mt  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  December  20,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  by  Her  Majesty's  com- 
mand, that  I  have  this  day  signed,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty,  with  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  their  Majesties  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
the  King  of  the  French,  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  a  Treaty  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  that  Treaty. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  Despatch  you  will  solicit  an  audience  of 
His  Majesty  the  Emperor  or  Russia,  in  which  you  will  express  to  His  Majesty 
the  high  gratification  which  Her  Majesty  feels  at  uniting  with  His  Majesty, 
and  other  great  Powers  of  Europe,  in  the  cause  of  mercy  and  of  justice,  by  a 
league  the  sole  objectof  which  is  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  humanity. 

You  will  also  express  to  the  Russian  Minister  the  warm  satisfaction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  having  been  enabled  to  follow  up  the  great»  the  liberal, 
and  humane  principles  recorded  in  the  declarations  of  the  principal  Powers  of 
Europe  at  the  Congresses  of  Vienna  and  of  Verona,  by  concluding  a  Treaty  for 
the  beneficent  end  proposed  in  the  compact  signed  this  day. 

You  will,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  urge  the  Russian  Minister 
to,  have  the  Russian  Ratification  of  the  Treaty  prepared  and  transmitted  to 
London  without  delay,  in  order  to  its  being  exchanged  against  the  Ratificatiom 
of  JHer  Majesty  as  soon  as  possible  within  the  term  prescribed  by  the  Treaty. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)        ABERDEEN. 
His  JExceUeney  Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay^  G.C.B., 
Spc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

No.  123. 

The  Eatl  of  Aberdeen  to  Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841.  ^ 
Circular  for  all  Laws  upon  Slave  Trade. 
(See  No.  12.) 
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No.  124. 
Viseount  Palmerston  to  the  Hon.  R.  Abercrombtf. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 


No.  125. 

Viscmnt  Palmerston  to  the  Hon.  R.  Abercromby. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22, 1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti» 
(See  No.  2.) 

No.  126. 
The  Hon*  R.  Abercremby  to  Viscount  Palmerston, 

Turin,  April  28,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  May  5.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch,  dated  16th  of  April,  1841,  transmitting  to  me  two  copies  of  a  Con^ 
-vention  signed  on  the  24th  of  May,  1839,  at  Buenos  Ayres,  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Argentine  Confederation,  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of 
Jhe  trade  in  slaves. 

I  have  to  express  to  your  Lordship  my  thanks  for  the  communication  of  these 
Papers. 

X  have  &c 
(Signed)  R.  ABERCROMBY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  127. 

The  Hon.  R.  Abercromby  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. 

Turin,  April  29,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  May  5.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  your  Lord- 
ship's Despatch,  dated  22nd  instant,  transmitting  to  me  two  copies  of  a  Conven- 
tion signed  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1839,  at  Port  au  Prince,  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Republic  of  Hayti»  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the 
trade  in  slaves. 

1  have  to  express  to  your  Lordship  my  thanks  for  the  communication  of  these 
papers^ 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  R.  ABERCROMBY. 

The  Right  Hon*  FUeouni  Palmerston,  G.CB., 
Sfc.  Sfc,  8(0. 
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No.  128, 

Viscaunt  Pahnertton  to  Mr.  Abercromhy. 

Foreign  Office,  May  U,  1841. 

Circular  as  to  proposed  Instructions  to  Sardinian  Functionaries  in  Slave-holding 

Cfnmtries. 

(See  No.  3.) 


No.  129. 

The  Hon.  R.  Ahercromhy  to  F'iscount  Palmerstofi. 

Turin,  May  29,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  June  7.) 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  on  the  27th  instant  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch, dated  the  11th  instant,  transmitting  to  me  Copy  of  a  Circular  Letter 
and  its  Enclosure,  addressed  by  Her  Majesty's  GorernmeHt  to  all  British  func- 
tionaries residing  in  slave-holding  countries  on  the  subject  of  their  maintaining 
slaves,  and  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in  v^hich  slave  property  is  concerned ; 
and  instructing  me  to  address  a  Note  to  the  Government  of  His  Sardinian 
Majesty  upon  this  subject,  inviting  Count  Solar  de  la  Marguerite  to  give,  in 
the  name  of  his  Government,  to  all  Sardinian  Agents  instructions  similar  to 
those  addressed  to  all  British  functionaries. 

I  have  consequently  addressed  to  Count  Solar  de  la  Marguerite  a  Note, 
a  copy  of  whicn  J  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your 
Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  ABERCROMBY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  O.CB.f 
8^0.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  129. 

The  Hon.  R.  Abercromby  to  Count  Solar  de  la  Marguerite. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  he  has 
recrived  from  Viscount  Palmerston,  has  the  honour  to  submit  to  Count  Solar 
de  la  Marguerite,  &c.,  copy  of  a  Circular  Letter,  together  with  its  Enclo- 
sure,  addressed  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  to  all  British  func- 
tioaaries  in  slave-holding  countries,  in  consequence  of  information  having  been 
received  that  persons  appointed  by  European  Governments  to  reside  as  Mi- 
nisters or  Consuls,  or  Agents  in  slave-holding  countries^  are  sometimes  in  the 
habit  of  hiring  and  maintaining  slaves,  aud  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in 
wbieb  slave- property  is  concerned* 

Count  Solar  de  la  Marguerite  will,  the  Undersigned  feels  confident,  at  once 
perceive  that  such  practices  on  the  part  of  the  functionaries  in  question  give 
an  indirect  sanction  to  slavery,  and  appear  to  countenance  measures  which 
tend  to  create  a  demand  for  slaves. 

To  suppress  by  every  means  a  traffic  so  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  humanity 
cannot  tail  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Government  of  His  Sardinian  Majesty.  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  considers  it  very  important  that  the  opinion 
of  His  Sardinian  Majesty's  Government  should  be  expressed  upon  this  subject 
iA  such  a  manuer  as  to  aflford  an  additional  discouragement  to  the  Slave  Trade ; 
and  the  Undersigned  in  consequence  has  been  instructed,  when  communicating 
to  Count  Solar  de  la  Marguerite  the  Circular  Letter  herein  enclosed,  addressed 
tp  all  British  functionaries  in  slave-holding  countries,  to  invite  the  Government 
of  His  Sardinian  Majesty  to  address  to  its  Agents  in  such  countries  instructions 
similar  to  those  now  given  to  all  functionaries  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 

In  transmitting  to  Count  Solar  de  la  Marguerite  this  invitation,  the  Under- 
signed confident^  anticipates  the  ready  concurrence  of  His  Sardinian  Majesty's 
Government  in  a  course  so  well  calculated  to  discourage  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
which  must  furnish  an  additional  proof  of  the  earnest  desire  of  His  Sardinian 
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Majesty  to  co-operate  with  Her  Brkannie  Majesty  in  effectually  suppressing 
this  inhuman  commerce. 

(Signed)  R.  ABERCROMBY. 

Count  Solar  de  la  Margueritey 
8fc.        8ft:.        8fc. 

No.  130. 

Count  PoUon  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

11,  Gro^venor  Street^  le  2  Juillet,  1841. 
(Received  July  3.) 

En  execution  des  ordres  de  sa  Cour,  le  Soussign^,  Envoy6  Extraordi- 
naire et  Ministre  Plfenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majestfe  Sarde,  a  eu  I'honneur,  par  son 
office  du  29  Septembre  dernier,  d'adresser  une  reclamation  a  son  Excellence 
Monsieur  le  Vicomte  Palmerston,  Principal  Secrfetaire  d'Etat  pour  les  Affaires 
Etrangeres  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique,  par  rapport  au  traitement  arbitraire 
que  le  Capitaioe  Quin,  commandant  le  brik  de  guerre  de  Sa  Majestfe  Britan- 
nique "  Le  Persian,"  a  fait  4prouver  au  gchooner  SarSe  "  La  Furick^*  sur  k. . 
cote  du  Cap  Coasts 

Dans  le  sus-dit  office  le  Souasigna  a  eu  Thonneur  d'exposer  a  sodl  Excellence 
les  circonstances  importantes^  qui  ^tablissoient  d'une  masiere  irr^usable  que 
les  papicrs  et  la  cargaison  du  schooner  Sarde  etoient  parfaitement  en  regie,  et 

2ue  cela  avoit  ete  reconnu  par  le  relachement  de  ce  navke  par  le  Capitaine 
Juin,  apr^s  une  visite  minutjeuse  et  rendue  extrSmement  vexatoire  par  les 
moycDs  violens  avec  lesquels  elle  a  ete  execute. 

Depuis  que  le  Soussignfe  a  eu  Vhonneur  de  faire  cette  communication  a  soa 
Excellence  Mon5ieur  le  Vicomte  Palmerston,  le  Gouvernement  Sarde  a  re^u, 
sur  le  traitement  fait  au  schooner  Sarde  et  sur  les  dommages  qui  en  sont 
resultfes  pour  les  proprifetaires  de  sa  cargaison,  de  plus  am  pies  details  qu'il  est 
enjoint  au  Soussign6  de  porter  a  la  connoissance  de  sa  Seigneurie,  dans  le 
double  butde  garantir  a  Tavenir  le  commerce  Sarde  contre  le  renouvellement 
de  semblables  actes  d'oppression,  et  d'obtenir  du  Gouvernement  de  Sa  Ma- 
jestfe  Britannique,  en  faveur  des  propriMaires  et  armateurs  du  schooner  Sarde, 
conformement  aux  dispositions  de  I'Article  IX.  de  la  Convention  de  Paris  du 
22  Mars,  1833,  tels  dfedommagements  qui,  apres  un  mur  et  Equitable  examen 
des  circonstances,  seront  juges  leur  etre  dus. 

A  cet  effet  le  Soussigne  a  I'honneur  de  transmettre  ci-joint  a  son  Excellence 
Monsieur  le  Vicomte  Palmerston  la  copie  authentique  des  depositions  faites 
a  cet  fegard  devant  le  Consul  de  Sardaigne  a  Bahia,  par  le  capitaine  et  trois 
hommes  de  Tfequipage  du  "  Furia^'  conformement  aux  dispositions  de  FArticle 
IX.  de  la  Convention  du  22  Mars,  1833. 

II  rfesulte  du  contenu  de  cette  piece — 

Y.  Qu'en  contravention  aux  dispositions  de  ^Article  VI.  de  la  Convention 
du  30  Novembre,  1831,  le  commandant  du  brik  *-*  Persian  **  n'a  pas  montr6  au 
capitaine  du  schooner  *^ Furia''  lea  ordres  spfeciaux  quilui  conferoient  le  droit 
exceptionnel  de  le  visiter,  et  qu'au  m6pris  des  dispositions  de  TArticIe  1"  des 
instructions  pour  les  croiseurs  en  date  du  22  Mars,  1833,  le  schooner  "  Furia'' 
n*a  pas  6tfe  remis  immfediatement  en  liberty  apres  que  Texamen  de  ses  papiers 
et  de-sa  cargaison,  qui  nc  contenoit  aucun  des  objets  specifies  dans  TArticle  VI. 
de  la  Convention  supplfementaire  du  22  Mars,  1833,  cut  fait  connoitre  que  ses 
expeditions  fetaient  rfegulieres,  et  que  son  commerce  fetoit  licite. 

3°.  Que  nonobstant  Fabsence  de  toute  preuve  criminatoire,  aprSs  la  visite 
effi?ctuee  par  le  commandant  du  brik  **  Persian,"  cet  officier  a  non  seulement 
enfreint  les  stipulations  qui  lui  enjoignoient  de  remettre  le  schooner  Sarde  en 
liberte,  mais  qu*au  mfepris  de  I'Article  IV.  du  TraitS  conclu  &  Turin  le  4  Aodt, 
1834,  entre  Sa  Majestfe  Sarde  et  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  qui  prescrit 
que  tons  les  navires  sous  pavilion  Sarde  arretes  e.  execution  des  Conventions 
du  80  Novembre,  1831,  et  du  22  Mars,  1833,  seront  conduits  et  remis  dans  le 
port  de  Genes,  il  avoit  deja  fait  des  dispositions  pour  que  le  schooner  Sarde 
Tut  conduit  a  Sierra  Leone,  et  avait  menacfe  le  capitaine  de  ce  navire  de  jeter 
inhumainement  tout  son  Equipage  sur  cette  cote  insalubre. 

3^.  Que  Tirregularite  et  la  violence  avec  la  quelle  la  visite  a  6tj^  opferee  par 
les  Regres  employes  a  cet  office  a  caus6  au  capitaine  et  aux  armateurs  du 
schooner  "  Fiiria''  les  pertcs  fenumerfees  dans  les  depositions,  ci-jointes,  for- 
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mant  une  valear  totale  de  dollars  3814 ;  76,  doot  ils  rtclanent  le  4kAjnC 
magement 

En  soumettant  le  contenu  de  la  pi^ente  Note  a  son  Excellence  Moosteur 
leVicomte  Palmerston,  le  Soussign^  vient  rftclamer  avcc  instance  sa  bienveit- 
lante  et  prompte  intervention  pour  qn*une  enquete  soit  instituee  sans  delai 
afin  de  verifier  les  faits  qu'it  y  a  d6tailles ;  et  si,  conime  il  n'en  doute  pas,  ils 
sont  constates,  il  s'en  rapporte  avec  confiance  a  Tesprit  de  justice  qui  carac* 
tferise  le  Gouvernement  Britanniquc,  pour  qu'on  accorde  aux  armateurs  dtt 
schooner Sarde  **  Furia*  les  d^dommagements  qui  leur  sont  dus. 

lie  Sou8sign6  saisit  avec  empressement  cette  occasion  pour  renouveler  & 
son  Excellence  Monsieur  le  Principal  Secretaire  d'Etat  les  assurances  de  sa 
plus  haute  consideration. 

(Sign*)  POLLON. 

A  son  Ejeceiience  le  Vicomte  Palmer^tmi,  G^CM., 
8f€.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  130. 


L*Anno  del  Signore  mille  ottocento  quaranto,  il  giorno  vent*  uno  del 
mese  di  Settembre  alle  ore  dieci  antimeridiane,  nanti  noi  Antonio  Giuseppe 
Armando,  Vice-Console  di  Sua  Maesta  Sarda  nella  provincia  di  San  Salva- 
tore,  alia  residenza  di  Babia, 

£  personalmente  comparso  il  Capitano  Angelo  Torre,  commandante  la 
goletta  naziooale  "jFwrio,"  proveniente  dalle  Coste  d'Africa,  in  commercio 
lecito,  attualmente  ancorata  in  qnesto  porto,  il  quale,  previo  prestato  giura- 
mento  di  dire  la  pura  verita,  espone  quanto  segue : — 

II  giomo  20  Giugno,  1840,  alle  5  ajm.  sifece  vela  dalla  Rada  di  Mina 
(costa  di  Guinnea),  per  andare  ad  ancorare  su  quella  di  Capo  Coast,  il  vento 
Boffiava  leggiero  dal  sud,  il  cielo  coperto ;  alle  7^  si  diede  fondo  di  fronte 
al  forte  Inglese,  in  9  braccia  d'  acqua. 

Poco  dopo  fondati,  venne  una  canoa  a  bordo  battendo  bandiera  Inglese, 
inviata  dal  commandante  del  forte  per  sapere  la  nostra  provenienza:  profittai 
della  medesima  per  audare  a  terra  assieme  al  mio  pratico  M anoel  tioaquim 
da  Costa,  per  trattare  la  vendita  del  mio  carico;  visitando  qualche  nego- 
ziante  di  Capo  Coast  conobbi  cbe  nulla  potera  vendere  cbe  mi  convenisse, 
e  gik  mi  disponeva  per  audarmene  a  bordo  quando  verso  le  quattro  pome- 
lidiane  comparve  alia  vista  un  brigantino  da  guerra  Inglese  che  tutti  dicevano 
essere  il  "  Persian,"  commandante  W.  H.  Quin.  Desideroso  di  essere  visitato 
piA  in  questo  porto  della  costa  cbe  in  altri  a  causa  di  essere  colonia  Inglese 
e  per  cesi  far  oonoscere  cbe  lo  non  mi  dirigera  se  non  che  ib  libero  com- 
meroio,  mi  decisi  d'attendere  sino  sJF  indomanL  Verso  le  sei  pomeridiane  il 
brigantiiio  suddetto  amord  suUa  rada  di  Capo  Coast  non  lungi  dalla  barca  da 
JDe  coHmandata« 

Il  giomo  21  detto,  cielo  caliginoso,  vento  poco  dal  sud,  verso  le  9  del  mat- 
tino,  mi  recai  abordo  ove  trovai  due  ufficiali  del  brik  *'  Persian"  e  piii  soldati 
armati  che,  a  quanto  mi  disse  il  mio  secondo,  vi  erano  venuti  fine  dal  giorno 
avanti  e  rimasti  tutta  la  notte.  Non  tardo  molto  al  mio  arrivo  di  venire 
abordo  il  Commandante  Quin  cbe  mi  chiese  le  carte  di  bordo  e  dopo  di 
averle  esaminate  le  diede  a  custodire  a  un  suo.  Ufficiale  dicendomi^che 
volera  visitare  il  carica  Nod  mi  opposi  e  gia  ordinava  al  mio  equipaggio  di 
mettersi  all'  opera  per  cio  cseguire,  ma  mi  fii  vietato  di  nulla  fave  dicendomi 
che  fra  poco  verrebbe  dal  suo  bordo  gente  a  cio  dedicata.  Cio  detto  imbar- 
cossi  nel  suo  canotto  et  ando  a  terra;  comparve  quindi  infatti  dopo  pochi 
minuti  una  ventina  di  neri  S  principiarono  a  rivolgere  il  carico  con  tutta  la 
massima  mala  maniera  possibile ;  a  nulla  riguardavano  basta  che  gettassero 
merci  in  coperta,  poco  loro  importava  che  si  rompessero  o  danneggiassero ; 
mi  laguai  di  cio  coll*  ufficialita  facendo  loro  osservare  che  mi  avevano  gia  rotto 
una  boona  porsuone  di  damegiane,  rovinata  attra  porzione  di  roUi  di  tabacco 
con  farvi  grandi  bucbi  con  piedi  di  porco  e  stracciando  la  cappa-;  le  mie 
laguanze  furono  poco  intese  perche  continuarono  sempre  a  fur  lo  stesso,  smziy 
avendo  trovato  10  casse  di  corallo^  le  gettarono  di  slaurio  in  coperta  e  con  dis- 
petto,  di  modo  che  battendo  sopra  la  detta  coperta  si  sconqoassavano  e  si  rom- 
pevano.  In  fine  dopo  che  tutta  era  imzombra  la  coperta  di  merci  e  scoperta 
fioo  al  piano  inferiore  la  stiva  del  barco  e  nulla  avendo  trovato  che  potesse  rea- 
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dere  il  barco  sospetto  giacch^  in  effetto,  nulla  es  isteva  se  non  che  il  puro 
caricoy  allora  incominciossi  a  rivolgere  alia  camera ;  quattro  di  quei  nianigoldi 
di  nevi  che  visitarono  il  carico  (forse  scelti  fra  i  peggiori)  ftirono  deslinali  a  tal 
yisita ;  V  impossibile  ad  esprimere  con  quanta  mala  maniera  si  dedicassero  a 
compiere  il  loro  officio ;  cominciarono  dal  mio  camerotto  e  quante  carte,  libri, 
conti  e  quaderni  si  trovarono  in  una  scrivania  fu  tutto  senza  distinzione  gettato 
in  mezzo  del  suolo  della  camera  non  badando  che  si  stracciasse,  rovinasse,  anzi 
procurarono  di  stropicciare  carte  e  libri  per  cio  ottenere ;  trovarono  ancora  neHa 
medesima  scrivania  un  centinajo  di  collonati,  diverse  monete  del  Brasile  e  due 
scatole  contenenti  orologi>  cordoni,  bottoni  d'oro  di  mia  spettanza  ed  uso  parti- 
colare ;  il  tutto  fu  gettato  a  terra  senza  piu  attenzione  del'  altro ;  dall'  altra  parte 
si  vuotavano  i  pagliacci  e  misturavano  lafoglia  con  carte,  conte,  ed  altri  strac- 
ciavano  i  materassi  a  vece  di  scucirli  e  visitarii ;  in  fine  troppo  lungo  sarebbe  il 
descrivere  minntamente  tutto  cio  che  praticarono  d'insolenzec  e  vessazioni ;  mi 
lagnai  altra  volta  e  gli  uffiziali  che  si  trovavano  presenti  e  che  riguardavano  con 
occhio  indifferente  tutto  cio  che  passava,  ripresero  alquanto  i  neri,  ma  ordini 
anteriori  bisognava  che  fossero  dati,  giacch6  continuarono  a  far  lostesso.  Quando 
tutto  fu  cosi  rivolto  senza  nemmeno  toccare  una  carta  per  leggerla,  si  aspetto  il 
Commandante  Quin  che  giunse  verso  le  quattro  pomendiane  accompagnato  dal 
siio  commissario,  il  quale^  dopo  avere  dato  un  leggiero  sguardo  si  al  carico  che 
alia  camera,  ordino  che  fossero  ammassate  tutte  le  carte  che  si  trovavano  spar- 
pagliate  sul  suolo  di  quest'  ultima,  e  nel  medesimo  tempo  si  rivolse  a  me  dicen- 
domi  se  nel  caso  mi  prendesse  il  barco^  qualche  danno  mi  avrebbe  pagato.  Gli 
risposi  che  non  sapera  come  cio  potesse  praticare,  se  non  che  abusando  del 
potere  della  forza  ma  che  in  tal  caso  sarebbe  il  Governo  Inglese  che  pagherebbe : 
Soggiunse  il  Commandante  Quin  che  il  mio  barco  era  sospetto  e  che  impossibile 
era  ancora  che  un  barco  fino  e  di'  tal  classe  potesse  dedicarsi  al  commercio 
lecito  soltanto,  e  che  per  consequenza  mi  avrebbe  mandato  a  Terra  Leone. 
Gli  domandai  allora  cosa  mi  trovava  abordo  che  gli  potesse  dare  il  diritto  di 
cio  praticare ;  esito  un  poco  avanti  di  rispondermi,  al  fine  disse  che  il  mio 
carico  era  in  contrabanao.  Ripresi  io,  che  non  sapera  come  un  carico  di 
tabacco  ed  acquavita  potesse  essere  in  contrabando  tanto  piA  venendo  acCom- 
pagnato  da  un  manifesto,  qual  manifesto,  oltre  essere  fatto  e  firmato  dal  mio 
consignatario  in  Bahia,  era  ancora  legallizzato  dal  mio  console  e  visato  dal 
Console  Inglese.  Mi  rispose  che  bastava  essere  prodotto  del  Brasile  per  essere 
in  contrabando,  ma  che  poi  quella  non  era  sola  la  causa ;  ordini  particolari 
del  suo  Goveruo  gli  davano  il  diritto  di  cio  fare  e  che  era  deciso  di  mandarroi 
a  Terra  Leone  onde  colk  sarei  giudicato  dalla  commission e  mista  e  che  se  mi 
avessero  trovato  assolvibile,  I'avrebbero  fatto.  Gli  feci  allora  osservare  che 
non  potera  mandarmi  a  Terra  Leone  senza  violare  il  trattato  sottoscritto  in 
Torino  dai  Plenipotenziari  Sardi,  Francesi  ed  Inglesi,  18  Agosto,  1834,  e  18 
Dicembre  dello  stesso  anno  concemente  la  repressione  della  Tratta  dei  Negri, 
e  che  TArticolo  4"*  di  detto  Trattato,  molto  chiaro  parlava  a  tal  proposito,  e  che 
in  virtii  di  cio  non  poteva  se  non  che  mandarmi  a  Genova  per  coR  essere  giu- 
dicato dal  mio  Governo.  A  tutto  questo  mi  fu  risporto  che  non  conosceva 
Trattato  nessuno,  e  che  non  avera  nessura  responsabiiitiL  eche  per  cio  mi 
avrebbe  mandato  a  Terra  Leone. 

Vedendo  io  allora  che  mon  voleva  ragione  e  che  bisognava  cedere  al  potere 
della  forza  dissi  al  Commandante  Quin  che  mi  protestavo  di  danni,  spere,  in- 
teressi  che  causar  poteva  al  carico  ed  al  Barco  e  che  mi  riservava  al  mio  prime— 
approdo  in  parti  ove  esistessero  autoritk  Consolari  a  cio  far  presente  Toccorso  e 
rendere  maggiormente  piu  valida  la  mia  protesta;  mi  rispose  che  potevo  fare 
tutto  cio  che  voleva,  che  poco  gli  importava.  Rivolgendosi  poi  ai  due  Ufficiali 
che  assistirono  alia  visita,  si  fece  consegnare  tutte  le  carte  che  avevano  ramas- 
sate  nella  Camera  e,  parlando  loro  a  parte,  dopo  pochi  minuti  parti.  Si  tosto 
partito  il  Commandante  che  principiavono  a  gettare  a  basso  le  merci  che  erano 
m  coperta  nella  medesima  maniera  che  erano  state  poste  sopra ;  tutte  le  pro- 
viggioni  erano  state  messe  pure  in  coperta  e  vi  rimaneva  ancore  le  10  casse  co- 
rallo  :  ffia  era  mezza  notte.  e  non  ai  trattava  di  levare  tutto  ci6  nel  mentre  che 
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tere  le  proviate  abasso  dal  mio  equipaggio :  due  bariti  si  vino  si  trovarono  vuoti 

ed  altre  proviggioni  decimate.     Nei  meatre  che  si  noettevano  abbasso  i  soldati 

ed  i  nevi  gettarono  nella  camera  le  casse  coralli  religandole  e  accommodaudole 

alia  meglio  perche  erano  tutte  rovinate  stante  la  mala  maniera  che  erano  state 

gettale  ia  coperta.    Tutto  ad  un  tralto  mi  giro,  e  veda  un  officiale  che  aveva  un 

]aas80  di  corallo  nelle  mani,  le  domandai  dove  I'avevo  preso,  mi  disse  nelle  mani 

di  un  nero  ma  che  non  I'aveva  potuto  conoscere  per  farto  castigare  :  mi  parve 

un  p6  strano  prendere  dalle  mani  di  un  altro  un  oggetto  e  non  conoscerlo^  ma  , 

era  un  autorita,  mi  tono  tacere.     Si  passo  tutta  la  notte  con  gran  confusione 

d'equipaggio  del  brik  "  Persian^"  che  andava  e  veniva.    Non  potevo  conoscere 

la  causa^  ma  la  conobbi  bene  al  indomani. 

II  giorno  22  detto,  alia  mattina  appena  alzato  dal  letto,  feci  visitare  una  pipa 
vino  e  una  acquavita  clie  erano  rimaste  in  coperta  e  le  trovai  tutte  due  man* 
canti  piu  della  metk  fit  allora  che  conobbi  Tandar  e  vieni  della  notte  scorsa. 
Fino  alle  due  p.m.  non  vi  fit  novita :  si  aspettava  il  Commandante  Quin  che  ve- 
nisse  di  terra  mentre  qualcbe  aoldato  visitava  sempre  nella  camera  e  in  tutti  i 
renconi.  Comparve  alfine  il  commandante  e  dopo  aver  partato  con  i  due  ufficiali 
ebe  erano  rimasti  a  bordo,  si  rivolse  a  me  e  mi  disse  che  aveva  ancora  benpen- 
sato  sul  proposito  di  mandarmi  a  Terra  Leone  e  che  aveva  deciso  per  cio  che 
le  consegnassi  le  armi  che  avevo  a  bordo  come  pure  il  danaro ;  nel  medesimo 
tempo  ordini  al  mio  equipaggio  che  portasse  tutta  la  sua  roba  in  coperta  e  cbe 
si  tenessero  pronti  per  passare  a  bordo  del  suo  brik.  Gli  dimandai  per  qual  mo- 
tivo  mi  levava  il  mio  equipaggio,  mi  rispose  che  cosi  era  il  costume  e  che  solo 
mi  avrebbe  accompagnato  il  mio  dispensiere  il  rimanente  sarebbe  messo  a  terra 
nel  primo  porto  della  costa  che  avesse  approdato.  Lo  pregai  allora  a  non  volere 
praticare  simile  barbarita  giacch^  avrebbe  senz'  altro  causato  la  morte  a  tutto  il 
mio  equipaggio,  mettendolo  a  terra  privo  di  tutti  i  mezzi  di  sussistenza,  e  in 
costa  infetta  dair  aria  mal  sana,  che  poco  vi  resisterano  perfino  quel  pochi 
Europei  che  avevano  le  maggior  cure  :  furono  inutili  le  mie  preghiere :  infles- 
sibile  non  mi  rispondera  se  non  che  per  negarmi  cio  che  gli  domandava.  Discese 
il  Commandante  Quin  nella  camera  e  dissemi  che  gli  consegnasse  il  denaro : 
avevo  ^ia  venduto  al  Castel  di  Mina  800  circa  rolli  di  tabacco  e  qualche  pipa 
acquavita ;  il  prodotto  era  la  maggior  parte  in  oro  in  polvere  ancora  non  chiuso 
ed  in  vasi  di  porcellana,  lo  misi  sopra  la  tavola  e  glieto  consegnai  protestandomi 
di  bel  nuovoy  nel  mentre  il  Commandante  Quin  senza  pur  badare  alle  mie  pa- 
role, ordino  che  si  facesse  altra  visita.  Tralasciero  d'esprimere  le^vessazioni  ed 
abusi  che  commisero  in  cio  eseguire :  dei  mastri  d'ascia  furono  mandati  a  pren- 
dere abordo  del  "Persian :"  si  tostogiunti  cominciarono  a  visitare  le  Pareti  forarle 
o  scavessarle  quando  tutto  fii  in  ordine  il  Commandante  sali  in  coperta  ed  ordino 
che  fosse  imbarcata  in  una  lancia  tutta  la  roba  del  mio  equipaggio  ed  im- 
barcandosi  esso  pure  ando  al  suo  bordo  lasciando  I'oro  e  Taltro  denaro  tutto 
aperto  sopra  la  tavola  ed  alia  poca  discrezione  de  suoi  agenti.  Verso  le  4  po- 
meridiane  il  Commandante  Quin  mi  mando  a  prendere  in  una  sua  imbarcazione, 
e  fui  condotto  a  bordo  de  brik :  La  altro  esame  ebbe  luogo  e  nuove  qnestioni 
sul  Dostro  trattato.  Voleva  il  Commandante  appigliarsi  dicendo  cbe  avevo 
200  damigiane  vuote  e  cbe  il  nostro  trattato  vietava  di  portare  qualunque  dia 
sorta  di  oggetto  che  capace  fosse  contenere  acqua.  Gli  feci  osservare  che  lo 
damigiane  erano  per  riempire  d'acquavita  e  che  inoltre,  in  virtii  del  medesimo 
trattato,  era  perfettamente  in  regola,  avendo  un  manifesto  della  dogana  di 
Babia  che  dichiarava  tutto  cio  cbe  portavo  a  bordo.  Molte  furono  ancora  le 
questioni :  in  fine  mi  disse  che  prendessi  le  mie  carte  e  cbe  mi  lasciava  libero, 
e  che  inoltre,  mi  attendeva  a  pranzo  con  esso.  Accettai  per  politica,  ma  si  pud 
immaginare  con  qual  cuore,  dopo  essere  cosi  barbaramente  trattato.  Andai  a 
bordo  riportando  la  robu  dei  marinari  con  me  mentre  ritornai  dopo  poco  per pran- 
zare  con  il  Commandante  Quin,  essendovi  anche  il  Governatore  di  Capo  Coast 
Ritornai  al  mio  bordo  che  il  cielo  cominciava  a  imbrunire,  mentre  il  Command- 
ante  Quin  sospendera  I'ancora  per  mettersi  alia  vela :  mi  venne  in  mente  di  far 
fare  una  visita  per  vedere  se  mancava  nulla  a  bordo  avendo  ben  a  sospettare 
l^tante  la  costemazione  in  che  ci  avevano  messi  durante  i  tre  giorni  che  si 
rimase  arrestati,  ma  la  prossima  notte  non  Ip  permise  e  si  &  ri messo  per  I'in- 
domani. 

II  giorno  23  detto,  appena  giorno,  abbiamo  fatto  vela  e  siamo  aadati  a  fondare 
a  Annobon.  La  giunti  alle  8  di  mattina  si  ^  proceduto  a  una  visita  generale  e 
si  trovo  una  cassa  corallo,  No.  4,  che  non  teneva  17  massi  del  peso  totale  di 
24|lb.  peso  del  Brasile;  si  estimo  il  danno  avisto  nelle  proviste  di  bordo  e  si 
calcolo  ascendere  a  ^  125 :  avendo  pure  pesato  Toro  in  polvere  che  aveva  cop=>  t 
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segnatx>  al  Connnandante  Qain,  e  che  lo  stessOi  senza  preudersi  cura,  lo  lascio 
alia  discreEiooe  degli  uificiali,  neri,  e  marinarj  che  mi  aveva  messo  a  bordo,  lo 
tTOvai  mancante  4  oiicie  c  f . 

lUustrissimo  Signore,  questo  i  quanto  occorse  in  qoesti  tre  giomi  credo  anche 
necessario  farle  08seTy«*e  die  durante  la  mio  permanenza  Tango  la  costa  di 
GuinQea  ebbi  a  soffrire  ancora  tre  vi&ite  tutte  da  diversi  Barchi  di  Sua  Maesta 
Britannica  una  fra  le  quali  in  Accra  dal  Commandante  Horrok.  II  6  Gnglio 
mentre  mi  trovava  ammalato  in  terra,  e  senza  avere  riguardo  al  mio  stato, 
hanno  voluto  che  mi  recassi  a  bordo^  cosa  che  altero  molto  la  mia  salute  e  mi 
condu69e  suir  orlo  delta  sepoltura ;  e  ancora  da  rimarcarsi  che  nella  visrta  clie 
ho  avuto  in  seguito  della  prima,  quantunque  i  Barchi  fossero  diversi,  ^mne 
sempre  a  bordo  per  visitarmi  il  medesimo  ufficiale  che  era  col  Commandante 
Qum  all'  epoca  della  prima  yisita  che,  da  quanto  ricordo,  chiamavasi  Horrok. 
In  tutte  le  visite  hanno  violato  TArticolo  6  della  Gonvenzione  per  la  ripressione 
dei  Neri,  che  in  seguito  (come  rimarchera  dal  mio  Giornale  di  Bordo)  il  discarioo 
del  barco  ha  permesso  di  ccmoscere  il  danno  sofferto  mi  rolli-^tdbacco  e  nelle 
damigiane ;  trovai  rotte  44  di  quest'  ultime,  e  rovinati,  a  causa  della  mak 
maniera  eke  cauearono  nel  visitare  gli  agenti  del  Commandante  Qain,  416  rolli 
che  mi  tocco  vendere  3  pezzi  e  f  meno  del  prezso  ottenuio  per  gli  altri. 

Rimetto  a  V.  S.  Illma.  il  conto  detagliato  dei  danni  softerti  nella  occasioiie 
cfae  feci  visitato  dal  brik  ''  Persian,"  Commandante  W.  H.  Quin,  ti^lasciando  di 
far  menzioiie  di  piocoli  oggetti  di  mio  nso  che  troirai  mancarmi  dopola  Tisita. 

Segue  il  Conto. 
CcMito  dei  danni  causati  al  carico  e  provigioni  della  Goktta  Sarda  "  Ftiria  "  da 
me  Commaodata  nel  mio  viaggio  alia  Cot^ta  di  Guinnea,  causati  da  una  visita 
che  bo  av  to  dal  brik  di  guerra  Inglese  **  Persian/'  Commandante  W.  H. 
Quid,  come  rilevassi  dal  mio  Giornale  di  Bordo. 

Dolfi.    Genu. 
No.  4,  cassa  1  corallo  in  peso  Portoghese,  24|lb.  al  prezzo 

di  jg  85  la  libra       . 2113    75 

Mancanza  trovata  nella  polvere  d  oro  nel  tempo  che  rimase 
in  potere,  assiem^  al  Bastimento  ecarico,  degli  ufficiali, 
Equipaggio  e  Neri  stati  messi  a  bordo  e  che  averano  di 

tutto  preso  possesso  onci  4f 76       0 

X)anno  causato  a  416  maugolti  neir  atto  della  visita  con  piedi 
di  Porco  e  che  si  dovettero  vendere  in  seguito  coUa 
differenza  di  ^  3f  ciascuno    da  quelU    non   pregiu- 

dicati 1456      0 

44  damigiane  rotte  nel  destivape 44       0 

Per  diverse  proviste  in  esse  comprese  una  porzione  di  vino 
ed  altra  acquavita  mancata  da  due  pipe  che  erano  sopra 
coperta •         .         .  125      0 

Totale 3814     75 


Aggiunse  il  Capitano  Giuseppe  Angelo  Torre  che,  a  segiuto  della  eoprascritta 
sua  esposizione,  protesta  e  riprotesta  nel  miglior  medo  e  forma  possibile, 
primieramente  oontro  il  Commandante  Quin  del  brik  '*  Persian/'  suoi  ufficiali, 
e  chi  di  diritto,  come  autori  delle  vessazioni,  abusi,  maltrattamenti  e  dei  danni, 
spese,  perdite  ed  interessi  uniamente  per  loroo  colpa  soiFerti,  intendendo  poi  di 
protestare  e  riprotestare  contro  il  Governo  in  uome  e  sotto  i  colori  del  quale  si 
e  permesso  il  Commandante  Suddetto,  da  esso  rivestito  dei  suoi  pieni  poteri,  e 
come  tale  suo  rappresentante,  di  agire  nella  maniera  qui  sopra  esposta  renden- 
dok)  principalmente  risponsabile  di  tutti  i  danni,  spese,  perdite  ed  interessi  lui 
cagionati  avvalorando  le  sue  solenni  proteste,  non  solo  per  avere  il  suo  Rappre- 
aentante  mancato  al  dirit to  delle  genti  ed  alle  leggi  deli'  umanita,  ma  per  avere 
col  suo  procedere  manifestamente  infranto  il  Trattato  in  vigore  fra  la  Sardegna, 
la  Francia  e  Tlnghilterra. 

(Firmati)         CAP.  GIUSEPPE  ANGELO  TORRE. 

ALESSANDRO  LORENZO,  I  ^  ..  .. 
GUILHERME  AL=^  DE  MEN'^^J  ^^*'"^^**- 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  H  Vice-Conacie. 

E  in  seguito  personalmente  comparso  Agostino  Galleano^  secondo  a  bordo 
della  Goletta  **  Furia,"  Capitano  Giuseppe  Angelo  Torre,  il  quale  presto  il 
dovuto  giuramento,  e  di  plena  e  libera  volontk  fece  la  deposizioue  seguente.        t 
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Che  essendo  ancorati  sulla  Rada  di  Capo  CoMt  e  non  trovaodofii  a  borda  rl 
capitauo^  verso  le  5  di  sera,  giunse  un  brik  da  guerralngkse^  il  quale  Yen&e  ad 
ancorare  a  poca  distanza,  quale  non  tardo  molto  a  mandate  vb  soo  b^to  oeo 
due  uificiali  a  bordo,  i  quali  noDtarono  dentro,  e  doiBatidaiido  la  pffoveiueitea 
e  le  carte  di  bordo»  rispondendo  esso  d^  il  eapitano  era  a  terra,  £ece  toro  vedere 
le  carte  mentire  ordinavana  ai  loro  marinarj  di  Ttsttare  nella  stiva,  e  dopo  di 
arere  vedute  le  carti  si  sono  recati  anche  loro  a  viskare  da  tutte  le  parti  del 
barco ;  verso  le  8  p.m.  si  partiiono. 

Alle  8  i  venne  un  altro  botto  a  bordo,  e  senza  dir  nulla  si  sonogettali  dentro 
con  una  rapidita  die  sembravanO'  pirati  i  ttaxto  diae  afficiali  con  oiversi  soldati 
e  neri  ajmati,  iquali  vestarono  tiitta  la  notte  a  bordo.  Che  verso  le  9  a.k.  del 
giorno  seguente  venne  il  capitatio  aeskine  alpratrco:  git  uffieiali  Ingi^i  €ec»o 
segnale  con  un  tiro  di  fucile  al  brik  e  non  tardo  noolto  a  venire  a  bordo  tl 
Comandante  Inglese,  chiedendo  le  carte  dt  bordo  e  dopo  di  averle  esaminate^ 
le  diede  a  custodire  ad  un  suo  afficiale^  ed  0fdin4  ioro  di  viskare  il  eavico ;  il 
capitano  ordinava  gia  all'  equipaggio  di  fare  lal  travz^ia  ma  ^li  Ytttnc  una 
lancia  piena  di  neri  e  bianchi  i  quaH  erano  destinati  a  fare  tale  visita  nel  carico. 
II  coniandante  imbarcossi  nel  suo  canotto  e  ando  a  terra.  Prineiptarooo  a 
rivolgere  il  carico  coUa  maggior  violenza,  a  gettare  le  merci  in  coperta,  rom- 
pcndo  delle  damigtane,  stracciando  le  cappe  dei  roMi  di  tabacco,  a  colpi  di 
piede  di  porco,  che  il  capitano  lagnossi  cootrogli  ufficiali  cbenon  li  rovioassefo* 
il  carico,  ma  non  ne  fecero  caso.  Dopo  di  avere  scoperto  ii  pagliolo  del  barco 
e  Bulla  avendo  trovato  che  potesse  conipromettere^  k>  haana  tralaseiata  e  pra»- 
cfpiarono  allora  alia  camera  gettando  tutto  sotto  e  sopra  co4  masaimo  dispetto, 
qoanto  exi^tera  nella  caaiera. 

Cbe  verso  le  4  f.m.  gtunse  il  Conuiudante  Quin  aecontpagnato  da  un  altro 
ufficiale,  il  quale  dopo  avere  dato  un  misero  sguai^do  al  carico  come  alia  camera, 
rivolgendosi  ai  suoi  ufficiali^  prese  le  carte  di  bordo  ed  imbaifiK)S6i  nel  botto 
dicendo  al  capitano  cfae  domani  sarebbe  partito  con  lui  per  Terra  Leone.  (Jet- 
taroQO  alia  rinfusa  il  carico  che  avevano  messo  in  coperta^  kisciando  solo  le  10 
casse-corallo  che  erano  gia  tutte  rotte  dalla  mala  maniera  di  gettarle  da  una 
parte  all'  altra;  durante  la  notte  restarono  a  bordo  faccndo  il  barco  come  una 
locanda,  che  bevere,  che  mangiare ;  infine  non  poter  esprimere  il  disordine  che 
r^no  durante  la  notte,  e  che,  oltre  di  questo  vide  un  uliiciale  con  nn  masso  di 
coralli  in  mano,  che  gli  fu  richiesto  dal  capitano  ;  che  fatto  giorno  visitarono 
le  proviste,  e  si  trovarono  con  molta  manianaa  nel  vino,  acquavtta  ed  altre 
proviete  mangiatorie.  Si  trovo  anche  del  corallo  sparso  per  la  coperta.  Verso 
le  8  di  mattina  vennero  altri  ufficiali  e  maestri  d'^Ascia  visitando  da  tutte  le 
parti  del  barco>  specialmente  piii  nella  camera.  Nel  decorso  di  questa  giomata 
venne  da  terra  il  Comandante  Inglese.  Dopo  di  avere  parlato  con.  i  due 
udficiali,  si  fece  consegnare  dal  capitano  tutti  i  denari  che  erano  a  bordo  della 
vendita  gia  fatta  al  castel  di  Miha  di  diversi  roUi-tabacco  e  pippe  acquav  ta. 
II  capitano  pose  sopra  la  tavola  tutto  quai^to  aveva,  era  la  maggior  parte  polvcre 
in  oro,  e  pochi  colonati^  protestandosi  contro  il  swldetto  comandante;  che  il 
comandante  dopo  di  avere  contato  i  denari  e  parlato  con  i  suoi  nfiiciali  parti 
lasciando  il  denaro  sempre  sulla  tavola,  alia  dtspostzione  di  tutti.  Visitarono 
fiiK)  a  notte  i  mastri  d'Ascia;  come  nulla  trovarono  di  compromettere  il  barco, 
in  seguito  ii  comandante  mando  a  prendere  il  capitano  che  verso  le  6, 
venne  a  bordo  coa  le  carte  di  bordo  dicendo  che  era/vamo  liberi. 

Che  la  mattina  seguente  si  salpo,  e  fatto  vela  per  andare  a  fondare  in  Ani- 
maboe  la  giunti  il  capitano  fece  fare  una  visita  generale  e  si  trovo  una  eassa 
corallo  vuota  del  No*  4,  clie  conteneva,  17  massi,  si  diede  bilaneio  alia  polvere 
e  si  trovo  che  mancava  4  e  f  oncie. 

Che  verso  le  9  di  mattina  giunse  un*  altro^  brik  di  guerra  Inglese  il  quale 
ancoro  a  poca  di^^tanza,  mande  nn  botto  con  un  uAiciale  che  era  gia  stato  a 
bordo  all*  epoca  della  prima  visita.  Visitate  le  carte  di  bordo,  onde  fece  visi* 
tare  nella  stiva  da  suoi  marinari  e  da  due  neri,  mentre  mando  a  ehiamare  il 
suo  Comandante  Quinto,  il  comandante  vi«it6  anch'  esso  le  carte.  EgU  do- 
mando  dov'erail  capitano  e  sulla  risposta  cfae  era  a  terra  da  diversi  giomi 
ammalato  di  febbre,  rispose  che  bisognava  che  venisse  a  bordo,  che  avendo 
spedito  una  tarroa  venne  il  capitano  e  che  dopo  mille  questiomi  e  vessaztom 
ct  lascio  in  liberta, 

Avendo  in  seguito  interrogato  sei  danni  stati  cagionati  dalla  visita  del 
Comandante  Quii^  consistessero  unicameute  nella  mancanza  dei  coralli  e  deUa 
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polvere  daro  disse,  che  net  consegnare  il  carlco  si  sono  trovate  44  damegiane 
rotte  e  416  rolii-tabacco  tutti  roviuati  $iil  prezzo  dei  quali  furono  obligati  a 
fkte  un  ^nde  ribasso. 

In  fede  del  che  si  sottoscrisse  con  noi  e  coi  testimonii. 

(FirmatO  AGOSTINO  GALLEANO,  Secondo. 

ALESSANDRO  LORENZ,  \  ^    ..       .. 

GUILHERME  ALV^.  DE  MEN»,  j  ^^^^"^^^ 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  il  V.  Console. 

Essendo  quindi  personalmente  comparso  nanti  noi  Manoel  Joaquim  da  Costa 
il  quale,  essendo  invitato  a  fare  una  fedele  esposizione  di  quanto  era  accadato 
a  bordo  della  goletta  Sarda  *' Furiay'  Capitano  Giuseppe  Angelo  Torre  nel 
suo  viaggio  alia  costa  d'Africa  al  bordo  della  quale  egli  si  trovava  in  qualita  di 
pratico  ed  interprete,  presto  il  dovuto  giuramento  e  disse  quanto  segue : 

Che  avendo  ancorato  a  Capo  Coast  il  giorno  20  Giugno,  venne  da  terra,  una 
carroa  con  bandiera  Inglese  per  sapere  la  provenienza  della  goletta  e  che 
avendo  egli  assieme  al  Capitano  Giuseppe  Angelo  Torre,  profittato  della  stessa 
carroa  per  tentare  collocare  tutto  o  parte  del  loro  carico  in  quel  porto  e  non 
incontrando  verun  vantaggio  nel  mercato  tornavansene  a  bordo  la  mattina 
seguente,  assieme  al  detto  capitano ;  trovo  la  goletta  in  potere  di  due  ufficiali 
e  piii  soldati  armati  del  bordo  del  brik  di  guerra  Inglese  "  Persian,**  Che  poco 
dopo  giunse  il  Comandante  Quin  e,  dopo  avere  esaminate  le  carte  di  bordo, 
disse  che  volera  visitare  il  carico,  al  che  il  capitano  immantinente  annuendo, 
diede  gli  ordini  opportuni  all'  equipaggio ;  ma  che  il  comandante  subito  si 
oppose  dicendo  aver  gente  adattata  a  tale  lavoro  e  parti.  Che  poco  dopo  venne 
infatti  una  turba  di  venti  circa  neri  iquali  subito  principiarono  a  mettere  sotto- 
aopra  il  carico  rivolgendo,  amessando,  e  rompendo  tutto  auanto  loro  si  presen- 
tava,  facendo  in  pezzi  damegiane  e  facendo  servire  dei  piedi  di  porco  per 
rovinare  i  niangolti  calpestando,  e  trattando  il  tutto  della  maniera  la  piu 
atrooee  senza  esistere  la  menoma  provocazione  per  un  tale  procedere.  Le  cape 
di  corallo  furono  con  forza  slanciate  suUa  coperta  e  per  conseguenza  tutte 
disconnesse  e  rovinate,  trovandosi  in  seguito  a  mancare  una  porzione  che  si 
trovo  a  essere  nella  cassa,  No.  4,  in  peso  24f  lb.  Finito  in  tal  modo  di  sacheg- 
giare  il  carico  corsero  a  dar  Tassalto  alia  camera  quattro  neri,  un  soldato  ai 
un  u£Sciale  dove  si  commisero  gli  stessi  non  potendo  piu  essere  maggiori 
eccessi  ed  arbitravieta,  facendo  man  bassa  sopra  tutto  quanto  loro  si  presen- 
tava,  gettando  vuotando,  sparpigliando  sul  suolo  carte,  libri,  danaro,  orologii, 
strofinando,  squademando  cio  che  rinvenivano  e  commettendo  le  vessazioni, 
gli  abusi  e  le  enormitd  che  solo  cadendo  in  mano  di  barbari  sarebberosi  potuto 
aspettare,  venendo  il  loro  furore  sempre  piu  aizzato  dalle  dimostrazioni  epreg- 
hiere  che  loro  venivano  fatte  di  procedere  con  moderazione.  lasciando  loro  di 
buona  voglia  libero  il  varco  tosto  che  fosse  giudicato  non  essere  essi  in  loro 
diritto  e  in  lecito  commercio.  Che  stanchi  in  fine  dell  assalto,  aspettarono  sol- 
tanto  il  momento  di  poter  riprendere  il  loroufficio. 

Dopo  di  avere  in  tal  maniera  rovinato  il  carico  e  la  camera  apparve  il  Co- 
mandante Quin  il  quale,  avendo  ordinato  che  si  ramassassero  tutte  ie  carte 
sparse  per  la  camera,  mandolle  al  suo  bordo  e  rivolgendosi  esso  al  Capitano 
domandogli,  se  fuandogli  egli  la  goletta  prigioniera  da  chi  ne  riclamerebbe 
Fammontare,  al  che  il  Capitano  rispose  che  si  farebbe  pagare  dal  Govemo 
Inglese  non  potendo  egli  cio  praticare  che  abusando  della  forza.  Ma  che  ad 
onta  di  tutto  questo  e  della  rigorosissima  crudele  e  barbara  visita>  insisteva  il 
comandante  essere  la  goletta  sospetta  allegando  delli  pretesti  insulgt  e  che 
per  consequenza  Tavrebbe  mandate  a  Terra  Leone,  avendo  egli  ordini  particolari 
dal  suo  Govemo,  che  ve  lo  autorizzavano,  non  importandosi  dei  Trattati,  scher- 
nendosi  dei  protest!,  colla  sicurezza  della  nessuna  responsabilitd  che  egli  sarebbe 
stato  per  incorrere,  ed  imponendo  al  fine  al  Capitano  di  prepararsi  a  partire  per 
Tena  Leone  si  ritiro. 

Fu  allora  che  cominciarono  a  ricacciare,  slanciare,  e  calpestare  nella  stiva  il 
carico  che  ne  avevano  tanto  scandalosamente  tirato  il  che  fu  eseguito  con  tanta 
furia,  dispetto  ed  empieta,  che  non  soli  gravissimi  ed  incalcolabili  danni  diedero 
visibilmente  al  carico,  ma  che  anche  al  bastimento  potrebbe  esserne  derivato 
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Che  furono  altres)  esposte  alio  loro  insaziabile  voracita  tutte  le  proviste  le 
quail,  mentre  era  proibito  che  fossero  toccate  dair  eqiiipagg^o,  erano  da  loro 
manomesse  e  solo  dopo  molte  preghiere  permisero  che  si  sottrassero  assieme 
ai  coralli  che  pareva  avessero  per  divertimento  sparsi  per  la  coperta  e  che 
in  mezzo  a  quella  confusione  vide  il  Capitano  della  goletta  avticinarsi  ad  un 
iifficiale  del  brik,  e  richiamargli  un  masso  di  coralli  che  si  trovava  nelle  sue 
mani.  L'  uiiiciale  rispose  alia  domanda  del  Capitano  che  il  masso  di  coralli 
lo  aveva  preso  nelle  mani  di  un  nero,  ma  che  non  lo  aveva  conosciuto.  Che 
tutta  la  notte  passo  nella  maggiore  confusicme,  avendo  Y  equipaggio  del  brik 
vuotaio  due  barili  vino,  smezzatone  una  pipo,  ed  un  altra  di  acquavita  che  si 
trovarono  sopra  coperta.  Che  lo  stesso  giorno  22  venne  il  comandante  a 
bordo  e  rivolgendosi  al  capitano,  dipegli  che  avendo  deciso  di  mandarlo  per 
Terra  Leone  gli  ordinava  di  consegnarli  le  armi,  i  denari,  oro  ed  altro  che 
potesse  trovarsi  a  bordo  ingiungende  al  medesimo  tempo  all'  equipaggio  di 
consegnarli  tutta  la  roba  ed  efFetti  che  loro  appartenera,  e  che  si  preparassero 
per  passare  a  bordo  del  brik  stante  che,  essendo  la  goletta  prigioniera,  dove- 
vano  essere  sbarcati  nel  primo  porto  della  costa  nel  quale  approdassero.  Che 
discendendo  nella  camera  il  capitano  gli  consegno  il  denaro  e  V  oro  in  polvere 
procedeudosi  per  ordine  del  comandante  ad  una  nuova  visita  rigorosa  nella 

Suale  intervennero  i  maestri  d*  ascia.  Che  ordinando  in  seguito  che  la  roba 
ei  marinari  fosse  imbarcata  nel  canotto  del  brik  il  comandante  parti,  lasci- 
ando  r  oro  in  polvere  ed  il  danaro  nella  camera.  Che  venne  poi  un  canotto  del 
brik  ingiungendo  al  capitano  di  recarsi  agli  ordini  del  comandante,  e  che 
ritornando  in  seguito  esso  capitano  coUa  roba  delF  equipaggio  dichiaro  che 
erano  stati  messi  in  liberty. 

Che  nel  decorso  del  viaggio  ebbero  a  soffrire  altre  visite  nelle  quali  eguali 
abusi  e  vessazioni,  furono  praticate  obligando  perfino  il  capitano  che  si  trovava 
a  terra  ad  abandonare  il  letto  in  cui  giaceva  da  molti  giorni  attacato  da  gravis- 
sima  malattia,  per  venire  a  presenziare  le  arbitrarieta  che  i  signori  crucieri  a 
loro  bel  piacere  commettevano. 

Avendo  poi  interrogato  il  suddetto  Manoel  Joaquim  da  Costa  riguardo  ai 
danni  che  potevano  essere  stati  cagionati  dalle  visite  suddette,  disse,  che  a 
misura  che  si  vendeva  e  consegnava  il  carico  si  trovarono  44  damegiane  rotte, 
416  mangotti  tabacco  rovinati,  una  mancanza  di  4|  oncie  d'  oro  in  polvere,  e  17 
massi  di  corallo  in  peso  24|  lbs.,  il  che  gli  consta  per  avere  egli  trattato 
assieme  al  capitano  aella  vendita  di  tutto  il  carico,  e  tutti  questi  danni  uni- 
camente  essere  stati  cagionati  dagli  eccessi  e  dagli  abusi  che  ftirono  commessi 
nelle  sopracitate  visite,  essendo  essi  stati  costretti  a  fare  un  ribasso  nei  416 
ma^otti  di  $3^  ciascheduno. 

In  fede  del  che  si  sottoscrisse  con  noi  e  coi  testimonii. 

(Firmati)        MANOEL  JOAQUIM  DA  COSTA. 

ALESSANDRO  LORENZ,  1  ^   ,.       .. 

GUILHERME  ALV^^  DE  MEN^.,  p  ^*^*^^"- 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  il  Fice-Console. 

Si  ^in  seguito  proceduto  all*  interrogazione  del  marinaro  Luigi  di  Barbieri  il 
quale  previo  prestato  giuramento  di  dire  la  pura  verita  espone  quanto  segue: 

Che  essendo  giunto  a  Capo  Coast,  il  capitano  discese  a  terra  assieme  al  suo 
practico  della  costa,  diede  fondo  a  poca  distanza  un  brik  da  guerra  Inglese,  e 
mand6  poco  dopo  un  canotto  a  bordo  della  goletta  con  due  ufficiali  e  varij  soldati 
armati  i  quali  s'  impossessarono  subito  del  bastimento  dove  si  fermarono  tutta  la 
notte.  Che  essendo  venuto  all'  indomani  mattino  il  capitano,  fii  raggiunto  dopo 
poco  dal  comandante  del  brik  Inglese  il  quale  avendo  veduto  le  carte  [disse  che 
voleva  visitare  il  carico.  Mettendosi  allora  Tequipaggio,  dietro  I'ordine  ricevuto 
dal  loro  capitano,  per  mostrave  il  carico^  il  comandante  proibi  loro  di  neppure 
muoversi  e  parti.  Che  venne  in  seguito  piii  di  venti  neri  i  quali  principiarono 
a  gettare  in  coperta  tutto  quanlo  loro  cadeva  nelle  mani,  rompendo  damigiane, 
stracciando  e  fucendo  buchi  nei  mangotti,  aprendo  casse  di  corallo,  infine 
trattando  il  carico  come  se  fosse  roba  rubata,  che  discesero  poi  nella  camera 
dove  ne  fecero  attrettanto  ;  che  avendo  poi  finito  quel  bel  travaglio,  e  lasciando 
tutto  sottosopra  cominciarono  a  dar  di  mano  alle  proviste  ed  a  servirsi  senza 
discrezione  di  vino,  acquavita,  mangiando  ebevendo  per  dispetto.  E  che  non 
solo  non  si  contentavano  di  mangiare,  here  e  rovinare  roba  e  proviste  ma  che 
vide  un  ufficiale  con  un  mazzo  di  coralli  in  mano  che  gli  fu  riclamato  dal  capi- 
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tano>  qual  masso  foceva  parte  d*una  cassa  che  si  trovaya  vuota  e  passarono  in 
questo  modo  la  seconda  notte.  Che  essendo  venuto  la  mattina  il  comandante  ed 
avendo  di  nuovo  fialto  visitare  e  rivisitare  ordino  che  fosse  anche  presa  tutta  la 
roba  dei  marinari  ed  i  rami,  e  che  tutto  fosse  gettato  nel  canotto  del  brik  In^ese, 
il  che  fu  eseguito  coUa  massima  confusione  non  badando  ne  a  chi  Favesse  ne  a 
chi  non  I'avesse  e  non  permettendo  loro  di  prendere  neppure  un  pezzo  di  goletta, 
dicendo  loro  che  siccome  il  barco  era  prigioniero  e  sarebbe  portato  a  Terra 
Lieone  li  sbarcherebbe  sulla  costa.  Che  avendo  in  seguito  il  comandante  man- 
dato  a  chiamare  il  capitano,  ritomo  quest'  ultimo  poco  dopo  rapportando  loro  la 
roba  e  dicendo  che  erano  messi  in  libertsL  Che  avendo  abandonato  questo  punto 
della  costa  dove  erano  stati  tanto  maltrattati,  ebbero  a  soffrire  varie  altre 
visile  in  cui  simili  barbarita  furono  commesse  e  sempre  per  parte  dei  Signori 
Inglesi. 

In  fede  di  che  si  sottoscrisse  assieme  agli  infrascritti  testimonii  e  noi  dopo 
d  essi 

(Firmati)        LUIGI  DI  BARBIERL 

ALESSANDRO  LORENZ  \rp  ,. 

GUILHERME  ALV^«.  DE  MEN^^p  ^^''^''^"' 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  il  Vice-Console. 

Essendosi  poi  presentato  Andrea  Seraino  presto  il  dovuto  giuramento  di 
dire  il  vero  e  fece  la  seguente  esposizione  : 

Che  trovandosi  la  goletta  ancorata  a  Capo  Coast  furono  visitati  da  un  brik 
Inglese  il  quale  pose  subito  delle  guardie  a  bordo,  e  che  dopo  la  venuta  del 
comandante  a  bordo,  procederono  ad  una  visita  la  piii  rigorosa  e  la  piil  mal- 
graziata  che  potesse  essere  umanamente  fatta ;  che  una  tal  visita  fu  fatta  da 
piu  di  20  neri  i  quali  pareva  fossero  d'accordo  e  chi  rompeva  e  chi  maltrattava 
piii,  non  badando  ni  alia  qualita  ni  al  valore  della  mercanzia  e  che  dopo  di 
avere  discaricatp  il  bastimento  e  di  avere  per  ancore  o  per  forza  fatto  capire 
sopra  la  coperta  quello  che  si  trovava  nella  stiva,  furono  a  fare  uno  scempio 
nella  camera.  Disse  in  seguito  che  in  quanto  a  lui  non  potrebbe  asseverare  se, 
oltre  gli  enormi  danni  che  diedero  al  carico,  stimarono  bene  di  servirsi  altresi 
di  quello  che  piu  potera  loro  aggradire,  che  pero  egli  ha  veduto  una  cassetta 
la  quale  era  stata  messa  in  pezzi  nel  getiarle  in  coperta  e  che  si  trovava  allora 
piena  di  coralli  e  che  la  rivide  in  seguito  vuota.  E  che  dopo  di  avere  maltrattato 
il  carico  si  misero  a  dare  il  sano  alle  proviste  e  che  in  tal  modo  passarono  tutta 
la  notte.  E  che  il  comandante  essendo  venuto  a  bordo  la  mattina  seguente, 
previa  altra  visita,  diede  loro  ordine  di  prepararsi  per  lasciare  il  bastiraentd 
dovendo  essi  essere  gettati  sulla  costa,  e  quindi  fece  prendere  tutta  la  loro  roba 
portandosela  a  bordo  del  brik  Inglese.  Disse  inoltre  che  dopo  di  essere  stati 
liberati  partirono  e  trovandosi  in  altro  punto  della  costa  non  credevano  di  piA 
sortire  dalle  mani  degli  Inglesi  avendo  essi  varie  altre  volte  ricominciato  orrori 
e  che  credeva  che  non  volessero  piu  finirla  sembrandro  che  si  dessero  la  mano 
per  non  lasciarli  un  momento  tranquilli. 

In  fede  del  che  si  sottoscrisse  con  noi,  e  coi  testimonii. 

(Firmati)        ANDREA  SEMINO. 

ALESSANDRO  LORENZ 
GUILHERME  ALV^.  DE  MENEZES 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  il  Vice-Console. 

Visto  in  questo  V,  Consolato  di  Sua  Maesta  Sarda,  per  copia  conforme  agli 
originali,  inscritti  al  libro  degli  atti  No.  1,  dal  foglio  86,  al  foglio  l05« 

A.  J.  ARMANDO,  U  Fice-Console. 
Bahia,  22  0ttobrc,  1840. 

Pour  copie  conforme, 

POLLON. 


[Testimonii. 


(Translation.) 

In  the  year  of  the  Lord  1840,  the  21st  of  September,  at  ten  in  the  fore* 
noon,  before  me,  Antony  Joseph  Armando,  Vice-Consul  of  His  Sardinian  Ma- 
jesty in  the  province  of  St.  Salvador  and  town  of  Bahia> 

There  appeared  personally  Captain  Angelo  Torre,  commander  of  the  national 
schooner  ''  Furia/'  proceeding  from  the  Coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  lawful 
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commerce,  dnd  now  at  anchor  in  this  port ;  who,  after  taking  his  oath  that  he 
Will  speak  the  truth,  states  as  follows : — 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1840,  at  5  o'clock  a.m.,  he  made  sail  from  Miiia  road- 
stead, on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  with  the  view  of  casting  anchor  at  Cape  Coast. 
There  was  but  little  wind,  and  the  sky  overcast.  At  half-past  seven  o'clock  he 
came  to  an  anchor  opposite  the  English  fort,  in  nine  fathoms  of  water. 

A  little  after  we  were  boarded  by  a  boat  under  the  English  flag-,  sent  by  the 
Commandant  of  the  fort  to  inquire  whence  we  came.  I  took  this  opportunity  to 
go  on  shore,  together  with  my  factor,  Manoel  Joaquim  da  Costa,  in  order  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  my  cargo.  Calling  on  a  merchant  of  Cape 
Coast,  I  fonnd  that  I  could  sell  nothing  to  advantage,  and  was  preparing  to  re- 
turn on  board,  when  about  four  in  the  afternoon  an  English  brig  of  war  hove  in 
sight,  which  by  all  accounts  was  the  **  Persian,"  commanded  by  W.  H.  Quin. 
As  I  was  desirous  to  be  visited  at  this  part  of  the  coast  rather  than  at  any  other, 
by  reason  of  its  being  an  English  settlement,  shice  it  would  enable  me  to  show 
that  I  was  engaged  only  in  lawful  trade,  I  determined  to  wait  till  to-morrow. 
About  6  P.M.  the  above  brig  anchored  in  the  road  of  Cape  Coast,  not  far  from 
the  vessel  under  my  command. 

On  the  21st  of  the  said  month,  the  sky  being  cloudy,  with  a  light  breeze  from 
the  south,  I  returned  on  board,  where  1  found  two  officers  of  the  brig  **  Persian" 
and  several  armed  soldiers,  who,  as  I  understood  from  my  mate,  had  come 
diither  the  preceding  day  and  had  remained  all  night.  Shortly  after  my  arrival 
Commander  Quin  came  on  board  and  inquired  after  my  ship's  papers.  Having 
looked  over  them  he  handed  them  to  an  officer  that  accompanied  him,  and  said 
Aat  he  wished  to  examine  the  cargo.  I  made  no  resistance  and  was  already 
going  to  give  orders  to  my  crew  to  set  about  carrying  it  into  effect,  when  I  was 
told  that  I  must  not  interfere  with  that,  as  he  would  soon  send  men  from  on 
board  his  brig  to  see  to  it.  He  then  went  into  his  boat  and  returned  on  shore. 
In  a  few  minutes  we  had  among  us  some  twenty  blacks,  who  began  to  tumble 
the  cargo  in  the  worst  manner  possible,  heedlessly  pitching  the  goods  on  deck, 
and  unmindful  whether  they  broke  or  damaged  them.  I  complained  of  this 
to  the  officers,  pointing  out  to  them  that  their  men  had  already  broke  a  good 
many  of  my  demijohns,  and  spoiled  a  number  of  rolls  of  tobacco  by  wantonly 
picking  holes  into  and  tearing  the  wrappers.  But  little  attending  to  my  re- 
marks they  persisted  in  their  practice,  so  much  so  that,  meeting  with  ten  boxes 
of  coral,  they  negligently  chucked  them  on  deck,  pitching  on  which  they  were 
smashed  and  dashed  to  pieces.  The  whole  deck  being  now  lumbered  with 
bales  and  the  hold  laid  open  down  to  the  lower  deck  without  anything  having 
been  found  to  render  the  vessel  suspected,  as  in  fact  she  contained  nothing  but 
the  mere  cargo,  they  proceeded  to  rummage  the  cabin.  Four  of  these  mis- 
creants of  blacks,  perhaps  picked  out  from  among  the  worst  of  them,  were 
assigned  this  duty ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  express  how  disgracefully  they  ful- 
filled it.  Opening,  first  of  all,  my  closet,  they  took  out  all  the  loose  and  stitched 
papers,  books,  and  accounts  contained  in  a  desk  and  threw  them  indistinctly 
about  the  floor  of  the  cabin,  heedless  whether  they  tore  and  destroyed  them,  or 
rather  purposely  with  that  view.  In  the  next  place  there  were  in  the  desk  a 
hundred  dollars  and  several  Brazilian  coins,  with  two  boxes  containing  watches, 
goH  lace,  and  gold  buttons,  all  for  my  private  use,  which  they  likewise  cast  on 
file  ground.  They  then  opened  the  palliasses  and  scattered  the  straw  about  the 
cabin^  mixed  with  the  papers.  Others  ripped  up  the  mattresses  instead  of 
unseaming  them  preparatory  to  examination.  There  would  be  no  end  if  I 
were  to  attempt  minutely  to  describe  all  the  particulars  of  their  vexatious  inso- 
Ifence.  I  once  more  complained  to  the  officers,  who  witnessed  these  doings  with 
indifference;  they  indeed  blamed  the  blacks  a  little,  but  this  proved  ineffectual, 
no  doubt  owing  to  previous  orders,  as  the  negroes  continued  their  mischief. 
When  all  had  been  turned  over  without  so  much  as  even  to  touch  a  letter  for 
the  purpose  of  reading  it,  they  waited  for  Commander  Quin,  who  arrived  about 
4  p.m.,  accompanied  by  his  "Commissioner.''  The  latter,  slightly  glancing  at 
the  cargo  and  cabin,  ordered  all  the  scattered  papers  to  be  taken  up,  and  then 
turning  to  me  asked  in  case  he  were  to  lake  my  vessel,  what  compensation  he 
should  pay  me.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  know  how  he  could  act  in  this  manner, 
unless  he  abused  the  power  of  the  stronger  ;  but  that  in  such  a  case  it  would  be 
for  the  English  Government  to  pay.  Commander  Quin  added  that  my  vessel 
wae^  suspected,  seeing  that  a  vessel  of  such  a  condition  and  class  could  not  ex- 
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clusively  be  employed  in  lawful  trade ;  he  would  therefore  send  tne  to  Sierra 
Leone,  I  asked  him  what  he  had  found  on  board  of  her  to  entitle  him  to  pursue 
8uch  a  line  of  conduct  He  hesitated  a  little  before  he  answered^  and  then  said 
that  my  cargo  was  contraband.  I  rejoined  that  I  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how 
a  cargo  consisting  of  tobacco  and  brandy  could  be  contraband,  so  much  the 
rather  as  it  was  accompanied  by  a  manifest  furnished  and  signed  by  my  con- 
signee at  Bahia,  and  moreover  legalised  by  my  Consul  and  countersigned  by 
the  English  Consul.  His  answer  was,  its  being  Brazilian  produce  sufficed  to 
constitute  it  contraband;  nevertheless  that  was  not  the  only  reason;  special 
orders  from  his  Government  gave  him  the  right  to  act  in  this  manner,  and  he 
was  determined  to  send  me  to  Sierra  Leone  to  be  tried  by  the  Mixed  Commis* 
sion,  and  if  they  found  me  innocent  they  would  absolve  me.  I  observed  to  him 
that  he  could  not  despatch  me  to  Sierra  Leone  without  violating  the  Treaty 
signed  at  Turin  by  the  Sardinian,  French,  and  English  plenipotentiaries  on  the 
18th  of  August  and  the  18th  of  December,  1834,  respecting  the  repression  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  the  4th  Article  of  the  said  Treaty  was  quite  in  point, 
in  virtue  of  which  he  could  not  do  otherwise  than  send  me  to  Genoa  for  adju- 
dication by  my  Government.  All  the  answer  he  made  to  this  was,  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  any  treaty,  and  that  he  was  under  no  responsibility,  wherefore 
he  would  send  me  to  Sierra  Leone. 

Finding  that  he  would  listen  to  no  reason,  and  that  I  should  have  to  yield  to 
the  power  of  force,  I  said  to  Commander  Quin  that  I  protested  against  ail 
damages,  expenses,  and  liabilities  he  might  cause  to  the  cargo  and  vessel,  and 
that  I  reserved  to  myself  on  my  first  landing  where  there  should  exist  Consular 
authorities  to  enable  me  to  state  the  present  transaction,  and  especially  to  im* 

{)art  more  validity  to  this  my  protest.  His  reply  was  that  1  might  do  as  I 
iked,  for  he  cared  very  little.  Then,  tiirning  to  the  two  officers  who  witnessed 
the  search,  he  desired  them  to  give  up  to  him  all  the  papers  they  had  picked 
up  from  the  floor,  and,  after  speaking  to  them  in  private,  went  away.  The 
moment  the  commander  was  gone  they  began  to  throw  into  the  hold  the  goods 
as  carelessly  as  they  had  brought  them  up.  The  provisions  remained  still  on 
the  deck,  as  did  the  10  boxes  of  coral.  Though  it  was  already  midnight  no 
one  thought  of  removing  these  things,  while  some  30  blacks,  sailors  and  soldiers, 
helped  themselves  to  the  wine,  brandy,  and  eatables,  as  they  pleased,  while  I 
was  not  allowed  to  touch  anything  belonging  to  my  accommodation  on  board. 
I  made  complaint  to  the  two  officers,  representing  that  they  treated  the  vessel 
as  a  good  prize  before  any  sentence  had  been  pronounced,  and  that  she  miist  be 
condemned  ere  she  could  be  pillaged.  They  then  permitted  me  to  order  my 
crew  to  remove  the  provisions  again  into  the  hold.  Two  barrels  of  wine  were 
found  to  be  empty,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  other  provisions  was  gone.  While 
this  was  doing,  the  soldiers  and  the  blacks  threw  the  coral  chests  into  the 
cabin,  fastening  and  putting  them  in  some  order,  as  they  had  been  extremely 
ill-used  by  being  pitched  on  deck.  On  suddenly  turning  I  saw  that  one  of  the 
officers  had  a  large  lump  of  coral  in  his  hand,  and  asked  him  where  he  had 
taken  it  from  ;  he  said  out  of  the  hands  of  a  negro,  whom  he  had  been  unable 
to  identify  so  as  to  get  him  punished.  It  seemed  to  me  rather  odd  that  he 
should  have  taken  something  out  of  the  hands  of  a  person  without  being  able 
to  recognise  him,  but,  as  he  was  a  gentleman  in  authority,  it  became  me  to  hold 
my  peace.  The  night  was  passed  in  great  turmoil,  for  the  crew  of  the  brig 
**  Persian  "  kept  continually  going  backwards  and  forwards.  I  had  not  for  the 
moment  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  these  movements,  but  the  next 
day  I  became  possessed  of  the  required  information. 

On  the  22nd  of  the  month  above-mentioned,  the  moment  I  was  up,  I  made 
my  men  examine  a  pipe  of  wine,  and  another  of  brandy,  that  had  been  left  on 
deck,  and  they  were  both  of  them  found  more  than  half  empty.  I  then  became 
aware  why  there  had  been  so  much  going  to  and  fro  during  the  preceding  night. 
Till  two  in  the  afternoon  nothing  of  any  moment  happened  while  they  were 
expecting  Commander  Quin  from  the  shore.  Still,  however,  one  or  other  of 
the  soldiers  kept  going  into  the  cabin,  and  prying  into  all  corners.  At 
length  the  commander  made  his  appearance.  After  speaking  to  the  officers 
that  had  remained  on  board,  he  turned  to  me,  saying  he  had  again  considered 
about  my  being  sent  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  was  now  decided  on  it.  I  should, 
therefore,  give  up  to  him  both  the  arms  and  the  money  I  had  on  board.  Mean*, 
while  he  directed  my  ship's  company  to  bring  all  their  clothes  on  deck  and  bade 
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them  to  prepare  for  going  on  board  his  brig.  On  my  inquiring  for  what  rea- 
son he  deprived  me  of  my  crew,  he  answered,  that  such  was  the  custom,  adding 
that  I  should  be  accompanied  only  by  my  steward,  and  that  all  the  rest  should 
be  set  on  shore  at  the  first  port  he  should  put  into.  I  entreated  him  not  to 
commit  such  a  barbarity,  as  the  death  of  the  whole  crew  must  be  the  conse- 
quence if  he  put  them  ashore  without  any  means  of  subsistence,  and  that  too  on 
a  shore  so  pestiferous  that  few  Europeans  were  able  to  endure  it,  even  though 
they  had  the  benefit  of  the  most  skilful  physicians.  My  entreaties  were  to  no 
purpose;  he  remained  inflexible,  and  persisted  in  his  refusal. 

Commander  Quin,  then  going  down  into  the  cabin,  desired  me  to  give  him 
the  money.  At  Castle  Mina  I  had  already  disposed  of  about  800  rolls  of 
tobacco  and  of  some  pipes  of  brandy.  The  proceeds  were  for  the  most  part  in 
gold-dust,  which  as  yet  I  had  secured  only  in  some  porcelain.  This  I  placed 
on  the  table  before  him,  repeating  however  my  protest.  He  paid  no  attention 
to  what  I  said,  and  ordered  them  to  proceed  to  another  search.  I  forbear  en- 
larging on  the  rude  and  improper  manner  with  which,  this  was  executed.  Car- 
penters were  sent  for  from  on  board  the  **  Persian,"  who  commenced  searching 
the  vessel  by  piercing  and  hacking  the  sides.  In  the  next  place  the  commander 
went  on  deck  and  ordered  the  whole  clothing  of  my  crew  to  be  put  into  a  boat, 
into  which  he  stepped  hinjself,  leaving  all  the  gold-dust  and  money  open  and 
exposed  ou  the  table,  regardless  of  the  low  degree  of  discretion  for  which  credit 
could  be  given  to  his  dependants.  Commander  Quin  ordered  one  of  his  boats 
to  take  me  on  board  his  brig,  where  I  was  examined  over  again,  and  had  addi- 
tional questions  put  me  as  to  our  Treaty.  The  Commander  laid  much  stress  on 
the  circumstance  of  my  having  200  empty  demijohns,  when  our  Treaty  forbade 
the  carrying  of  any  kind  of  vessel  capable  of  holding  water.  I  observed  that 
the  demijohns  were  intended  to  be  filled  with  brandy,  and  that  in  this  respect 
I  was  perfectly  justified  by  the  Treaty,  inasmuch  as  I  was  provided  with  a 
manifest  from  the  Custom-house  at  Bahia,  specifying  all  the  articles  I  had  on 
board.  Having  once  more  put  many  questions  to  me,  he  concluded  by  saying 
that  I  might  take  my  papers  and  that  he  set  me  free — he  also  expected  me  to  dine 
with  him,  and  though  I  accepted  this  invitation  out  of  politeness,  it  will  be  easily 
imagined  with  what  grace  I  complied  alter  having  been  the  object  of  such  barbar- 
ous treatment.  I  went  on  board  and  took  the  clothes  of  the  sailors  with  me,  but 
quickly  returned  to  dine  with  the  commander,  where  I  also  found  the  Governor 
of  Cape  Coast.  I  went  back  on  board  my  vessel,  as  the  sky  began  to  lower, 
while  Commander  Quin  weighed  anchor  with  the  view  of  putting  to  sea.  It 
occurred  to  me  to  have  my  schooner  examined  immediately  to  see  whether  any- 
thing was  wanting,  as  1  entertained  great  suspicions  on  that  subject  from  the 
confusion  into  which  we  had  been  thrown  during  the  three  days  of  our  deten- 
tion ;  but,  as  it  was  near  nightfall,  I  put  off  the  search  till  next  day,  the  23rd. 
On  that  day,  the  moment  it  dawned,  we  made  sail  and  proceeded  to  cast  anchor 
at  Annobon.  We  arrived  there  about  eight  in  the  morning,  and,  on  overhaul- 
ing the  vessel,  we  found  that  a  coral  chest.  No.  4,  contained  only  seventeen  pieces, 
weighing  24f  lbs.  Brazil  weight  In  the  next  place  the  damage  sustained  to  our 
provisions  was  calculated  to  amount  to  125  dollars.  Finally,  we  weighed  the 
gold-dust  which  I  had  handed  over  to  Commander  Quin,  and  which  he  had 
abandoned  to  the  discretion  of  the  officers,  blacks,  and  sailors,  whom  he  brought 
on  board  my  vessel,  and  discovered  therein  a  deficiency  of  four  ounces  and 
three-quarters. 

The  above.  Most  Illustrious  Sir,  is  an  account  of  what  occurred  during  the 
three  days  in  question.  I  also  deem  it  necessary  to  add,  that  during  my  stay 
on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  I  had  to  undergo  three  different  visits  from  the  ships  of 
Her  Britannic  Majesty,  one  of  which  was  under  the  orders  of  Commander  Hor- 
rock,  at  Accra.  On  the  6th  of  July,  while  I  was  ill  on  shore,  they,  heedless 
of  my  situation,  made  me  repair  on  board,  which  so  much  affected  my  health 
as.to.brin^  me  to  the  brink  of  the  grave.  It  ought  also  to  be  observed  that 
on  the  visit  which  they  paid  me  after  the  first,  the  boat  was  different  from  that 
at  the  first  visit,  though  the  officer  who  came  to  search  was  still  the  same, 
namely,  the  subaltern  who  accompanied  Commander  Quin  at  the  first  visit,  and 
whose  name,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  was  Horrock.  In  all  their  visits  they 
have  violated  the  6th  Article  of  the  Convention  for  the  repression  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  for,  as  will  appear  from  my  log-book,  the  unloading  of  the  vessel 
afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  what  damage  was  sustained  by  the 
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rolls  of  tobacco  and  demijohns.  Of  the  latter  I  found  44  broken,  and  of  the 
rolls  416  spoiled,  in  consequence  of  the  rough  usage  given  them  by  Commander 
Quin's  agents,  so  as  to  compel  me  to  dispose  of  the  tobacco  per  roll  at  3f 
"pezzie"  less  than  the  other  rolls  fetched. 

I  enclose  to  you,  Illustrious  Sir,  a  detailed  account  of  the  damages  sustained 
on  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  brig  "  Persian,"  Commander  Quin,  without,  how- 
ever, mentioning  a  variety  of  small  articles  for  my  private  use,  which  I  missed 
subsequently  to  that  visit. 

Account  of  damages  done  to  the  cargo  and  provisions  of  the  Sardinian  schooner 
'^Furia,**  commanded  by  me  during  my  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Guinea,  on 
occasion  of  a  visit  or  search  made  by  the  English  brig-of-war  '*  Persian/* 
W.  H.  Quin,  commander,  as  appears  from  my  log-book. 

Dols.    Cents. 
No.  4,  chest  of  coral,  weighing  24f  lbs.  Portuguese  mea- 
sure, at  85  dollars  per  lb.         2113     75 

Deficiency  discovered  in  gold-dust  after  it  had  been,  as  well 
as  the  vessel  and  the  cargo,  in  the  power  of  the  officers, 
mariners,  and  blacks  that  were  sent  on  board,  and  took 
possession  of  the  whole — 4f  ounces  •         .         .  76       0 

Damage  caused  to  416  bales  by  means  of  iron  crows  during 
the  visit,  and  which,  in  consequence,  had  to  be  sold 
with   a  difference   of  3f  dollars    each    as   compared 
with  the  price  of  those  not  injured  ....         1456       0 
Forty-four  demijohns  broken  on  being  taken  from  the  hold  44       0 

To   a  variety  of  provisions,  inclusive  of  some    wine  and 

brandy  extracted  from  two  pipes  left  on  deck  •         .  125       0 

Total 3814     75 

Captain  Joseph  Angelo  Torre  added  that,  referring  to  the  above  statement, 
he  protests  and  reprotests  in  the  best  manner  and  form  possible ;  in  the 
first  place  against  Commander  Quin,  of  the  brig  "  Persian,"  his  officers,  and 
against  whom  it  may  be  lawful,  as  the  authors  of  the  vexations,  abuses,  ill 
treatments,  and  damages,  expenses,  losses,  and  liabilities  sustained,  solely 
through  their  fault ;  intending,  in  the  second  place,  to  protest  and  reprotest 
against  the  Government  in  whose  name  and  under  whose  colours  the  above 
commander,  invested  with  its  full  powers,  and  as  such  its  representative,  has 
permitted  himself  to  act  in  the  manner  above  stated,  making  him  principally 
responsible  for  all  the  damages,  expenses,  losses,  and  liabilities,  occasioned  by 
him,  confirming  his  solemn  protests  not  only  because  its  representative  has  been 
wanting  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the  laws  of  humanity,  but  because  by  his 
proceeding  he  has  manifestly  infringed  the  Treaty  in  force  between  Sardinia, 
Prance,  and  England. 

(Signed)         CAP.  GIUSEPPE  ANGELO  TORRE. 
ALESSANDRO  LORENZO,  1  ^^., 

GUILHERME  AU^.  DE  MEN^.,  j^*^^**^*- 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  the  ViceXmsul 

And  thereafter  personally  appeared  Agostino  Gralleano,  mate  of  the  schooner 
**  Furxa^  Giuseppe  Angelo  Torre  captain,  who  took  the  required  oath,  and  of 
his  own  full  and  free  will  made  the  following  deposition :— - 

That  when  they  were  at  anchor  in  the  Road  of  Cape  Coast,  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  captain,  about  five  in  the  afternoon  there  arrived  an  English  war 
brig  which  cast  anchor  a  short  way  off,  and  which  speedily  despatched  one  of 
her  boats  with  two  oflScers  who  came  on  board  inquiring  whence  she  came^ 
and  asking  for  her  ship's  papers.  Deponent  answering  that  the  captain  was 
ashore,  showed  them  the  papers  while  they  ordered  their  men  to  search  the 
hold,  and  the  officers  after  casting  their  eyes  over  the  papers  went  over  all 
parts  of  the  vessel,  and  at  8  p.m.  thev  went  awav. 
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signal  to  the  brig  by  firing  a  musket,  her  commander  presently  arrived  on 
board. 

He  demanded  the  ship's  papers,  and  after  looking  them  over  gave  tliem  in 
charge  to  one  of  his  officers,  directing  them  to  examine  the  cargo.  The  captain 
desired  his  company  to  undertake  that  office,  but  there  presently  came  a  launch 
full  of  black  and  white  men,  who  had  orders  to  overhaul  the  cargo.  The  com- 
mander having  returned  on  shore  in  his  boat,  his  people  began  to  turn  over  the 
cargo  with  the  greatest  violence,  pitch  the  bales  on  deck,  break  the  demijohns, 
and  by  means  of  iron  crows  to  rip  open  the  wrappers  of  the  rolls  of  tobacco,  so 
as  to  make  the  captain  complain  to  the  officers  tnat  their  men  would  destroy 
the  cargo,  of  which  they  took  no  notice.  When  they  found  nothing  in  the 
hold  to  commit  the  vessel,  they  turned  to  the  cabin,  which  they  rummaged, 
scattering  about  with  the  greatest  wantonness  all  things  it  contained. 

About  4  p,M.  arrived  Commander  Quin,  accompanied  by  another  officer. 
He  gave  a  very  slight  glance  at  the  cargo  and  cabin,  then  turned  to  his 
officers,  took  the  ship's  papers,  and  went  back  in  his  boat,  saying  to  the 
captain  that  to-morrow  he  would  have  to  take  his  passage  with  him  to  Sierra 
Leone.  They  threw  about  in  great  disorder  the  goods  they  had  carried  on 
deck,  leaving  only  the  10  chests  of  coral  that  were  all  broke  in  pieces,  owing 
to  the  rough  manner  wherewith  they  had  been  moved.  They  staid  all  night 
on  board,  giving  the  vessel  the  appearance  of  a  house  of  entertainment,  where 
people  eat  and  drank.  Deponent  can  find  no  words  to  express  the  disorder 
which  prevailed  during  the  night.  He  saw  an  officer  with  a  lump  of  coral  in 
his  hands,  for  which  the  captain  asked  him.  When  at  break  of  day  they 
examined  the  provisions,  it  was  found  that  a  great  deal  of  the  wine,  brandy, 
and  eatables  was  missing.  Some  pieces  of  coral  were  also  scattered  on  deck. 
About  8  o'clock  some  other  officers  came,  accompanied  by  carpenters,  to 
search  all  parts  of  the  vessel,  particularly  the  cabin.  In  the  course  of  this  day 
arrived  also  the  English  captain,  who,  after  a  conference  with  the  officers, 
made  the  captain  give  up  to  him  all  the  cash  he  had  on  board,  being  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  already  effected  at  Castle  Mina  of  several  rolls  of 
tobacco  and  pipes  of  brandy.  The  captain  placed  on  the  table  all  he  had, 
consisting  mostly  of  gold  dust  and  a  few  dollars,  protesting  against  the  above 
commander,  who,  after  counting  the  money  and  speaking  with  his  officers, 
went  away,  leaving  the  treasure  on  the  table  at  the  disposal  of  whosoever 
would  take  it.  The  carpenters  continued  their  search  till  night;  but  as  they 
found  nothing  capable  of  rendering  the  vessel  suspected,  the  commander  sent 
back  the  captain,  who  arrived  on  board  about  6  o'clock  with  the  ship's  papers, 
declaring  that  all  were  released.  Next  morning  they  weighed  anchor  and 
stood  for  Annabon,  where  the  captain  directed  a  general  examination  to  be 
made,  when  a  chest  of  coral,  No.  4,  which  had  contained  17  pieces,  was  found 
empty,  and  the  gold  dust,  on  being  weighed,  was  found  deficient  4f  ounces. 

About  9  A.M.  another  English  brig  arrived,  which,  after  anchoring  at  a  short 
distance,  sent  a  boat  with  an  officer  who  had  already  been  on  board  at  the  time 
of  the  first  visit.  He  looked  at  the  ship's  papers,  and  had  the  hold  examined 
by  his  men  and  two  blacks,  while  he  sent  tor  his  captain.  The  latter  having 
arrived  also  examined  the  papers,  and  inquired  for  the  captain.  On  being 
answered  that  he  was  ill  on  shore  and  had  been  so  for  several  days,  the  reply 
was  that  the  captain  must  needs  attend  on  board.  A  boat  was  sent  for  him, 
and  after  a  thousand  questions  and  much  worry,  we  were  left  at  liberty. 

Being  thereupon  questioned  whether  the  injuries  occasioned  in  consequence 
of  Commander  Quin's  visit  were  confined  to  the  deficiency  discovered  in  the 
corals  and  the  gold  dust,  he  said  that  when  the  cargo  was  surrendered,  44  demi- 
johns were  found  broke,  and  416  rolls  of  tobacco  in  so  bad  a  plight  as  to 
occasion  a  considerable  abatement  in  their  price. 

In  faith  of  which  he  signed  the  deposition  along  with  us  and  the  witnesses. 

(Signed)        AGOSTINO  GALLEANO,  Mate. 

ALESSANDRO  LORENZ,  1  ^^, 

GUILHERME  ALV^.  DE  MEN^^,/  ^'^^^^*^*- 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  the  Fice-Consul 

Hereupon  Manoel  Joaquim  da  Costa  having  personally  appeared  before  us, 
he  was  invited  to  make  a  faithful  statement  of  what  had  occurred  on  board  the 
Sardinian  schooner  **  Furia^'  Captain  Joseph  Angelo  Torre,  on  her  voyage  to 
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the  Coast  of  Africa,  on  board  of  which  he  was  in  the  capacity  of  factor  and 
interpreter ;  he  took  the  usual  oath,  and  deposed  as  follows : — 

That  having  anchored  at  Cape  Coast  the  20th  of  June,  there  came  from  the 
shore  a  boat  under  English  colours  to  inquire  whence  the  schooner  came,  and 
that  deponent,  together  with  Captain  Torre,  having  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  offered  by  the  boat  to  dispose  of  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  cargo 
in  that  port,  they  found  that  they  could  not  do  so  to  advantage,  whence,  on 
the  next  morning,  deponent  returned  on  board  with  the  captain.  He  found 
the  brig  in  the  possession  of  two  officers  and  several  armed  soldiers,  who  had 
come  from  on  board  the  English  bri^  "  Persian/'  That  soon  after  Com- 
mander Quin  arrived,  who,  after  examining  the  ship's  papers,  said  he  wished  to 
look  over  the  cargo,  to  which  the  captain,  immediately  assenting,  gave  the 
proper  orders  to  the  crew;  but  that  the  commander  forthwith  stopped  it, 
saying  that  he  had  men  fitted  for  that  task,  and  took  his  departure.  That 
soon  after  there  came,  in  fact,  a  crowd  of  some  twenty  blacks,  who  tumbled 
and  put  everything  topsyturvy,  ripping  up  and  breaking  what  they  could  lay 
hold  of — smashing  demijohns  and  employing  crowbars  to  tear  open  the  balea, 
and  spoil  them  by  treading  upon,  and  using  them  in  the  most  disgraceful 
manner  without  any  provocation  to  such  a  conduct.  The  chests  of  coral  were 
forcibly  dashed  on  the  deck  so  as  to  come  undone  and  be  spoiled,  and  that 
even  subsequently  a  portion  of  chest  No.  4  was  missing,  namely  24f  lbs.  weight. 
Having  thus  sacked  the  cargo,  four  blacks,  a  soldier,  and  an  officer  proceeded 
to  attack  the  cabin,  where  they  repeated  the  same  wanton  excesses  by  laying 
hands  on  all  they  could,  throwing  down,  emptying,  scattering  on  the  floor 
papers,  books,  money,  watches,  disfiguring  what  they  met  with,  and  being 
guilty  of  such  vexations,  abuses,  and  enormities  as  only  could  be  expected  on 
falling  into  the  hands  of  barbarians,  iheir  fury  being  the  more  excited  by 
entreaties  and  solicitations  addressed  to  them  to  proceed  with  moderation, 
since  their  impetuosity  could  not  be  stopped,  and  they  being  persons  whom  no 
authority  could  check.  That,  tired  at  last  of  the  assault,  they  gladly  looked 
forward  to  the  moment  of  returning  to  their  duties. 

After  thus  damaging  the  cargo  and  cabin.  Commander  Quin  came  and 
ordered  that  all  the  papers  scattered  about  the  cabin  should  be  taken  up  and 
carried  on  board  his  orig.  He  then  asked  the  captain,  in  case  the  schooner 
were  taken  possession  of  as  a  good  prize,  on  whom  he  would  call  for  compen- 
sation. The  captain  made  answer,  "On  the  English  Government;  but  the 
commander  could  not  think  of  going  that  length  without  an  abuse  of  power.'* 
In  spite  of  this  observation,  and  notwithstanding  the  just-mentioned  most 
cruel  and  barbarous  visitation,  the  commander  on  the  most  absurd  grounds 
insisted  that  the  schooner  was  suspected,  and  that,  therefore,  he  would  order 
her  for  Sierra  Leone,  as  he  had  precise  directions  from  his  Government  autho- 
rising him  to  it,  adding,  that  Treaties  were  of  no  avail,  that  he  paid  no  regard 
to  Protests,  and  that  he  was  certain  of  incurring  no  responsibility  ;  he,  there- 
fore, desired  the  captain  to  prepare  to  take  his  departure  for  Sierra  Leone ;  so 
saying,  he  went  away. 

They  then  once  more  overhauled,  rummaged,  and  trod  on  the  cargo  in  the 
hold,  and  proceeded  altogether  with  such  violence  and  heedlessness  as  not  only 
to  damage  and  injure  the  merchandise  most  grievously,  but  also  to  do  mischief 
to  the  vessel,  several  parts  of  which  they  cut,  hacked,  and  chipped  as  if 
desirous  to  discover  something  that  might  have  compromised  her.  Only  10 
chests  of  coral  remained  in  the  hold.  They  displayed  an  insatiable  voracity  in 
making  free  with  the  provisions,  which  they  would  not  allow  the  crew  to  touch. 
It  was  only  after  many  entreaties  that  they  refrained.  To  scatter  the  coral  all 
over  the  deck  seemed  to  affi)rd  sport  to  them.     Deponent  saw  his  captain  ap- 

E roach  an  officer  of  the  brig,  and  question  him  about  a  piece  of  coral  he  held  in 
is  hand,  to  which  the  officer  replied  that  he  had  taken  it  from  a  black  whose 
person  he  was  unable  to  point  out.  That  the  whole  night  was  passed  in  the 
greatest  confusion,  as  the  brig's  men  emptied  two  barrels  of  wine,  and  half  of  a 
pipe  of  wine,  and  of  another  of  brandy,  which  were  left  on  deck.  That  on  the 
same  day,  the  22nd,  the  commander  came  on  board,  and  told  the  captain  his 
determination  of  sending  him  to  Sierra  Leone.  He  also  requested  the  surrender 
of  all  the  arms,  money,  gold,  and  other  articles  on  board,  while  he  directed  the 
crew  to  give  up  to  him  all  the  clothes  and  eflccts  belonging  to  them.  He  also 
told  them  they  would  be  transferred  on  board  the  brig  j  for  the  crew  of  the 
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schooner  being  prisoners,  would  be  put  on  shore  at  the  first  port  they  should 
make.  That  the  captain  going  down  into  the  cabin,  gave  up  to  the  commander 
the  money  and  the  gold-dust;  and  that  then  the  latter  proceeded  to  another 
most  rigorous  search,  taking  with  him  some  carpenters.  That  the  commander 
thereupon  ordered  Uie  crew's  clothes  to  be  put  into  his  boat,  and  went  away, 
leaving  the  gohl-dust  and  money  in  the  cabin.  That  next  day  there  came  a 
boat  ordering  the  captain  to  go  and  receive  the  directions  of  the  commander. 
Presently  the  captain  came  back  with  the  apparel  of  the  crew,  dedaring  that 
they  were  all  set  at  liberty. 

That  in  the  course  of  their  voyage  they  had  to  undergo  other  visits,  attended 
hy  the  same  vexations  and  abuses.  That  one  day  the  captain  was  on  shore 
sick  in  bed,  laid  up  with  a  dangerous  malady,  but  that  they  made  him  leave 
his  bed  to  present  himself  to  hear  the  good  pleasure  of  messieurs  the  cruises. 

The  above  Manoel  Joaquim  da  Costa  being  farther  interrc^ted  as  to  the  in- 
juries resulting  from  the  above  visits,  said,  that  when  the  cargo  came  to  be 
taken  out  and  sold,  it  was  discovered  that  44  of  the  demijohns  were  broken, 
416  rolls  of  tobacco  damaged,  the  gold-dust  deficient  4f  ounces,  and  17  chests 
4}f  coral  wanting  24f  lbs.  in  weight,  which  he  knows  by  reason  of  having,  along 
with  tlie  captain,  been  engaged  m  selling  the  cargo.  He  is  also  confident  that 
all  these  injuries  were  owing  exclusively  to  the  excesses  committed  during  the 
above  visits,  in  consequence  of  which,  on  the  sale  of  the  416  bales,  it  was  round 
neeessary  to  abate  3f  dollars  in  the  price  of  each. 

In  faith  of  which  he  signed  his  deposition  in  common  with  us  and  the  wit< 
nesses. 

(Signed)        MANOEL  JOAQUIM  DA  COSTA- 

ALESSANDRO  LORENZ,  Ira^*^..... 

GUILHERME  ALV^*.  DE  MEN»».J^*^^^^*' 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  Fice'Consul. 

Thereafter  the  interrogatory  of  Mariano  Lnigi  di  Barbieii  was  proceeded  to, 
who,  having  taken  his  oath  that  he  would  state  the  pure  truth,  deposed  as 
follows : — 

That  when  they  arrived  at  Gape  Coast  the  captain  went  on  shore,  together 
with  his  man  of  business  from  the  coast.  Then  there  anchored  within  a  short 
distance  an  English  brig,  which  shortly  after  sent  a  boat  on  board  the 
schooner  with  two  officers  and  several  armed  soldiers,  who  took  possession 
of  the  vessel,  staying  all  night.  That  the  captain  having  come  in  the  morning, 
he  was  soon  after  joined  by  the  commander  of  the  brig,  who,  after  looking 
over  the  ship's  papers,  declared  his  intention  of  viewing  the  cargo*  The  crew 
thereupon,  by  order  of  their  captain,  were  going  to  show  the  cargo,  but  the 
commander  forbidding  them  to  touch  it,  went  away.  That  presently  there 
came  upwards  of  twenty  blacks,  who  began  to  throw  all  they  could  lay  hands 
on  upon  deck,  breaking  demijohns,  ripping  up  the  bales,  opening  the  chests 
of  coral — in  a  word,  treating  the  cargo  as  though  it  consisted  of  stolen  goods. 
Next,  they  went  down  into  the  cabin,  where  they  did  as  much ;  that,  uaving 
finished  that  pretty  piece  of  business,  and  left  everything  higgledy  piggledy, 
they  proceeded  to  discuss  the  provisions,  helping  themselves  as  they  listed  to 
wine  and  brandy,  and  eating  and  drinking  as  much  as  they  could.  And  that, 
not  satisfied  with  eating  and  drinking  and  destroying  things  and  victuals^  depo* 
nent  even  saw  that  an  officer  had  a  piece  of  coral  in  his  hand,  which  the  cap- 
tain reclaimed  from  him,  and  which  constituted  part  of  a  chest  found  empty. 
Thus  they  passed  the  second  night.  In  the  morning  the  commander  returned, 
and  ordered  a  second  search,  directing  also  that  all  the  clothes  and  utensils  of  the 
mariners  should  be  given  up,  which  were  thrown  into  the  boat  of  the  English 
<)rig,  which  they  did  with  the  greatest  confusion  possible,  without  attending  to 
whom  the  articles  belonged,  and  not  allowing  the  men  to  touch  as  much  as  a 
piece  of  biscuit,  on  the  ground  that  the  vessel  was  a  prize,  and  would  be  carried 
to  Sierra  Leone,  while  the  crew  were  to  be  abandoned  on  the  coast.  The 
commandant  afterwards  sent  again  for  the  captain.  When  the  latter  returned 
he  brought  them  all  their  clothes,  and  said  that  they  were  set  at  liberty.  That, 
after  quitting  this  point  of  the  coast,  where  they  had  experienced  so  much  ill 
usage,  they  were  exposed  to  other  visits  accompanied  vrith  similar  barbarities 
on  the  part  of  messieurs  the  'UnglesL" 
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InfeHfa  of  which  he  signed  the  above,  along  ifith  the  undbiwiitteii  witnesseB 
aad  ourselves  after  them. 

(Signed)        LrUlGI  DI  BARBIERL 

ALESSANDRO  LORENZ,      ■  l^^j^,,^^ 

GUILHERME  ALV».  1>EMENBZE8;P  **'*^'*^- 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  the  Vke-Conmd. 

Finally  there  appeared  Andrea  Seniino,  who,  having  been  sworn  as  to  idl- 
ing the  truth,  deposed — 

That  tjbe  schooner  being  anchored  at  Cape  Coast,  they  w^re  boarded  by  an 
English  br^,  wlttch  put  guards  on  board,  and  that,  on  the  arrival  of  her  conih 
mander,  they  proceeded  to  a  most  rigorous  and  most  disastrous  seardi.  in  which 
were  employed  twenty  blacks,  who  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  who  should 
be  able  to  break  and  destroy  the  most,  without  paying  regard  to  the  qualitf  or 
value  of  the  commodity.  After  dragging  up  from  the  bold  the  goods  op  deck, 
they  went  on  to  put  the  cabin  into  the  utmost  confusion.  $aid  also  that  ham* 
self  was  not  able  to  affirm  whether  subsequently  to  causing  such  great  injuiy 
io  the  cargo  they  had  also  helped  themselves  to  what  artides  they  might  like; 
but  that  bo  saw  with  his  own  eyes  a  chest  that  had  been  smashed  to  pieces  by 
being  thrown  on  deck,  and  which,  though  then  full  of  coraI»  was  subsequendy 
seen  by  him  empty.  That,  after  having  maltreated  the  cargo,  they  attadced 
the  eatables,  and  thus  passed  aU  the  night.  That  the  commander  returned 
BCtxt  moraiogi  ordered  another  search,  and  bade  them  prepare  for  quitting  the 
vessel,  inasmuch  as  they  were  about  to  be  cast  out  on  the  coast.  He  forthwidi 
directed  all  their  dothes  to  be  taken  on  board  the  brig.  Semino  further 
stated,  that,  on  being  released,  and  having  stood  for  some  other  point  of  the 
coast,  they  feared  they  should  never  get  out  of  the  hands  of  the  English,  who 
over  and  over  again  committed  the  same  horrors  so  as  to  make  it  appear  that 
thev  were  determined  never  to  let  them  have  a  moment's  tranquillity  again. 

In  £Euth  of  which  he  signed  it,  together  with  us  and  the  witnesses. 

(Signed)        ANDREA  SEMINO. 

ALESSANDRO  LORENZ,  Xmtnes^s 

GUILHERME  ALV»^.  DE  MENEZES,/^*^*^*- 
A.  J.  ARMANDO,  the  Fite-ConsuL 

Seen  at  this  Vice-Consulate  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty  for  a  true  copy  from 
the  originals,  which  are  entered  in  the  book  of  Acts^  No.  2,  from  folio  86  to 
foUo  105. 

A.  J.  ARMANDO,  the  Fice-Cansid. 
Bahia,  October  22,  18«). 

A  true  copy, 

POLLON. 


No.  131. 

The  Him.  JR.  Abercr<mhy  to  f^ieamnt  PtimerHon. 

Tmin,  July  U  184L 
Mt  LofliD,  (Received  July  10.) 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  29th  ult,  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment by  Sardinian  agents  of  slaves  in  countries  where  slavery  still  exists,  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  copy  of  a  note  I 
have  received  from  Count  Solar  de  la  Marguerite,  accepting  on  tne  part  of  His 
Sardinian  M^esty's  Government  the  proposal  made  by  your  Lordship  to  pro<- 
hibit  the  diplomatic  agents  and  jConsuls  of  Sardinia  in  slave-holding  oountries 

from  emDlovine'  for  the  future  slaves,  and  therehv  ^Rnef-innino*  the  #*nntinuAnnft 
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Count  S.  de  la  Marguerite  to  the  Htm.  JRL  ^bercrambtf, 

Turin,  June  30,  1841. 

Le  Soussi'gn^y  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  are  u  avec  re  onnaissapce  la  cammunica.- 
tion  que  Mr.  Abercromby,  &c.,  Sec,  &c.,  lui  a  fait  rhonrieiir  de  lux  adresser 
le  29  Mai  dernier,  contenant  une  circulaire  qui  a  ktk  transmise  a  toQs  les  agens 
diplomatiques  et  consulaires  d'Angleterre  dans  les  mvs  oA  Ton  se  sert  d'esclaves 
pour  leur  d^fendre  de  suivre  un  usage  si  reprehensible. 

La  Gour  de  Sardaigne,  qui  s'est  associ4  si  volontiers  k  celle  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  pour  accourir  a  la  repression  de  la  Traite  des  Noirs,  partage  pleine- 
ment  les  sentimens  de  celle-cisur  Timportance  de  faire  cesser,  autant  que  pos- 
sible, le  honteux  commerce  des  esclaves. 

Quoiqu'il  ne  r^sulte  point  au  Soussign^  qu'aucun  des  agens  diplomatiques 
ou  des  consuls  du  Roi  a  Tfetranger  se  servent  d'esclaves,  ni  qu'ils  en  favorisent 
le  traffic  d'aucune  mai^i&re  mgine  indirccte,  il  ra  d6aniDoins  letur  adresser  inces- 
samm^it  une  circulaire  analogue  k  celle  que  Mr.  Abercromby  a  bien  voula 
1  i  communiquer  afin  de  ne  rien  negliger  de  ce  qui  peut  dependre  du  cabinet 
de  Sa  Majeste  pour  repnmer  ou  pr^venir  un  commerce  que  lareligion^kraison, 
et  rhumaniti  roprouvent  6galement« 

Le  Sousstgn^,  &a 
(Sfgn6)  SOLAR  DE  LA  MARGUERITE. 

Monsieur  Abeterambyf 

8fc.       Sfc.       Sfc. 


(Transktion.) 

Turin,  June  30,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.;  has  received  with  thankfulness  the  communica- 
tion wliich  JVfr.  Abercromby  made  to  him  on  the  29th  of  Ms^  la3t«  containing 
a  circular  which  has  been  transmitted  to  all  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents 
of  England  in  countries  where  slavery  exists,  to  forbid  them  from  following  so 
reprehensible  a  custom. 

The  Court  of  Sardinia,  which  so  willmgly  joined  with  that  of  Great  Britain 
in  assisting  in  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  fully  partakes  the  sentiments 
of  the  latter  as  to  the  importance  of  putting  an  end  to  the  abominable  traffic 
in  slaves  as  soon  as  possible. 

>  Although  it  does^  bm  apptar  to-  the  Undersigned  that  any  of  the  diplomatic 
agents  or  consuls  of  the  King  abroad  make  use  of  slaves,  or  favour  the  traffic 
in  any  way,  even  indirectly,  he  is  nevertheless  about  to  address  to  them  forth- 
with a  circular  similar  to  that  which  Mr.  Abercromby  has  had  the  kindness  to 
communicate  to, him,  in  order  that  as  far  as  depends  oa  the  Cabinet  of  His 
Majesty  nothing  may  be  neglected  to  repress  or  prevent  a  traffic  which  religion, 
reason^  ancl  humanity  equally  reprobate. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 
(Signed)  SOLAR  DE  LA  MARGUERITE. 

R.  Ab^eromhjfy  Etq. 

Sfcl       Sfc.       Sfc.  ' 


Nt).  132. 

Viscount  Pabner$tiim  to  Count  PoUon. 

Sir,  Foreign  Offiae,,  July  U,IQ^L 

I  HAVE  received  your  Letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  containing  further  par- 
ticulars of  the  complaint  which  you  made  on  the  29th  of  September,  1840, 
against  the  conduct  of  Captain,  Qutn,  of  Her  MajeU3r's  ship  ^^  Peratmn,"  ia 
searching  the  Sardinian  merchant  vessel  "  La  FuriaJ*  . 

I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  that  communication  to  the  Admiralty,  and  I 
have  at  the  same  time  requested  to  know  what  may  be  the  result  of  the  in- 
quiry, which,  by  my  letter  of  the  i2nd  of  November,  1840,  you  are  apprised 
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would  be  made  upon  this  case ;  and  I  sfaall  hare  pleasure  in  aeain  coramuni- 
cating  with  yoa  upon  the  subject  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  received  the  informa- 
tion which  I  have  a*ed  for.   • 

(Signed)  '  PALMERSTON. 

Count  PoUaUf 
Sfc^  Sfc^  Sfc* 


No.  133. 
Viscount  Palmeriton  to  Mr.  Abercromhy. 

Sjjj^  Foreign  Office^  July  19, 1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  1st  instant,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  a  note  from  Count  Solar,  stating  that  the  Government  of  His  Sardinian 
Majesty  are  about  to  prohibit  their  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  in  slave- 
holding  countries  from  being  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  slave  property ; 
and  1  have  to  desire  that  you  will  express  to  the  Sardinian  Minister  the  cor- 
dial thanks  of  Her  Majesty*s  Government  for  this  communication. 

I  hav6  Slc 
(Signed)     \     PALMERSTON* 
The  Hon.  R.  Abercromhy, 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


Nos.  134, 135, 136. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  British  Consuls  at  Nice,  Genoa, 

andCagliari. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31,  1841. 
Circular  as  to  Greek  h9iW  on  Slave  Trade. 

£See  No.  5.} 


No.  137. 
The  Hon*  iB.  Abercromhy  to  Viscount  Paknersion. 

Turin,  July  26,  l&il. 

My  Lord, .(^^^f^^^  ^«^ff?ff?  ?^ 

I  HAVE  this  day  had  the  honour  to  receive  ytnir  Lordship's  Despatch, 
dated  19th  of  July,  1841,  instructing  me  to  express  to  Count  Solar  de  la  Mar- 
guerite the  cordial  thanks  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  satisfactorv 
reply  which  he  has  returned  to  the  invitation  made  in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty ^s 
Government,  that  Sardinian  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  in  slave-holding 
countries  should  be  prohibited  for  the  fiiture  from  being  directly  or  indirectly 
interested  in  slave  pioperty. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  instructions,  I  have  addressed  a  note  upon  the 
subject  to  Count  Solar  de  la  Marguerite,  copy  of  which  I  have  now  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  your  Lordship*  ' 

I  have^  Sec. 
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Enclosure  ia  lib.  Id7« 

The  Han.  R.  Abercramby  to  Count  S.  de  la  Marguerite. 

Turin,  July  26,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  inform  Count  Solar  dc  la 
Marguerite,  His  Sardinian  Majesty's  First  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, that  having  transmitted  without  loss  of  time  to  Viscount  Paimerston  the 
satisfactory  reply  which  Count  Solar  de  la  Marguerite  returned  to  the  invita- 
tion made  by  tne  Undersigned,  in  the  name  of  his  Government,  that  the  diplo- 
matic and  consular  agents  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty  in  slave-holding  countries 
should  be  prohibited  for  the  future  from  being  directly  or  indirectly  interested 
in  slave  property ;  the  Undersigned  has  been  instructed  to  express  to  Count 
Solar  de  la  Marguerite  the  cordial  thanks  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment for  the  above-mentioned  communication. 

The  Undersiraed  therefore  hastens  to  execute  instructions  so  agreeable  to 
his  feelings,  and  which  at  the  same  time  afford  the  strongest  proof  of  the  con- 
sideration in  which  the  cordial  co-operation  thus  given  by  Ilis  Sardinian  Ma- 
jesty for  so  desirable  an  end  is  held  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government. 

The  Uncfersigned  avails,  himeelf,  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  ABERCROMBY. 

The  Count  Solmr  de  la  Marguerittf 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  136. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Abereromby. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament, 

(See  No.  9.) 

No.  139. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Count  Pollon. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliamem. 
(See  No.  10.) 


No.  140.  ' 

Mr.  Lacroix  to  Mr.  BidweU. 

Brithh  Consulate,  Nice,  October  5,  1841. 
SiR^  (Received  November  S2.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  aeknowledge:  the  receipt  of  Ijord  Pal* 
merston*s  Despatch,  dated  July  31,  with  its  enclosures^  and  will  strictly  adhere 
to  the  instructions  which  theye  convey* 

John  BidweU,  Esq.  (Signed)  '  P.  LACROIX,  B.a 

^c.      Sfc.      Sfc. 
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•^        No.  141. 

The  Bfuri  ofAherde^  te  Mr.  Ahertrmihg. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circnlar  for  aH  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  IS.) 


No.  142. 
The  Eivl  ^Aberdeen  te  Cmmt  PoUm. 

F^eign  Offices  December  31,  1841. 

The  undersigned,  ftc,  has  the  honoar  to  acquaint  Count  Pdlon,  &c^ 
diat  inquiries  have  been  instituted  into  the  facts  stated  in  Count  PoUon's  note 
of  the  I9tb  of  September,  1840,  relative  to  the  alleged  misconduct  of  Com- 
mander Quinj  of  Her  Majesty^s  ship  *'  Persian,"  towards  the  Sardinian 
schooner  **  FuriaJ*  and  that  the  result  of  this  inquiry  is  as  follows: — 

Commander  Quin«  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  **  Perwiui,'*  the  officer  referred  to>  is 
dead;  and  the  only  officers  left  in  that  sloop  who  were  present  at  the  transac- 
tion complained  of  by  Count  PoUon,  are  the  acting  Master  and  the  Purser. 
The  account  which  they  have  given  of  this  transaction  is,  that  oo  the  arrival  ^ 
Her  Majesty^s  ship  '^  Persian"  at  Cape  Coast,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  of 
June,  1840,  a  long,  low,  three-mast^  schooner  was  seen  at  anchor  near  the 
shore ;  that  her  appearance  was  suspicious ;  that  Commander  Quin  conceived 
it  likely  she  might  be  a  slave^vessel,  and  she  was  accordingly  boarded  for  fur- 
ther investigation  as  to  her  nationality,  and  as  to  her  equipments,  and  as  to  her 
carga 

The  name  of  this  vessel  turned  out  to  be  the  *'  JfWta,"  and  she  was  repre- 
sented to  be  a  Sardinian  vessel;  but  on  board  of  her  was  a  Spaniard..  He  had 
come  from  Bahia,  a  noted  slave-trading  port;  and  these  circumstances  increased 
the  suspicions,  already  produced  by  the  appearance  of  the  vessel,  that  she  was 
neither  a  Sardinian  vessel  nor  employed  on  a  legal  roy^^. 

And  although  this  Spaniard  called  himself  a  passenger,  this  circumstance  did 
not  allay  the  suspicions,  because  it  is  a  custom  for  Spanish  owners  of  slave- 
trading  vessels  to  enter  themselves  as  passengers  on  board  their  own  vessels, 
and  to  maintain  this  character  until  everything  is  prepared  for  the  embarkation 
of  the  slaves,  when  alone  they  assume  the  command  of  the  vessel. 

Lieutenant  Quin,  however,  having  satisfied  himself  that  his  suspicions  were 
unfounded,  endorsed  the  papers  to  that  effect^  and  carefully  replaced  everything 
as  originally  found,  and  offered  the  master  any  assistance  his  vessel  might  stand 
in  need  of. 

'And  he  ended  by  inviting  the  Master  to  dinner  on  board  the  ^'  Persian,*'  and 
the  invitation  was  accepted. 

No  further  transactions  of  any  kind  occurred  between  the  **  Persian"  and  the 
''Furiar 

The  persons  from  whose  statement  the  above  account  is  drawn  up,  finally 
express  their  surprise  that  any  complaint  sbould  have  been  made  against  Lieu- 
tenant Quin,  who,  as  they  assert,  had  always  executed  the  arduous  and  delicate 
duties  which  he  had  to  perform  in  a  mild  and  conciliatory  manner ;  and  they 
bear  testimoBy  in  particular  to  his  unvarying  good  conduct  on  the  occasion  in 
question.    . 

It  would  doubtless  have  been  still  more  aatisfadoiy  to  Her  Majesty's  Go^ 
vernment  to  have  b^en  able  to  lay  before  the  Sardinian  Government  a  state- 
ment of  this  transaction  from  Lieutenant  Quin  himself;  but  the  undersigned 
trusts  that  the  foregoing  relation  of  the  real  facts  of  the  cas^  will  suffice  to 
satisfy  the  Sardinian  Government  that  a  very  exaggerated  account  of  them  has 
been  given  by  those  interested  in  the  "  JFwna." 
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Her  Majesty's  Government,  however,  beg  that  Count  PoUon  will  assure  the 
Government  of  His  Sardinian  Majesty  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
always  be  readv  to  institute  the  most  severe  inquiries  into  any  complaint 
against  the  conduct  of  officers  in  Her  Majesty's  service  towards  Sardinian  ves- 
sels and  subjects,  and  to  give  every  proper  reparation  wherever  it  shall  appear 
to  be  due. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 
Count  Pollon,  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

cfc»         ofc.         Sfc* 
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TUSCANY. 


No.  143. 

Mr.  Falconer  to  Viscount  PalmerBton. 

Leghorn^  March  1,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  March  13.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  description  of  a  vessel  which 
is  now  under  repair  at  this  port. 

It  is  difficult  to  obtain  authentic  information  respecting  vessels  of  this  kind, 
as  the  object  of  those  concerned  is  to  conceal  the  truth ;  but  there  can  be  little 
reason  to  doubt  that  she  is  destined  for  the  Slave  Trade  ;  and  although  I  have 
no  cause  to  suspect  that  British  subjects  or  British  capital  are  engaged  in  this 
vessel,  I  notwithstanding  consider  it  my  duty  to  transmit  the  enclosed  informa- 
tion, copies  of  which  I  have  likewise  forwarded  to  Admiral  Stopford  at  Malta, 
and  the  Governor  of  Gibraltar. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  JOHN  FALCONER,  Conml 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  143. 


On  the  3rd  of  January  last,  a  very  sharp,  fast-sailing  vessel,  or  bovo^ 
arrived  in  this  port  from  Mataro,  on  the  coast  of  Spain. 

She  is  called  the  ^' Belisarioy'  commanded  by  Captain  Pietro  Kosis,  under 
the  Spanish  flag. 

She  is  rigged  with  two  masts  and  a  bowsprit ;  the  foremast  of  large  dimen- 
sions, raking  forwards,  with  a  large  latine  sail,  mast  and  sail  quite  new ;  a 
mizenmast,  also  latine  sail,  quite  new,  and  spreads ;  in  all  about  2250  yards  of 
canvas.  She  rows  48  sweeps,  24  of  a  side,  and  had  on  arrival  42  seamen.  She 
is  now,  after  very  expensive  repairs,  and  new  copper,  about  to  take  her 
departure,  and  clears  out  for  the  Havana.  Will  have  55  to  60  seamen,  at  30, 
35,  and  40  Spanish  dollars  a  month  j  is  armed  with  an  18-pounder,  2  swivels, 
and  50  stand  of  arms,  cutlasses,  &c. ;  is  provided  with  water-casks  for  ballast ; 
and,  it  is  said,  irons,  rings,  boards  for  divisions^  &c.,  for  taking  in  slaves  on  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

Leghorn,  March  1,  1841. 


No.  144. 

Viscount  PahnersUm  to  Lord  Holland. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  184L 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 
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No.  145. 
Vucount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Holland. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22, 184L 
(Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti.) 

(See  No.  2.) 


No.  146. 

Vtecount  Pabnenton  to  Lord  Holland. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  May  8,  184L 

With  reference  to  my  previous  Despatches  respecting  the  facilities 
which  the  Tuscan  Consul  at  Tunis  afibnh  to  the  transport  of  slaves  from  that 
port  to  other  places,  I  now  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her 
Majesty's  ConsuUGeneral  at  Tunis,  stating,  that  ships  laden  with  slaves 
receive  from  the  Tuscan  Consul  at  Tunis  papers  enabling  them  to  pursue  their 
voyage  unmolested. 

1  have  to  desire  that  you  will  communicate  the  enclosed  paper  to  the  Tuscan 
Government,  for  such  steps  as  they  may  feel  it  proper  to  take,  in  order  to 
pfevent  the  Tuscan  Consul  at  Tunis  from  thus  affording  facilities  to  Slave 
Trade. 

I  am,  &c. 
Z/ofrf  Holland,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

ifc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  146. 

Sir  Thomas  Reade  to  Viscount  Pcimeriton. 

Tunis,  February  37,  1841. 

(See  Class  D.) 


No.  147. 
Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Lord  Holland. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 

Circular  as  to  proposed  instructions  to  Tuscan  functionaries  in  slave-holding 

countries. 


(See  No.  3.) 


No.  148. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Lord  Holland. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  Office,  May  26,  1841. 

Hbr  Majesty's  Government  have  received  information,  upon  which 
reliance  can  be  placed,  that  a  Greek  vessel,  named  the  ^*  Miltiades,''  left  Tunis 
apparently  for  Candia,  on  the  25th  December,  1840,  furnished  with  papers 
signed  bv  M.  Nyssen^  acting  Tuscan  and  Kussian  Consul  at  Tunis;  the  cap- 
tain of  the  French  brig  "  Palinure,''  stationed  at  Tunis,  and  M.  Gaspari,  agent 
to  M,  Nyssen,  having  been  cognizant  of  the  delivery  of  those  papers. 

Although  the  wind  was  favourable  when  the  vessel  set  sail,  the  captain  caused 
her  to  remain  in  the  Gulf  of  Tunis  two  days,  lying  off  and  on  ;  and  on  the  27th 
of  the  same  month  the  vessel  returned  to  the  road  of  Tunis,  and  anchored  there*. 

The  passengers  complained  to  M  Gaspari  of  this  proceeding,  but  without  tSoctr 
CiiASSC  -^  .        .  ••  '  ^ 
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On  the  31st  of  December  fourteen  negroes  were  brought  to  the  vessel,  bound 
hand  and  foot,  and  were  taken  on  board,  and  immediately  afterwards,  although 
the  wind  was  contrary,  the  brig  set  sail  for  her  ultimate  destination.  But  the 
vessel  having  been  driven  to  the  island  of  Cephalonia,  the  captain  summoned 
the  passengers  together,  and  made  them  take  oath  not  to  give  him  over  to 
justice  for  his  conduct  in  respect  to  carrying  these  slaves. 

On  the  6th  of  January  one  of  the  passengers,  however,  having  landed  on 
Cephalonia,  stated  to  the  authorities  of  the  island  the  abovementioned  facts ; 
and  the  captain  was  thereupon  dcshred  to  produce  his  clearance  and  muster* roli ; 
but  he  declared  that  neither  M.  Nyssen  nor  M.  Gaspari  had  delivered  any  such 
roll  to  him. 

The  Cephalonian  authorities  then  proceeded  on  board  the  vessel,  and  found 
in  her  fourteen  negroes  in  irons.  These  negroes  were  landed,  and  orders  were 
given  for  further  proceedings  in  the  case. 

You  will  communicate  these  facts  to  the  Tuscan  Government,  with  reference 
to  the  statement  which,  by  my  Despatch,  Slave  Trade  No.  3,  of  the  8th  instant, 
you  have  already  been  directed  to  make  to  that  Grovernmeni  upon  the  sub* 
ject. 

I  BBif  &e. 
Lord  Holland,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  149. 

Lord  Holland  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Florence^  June  12,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  July  5.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatches  of  the  8th  and  26th  of  May  last,  respecting  the  facilities  which  the 
Tuscan  Consul  at  Tunis  affords  to  the  transport  of  slaves  from  that  port  to  other 
places. 

In  compliance  with  your  Lordship's  instructions  I  addressed  a  note  to  the 
Tuscan  Government,  embodying  the  facts  contained  in  the  Despatches  from 
Her  Majesty's  Consul-General  at  Tunis,  and  1  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  answer  I  have  received  from  Prince  Corsini. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  Tuscan  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
expresses  some  doubt  as  to  the  part  said  to  have  been  taken  by  M.  Nyssen  in 
facilitating  the  transport  of  slaves  in  the  Mediterranean,  but  promises  to  lose 
no  time  in  demanding  from  him  an  account  of  his  conduct  upon  the  occasion 
referred  to  by  your  Lordship* 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  HOLLAND. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
cfc.  8fc.  vfc» 


Enclosure  in  No.  149. 
ML  Carsini  to  Lord  Holland. 

Mt  hcym,  Fhrene,  9  Jum,  184L 

Par  sa  note  du  24  Mai  dernier,  votre  Excellence  me  fit  ITionneur  dc 
me  cwnmuniquer  unc  Dfep^he  adressfee  au  Foreign  Offix?e  par  le  Consul  de  Sa 
Majest^  Britannique  k  Tunis,  oik  il  etait  dit  d'une  manidre  assez  g^n^rique  que 
M.  Nyssen,  agent  de  Toscane  et  de  Rnssie,  it  la  mime  rteidence,  se  permettait 
de  favoriser  le  transport  des  esclaves  en  dMivrant  des  expMitions  maritimes  aux 
b&timens  qui  en  retenaient  a  leur  bord. 

Cette  observation  du  Consul  Anglais  ne  me  parut  pas  avoir  un  grand  poids, 
n'etant  pas  appuy^e  &  aucun  fait  special,  et  emise  comme  elle  6tait  dans  la  cir- 
Constance  od  M.  le  Consul  lui  m^me  6tait  appel6  par  les  autoritis  de  Corfu  a 
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verifier  quelle  part  put  avoir  prise  uo  de  ges^gens  subaltemes,  1e  Sieur  Gaspari, 
k  favoriser  la  navigation  d'uo  brick  Grec  **  MiltiadeJ'  passe  en  Dfecembre,  1840, 
de  Tunis  a  Cephalonie  avcc  des  nftgres  en  fctat  d'esclavage. 

£n  effet  les  ordres  que  tient  M.  Nyssen  (de  m^me  que  tous  les  autres  agens 
Toscans  r^idant  dans  les  pays  oil  existe  Tesdavage)  sont  si  formels  et  rigoureux, 
qu'il  ne  pcmrrait  aider  a  la  traite  ou  transport  des  esclaves  sans  se  rendre  grave- 
ment  re&ponsable  vts^-a-vi^  du  Gauvemement,  et  il  n'e&t  ^u^e  probable  qu'il 
veuille  de  gaiety  de  ccaur  encourir  une  telle  responsabilite. 

C'est  ce  que  je  me  fis  un  devoir  de  vous  repr6aenter»  my  Lord»  dans  mon  en* 
tretien  avec  votre  Excellepoe  elle  se  raserva  alors  de  me  Ibumir  sur  Taffaire  dei 
notices  {Jus  d^tailltes ;  et  par  sa  iHHiveUe  note  du  7  de  ce  roois  vient  de  m'an<* 
noncer  en  efiet  que  sur  la  foi  de  rapports  parvenus  au  Govemement  de  Sa 
Maieste,  Ton  peut  retenir  comme  constant  que  le  brick  Grec  ^^  Miltiade**  partie 
de  Tunis  pour  Candie  en  Decembre  dernier  avec  quatorzenoirs  k  son  bord^avait 
itk  muni  d'expMitions  par  M.  le  Consul  Nyssen. 

Je  ne  con^is  pas,  il  me  faut  Favouer,  my  Lord,  comment  M.  Nyssen  en  sa 
quality  d'agent  Toscan  ait  pu  d^livrer  des  papiers  maritimes  a  un  bAtiment  con- 
vert d'autre  pavilion  que  celui  de  S.  A.  I.  et  R.  Monseigneur  le  Grand  Due. 

Quoiqu'il  en  soit,  je  vais  sans  le  moindre  retard  faire  sommer  M.  Nyssen  a 
rendre  compte  de  ces  ^rocMts  et  expliquer  nettement  sa  conduite  en  la  dite 
occasion. 

J'ai  rhonnenr,  &c. 

Pour  le  Ministre, 
Lard  Holland,  (Sign6)  N.  CORSINI. 

^c.  ofCm  ^rc* 


(Translation,) 
Mt  Lobs^  Florence,  Jmm  9,  1841. 

Bt  your  m>te  of  die^th  May  last,  your  Excellency  did  me  tbc  honour 
to  cornmonicate  to  me  a  Despatch  addressed  to  the  Foreign  Office  by  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  at  Tunis,  in  which  it  was  said,  in  a  manner  suffi- 
ciently plain  that  M.  Nyssen  agent  of  Tuscany  aud  of  Russia,  at  that  place, 
permitted  bimsfclf  to  favour  the  transport  of  slaves  by  issuing  clearances  to 
vessels  which  had  slaves  on  board. 

The  observation  of  the  English  Consul  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  of  mnek 
weight,  not  being  supported  by  any  specific  fact,  and  made  as  it  was  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Consul  himself  being  called  upon  by  the  authorities  of  Corfti 
to  ascertain  what  share  one  of  his  subaltern  agents,  Mr.  Gaspari,  might  have 
taken  in  favouring  the  sailing  of  a  Greek  brig,  the  *•  JIfiftiorfcf,"  which  went  in 
December,  1840,  from  Tunis  to  Cephalonia,  with  negroes  in  a  state  of  slavery. 

In  effect,  the  orders  which  M.  Nyssen  (as  well  as  all  other  Tuscan  agents 
residing  in  countries  where  slavery  exists)  has  received,  are  so  formal  and 
rigorous  that  he  could  not  aid  in  the  traffic  or  transport  of  slaves  without 
rendering  himself  seriously  responsible  to  Government,  and  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible that  he  would  wantonly  incur  such  a  responsibility. 

This  is  what  I  thought  right  to  represent  to  you,  my  Lord,  at  my  interview 
with  your  Excellency,  when  you  reserved  to  yourself  to  furnish  me  with  more 
detailed  information  relative  to  the  affair ;  and  by  your  recent  note  of  the  7th 
instant  you  in  effect  announce  to  me  that  on  the  faith  of  reports  which  have 
reached  Her  Majesty's  Govemrment,  it  may  be  considered  as  proved  that  the 
Greek  brig  "  Miltiades^'^  which  sailed  from  Tunis  for  Candia  in  December  last, 
vrith  fourteen  negroes  on  board,  was  furnished  with  clearances  by  Mr.  Consul 
Nyssen. 

I  do  not  understand,  I  confess,  my  Lord,  how  Mr.  Nyssen,  in  his  quality  of 
Tuscan  agent,  can  have  issued  maritime  papers  to  a  vessel  bearing  any  other 
flag  than  that  of  H.  I.  and  R.  H.  the  Grand  Duke. 

However  this  may  be,  I  am  about  to  call  upon  Mr.  Nyssen,  without  the  least 
delay,  to  give  account  of  these  proceedings,  and  to  explain  at  full  length  his 
conduct  on  the  said  occasion. 

I  have,  &c. 

For  the  Minister, 
Lmd  HoUand,  (Signed)  N.  CORSINI. 

€^.  6fc,  Sfc. 
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No.  160. 

Lard  Holland  to  VtMCount  PalmerMton. 

Florence,  June  12, 1841. 
My  Lord,  {Receded  July  5.) 

With  referenee  to  your  Lord«Iap's  Despatch  of  the  11th  May,  trans- 
mitting copy  of  the  circular  letter  addressed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
British  functionaries  in  slave-holding  countries,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
to  your  Lordship  herewith  copy  of  a  note  which  M.  Corsini  has  addressed  to 
me  in  reply  to  the  communication  on  that  subject  which  your  Lordship  di- 
rected me  to  make  to  the  Tuscan  Government. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  HOLLAND. 

Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
4re.  ^c  Sfc. 


Endosure  in  No.  150. 

M.  Corsini  to  Lord  Holland. 

My  Lord,  Florence,  9  Juin,  1841. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  Toffice  par  lequel  V.  E.  m*a  communique 
une  instruction  adressee  par  le  Gouvernement  de  Sa  Majesty  a  tons  les  agens 
firitanniques  r^sidant  dans  les  pays  oH  existe  Tesclavage,  dans  le  but  de  leur 
d^fendre — 1,  de  s*immiscer  dans  les  contractations  et  ventes  des  esclaves; 
2,  de  retenir  des  esclaves  dans  leurs  maisons  et  pour  leur  service  personnel. 

Les  vues  philanthropiques  qui  ont  dict6  nne  semblable  mcsure,  et  le  d&ir 
exprim6  que  d'autres  gouvememens  puissent  aussi  Tadopter,  sontbien  certaine- 
ment  tr^s  louables. 

Lies  agens  Toscans  dans  les  pays  susindiqu6s  ne  sauraient  favoriser  la  traite 
ou  le  transport  des  esclaves  sans  encourir  dans  une  grande  responsabilit^ 
vis-k-vis  du  gouvernement,  dont  les  ordres  a  cet  ^gard  sent  trds  positifs,  et  ea 
parfaite  harmonic  avec  la  l^rislation  en  vigueur.  Ces  ordres  ont  6t6  expresse- 
ment  confirm^  en  Septembre  1839.  Veiller  k  leur  execution  de  la  part  des 
dits  agens,  et  reprimer  vigeureusement  ceux  d'entre  eux  qui  pourraient  s'en 
ecarter,  est  envisage  par  le  Gouvernement  Grand  Ducal  comme  un  devoir  qu'il 
remplira  toujours  avec  le  plus  grand  empressement. 

Agriez,  &c. 

Pour  le  Ministre, 

iSiga6)  N.  CORSINI. 

A  son  Excellence  LordHMand^ 
ifc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


(Translation.) 
My  Lord,  Florence,  June  9, 1841. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  Despatch  in  which  your  Excel- 
lency communicated  to  me  an  instruction  addressed  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  all  the  British  agents  residing  in  countries  where  slavery  exists,  to 
the  end  of  preventing  them — 1,  from  taking  part  in  contracts  and  sales  of 
slaves ;  2.  from  keeping  slaves  in  their  houses,  and  for  their  domestic  service. 

The  philanthropic  views  which  have  suggested  such  a  measure,  and  the 
desire  expressed  tnat  other  governments  would  also  adopt  it,  are  certainly  very 
praiseworthy. 

The  Tuscan  agents  in  the  said  countries  could  not  encourage  the  traffic  or 
the  transport  of  slaves  without  incurring  a  great  responsibility  m  the  eyes  of  a 
government  whose  orders  on  this  point  are  very  positive  and  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  in  force.  These  orders  were  expressly  confirmed  in  Sep- 
tember, 1839.  To  watch  for  their  execution  on  the  part  of  the  said  agents, 
and  to  rigorously  punish  whosoever  of  them  would  deviate  from  them,  is  looked 
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upon  by  the  Grand  Ducal  Government  as  a  duty  which  it  will  always  perform 
with  the  greatest  eagerness. 

Accept,  &c. 

For  the  Minister, 
HU  Excellency  Lord  Holland,  (Signed)  N.  CORSINI. 

8fc.        Sfc.        Sfc, 


No.  151. 

Viacount  Ptilmerston  to  Mr.  Falconer. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31,  1841. 
Circular  relative  to  the  Greek  law  against  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  5.) 

No.  152. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Lord  Holland. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  9.) 

No.  153. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Lord  Holland. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  for  all  Law  relative  to  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No,  12.) 
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No.  154- 

Visemnt  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Temple. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  Argentine  Confederation. 
(See  No.  L) 


No.  \55. 
FiseaufU  Pabmerston  to  'Mr.  Temple. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 


No.  156. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Temple. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 

Circular  relative  to  proposed  Instructions  to  Neapolitan  Functionaries  in  Slave 

holding  countries. 

(See  No.  3.) 


No.  157. 

The  Hon.  fFilliam  Temple  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Naples,  June  18,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  July  4.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  11th  ultimo,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  circular  letter  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  addressed  to  all  British  functionaries  in  slave- 
holding  countries,  and  instructing  me  to  address  a  note  to  the  Neapolitan 
Government,  inviting  them  to  send  instructions  to  their  agents  in  slave- 
holding  countries  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  circular 
letter. 

I  accordingly  addressed  to  Prince  Scilla  a  note  drawn  up  from  your  Lord- 
ship's Despatch,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
circular  letter  and  of  the  memorial  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Convention  enclosed  in 
that  Despatch. 

I  explained  the  matter,  also,  verbally  to  the  Prince  of  Scilla,  who  said  that 
the  only  slave-holding  country  in  which  there  were  Neapolitan  functionaries 
was  the  Brazils. 
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I  have  not  yet  received  any  answer  to  my  note^  except  an  ttcknowledgment 
ef  it,  with  the  promise  of  submitting  its  contents  to  His  Sicilian  Majesty. 

I  have^  Sccm 
(Signed)  W.*  TEMPLE. 

T%e  Right  Hon.  Ftscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfe.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  157. 
The  Mom  mmam  Temple  to  Prince  SciUa. 

Naples,  June  10,  1841. 

As  it  would  appear  from  information  which  has  reached  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Government  that  persons  appointed  by  European  Governments  to 
reside  as  ministers,  or  consuls,  or  agents  in  slave-holding  countries,  are  some- 
times in  the  habit  of  hiriug  and  maintaining  slaves,  and  of  engaging  in  under- 
takinjp  in  which  slave  property  is  concerned,  and  as  by  such  practices  the 
functionaries  in  question  ^ive  an  indirect  sanction  to  slavery,  and  appear  to 
countenance  measures  which  tend  to  create  a  demand  for  slaves,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  has  addressed  to  all  Britbh  functionaries  in 
slave-holding  countries  the  circular  letter,  a  copy  of  which  the  undersigned 
has  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  His  Excellency  the  Prince  of  Scilla,  &c.  The 
British  Government  think  it  would  be  very  important  that  the  opinion  of  the 
NeapdUtan  Government  should  be  expressed  upon  this  sul]^ect  in  such  a  nMUi«» 
ner  as  to  afford  an  additional  discouragement  to  the  Slave  Trade,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  much  good  would  be  effected  in  this  respect  if  the  Neapolitan 
Cfovernment  would  address  to  its  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  instructions 
similar  to  those  contained  in. the  enclosed  note  and  circular. 

The  undersigned  has  therefore  been  instructed  by  his  Government  to 
address  to  His  Excellency  a  note  inviting  the  Neapolitan  Government  to  do 
so;  and  he  doubts  not  but  that  the  humane  sentiments  for  which  His  Sicilian 
Majesty  is  so  distinguished  will  induce  him  willingly  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  British  Government,  and  cause  instructions  of  a  similar  nature 
to  those  contained  in  the  enclosed  circular  to  be  addressed  to  Neapolitan  func- 
tionaries residing  in  countries  where  slavery  still  unfortunately  exists. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 

His  Excellency  Prince  SciUa,  (Signed)  W.  TEMPLE. 

8fc.        ifc.        Sfc. 


Nos.  158,  159,  and  160. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  British  Consuls  at  Naples,  Palermo,  and  Messina. 

Circular  relative  to  Greek  law  against  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  5.) 

No.  161. 

Mr.  Goodwin  to  Mr.  BidweU. 

British  Consulate  of  Sicily, 

Palermo,  August  26,  1841. 

8u»  {Received  September  19.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  Viscount  Palmerston's  Despatch  of 
the  31st  of  July,  1841,  transmitting  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Greek  Ministor 
at  the  Court  of  London,  together  with  a  translation  of  alaw,  promulgated  by 
the  King  of  Greece,  prohibiting  the  trade  in  slaves;  and  also  a  copy  of  a 
Despatch  and  its  enclosures  from  Her  M^ea.ty*s  Minister  in  Greece  upon  the 
same  subject. 
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I  beg  to  assure  you  that,  in  obedience  to  Viscount  Palmerston's  instructions, 
I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  carry  the  humane  intentions  of  His  Majesty  the  King 
of  Greece  into  complete  eflFect. 

I  have,  &c. 
John  Bidwell,  Esq.  (Signed)  JOHN  GOODWIN, 

Ac.        Sec. 


No.  162. 

Captain  QaUwey  to  Mr.  BidweU. 

British  Consular  Office^ 
Naples,  August  30,  1841. 

Sib,  {Recdved  October  8.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Lord  Palmerston's 
Despatch  of  the  31st  of  July,  together  with  its  enclosures,  and  I  shall  pay 
strict  attention  and  obedience  to  his  Lordship's  instructions  contained  in  the 
Despatch. 

I  havG   &LC 
John  BidweU,  Esq.  (Signed)  THOMAS  GALLWEY. 

Sfc.        ife. 


No.  163. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Teazle.    « 

Foreign  Office,  October  30, 1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  9.) 

No.  164. 

J%e  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Prince  Castelcicala. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No,  10.) 

No.  165. 

Prince  Castelcicala  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

November  22,  1841. 
{Received  November  23.) 

Le  Prince  de  Castelcicala  a  Thonneur  d'accuser  reception  a  Son  Excel- 
lence le  Comte  d* Aberdeen  de  la  conie  des  Daniers  niii  ont  rannort.  a  la  Traite 
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(Translation.) 

Prince  Castelcicala  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  to  His  Excellency 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  papers  relatinjjf  to  the  Slave 
Trade,  which  his  Excellency  had  the  goodness  to  send  to  him  on  the  12th 
instant     He  returns  his  thanks  for  the  obligation,  &c. 

No.  166, 

2%e  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Temple. 

Foreign  Office^  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  for  all  laws  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  12.) 
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No.  167. 

Captain  Caurtencof  ta  F^Uemmt  Palmerston. 

Port-au-Prince^  November  14,  1840. 
My  Lord>  {Received  January  4,  1841.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Accession  on  the 
part  of  the  Haitian  Government  with  France  to  the  Conventions  of  November 
30,  1831,  and  of  March  22,  1833,  between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
France,  which  will  be  found  the  same  in  meaning  as  the  Treaty  I  signed  on  the 
23rd  of  December  last,  although  there  are  several  verbal  differences,  and  some 
transpositions  and  divisions  of  articles. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  W.  C.  COURTENAY. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B., 
8fc.  8fc.  ^c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  167. 

Au  nom  de  la  Tris  Sainte  et  Indivisible  Trinity. 

Sa  Majesty  le  Roi  des  Fran^ais  ayant,  en  conformitfe  de  TArticle  9  de 
la  Convention  conclue  le  30  Novembre,  183^1,  enfre  la  France  et  la  Grande 
Bretagne,  pour  la  repression  de  la  Traite,  invite  le  President  de  la  R6publique 
d'Haiti  a  accfeder  a  la  dite  Convention  et  a  celle  du  22  Mars,  1833,  entre  les 
meme  Puissances ; 

Et  le  President  de  la  R6pub1ique  d'Haiti,  fegalement  anime  du  desir  de  co- 
operer  au  meme  but  d'humanit6  s  etant  empress^  d'accueillir  cette  proposition; 

Les  deux  Hautes  Parties,  dans  la  vue  d'accomplir  ce  dessein  genfereux,  et  pour 
donner  a  TAccession  du  President  de  la  Republique,  ainsi  qu'a  son  acceptation 
par  sa  Majestfe  le  Roi  des  Fran^ais,  I'authenticitfe  convenable,  et  toute  la  so- 
lehnit6  usitfee,  out  rfesolu  de  conclure  a  cet  effet  une  Convention  formelle,  et 
ont  en  consequence  nomm6  pour  leurs  Plfenipotentiaires,  savoir  : — 

Sa  Majesty  le  Roi  des  Fran9ais,  le  Sieur  Andrfe  Nicolas  Levasseur,  Chevalier 
de  rOrdre  Royal  de  la  Lfegion  d'Honneur,  et  Son  Consul  Gfenferal  en  Haiti, 

Et  le  President  de  la  Rfepublique  d'Haiti,  le  S6nateur  Charles  Bazelais ; 

Lesquels,  apres  s*etre  communique  reciproquement  leurs  pleins  pouvoirs, 
trouves  en  bonne  et  due  forme,  sont  convenus  des  Articles  suivants : — 

Article  1. 

Le  President  de  la  R^publiaue  d'Haiti  accede  aux  Conventions  conclues  et 
signees  le  30  Novembre,  1831,  et  le  22  Mars,  1833,  entre  Sa  Majestfe  le  Roi 
des  Fran^ais  et  feu  Sa  Majesty  le  Roi  du  Royaume  Uni  de  la  Grande  Bretagne 
et  d'Irlande,  relativement  k  la  repression  de  la  Traite,  ainsi  qu'a  I'Annexe  de  la 
seconde  Convention,  contenant  les  Instructions  pour  les  Croiseurs ;  sauf  les 
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Sa  Majesty  le  Roi  des  Francis  accepte  T Accession  du  President  de  la  Rk- 
publique  d'Haiti. 

En  consequence,  tons  les  Articles  des  deux  Conventions  susdites,  et  toutes 
les  dispositions  de  TAnnexe  susmentionn^e,  sauf  les  reserves  et  modifications 
dont  il  est  ci^dessus  parl^,  seront  cens^  avoir  kt€  conclos  et  sign^s  de  mSme  que 
la  presente  Convention,  directement  entre  Sa  Majest6  le  Roi  des  Fran^ais  et  le 
President  de  la  R^publique  d'Haiti. 

Les  Hautes  Parties  Contractantes  s'engagent  et  promettent  r^ciproqnement 
d'executer  fid^lement,  sauf  les  reserves  et  modifications  exprimfees  aux  pre- 
sentes ;  toutes  les  clauses,  conditions,  et  obligations  qui  y  sont  stipulees ;  et  pour 
feviter  toute  incertitude,  il  a  fet6  convenu  que  les  susaites  Conventions,  ainsi  que 
TAnnexe  de  la  seconde  Convention,  contenant  les  Instructions  pour  les  Croi- 
seurs^  seront  ius^rees  ici  mot  a  root,  ainsi  qu'il  suit : — 

[Suivent  les  Conventions  du  30  Novembre,  1831,  et  du  22  Mars,  1833,  ainsi 

que  TAnnexe  y  jointe.] 

Article  2, 

Les  Hautes  Parties  Contractantes  consid6rant  que  cbacune  des  ties  de  Cuba 
et  de  Porto  Rko  n'est  separee  de  Ttle  d'Haiti  que  par  un  canal  de  peu  de  lar- 
geur,  conviennent  que,  par  exception  aux  Nos.  3  et  4  de  TArticle  1  de  la  Con- 
vention da  30  Novembre,  1831,  les  croiseiurs  Fran^ais  ne  pourront  point  vi- 
siter les  batimens  Haitiens  naviguant  dans  cette  moitie  de  Tun  et  de  Tautre 
canal  qui  l>aigne  les  cotes  d'Haiti. 

Article  3^ 

II  est  entendu  que  rArticle  2  de  la  Convention  du  30  Novembre,  1831, 
I'ArticIe  1  de  la  Convention  du  22  Mars,  1833,  et  TArticle  1  des  Instruc- 
tions y  annex^es,  seront,  en  ce  qui  concerne  les  commandans  des  crcH- 
seurs  Haitiens,  compris  en  ce  sens  que  les  dits  commandans  devront  avoir  le 
grade  de  capitaine,  ou  au  moins  celui  de  lieutenant,  dans  la  marine  de  la 
Republique. 

Article  4. 

La  derniSre  disposition  de  I'ArticIe  6  de  la  Convention  du  22  Mars,  1833, 
sera  ainsi  con9ue ; 

Cette  portion,  aussi  long  tems  que  la  Legislation  de  la  R^publique  d'Haiti  ne 

{lermettra  pas  qu'elle  soit  augmentfee,  sera  de  50  pour  cent,  du  produit  net  de 
a  vente,  sans  au9une  autre  indemnite  de  quelque  nature  que  ce  soit. 

Article  5. 

L' Article  11  de  la  Convention  du  22  Mars,  1833,  sera  modifi^  de  la  maniere 
suivante  : 

Les  deux  Gouvememens  conviennent  d'assurer  la  liberie  immMiate  de  tous 
les  captifs  qui  seront  trouv^s  abord  des  bUtimens  visit6s  et  arrSt^s  en  vertu  des 
clauses  de  la  Convention  principale  ci-dessus  mentionn^e,  ou  de  la  presente 
Convention,  toutes  les  fois  que  le  crime  de  la  Traite  aura  kt6  declare  constant 
par  les  Tribunaux  respectifs,  et  ils  se  reservent  de  pouvoir  au  bien*6tre  des  dits 
captifs  lib^res,  conform^ment  aux  lois  respectives  des  deux  6tats. 

Article  6. 

L'Article  5  des  Instructions  annexies  k  la  Convention  du  22  Mars,  1833,  sera 
con^u  ainsi : 

Tous  les  navires  Haitiens  qui  seraient  arrSt^s  par  les  croiseurs  de  Sa  Ma- 
jestfe  le  Roi  desFran^ais,  employte  dans  quelque  station  que  ce  soit,  seront  con- 
duits et  remis  a  la  juridiction  Uaitienne  au  Port-au-Prince. 

Tons  les  navires  Fran^ais  qui  seraient  arretfes  par  les  croiseurs  Haitiens,  dans 
quelque  station  que  ce  soit,  seront  conduits  aux  choix  des  dits  croiseurs,  soit  k 
Goree,  soit  a  la  Martinique,  soit  a  la  Guadeloupe,  soit  a  I'lle  Bourbon,  soit  ^ 
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croiseurs  Fran^ais  les  aut^risations  stipul^es  en  rArticle  5  de  la  Convention 
du  30  Novembre,  1831  • 

Article  8. 
La  prisente  Convention  sera  ratifite,  et  les  ratifications  en  seront  exchanges 
au  Port-au-Prince^  dans  le  d^lai  de  six  mois,  ou  plus  tot  si  faire  se  peut. 

En  foi  de  quoi,  les  Pl^nipoteutiaires  ci-dessus  ont  signe  la  pr6sente  Conven- 
tion en  double  original,  et  y  ont  appose  leurs  cachets. 

Fait  au  Port-au-Prince,  le  vingt-neuf  Aoiit,  mil  huit  cent  quarante. 

(Sign6)  A.  N.  LEVASSEUR. 

C.  BAZELAIS. 


(Translation.) 

In  the  name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity. 

His  Majest)-  the  King  of  the  French  having,  conformably  to  the  9th 
Article  of  the  Convention  concluded  on  the  30th  of  November,  1831,  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  invited  the 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti  to  accede  to  the  said  Convention,  and  to 
that  of  the  22nd  of  March,  1833,  between  the  same  Powers; 

And  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti,  equally  animated  with  a  desire 
to  concur  in  the  same  humane  object,  having  cordially  assented  to  this  proposal ; 

The  two  High  Parties,  with  the  view  of  accomplishing  this  generous  design, 
and  of  giving  due  authenticity,  and  all  accustomed  solemnity,  to  the  Accession 
of  the  President  of  the  Republic,  and  to  the  acceptance  thereof  by  his  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  the  French,  have  resolved  to  conclude  to  this  effect  a  formal 
Convention,  and  have  in  consequence  named  for  their  Plenipotentiaries,  that 
is  to  sav  : — 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  Mr.  Andrfe  Nicolas  Levasseur,  &c. ; 

And  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti,  the  Senator  Charles  Bazelais ; 

Who,  after  having  reciprocally  communicated  to  each  other  their  full  powers, 
found  to  be  in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles : — 

Article  1. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti  accedes  to  the  Conventions  con- 
cluded and  signed  on  the  30th  of  Novepiber,  1831,  and  on  the  22nd  of  March, 
1833,  between  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French  and  his  late  Majesty  the 
King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  relating  to  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Slave  Trade,  as  well  as  to  the  Annex  of  the  latter  Convention, 
containing  Instructions  to  Cruizers,  excepting  the  reservations  and  modifica- 
tions expressed  in  the  Articles  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  hereinafter  given,  which 
Articles  shall  be  considered  additional  to  the  said  Conventions  and  to  the 
Annex  above  mentioned;  and  excepting  the  differences  which  necessarily 
result  from  the  situation  of  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti,  as  a  party 
acceding  to  these  Conventions  after  their  conclusion. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French  accepts  the  accession  of  the  President 
of  the  Republic  of  Hayti. 

Therefore,  all  the  Articles  of  the  two  Conventions  aforesaid,  and  all  the  con- 
ditions of  the  said  Annex,  shall,  excepting  the  reservations  and  modifications 
aforesaid,  be  held  to  have  been  concluded  and  signed  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
present  Convention,  directly  between  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French  and 
the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti. 

The  High  Contracting  Parties  engage  and  promise  reciprocally  to  each 
other  to  execute  faithfully  all  the  clauses,  conditions,  and  obligations  of  the 
present  Convention,  subject  always  to  the  reservations  and  modifications  therein 
contained;  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  uncertainty  it  has  been  agreed  that  the 
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Porto  Rico  are  only  separated  from  the  island  of  Hayti  by  a  narrow  strait 
each,  agree  that,  by  exception  to  Nos.  3  and  4  of  Article  1  of  the  Convention 
of  the  30th  of  November,  1831,  French  cruisers  shall  not  search  Haytian  ves- 
sels navigating  within  that  half  of  one  or  the  other  strait  contiguous  to  the 
coasts  of  Hayti. 

Article  3. 

It  is  agreed  that  Aiticle  2  of  the  Convention  of  the  30th  of  November, 
1831.  Article  I  of  the  Convention  of  the  22nd  of  March,  1833,  and  No.  1  of 
the  Instructions  thereunto  annexed,  shall,  as  far  as  the  commanders  of  Hay- 
tian cruizers  are  concerned,  be  understood  in  this  sense,  that  the  said  com- 
manders shall  be  of  the  rank  of  captain,  or  at  least  that  of  lieutenant,  in  the 
navy  of  the  Republic. 

Article  4. 

The  last  stipulation  of  Article  5  of  the  Convention  of  the  22nd  of  March, 
1833,  shall  be  thus  conceived  : 

This  portion,  as  long  as  the  Legislation  of  the  Republic  will  not  allow  of  its 
being  augmented,  shall  be  50  per  cent,  on  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
without  any  other  indemnity  of  any  sort  whatever. 

Article  5. 

Article  11,  of  the  Convention  of  the  22nd  of  March,  1833,  shall  be  modified 
in  the  following  manner; — 

The  two  Governments  agree  to  secure  the  immediate  liberty  of  all  the  cap- 
tives who  shall  be  found  on  board  vessels  visited  and  detained  in  virtue  of  the 
clauses  of  the  principal  Convention  above  mentioned,  and  of  the  present  Con- 
vention, in  all  cases  m  which  the  crime  of  Slave  Trade  shall  be  declared  proven 
by  the  respective  tribunals ;  and  they  reserve  to  themselves  to  provide  ror  the 
well-being  of  the  said  liberated  .captives,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  two 
States, 

Article  6. 

The  5th  Article  'of  the  Instructions  annexed  to  the  Convention  of  the 
22nd  of  March,  1833,  shall  be  conceived  in  these  terms: — ^All  Haytian  vessels 
which  shall  be  detained  by  the  cruizers  of  his  Majesty  the  King  ot  the  French, 
on  any  station  whatever,  shall  be  conducted  and  sent  to  Haytian  jurisdiction 
at  Port-au-Prince. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  by  Haytian  cruizers,  on  any  sta- 
tion whatever,  shall  be  conducted  at  the  choice  of  the  said  cruizers,  at  Goree,  at 
Martinique,  at  Guadaloupe,  at  the  island  of  Bourbon,  or  at  Cayenne,  and  given 
up  in  all  cases  to  French  jurisdiction  in  those  colonies. 

Article  7. 

In  case  the  Republic  of  Hayti  shall  jud^e  it  suitable  to  its  situation,  it  shall 
have  the  power  to  send  cruizers  on  certain  stations  only,  and  even  to  fit  out 
none  at  all ;  without,  however,  being  on  this  account  able  to  dispense  with 
granting  to  French  cruizers  the  authority  stipulated  in  the  5th  Article  of  the 
Convention  of  November,  30,  1831. 

Article  8. 

The  present  Convention  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  shall 
be  exchanged  at  Port-au-Prince,  within  the  space  of  six  months,  or  sooner  if 
possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  above-named  Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  pre- 
sent Convention  in  double  original,  and  have  afiixed  thereto  their  seals. 

Done  at  Port-au-Prince,  the  twenty-ninth  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty. 

(L.S.)        A.  N.  LEVASSEUR. 
(L.S.)        C.  BAZELAIS. 
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No.  168. 

Viscount  Pctimerston  to  Her  Majesty  s  Consul. 

Foreign  Office y  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  169. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 


No.  170. 

Mr.  Thompson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Port-au-Prince,  March  20,  1841. 
Mt  LoHDy  (Reoeiwd  April  30.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
departure  of  G.  W.  C.  Courtenay,  Esq.,  Her  Majesty's  Consul,  from  this  island, 
on  leave  of  absence,  he  received  a  Despatch  from  your  Lordship,  from  which  he 
gave  me  the  following  extract,  and  requested  that  I  would  attend  to  its  contents. 

"  I  observe,  however,  that  you  have  not  transmitted  to  this  office  a  copy  of 
the  note  declaring  the  extent  to  which  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  Hayti  was 
recognised  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  which  you  presented  to  M.  Viallet 
on  the  exchange  of  the  ratification ;  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  send 
a  copy  of  that  note,  together  with  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  passed 
between  General  Inginac  and  yourself.** 

In  order  to  fulfil  your  Lordship's  commands,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  note  addressed  to  M.  Viallet  on  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tion. To  this  note  I  have  found  no  answer  from  M.  Viallet;  and  Mr.  Brown, 
Acting  Vice-Consul,  who  was  present  pending  the  conferences  on  the  Treaty 
for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  informs  me  that  no  answer  was  returned, 
on  the  plea  that  the  substance  of  this  note  was  not  inserted  in  the  Treaty ;  and 
that  subsequently  a  copy  of  the  same  note  was  sent  to  Secretary  General  Inginac, 
whose  reply  I  have  also  the  honour  to  transmit. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  remark  to  your  Lordship  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  a  copy  of  the  note  addressed  to  General  Inginac  in  the  archives,  which  the 
General  in  his  reply  acknowledges  to  have  received ;  and  that  to  a  second  note 
addressed  to  M.  Viallet  there  is  likewise  no  answer. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        HARRISON  JAMES  THOMPSON, 

Acting  Consul. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  170. 
Captain  Courtenay  to  M.  Viallet. 
Sir,  Port-au-Prince,  Auyust  26,  1840. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  and  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  the 
Queen's  ratification,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  to  the  Converition  we  signed  on  the  23rd  of  December  last  for 
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the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  I  am  ready  to  exchange  the  same 
against  a  similar  instrument  ratified  by  the  President  of  Hayti. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  W.  C.  COURTENAY. 

Senator  ViaOet, 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  170. 
Captain  Courtenay  to  M.  Fialtet. 

Port-au-Prince,  le  20  Octobre,  1840. 

En  6changeant  la  ratification  de  Sa  Majeste  du  Trait6  d' Accession,  de  la 
part  du  Gonvemement  d'  Haiti,  aux  Conventions  du  30  Novembre,  1831,  et  du 
22  Mars^  1833,  entre  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  la  France,  pour  la  repression  de  la 
Traite  des  Noirs,  contre  la  ratification  du  dit  Traite  par  le  Gouvemement  d'Hayti, 
le  soussignfe  Plenipotentiaire  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique  a  reju  les  ordres 
de  Sa  Majesty  de  declarer  que  Sa  Majeste  a  accede  a  la  stipulation  par  laqnelle 
les  croiseurs  Britanniques  ne  doivent  visiter  les  b&t'miens  Haitiens  an  c6t6 
Haitien  du  milieu  des  canaux  qui  existent  entre  Cuba  et  Haiti,  et  entre  Porto 
Rico  et  Haiti,  Sa  Majest^  voulant,  par  cela,  assurer  le  commerce  du  cabotage 
d*Haiti  contre  la  possibility  d'une  molestation  vexatoire  quelconque  par  suite 
des  mesures  qui  seront  prises  suivant  le  dit  Trait6. 

Mais  Sa  Majesty  trouve  &  propos  de  declarer  qu'en  consentant  a  telle  stipu- 
lation elle  ne  reConnait  aucun  droit  de  juridiction  de  la  part  du  Gouvemement 
d'Haiti  sur  aucune  partie  des  mers  qui  environnent  Ttle  d'Haiti,  au-dela  de  trois 
milles  de  la  marque  de  la  basse  mar6e;  celle-ci  6tant  la  distance  a  laquelle^ 
suivant  Vusage  du  temps  modeme,  la  juridiction  territoriale  d'un  fetat  s'^tend  sur 
la  mer  qui  baigne  la  cote  de  tel  6tat. 

Le  soussigne  saisit  la  pr^ente  occasion  pour  assurer  Monsieur  le  S^nateur 
Viallet,  Plenipotentiaire  de  la  Republique  d'Haiti,  de  son  haut  respect  et  de  sa 
haute  consideration. 

(Signfe)        G.  W.  C.  COURTENAY. 

Le  Sinateur  Viallet, 
Sfc     8f€.    Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

Port-au-Prince,  October  20.  1840. 

In  exchanging  Her  Majesty's  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Accession,  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  Hayti,  to  the  Conventions  of  November  30, 
1831,  and  of  March  22,  1833,  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  for  the  Sup- 
pression of  the  Slave  Trade,  against  the  ratification  of  the  said  Treaty  by  tne 
Government  of  Hayti — 

The  Undersigned,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary,  \s  commanded 
by  Her  Majesty  to  diedare  that  Her  Majesty  has  aceeded  to  the  stipulation  by 
which  British  cruizers  are  not  to  search  Haytian  vessels  on  the  Haytian  side  of 
the  middle  of  the  channels  which  lie  between  Cuba  and  Hayti,  and  between 
Porto  Rico  and  Hayti,  Her  Majesty  being  thereby  desirous  to  secure  the 
coasting  trade  of  Hayti  against  the  possibility  of  any  vexatious  molestation  in: 
consequence  of  the  measures  which  will  be  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid 
Treaty. 

But  Her  Majesty  deems  it  right  to  declare  that,  by  agreeing  to  such  stipula- 
tion, she  does  not  acknowledge  any  right  of  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  the 
Haytian  state  over  any  portion  of  the  seas  which  surround  the  island  of  Hayti, 
beyond  three  miles  from  low-water  mark — that  being  the  distance  to  which, 
by  the  practice  of  modem  times,  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  a  state  extends 
over  the  sea  bordering  upon  the  coast  of  such  state. 

The  Undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  of  assuring  Senator 
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Viallet,  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti,  of  his  high  respect  and  con- 
sideration. 

(Signed)        G.  W.  C.  COURTENAY. 

Senator  Viallet, 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  170. 


General  Inginac  to  Captain  Courtenay. 

Monsieur  le  Consul,  Port-au-Prince,  le  20  Octobre,  1840. 

J'ai  re5u  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  Thonneur  de  m'adresser,  |K)ur 
me  transmettre  la  declaration  que  votre  Gouvernement  vous  a  charge  de  faire 
au  Gouvernement  de  la  R^publique,  au  moment  des  ratifications  de  la  Conven* 
tion  conqlue  entre  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  Haiti,  le  23  D^cembre,  1839,  sur 
ce  que  Ton  entend  par  la  juridiction  d'un  etat  sur  les  mers  qui  baignent  ses 
cotes. 

Le  Gouvernement  Haitien,  penetrfe  de  Tobligation  de  se  conformer  toujours 
a  ce  qui  est  pr^scrit  par  le  droit  des  geng,  ne  pretend  pas  etendre  la  juridiction 
territoriale  de  la  Republique  au-dela  des  limites  reconnues  entre  toutes  les 
nations ;  seulement  it  fait  observer  que  le  territoire  de  la  Rfepublique  a  des 
baies  profondes  de  plusieurs  lieues,  et  que  d*ailleurs  il  ne  se  borne  pas  a  llle 
d'Haiti,  niais  qu'il  comprend  en  outre  les  differentes  iles  adjacentes  qui  en  de- 
pendent, et  sur  lesquelles  le  droit  de  domaine  de  la  Republique  ne  peut-etre 
contest^. 

Je  saisis  avec  empressement,  M.  le  Consul,  cette  occasion  pour  vous  r6- 
iterer  Tassurance  de  ma  consideration  la  plus  distingu6e. 

Le  Secretaire  General  pr^s  Son  Excellence  le  President  d'Haiti, 

(Signe)        B.  INGINAC. 

G.  TV.  C.  Courtenay,  Ecuyer, 

Sfc.         8fc.         Sfc. 


(Translation.)^ 

Sir,  Port-aU'Prince,  October  20,  1840. 

I  HAVE  received  the  Letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  address 
to  me,  to  convey  to  me  the  declaration  which  your  Government  has  charged 
you  to  make  to  the  Government  of  the  Republic,  at  the  time  of  (exchanging) 
the  ratifications  of  the  Convention  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and 
Hay  ti,  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1839,  as  to  what  is  understood  by  the  juris- 
diction of  a  state  over  the  seas  which  bathe  its  coasts. 

The  Haytian  Government,  feeling  the  obligation  of  always  conforming  to 
that  which  is  prescribed  by  the  law  of  nations,  does  not  make  any  pretension 
to  extend  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Republic  beyond  the  limits  acknow- 
ledged among  all  nations.  It  only  observes  that  in  the  territory  of  the  Re- 
public there  are  bays  several  leagues  in  depth,  and  that  the  territory  does  not 
consist  merely  of  the  Island  ot  Hayti,  but  comprehends  also  the  different 
islands  dependent  thereupon,  the  dominion  of  the  Republic  over  which  cannot 
be  contested. 

I  take,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  INGINAC, 
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No.  17L 

Mr.  ThampMon  to  Visamnt  Palmerston. 

Cape  HaHtien,  March  31,  1841. 
Mt  Lord,  {Received  May  6.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  13th  of  August  last,  with  a  copy  of  two  series  of  Papers  relating 
to  the  Slave  Trade* 

I  have,  &e. 
(Signed)        HARRISON  JAS.  THOMPSON, 
Her  Majesty's  Vioe-dmrnd. 

The  Right  Han.  Fieanmt  Paimeretan,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sge.  Sfc. 


No.  172. 

Mr.  Thompson  to  Viscount  Paimerston. 

Port-^m-Prince,  April  16,  1841. 
Mt  Lord,  (Received  June  1.) 

I  H^VE  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  that  the  Treaty  of  Ac- 
cession,  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Havti,  with  France  to  the  two  Con- 
ventions existing  between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  France,  for  the 
Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  (a  copy  of  which  Treaty  was  transmitted  to 
your  Lordship  in  Captain  Courtenay's  Despatch  of  the  14th  of  November  last), 
has  been  ratified  by  the  Government  of  France,  and  was  presented  to  His 
Excellency  the  President  of  Hayti,  by  Colonel  Levasseur,'  on  the  6th  instant, 
when  the  Ratifications  were  exchang;ed* 

(Signed)  HARRISON  JAS.  THOMPSON, 

Ser  Majesty's  Vice-Consul. 

The  Right  Hon.  Fitcount  Paimerston,  G.CB., 

OfC.  CfCm  CfC. 


No.  173. 

Mr.  Thompson  to  Viscount  Paimerston. 

Port^U'Prince,  May  31,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  Jnly  7.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  15th  of  April  last,  with  a  copy  of  a  Treaty  concluded  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1839,  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Argentine 
Confederation,  for  the  AboUtion  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)        HARRISON  JAS,  THOMPSON, 

Acting  Consul. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Paimerston,  G.CB. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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No.  174. 
Mr.  Thompson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Port-au-Prince,  June  30,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  August  4.) 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  22nd  of  April  last,  with  twelve  copies  of  a  Convention  for  the 
suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  concluded  at  Port-au-Prince  on  the  23rd  of 
December,  1839. 

I  have  &cc» 
(Signed)  HARRISON  JAS.  THOMPSON. 

Acting  Consul. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  176. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Her  Majesty  s  Consul. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament, 

(See  No,  9.) 

No.  176. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Her  Majestj/s  Consul. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  for  all  laws  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  12.) 
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VENEZUELA. 


No.  177, 

VitwuiU  Pabnertton  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15, 1841. 
Circular  sendmg  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

•  (See  No.  1.) 

Na  178. 

Viseount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul. 

Foreign  Office,  Aprils,  1841. 

•  •  Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 

No.  179. 

Mr.  O'Lmry  to  FUeomU  Pabnersion. 

BritiMh  Consulate,  Caracas,  March  19, 1841. 
JtfrXoBi),  i^jRemved  May  Q.) 

I  HA.VE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordrfiip^ 
Despatch  of  the  13th  August  ultimo,  transmitting  to  Sir  Robert  Ker  Porter  a 
copy  of  two  series  of  papers  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade;  which  were  presented 
to  the  twx>  Houses  of  Parliament  during  the  Session  of  1840. 

*  I  nave  &c 

(Signed)  'DANffiL  F.  CTLKARY. : 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
cfc.  '8{c.  8fc. 

No.  180. 

F^scwmt  Pahnerston  io  £bf»  Majesty's  Consul. 

Foreign  Office,  May  h.lMl.  ' 
Circular  iostrucfion  as  to  holding  slav£  property. 

(SeeOkssB,No.l96.) 

•        '        -* 

»al81.  '  '     ', 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 
'Circular  as  to  Instructions  to  Venezuelan  agents  in  slave-holding  countriea., 

(See  No.  3.)      . 
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No.  182. 

Mr.  O'Leary  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

British  Consulate,  Caracas,  June  9,  184L 
My  Lorp,  (Received  August  4.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatches  of  the  16th  and  22nd  of  April  ultimo,  transmitting  to  me  copies  of 
a  Treaty  concluded  at  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  24th  May,  1839,  between  Her 
Majesty  and  the  Argentine  Confecleration  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade» 
and  of  a  Convention  concluded  at  Port-au-Prince  on  the  23rd  December,  1839,. 
by  which  the  Republic  of  Hayti  has  acceded  to  the  Conventions  for  the  sup* 
pression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  concluded  between  his  late  Majesty  and  the  King 
of  the  French,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1831,  and  the  22nd  of  March,  1833. 

T  bave  &c 
(Signed)        DANIEL  F.  O'LEARY^ 

TTie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

<§(?•  <§C.  (§C. 

No.  183. 

Mr.  G'Leary  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

British  Consulate^  Caracas^  June  25, 184L 
My  Lord,  {Received  August  16.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  8th  of  May  last,  transmitting  to  me  a  copy  of  a  Memorial  froih 
the  Ueneral  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  and  acquainting^  me  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  concurs  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  that  Memorial,  and  espe* 
ciially  in  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  unfitting  that  any  officer,  holding  an 
appointment  under  the  British  crown,  should,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  nold 
or  be  interested  in  slave  property ;  and  further  desiring  ine  to  forward  to  the 
British  Vice-Consuls  at  Puerto  Cabello  and  Maracaibo  copies  of  the  Memorial^ 
with  suitable  instructions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  lost  no  time  in  complying 
fwith  thes^  instructions. 

X  have  &c 
(Signed)        DANIEL  R  OXEARY. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerstan,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  184. 

Mr.  G*Leary  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

British  Consulate,  Caraotis,  June  26,  184L 

My  Lord,  (Received  August  16.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  11th  of  May  last,  instructing  me  to  invite  the  Venezuelan 
Government  to  address  to  its  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  in  slave-holding 
countries  instructions  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  circular  letter  [addressed 
by  your  Lordship  to  all  British  functionaries  in  slave-holding  countries,  a  copy 
of  which  accompanied  your  Lordship's  Despatch. 

On  the  24th  mstant  I  wrote  on  the  subject  to  the  Venezuelan  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        DANIEL  F.  O^LEARY. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.  B. 
^e.        ^c.        ^c. 
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No.  185. 

Mr.  OLeury  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. 

British  Conslate,  Caracas^  July  19,  1841. 
My  LoRDy  {Received  September  2.) 

In  my  Despatch  of  the  25th  ultimo  I  stated,  that,  in  pursuance  of  your 
Lordship's  instructions,  I  wrote  to  the  Venezuelan  Foreign  Minister,  inviting 
the  Venezuelan  Government  to  address  to  its  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Agents 
in  slave-holding  countries  instructions  similar  to  those  contained  in  your  Lord- 
ship's circular  letter  to  all  British  functionaries  in  slave-holding  countries ; 
and  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  my  note  to  the  Venezuelan 
Minister,  and  the  reply  of  his  Excellency  thereto. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  DANIEL  F.  OXEARY. 

Tki  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  185, 
Mr.  O'Leary  to  Don  P.  Aranda. 
S($  British  Consulate^  Caracas^  June  25,  184L 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  having  received  information  by 
which  it  would  appear  that  persons  appointed  by  European  Governments  to  reside 
as  Ministers  or  Consuls  or  Agents  m  slave-holding  countries  are  sometimes  in 
the  habit  of  hiring  and  maintaining  slaves,  and  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in 
which  slave  property  is  concerned ;  and  as  by  such  practices  the  functionaries 
in  question  give  an  indirect  sanction  to  slavery,  and  appear  to  countenance  a 
demand  for  slaves.  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  addressed  to  all  British 
functionaries  in  slave-holding  countries  the  circular  letter  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  copy. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  thinking  it  very  important  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Venezuelan  Government  should  be  expressed  upon  this  subject  m  such  a 
manner  as  to  afford  an  additional  discouragement  to  tne  Slave  Traae,  and  certain 
that  much  good  would  be  effected  in  this  respect  if  the  Venezuelan  Govern- 
ment would  address  to  its  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  instructions  similar 
to  those  contained  in  the  enclosed  circular,  Viscount  Palmerston  has  instructed 
me  to  invite  your  Excellency  to  submit  the  proposal  to  the  Venezuelan 
Government. 

Judging  from  the  liberal  and  philanthropic  principles  which  distinguish  the 
policy  of  the  Venezuelan  Government,  I  am  persuaded  that  it  will  afford  an- 
other example  thereof,  by  readily  acceding  to  the  invitation  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  thereby  contributing  to  the  extinction  of  slavery. 

I  am,  &c. 
(S^ned)  DANIEL  F.  O'LEARY, 

His  Excellency  Don  Francisco  Aranda, 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


(Translation.)  Second  Enclosure  in  No.  185. 

Don  jP.  Aranda  to  Mr.  0*Leary. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  Caracas,  July  14,  1841. 

Having  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Government  your  note  of 
the  24th  of  June  last,  with  the  copy  which  accompanied  it  of  the  circular  letter 
addressed  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  to  its  functionaries  in 
countries  where  slavery  is  permitted,  I  am  directed  to  reply  to  the  proposal 
contained  in  your  note,  that  this  Government  address  to  its  agents  in  countries 
where  slavery  is  permitted  instructions  similar  to  those  addressed  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  that  the  Government  of  the  Republic  will  call  to  the  re- 
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collection  of  its  agents  and  functionaries  in  places  where  there  are  slaves  what 
the  laws  have  disposed  for  the  attainment  of  the  extinction  of  slavery,  and  will 
likewise  remind  them  that  they  are  to  act  in  the  manner  most  suitable  not  to 
encourage  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  FRANCISCO  ARANDA. 

Daniel  F.  O' heart/,  Esq^ 
Sfc.        Sfc.        8fc. 


No.  186- 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Her  Majesty'^  Consul. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30, 1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  9.) 

No.  187. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  M.  Foriifue. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12, 1841,  • 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No-  10,) 

No.  188. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Her  Majesty  e  VonsuL 

Foreign  Office,  December  ^,  1841. 
Circular  for  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  12.) 
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Oct     80 

Nov.    13 
Dec     27 


Greciitn  Ai^ents  in  Sla.ve- 
holding  Countries 
1 4    Oreeian  Punetionaries  in 
Slave-holdtag    Coun- 
tries 

Tvpen  presented  to  Par- 
liament   •        . 

Ditto  ditto  •        • 

For  all  Laws  on  Slave 
Trade 


64 


65 

ib. 
ib. 

ib. 


GREECE— (  Consular). 


79.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  British  Consuls  • 

80.  Vbu  Consul  Gnen  to  Visaount  Palmerston 


July    31  Law 

Sept     6    Oet     11    DiUo 


diUo  . 


.     66 
/ib. 


MOROCCO--(Co»wifar). 


81.  CSieidar  to  British  Consid  and  yioe-Consnl 

83.  Mr.  Hay  to  Viscount  Palmerston  .        •        ,         ^ 

83.  Circular  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls  •    July    31 

84.  Mr.  Hay  to  Viscount  Palmerston    •        • 
86.  Earl  of  Abodeen  to  Mr.  Hay 

861.  Earl  of  Aberifeen  to  Mc  Hay 


May      3  Net  to  hold  Slave  Pro- 

perty 

May    31    June   14    Ditto  ditto  . 

31  »  Greek  Law  . 

Aug.    18    Sept.     6    Ditto  ditto  . 

Oct.     30  Papers  presented  to  Par- 

hament    . 

Dec.    27  Far  all  Laws  en  Slave 

Trade 


67 
ib. 
b. 
ib. 

68 

ib. 


87.  Viscount  Palmenrton  to  Mr.  Young 

8B.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Young 
89.  Mr.  Young  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


PALESTINE. 

•    May     8 


July    9! 

Jniy     8    Sept. 


Not  to  hold  !(lave  Pro- 
perty      •                -  69 
d^eek  Law  •        .        .  ib. 
9    Ditto           ditto  .        .  ib. 


PERSIA. 

90.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  John  M*Neil         •    July      9 

91 .  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  John  M'Neil      •        •    Dee.    27 


To  collect  Information 
as  to  Slave  Trade      •     70* 

For  all  Laws  on  Slave 
Trade       ...     71 


SYRIA— (Conwfar). 

92.  Circular  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls  .    May      8 

93.  Cireular  to  British  Consols  and  Vice-Consuls  •    July    31 


Not  to  hold  Slave  Pro- 
perty       ...    72 
Greek  Law  •        •        .72 


TURKEY. 

94»  Viscount  Ponsenby  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


95.  ViseeuoA  PftloMralQa  te  Viscount  Ponsoiyby  . 

96.  Viseovnt  Pdmenten  to  Viscount  Ponsonby  • 

97.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Viscount  Ponsonby  • 

Two  Enclosures 

.  98.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Bankhead 

99.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mahomed  Fuad  Effendi  • 
100.';^Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  S.  Canning 


1840. 
Dec.    27 


184U 
Feb.      fi 


1941. 
April  L5 

April  22 
June   23 


Oct    30 

Nov.    12 
Dec.    27 


Probable  failure  of  any 
attempt  to  abolish 
Slavery    •        . 

'Areaity  with  the  Aigen- 
tine  Confederation     • 

Convention  with  Hati  . 

Measures  taken  against 
Slave  Trade  by  the  Bey 
of  Tunis   .        . 

Papers  presented  to  Par- 
hament    • 

Ditto  ditto  • 

For  all  Laws  on  Slave 
Tmde 


73 

74 
lb. 


ib. 

ib. 
ib. 

ib. 


TURKEY— (Coiwt«/ar). 

101.  Circulir  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls  .    May     8 


Not  to  hold  Slave  Pro- 


102.  Mr.  R.W.  Bnnt  to  Visconnt  Palmerston 


Lstoho 


.     ,  .        .     75 

June   25    July    31    As  to  holding  Slave  P^ 

perty       •        •        •   ib. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VllI 


I4ST  OP  Papers. 


No. 

103.  "hUr.  J.  3raiit^o  VUcount  Palmerston      « 

104.  Mr.  Kerr  to  ViJicount  Palmerston  , 

1 05.  Mr.  Blunt  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

106.  Circular  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice*Consuls 

107.  Mr.  Cartwright  to  Viscount  Palmerston  • 

108.  Mr.  Sandison  to  Viscount  Palmerston     , 

109.  Mr.  Cartwright  to  Viscount  Palmerston  . 


Datt.  Beceipt 

1841.  1841. 

r    Jjine   30  July    30 

.    June   30  July     31 

>    July      8  July    31 
.    July    31 

•    July     14  Aug.     6 

. ,  Aug.    17  Sept  20 

,     Sept.    15  Nov.     2 


SUBJECT.  Page 

As  to  holding  Slave  Pro- 
perty     .        .        ^  75 

Ditto           ditto  ,        .  70 

Ditto           ditto  •        .  ib. 

Greek  Law  .        .         .  ib. 

On  holding  Slave  Pro- 
perty       .        .     '   .  ib. 

Ditto,  and  state  of  Sla- 
very at  Brussa  .         .  77 

Greek  Law  *        .        .  ib. 


TRIPOLI.— (Cow^/ar.) 


1840. 
Dec.    11    Jan. 

1841. 
May      8 


11  Or  Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston  • 

111.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Colonel  Warrington  • 

1 12.  Cok>nel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston  .     April     9    May 

113.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Colonel  Warrington  .     May    18 

1 14.  Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston  •    Jane    14    July 

115.  Circular  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls  .     July     31 

116.  Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston     .    July      1    Aug. 

One  Enclosure 

117.  Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston     .    July    20    Sept. 

One  Enclosure 

118.  Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston    •    Sept.     1    Oct. 

One  Enclosure 

1 1 9.  Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston    .  Sept.  3    Oct 

120.  Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston     .  Sept  17    Oct 

121.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Colonel  Warrington          •  Oct  30 

122.  Colonel  Warrmgton  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen    .    Oct     23    Nov. 

Four  Enclosures 

123.  Colonel  Warrington  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen   «    Oct.    24    Dec. 

Two  Enclosures 

124.  ColonelWarrington  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen     .     Nov.     2    Dec. 

One  Enclosure 

125.  Ear!  of  Aberdeen  to  Colonel  Warrington  •     Dec.    27 


14    Slave  Trade  by  the  Arabs    78 

Not  to  hold  Slave  Pro* 
perty        •        .        •    ib. 
11    Slaves  arrived  at  Ben- 

gazi.        •  •    ib. 

Tours:e  Sheik  Absrelled 
to  abolish  Slave  Trade    79 
7    On  holding  Slave  Pro- 
perty       •        •        •    ib. 
Greek  Law  .         •        •     ib. 
9    Sheik  Abgelled    .        .    ib. 


6    Slave  Trade  at  Bengazi. 

10    Sheik  Abgelled    . 

10    Ditto  .... 
14    Greek  Law  . 

Papers  presented  to  Par- 
liament   . 
10    Sheik  Abgelled    . 

5    Ditto  «        «        •        • 

5    Ditto  •        •        .         . 

For  all  Laws  on  Slave 
Trade 


TUNIS.— (Consular.) 

126.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  T.  Reade      .        .  March  18 

One  Enclosure 

127.  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Mr.  Backhouse      .         •        •  Feb«    27    April     6 

One  Enclosure 

128.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  T.  Reade      .        .  May      8 

129.  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston      •        •  April   30    June     8 

Two  Enclosures 

130.  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston      .         .  May     12    June     8 

131.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  T.  Reade      .        •  June    22 

132.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  T.  Reade      .         .  June    23 

One  Enclosure 

133.  Circular  to  British  Consul  and  Vice-Consuls    .  July     31 

134.  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston     •        •  June     4    Aug.     9 

135.  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


136.  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston     • 

Two  Enclosures 

137.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  T.  Reade  •        ,    Oct.     30 


Aug.   10    Sept     9 
Sept.     7    Oct     14 


80 

83 

83 
ib. 

ib. 
84 

85 

86 

87 


88 
88 


89 

90 
92 
93 

ib. 


138.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  T.  Reade  . 


Dec.    27 


"  Miltiades.'*     M.  Gas- 

pary         .        •         • 

Ditto.    M.  Nyssen        • 

Not  to  hold  Slave  Pro- 
perty       .        •        • 

Exportation  of  Slaves 
forbid  by  the  Bey 

Ditto  ditto  . 

Ditto  to  thank  the  Bey  • 

M.  Nyssen  •        • 


Greek  Law  •        •        .    ib. 

"  Miltiades."  M.  Gas- 
pary         .         .         .     ib. 

Abolition  of  ExportTrade 
in  Slaves  •        •         .95 

Public  Slave-market  abo- 
lished      •        .         .     ib. 

Papers  presented  to  Par- 
liament   •        .         .98 

For  all  Laws  on  Slave 
Trade       .        •         •    ib. 


BOLIVIA. 

1840. 
Oct 


1841. 
Mar.      7    Treaty  signed  Sept.  25  •     99 


139.  Mr.  Wilson  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

Two  Enclosures 

140.  Mr.  Wilson  to  Viscount  Palmerston        •        •     Oct       4    Mar.     8    Pope's  Brief  published  .  101 

1841. 

141.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Wilson         ,         .     Mar.    19  Treaty.    Approval         .    ib. 

142.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Masterton    .         .     April  15  Treaty  with  the  Argen- 

tine Confederation      «    ib. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jiotr  w^  Tabkbs. 


145.  Mr.'^VGbQii  to  mwnint 


Date.           Beeeipt  SUBJECT.  Fute 

1840.               1841.  ^ 

ton        «        .    No7..  2    June     a  .IVeat^r.   HtportA)f  Otn* 

One  Endonire  gress        •        .        .102 

14C  Mr.  WUMflto  "^^inMiDt  Palmeraton      ..        ..    Nor.  2    Jnae    ^  BolivM  RatifttfttMn*  .  io4 

147.  Mr.'WUtoa.taVlwouiit  Palmerston        .        •    Nov.    10    June     3  Project  of  Law  on  Shtre 

Threetlntloiares  ISmU     .•      >^       «   ib. 


CENTRAL  AMERICA. 


^  l4fll^Cirtnimf  toBiitiih  Ctntuls  and  Yk%i£owmk 

149.  CSiionUr.io  Brititb  Consuls  and  Vice-consuls 
.150.  Cinnte'to  BiitiBb.Con8uls  and  Vice-Conanls 


1841. 
Apiil  05 

April  22 
May      8 


151.  Cireolar  to  British  Consuls  and  Tice-Consuls  •    Oat    90 
'J 52.  Cinnlnr tn  British rnnnnln  nnti  Yice-Consuls  •    Dea    27 


CHILE. 

1840.  1841. 

15^  The' Hon..' J.  ^VUpole  to  Viscount  Pslmerston  .    Oct    18  Feb.    16 

154.  The  Bon.  J.  Walpda  to  Viscount  Pdmeiston  •    Nov.     1  Feb.     16 


155^  The  Hon.  J.  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston  . 

156.  The  Hon.  J.  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston  • 

One  Enclosure 

157.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  Hon.  J.  Walpde 


Nov.    14    Feb.    20 
Nov.   20    Feb.    20 

.1841. 
March  16 


158.  Circular  to  Consuls April  15 

159.  Circular  to  Consuls '  April  22 

160.  Giitalar  toContulaa^d  Vice-Consuls     .        •    May  8 

1840. 

161^  The  Hon*  J.  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston  •    Dec.  26    May    10 

One  Enclosure 

1841 

162.  The  Hon.  J.  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerstoa  .    Jan.  12    May    10 

163.  ViaeonatPalncatoikto  the  Hon.  J.  Walpole  .^  May  II 


164.  Viiooant  Palmerstoa  to  the  Hon.  J.  Walpole    •    June  8 

One  Enclosure ' 

165.  The  Hon.  J.  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston  .    Feb.  21    June     7 

One  Enclosure 

166.  The  Hon.  J.  Walpole  to  Viscount  PalmenoQ  •    May  15    Sept  24 

.167,  The  Ead.of  Aberdeen  to  the  Hon.  J.  Walpole.    Oct.  30 

468.  The  Hon.  J.  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmenton  .*  June  27    Nov.    22 

169.  The  Hon.  J.  Walpole  to  Mr.  Bidwell       .        .'July  22    Dec      1 

1 70.  Tba  JBad  of  Aberdeen  to  the  Hon.  T.  Walpole  • '  Dec  3 1 ' 


Treaty  with  .Argentine 
Confederation  .        ».  107 

Convention  with  Hayti  •    ib. 

Not  to  hold  Slave  Pro- 
perty       .        .        »   ib. 

Papers  presented  to  Psr* 
hament    .        •        •    ib. 

Tor  all*  Laws  on  Slave 
..Tiada    .«      ..        •  ib. 


Treaty.  Sanction  by 
Congrees  douhtftil      .  108 

Acknowledgment  of  De- 
spateli     •        •        •    ib.v 

Ditto  ditto  .         .    ib. 

Treaty.  Proceedings  on 
Receipt  of  Ratification  109 

Treaty.    Duration        •  110 

Treaty  with  the  Argen- 
tine Confederation     .  Ill 

Convention  with  Havti.    ib. 

Not  to  hold  Slave  Pro- 
perty      .        .        .    ib. 

Convention,  signed  Nov. 
25,  1840   .        •         .   ib. 

Treaty.  Proposed  limi- 
tation      .        •        .114 

Proposed  Instruction  to 
Chilian  Functionaries 
In  Slave  •  holding 
Countries.        •        .115 

Treaty.  Proposed  Limi- 
tation      •        •        .    ib. 

Convention  approved  by 
Congress .        •         .116 

Treat V.  Proposed  limi- 
tation      .        .        .117 

Papers  presented  to  Par- 
hament    •        •        .    ib. 

Acknowledgment  of  De- 
spatch .        .        ,118 

Treaty         .        .        .    ib. 

For  all  Laws  on  Slave 
Trade      .        •        .    ib. 


EQUATOR. 


171.  Mr.  Cope  to  Mr.  Bidwell       • 

172.  Ifr.  Cope  to  Viscount  Palmerston  . 

173.  Tiscount  Palmeistonto  Mr.  Cope  . 

174:  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Cope 
175.  Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Mr.  Cope 

176:  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Cope 

1 77.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Cope 

178.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Cope 


•      1840.  1841. 

•  Sept.     1    Jan.      2 

.     Oct.    30    Esb.    20 

1841. 

•  April   15 


April  22 

M:ay  8 

Oct  30 

Deoi  27 

Deo.  31 


MEXICO. 

1840, 
179.  Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Palmerston  •        .    Dec. 

One  Endesure 

Class  D. 


1841. 
19    Feb.    15 


Pope's  Bull,  published  at 
Quito       .        .         .119 

Aeknowled§Hiea(  of  De- 
spatch    •        •        .    ib. 

Treaty  with  the  Aigen- 

tine  Confederation      .    ib. 
Convention  with  Hayti .    ib. 
Not  to  hold  Slave  Pro- 
-  perty        .         .         .120 
Papers  presented  to  Par- 

hament    .        .        .    ib. 
For  all  Laws  on  Slave 

Trade       .        •         .    ib. 
Toendeavonr  tocondude 

the  Slave  Trade  Treaty   ib. 


Treaty.    Plenipotentiary 
appointed         •       ^  121  t 

Digit4ed  by  VnOOQ IC 


List  of  Paperis. 


180.  Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Palmenton 

181.  Circular  to  Miniiter  and  Contuls    . 

1 83.  Circular  to  Minister  and  Consuls    • 

183.  Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Palmerston 

184.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Pakenham 


185.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Pakenham    * 
185.  Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Palmerston    • 


Date. 
1841. 
Jan.     25 

April  15 

April   22 
Feb.     25 

May    11 


May    26 
Aug.   14 


187.  Mr.  Pakenham  fo  Viscount  Palmerston  •        •  Aug.    13 

iTwo  Enclosures 

188.  Mr.  Jolly  to  Mr.  Bidwell        •        •        •        •  Aug.  18. 

189.  Mr.  JoUyto  Mr.  Bidwell        •        •        .        «  Aug.  18. 

1 90.  Circular  to  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  and  Consuls  Oct.     30 


Receipt  SUBJECT.  Page 

1841. 
March  1 9    Treaty.        Negotiations 

concluded         •         .121 
Tk^eaty   with  Argentine 

Confederation    •        *  123 
Convention  vrith  Hayti  .    ib. 
April  26    Sending      the     Treaty 

signed  Feb.  24  .         .124 
Proposed  Instruction  to 
Mexican  Functionaries 
in  Slave-holding  Coun- 
tries.       .        •        •    ib. 
Treaty.    Approval        •    iIk 
Oct.      7    Instructions  to  Mexican 
Functionaries  inSlave- 
holding  Countries      .    ib. 
Ditto  ditto  •        .125 


Oct  11 
Oct  22 
Oct    22 


191.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Pakenham 

192.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Pakenham 

193.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Pakenham 


Nov.   24 

Dec.    27 
Dec.    31 


Acknowledgment  of  De- 
spatch    •        •        • 

Ditto  ditto  . 

Papers  presented  to  Par- 
liament   . 

Instructions  to  Mexican 
Agents  in  Slave-hoki- 
ing  Countries    • 

For  all  Laws  on  Slave 
Trade 

Treaty.  Non-arrival  of 
Mexican  Ratification,    ib. 


127 
ib. 

ib. 


ib. 
128 


MONTEVIDEO. 

1841.  1841. 

194.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hood  •        •        •    April  15 

195.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hood  •        .        •    April  22 

196.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Mandeville  •        .    April   23 

One  Enclosure 

197.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hood  •        .        .    April  23 

One  Enclosure 

198.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hood  •        •        .    May      8 

1 99.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Mandeville  •        •    May    1 1 


200.  Mr.  Hood  to  Viscount  Palmerston  .        •        •    Feb.    23    June    14 

Two  Enclosures 


201.  Mr.  Dale  to  Viscount  Palmerston  •        .        •    March  24    June    14 

One  Enclosure 


202.  M.  Ellauri  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


.    May     6    Aug.   18 


203.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  M  Ellauri         •        •    Aug.   26 

204.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Dale   •        »        .Sept   21 

205.  Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston  •        •    July    19    Oct      7 


206.  Mr.  Dale  to  Viscount  Palmerston    • 


•    July    14    Oct      8 


207.  Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston         •  Aug.  5    Oct    28 

One  Enclosure 

208.  Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston           •  Aug.  10    Oct    28 

One  Enclosure 

209.  Mr.  Dale  to  Viscount  Palmerston  •        .        .  Aug.  17    Oct    29 

210.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  H.M't.  Consul       •        •  Oct.  80 

211.  Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston  •        •  Sept  10    Dec     6 

One  Eaclosnre 

212.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  H.M'8.  Consul        •        •  Dec  27 


213.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Mandeville 


•    Dec    31 


Treaty  with  the  Argen* 
tine  Confederation     •  129 

Convention  with  Hayti .    ib. 

Repealed  General  Abo- 
lition of  Slavery  in 
Montevideo      •        •    ib 

Ditto  ditto  •        •    ib* 

Not  to  hold  Slave  Pro- 
perty       •        .        .130 

Proposed  Instruction  to 
Montevidean  Funo* 
tionaries  in  Slave- 
holding  Countries       •    ib. 

Proposed  Measures  of 
the  Montevidean  Go- 
vernment respecting 
Slave  Property .        •    ib. 

Right  of  a  Slave  freed  by 
a  British  Subject  to 
British  Protection      •  132 

Rio  de  la  Plata.  Slave 
Trade  Convention      .  133 

Diito  ditto  .        •  134 

Right  of  a  Slave  freed  by 
a  British  Subject  to 
British  Protection      .  135 

Reported  general  Libe- 
ration of  Slaves  in 
Montevideo      •        •    ib. 

Ditto.  Proposed  Mea- 
sure not  carried  into 
efiect       .        .        .136 

Montevidean  Function- 
aries in  Slave-holding 
Countries.        •        •    ib. 

Reported  general  Libe- 
ration of  Slaves         •  137 

Treaty.    Ratification    .  138 

Papers  presented  to  PaiS 
liament    •        •        •  139 

Treaty.    Ratification    •    ib. 

For  all  Laws  on  Slave 
Trade       .        •        «    ib. 

Treaty  to  press  the  Rati- 
fication   •        •        •  140 


NEW  GRENADA. 


214.  Mr.  Adams  to  Viscount  Palmerston 


1840.  1841. 

Oct.    29    Feb.    14    Treaty 


.^^*  141       ^ 


Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


List  of  Papers. 


.XI 


215.  Cireolar  to  H.  M's.  Charge  d'Afikiret  and 

Consuls. 
218.  Circular  to  H.  ll's  Charg6  d'Affaires  and 

Consuls. 

217.  Circular  to  H.  M.'s  Charg6  d' Affaires  and 

Consult. 

218.  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Stewart     •        •        < 
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NOT  PARTIES  TO  CONVENTIONS. 


BELGIUM. 


No.  1. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  G.  H.  Seymour. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  two  copies  of  a 
Treaty  concluded  at  Buenos  Ay  res,  on  the  24  th  of  May,  1839,  between  Her 
Majesty  and  the  Argentine  Confederation,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade. 

The  ratifications  of  this  Treaty  were  exchanged  at  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  16th 
of  May,  1840. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  G.  Hamilton  Seymour;  G.C.H. 
8fc.  8fc.  •  8fc. 


No.  2. 
Viscount  Palmeraton  to  Sir  G.  H.  Seymour. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  22,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  two  copies  of  a  Con- 
vention concluded  at  Port  au  Prince  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1839,  by  which 
the  Republic  of  Hayti  has  acceded  to  the  Conventions  for  the  Suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  concluded  between  His  late  Majestv  and  the  King  of  the 
French,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1831,  and  the  22nd  of  March,  1833. 

The  ratifications  of  this  Convention  were  exchanged  at  Port  au  Prince  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1840. 

I  am,  &c. 


/•c»; ^J\ 
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2  BELGIUM. 

No.  3, 

Sir  G.  H.  Seymour  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Brussels,  April  18,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  April  22.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  15th  instant^  transmitting  to  me  two  copies  of  a-Tvaaty  coBcladed 
at  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  24th  of  May,  1839,  between  Her  Majesty  and  the 
Argentine  Confederation  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

(Signed)   '       '  G.  H.  SEYMOUR. 

TTie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmer ston,  G.d.B., 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 

No.  4. 

Sir  G.  H.  Seymour  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Brussels,  April  26,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  April  29.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  22nd 
of  April,  transmitting  to  me  two  copies  of  a  Convention  concluded  at  Port  au 
Prince  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1839,  by  which  the  Republic  of  Hayti  has 
acceded  to  the  Conventions  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  concluded 
between  His  late  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the  French  on  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1831,  and  the  22nd  of  March,  1833. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  H.  SEYMOUR. 

The  Right.  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.B. 

8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  5. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  G.  H,  Seymour. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 

It  would  appear  from  information  which  has  reached  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  that  persons  appointed  by  European  Governments  to  reside  as 
Ministers,  or  Consuls,  or  Agents,  in  slave-holding  countries,  are  sometimes  in 
the  habit  of  hiring  and  maintaining  slaves,  and  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in 
which  slave-property  is  concerned. 

As  by  such  practices  the  functionaries  in  question  give  an  indirect  sanction 
to  slavery,  and  appear  to  countenance  measures  which  tend  to  create  a  demand 
for  slaves.  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  addressed  to  all  British  functionaries 
in  slave-holding  countries  the  circular  letter  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy;  and  as 
Her  Majesty's  Government  think  it  very  important  tliat  the  opinion  of  the 
Belgian  Government  should  be  expressed  upon  this  subject  in  such  a  maoAer 
as  to  afford  an  additional  discouragement  to  the  Slave  Trade,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  think  that  much  good  would  be  effected  in  this  respect,  if  the 
Belgian  Government  would  address  to  its  Agents  in  slave*holding  countries 
instructions  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  enclosed  circular;  and  I  have  to 
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BELrGlUM.  3 

Elnclosurc  in  No.  6. 

Circular  to  British  Fuocrionartes. 

Foreign  OfficeyMayS,  1841. 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  6. 

Sir  G.  H.  Seymour  to  Vncount  PalfiMrston. 

Brw9el8y  May  21,  1841. 

Mt  Lord,  {Received  May  24.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  11th  instant,  and  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  note  which,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  Lordship's  orders,  I  have  addressed  to  Count  Menleuaerct  request- 
ing that  instructions  may  be  sent  to  the  agents  of  the  Belgian  Government  in 
slave-holding  countries  directing  them  to  refrain  irom  giving  any  encourage- 
ment to  slavery  by  hiring  and  maintaining  slaves,  and  engaging  in  undertak- 
ings in  virhich  slave  property  is  <w)ncerned. 

I  fae?e,  &CC. 
(Signed)  G.  H.  SE  (   . 

lite  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
€fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in*  No.  6. 
Sir  G.  H.  Seymour  to  Count  Menlenaere. 

Brueeeisy  May  19,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  acquaint  His  Excellency  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  His  Belgian  Majesty  that,  from  information 
which  has  reached  Her  Majesty's  Government,  it  appears  that  some  indirect 
countenance  has  been  given  to  slavery  in  slave-holding  countries  by  the 
practice  of  the  public  agents  of  some  European  countries  of  hiring  and  main- 
taining slaves,  and  engaging  in  undertakings  in  slave  property  is  concerned. 

In  consequence  of  this  practice,  and  of  the  evil  results  to  which  it  has  given 
rise.  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  addressed  to  all  British  functionaries  in 
oiaTe^boldiag  countries  the  circular  letter  of  which  the  Undersigne<l  has  the 
honour  of  enclosing  a  copy ;  and  he  has  it  in  command  at  the  same  lime  to  repre- 
sent to  His  Exoellency  the  importance  which  is  attached  by  Her  Majesty's 
Ooverament  to  the  oo-opanation  in  the  cause  of  humanity  of  a  Government  so 
enlightened  as  that  of  Belgium,  and  the  desire  felt  that  instructions  similar  to 
ifaose 'herewith  enclosed  should  be  a^it  by  the  Belgian  Goverment  to  its  agents 
ia  slave-holding  countries. 

The  Undersigned,  in  respectfully  pressing  upon  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  an  object  which  is  justly  considered  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  be  of  great  mfiportance,  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity,  &c. 

(Signed)  G.  H.  SEYMOUR. 

His  EjoceUenof  Count  Menhnaere, 
^0.  Sfc,  8fc. 

No.  7. 

Sir  G.  H.  Seymour  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Brussels  J  June  1,  1841. 
Mt  liORD,  (Received  June  3.) 
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I  have  refrained  from  acknowledin^  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  in  which  Count 
Menlenaere  expresses  his  entire  acquiescence  in  the  measure  suggested  by  your 
Lordship  for  further  discountenancing  the  Slave  Trade,  from  feeling  that  I 
should  do  so  with  infinitely  more  effect  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  state  that  the 
reply  of  the  Belgian  Minister  has  given  satisfaction  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  H.  SEYMOUR. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscimnt  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  7. 
Count  Menlenaere  to  Sir  G.  H.  Seymour. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  Bruacelles,  h  28  Mai,  1841. 

J'ai  re9u  avec  un  vif  interet  la  note  du  19  de  ce  mois,  par  laquelle  vous 
avez  bien  voulu  m'envoyer  copie  d'une  circulaire  adress6e  par  le  Gouvemement 
de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique  a  tous  les  fonctionnaires  accredit^  dans  les  pays 
non-abolitionistes  de  la  Traite  des  N^gres. 

Les  sentimens  d'humanit^  qui  animent  le  Gouvemement  du  Roi  vous  sont 
trop  connus,  Monsieur  le  Chevalier^  pour  que  j'ai  besoin  de  vous  exprimer 
qu'il  s'associe  entidrement  aux  principes  de  justice  et  equity  que  la  circulaire 
precitfee  a  en  vue  de  faire  prevaloir,  et  qu'il  accueillera  toujours  avec  empresse- 
ment  les  mesures  que  le  Gouvemement  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique  croira  devoir 
prendre  pour  atteindre  un  but  aussi  louable. 

Je  saisis  cette  occasion,  &c. 
(Signfe)  COMTE  DE  MENLENAERR 

A  Monsieur  le  Chevalier  G.  H.  Seymour ^ 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


.  (Translation.) 

Sir,  Brussels,  May  28,  184L 

I  HAVE  received  with  lively  interest  the  note  of  the  19th  instant,  in 
which  you  had  the  goodness  to  send  to  me  a  copy  of  a  circular  addressed  by 
the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  to  all  the  functionaries  accreditea 
in  countries  where  the  Slave  Trade  is  not  abolished. 

The  sentiments  of  humanity  which  animate  the  Govemment  of  the  King  are 
so  well  known  to  you,  Sir,  that  I  need  not  express  to  you  that  it  concurs 
entirely  in  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity  which  the  circular  above  men- 
tioned has  it  in  view  to  make  prevalent,  and  mat  it  will  always  receive  with 
readiness  the  measures  which  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  think 
proper  to  take  for  ataining  so  laudable  an  end. 

I  avail,  &c. 
(Signed)  COUNT  DE  MENLENAERE. 

Sir  G.  H.  Seymour^ 
^c.    8fc.     8fc. 


No.  8, 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  G,  H.  Seymour. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  June  23,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  1st  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  Reply  of  the  Belgian  Minister  to  the  note  which,  under  my  directions,  you 
had  addressed  to  him,  transmitting  a  copy  of  my  Circular  of  Instruction,  of 
the  8th  of  May  last,  to  all  Her  Majesty's  functionaries  resident  in  countries 
where  Slavery  is  not  abolished. 
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I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  express  to  the  Count  de  Menlenaere  the  thanks 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  that  reply. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  G.  Hamilton  Seymour^  G.C.H. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  9. 
Sir  G.  H.  Seymour  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Brussels,  June  29,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  July  1,) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  23rd 
instant,  and,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions,  have  expressed  to  Count  de 
Menlenaere  the  thanks  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  his  ready  acquiescence 
in  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  discouragement  of  Slavery. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  G.  H.  SEYMOUR. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  10. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  G.  H.  Seymour. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  series  of  Papers 
relating  to  the  Slave  Trade,  which  have  been  presented  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  during  the  present  Session,  by  Her  Majesty's  command. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

Sir  G.  H.  Seymour,  G.C.H. 
8fc.        8fc.        8fc. 


No.  11. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  M.  Van  de  TVeyer. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  1841. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  has  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  M.  Van 
de  Weyer,  for  his  information,  a  copy  of  a  series  of  Papers  relating  to  the 
Slave  Trade,  which  were  presented  to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  during 
the  last  Session,  by  Her  Majesty's  command. 


No.  12. 

M.  Van  de  TVeyer  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 

Londres,  le  15  Novembre,  1841. 
{Received  December  1.) 
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de  Weyer  prie  le  Comte  Aberdeen  de  vouloir  bien  en  agreer  ses  TcmercifneBs, 
et  saisit  cette  occasion  pour  lui  renouvekr  les  assurances  de  la  plus  haute  <3on- 
sid^ration. 


(Translation.) 

M.  Van  de  Weyjer  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  to  Lord  Aberdeen 
the  receipt  of  the  series  of  Papers  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade  which  his  Lord- 
ship had  the  goodness  to  address  to  him,  under  date  of  the  12th  of  this  month. 
M.  Van  de  Weyer  begs  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  accept  his  thanks,  and  takes 
this  occasion,  &c. 


No.  13. 

Sir  G.  H.  Seymour  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Brussels,  December  24, 184L 
My  Lord,  (Received  December  26.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  30th  of  October,  transmitting  to  me  a  copy  of  a  series  of  Papers 
relating  to  the  Slave  Trade,  which  have  been  presented  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  during  the  last  Session,  by  Her  Majesty's  command. 

I.  have,  .&c. 
(Signed)  G.  H.  SEYMOUR. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T. 
^c,  8fc.  Sfc. 

No.  14. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  G.  H.  Seymour. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office^  December  27,  1841. 

It  being  desirable  that  a  complete  collection  should  be  obtained  of  all 
the  laws  and  administrative  acts,  both  general  and  local,  which  have  emanated 
from  the  legislatures  and  sovereign  authorities  of  foreign  states,  both  previously 
and  subsequently  to  the  contraction  of  treaty  engagements,  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating,  restraining,  or  preventing  the  traffic  in  slaves,  I  have  to  desire  that 
you  will  address  an  official  application  to  the  Spanish  Government,  requesting 
that  an  authentic  copy  may  be  supplied  to  you  of  all  the  laws  and  acts  of  this 
description,  whether  of  a  temporary  or  permanent  character,  which  may  at  any 
time  have  been  issued  by  that  <}overnment,  or  by  its  municipal  and  colonial 
authorities.  I  have  at  the  same  time  to  desire  that  you  will  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  obtain,  through  the  medium  of  Her  Majesty's  Consuls,  and 
through  any  other  channels,  authentic  copies  of  any  further  documents  which 
may  appear  to  be  necessary  to  complete  this  t:ollection,  and  that  you  will 
forward  the  whole  of  these  papers  to  me  without  delay. 

You  will  accompany  the  papers  with  accurate  translations ;  and  you  will  re- 
imburse yourself  for  any  expenses  that  may  be  attendant  upon  the  execution  of 
this  instruction,  by  charging  the  same  in  your  account  of  the  extraordinary  dis- 
bursements of  your  mission. 

I  am,  &c. 
Sir  G.  H.  Seymour,  G.C.H.,  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

&c.         &c,         &c. 
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No.  15. 

yUe^wit  Palmerstonto  the  Hon.  J.  D.  Bligh. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841- 
Circular- sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  16. 

Vi9C0»nt  Pabnerstim  to  the  HoruJ.  D.  Blighu 

Foreign  Office^  April  22^  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 

No.  17. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  Hon.  J.  D.  Bligh. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 

Circular  as  to  proposed  Instructions  to  Hanoverian  Functionaries  in  Slave- 
holding  Countries. 

(See  No.  5.) 

No.  18. 

The  Hon.  J.  D.  Bligh  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. 

Hanover y  May  13,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  May  18.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  15th  April,  together  with  its  enclosures. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  D.  BLIGH, 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  8fc. 

No.  19, 

The  Hon.  J.  D*  Bligh  la  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Hanover^  May  24,  1841. 

Mt  Lori>,  (Received  May  31.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your    Lordship's 
Deapatobes  of  the  22iid  April  and  11th  instant,  and  1  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note 
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which,  in  accordance  with  your  Lordship^s  instructions  in  the  latter  Despatclii 
I  have  addressed  to  Baron  de  Scheie  on  tne  subject  of  the  employment  of  slaves 
by  European  functionaries. 

I  have  &c« 
(Signed)       '       J.  D.  BLIGH. 

The  Right  Han.  Viscmnt  Palmerston,  G.C.B.y 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  19. 
Mr.  Bligh  to  Baron  de  Scheie. 

Hanover^  May  19,  1841. 

The  Undersized,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  has  the  honour  to  inform  His  Excellency  Baron  de 
Scheie,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  of  the  Cabinet,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  having  learnt  that  persons  appointed  by  European  Governments 
to  reside  in  slave-holding  countries  are  sometimes  in  the  habit  of  hiring  and 
maintaining  slaves,  and  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in  which  slave-property  is 
concerned,  and  feeling  that  by  such  practices  the  functionaries  in  question  give 
an  indirect  sanction  to  slavery,  and  appear  to  countenance  measures  which  tend 
to  create  a  demand  for  slaves,  has  addressed  to  all  British  functionaries  in  slave- 
holding  countries,  a  circular  letter,  of  which  the  Undersigned  has  the  honour 
to  enclose  a  copy. 

As  Her  Majesty's  Government  think  it  very  important  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Hanoverian  Government  should  be  expressed  upon  this  subject  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  afford  an  additional  discouragement  to  the  Slave  Trade,  the  Under- 
signed has  to  request  the  Hanoverian  Government  to  address  to  its  agents  in 
slave-holding  countries  instructions  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  enclosed 
circular,  and  he  makes  the  request  in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  the  full  assurance  that  Baron  de  Scheie,  seeing  the  good  which  may  be  effected 
for  humanity  by  the  measure  newly  suggested,  will  cordially  promote  its  adop- 
tion by  the  Hanoverian  Government. 

The  Undersigned  has  the  honour,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  D.  BLIGH. 

His  Excellency  Baron  de  Scheie^ 
SfC.        Sfc.        8fc. 


No.  20. 
Mr.  Bligh  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

My  Lord,  '  Hanover,  July  8,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  note  which 
I  have  received  from  Baron  Scheie,  in  answer  to  one  which,  in  accordance  with 
your  Lordship's  instructions,  conveyed  in  the  Despatch  of  the  11th  May,  I 
addressed  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  employment  of  slaves  by  Hanoverian 
functionaries. 

I  have,  &c 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


(Signed)  J.  D.  BUGH. 

.C.B. 


Enclosure  in  No.  20. 
Baron  de  Scheie  to  Mr  Bligh. 


Le  Soussign^,  Ministre  d*£tat,  du  Cabinet,  et  des  Affaires  Etrang^es, 
a  rhonneur  de  prevenir  a  Mr.  Blig:b,  £nvov6  Extraordinaire  eLMipJ^tm  Plknwm     - 
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que  les  agens  Consulaires  Hanoveriens,  residant  ides  lieux  oil  la  Traite  des  Noirs 
n'est  pas  abolie,  seront  avjsfes,  par  instruction  circulaire,  que  la  possession 
d'esclaves,  ainsi  que  toute  participation,  directe  ou  indirecte,dans  la  fraite  des 
Negres,  serait  regardee  par  le  Gouvernement  du  Roi  comme  incompatible  avec 
leur  caractere  public. 

Le  Soussigne  saisit  cette  occasion,  &c. 
A  Monsieur  Bligh,  (Sigue)  BARON  DE  SCHELE. 

Sfc.    8fc.     8fc. 


(Translation.) 

The  Undersigned,  Minister  of  State,  of  the  Cabinet,  and  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  has  the  honour  to  acquaint  Mr.  Bligh,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  in  reply  to  his  official  letter 
of  the  19th  inst.,  that  all  Hanoverian  consular  agents  residing  in  places  where 
the  Slave  Trade  is  not  abolished  will  be  advised,  by  a  circular  instruction,  that 
the  possession  of  slaves,  as  well  as  all  participation,  either  direct  or  indirect, 
in  the  Slave  Trade,  will  be  regarded  by  the  Government  of  the  King  as  incom* . 
patible  with  their  public  character. 

The  Undersigned  avails  himself,  &c. 
/•  D.  Bligh,  Esq.       .   .  (Signed)  BARON  DE  SCHELE. 

Sfc*  8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  21. 

Visc€unt  PalmersUm  to  Mr.  Bligh. 
Sib,  Foreign  Office,  July  26,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  8th  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a 
note  from  the  Baron  de  Scheie,  stating  that  the  Hanoverian  Government  are 
about  to  prohibit  their  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  from  being  directly  or 
indirectly  interested  in  slave  property;  and  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will 
express  to  the  Baron  de  Scheie  the  cordial  thanks  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment for  this  communication. 

I  am,  &c. 
The  Hon.  J.  D.  Bligh,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

OfC  CfCm  CfC* 


No.  22. 

Mr.  Bligh  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Hanover,  July  31,  1841. 
My  Lobd,  (Received  August  9.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Ldrdship's  Despatch  of  the 
26th  instant,  and  I  lost  no  time  in  conveying  to  Baron  de  Stralenheim,  (who 
in  the  absence  of  Baron  de  Scheie  is  fulfilling  the  functions  of  Minister  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs,)  the  thanks  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  communication 
made  to  me  by  Baron  de  Scheie,  of  the  intention  of  the  Hanoverian  Govern- 
ment to  prohibit  their  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  from  being  directly  or 
indirectly  interested  in  slave  property. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed^  J.  D.  BLIGH. 
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No.  23. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Bligh. 

Foreign  Office,  October'30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  10.) 

No.  24. 

77ie  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Count  Kilmansegge. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  11.) 

No.  25. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Bligh, 

Circular  asking  for  all  Laws  upon  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  14.) 
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No.  26. 

discount  Falmerst&n  to  the  Hon.  F.  Forbes. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15, 1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation- 

(See  No.  1.) 

No- 27. 

.  Vieeount  Palmerston  to  the  Hon.  F.  Forbes. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 

No.  28. 

discount  Palmerston  to  the  Hon.  F.  Forbes. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 

Circular  respecting  proposed  Instructions  to  Saxon  Functionaries  in  Slave- 
holding  Countries. 

(See  No.  5.) 

No.  29. 

,  The  Hon.  Francis  Forbes  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Dresden,  May  7, 1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  May  18.) 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  receiving  on  the  28th  of  last  month,  and  the  3rd 
of  this  one,  your  Lordship's  two  Despatches  of  the  15th  and  22nd  of  April,  in 
the  former  of  which  were  transmitted  copies  of  a  treaty  concluded  with  the 
Argentine  Confederation  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  in  the 
second  copies  of  a  convention  concluded  at  Port  au  Prince,  by  which  the 
Hay  tian  Republic  accedes  to  those  already  concluded  with  France  for  the  salcne 
object. 

The  unceasing  and  successful  efforts  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  put  an 
end  to  this  infamous  traffic  must  always  be  a  source  of  the  greatest  pride  to  all 
Jtler  subjects. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  FRAT^CK  R.  FORBES. 
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No.  30. 

The  Hon.  Francis  Forbes  to  Viscount  PalmersUnu 

Dresden^  June  6,  1841. 
Mt  Lord,  (Received  June  21 J 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  receiving  on  the  22nd  of  May  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  11th  ult.,  transmitting  me  a  copy  of  a  circular  letter  addressed 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  all  British  functionaries  in  slave-holding  coun- 
tries, and  instructing  me  to  address  a  note  to  the  Saxon  Government,  request- 
ing them  to  issue  similar  orders  to  their  agents  there^ 

I  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  note  which 
I  have  sent  in  to  M.  de  Zeschan,  (hut  to  which  I  have  as  yet  received  no 
answer,)  and  of  remaining  with  the  nighest  respect,  &c. 

(Signed)  FRANCIS  R.  FORBES. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscou7it  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
4re,  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No,  30, 
The  Hon.  Francis  Forbes  to  M.  de  Zeschan. 

Dresden,  May  30,  1841. 

The  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  having  received  informa- 
tion, that  persons  appointed  by  European  Governments  to  reside  as  ministers, 
consuls,  or  agents  in  slave-holding  countries,  are  in  the  habit  of  buying, 
hiring,  and  engaging  slaves  for  their  private  profit  and  advantage,  was  doubly 
incensed  at  finding  tnat  their  own  agents  had  in  many  instances  sanctioned 
this  practice  by  their  example;  and  has  in  consequence  addressed  a  circular 
letter  to  all  British  functionaries  in  those  countries,  forbidding  and  reprobating 
in  strong  terms  a  proceeding  which  can  only  tend  to  encourage  this  infamous 
traffic,  the  extinction  of  which  has  been  the  great  object  of  every  British  Mi- 
nistry, of  whatever  party  it  might  be. 

But  as  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  is  well  aware  that  the 
Slave  Trade  must  finally  be  put  an  end  to  by  the  joint  efforts  of  all  the  Powers 
of  Europe ;  and  as  it  duly  appreciates  the  importance  and  weight  w^hich  the 
expression  of  the  opinions  of  the  Saxon  Government  on  this  subject  must  carry 
with  it ;  the  Undersigned,  &c,,  has  received  instructions  from  Her  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  address  himself  to  Monsieur  de  Zes- 
chan, &c.,  and  to  request  that  His  Excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  state 
to  the  Saxon  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  the  concurrence  of  their  own 
Government  in  the  views  of  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  recommend  them  not 
to  employ  slaves  in  any  w^ay. 

The  well-known  wish  of  the  Saxon  Government  to  promote  religious  and 
civil  improvement  by  every  judicious  means  induces  the  Undersigned  to  hope 
that  it  will  feel  the  discouragement  to  the  Slave  Trade  which  must  ensue 
from  their  co-operation  in  this  instance  with  that  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty ; 
and  it  will  record  hereafter,  that  Saxony  has  also  assisted  in  putting  an  end 
to  a  traffic  so  repugnant  to  the  best  feelings  of  mankind. 

(Signed)  FRANCIS  R.  FORBi;S. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  de  Zeschan, 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  31. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  the  Hon.  F.  Forbes. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 
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No.  32. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Baron  Gersdorf 

Foreign  Officef  November  12,  184  U 
(yirciilar  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament* 

(See  No.  11.) 

No.  33. 

Baron  Gersdorf  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen^ 

3,  Chesterfield-street,  December  14,  1841. 
(^Received  December  15.) 

M.  de  Gersdorf  a  Thonneur  de  prier  Son  Excellence  M.  le  Comte  d'Aberdeen 
de  vouloir  bien  agr^er  Texpression  de  ses  remercimens  empresses  pour  Tenvoir 
obligeant  d'un  exemplaire  des  Docuraens  Parlementaires  rfelatifs  a  la  Traite  des 
NSgres,  par  lequel  sa  Seigneurie  a  eu  la  bont6  d*accompagner  son  billet  du  12 
de  ce  mois. 


(Translation.) 

M.  de  Gersdorf  has  the  honour  to  request  His  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen t  o  accept  the  expression  of  his  thanks  for  the  obliging  transmission  of  a 
Copy  of  the  Parliamentary  Papers  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade,  which  accom- 
panied his  Lordship's  note  of  the  12th  instant. 


No.  34. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  the  Hon.  F.  Forbes. 

Foreign  Office,  December  91^  1841. 
Circular  asking  for  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  14) 
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SWITZERLAND. 


JVJo,85. 

Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Mr.  Morier. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  seadiDg  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1-) 

No.  36. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Morier. 

Foreign  Office,  Aprils,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 

No.  37. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Morier. 

Foreign  Office^  May  11,  1841. 

Circular  respecting  proposed  Instruction  to  Swiss  Functionaries  in  Slave-holding 

countriefi. 

(See  No.  5.) 

i 

No.  38. 

Mr.  Morier  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Interlaken,  May  31,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  June  17.) 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  11th  instant,  I  addressed,  on  the  25th  instant,  to  the  Federal  Di- 
rectory a  note  embodying  its  contents,  and  enclosing  a  copy  of  your  Lordship's 
Instructions  to  British  Functionaries  in  slave-holding  countries,  as  well  as 
of  the  Memorial  addressed  to  your  Lordship  by  the  General  Anti-Slavery 
Convention. 

The  President  of  the  Diet,  who  has  verbally  assured  me  of  his  readiness 
personally  to  co-operate  towards  the  object  indicated  in  the  instructions  from 
your  Lordship  above  referred  to,  informed  me  that  a  letter  to  the  same  effect 
as  the  memorial  had  been  addressed  by  the  same  society  to  the  Swiss  Govern- 
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No.  39. 

Mr,  Morier  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Geneva,  August  23,  1841. 
My  Lord»  (Received  August  30.) 

In  reference  to  your  Lordship's  Instructions,  dated  the  11th  of  May,  I 
have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Copy  of  the  Answer  returned  by  the 
Federal  Directory  to  the  Note  which,  as  I  intbrmed  your  Lordship  by  my  De- 
spatch of  the  31st  of  May,  I  addressed  to  that  authority,  in  obedience  to  the 
same.  Your  Lordship  will  learn,  from  the  enclosed  document,  that  the  Fe- 
deral Directory  have  **  engaged  the  Swiss  consuls  beyond  seas  to  abstain  from 
all  intervention  calculated  to  protect  the  Slave  Trade,  so  contrary  to  the  sen- 
timents of  humanity." 

(Signed)         '  D.R.  MORIEK. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstm,  G.C.B.^ 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  39. 
The  Federal  Directory  to  Mr.  Morier. 

Berne,  le  14  AaiUy  184L 

En  rfeponse  a  la  communication  que  son  Excellence  M.  la  Ministre 
Pl^nipotentiaire  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  pr^s  la  Confederation  Suisse  leur  a  faite 
en  date  du  25  Mai  de  Tannec  couraste,  lea  Avoyei-  et  Coaseil  d'Etat  du  canton 
de  Berne,  Directoire  Federal,  out  Thonneur  d'informer  M.  Morier  qu'ils  out 
engage  les  Consuls  de  Commerce  Suisses  r6sidans  dans  les  pays  d'outre  mer 
k  s'abstenir  de  toute  intervention  propre  k  protegcr  la  Traite  de3  Noirs,  auisi 
contraire  aux  sentimens  d'humanit^. 

lis  saississent  cette  occasion  pour  renouveler  k  son  Excellence  Tassurance  de 
leur  haute  consideration. 

(Signfe)  Les  Avoyer  et  Conseil  d'Etat  du  Canton 

A  Son  Excellence  M.  Morier^  de  Berne,  Directoire  Ffedferal. 

8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


(Translation.) 

Berne,  August  14,  1841. 

In  answer  to  the  communication  which  his  Excellency  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Swiss  Confederation  addressed  to 
them  under  date  of  the  25th  of  May  of  the  present  year,  the  Magistrates  and 
Council  of  State  of  the  canton  of  Berne,  the  Federal  Directory,  have  the 
honour  to  inform  Mr.  Morier  that  they  have  charged  the  Swiss  Commercial 
Consuls  residing  in  countries  beyond  the  seas  to  abstain  from  all  intervention 
calculated  to  protect  the  Slave  Trade,  as  contrary  to  the  sentiments  of  hu- 
manity. 

They  avail,  &c. 
(Signed)  The  Avoyer  and  Council  of  State  of  the 

His  EiVcellency  Mr.  Morier,  Canton  of  Bern,  Federal  Directory. 

8fc.        Sfc.        8fc. 


No.  40. 
Viscount  Palmerston.  to  Mr.  Morier. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  30,  184L 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  23rd  instant,  and  I  have  to 
desire  that  you  will  convey  to  the  Federal   Directory  the   thanks   of  Her 
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Majesty's  Government  for  the  orders  that  have  been  issued  to  Swiss  Consuls 
*'  to  abstain  from  all  intervention  calculated  to  protect  the  Slave  Trade." 

You  will,  however,  point  out  that  these  orders  do  not  exactly  answer  the 
request  which,  by  my  Despatch  of  the  11th  of  May,  you  were  directed  to 
make  to  the  Federal  Directory ;  and  you  will  repeat  that  request ;  observing 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  doubt  that  the  Government  of  a  nation 
which,  like  the  Swiss,  has  led  the  way  in  the  paths  of  liberty,  and  has  at  all 
times  and  in  all  ages  held  out  a  noble  example  to.^11  Europe  by  its  devoted 
attachment  to  freedom,  can  hesitate  to  give  its  moral  support  in  the  most 
marked  and  emphatic  manner  to  those  powers  who,  like  JiiUgland,  are  endea- 
vouring to  put  an  end  to  the  miseries  caused  by  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  am,  &c. 
D.  R.  Morier,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  41. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Morier. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  184L 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No,  10.) 

No.  42. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Morier. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  asking  for  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  14.) 
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ALBANIA.       ^Consular.) 


No.43- 
Ftseaunt  Palmerston  to  Her  Majeaiy^a  Consul. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  May  8,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  Memorial  from  the  General 
Anti-Slavery  Convention.  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  M ajesty*s  Govern- 
ment concurs  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  that  Memorial,  and  especially  in 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  unfitting  that  any  Officer,  holding  an  appointment 
under  the  British  Crown,  should  either  directly  hold  or  be  interested  in  slave 
property. 

I  am,  &c. 
Her  Majestjf*4  Conwl,  (Signed)        PALMERSTON. 

Janina. 


Enclosure  in  No.  43. 


GENERAL  ANTI-SLAVERY  CONVENTION,  called  by  the  Committee 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  held  m  London  on  the 
12th  of  June,  1840,  and  continued,  by  adjournments,  to  the  23rd  of  the 
same  month. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Palmerston,  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 

Affairs* 

The  Memorial  of  the  Undersigned,  the  Chairman,  on  behalf  of  the 
General  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  held  in  London  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1840— 

Respectfully  showeth. 

That  this  Convention  has  learnt,  with  feelings  of  surprise  and  regret, 
that  British  functionaries  in  the  Brazils  and  Cuba,  and  other  slave-holding 
countries,  hold  slaves — that  they  purchase  them  in  the  public  slave-market 
and  elsewhere — work  them  in  mines  and  on  sugar  plantations— employ  them 
as  domestic  slaves,  and  sell  them,  or  dispose  or  them,  as  necessity  or  caprice 
may  dictate. 

This  Convention,  under  a  strong  impression  of  the  utter  injustice  of  slavery 
in  all  its  forms,  and  of  the  evil  it  inflicts  upon  its  miserable  victims,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  employing  every  means,  moral,  religious,  and  pacific,  for  its  com- 

flete  abolition,  feels  it  to  be  no  less  than  an  imperative  duty  to  submit  to  the 
rincipal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that — ^the  British  Parliament 
having  declared  it  '^  just  and  expedient  that  all  persons  held  in  slavery  in  the 
colonies  of  Great  Britain  should  be  manumitted  and  set  free,  and  that  slavery 
should  be  utterly  and  for  ever  abolished  and  declared  unlawful  throughout  the 
British  possessions  abroad," — functionaries  of  the  British  Government  holding, 
hiring,  buying,  or  selling  slaves  in  foreign  countries,  is  not  only  an  open  viola- 
tion of  these  just  and  equitable  principles,  but  that  it  is  an  example  which  gives 
countenance  to  the  perpetuation  of  slavery,  and  to  the  continuance  of  the  clan- 
destine importation  of  slaves,  and  that  it  does  materially  contribute  to  prevent 
the  extinction  of  slavery  in  those  countries,  and  throughout  the  world  at  large, 
— an  object  most  dear  to  the  members  of  this  Convention,  and  for  the  consum- 
mation of  which  they  are  especially  assembled. 
Class  D«  D 
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This  Convention,  therefore,  earnestly  solicits  the  early  attention  of  Viscount 
Palmerston  to  the  subject,  and  that  be  will  be  pleased  to  issue  a  declaration  that 
the  holding  or  hiring  of  slaves,  directly  or  indirectly,  is  incompatible  with  the 
functions  of  any  individual  officially  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  British 
Government. 

On  behalf  of  the  Convention, 
(Signed)        THOMAS  CLARKSON,  President 


No.  44. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  31,  184L 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Greek  minister 
at  this  Court,  tos:ether  with  a  translation  of  a  law  promulgated  by  the  King  of 
Greece  on  the  15th  of  March,  1841,  prohibiting  the  trade  in  slaves,  and  assign- 
ing penalties  for  the  offences  committed  in  contravention  of  that  law, 

I  also  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  Despatch  and  of  its  enclosures  from  Her 
Majesty's  minister  in  Greece,  upop  the  same  subject ;  and  I  have  to  desire  thati 
in  conformity  with  the  desire  expressed  by  the  Greek  Government,  as  stated  in 
these  papers,  you  will  give  your  best  assistance  towards  carrying  that  law  into 
effect. 

I  am,  &c. 
IV.  P.  Mark,  Esq^  (Signed)        PALMERSTON. 

8fc.    8fc.    Sfc. 


Enclosures  in  No.  44. 

1.  if  Trieoypi  ta  Viscount  Palm^rstotij  June  749, 184L 

2,  Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  April  22,  1841. 

(See  Nos.  68  and  65.) 
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No.  45. 

Plsecunt  Pabnerston  to  British  Consuls  and  Pice- Consuls. 

Foreign  Offiee,  May  8,  184L 
Grcular  against  holding  or  being  interested  in  slave  property. 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  46. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  British  Constds  and  Ftce-Consuls. 

Foreign  Office j  July  31. 
Circular  instruction  as  to  the  execution  of  the  Greek  Law  on  Slave  Trade* 

(See  No.  44.) 

N«w47. 

Mr.  BeU  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

British  Fiee-Comsulate,  Oran,  October  13,  1841. 
Mt  Lord,  (Beeehed  Nemmnb^r  II.} 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Tiscount  Palmerston 's 
X>€MMi(€h  ^  the  Slst  of  July,  with  its  Enclosuregy  respecting  a  law  promulgated 
by  the  King  of  Greece  on  the  13th  of  March^  1841,  prohibiting  the  trade  in 
Slaves,  and  assigning  penalties  for  the  offences  committed  in  contravention  of 
that  law. 

I  shall,  my  Lord,  in  pursuance  of  the  Instructions  of  your  Lordship*s  prede- 
cessor^ and  in  conformity  with  the  desire  expressed  by  the  Greek  Government, 
as  stated  in  these  Enclosures,  give  my  best  assistance  towards  carrying  that 
law  into  effect. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        JOHN  BELL,  Vice-Consul. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8f€. 
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EGYPT.    {ComuUr) 


No.  48. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls^ 

Foreign  Office,  May  8,  1841. 
Circular  on  their  holding  or  being  interested  in  Slave  property. 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  49. 

Mr^  Chasseaud  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty s  Consulate, 
Alexandria,  June  18,  1841. 

My  Lord,  (^Received  July  7.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  8th  ultimo,  transmitting  copies  of  a  Memorial  from  the  General 
Anti-Slavery  Convention  for  this  office,  as  well  as  for  forwarding  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Vice-Consuls  at  Cairo  and  Damietta,  with  suitable  instructionsj  which 
shall  be  duly  attended  to, 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        G.  CHASSEAUD,  Vice-Consul. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viseount  Palmerston,  G.CJB., 

Sfc.  Sfc^  Sfc. 

No.  50. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31,  1841. 
Circular  mstruction  as  to  the  execution  of  the  Greek  law  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  44.) 

No.  5L 

Mr.  Stoddart  to  Mr.  Backhouse. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty*s  Consulate, 
Alexandria,  September  18,  1841. 
Sib,  {Received  October  21.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  Despatch  of  the 
31st  July,  1841,  addressed  to  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Larking,  and  accompanied  by 
the  copy  of  a  law  promulgated  by  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Greece  against  the 
trade  in  Slaves. 

I  shall  carefully  conform  to  the  instructions  of  Viscount  Palmerston,  direct- 
ing the  British  Consul  at  Alexandria  to  give  his  best  assistance  towards  carrying 
the  above  li^w  into  effect. 
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I  shall  also  transmit  to  the  Consulate  of  Cairo,  and  to  the  Vice-Consulate  of 
Damietta^  the  sets  of  papers  forwarded  hither  for  that  purpose. 
I  I  have  &c 

I  (Signed)      JOHN  k  STODD ART. 

John  Backhouse,  Esq. 

ifC.      &€.      (SfC. 

No.  52. 

Ftscount  Pahnerslon  to  Cohnel  Bamett. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30, 1841. 

Circular  sending  printed  papers. 
(See  No.  10.) 

No.  53. 

VUcount  PalmetsUtn  to  Colonel  Bamett. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27, 1841. 
Circular  asking  for  all  laws  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  14.) 
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No.  54. 

Sir  B.  LjfQM  t9  Ft$eamU  PaknerHm. 

Athens,  January  22,  1841. 
Mr  hnmD,  {Reeewed  Feirmuy  IL) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  yoor  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  note,  which, 
in  obedience  to  the  direction  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the 
22nd  ultimo,  I  yesteiday  addressed  to  M onsteur  Paicos  respecting  the  Slave 
Trade  carried  on  under  the  Greek  flag. 

Soon  after  daylight  this  morning  King  Otho  did  me  the  honour  of  sending 
to  me  to  say,  that  a  Projct  de  Im  for  the  suppressiott  of  the  traffic  should  be 
immediately  sent  to  the  Council  of  State;  and  I  have  just  had  this  confirmed 
in  a  letter  from  Mons.  Paicos,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  to 
your  Lordship  herewith. 

The  Greek  Government  received  information  a  few  days  ago  of  a  Greek 
vessel  having  been  forced  by  stress  of  weather  to  take  shelter  in  one  of  the  ports 
of  Gephalonia,  where  a  French  passenger  informed  the  authorities  that  there 
were  fourteen  black  slaves  confined  in  the  hold. 

I  have  &c« 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscwnt  Palmerstan,  G.CB.^ 
8fe.  Sf€.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  54. 
Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Monsieur  Paicos. 

Monsieur  le  Secretaire  d'Etat,  Athens,  January  21,  184L 

Having  communicated  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty *s  Government  the 
letter  which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  address  to  you  on  the  9th  of  November 
last,  respecting  the  Slave  Trade  which  is  carried  on  in  Greek  vessels,  1  have 
now  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  Her  M^esty's  Government  have  instructed 
me  to  express  to  his  Hellenic  Majesty's  Uovernment  the  deep  concern  with 
which  they  have  learned  that  Greek  vessels  continue  to  be  employed  in  this  dis- 
graceful and  iniquitous  practice ;  and  to  add,  that  it  might  have  been  hoped 
uiat,  as  the  trreek  nation  have  so  recently  been  restored  to  freedom  after  a  long 
period  of  subjection,  there  would  not  have  been  found  in  that  nation  any  man 
so  insensible  to  the  value  of  liberty  as  to  become  instrumental  in  reducing  his 
felloW'Creatures  to  slavery ;  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  believe 
that  a  Sovereign,  born  and  educated,  as  King  Otho  has  been,  in  the  enlightened 
kingdom  of  Bavaria,  should  knowingly  permit  such  criminal  practices  to  be 
carried  on  by  any  of  bis  subjects.  Her  Majest^^'s  Grovemment,  therefore,  most 
earnestly  entreat  the  attention  of  His  Hellenic  Majesty  to  this  matter,  not 
doubting  he  will  feel  it  essential  for  the  honour  of  his  crown  to  put  an  imme* 
diate  stop  to  these  nefarious  proceedings. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

Monsieur  Paicos, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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Secoad  flnclosure  in  No.  54. 

M.  FiOcM  to  &>  E.  L^tmM. 

MoNSiECit  L£  Ghsvaueb,  Athhies,  ce  9  (21)  Janvier,  1841. 

Je  m'empresse  de  repondre  a  votre  comiDunication  ea  date  de  ce  jour, 
que  je  crois  superflu  de  vous  assurer  que  le  Souverain  de  la  Gr^ce,  son  Gouverne- 
ipent,  ainsi  que  la  nation  Grecque,  soot  reropUs  d'indignation  contre  ceux  qui 
out  pu  oublier  les  devoirs  de  l'hamanit6  et  de  la  civilisation  jusqu'au  point  de 
se  livrer  au  trafic  honteiix  des  n<^rcs.  Je  crois  seulement  de  mon  devoir  de 
vous  informer  que  le  trafic  des  KscUves  est  depuis  long  terns  d6fendu  en  Gr^, 
et  que  le  Gouvemement  du  Roi  vient  d'achever,  il  y  aquelques  jours,  un  projet 
de  loi  qui  donne  une  plus  grande  6tendue  aux  dispositions  existantes  qui  in- 
terdisent  ce  commerce,  en  fixant  des  peines  analogues.  J'ai  de  plus  rbonneur  de 
vous  observer  que  ce  projet  de  loi  se  trouvait  d^ji  prepaid,  pour  etre  soumis  a 
la  dfelibferation  des  conseils  competens,  au  moment  de  la  reception  de  votre  com- 
.xnunication  de  ce  joun 

Veuillez  agrefer,  &c. 

(Sign6)  A.  PAICOS. 

Monsieur  le  ChevaRer  Edmund  Lyimsy 


(Traoslatioii.) 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  Athens,  January  9  (31),  1841. 

I  HASTEN  to  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  day*s  date,  that  I  think 
it  superfluous  to  assure  you  that  the  Sovereign  of  Greece,  his  Government,  and 
the  Greek  nation,  are  filled  with  indignation  against  those  who  have  been  capa- 
ble of  forgetting  the  duties  of  humanity  and  civilization  so  far  as  to  engage 
in  the  shameful  traffic  in  Slaves.  I  think  it  only  my  duty  to  inform  you  that 
the  Slave  Trade  has  been  for  a  long  time  forbidden  in  Greece,  and  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  has  some  days  since  completed  the  draft  cf  a  law,  giritig 
a  greater  extension  to  the  existing  enactments  which  interdict  this  commerce 
by  affixing  proper  penalties. 

I  have  also  to  observe  to  you  that  the  draft  of  a  law  was  already  prepared  for 
submission  to  the  deliberation  of  the  competent  councils  at  the  time  when  your 
communication  of  this  day  was  received. 

Accept,  &c. 
(SignedJ  A.  PAICOS. 


No.  55. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Athens,  Junmmty  28,  184i. 
Mr  Lou,  (Recehed  Fehrumry  flC) 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  with  reference  to  my  l>espatch  of  the  22nd  instant, 
to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Howard  Douglas,  informing  me 
of  the  detention  of  a  Greek  vessel,  with  slaves  on  board,  by  the  authorities  of 
the  island  ef  Cephaloaia. 

1  have  &LC 
(Signed)        EDMUND  LYONS. 
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Enclosure  in'No.  55. 
j%V  Howard  Douglas  to  Sir  E.  Lyons. 

SiR»  CorJU,  January  20, 1841 . 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  a  brig  under  Greek  colours, 
having  put  into  the  harbour  of  Gephalonia  with  African  slaves  on  board,  has 
been  detained  there  by  the  proper  authorities  till  the  case  shall  be  properly  in* 
vestigated.  All  the  details  shall,  as  soon  as  I  receive  them,  be  communicated 
to  you  for  the  information  of  His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Government,  who,  I  have 
no  doubt,  will  grieve  to  see  the  national  flag  prostituted  to  such  a  purpose. 

T  l)fly^    &C. 

(Signed)        HOWARD  DOUGLAS. 
Sir  JE.  LyonSf  Bart, 
ifc.    8fc.    Sfc, 


No.  56. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  E.  Lyons* 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  March  19,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  of  its  enclosures  from 
the  Colonial  Department,  containing  an  account  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  Greek  brig  *^  Mtltiades"  with  14  slaves  on  board,  was  detained  at  the 
port  of  Argostolo  in  the  island  of  Gephalonia. 

From  these  papers  it  would  appear  that  you  have  had  some  correspondence 
with  the  Greek  Government  upon  this  subject.  But  I  have  to  desire,  that  you 
will  address  to  the  Greek  Government  a  further  note,  in  which  you  will  com- 
municate to  them  the  accompanying  papers.  You  will  recapitulate  in  that  note 
the  principal  facts  of  the  case,  and  you  will  express  the  confident  hope  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that  the  Government  of  Greece  will,  for  its  own  honour, 
punish  the  guilty  parties  in  this  transaction,  and  take  the  most  vigorous  and 
effectual  measures  for  preserving  the  Greek  flag  from  the  disgrace  of  being  thus 
made  Subservient  to  Slave  Trade* 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)        PALMERSTON. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  56. 
Mr.  Stephen  to  Mr.  Backhouse. 

Sir,  Douming^street,  February  19,  1841. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  John  Russell  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the 
information  and  consideration  of  Viscount  Palmerston,  copies  of  a  Despatch 
and  its  Enclosures  from  Her  Majesty's  Lord  High  Commissioner  to  the  Ionian 
States,  reporting  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Greek  brig  *^  Miitiades,** 
with  14  negro  slaves  on  board,  has  been  detained  at  the  port  of  Argostoli  in  the 
island  of  Gephalonia. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  STEPHEN. 

John  Backhouse,  Esq., 
^e.     8fc.    Sfc. 

P.S.   I  enclose,  bv  direction  of  Lord  John  Russell,  a  codv  of  a  further  De- 
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[Second  Enclosure  in  No.  56. 
Sir  H.  Douglas  to  Lord  John  Ruisell 
My  Lord,  Corfa^  January  24, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  copies  of  a  letter 
with  its  enclosures,  addressed  to  my  Secretary  by  my  Resident  in  Cephalonia, 
from  which  it  appears  that  a  brig  under  Greek  colours,  having  negro  slaves  on 
board,  has  been  detained  by  the  proper  authorities  in  the  harbour  of  Cephalonia, 
whither  it  had  been  driven  by  stress  of  weather. 

Desirous  that  the  abettors,  in  whatever  degree,  of  this  horrible  traffic,  should 
be  punished  to  the  utmost^  and  fearing  lest  the  laws  of  these  States  would  not 
do  more  than  set  the  poor  negroes  at  liberty,  I  forwarded  the  information  con- 
veyed to  me  by  my  Resident,  to  Captain  Townshend,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship 
*'  Tyne,'*  whose  instructions  I  had  hoped  would  have  enabled  him  to  deal  with 
the  case  as  it  deserved. 

It  appears,  however,  that  I  was  mistaken,  and  that  Captain  Townshend  does 
not  consider  himself  warranted  to  interfere  in  a  matter  already  in  the  hands  of 
the  Ionian  authorities. 

That  being  the  case,  I  learn  from  the  Advocate-General,  whom  I  have  con- 
sulted, that  it  will  only  be  in  my  power  to  place  the  poor  Africans  at  the  disposal 
of  this  Government,  and  dismiss  the  brig  with  its  master  and  crew.  This  de- 
fect in  the  Ionian  law  is  susceptible  of  an  easy  remedy,  for  the  11th  Act  of  the 
2nd  Parliament,  which  prohibits  Slave  Trading,  empowers  the  proper  authority 
to  make  ''  such  regulations  as  may  appear  necessary  to  detain  foreign  vessels 
engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  who  arrive  in  Ionian  ports,  or  pass  through  straits 
or  channels  of  the  Ionian  seas,"  and  it  further  authorises  ^^  such  regulations  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  promulgated  for  the  better  attainment  of  this  object." 
.  These  regulations  have  not  been  drawn  up,  but  I  will  take  care  that  they 
shall  be  compiled  and  published  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  beg  your  Lordship's  particular  attention  to  the  circumstance  of  the  agree- 
ment between  the  slave  merchant  and  the  captain  of  the  brig  having  been 
drawn  up  in  the  office  of  the  person  who  acts  as  agent  both  to  British  and  French 
Consul  at  Tunis,  and  in  the  presence  of  an  oflScer  commanding  a  French  sloop- 
of-war.  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  known  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul- 
General  at  Tunis,  that  he  may  take  such  steps  with  regard  to  Signor  Gaspari  j 
and  I  trust  that  your  Lordship  will  not  allow  the  French  Government  to  remain 
in  Ignorance  of  so  scandalous  a  transaction  having  been  carried  on  in  the  pre- 
sence of  an  officer  of  the  naval  service  without  being  denounced. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  add,  that  there  is  still  a  chance  of  the  captain  of  the 
brig  being  punished,  for  the  Greek  Consul  has  signified  an  intention  of  proceed- 
ing to  Cephalonia,  where,  if,  after  making  inquiries  upon:  the  spot,  he  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  tribunals  of  Greece  would  take  cognizance  of  the  case,  he 
would  call  upon  the  Resident  to  detain  the  vessel  and  crew  till  he  can  place 
them  at  the  disposal  of  His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have  therefore  instructed  my  Resident  to  afford  him  all  the  information  and 
assistance  in  his  power. 

I  have  £cc 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DOUGLAS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell, 
Sfc.  Sf€.  SfC. 

(The  Correspondence  between  Sir  Howard  Douglas  and  Sir  E.  Lyons  will 
be  found  in  Sir  E.  Lyons's  Despatch  to  Lord  Palmerston,  of  February  22, 
1841.     See  No.  57.) 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  56. 
Sir  Howard  Douglas  to  Lord  John  Russell. 
My  Lord,  Corfu,  February  3,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  .24th  ultuno,  reporting  to  your 
Lordship  the  detention  of  the  Greek  brig  ''  Milziade''  in  the  harbour  of  Ar- 

ClassD.  E  ,-.  t 
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fostoli,  in  consequence  of  having  negro  slaves  on  board,  I  have  now  the 
onour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  at  the  same  time  reported  the  matter  to 
Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Athens,  from  whom  I  have  this  moment  received  a 
communication,  accompanied  by  copies  of  the  Correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  the  Greek  Government  and  His  Excellency  upon  the  subject; 
and  assuring  me  that  the  information  supplied  from  hence  was  not  only 
valuable,  but  had  reached  His  Excellency  very  opportunely. 

That  it  may  assist  him  in  his  endeavours  to  rescue  the  Greek  fla^  from  the 
disgrace  which  favouring  this  horrid  traffic  has  brought  upon  it,  is  my  most 
ardent  and  sincere  desire. 


I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DOUGLAS. 


The  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell^ 

Sfn.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  57. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Athens,  February/  22,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  April  6.) 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in  which  I  had  the 
honour  of  informing  your  Lordship  that  it  had  been  discovered  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Island  of  Cephaloniathat  a  Greek  vessel  in  the  harbour  had  a  num-^ 
her  of  African  slaves  concealed  in  her  hold,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose 
copies  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Howard  Douglas,  and  its  enclosures,  containing  the 
details  of  this  discovery,  as  well  as  of  a  letter  which  I  have  in  consequence 
addressed  to  Monsieur  Paicos,  and  of  his  reply  thereto. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  Monsieur  Paicos  still  limits  himself  to 
speaking  of  a  new  law.  I  purpose  calling  on  him  to-morrow  to  state  to  him 
that  when  Lord  Powerscourt's  yacht  was  in  Syra  harbour,  about  three  weeks 
ago,  a  vessel  in  quarantine,  which  did  not  hoist  colours,  but  which  was  manned 
by  Greek  sailors,  came  in  and  anchored  alongside,  and  that  she  had  about  100 
black  slaves  on  board,  many  of  them  women,  naked  to  the  waist ;  and  I  shall 
not  fail  to  tell  Monsieur  Paicos  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  be 
expected  to  believe  that  His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Government  is  sincerely  de- 
sirous of  putting  an  end  to  this  horrible  traffic  being  carried  on  under  the 
Greek  flag,  until  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Consuls  in  Barbary  and 
Turkey  respectively  have  definite  and  positive  instructions  to  that  effect. 

I  have  See* 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

The  Right  Hon.  discount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  57. 
Sir  Howard  Douglas  to  Sir  Edmund  Lyons. 

Sir,  Corfuy  January  30,.  1841. 

In  conformity  with  what  I  intimated  in  my  Despatch  of  the  20th  in- 
stant, I  have  the  honour  to  forward  copies  of  a  Letter  and  its  Enclosures, 
addressed  to  my  secretary  by  my  resident  in  Cephalonia,  containing  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  detention  of  the  Greek  brig  ^*  Miltiades^''  in  consequence 
of  her  having  African  slaves  on  board. 

Desirous  that  the  abettors,  in  whatever  degree,  of  this  horrible  traffic  should 
be  punished  to  the  utmost,  and  fearing  lest  the  law  of  these  states  would  not  do 
more  than  merely  set  the  poor  negroes  at  liberty,  I  forwarded  the  information 
conveyed  to  me  by  Colonel  Sutherland  to  Captain  Townshend,  of  Her  Majesty's 
ship  **  Tyne/*  whose  instructions  I  had  hoped  would  enable  him  to  deal  with 
the  case  as  it  deserved.  It  appears,  however^  that  I  was  mistaken,  and  th^t 
Captain  Townshend  does  not  consider  himself  warranted  to  interfere  in  a 
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nuttter  already  in  the  hands  of  the  Ionian  authorities.  That  being  the  case,  I 
learn  from  the  Advocate-General,  whom  I  have  consulted,  that  it  will  only  be 
in  my  power  to  place  the  Africans  at  the  disposal  of  this  Government,  and 
dismiss  the  brig  with  its  master  and  crew.  The  brig  has  consequently  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Greek  Consul  (Mr.  Pizzoli),  who  has  proceeded 
to  Cephalonia  on  purpose ;  and  I  trust  the  Government  of  His  Hellenic  Ma- 
jesty will  be  enabled  to  deal  with  the  parties  implicated  in  this  abominable 
traffic  conformably  with  their  deserts. 

I  have   occ 
(Signed)  HOWARD  DOUGLAS. 

His  Eoccellencjf  Sir  Edmund  Lyons,  Bart. 
8fc.  S^c.  8fc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  57. 
Colonel  Sutherland  to  Mr.  Fraser, 

Sir,  Cephalonia,  JantJMry]8j  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  His  Excel- 
lency the  Lord  High  Commissioner,  that  the  Greek  brig  **  MUtiadesJ^  from 
Tunis  for  Candia,  put  into  the  port  of  Argostoli  on  the  6th  instant,  in  conse- 
quence of  stress  or  weather,  when  it  was  discovered,  in  the  course  of  the  usual 
examination  by  the  Sanitk  Department  at  the  Lazzaretto,  that  besides  the 
28  passengers  and  crew  of  15,  sworn  by  the  captain  to  be  on  board,  though 
12  only  01  the  former  were  entered  in  the  bill  of  health,  there  were  also  in  tne 
vessel  fourteen  African  negro  slaves,  13  males  and  1  female,  clandestinely 
embarked  in  the  bay  or  gulf  of  Tunis,  after  the  brig  had  been  cleared  out  for 
Candia. 

On  being  made  acquainted  with  this  circumstance,  I  directed  the  vessel  to 
be  secured  within  the  Mole,  and  the  crew,  passengers,  and  slaves  brought  into 
the  lazzaretto,  and  a  rigid  investigation  entered  mto ;  and  the  result,  as  per 
enclosed  report  from  the  Incaricato  di  Sanitk,  is  the  positive  establishment  of 
the  fact,  by  the  confession  of  the  captain,  supercargo,  and  others,  as  well  as 
by  the  discovery  of  the  bill  of  lading,  or  charterparty  for  the  transport  of  the 
slaves,  and  other  documents  among  the  ship's  papers,  all  of  which  are  here- 
with transmitted,  after  having  been  at  my  desire  examined  by  the  advocate 
fiscal,  who  states,  as  per  accompanying  memorandum,  that  every  necessary 
proof  of  this  barbarous  and  nefarious  transaction  is  satisfactory  pind  complete  j 
and  I  accordingly  directed  the  vessel,  crew,  slaves,  &c.,  to  be  detained  within 
the  lazzaretto  until  I  can  receive  His  Excellency's  instructions. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  SUTHERLAND, 

Colonel  and  Resident. 
J.  Fraser,  Esq., 

Sfc.         Sfc.         Sfc. 

N.B. — It  would  seem,  from  the  tenor  of  certain  paragraphs  published  in 
recent  numbers  of  the  *^  Malta  Times,"  that  the  exportation  of  slaves  from 
Tunis,  in  vessels  covered  by  the  Hellenic  flag,  is  not  amatter  of  rare  occurrence. 

W.  S. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  57. 
Mr.  Reynolds  to  Colonel  Sutherland. 


Sanita. 
Sir,  Cephalonia,  January  8,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you  that  on  Wednesday,  the  6th  instant, 
I  was  summoned  to  the  "  Parlatorio"  of  the  Lazzaret,  by  information  that 
certain  passengers  on  board  the  Greek  brig  "  Miltiades''  (anchored  off  the 
lights-house  of  St.  Theodore,  and  put  in  here  from  stress  of  weather,  having 
been  out  six  days  from  Tunis,  bound  for  Candia)  desired  earnestly  to  speak  to 
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me,  as  they  wanted  to  land  here,  being  determined  on  not  proceeding  with 
the  said  brig. 

On  arrival  at  the  lazzaret  I  found  one  of  these  passengers,  Dr.  Corbeau^  a 
French  medical  gentleman,  waiting,  who  stated  that  he  had  something  private 
to  communicate  to  me;  and,  on  being  taken  into  a  separate  place,  he  told 
me  that  he  spoke  in  the  name  of  all  the  other  Frank  passengers — that  they 
considered  their  lives  in  danger,  not  only  from  the  lawless  crew  into  whose 
hands  they  had  fallen,  but  also  from  their  ig^norance  of  navigation  and  of 
handling  the  vessel,  as  it  was  evident  they  did  not  know  where  they  were 
when  they  discovered  themselves  off  this  island.  Besides  which,  Dr.  Corbeau 
told  me  that  the  captain  had  received  on  board,  in  the  Gulf  of  Tunis,  14  black 
slaves,  tied  and  bound,  whom  he  had  undertaken  to  deliver  to  some  one  in 
Candia. 

I  therefore  returned  to  the  man  who  had  passed  himself  off  as  captain  (but 
who  afterwards  turned  out  to  be  merely  the  scrivano),  and  again  demanded 
how  many  passengers  he  had  ;  he  replied  twenty-eighty  and  a  crew  of  15  per- 
sons in  all,  comprising  himself;  again  taking  his  oath  to  the  truth  of  his  asser- 
tion ;  thereby  proving  his  bill  of  health  to  be  false,  as  in  a  marginal  note 
thereon  (evidfently  in  a  different  hand-writing  to  the  original)  it  is  stated  that 
he  has  only  12  passengers ;  moreover,  the  names  of  the  sailors  do  not  agree 
with  his  muster  roll. 

I  then  ordered  all  the  passengers  and  crew  to  be  brought  on  shore,  to  un- 
dergo the  "  visita  roedica,"  concealing,  however,  from  this  man  the  intelli- 
gence given  by  Dr.  Corbeau.  On  their  arrival  I  examined  separately,  and  on 
oath,  a  Piedmontese  passenger,  named  Cattin,  and  his  wife,  and  also  another 
Frenchman,  a  locksmith  by  trade ;  all  of  whose  depositions  concurred  instating 
that  these  14  slaves  were  on  board. 

I  therefore  despatched  tlie  boat  of  the  brig,  with  two  of  its  crew  (and  a 
guardian  expressly  put  into  quarantine),  escorted  by  the  health-office  boat, 
to  the  brig,  and  they  soon  after  returned,  bringing  with  them  the  14  black 
slaves,  namely,  13  men  and  1  woman,  and  an  old  Greek,  who  afterwards 
turned  out  to  be  the  father-in-law  of  the  scrivano,  and  to  be  the  real  proprietor 
of  the  vessel,  but  who  had  been  left  on  board  as  a  guard.  It  is  necessary, 
however,  to  remark  that  the  scrivano,  on  seeing  his  boat  go  away  escorted  by 
the  health-office  boat,  turning  pale  and  trembling  with  agitation,  said  to  me, 
**  Oh,  Sir,  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  ruin  me,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  I, 
feigning  to  misunderstand  him,  replied,  **  How  so?"  **  Oh,  Sir,  I  have  some 
black  passengers  on  board,  whom  I  have  not  mentioned  in  my  costituto." 

Previous  to  commencing  my  examination,  as  soon  as  the  visita  medica  was 
over,  I  caused  the  different  parties  to  be  placed  in  separate  stalie,  viz.,  in  one 
the  Frank  passengers  ;  in  another  the  Greek  and  Turkish  passengers,  with  the 
female  slave  and  her  owner — the  13  black  slaves  by  themselves,  and  the  cap- 
tain, scrivano,  and  the  old  owner  and  his  son  in  three  separate  cells.  I  sent  a 
guardian  and  two  of  the  crew  on  board,  and  put  a  boat,  with  a  guardiano  a 
vista,  alongside;  and  on  the  morning  of  yesterday  (the  7th)  I  caused  the  brig 
to  be  brought  in  and  moored  in  the  Mole  of  the  Lazzaret,  taking  away  her 
sails  and  ruddei",  and  sent  on  board  the  captain,  owner,  and  crew,  continuing, 
however,  the  above-mentioned  precautions  of  guardiani  and  barca  k  vista.  At 
the  same  time  I  caused  provisions  to  be  given  to  the  slaves,  and  gave  orders  to 
continue  this  until  further  instructions. 

I  next  proceeded  to  take  the  depositions  of  all  the  principal  parties  in 
writing,  from  which  it  appears  to  me  most  clearly  and  satisfactorily  proved 
(though  particularly  so  from  the  confession  of  the  old  Greek  proprietor  of  the 
vessel,  as  well  as  from  that  of  the  proprietor  of  the  female  slave)  that  the  13 
male  slaves  were  positively  brought  on  board  in  the  Gulf  of  Tunis,  tied  and 
hound  as  slaves  by  a  confessed  and  public  SLAVE  merchant,  and  the  permit 
of  the  Bey  for  their  embarkation  is  the  small  slip  of  paper  in  Turkish  trans- 
mitted herewith,  together  with  the  other  papers,  whereof  No.  1  is  the  bill  of 
lading  for  the  slaves  and  the  others,  bill  of  lading  of  the  cargo,  consisting  of 
red  caps  and  other  merchandize,  together  with  effective  money  in  dollars  and 
other  specie  to  the  amount  of  8000  dollars  circa. 

It  having  come  out  in  the  course  of  the  investigation  that  the  13  male  slaves 
were  received  on  board  at  a  place  called  Goletta,  in  the  Gulf  of  Tunis, 
where  a  certain  Signor  Gaspari,  a  Frenchman,  appears  to  be  not  only  French 
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but  English  Vice-Consui,  and  that  he  also  acts  in  the  same  capacity  for  most 
otlier  nations,  and  moreover  as  sanitk,  or  custom-house  agent  for  the  Bey,  and 
that  he  had  been  present  at  the  making  the  agreement  for  their  freight. 

I  have  this  morning  again  opened  a  proc^s-verbal,  from  which  it  appears 
clearly  proved  by  the  confession  of  the  proprietor,  of  the  scrivano,  and  of  the 
real  captain,  that  this  Signor  Gaspari  really  was  present  at  the  agreeing  for  the 
freight,  and  was  offered  as  a  guarantee  for  the  embarkation  of  them,  and  that 
he  must  have  known  of  their  embarkation  is  also  proved  by  the  depositions  of 
the  passengers,  Dr.  Corbeau,  Signor  Cattin  and  his  wife,  and  a  Candiot  Greek, 
named  Tannugli  Bcnevachi. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  moreover  herewith  the  Carte  di  Naviga- 
zione  of  this  vessel,  besides  the  documents  contained  in  the  list  containing  the 
bill  of  health,  muster-roll,  passports,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.'  L.  REYNOLDS, 

In  charge  of  Health  Department. 
Colonel  Sutherland^ 

Sfc.         Sfc.         Sfc. 

P.S. — I  have  this  instant  received  a  reply  from  the  prior  of  the  Lazaret, 
stating  that  the  captain  declares  he  cannot  supply  the  10  or  12  indigent  Greeks 
and  Turks  (amongst  the  passengers),  as  he  has  not  provisions  enough  for  his 
crew  to  finish  their  quarantine ;  and  I  beg  therefore  to  know  whether  or  not  I 
am  to  provide  them  at  the  expense  of  the  Government. 

W.  L.  REYNOLDS. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  57. 
(Translation.) 


Report  of  the  Proceedings  o?t  the  discovery  of  the  concealment  of  Slaves  on 
board  the  Greek  brig  "  Miltiades." 

Lazaretto,  Cephalonia,  January  6,  1841. 

The  Greek  brigantine  "  Miltiades,^'  Captain  ManoUi  Russi,  in  six 
days,  according  to  his  declaration,  from  Tunis,  having  on  board  28  passengers, 
and  a  crew  consisting  of  15  persons,  including  the  captain,  having  arrived  in 
this  port,  and  anchored  near  the  light-house  of  St.  Theodore,  the  above-men- 
tioned captain  came  on  shore,  accompanied  by  M.  le  Docteur  Pierre  Gaspare 
Corbeau  :  the  latter  declared  to  the  prior  of  the  Lazaretto  that  he  and  several 
other  Frank  passengers  positively  declined  proceeding  with  the  said  captain, 
for  reasons  which  he  would  only  explain  to  the  Incaricato  di  Sanitk  in  person — 

Consequently,  the  Undersigned  withdrew  with  the  said  Mr.  Corbeau,  and 
inquired  of  him  what  he  had  to  communicate.  He  replied,  **  Besides  the  bad 
treatment  to  which  we  have  been  exposed  on  board  the  said  vessel,  and  its 
illegal  navigation,  since  there  is  no  muster-roll  containing  the  names  of  the 
crew  and  passengers,  it  has  also  on  board  14  slaves,  in  contravention  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  whom  the  captain  embarked  near  the  Goletta,  at  Tunis,  tied 
with  cords,  in  order  to  deliver  them  as  slaves  to  a  Turk  in  Candia, 

*^  After  our  departure  from  Tunis,  the  said  captain,  instead  of  making  sail 
and  proceeding  on  his  voyage,  loitered  in  the  Gulf  of  Tunis,  and  on  the  Wed- 
nesday after  sunset  of  the  second  day,  i.  e.  the  evening  of  the  Wednesday  after 
Christmas,  13  black  men  were  brought  on  board.  A  black  female  slave  was 
already  on  board,  when  the  others  were  brought,  all  bound  together  with 
cords,  accompanied  by  a  slave  merchant,  personally  known  co  me  and  also  to 
every  one  at  Tunis  as  publicly  exercising  that  trade  which  is  permitted  by 
the  Tunisian  Government.  The  said  slaves  are  on  board,  but  they  are  con- 
cealed in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  and  not  permitted  to  appear  on  deck. 
~  '*  When  we  approached  this  island  the  person  who  gives  himself  out  as 
master,  and  who  is  at  this  very  moment  in  the  *  Parlatorio,*  and  likewise  two 
other  persons  who  are  on  board,  but  in  what  capacity  I  do  not  know,  sent  for 
us,  and  told  us  to  swear  to  say  nothing  about  the  slaves  being  on  board,  be- 
cause they  knew  that  such  traflSc  was  against  the  laws  of  nations,  and  that  it 
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would  be  punished  if  it  were  discovered,  threatening  at  the  same  time  to  kill 
us  all  and  throw  us  into  the  sea  if  we  should  reveal  the  fact.  This  happened 
when  we  were  near  the  island ;  and  moreover  when  I  came  upon  deck,  he  who 
passes  for  master  asked  me  if  I  had  money  to  buy  provisions  with ;  and  uiK>n 
my  saying  yes,  his  father  (that  man  with  a  white  beard)  said  to  me,  *  If  I  had 
known  that  you  had  money,  I  would  have  thrown  you  into  the  sea.'  Just  now, 
whilst  you  were  speaking  to  me,  the  soi-dUant  cRpt3\n  whispered  to  me,  making 
signs  at  the  same  time,  that  if  I  should  reveal  what  I  knew,  and  what  was  on 
board,  he  would  serve  me  out  (tni  avrebbe  servUo),  showing  me  his  knife  at  the 
same  time.  Therefore  I  implore  the  magistrate  to  take  such  measures  as  he 
may  consider  necessary,  so  that  I  and  the  other  Frank  passengers  may  be  per- 
mitted to  land  in  this  Lazaretto,  and  that  the  slaves  may  be  liberaited.  All 
this  I  affirm  upon  oath  as  the  simple  and  pure  truth. 

(Signed)  *'  Corbeau." 

The  boat  was  then  ordered  to  return  on  board,  and  bring  on  shore  all  the 

?assengers;  the  captain,  or  at  least  he  who  had  presented  himself  as  such  at  the 
Wlatorio,  having  repeatedly  sworn  and  declared  that. there  were  only  96  pas- 
sengers on  board.  Tne  Undersigned  having  said  nothing  about  the  information 
received  from  Dr.  Corbeau,  on  the  return  of  the  boat  to  the  ParlatOrio  with 
the  28  persons,  called  aside  Mn  Giovanni  Pietro  Cattin,  quondam  Pietro,  a  native 
of  Savoy,  and  passenger  on  board  the  said  vessel.  On  being  requested  by  the 
magistrate  to  declare  upon  oath  all  that  he  knew  with  regard  to  the  14  slaves 
on  board  the  vessel,  he  answered,  "  I  embarked  on  board  the  said  vessel  at 
Tunis,  in  order  to  go  to  Candia  with  my  family,  consisting  of  my  wife,  daugh- 
ter, and  servant.  ITie  captain,  by  delaying,  made  us  lose  two  days  in  the  Gulf 
of  Tunis,  and  on  the  second  day  I  landed  at  the  Goletta,  in  order  to  complain 
to  a  certain  Gaspari,  who  I  believe  acts  as  Consul  for  all  nations,  against  such 
delay ;  but  receiving  nothing  but  empty  promises  from  him  that  the  vessel 
should  proceed  on  the  arrival  of  the  son  of  the  captain,  who  had  returned  to 
Tunis,  I  re-embarked,  and,  during  the  evening  of  the  said  day,  which  I  believe 
was  the  Wednesday  after  Christmas-day  (New  Style),  we  saw  a  boat  arrive, 
having  in  it  the  son  of  the  captain  and  13  black  slaves,  all  of  them  with  their 
hands  tied  behind  their  backs  with  cords,  and  also  a  slave-merchant,  whom  I 
had  often  seen  selling  slaves  in  Tunis:  the  slaves  were  untied  one  by  one; 
and,  by  dint  of  blows  from  a  rope,  were  forced  to  come  up  the  side,  and  on 
arriving  upon  deck,  were  sent  below  into  the  hold,  from  whence  they  wer^  not' 
allowed  to  go  upon  deck,  except  one  by  one,  and  always  guarded.  We  made 
sail  about  half  an  hour  after  they  got  on  board  ;  and,  having  a  fine  breeze,  on 
the  whole  we  have  made  a  good  voyage ;  but  it  was  evident  that  the  crew 
were  most  ignorant ;  for  when  we  got  sight  of  this  island,  no  one  knew  wliere 
we  were:  but  the  captain,  or  at  least  he  who  pretends  to  be  such,  thinking  it 
might  be  Cephalonia,  said  to  me,  '  If  you  will  swear  to  say  nothing  about  our 
having  black  people  on  board,'  (he  does  not  call  them  slaves,)  *  we  will  go  in ;  but 
if  you  do  say  anything,  we  are  lost  men/  He  and  the  others  made  us  repeat  this 
oath  until  we  were  angry ;  and  this  verj^  morning,  when  Mr.  Corbeau  went  on 
shore  with  the  soi-disant  master,  the  crew,  seeing  that  they  were  a  long  time, 
made  us  a  thousand  menaces  against  our  saying  anything ;  and  when  the  boat 
returned  to  take  us  on  shore,  that  man  with  the  great  mustachios  said  to  us, 
*  If  we  had  thrown  you  into  the  sea,  this  would  not  have  happened/  He 
adds,  moreover,  that  whilst  the  captain  was  on  shore  at  the  Lazaretto,  the 
black  men  wishing  to  come  upon  deck,  two  of  the  crew  armed  themselves 
with  sabres,  and  made  them  go  down  again  into  the  hold  by  dint  of  blows. 
Having  read  this  over  to  him  in  French,  as  this  gentleman  speaks  French  with 
greater  facility  than  Italian,  he  confirmed  it  upon  oath. 

(Signed)  '*  Cattin." 

Sifi^nora  Virorinia.  wife  of  the  Sionor  G.  P.  Cattin.  heinfr  interroerated.  fuUv 
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Celestin  Lecomte,  quondam  Philippe,  natiye  of  Cambray,  a  locksmith  by  pro- 
sion,  being  interrogated^  confirms  the  depositions  of  the  preceding  witnesses ; 
and  adds,  moreover,  that  being  sent  to  sleep  in  the  hold,  together  with  the  13 
men  slaves,  he  was  positive  that  they  were  slaves,  and  that  all  the  passengers 
shed  tears  on  seeing  the  cruel  way  in  which  they  were  brought  on  board ;  so 
much  so  that,  when  they  were  unbound,  they  had  not  strength  enough  to  get 
up  the  side,  and  were  forced  to  do  so  by  cuffs  and  blows.    They  were  accom* 

Eanied  and  brought  on  board  by  a  slave- merchant  well  known  to  him  by  sight, 
at  not  by  name^  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  conceal  that  they  were  slaves ; 
a  fact  corroborated  by  every  act  of  the  crew  towards  them  during  the  voyage^ 
who  only  allowed  them  to  go  upon  deck  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  nature,  and  then 
drove  them  down  again  by  blows  with  a  rope's  end« 
This  having  been  read  to  him  in  French,  he  confirmed  it  with  an  oath. 

(Signed)        Ceupstiw. 

After  receiving  this  information  the  undersigned  ordered  that  the  boat  of  the 
aforesaid  brig,  with  two  sailors  and  one  guardian,  should  proceed  immediately 
alongside,  accompanied  by  the  boat  of  the  captain  of  the  port,  having  in  it  Sig* 
nor  Luca  Moraiti,  Prior  of  the  Lazaretto,  and  disembark  the  13  aforesaid  black 
slaves,  and  this  was  done  without  informing  the  soi'-dUant  captain  that  anything 
was  known  about  the  slaves  who  were  on  board ;  and  whilst  the  boat  was 
pushing  off  from  the  mole  of  the  Lazaretto  the  sai-duant  captain  changed  co^ 
lour,  and  exhibited  all  the  signs  of  alarm.  After  some  time,  addressing  himself 
to  the  undersigned,  he  said,  *'  Sir,  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  ruin  me." 
*^  What  ?  "  answered  the  undersigned,  "  I  confess,"  said  he,  "  that  I  have  some 
persons  on  board  whom  I  have  not  mentioned."  "  And  who  are  they  ?  "  asked 
the  undersigned.    **  Black  men,"  answered  he. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Prior  of  the  Lazaretto,  Signer  Luca  Moraiti,  having 
arrived  alongside  the  brig,  the  13  men  and  the  negress  were  brought  out  of  the 
hold,  and  carried  on  shore  in  the  boat  of  the  vessel,  having  in  it  likewise  the 
above-^mentioned  old  man  with  the  while  beard,  and  the  boat  was  towed  and 
escorted  by  the  boat  of  the  Sanita,  and  they  were  placed  in  separate  stalie  of  the 
Lazaretto,  that  is,  the  Frank  passengers  apart,  the  Turks  and  Greeks  in  others, 
the  soi'dUant  captain  in  another,  and  the  father-in-law  of  the  captain  (who  is 
the  old  man  with  the  white  beard)  and  a  boy  in  another.  They  were  secured 
for  the  night  in  the  Lazaretto  by  guards  outside,  and  a  guardian  sent  on  board 
the  wessel,  and  a  guard-boat  in  sight. 

(Signed)        WILLIAM  REYNOLDS, 
Incaricaio  di  Sanitd. 

Jatmary  7,  1841. 

The  aforesaid  a^t-dk^nt.  captain  being  called  from  the  stalia  where  he  had 
been  placed,  was  interrogated  aa  follows  :*— 

On  being  asked  his  name,  he  said  at  first  that  his  name  was  Emanuel  Rossi, 
but  the  undersigned  having  observed  to  him  that  there  was  another  Emanuel 
Rossi,  and  therefore  that  that  could  not  be  his  real  name,  he  admitted  that  his 
true  name  was  Gregorio  Mavroles,  of  Elias,  24  years  of  age,  native  of  Casso, 
and  by  profession  scrivano  of  the  vessel  "  Miltiades,'*  now  anchored  in  this 
port- 
Why  did  you  give  yourself  out  to  be  captain  ? — Being  scrivano  on  board  I 
was  ordered  to  give  my  declaration  in  quality  of  captain. 

Who  is  the  real  ca|)tain  ? — Emanuel  N.  Rossi,  who  is  in  this  stalia. 
Why  did  you  not  mention  having  14  black  people  on  board ;  that  is  to  say, 
13 men  and  1  woman? — ^Having  them  on  board  as  passengers  for  Candia,  I 
thought  it  useless  to  mention  them. 

From  whom  did  you  receive  these  black  people,  in  what  capacity,  and  for 
what  object? — They  were  embarked  by  a  Turk,  in  order  to  be  delivered  at 
Caoea  to  another  Turk,  and  here  is  my  agreement  with  him  for  the  freight : 

N.B. — He  also  presented  the  following  papers  :-— 

No.  1.— 1840,  December  17,  bill  of  lading. 

No.  2.— 1840,  December  10,  ditto  for  1000  pieces  of  5  francs. 

No.  3.— 1840,  December  11,  bill  for  41  ox-skins  and  50  dollars. 

No.  4. — 1840,  December  11,  ditto  for  a  box  of  red  caps. 
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No.  5.— 1840,  December  11,  bill  for  2660  French  dollars. 

No.  6. — 1840,  December  10,  ditto  for  1  case  of  sundries  and  4  packets  of 
dried  fish. 

No.  7.— 1840,  December  10,  bill  of  lading  for  3000  pieces  of  5  francs. 

No.  8. — 1840,  December  10,  ditto  for  300  pieces  of  5  francs. 

No.  9. — 1840,  December  11,  ditto  for  2  cases  with  different  marks,  and 
another  ditto. 

No.  10. — 1840,  December  10,  ditto  for  1000  5-franc  pieces. 

No.  11. — 1840,  December  11,  3  cases  of  sundries,  1  package,  and  1  box 
sundries. 

No.  12. — 1840,  December  10,  1  box,  and  1  package  of  merchandize. 

No.  13.— A  Turkish  letter. 
'     No.  14. — A  Turkish  letter  enclosing  the  duplicate  bill  of  lading  for  the  black 
people,  and  three  other  Turkish  letters,  all  marked  No.  14. 

Did  the  negroes  come  on  board  of  their  own  accord,  or  were  they  brought  by 
force  ? — I  did  not  see  that  they  were  bound ;  they  were  brought  on  board  by  a 
boat. 

Why  were  they  kept  concealed  in  the  hold  ? — They  were  not  concealed,  but 
were  kept  in  the  hold  because  there  was  no  other  place  for  them. 

Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  vessel  ? — ^Tbat  old  man  with  the  white  beard, 
Giorgio  M.  Sacali,  my  father-in-law,  native  of  Cassos  ;  and  I  beg  you  to  tell  me 
what  I  am  to  do  with  the  merchandize  and  with  the  money  which  I  have  on 
board,  for  I  do  not  wish  to  injure  the  merchants  and  shippers. 

Read  to  him,  and  confirmed  by  him.    • 

(Signed)        Gregorio  Mavroles. 

Emanuel  Rossi,  of  Nicola,  from  Cassos,  captain  of  the  vessel  "  Milttade^^ 
being  brought  forward,  was  asked  in  what  capacity  he  served  on  board  the 
said  vessel  ? — I  am  the  captain,  but  I  do  not  interfere  in  the  least  now  that  the 
real  proprietor  of  the  brig,  Giorgio  Sacali,  is  on  board.  I  am  merely  nominal 
captain  (capitano  di  bandiera)  on  board,  because  he,  being  an  inhabitant  of 
Canea,  under  the  Turkish  dominion,  could  not  have  the  Greek  flag.  However, 
they  never  let  me  act  in  anything. 

Why  did  you  not  come  last  night  to  make  your  declaration  ? — As  I  have 
already  said,  they  have  never  allowed  me  to  make  a  declaration,  nor  have  they 
ever  permitted  me  to  go  anywhere. 

How  do  those  black  men  come  to  be  on  board  ? — They  were  brought  on  b^ard, 
but  I  do  not  know  for  what  object. 

This  being  read  to  him  in  Greek,  he  confirmed  it  and  signed  it. 

(Signed)        Emanuel  Rossi. 

Giorgio  Sacali,  of  Cassos,  but  an  inhabitant  of  Candia,  of  about  50  years 
old,  being  called,  was  asked  in  what  character  he  acts  on  board  the  '^  MUtiades,'' 
now  anchored  off  this  mole  ?— I  am  the  proprietor  of  that  vessell 

Why  did  you  not  present  yourself  as  such  yesterday  at  this  office? — As  the 
scrivano  came  on  shore  I  thought  it  useless. 

Who  are  those  14  black  people  on  board,  and  how  do  they  come  to  be  on 
board  ? — We  left  Tunis  with  the  passengers  who  are  now  on  board,  but  in 
consequence  of  contrary  winds  we  put  back  to  Tunis,  where  a  negro  said  to  us 
that  he  had  brought  some  slaves  to  deliver  to  us  as  passengers,  to  be  carried  to 
Candia  and  delivered  to  a  Turk.  We,  in  order  to  receive  the  freight,  went  to 
a  certain  Signor  Gaspari,  who  is  a  sort  of  consular  agent,  and  we  agreed  with  the 
negro  to  take  them,  on  the  freight  being  previously  paid.  We  made  out  the  con- 
tract for  41  dollars,  they  brought  them  on  board  in  the  evening,  bound,  and  we 
made  sail. 

This  having  been  read  to  him,  he,  not  knowing  how  to  write,  made  the  sign 
of  the  cross. 

(Signed)         X 

The  13  negroes  being  called  were  examined,  through  the  interpreter  Paolo 
Farruffgia,  of  Malta,  who  said  he  knew  their  laneruafire. 
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How  were  you  treated  by  the  captain  and  the  crew  ? — Badly,  because  for 
every  slight  thing  we  were  beaten  (making  signs  that  they  were  beaten),  nor 
had  sufficient  provisions  been  allowed  us. 

The  negress  being  brought  forward,  was  asked  how  it  happened  that  she 
was  on  boards  and  replied :  ''  I  can  only  say  that  I  was  at  home  with  my  father 
and  mother,  and  the  ureek  merchant  in  whose  possession  I  now  am  came,  took 
me,  and  carried  me  on  board ;  nor  do  I  know  where  he  is  taking  me,  as  he  has 
stolen  me  from  my  parents/* 

What  is  your  name  ? — Mariam,  daughter  of  Ali, 

The  merchant  whom  the  negress  had  pointed  out  as  having  kidnapped  her 
was  asked  his  name,  and  replied :  '^  Gonstantine  Laranza,  quondam  Asticno,  of 
Candia,  but  domiciled  at  Calamat^,  25  years  old,  and  by  profession  a  merchant.'* 

How  did  the  negress  named  Mariam  come  into  your  hands? — A  Turk  at 
Tunis,  named  Ismael  Aga,  made  her  a  present  to  me  as  a  servant,  and  she  is 
free  to  go  or  stay,  as  she  pleases. 

Do  you  know  whether  tne  13  black  men  are  free  or  slaves  ? — I  only  know 
that  after  our  departure  from  Tunis  we  were  obliged  to  put  back  by  contrary 
winds,  and  on  approaching  the  Goletta  in  the  evening  I  saw  a  boat  bring  those 
persons  on  board  bound,  who  were  delivered  up  bound  by  their  owner,  who  is 
a  slave-merchant,  native  of  Tripoli. 

The  above  having  been  read  to  him,  he  confirmed  it 

His  X  cross. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  57. 


Prods  Verbal  of  an  Examination  as  to  the  part  taken  hy  Signor  Gaspari^ 
Vice-Consul  for  England  and  other  nations^  at  the  Goletta,  in  the  embarkation 
of  Slaves  on  board  the  Greek  brig  "  Miltiades." 

Lazaretto  J  Cephtdoniaj  January  8,  1841. 

Havikg  read  attentively  the  proces  verbal  held  yesterday  relative  to  the 
14  blacks  found  on  board  the  Greek  vessel  ^'  Miltiades,'^  captain  Emanuel  Russo : 

Perceiving  that  from  the  depositions  of  Giorgio  Sacali,  proprietor  of  the  said 
vesstU  suid  of  Gregorio  Mavroles,  it  results  that  a  certain  Si^or  Gaspari,  con- 
sular agent  of  various  powers  at  the  Goletta,  was  concerned  m  the  embarkation 
of  these  negroes : 

Perceiving,  finally,  that  this  act  of  his  may  interest  various  European  powers, 
therefore, 

The  undersigned  determined,  this  day,  to  repair  to  the  Lazaretto  to  coxo' 
metiQtz  proces  verbal  relative  to  the  part  taken  by  the  said  Gaspari  in  the  em- 
barkation of  the  negroes. 

The  proprietor  of  the  vessel,  Giorgio  Sacali,  having  been  called,  it  was  re- 
marked to  him,  that  in  his  declaration  of  yesterday  ne  had  said  that  Signor 
Gaspari  had  taken  part  in  the  embarkation  of  these  13  male  slaves,  inasmuch 
as  he  had  lent  himself  to  arrange  the  freight  for  the  same. 

You  are  now,  therefore,  called  upon  to  ^ive  every  information  possible  re- 
lative to  the  part  taken  by  the  said  Gaspari  in  this  affair  ?— After  having  agreed 
about  the  freight  with  the  slave-merchant  for  the  13  slaves,  I  said  tonim: 
"  What  surety  do  you  give  me  that  you  will  not  fail  to  bring  these  slaves  on 
board  to-morrow  ?"  and  he  replied,  '*  I  am  ready  to  pay  100  dollars  in  case  I 
break  my  word,  and  do  not  arrive  in  time;  and  I  give  you  as  guarantee 
Signer  Gaspari."  In  fact,  we  then  went  to  Signor  Gaspari,  who  assured  me 
that  if  the  proprietor  of  the  slaves  should  break  his  word  ne  himself  would  pay 
me  the  hundred  dollars. 

This  having  been  read  to  him  he  confirmed  it,  declaring  that  during  the 
drawing  up  of  this  agreement  Damugli,  one  of  the  passengers,  was  present. 

Gregorio  Mavroles,  scrivano  of  the  vessel,  being  called,  was  asked  what  part 
Signor  Gaspari  took  in  the  embarkation  of  the  negroes,  and  he  replied : — 
<^  I  only  know  that  the  contract  for  the  freight  of  the  said  negroes  was  drawn 
Class  D.  F 
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up  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Gaspari,  and  in  fab  presenoei  and  therefore  tkat  their 
embarkation  was  known  to  h'nn." 
Tiiis  having  been  read  to  him,  he  confirmed  it. 

(Signed)        Orboorio  Matrolbs. 

Being  interrogated  afresh  whj  Signor  Gaspari  did  not  insert  their  names  in 
the  patent,  when  he  knew  they  were  to  be  embarked,  he  answered :  ^  I  told 
him  to  insert  them  in  the  patent,  but  he  said  to  me  that  it  was  of  no  uae^ 
since  he  had  their  permission  to  embark,  written  in  Turkish,  which  h£  n.Te  to 
me,  and  which  I  gave  up  yesterday  to  this  office,  with  the  bills  of  ladmg  atid 
other  papers.*' 

This  being  read  to  him,  he  confirms  it. 

Emanuel  Rossi,  captain  of  the  said  vessel,  having  apf>eared,  was  asked  what 
part  Mr.  Gaspari  took  in  the  embarkation  of  the  13  black  slaves*  and  he  an* 
swered  :  **  I  know  of  notliing,  beyond  having  heard  that  the  contract  for  their 
freight  was  drawn  up  in  the  presence  of  Signor  Gaspari,  and  under  hia 
guarantee/^  , 

This  having  been  read  to  him,  he  confirmed  it. 

Damugli  Benevanaki,  native  of  Candia,  but  residing  at  Milos,  by  profession 
a  merchant,  having  appeared,  was  asked  if  he  knew  a  certain  Gaspari  of  Tunis, 
and  of  what  profession  he  was :  "  I  know  him ;  he  is  a  Frenchman  by  birth, 
and  at  Tunis,  or  rather  at  the  Goletta,  he  performs  the  duties  of  vice-consul 
for  various  nations,  and  also  acts  in  the  Health  Office  for  tlie  Bey  of  Tunis. 

What  part  did  the  said  Gaspari  take  in  the  embarkation  of  the  13  black 
slaves  ? — I  was  present  when  the  proprietor  of  the  vessel  made  the  contract  for 
freight  with  a  Tripolitan  slave  merchant,  and  the  said  Signor  Gaspari  was  pre- 
sent; but  no  mention  was  then  made  whether  the  passengers  were  slaves  or 
freemen,  white  or  black,  and  the  freight  agreed  upon  was  41  dollars,  and  5  per 
cent,  on  the  freight  to  the  captain  (di  Cappa). 

This  having  been  read  to  him,  he  confirmed  it. 

Signor  Giovanni  Pietro  Cattin,  of  Savoy,  having  appeared,  was  asked  if  he 
knew  a  certain  Gaspari  at  Tunis,  and  of  what  profession  he  was  f-*-I  know  him 
extremely  well.  He,  at  the  Goletta,  performs  the  duties  of  Vice-Consul  for 
all  nations,  and  also  acts  as  Superintendent  of  the  Health  Office  and  Customs 
for  the  Bey,  so  that  nothing  can  be  shipped  or  landed  without  his  knowledge. 

Do  you  know  whether  this  Signor  Gaspari  took  any  part  in  the  shipment  of 
the  13  black  slaves  ? — Signor  Gaspari  must  have  known  of  the  shipn^nt  of 
these  black  people,  because  in  front  of  his  house  there  is  a  draw-bridge,  of 
which  he  keeps  the  keys,  and  under  which  every  boat  must  necessarily  pass. 
Besides  this,  I  saw  the  boat  with  the  blacks,  and  also  the  passenger  Damugli 
on  board,  remain  some  minutes  opposite  the  house  of  Signor  €laspari. 

This  being  read  to  him  in  French,  he  confirmed  it. 

Stgnora  Virginia,  wife  of  Signor  Cattin,  having  app^ired,  was  asked  if  she 
knew  a  certain  Signor  Gaspari  at  Tunis,  and  what  his  profession  was  ? — I  know 
him ;  he  is  a  Frenchman,  who,  at  the  Goletta,  performs  the  duties  of  Vice- 
Consul  of  various  nations. 

Do  you  know  whether  this  Signor  Giuipari  took  any  part  in  the  shipment  ot 
the  blacks? — ^Having  gone  to  Signor  Gaspari's  in  company  with  my  husband, 
to  complain  against  the  delay  of  the  captain,  he  told  us  that  the  captain  was 
expectmg  other  passengers,  and  that  he  could  not  go  without  them.  After 
this  we  saw  a  boat  arrive  from  Tunis,  with  slaves  and  the  captain  on  board, 
which  stopped  opposite  the  house  of  Signor  Gaspari,  into  which  the  captain 
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tan  be  shipped  or  landed  at  the  Goletta  wtthovt  the  knowledge  of  Signor  Gae- 
pari ;  besides^  as  be  keeps  the  kej^  of  the  draw*bridge,  the  slaves  could  not  be 
embarked  without  his  permission,  and  as  it  was  broad  daylight  whea  tkey 
wereembarked,  he  could  not  but  have  seen  them. 
This  being  read  to  him,  he  confirms  it. 

DrattugK  Benevenaki  being  again  called  forward,  was  asked  if  it  was  true,  as 
itveral  other  passengers  had  deposed,  that  he,  from  the  Goletta,  had  embarked 
in  the  boat  containing  the  blacks,  and  had  gooe  ott  hoard  the  vessel  **  t^Hkd^tT 
with  them?— Yes. 

Were  the  blacks  bound  ? — Yes. 

This  being  read  to  him,  he  confirmed  it 

(Signed)        Damugli  Benevenaki. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  57. 
Colonel  Sutherland  to  Mr.  Fraeer. 


Sm,  Cephalonia,  January  11,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  and  its  en- 
closures,, relative  to  the  detention  of  the  Greek  brig  ^^Miltiadee**  in  the  La* 
zaretto  of  this  port,  in  consequence  of  having  14  negro  slaves  on  board  ship^ 
ped  in  the  Bay  of  Tunis  for  the  island  of  Candia,  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
enclose  a  further  report  on  the  subject  from  the  Incaricato  di  SanitiL 

I  have,  &c. 
/.  Fraeer,  Esq.,  (Signed)        W.  SUTHERLAND, 

Sfc.    8fc.    Sfc.  Colonel  and  ReeidenL 


Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  57. 
Mr.  Retinoids  to  Colonel  StUherland. 

Sir,  Sanitd,  Cephalonia,  January  9,  1841. 

In  addition  to  what  I  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
last  nighty  relative  to  the  slaves  on  board  the  Greek  brig  *'  MUttadeSy'  I  have 
further  to  inform  you  that  the  proprietor,  Giorgio  Sacali,  this  morning  sent  me 
word  that  there  was  present  in  the  house  of  Signor  Gaspari,  at  Goletta,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  making  the  agreement  for  the  freight  of  the  13  black  slaves, 
the  commandant  of  a  French  brig-of-war;  and  having  immediately  proceeded 
to  the  La£aret,  and  reopened  a  fresh  procis  verbal,  it  has  been  most  clearly  and 
satisfactorily  proved  to  have  been  Mr.  Annibal  Cunee  dOrnano,  commanding 
the  French  brig-of-war  "  Palinurej'  which  has  been  stationed  at  Tunis  for  some 
months  past,  and  who,  together  with  two  other  officers,  appears  to  have  been 
present  at  this  transaction. 

In  fact,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  herewith,  together  with  a  copy 
of  my  said  process,  a  visiting  card  of  that  gentleman,  presented  me  by  the 
witness  Damugli  Benevenaki. 

I  have,  &c. 
Colonel  Sutherland,  (Signed)        W.L.REYNOLDS, 

Sfe.     Sfc.     8fc.  In  charge  of  Sanithi 


Eighth  Enclosure  in  No.  57. 

(Translation.)  Health  Office,  Cephalonia,  January  9,  1841. 

The  undersigned  having  received  a  message,  through  the  Prior  of  the 
Lazaretto,  that  Signor  Giorgio  Sacali,  proprietor  of  the  brig  ^^  Mtltiadeef"  under 
detention  in  the  Lazaretto  until  further  orders,  in  consequence  of  the  affair  of 
the  black  slaves,  wished  to  inform  him  that  when  he  contracted  for  the  freight 
of  13  slaves  there  was  also  present  the  captain  of  a  ^French  brig-of-war  sta- 
tioned at  Tunis,  the  undersigned  having  gone  to  the  room  over  the  Lazaietto, 
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and  having  summoned  the  said  GHorgio  Sacali^  and  having  asked  him  what  he 
had  to  say,  he  (Sacali;  answered :  '*  Sir,  yesterday,  when  I  gave  you  my  de- 
position relative  to  the  drawing  up  of  the  contract  for  the  freight  of  the  13 
slaves,  I  omitted  to  mention  that  there  was  also  present  on  that  occasion  the 
captain  of  a  French  brig-of-war,  which  has  been  stationed  at  Tunis  for  more 
than  three  months,  who,  on  hearing  the  slave  merchant  offer  Mr.  Graspari  to 
me  as  guarantee,  began  to  laugh,  and  turning  round  to  Gaspari  observed  to 
him,  •  See,  they  make  you  also  security  for  the  slaves/'  On  this  occasion 
Damugli  also  was  present  acting  as  dragoman,  as  he  knows  French." 

Why  did  you  not  mention  this  circumstance  to  me  yesterday  ? — I  did  not 
conceal  it  intentionally,  it  had  escaped  me. 

This  being  read  to  nim,  he  confirms  it,  and  makes  the  sign  of  the  cross. 

(Signed)        X 

Damugli  Benevenaki  being  summoned,  was  asked  why,  yesterday,  in  his 
deposition  concerning  the  contract  for  the  freight  of  the  slaves  made  in  the  house 
of  Gaspari,  with  his  assistance  as  interpreter,  he  had  not  mentioned  that  there 
was  also  present  on  that  occasion  the  captain  of  the  French  brig-of-war  ?— At 
the  moment  I  did  not  remember ;  but  I  believe  that  I  told  you  that  I  was 
acting  as  interpreter  for  the  freight  of  certain  passengers,  knowing  them  to  be 
slaves,  when  certainly  there  was  present  not  only  the  captain  of  the  said  French 
brig-of-war,  but  also  I  think  the  surgeon  and  another  officer  of  the  same  vessel. 
Indeed,  on  this  occasion  he  gave  me  this  visiting-card,  in  order  to  remind  me 
to  present  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Brest,  the  French  Consul-General  at  Milos. 
[He  here  presented  the  visiting-card — **  Annibal  Cun^o  d'Omani,  Capitaine  de 
Corvette.'*] — On  the  back  of  this  card  was  written,  "  Commandant  le  brig  le 
'Palinure,*  se  rappelle  au  bon  souvenir  de  Mr.  Brest  et  de  toute  son  sumable 
famille." 

This  being  read  to  him,  he  confirms  it. 

Dr.  Corbeau  being  called^  and  being  shown  this  visiting-card,  recognized  it 
as  that  of  Mr.  Annibal  Cun6o  d'Ornani,  commanding  the  French  brig-of-war 
the  "  Palinurej'^  stationed  at  Tunis. 

(Signed)        WILLIAM  REYNOLDS. 


Ninth  Enclosure  in  No.  57. 
Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Mr.  Paicos. 

Monsieur  le  Secretaire  d'Etat,  Athens^  February  13,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  His  Hellenic  Ma- 
jesty*s  Government,  a  letter  addressed  by  the  resident  of  Her  M^esty's  Lord 
High  Commissioner  in  the  Ionian  Islands  at  Cephalonia  to  his  Excellency's 
ScCTctary,  relative  to  the  detention  of  a  Greek  brig  named  "  Miltiades,^  in 
consequence  of  her  having  African  slaves  on  board. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas,  in  communicating  this  letter  to  me,  states  that  he  is 
advised  by  the  legal  authority  whom  he  has  consulted,  that  he  can  do  no  more 
than  place  the  poor  Africans  at  the  disposal  of  the  Ionian  Government,  and 
dismiss  the  bri^  with  its  master  and  crew ;  and  His  Excellency  informs  me  th^t 
the  brig  has  m  consequence  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  His  Hellenic 
Majesty's  Consul,  Mr.  Pizzoli^  who  has  proceeded  to  Cephalonia  on  this 
account ;  and  that  he  trusts  that  the  Government  of  His  Hellenic  Majesty  may 
be  enabled  to  deal  with  the  parties  implicated  in  this  abominable  traffic  con- 
formably with  their  deserts. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

Monsieur  Paicos, 
Sfc.      8fe. 
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Tenth  Enclosure  in  No«  57. 
M.  Paicos  to  Sir  E^  Lyons* 
Monsieur  le  Cheyauer,  Athines,  ce  9  (21)  Fivrier,  1841. 

Les  consuls  du  Roi  a  Corfoii  et  k  Cephalonie  m'avaient  d6jk  fait  con« 
naitre  tout  ce  qui  concernait  le  brie  Grec  le  "  Miltiade,''  arrSti  au  port  de  cette 
dernidre  ile  par  ce  qu'il  avait  des  Africains  esclaves  k  son  bord. 

Je  vous  remercie  neanmoins  pour  les  renseignemens  que  vous  voulez  bien 
nie  donner  sur  ce  meme  sujet  par  votre  office  du  13  de  ce  mois.  En  meme 
terns  j'ai  Thonneur  de  vous  annoncer  que  le  Minist^re  avait  transmis  d^  le6  (18) 
Janvier  dernier  a  ces  consuls  aux  ties  susmentionnees  le  mSme  ordre  de  faire 
mettre  imra^diatement  en  libertfe  les  noirs  se  trouvant  a  bord  du  "  Miltiade^'' 
attend  u  que  Tesclavage  est  defendu  aussi  par  les  lois  Grecques. 

Considerant  de  plus  que  la  loi  existant  a  cet  %ard  n'avait  pas  de  sanction 
penale,  et  qu'elle  n'6tait  pas  complete,  le  Gouvemement  s'est  empress^  de 
soumettre  a  la  deliberation  du  conseil  d'etat  un  nouveau  projet  de  loi,  par 
lequel  tout  commerce  et  transport  d'esclaves  en  general  est  sev^rement  defendu 
aux  sujets  de  ce  royaume. 

Agr^ezy  &c. 

(Signfe)  A.  PAICOS. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Edmund  Lyons ^ 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


(Translation.) 

M.  LE  Chevalier,  AthenSy  February  9  (21),  1841. 

His  Majesty's  Consuls  at  Corfn  and  Cephalonia  had  already  informed 
me  of  everything  concerning  the  Greek  brig  ^*  miltiades"  detained  at  the  latter 
island  for  having  African  slaves  on  board. 

I  thank  you,  nevertheless,  for  the  information  which  you  obligingly  give 
me  on  the  same  subject  by  your  note  of  the  13th  instant.  At  the  same  time  I 
have  the  honour  of  announcing  to  you  that  on  the  6th  (18th)  of  February,  the 
Ministry  had  transmitted  to  the  consuls  at  the  above-mentioned  islands  the 
same  orders  for  the  immediate  liberation  of  the  negroes  on  board  the 
**  Miltiades,^*  seeing  that  slavery  is  also  forbidden  b v  the  Greek  law. 

Considering,  moreover,  that  the  existing  law  in  tnis  respect  bad  not  the  sanc- 
tion of  penalties,  and  that  it  was  incomplete.  Government  has  hastened  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  council  of  state  a  new  draft  of  law,  by 
which  all  trade  in  and  carrying  of  slaves  in  general  is  strictly  forbidden  to 
the  subjects  of  this  kingdom. 

Accept,  &c. 
(Signed)  PAICOS. 


No.  58. . 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Pabnerston. 

Athens,  March  8,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  April  6.) 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour 
to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  stated  to  Monsieur  Paicos,  on  the  24th  ultimo, 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  not  be  expected  to  believe  that  His 
Hellenic  Majesty's  Government  was  sincerely  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
Slave  Trade  carried  on  in  Greek  vessels  until  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the 
consuls  in  Barbary  and  Turkey  respectively  had  definite  and  positive  instruc- 
tions to  that  eflFect.  I  regret,  however,  to  have  to  report  to  your  Lordship  that 
my  observations  have  remained  unattended  to  up  to  the  present  moment,  and 
that  no  measures  of  the  kind,  that  I  can  hear  of,  have  hitherto  been  taken  to 
put  a  stop  to  this  inhuman  traffic. 
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It  appears  by  a  letter  liiat  I  have  received^  whilst  writing  this  Despatch, 
from  Her  Majesty's  Lord  High  Commissioner  in  the  Ionian  Islands,  that  the 
Greek  consul  there  has  been  asserting  that  from  the  moment  the  14  African 
negro  slaves,  shipped  in  the  bay  of  Tunis  on  board  the  Greek  brig  *'  MilHcuies,'' 
were  covered  by  the  Greek  flag,  they  were  free  and  well  treated :  an  assertion 
which  Sir  Howard  DougUis  saya  is  directly  at  variance  with  the  facts  of  the 
ca0e» 

I  have  Sec 
(Signed)         '  EDMUND  LYONSu 

The  Right  Hon.  FUcaunt  Pahnerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfe. 


No.  59. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Athens,  Ma^ch  22,  1841. 

My  Lord,  {Received  April  13,) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  copies  of  a 
letter  and  of  its  enclosures  which  I  addressed  to  Monsieur  Pa'icos  on  the  17th 
instant,  refuting  the  official  assertion  of  the  Greek  consul  at  Corfii  that  the 
negroes  on  board  the  Greek  brig  *'  MiltiadeSy*  in  Cephalonia,  were  not  treated 
as  slaves  whilst  they  were  under  the  Greek  flag. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatches  of  the  22nd  of  February  and  the  8th  of 
March  of  this  year,  I  regret  to  state  that  the  penal  law  therein  mentioned  has 
not  yet  been  published,  although  two  months  have  nearly  elapsed  since  it  passed 
through  the  council  of  state. 

In  hopes  of  bein^  able  to  make  a  satisfactory  report  to  your  Lordship  on 
this  subject,  I  have  just  sent  to  the  Foreign  Office  to  ask  for  mformation,  ajod 
I  cannot  learn  that  the  Greek  Government  has  taken  any  efficient  measures  to 
abow  its  disavowal  of  this  horrible  traffic. 

I  have,  &c* 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

The  Jtight  Hon.  Plscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  59. 

Sir  E.  Lyme  to  M.  PtAcos. 
Monsieur  le  Secretaire  d'Etat,  Athens,  March  17, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  His 
Hellenic  Majesty's  Government,  copies  of  a  letter  and  of  its  enclosures,  which 
I  have  received  from  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Lord  High  Commissioner  in  the 
Ionian  Islands,  respecting  the  African  slaves  who,  in  the  beginning  of  January 
last,  were  found  secreted  in  the  hold  of  the  Greek  brig  "  Miltiades "  in  the 
harbour  of  Argostoli  in  Cephalonia. 

It  will  not  escape  your  observation,  Monsieur  le  Secretaire  d'Etat,  that  the 
effect  of  the  letter  of  His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Consul  at  Corfu  is  to  impugn  the 
validity  of  the  official  reports  which  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  received 
from  British  officers  of  rank,  and  upon  which  his  Excellency  had  acted ;  and 
you  will  no  doubt  observe  that  the  consul,  in  his  strange  attempt  to  vindicate 
the  conduct  of  the  master  of  the  Greek  brig,  casts  unsupported  censure  upon 
a  Dutch  consul  and  unon  the  French  and  Piedmontese  Dassensrers  in  the  briet 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GREECE.  39 

Second  Enclosure  in  No.  59. 
Sit  Howard  Douglas  to  Sir  E.  Lyons. 

Sia,  Corjki,  March  2,  1841. 

His  Hellenic  Majesty's  consul  aA  this  place  (Mr.  Pezzoli)  having,  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  my  Secretary,  copy  herewith  enclosed,  asserted,  that  from 
the  moment  the  fourteen  African  negro  slaves,  shipped  in  the  Bay  of  Tunis  on 
boa  d  the  Greek  brig  **  Miltiades^'^  Captain  E.  Russi,  were  covered  by  the 
Greek  flag  they  were  free  and  well  treated,  and  this  assertion  being  at  variance 
with  all  the  previous  information,  I  directed  that  the  letter  in  question  should 
be  referred  to  my  resident  in  Cephalonia,  copy  of  whose  report  in  reply  to  that 
reference  I  think  it  right  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  Greek 
Government. 

I  have  &c 
Sir  Edmund  LyoM,  (Signed)  HOWARD  DOUGLAS. 

he.    ifc.    Sfc. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  59. 
The  Greek  Vice^Consut  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Lord  High  Commissioner. 

(Translation.) 

Most  Illustrious  Sir,  Cephalonia,  January  18  (30),  1841. 

The  facility  and  condescension  which  His  Excellency  the  Lord  High 
Commissioner,  together  with  your  Illustrious  Lordship,  procured  for  me  from 
the  Honourable  Resident  in  brmging  about  the  liberation  of  the  Greek  brig 
"  Miltiades'*  makes  it  my  duty  to  express  to  you  my  thanks,  and  to  request  you 
at  the  same  time  to  present  them  on  my  part  to  His  Excellency. 

It  is  the  more  gratifying  to  me  to  fulfil  this  duty,  as  I  at  the  same  time  have 
the  satisfaction  of  assuring  his  Excellency  that  it  appears  from  the  examinations 
of  all  the  passengers  who  were  on  board  the  abovementioned  vessel,  that  the 
thirteen  negroes  were  free,  taken  care  of,  and  well  treated  from  the  moment 
they  went  on  board  the  Greek  vessel.  The  negroes  themselves,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  health  inspector,  Mr.  Reynolds,  have  unanimously  declared  to  that 
effect. 

It  appears  that  a  rancorous  feeling  of  some  one  among  the  French  passengers 
towards  the  captain  had  induced  the  said  passengers  to  exaggerate,  without  any 
reason,  in  their  first  deposition,  the  conduct  of  the  crew  and  captain  of  the 
vessel.  The  latter  is  above  all  guilty  of  irregularity  in  respect  of  his  clearances, 
partly  perhaps  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  Dutch  consular  agent  in  Tunis,  by 
whom  they  were  despatched ;  but  he  will,  nevertheless,  on  his  arrival  in  Greece, 
be  subject,  in  consequence  thereof,  to  the  penalties  established  by  law. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  PEZZOLI, 

The  Most  Illustrious  Signore  J.  Fraser,  Greek  f^ice- Consul. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Forth  Enclosure  in  No.  59. 
Colonel  Sutherland  to  Mr.  Fraser. 

Sir,  Cephdloniay  February  25,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  11th  instant,  with  its  Enclosure  (herewith  returned)  to  your  address  under 
date  of  18th  (30th)  ultimo,  from  the  Signor  Pezzoli,  His  Hellenic  Majesty's 
Consul  at  Corfu,  relative  to  the  fourteen  African  negro  slaves  shipped  in  the 
'Bay  of  Tunis  on  board  of  the  Greek  brig  '*  Mtltiades^"'  Captain  E.  Russi,  and 
afterwards  landed  in  this  port. 

I  must  confess  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  astonishment  I  read  the  paragraph 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40  GREECE. 

in  which  Signor  Pizzoli  ventures  to  assert  that  from  the  moment  they  were 
covered  by  the  Greek  flag  those  negroes  were  free,  because,  bo  far  from  such  a 
supposition  being  in  the  slightest  degree  countenanced  by  any  of  the  examina^ 
tions  entered  into,  the  very  contrary  is  clearly  and  incontrovertibly  established 
by  the  concurrent  testimony  and  depositions  already  forwarded  to  you  of  the 
captain,  clerk,  and  passengers  of  the  brig,  whether  Franks,  Greeks,  Turks,  or 
the  negroes  themselves,  whether  taken  by  the  Incaricato  di  Sanitk  or  by  the 
Signer  Pizzoli  himself,  all  calling,  designating,  and  speaking  of  them  as  slaves ; 
and  you  will  perceive  from  the  accompanying  further  report  from  the  Incaricato 
di  SanitJi,  and  depositions  of  the  negroes,  now  taken  through  an  interpreter, 
who  thoroughly  understands   the   language  of  the  negroes  as  well   as  the 
English,  that  these  unfortunates  were  brought  bound  alongside  of  the  brig  for 
embarkation,  and  still  bear  the  marks  of  the  cords,  loosed  (sciolti)  to  enaUe 
them  to  get  up  the  side;  and  although  permitted  to  go  and  remain  on  deck 
during  the  day  time,  whilst  the  vessel  was  at  sea,  they  were,  both  at  the  be- 
ginning and  end  of  the  voyage,  when  in  the  vicinity  of  land,  closely  confined  to 
the  hold,  from  whence  they  were  only  allowed  to  issue  to  siatujy  the  coMe  of 
nature^  one  at  a  ttme^  escorted  by  some  of  the  crew — even  this  indispensable 
indulgence  being  denied  to  them  on  approaching  this  island,  as  they  were  not 
suffered  to  quit  the  hold  under  any  pretext  after  their  arrival  in  the  Port  of 
Argostoli,  one  of  them  having  been  kicked  by  a  sailor  of  the  crew  for  urging 
the  torture  he  was  undergoing  from  such  a  call  in  support  of  his  demand  to  go 
on  deck  for  a  few  moments.  Yet  this  is  what  I  presume  the  Signer  Pizzoli  asserts 
is  being  **  liberi,  sciolti,  e  ben  trattati!"  although  to  any  other  person  it  would 
convey  a  quite  contrary  impression.     Finally,  that  the  negroes  did  not  consider 
'  themselves  free  ("  liberi "),  but  slaves,  on  their  arrival  here,  is  evident  from  the 
formal  claim  and  demand  they  unanimously  made  when  once  on  the  Ionian 
soil,  in  the  lazaretto,  before  three  of  the  judges  of  the  land,  for  their  liberty. 

I  abstain  from  any  observation  on  the  aspersion  cast  by  the  Signor  Pizzoli  on 
the  motives  of  the  French  passengers,  as  their  conduct  throughout  the  affair 
needs  no  other  explanation  than  the  indignation  that  must  be  naturally  felt  by 
every  well-constituted  mind  against  the  iniquity  of  the  trajfBc  which  the  captain 
and  crew  of  the  Greek  brig  '*  Miltiades''  were  aiding  and  abetting,  if  not 
actually  engaged  in. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  SUTHERLAND. 

J.  Frasery  JEsq.f  Col.  and  Rerident. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc.  ^ 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  59. 

Mr.  Reynolds  to  Colonel  Sutherland. 

Sir,  Health  Office,  Cephalonia,  February  25,  1841. 

In  reply  to  the  observations  contained  in  Mr.  Pezzoli,  the  Greek  Con- 
sul's communication  of  the  30th  ultimo  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  High 
Commissioner,  that  it  had  been  stated  in  my  presence  by  the  black  slaves 
found  on  board  the  Greek  brig  '*  Miltiades,''  Captain  E.  Russi,  that  they 
had  been,  from  the  moment  they  came  on  board  in  Tunis,  liberi,  sciolti,  e  ben 
trattatif  and  in  which  letter  Mr.  Pezzoli  endeavours  to  confute  the  fact  (not- 
withstanding it  was  so  clearly  proved  by  the  bill  of  lading,  in  Greek,  delivered 
to  Mr.  Pezzoli,  together  with  the  other  papers,  both  in  original  and  duplicate), 
that  they  were  slaves,  I  have  the  honour  to  rejoin  that  they  certainly  stated 
through  their  interpreter,  and  made  signs  to  the  effect,  that,  although  they  had 
been  brought  on  board  tied  (marks  of  which  they  showed  Mr.  Pezzoli  on  their 
arms),  that  they  had  been  kept  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel  '*  sciolti,"  or  ^'untied;' 
but  as  to  their  b^ing  **  liberi,"'  I  cannot  change  the  opinion  I  expressed  to  Mr. 
Pezzoli  on  that  occasion,  when  he  exultingly  turned  to  me  and  said,  *'  There, 
you  see  they  were  )iberi,  or  free,"  and  which  opinion  was  that  I  could  not  con- 
sider men  free  who  were  kept  confined  in  the  hold  of  a  vessel,  and  only  per- 
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Turkisliy  as  well  as  the  Franks,  and  also  by  the  captain  and  crew,  but  for 
which  there  could  have  been  no  necessity  whilst  at  sea,  where  they  could  not 
escape :  and  as  to  keeping  them  tied  in  the  hold,  such  would  not  have  been 
practised  e?en  towards. animals,  and  is  not  even  adopted  on  board  regular 
slavers :  whil^  as  to  their  being  ^'  ben  trattati,"  I  do  not  consider  being 
allowed  barely  a  **  quantum  mfficit "  (to  keep  nature  alive)  of  the  coarsest  food 
(as  appears  by  the  evidence  was  the  case  here)  being  *'  ben  trattati" 

As  to  Mr.  Pezzoli's  other  assertions,  I  can  only  add  that  he  himself  acknow- 
ledged to  me  that  in  no  one  case  had  any  witness  deviated  one  iota  from  what 
he  had  previously  deposed  before  me ;  but  it  was  evident  to  me,  from  the 
first  moment  of  Mr.  Pezzoli's  arrival  in  Cephalonia,  that  his  view,  intention, 
and  determination  was  to  gloss  over  and  palliate  as  much  as  he  could  the 
captain's  conduct  in  carrying  these  slaves,  and  make  it  appear  that  the  only 
fEtuIt  attributable  to  the  captain  was  his  having  concealea  these  14  slaves  on 
board  when  he  gave  his  '*  costituto"  at  the  health  office. 

Whilst  in  confutation  of  his  remark  that  the  evil  dispositions  of  the  French 
and  Piedmontese  passengers  towards  the  Greeks  has  been  the  cause  of  all  this, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  (had  not  the  bills  of  lading  been  sufficient) 
the  old  proprietor  of  the  vessel,  Giorgio  Sacali's  constantly  and  invariably 
using  the  term  "  sclavus,"  or  "  slaves,"  when  speaking  of  these  unfortunate 
beings,  either  to  Mr.  Pezzoli  or  to  me,  is,  I  should  think,  sufficient  evidence  to 
controvert  Mr.  Pezzoli's  opinion  and  assertion,  and  triumphantly  prove  they 
were  considered  by  all  on  board,  what  they  really  are — slaves  ;  and  that  they 
M  also  considered  themselves  still  «o,  is  most  satisfactorily  proved  by  the 
proeds'verbal  of  the  20th  ultimo,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  transmit  you  in 
my  letter  of  the  21st  same ;  in  which  letter  I  lay  particular  emphasis  on  the 
fact  of  three  of  our  judges  having  been  accidentally  present  at  the  scene  of 
their  demanding  their  liberty,  and  affixed  their  signatures  to  the  document  (as 
evidence) ;  but  in  order  to  make  the  matter  beyond  a  doubt,  I  have  again  this 
day  taken  their  deposition  (with  the  assistance  of  a  Maltese,  as  interpreter,  who 
seems  to  understand  them  very  well),  and  from  which  you  will  clearly  perceive 
that  they  were  kept,  considered,  and  treated  as  slaves,  and  that  one  of  them 
got  (even  in  this  port  of  Argostoli)  ill-treated  and  kicked  for  trying  to  come 
on  deck  without  leave. 

There  is,  however,  one  point  in  Mr.  Pezzoli's  letter  to  his  Excellency,  to 
which  I  cannot  fail  of  calling  your  special  attention,  viz.,  the  art  with  which  he 
tries  to  fix  the  culpable  irregularity  of  the  whole  transaction  on  the  Dutch 
Consul,  for  not  having  inserted  these  slaves  in  the  bill  of  health,  whilst,  as  they 
were  taken  on  board  at  Goletta  (some  distance  from  Tunis),  after  they  had  got 
their  clearance  from  him,  it  is  possible,  and  even  probable,  that  he  is  at  this 
very  moment  ignorant  that  one  single  soul  more  than  he  gave  papers  for  had 
been  received  ;  whereas  the  real  truth  is  that  the  whole  fault  and  blame  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  Mr.  Gaspari,  the  Consular  Agent  at  Goletta,  who  makes 
such  a  conspicuous  figure  throughout  the  whole  business,  both  as  Consular 
Agent  at  Goletta  and  as  being  the  identical  person  who  contracted  for  the 
freight,  and  afterwards  embarked  the  13  male  black  slaves,  and  whose  para- 
mount duty  it  was  to  have  made  an  annotation  to  that  effect  on  the  back  of  the 
bill  of  health  (certainly  irregularly  given  by  a  Dutch  Consul  to  a  Greek  vessel), 
and  who  ought  also  most  certainly  to  have  separately  inserted  in  the  same 
•'  ritocco"  on  the  back  of  this  same  bill  of  health,  also  the  names  of  the  13 
other  passengers  and  the  black  female  slave,  whom  he  embarked  or  permitted 
to  embark  at  Goletta ;  but  from  his  not  doing  so  he  gives  room  for  suspecting 
that  he  either  smuggled  them  away,  or  had  some  other  reason  for  not  inserting 
them,  as  before  said,  in  the  bill  of  health. 

Besides  this  Mr.  Pezzoli  most  carefully  conceals  from  his  Excellency  what 
(in  ray  humble  opinion)  gives  to  Mr.  Gaspari's  conduct  in  this  business  the 
worst  colour  under  which  it  appears,  ana  which  I  suspect  is  Mr.  Pezzoli's 
reason  for  trying  to  make  it  appear  that  the  blacks  were  not  considered  as 
slaves  on  board,  and  that  the  captain  was  therefore  only  responsible  for  the 
irregularity  of  his  papers ;  a  fault  originating,  as  Mr.  Pezzoli  wants  to  show, 
with  the  Dutch  Consul,  notwithstanding  it  was  clearly  proved  to  have  taken 
place  after  the  vessel  had  left  Tunis,  and  lay  at  Goletta,  and  when,  if  it  was  a 
case  of  omission,  the  fault  or  negligence  is  attributable  to  nobody  but  Mr.  Gas- 
pari, and  thU  is  that  Mr.  Gaspari  who  turns  out,  by  reference  to  the  book  of 
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printed  regulations  given  by  tiie  Greek  Government  to  its  Comsuls^  to  be  either 
His  Helleme  Majmtjfs^  Gmum^  or  Vice^Camsulf  or  OmMiar  Ag€mt  at  &oletta^ 

\  hsLve » Src* 
(Signed)       '    W.  L.  RBYNOLDSy 
In  charge  of  HeaUh  OffUe  3^artmemL 
Cokfml  Sutherland, 
Sfc.        8fc.        Sfc. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  59* 

Depositions  of  the  Negroes  on  board  the  Greek  brig  in  Cephaionia. 

The  Inspector  of  the  Health  Office^ 
(Translation*)  Cephalonia^  February  25,  184L 

It  being  necessary  to  ascertain  in  what  light  the  black  slaves  were  coik- 
sidered  whilst  on  board  the  Greek  vessel,  Emmanuel  Russi  master,  the  under* 
signed  sent  for  them  and  questioned  them,  by  means  of  the  interpreter,  Nicokt 
Benelli,  of  Malta,  whether  they  were  treated  as  slaves  on  board  tne  said  vessel 
or  as  freemen  during  the  voyage ;  and  whether  whilst  on  board  they  were 
entirely  free  and  at  liberty  to  walk  about  at  their  own  pleasure,  or  whether  they 
were  kept  bound  on  board ;  and  also,  whether  they  were  brought  on  board 
bound  With  cords. 

The  negro  Murgia  replied  : — 

*'  We  were  purdiased  nearly  three  months  before  being  embarked,  and  I  cost 
220  piastres.  We  were  taken  on  board  in  a  launch,.and  bound  with  cords,  and 
we  were  unbound  in  order  to  enable  us  to  get  on  board ;  we  were  then  put 
down  into  the  hold,  from  whence  we  were  not  allowed  to  come  out,  excepting 
for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  calls  of  nature,  and  then  we  were  taken  on 
deck  one  by  one,  and  the  hatches  were  only  just  open  sufficiently  to  allow  the 
necessary  quantity  of  air  to  come  in.'* 

Question. — ^To  say  frankly  whether,  when  he  went  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  na- 
ture, he  was  obliged  to  ask  permission  of  some  one,  and  whether  on  sach  oc- 
casions he  was  watched  by  some  one,  or  not  ? 

Reply. — We  were  obliged  to  ask  permission  of  some  one,  and  then  we  were 
escorted  by  some  one  of  the  crew  so  long  as  we  were  upon  deck  ;  that  is  to  say, 
so  long  as  the  vessel  was  near  the  shore  or  in  harbour ;  and  from  the  moment 
we  were  in  sight  of  this  island  we  were  no  longer  allowed  to  go  upon  deck* 
Whilst  we  were  at  sea  we  were  allowed  to  stay  upon  deck  and  go  wherever  we 
pleased ;  however,  after  arriving  here  we  were  no  longer  allowed  to  go  upon 
deck  during  the  day-time,  even  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  calls  of  nature. 

Question. — Whether  whilst  he  was  on  board  he  had  been  beaten  or  ill-treated? 

Reply. — No,  sir;  we  were  never  ilUtreated,  excepting  upon  our  arrival  here, 
when  we  were  shut  down  in  the  hold* 

Deposition  of  the  Negro  Selim. 

Question. — I  was  a  slave  in  Tunis;  I  was  embarked,  bound,  in  a  large  boat, 
and  carried  on  board  the  vessel,  where  I  was  unbound  and  put  down  into  the 
hold.  During  the  voyage  we  were  free,  that  is,  whilst  we  were  at  sea,  but 
when  we  were  near  the  shore  then  we  were  no  longer  allowed  to  go  upon  deck, 
excepting  at  night  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature ;  and  upon  our  arrival  in  this 
harbour  we  were  put  down  into  the  hold  and  not  allowed  to  go  out ;  whenever 
we  went  upon  deck,  when  near  the  land,  we  were  escorted  by  some  of  the  crew. 

Deposition  of  the  Negro  AIL 

Questioned  as  above. 

Reply. — I  was  carried  alongside  from  Tunis,  bound;  I  was  then  unbound 
and  embarked,  and  remained  unbound  during  the  voyage ;  that  is  to  say,  whilst 
out  of  sight  of  land.  When  we  were  near  the  shore  we  were  no  longer  allowed 
to  go  upon  deck,  excepting  at  night  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature,  and  tl)en 
under  escort.  After  our  arrival  here  we  were  no  longer  allowed  to  leave  the 
hold,  which  was  kept  shut 
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H^pmtion  of  the  iNegro  Na$9ar. 

Questioned  as  above. 

Beply. — I  was  a  slave  at  Tunis ;  I  was  embarked  bound  ;  once  on  l)oaTd,  and 
out  of  sight  of  land,  we- were  allowed  to  walk  about  upon  deck ;  but  when  we 
were  near  the  land  we  were  kept  down  in  the  hold^  and  only  at  night  allowed 
to  go  upon  deck  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature,  one  by  one,  and  always  escorted. 
After  arriving  in  this  harbour  we  were  no  longer  allowed  to  go  upon  deck  at  ail. 

Deposition  of  the  Negro  Messaut. 

Questioned  as  above. 

Reply. —  I  was  carried  alongside  the  vessel,  bound;  I  was  then  unbound,  em- 
barked, and  placed  in  the  hold ;  so  long  as  we  were  at  anchor,  or  in  atght  of 
land,  we  were  not  allowed  to  walk  about  upon  deck,  but  when  at  sea  we  were  free ; 
when  we  approached  the  land  we  were  only  allowed  at  night  to  satisfy  the  calk 
of  nature,  and  then  one  by  one,  and  always  under  escort;  and  the  uiomeat  we 
arrived  here  the  captain  ^ut  us  up  m  the  hold,  and  no  longer  allowed  us  to  go 
out. 

Deposition  of  the  Negro  Abdaliah. 

Questioned  as  above. 

Reply. — I  was  taken  on  board  the  Greek  vessel,  bound  ;  whilst  we  were  at 
anchor,  or  near  the  land,  we  were  kept  concealed  in  the  hold,  and  only  at 
night,  one  by  one,  and  under  escort,  allowed  to  go  upon  deck  to  satisfy  the 
calls  of  nature.  On  arriving  here  they  kept  us  entirely  down  in  the  hold,  btrt 
at  sea  we  were  allowed  to  walk  about  upon  deck. 

Deposition  of  tke  Negro  Mtdnmt. 

Questioned  as  ahove« 

Reply. — I  was  carried  alongside  the  vessel,  bound ;  I  was  then  unbound, 
taken  oq^board,  and  put  down  into  the  hold ;  whilst  we  were  at  anchor,  or  near 
the  land,  we  were  only  allowed  to  go  upon  deck  at  night,  one  by  one,  and 
under  escort,  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature ;  at  sea  we  were  allowed  to  walk 
about ;  after  arriving  here  we  were  no  longer  allowed  at  all  to  leave  the  hold. 

Deposition  of  the  Negro  Ali. 

Questioned  as  above. 

Replv. — I  was  a  slave  in  Tunis;  I  was  taken  alongside  the  Greek  vessel,  bound; 
I  was  then  unbound,  put  on  board,  and  placed  in  the  hold.  During  the  voy- 
age, whilst  out  of  sight  of  land,  I  was  allowed  to  walk  about  whenever  I  liked ; 
when  we  were  at  anchor,  or  near  the  land,  we  were  kept  shut  up  in  the  hold, 
and  only  allowed  at  night  to  go  upon  deck,  one  by  one,  and  under  escort,  to 
satisfy  the  calls  of  nature  ;  and  after  arriving  here  we  were  no  longer  allowed 
at  all  to  quit  the  hold. 

Deposition  of  the  Negro  Abdallah. 

Questioned  as  above. 

Reply. — I  was  a  slave  at  Tunis,  and  was  taken  alongside  the  Greek  vessel, 
bound ;  I  was  then  unbound  and  taken  on  board,  and  put  down  into  the  hold ; 
whilst  out  of  sight  of  land  we  were  allowed  to  walk  about  whenever  we  liked, 
but  when  at  anchor,  or  near  the  land,  we  were  only  allowed  at  night,  and  one 
by  one,  and  under  escort,  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature ;  and  after  arriving 
here  we  were  kept  down  in  the  hold  entirely. 

Deposition  of  the  Negro  Satd. 

Questioned  as  above. 

Reply w—^I  was  a  slave  at  Tunis ;  as  such,  I  was  bound  and  carsied  alongside 
the  Greek  brig,  and  taken  on  board ;  so  long  as  we  were  out  of  sight  of  lainl 
we  were  free,  and  allowed  to  walk  about  wherever  we  liked,  but  when  at  anchor, 
or  near  the  9hore,  we  were  concealed  in  the  hold.  Upon  our  arrival  here,  wish- 
ing to  leave  the  hold  in-order  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature,  one  ^f  the  crew 
would  not  allow  me  to  go  upon  deck,  and  kicked  me  back  into  the  hold. 
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Deposition  of  the  Negro  Meseaut  Berna. 

Questioned  as  above. 

Reply. — I  was  a  slave  at  Tunis ;  I  was  put  into  a  boat,  bound,  and  carried 
alongside  the  Greek  brig :  I  was  then  unbound,  taken  on  board,  and  put  into 
the  hold :  at  sea  we  were  allowed  to  walk  about  wherever  we  liked,  but  when 
we  were  at  anchor,  or  near  the  land,  they  kept  me,  as  well  as  the  others,  con- 
cealed in  the  hold,  and  only  allowed  us,  one  by  one,  and  under  escort,  to  go 
upon  deck  at  night  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature.  After  our  arrival  they  did  not 
allow  us  to  leave  the  hold  at  all. 

Deposition  of  the  Negro  AhdaUah. 

Questioned  as  above. 

Reply. — I  was  a  slave  at  Tunis,  and  there  I  was  taken  alongside  the  Greek 
brig  bound;  I  was  then  unbound,  taken  on  board,  and  placed  in  the  hold. 
Whilst  we  were  at  anchor  or  near  the  land  we  were  kept  in  the  hold,  and  only 
allowed  at  nighty  one  by  one,  and  under  escort,  to  go. upon  deck  to  satisfy  the 
calls  of  nature.  At  sea  we  were  allowed  to  walk  about  wherever  we  pleased, 
and,  on  arrivmg  here,  we  were  put  down  into  the  hold  and  not  allowed  to 
move  out. 

Deposition  of  the  Negro  Zoehar. 

Questioned  as  above. 

Reply. — I  was  a  slave  at  Tunis ;  I  was  bound  and  carried  alongside  the  Greek 
brig;  I  was  then  unbound,  taken  on  board,  and  put  into  the  hold.  Whilst  at 
anchor,  or  near  the  land,  we  were  only  allowed  at  night,  one  by  one,  to  satisfy 
the  calls  of  nature;  at  sea,  however,  I  was  permitted  to  walk  about :  after  our 
arrival  here  we  were  all  put  down  into  the  hold,  and  no  longer  allowed  to  go 
upon  deck  at  all.  his 

Nicholas  X  Benelu. 
mark 
(L.  S.)  (Signed)        W.  L.  REYNOLDS, 

Inspector  of  the  Health  Office. 
Cephahniay  February  25,  1841. 


No.  60. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  Edmund  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office^  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  61. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  Edmund  Lyons. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  20,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  22nd  January  last,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  the  answer  which  the  Greek  Grovernment  had  returned  to  the  repre- 
sentation which,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained  in  my  Despatch  of 
last  year,  you  had  addressed  to  that  Government  respecting  the  Slave  Trade 
which  is  carried  on  under  the  Greek  flag. 

I  have  to  desire  that,  in  return  to  the  intimation  which,  in  the  above-mentioned 
answer,  the  Government  of  Greece  have  made  to  you  of  their  having  prepared  a 
project  of  law,  prohibiting  the  Slave  Trade  of  Greece,  you  will  present  to  that 
Government  a  note,  stating  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  regret  that  they 
cannot  consider  the  mere  issuing  of  edicts  as  by  any  means  sufficient  to  rescue 
the  Greek  name  from  the  reproach  attaching  to  the  prevalence  of  Slave  Trade 
under  the  flag  of  Greece.     But  Her  Majesty's  Government  trust  that  the  edicts 
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so  issued  will  be  followed  up  by  vigorous  execution,  and  that  an  example  will  be 
made  of  the  parties  who  are  guilty  of  these  disgraceful  practices. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  Edmund  Lyons, 
S[c.    8fe.     Sfc. 


No.  62. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  Edmund  Lyons. 

Foreign  Qffice,  April  22,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 


No.  63. 

Viscount  Palmers  ton  to  Sir  Edmund  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 
Circular. — Proposed  Instruction  to  Grecian  Functionaries  in  Slave-holding 
Countries  on  the  hiring,  maintaining^  and  purchase  of  Slaves. 

(See  No.  5.) 


No.  64. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Athens,  April  13,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  May  11.) 

In  my  Despatch  of  the  22nd  ultimo  I  had  the  honour  of  transmitting  to 
your  Lordship  copies  of  a  Letter  and  its  enclosures  which  I  had  addressed  to 
M.  Paicos,  refuting  the  assertion  of  the  Greek  Vice-Consul  at  Corfu,  that  the 
negroes  on  board  the  Greek  brig  "  Miltiades''  were  not  treated  as  slaves  whilst 
hey  were  under  the  Greek  flag. 

On  the  25th  ultimo  M.  Paicos  replied  to  me  in  the  Letter  of  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy,  and  in  which  his  Hellenic  Majesty's  Government 
approved  the  conduct  of  M.  Pizzoli.  I  forwarded  that  Letter  to  Sir  Howard 
Douglas,  and  I  now  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship 
copies  of  his  Excellency's  reply  and  its  enclosures,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
Letter  in  which  I  enclosed  copies  of  them  to  M •  Paicos. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 

Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  64. 
M.  Paicos  to  Sir  E.  Lyons. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  Athines,  ce  13  (25),  Mars,  1841. 

J'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  recevoir  votre  lettre  du  17  de  ce  mois  et  des  pieces 
qui  y  etaient  annex6es,  et  qui  se  rapportent  i  Faffaire  du  brick  Grec  le  "  JMiV- 
tiades.'* 

Je  vous  remercie  pour  cette  communication,  puisque  je  profiterai  des  details 
contenus  dans  ses  annexes,  pour  inviter  le  Vice-Consul  de  sa  Majesty  k  Corf&  a 
eclaircir  encore  certains  faits  se  rattachant  k  I'afiaire  dont  il  s'agit^  et  celui  de 
Goulette,  le  Sr.  Gaspari^  a  se  justiiier  sur  la  circonstance  qu'il  n'aurait  fait  au- 
cune  mention  des  negres  se  trouvant  k  bord  du  brick  le  **  MUtiades." 
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Quant  i  M.  Pezzoli^  je  ne  pourrais  pss  croire  quil  ait  toUIu  attaqaer  la  taU- 
dit&  des  rapports  officiels  adress^es  au  Lord  Maui  Commimaire  par  les  oflbaen 
Anglais  competens,  ptiisqu'il  ne  connaissait  pas  ni  ne  pouvait  connaitre  ces 
rapports.  M.  Pezzoli  aurait  an  contraire  exprime  sa  propre  conviction,  en  suite 
de  laquelle  il  a  du  faire  aussi  tous  ses  efibrts  pour  d^fendre  le  capitaine  Gcec 
et  disculper  sa  conduite. 

Au  reste,  il  ne  pourrait  plus  6tre  donn^  a  cette  affaire  aucune  autre  suite^  si 
ce  n'est  de  poursuivre  le  capitaine  pour  certaines  inexactitudes  que  M.  Pezzoli 
hii-meme  a  observ6es  dans  ses  papiers,  attendu  que  la  loi  r^emment  promulgu^ 
contre  la  traite  des  esdaves  ne  saurait  avoir  un  efiet  retroactif. 

Agreez,  &c. 

(Signfe)  A.  PAICOS. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Ed.  Lyons, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

Sib,  Athens,  \3th  {25th)  March,  1841. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  the  17th  instant^  to- 
gether with  the  documents  annexed  thereto,  relative  to  the  affair  of  the  Greek 
brig  **  Miltiadesr  * 

1  thank  you  for  that  communication,  and  will  profit  by  the  details  contained 
in  the  said  documents  by  requesting  his  Majesty's  Vice-Consul  at  Corfu  to  ex- 
plain further  certain  fects  connected  with  the  affair  in  question,  and  also  his 
Majesty's  Vice-Consul  at  Goulette,  M.  Gaspari^  to  explain  as  to  the  circumstance 
of  his  not  having  mentioned  in  any  way  that  there  were  negroes  on  board  the 
brig  •*  Miltiadesr 

With  regard  to  M.  Pezzoli,  I  cannot  believe  he  intended  to  doubt  the  validity 
of  the  official  reports  addressed  to  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  by  the  com- 
petent Engtislk  officers,  as  he  neither  did  nor  could  know  of  these  reports.  M. 
Pezzoli  would,  on  the  contrary,  have  expressed  his  own  conviction,  after  which 
it  was  also  his  duty  to  make  every  effort  to  defend  the  Greek  captain  and  to  ex- 
culpate his  conduct. 

For  the  rest,  no  other  proceedings  can  be  had  in  this  affair,  unless  the  captain 
were  to  be  prosecuted  for  certain  informalities  which  M.  Pezzoli  himself  noticed 
in  his  papers,  supposing  the  law  recently  promulgated  against  the  Slave  Trade 
were  not  to  have  a  retroactive  effect.  , 

Accept,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  PAICOS. 

Sir  Edmund  Lyons, 
Sfc.        Sfc. 

Second  Enclosure  in  No.  64. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  M.  Paicos. 

Monsieur  lb  Secretaire  d'Etat,  Athens,  April  13,  1841. 

I  LOST  no  rime  in  communicating  to  Her  Majesty's  Lord  High  Com* 
missioner  in  the  Ionian  Islands  your  letter  to  me  of  the  13tb  ('^5th)  ultimo,  ap- 
proving the  letter  addressed  to  his  Excellenc}'^  on  the  18th  (30th)  of  January,  by 
M.  Pezzoli,  His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Vice-Consul  at  Corfu,  relative  to  the 
African  slaves  on  board  the  Greek  brig  *^  Miltiades,*'  which  was  driven  by 
stress  of  weather  into  the  port  of  Argostoli,  in  Cephalonia. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  his  Excellency's  reply  and  its 
enclosures,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  M.  Pezzoli  has  permitted  himself 
to  srtate  facts  with  so  little  regard  to  accuracy,  that  it  will  hereafter  be  invpos- 
sible  for  the  officers  of  the  Ionian  Government  to  transact  with  him  even  the 
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Third  Enolosupe  ia  No*  64 

Sir  HavKutd  Doughs  t$i  Sit  E,  LjffiM. 

Sir,.  Corfu,  April  5,  1841. 

In  reply  to  your  Excellency's^  letter  of  the  3lst  of  March^  with  ]t$ 
enclosures,  acquaintiagp  me  with  the  view  t&ken>  by  Uis  Hellenic  Majesty's 
Government  of.  the  matter  of  the  negroes  found  secreted  on  board  the  GTeedc 
brig  '^  Miltiades,*  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the Grisek 
Consul  at  Corfu,  having  submitted  to  me  the  depositions  in  the  case  taken^  by 
him,  I  caused  them  to  be  referred  to  the  competent  authorities  in  Cephalonia, 
and  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  the  ohserva* 
tlons  made  upon  M.  Pezzoli's  papers,  both  by  the  resident  and  functionary  n 
charge  of  the  Sanita  Department  in  that  island. 

.  From  these  papers  your  Elxcellency  will  perceive  that  M.  Pezzoli  has  per- 
mitted himself  to  state  the  facts  with  so  little  regard  to  accuracy,  that  it  will 
hereafter  be  impossible  for  the  officers  of  this  Government  to  transact  with 
him  even  the  not  very  important  duties  of  a  Vice-Consul,  in  that  spirit  of 
confidence  and  respect  which  is  indispensable  to  a  proper  understandmg  be- 
tween the  two  Governments^ 

Therefore,  unless  I  hear  from  your  Excellency  that  the  Greek  Government, 
taking  a  proper  view  of  the  subject,  shall  render  such  a  step  unnecessary,  it 
will  become  my  duty  to  lay  a  statement  of  all  which  has  taken  place  before 
the  Ionian  Government,  submitting  for  their  consideration  the  expediency  of 
withdrawing  the  exequatur  granted  to  M.  Pezzoli,  as  his  Hellenic  Majesty's 
Vice-Consul. 

I  have  &c* 
(Signed)        '  HOWARD  DOUGLAS. 
Hi»  BafeeUeney  Sit  Edmmnd  Ly^M^ 
Sfe.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No^  64* 
Colonel  Sutherlqnd  to  Mr.  Fraser. 


Mt  dear  Sir,  Cephalonia,  March  26,  1841. 

I  FEEL  obliged  by  your  attention  in  sending  the  Signor  Pezzoli's  last 
paper,  herewith  returned,  on  the  subject  of  the  slaves,  for  my  perusal. 

I  showed  it  to  Mr.  Reynolds,  who  has  furnished  me  with  the  enclosed  some- 
what unquahfied  comments  on  the  subject,  rendering  unnecessary  any  addi- 
tional observations  from  myself,  further  than  that  it  appears  rather  inconsistent 
in  the  Signor  Pezzoli  to  designate  in  almost  all  his  questions  his  '*  liberi,  sciolti, 
e  ben  trattati"  pets  as  slaves. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  SUTHERLAND. 

J.  Fraser^  Esq., 
Sfc.        Spe. 


Fifth  Enclosui«inNo«64 
Mr^  Reynolds  to  Colonel  Sutherland. 

Sir,  Sanitdy  Cephalonia^  March  25,  1841. 

Having  caused  the  depositions  taken  by  M.  Pezzoli,  the  Greek  Consul, 
relative  to  the  fourteen  black  slaves  found  on  board  the  vessel  of  Captain  K. 
Russoy  to  be  carefully  translated  for  me  into  Italian,  I  have  the  honour  to  make 
the  following  observations  on  them : — 

1st*  I  was  not  present  at  the  regular  taking  down  in  writnig  by  M.  Pezzoli 
of  the  depositions  of  all  the  witnesses  (for  I  had  not  time  to  lose) ;  I  only 
heard  him  ask  an  occasional  question,  whenever  I  happened  to  go  to  him. 

2nd.  The  very  depositions  (taken  by  him)  of  the  captain,  scrivano,  and  pro- 
prietor, all  concur  in  proving  the  fact  of  the  slaves  being  on  board,  although 
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the  queries  are  put  with  all  possible  art,  with  a  view  of  making  it  appear  tliey 
were  merely  passengers,  notwithstanding  which,  Mr.  Pezzoli  himself,  in  most 
of  the  queries  to  the  other  passengers,  calls  them  in  his  questions  *'  slaves." 

3rd.  The  Greek  and  Turkish  passengers,  knowing  they  were  to  continue  the 
rest  of  the  voyage  in  the  vessel,  would  not  naturally  say  anything  to  offend  the 
captain,  whilst  it  is  really  possible  they  might  not  have  seen  any  actual  vio- 
lence to  the  slaves,  as  there  was  no  one  else  in  the  hold  but  them ;  but  that 
they  (the  slaves)  were  kept  prisoners  there,  all  their  depositions  concur  in 
proving. 

4th.  The  barefaced  distortion  of  truth  in  the  last  act  of  the  depositions, 
where  M.  Pezzoli  states  they  were  brought  into  my  oflBce,  and  in  my  presence 
stated,  by  means  of  one  of  them  (who  spoke  a  little  Greek),  that  they  were 
free  on  board,  is  too  glaring  to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  They  certainly  were 
brought  into  my  office  (where,  however,  I  cannot  call  to  mind  seeing  Mr. 
Caruso,  and  in  fact  I  am  convinced  he  was  not  in  the  room,  although  he  un- 
blushingly  affixes  his  name  to  the  same  untruth  as  M.  Pezzoli) ;  and  they  cer- 
tainly were  asked  by  M.  Pezzoli,  through  the  interpretation  of  a  Maltese 
(though  not  one  of  the  slaves,  as  M.  Pezzoli  states,  for  at  that  time  not  one  of 
them  could  speak  a  word  of  Greek,  notwithstanding  the  fertility  of  M. 
Pezzoli's  invention)  whether  they  were  kept  tied  in  the  hold  or  not ;  and  to 
this  they  answered  they  were  left  untied.  Whereon  he  made  the  triumphant 
observation  I  quoted  in  my  last  letter  on  this  subject,  dated  26th  January, 
1841 — **  There,  you  see,  they  were /r^tf  ;"  and  to  which  I  replied,  as  I  have 
quoted  in  said  letter:  but  M.  Pezzoli  most  carefully  keeps  concealed  that  on 
this  occasion  they  all  showed  Atm,  as  well  as  every  one  present,  the  marks 
left  on  their  arms  by  being  brought  on  board  tied  slaves,  a  fact  they  all  agreed 
in,  but  of  which  M.  Pezzoli  takes  no  notice. 

There  were  numerous  credible  witne3ses  present  in  my  office  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  the  man  who  interpreted  is,  I  believe,  still  here ;  but  had  I  conceived 
it  possible  that  a  man  holding  a  situation  of  such  consequence  could  have 
affixed  his  name  to  so  cool  and  deliberate  a  falsehood,  I  should  certainly  have 
guaranteed  myself  by  calling  upon  the  persons  present  to  affix  their  signatures 
to  a  proems  verbal  which  I  would  soon  have  extended. 

1  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Incaricato  di  Samtd. 
Cohnel  Sutherland, 
Sfc.        S[c. 


No.  65. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Athens,  April  ^,18Al. 
My  Lord,  (Received  May  11.) 

I  HAVE  at  length  the  satisfaction  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  a  copy 
of  a  Letter  from  M.  Paicos,  in  which  he  states  that  his  Hellenic  Majesty's  Cfo- 
vemment  has  published  a  law  against  Slave  Trade,  and  requests  the  co-operation 
of  the  agents  of  foreign  Governments  in  places  where  no  Greek  agent  resides. 
I  have  likewise  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  the  law. 

In  my  answer  to  M.  Paicos  I  express  in  general  terms  satisfaction  at  the 
measure,  and  assure  him  of  the  co-operation  of  British  agents ;  but  I  shall  for- 
bear to  give  any  opinion  on  the  law  itself  until  I  bear  from  your  Lordship. 

I  have  not  failed  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Macaulay,  the  United  States  Consul 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  65. 
M.  Patcos  to  Sir  JE.  Lyofu. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  Athenes,  ce2  (14)  Avril,  1841. 

Le  Gouvemement  du  Roi  vient  de  promulguer  une  loi  qui  confirme  la 
s&v^re  prohibition  aux  sujets  Grecs  de  tout  commerce  ou  transport  d'esclaves 
(tant  blancs  que  noirs),  et  present  d'une  mani^re  precise  les  peines  aux  quels 
s'exposeraient  les  contrevenans. 

Les  mesures  les  plus  rigoureuses  seront  prises  dans  cette  circonstance  par  les 
autorites  du  royaume  et  les  agens  du  Gouverneroent  a  I'ext^rieur;  mais  afin  que 
leur  action  puisse  se  faire  sentir,  meme  dans  les  endroits  ou  il  n'y  aurait  pas 
d'autorites  Grecques,  une  clause  de  cette  loi  autorise  les  Consuls  et  agens  con- 
sulaires  de  toute  puissance  ^trangere  k  mettre  imm^diatement  en  liberty  tout 
esclave  trouve  a  bord  d'un  batiment  Grec. 

En  vous  communiquant,  Monsieur  le  Chevalier^  cette  mesure,  je  viens  vous 
demander  de  vouloir  bien  la  porter  a  la  connaissance  de  votre  Gouvemement^ 
qui  s'empressera,  je  ne  le  doute  pas,  de  prater  ainsi  sa  co-operation  au  sacces 
d'une  mesure  dictee  par  Tbumanite  et  la  morale. 

Le  Gouvernement  de  sa  Majeste  desirerait  en  outre  que  dans  le  cas  ci-dessus 
de  Tabsence  d'un  agent  Grec,  les  instructions^  que  je  vous  prie  de  faire  donner 
a  ceux  de  votre  Gouvemement,  leur  prescrivissent  de  preter  aussi  aide  et  facility 
aux  roarins  qui  d^nonceraient  des  faits  s'y  rapportant,  et  de  referer  nu  Gouverne- 
ment du  Roi  tout  cas  dont  ils  pourraient  avoir  connaissance,  afin  de  le  remettre 
k  meme  de  sevir  contre  les  coupables. 

Agreez,  &c. 
(Sign6)  A.  PAICOS. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Ed.  Lyons^ 
S^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

Sir,  Athens,  2  (14)  AprU,  1841. 

The  Government  of  the  King  has  just  promulgated  a  law  which  con- 
firms the  strict  prohibition  to  Greek  subjects  from  all  trade  in  or  transport  of 
slaves  (either  white  or  black),  and  specifies  in  a  particular  manner  the  penalties 
to  which  its  infractors  would  expose  themselves. 

The  most  rigorous  measures  will  be  adopted  in  such  cases  by  the  authorities 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  agents  of  the  Government  abroad  ;  but  in  order  that 
their  efiTect  may  be  felt  even  in  places  where  there  are  no  Greek  atithorities,  a 
clause  in  this  law  authorises  Consuls  and  consular  agents  of  all  foreign  powers 
to  set  at  liberty  immediately  any  slave  found  on  board  a  Greek  vessel. 

In  acquainting  you.  Sir,  with  this  measure,  I  request  you  will  make  it  known 
to  your  Government,  which  I  doubt  not  will  hasten  to  lend  in  this  manner  its 
co-operation  fw  the  success  of  a  measure  dictated  by  humanity  and  morality. 

His  Majesty's  Government  are  desirous,  moreover,  in  the  case  above  mentioned 
of  the  absence  of  a  Greek  agent,  that  the  instructions  which  I  beg  you  will 
recommend  to  be  sent  to  those  of  your  Government  shall  direct  them  also  to 
render  assistance  to  sailors  who  may  denounce  facts  relative  to  the  subject  in 
question,  and  to  refer  to,  the  Government  of  the  King  all  cases  that  may  come 
to  their  knowledge,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  proceed  against  the  guilty  parties. 

Accept,  &c. 
(Signed)  A-  PAICOS. 

Sir  Edmund  Lyom, 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  65, 

Traduction  du  Grec. 
Loi  contre  le  Commerce  des  Es€laves. 
Othon,  &c.  &c.  Athenes,  le  1  (13)  Mars,  1841. 

Dans  Tintention  de  r%ler  d4finitivement  et  de  rendre,  par  une  penalite 
Class  D.  H  ^^  j 
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sp^ciale,  plus  efficace  la  prohibitiosi  du  commerce  des  esclaves  (/a  traite),  que 
i^prouve  la  philantropie,  sur  la  proposition  de  notre  Ministre  des  Affaires 
Etrangeres,  et  ayant  enteridu  Topinion  du  Conseil  d'Etat,  nous  avons  r^solu  et 
ordonnons — 

Art.  I.  Le  commerce  des  esclaves,  connu  sous  le  nom  de  la  traite,  con- 
tinuera  d*6tre  d^fendn  k  tous  nos  sujets. 

2.  Quiconque  transgressera  cette  defense  sera  puni,  si,  selon  le  Code 
P^dbT,  i!  est  consid6r6  comme  coupable,  de  dix  k  quinze  ans  de  tra¥aux 
forces,  et  s'il  n'est  que  complice,  de  la  peine  port6e  par  TArt  71  do  Code 
Pfenal ;  s*il  n*y  a  eu  qu'une  simple  tentative  d'effectufee,  seront  appliqufees  les 
dispositions  du  raeme  Code  relatives  aux  actes  de  tentative. 

3.  Quant  a  tout  Mtiment  Hellfeuique  sur  le  quel  serait  eflfectnfe  soit  un 
transport,  soit  une  tentative  de  transport  d'esclaves  destin^  au  commerce 
de  la  traite,  le  capitaine  et  tout  I'fequipage  seront  condamnes,  s'ils  ont 
sciemment  contribufe  a  ce  transport^  le  premier  aux  peities  portfes  par  le  pr^ 
cfedent  Article  2  contre  les  coupables  au  premier  chef,  peines  qui,  en  cas  de 
simple  tentative,  seront  modififees  aux  termes  de  la  loi  penale  relative  aox 
simples  actes  de  tentative,  et  il  sera  en  outre  feternellement  privfe  du  droit  de 
commander  un  batiment;  les  gens  composant  Tfequipage,  s'ils  ne  se  sont 
rendus  coupables  d'aucun  acte  de  nature  k  les  faire  consid^rer  comme  cou- 
pables au  premier  chef,  seront  condamnes  aux  peines  portfees  contre  Fes 
complices,  les  quelles,  en  cas  de  simple  tentative,  seront  aussi  modifi^es 
selon  les  termes  de  la  loi  penale  ayant  trait  aux  actes  de  tentative. 

4.  Seront  exempts  pourtant  des  peines  portfees  par  le  prfecfedent  Art.  3, 
les  gens  de  Tequipage,  le  capitaine  excepte,  qui,  avant  le  depart  du  navire, 
feraient  connailre  au  Consul  Hellfenicjue,  ou  en  Fabsence  de  celui-ci  au 
Consul  d'une'  des  Puissances  qui  rfeprouvent  le  commerce  de  la  Traite, 
toutes  les  circonstances  de  la  transgression  aux  defenses  ci-dessus  dont  ihs 
auraient  connaissance.  Si  les  gens  de  1  equipage  prouvent  qu'il  ne  leur  a 
pas  ete  possible  de  faire  leur  denonciation  dans  le  port  d'ou  le  navire  est 
parti,  ils  seront  exemptes  de  la  condamnation  en  denon^ant  la  transgression 
au  commandant  du  premier  b&timent  de  guerre  qui  visiterait  le  navire  fesant 
la  traite,  ou  k  Tautori^e  consulaire  dans  le  premier  port  ou  aborderait  le 
navire.  Dans  ce  dernier  cas,  la  denonciation  ne  pourra  etre  prise  en  con- 
sideration, si  elle  n'a  eu  lieu  qu'apres  le  debarquement  et  la  livraison  d^ 
esclaves,  tandis  qu'il  serait  prouve  qu'elle  aurait  pu  avoir  lieu  avant.  Les 
gens  de  Ffequipage,  en  fesant  cette  denonciation,  seront  d6gages  d'uxie  part 
de  toutes  leurs  obligations  covers  le  capitaine,  et  d'autre  part  conserveront 
le  droit  de  recevoir  de  ce  dernier  la  solde  convenue,  comme  si  le  voyage 
avait  et^  entierement  acfaev6  ;  en  outre  le  capitaine  sera  tenu  de  leur  fournir 
les  frais  de  leur  retour  en  Grece.  Nos  Consuls  sont  ea  devoir  de  leur 
fournir  a  cet  effet  aide  et  protection. 

5.  Le  proprietaire  du  navire,  si  le  transport  des  esclaves  a  eu  lieu  de  son 
coiisentement,  outre  les  peines  portees  par  le  pr^^dent  Article  2,  sera  de- 
clare incapable  de  commander  un  navire. 

6.  Quant  a  tout  navire  qui  aura  transports  des  esclaves  s'il  n'est  pas 
prouv6  que  le  transport  avait  pour  but  la  mise  en  liberie  des  esclaves,  le 
capitaiike  sera  puni  d'un  emprisonaement  de  trois  a  cinq  ans,  et  les  matelots 
d*uii  emprisonnement  de  six  mois  a  deux  ans. 

Le  pro[Mrietaire  du  navire,  si  le  transport  des  esclaves  a  eu  lien,  lui,  en 
ayuit  connaissance,  sera  puni  des  memes  peines  que  le  capitaine.  Les  gei^ 
de  Tequipage  qui,  aux  termes  et  dans  le  delai  designfes  au  precedent  Article  4, 
denonceront  le  transport  aux  autorites  comp6tentes,  seront  exempts  de  toute 
peine,  et  auront  droit  aux  avaritages  mentionn^s  au  meme  Article. 

7.  Les  crimes  et  delits  commis  contre  les  esclaves  sur  le  navire  seront 
punis  aux  termes  de  la  loi  p6nale. 

8.  Les  Consuls,  Vice-Consuls,  et  Agens  Consulaires  Helleniques,  pour 
Texfecution  de  la  pr^sente  loi,  sont  consideres  comme  juges  instructeurs,  et 
ont  le  droit  de  commencer  et  de  poursuivre  Tinstruction  sans  qu'il  soit 
besoin  de  Tordre  prealable  des  procureurs  du  Roi. 

9.  L'autorite  h  la  quelle  est  denonce  le  commerce  ou  le  transport  des 
esclaves,  ou  qui  en  aura  connaissance  par  tout  autre  moyen,  est  tenue  si 
c'est  une  autorite  Hell^nique,  et  est  en  droit  si  c'est  une  autorite  etrangere, 
de  mettre  sur  le  champ  les  esclaves  en  liberte. 
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r  10.  No8  Minirtres  de  la  Justtde  et  de  la  Metriiie  sobtdlarg^s  de  Id  publican 
tion  et  de  la  mise  a  execution  de  la  pr^sente  loi. 

(Sigo6s)  OTHON- 

KRI£ZtS. 

Paico6. 
Thbocharis. 

TlSSAMENOa. 

Ub&s. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  65. 

Translathn  from  ike  Greek. 
Lmo  against  the  Slave   Trade. 

Otho,  &c.  &c.  Athens,  1  (13)  March,  184L 

With  a  view  to  regulate  definitively,  and  to  render  more  efficacious  by 
special  penalties,  the  prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves  (la  traite),  which  phi*, 
lanthropy  forbids,  on  the  proposition  of  our  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
having  beard  the  opinion  of  the  Conseil  d'Etat,  we  have  resolved  and 
command — 

Art.  1.  The  traffic  in  slaves,  known  by  the  name  of  "  la  traite/'  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  prohibited  to  our  subjects. 

2.  Whoever  shall  transgress  this  prohibition,  if  found  guilty  according  to 
the  Penal  Code,  shall  be  punished  with  from  ten  to  fifteen  years'  hard  labour ; 
and  if  only  an  accomplice,  with  the  punishment  ordained  by  Article  71  of 
the  Penal  Code;  if  there  shall  have  been  only  a  simple  attempt,  the  provisions 
of  the  Code  relative  to  attempts  shall  be  applied. 

3.  With  regard  to  every  Greek  vessel  on  board  6(  which  the  transport,  or 
attempt  to  transport,  slaves  destined  for  the  Slave  Trade  shall  be  effected, 
the  captain  and  all  the  crew  shall  be  condemned,  if  they  have  knowingly 
contributed  thereto,  the  first  to  the  punishment  ordained  by  the  preceding 
Article  II.,  for  principals;  which  punishment,  in  cases  of  simple  ^attempt, 
shall  be  modified  according  to  the  terms  of  the  penal  law  relative  to 
simple  acts  of  attempt,  and  he  shall  moreover  be  for  ever  deprived  of  the 
right  to  command  a  vessel :  the  persons  composing  the  crew,  if  they  have  not 
been  guilty  of  any  act  of  a  nature  to  cause  them  to  be  considered  as  prin- 
cipals, shall  be  condemned  to  the  punishment  ordained  for  accomplices, 
which  in  cases  of  simple  attempt  shall  also  be  modified  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  penal  law  relative  to  acts  of  attempt. 

4.  Individuals  of  the  crew,  however,  except  the  captain;  who  before  the 
departure  of  the  vessel  shall  make  known  to  the  Greek  Consul,  or  in  his 
absence  to  the  Consul  of  one  of  the  Powers  which  forbid  the  Slave  Trade, 
all  the  circumstances  which  they  shall  know  relative  to  the  transgression  of  the 
above-mentioned  prohibition,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  punishments  ordained 
in  the  preceding  Article.  If  the  individuals  of  tlie  crew  prove  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  them  to  make  such  denunciation  in  the  port  whence  the  vessel 
sailed,  they  shall  be  exempt  from  condemnation  if  they  denounce  the  trans- 
gression to  the  commander  of  the  first  vessel  of  war  which  shall  visit  the 
slave-trading  vessel,  or  to  the  consular  authorities  in  the  first  port  at  which 
the  vessel  shall  touch.  In  this  latter  case  the  denunciation  shall  not  be  taken 
into  consideration  if  made  after  the  disembarkation  and  disposal  of  the  slaves, 
if  it  shall  be  proved  that  it  might  have  been  made  before.  The  individuals 
making  the  denunciation  shall  on  the  one  hand  be  freed  from  all  their  obliga- 
tions towards  the  captain,  and  on  the  other  shall  preserve  their  right  to  receive 
from  the  latter  the  pay  agreed  upon,  as  if  the  voyage  had  been  entirely  finished ; 
besides  which  the  captain  shall  be  bound  to  furnish  the  expense  of  their  return 
to  Greece.    Our  Consuls  are  to  give  them  aid  and  protection  to  this  effect. 

5.  The  owner  of  the  vessel,  if  the  transport  of  the  slaves  has  taken  place 
with  bis  consent,  shall  be  declared  incapable  of  commanding  a  vessel,  besides 
the  punishment  ordained  by  the  second  Article. 

6.  With  respect  to  every  vessel  which  shall  have  transported  slaves,  if  it  is  not 
proved  that  the  transport  had  for  its  oljject  the  liberation  of  the  slaves,  tbe 
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captain  shall  be  punished  with  imprisonment  from  three  to  five  years>  and  the 
sailors  with  imprisonment  from  six  months  to  two  years. 

The  owner  of  the  vessel,  if  the  transport  of  slaves  took  place  with  his  know- 
ledge, shall  undergo  the  same  punishment  as  the  captain.  The  individuals  of 
the  crew  who  shall  denounce  the  transport  to  the  proper  authorities  in  the  terms 
and  within  the  time  stated  in  the  preceding  Article,  shall  be  exempt  from  all 
punishment^  and  shall  have  a  right  to  the  advantages  mentioned  in  that  Article. 

7.  The  crimes  and  offences  committed  against  the  slaves  on  board  ship  shall 
be  punished  according  to  the  terms  of  the  penal  law. 

8.  The  Consuls,  \^ce-Consuls,  and  Consular  Agents  of  Greece  are  considered, 
in  respect  to  the  execution  of  the  present  law,  as  juges  instructeurs,  and  shall 
have  the  right  of  commencing  and  pursuing  the  investigation  without  requiring 
the  previous  order  from  the  Attorney-General. 

9.  The  authority  to  whom  the  trade  in  or  transport  of  slaves  shall  be  de- 
nounced, or  who  shall  have  cognizance  thereof  by  any  other  means^  shall  be 
bound  if  he  be  a  Greek  authority,  and  shall  have  the  right  if  he  be  a  foreign 
authority,  to  set  the  slaves  immediately  at  liberty. 

10.  Our  Ministers  of  Justice  and  Marine  are  charged  with  the  publication  and 
execution  of  the  present  law. 

(Signed)  OTHO. 

Kriezis. 

Paicos. 

Theocharis. 

TiSSAMENOS. 

Hess. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  66. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  M.  Paicos. 
Monsieur  le  Secretaire  d'Etat,  Athens^  April  22,  1841. 

I  have  already  had  the  satisfaction  of  forwarding  to  Viscount  Palmer- 
ston  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  in  which  you  do  me  the  honour  of 
informing  me  that  His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Government  has  published  a  Jaw 
against  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity 
which  may  oflFer,  for  engaging,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  agents  of  the  British  Government  in  those  places  where  no  Greek 


agent  resides. 


Monsieur  Paicos^ 

Sfc.        8fc. 


T  have  &c. 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 


No.  66. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Athens,  May  10,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  June  8.) 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  Letter,  in  which,  in  obedience 
to  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  19th  of  March,  1  transmitted  to  M. 
Paicos  copies  of  the  documents  relating  to  the  discovery  of  slaves  on  board  the 
Greek  brig  "  Miltiades"'  at  Cephalonia,  and  expressed  to  him  the  confident 
hope  of  Her  Majesty^s  Government,  that  the  Greek  Government  would,  for  its 
own  honour,  punish  the  guilty  parties,  and  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
for  preserving  the  Greek  flag  from  the  disgrace  of  being  made  subservient  to 
Slave  Trade. 

I  further  stated  to  M.  Paicos,  in  the  same  letter,  that  as  His  Hellenic 
Majesty's  Government  had  since  published  a  law  prohibiting  Slave  Trade,  I 
should  have  considered  myself  justified  in  abstaining  from  making  this  com- 
munication, had  not  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  conduct  of  M.  Pizzoli, 
the  Greek  Vice-Consul  at  Corfu,  rendered  it  important  that  His  Hellenic 
Majesty's  Government  should  be  in  possession  of  the  documents  referred  to. 
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M.  Paicos  has  not  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  but  in  replv  to  my 
letter  of  the  13th  of  April,  stating  that  the  withdrawal  of  M.  Pizzoli's  exe- 

auatur  was  contemplated  at  Corfu,  he  informs  me,  in  a  letter  of  which  I  have 
be  honour  to  enclose  a  copy,  that  M.  Pizzoli  has  obtained  leave  of  absence  to 
come  to  Greece,  and  that  the  Government  will  inquire  into  the  affair. 

I  have  Slo 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.y 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  66. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  M.  Paicos. 

Monsieur  le  Secretaire  d'Etat,  ^  Athensy  April  2S,  1841. 

Her  Majesty's  Lord  High  Commissioner  in  the  Ionian  Islands  having 
transmitted  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  copies  of  the  documents  relating  to 
the  discovery  of  slaves  on  board  the  Greek  brig  '^  MiltiadeSf''  at  Cephalonia,  I 
was  instructed  by  Viscount  Palmerston,  Her  Majesty^s  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  a  Despatch  dated  the  l9th  of  March,  to  com- 
municate these  papers  to  the  Greek  Government,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
express  the  confident  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  His  Hellenic 
Majesty's  Government  would,  for  its  own  honour,  punish  the  guilty  parties, 
andf  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  preserving  the  Greek  flag  from  the 
disgrace  of  being  made  subservient  to  Slave  Trade. 

As,  however,  His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Government  has  published  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  Slave  Trade,  I  should  have  considered  myself  justified  in  abstain- 
ing from  making  this  communication,  had  not  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the 
Greek  Vice-Consul  at  Corfu  rendered  it  important  that  His  Hellenic  Majesty's 
Government  should  be  in  possession  of  the  papers  referred  to. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  them  to  you.  Monsieur  le  Secretaire 
d'Etat,  and  to  request  you  to  retain  them  as  long  as  they  can  be  of  any  use, 
and  afterwards  to  return  them  to  me. 

I  have  occ 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

Monsieur  Paicos, 
8fc.        8fc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  66. 
Mm  Paicos  to  Sir  JE.  Lyons. 


Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  Athhies,  le  18  (30)  Avril,  1841. 

J'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  votre  Lettre  d'office  en  date  du  13  de  ce 
mois,  ainsi  que  les  pieces  y  annex6es.  Le  Gouvernement  du  Roi  se  fera  un 
devoir  d'examiner  la  conduite  de  M.  Pizzoli  par  rapport  h  laffaire  du  brick 
"  le  Miltiadey'  et  comme  il  va  se  rendre  bientdt  en  Grdce  en  vertu  d'un  cong6 
qu*il  d  obtenu  a  cet  effet  depuis  quelque  tems,  les  autorites  lonienries  ne  seront 
pas  en  attendant  en  relation  avcc  M.  Pizzoli  pendant  I'absence  de  ce  fonction- 
naire  de  son  i)oste. 

Agr^ez,  &c. 
(Signfe)  A.  PAICOS. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Edmund  Lyons ^ 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 
Sir,  Athens,   i8th  (30th)  Aptly  1841. 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


=54  GREECE?. 

make  a  point  of  itivestigating  the  conduct  of  M.  Pezzolt  relative  to  the  affair 
T)f  the  brig  ^'  MilHades^  and  as  he  will  soon  be  in  Greece  upon  leave,  that  he 
obtained  nrrthe  purpose  some  time  since^  the  Ionian  authorities  will  not,  *m  the 
tnean  time,  communicate  with  M.  Pezzoli  during  the  absence  of  that  functtonaiy 
from  his  post.  ' ' 

Accept,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  PAICOS. 

Sir  Edmund  LyonSf 
8fc.         Sfc. 

No.  67. 

Viscount  Palmtrston  to  Sir  E.  Lyon^. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  June  10,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of*the  22nd  of  April,  1841,  transmitting 
a  Copy  and  Translation  of  a  law  recently  published  in  Greece  against  Slave 
Trade;  and  a  copy  of  a  Note  from  the  Greek  Minister,  expressing  the  hope  of 
the  Greek  Government  that  British  Agents  will  be  instructed  to  render  their 
assistance  for  furthering  the  execution  of  that  law.  And  I  have  to  desire  that^ 
in  reply,  you  will  e^^press  to  the  Government  of  the  King  of  Greece  the  hope 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  this  law  will  be  faithfully  executed;  and 
that  you  will  instruct  all  British  Consular  Agents  in  Greece  to  give  their  best 
assistance  towards  carrying  it  into  effect. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signea)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  Edmund  Lyons, 

Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  68. 

M.  Tricoupi  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

16,  Park  Square  East,  ce  7  (19)  Juin,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  June  21.) 

D'apres  les  instructions  qui  m'ont  ete  adressees  d'A thrives,  je  nae  feis 
un  devoir  de  transmettre  ci-jointa  votre  Excellence  copied'uneloipromuigu^e 
dans  le  mois  de  Mars  dernier  en  Grece,  qui  contirme  la  prohibition  de  la  traite 
des  noirs,  et  inflige  des  peines  k  ceux  des  marins  Grecs  qui  se  livreraient  a  ce 
Irafic  infamant. 

Le  concours  des  autorit^s  etrangeres  etant  reclame  par  les  articles  4  et  9 
de  cette  loi,  en  cas  d'absence  de  Consuls  Helleniques,  je  prie  votre  Excellence 
de  vouloir  bien  laire  prendre  par  qui  de  droit  les  mesures  uecessaires,  afin  qua 
les  Yues  philantropiques  du  Gouvernement  du  Roi  puissent  fitre  convenable- 
ment  second^es. 

Je  saisis,  &c. 

(Signe)  S.TRICOUPL 

A  son  Excellence  Lord  Palmerston, 

8fc.         Sfc.         8fc. 


(Translation.) 

My  Lord, 

According  to  instructions  which  have  been  addressed  to  me  from 
Athens,  I  transmit  herewith  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  law  promulgated 
in  Greece  in  the  month  of  March  last,  which  confirms  the  prohibition  of  the 
Slave  Tmde,  and  inflicts  punishment  on  those  Greek  mariners  who  shall  engage 
in  this  degrading  traffic. 

•The  assistance  of  foreign  authorities  being  asked  by  the  4th  and  9th  articles 
ef  this  law,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Greek  Consuls,  1  beg  your  Excellency 
lo  'Cause  the  proper  persons  to  take  the  necessary  measures,  in  order  tfaot 
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the  philanthropic  measures,  of  HiB  Majesty's  Government  may  be  properly 
secoDcled. 

1  take,  &c., 
(Signed)  S.TRICOUPl. 

The  Right  Hon.  VtMemint  PakMrston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  #^.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  ia  No.  68. 

Law  of  the  1  (13)  March,  1841. 

(See  page  49.) 


No.  69. 
Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Athens,  June  8,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  Jufy  5.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  addressed  to  M.  Paicos,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  con- 
tained in  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  April  20,  1841,  expressing  the  hope  of 
Her  Majesty*s  Government  that  the  Greek  Government  v^rould  tolfow  up  the 
edicts  it  proposed  to  issue  against  Slave  Trade  by  vigorous  execution,  and 
mBke  an  example  of  the  parties  guilty  of  such  disgraceful  practices. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  note,  in 
which,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
of  the  11th  ultimo,  I  have  sent  to  M.  Paicos  a  copy  of  the  Circular 
addressed  by  your  Lordship  to  British  functionaries  in  slave-holding  coun- 
tries, on  the  impropriety  of  their  being  concerned  in  holding  or  dealing  in 
slaves,  and  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  similar  instructions  being  given  to 
Greek  functionaries  in  those  countries. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

^he  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 

Sfc.  ^e.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  69. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  M.  Paicos. 

Athens^  June  7,  1841. 

Monsieur  le  Secretaire  d'Etat, 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the 
answer  which  you  did  me  the  honour,  on  the  2 1st  of  January  last,  to  return  to 
the  representations  which  I  had  addressed  to  you,  by  order  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  respecting  the  Slave  Trade  carried  on  under  the  Greek  flag ; 
and  in  reply  to  the  intimation  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  answer  that 
His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Government  had  prepared  a  project  of  law,  prohibiting 
the  Slave  Trade  of  Greece,  1  am  instructed  by  Viscount  Palmerston  to 
state  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  regret  that  they  cannot  consider  the 
mere  issuing  of  edicts  as  by  any  means  sufficient  to  rescue  the  Greek  taame 
from  the  reproach  attaching  to  the  prevalence  of  Slave  Trade  under  the  flag 
of  Greece,  but  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  trust  that  the  edicts  so  issued 
will  be  followed  up  by  vigorous  execution,  and  that  an  example  will  be  made 
of  the  parties  who  are  guilty  of  these  disgraceful  practices. 

I  have,  &c.,  • 

(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

Monsieur  PatcoSy 
Sfc.      8fc. 
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Second  Enclosare  in  No.  69. 
Sir  E.  Lyons  to  M.  Paicos. 
Monsieur  le  Secretaire  d'Etat,  Athens^  June  8,  1841. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  has  been  informed  that  persons  appointed 
by  European  Governments  to  reside  as  Ministers,  or  Consuls,  or  agents  in 
slave-holding  countries,  are  sometimes  in  the  habit  of  hiring  and  maintaining 
slaves,  and  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in  which  slave  property  is  concerned. 

As  by  such  practices  the  functionaries  in  question  give  an  indirect  sanction 
to  slavery,  and  appear  to  countenance  measures  which  tend  to  create  a  demand 
for  slaves.  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  addressed  to  all  British  function- 
aries in  slave-holding  countries  the  circular  letter,  of  which,  with  its  enclosure, 
I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  copies  herewith  ;  and  as  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  think  it  very  important  that  the  opinion  of  the  Greek  Go- 
vernment should  be  expressed  upon  this  subject  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford 
additional  discouragement  to  the  Slave  Trade,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
think  that  much  good  would  be  effected  in  this  respect  if  the  Greek  Govern- 
ment would  address  to  its  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  instructions 
similar  to  those  contained  in  the  enclosed  circular ;  and  I  have,  therefore,  the 
honour,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  Viscount  Palmerston,  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  address  this  note  to  the 
Greek  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  them  to  do  so. 

I  havfi  &c 
Monsieur  Paicos,  (Signed)  '  EDMUND  LYONS. 

Sfc.         Sfc. 

No.  70. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  M.  Tricoupi. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  7,  184L 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo^  enclosing  a  translation 
of  a  law  promulgated  by  the  Greek  Government  against  the  Slave  Trade , 
and  requesting  that  British  agents  may  be  instructed  to  assist  in  carrying  it 
into  effect ;  and  I  have,  in  reply,  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Consuls 
in  the  Mediterranean  Seas  and  throughout  the  Levant  will  be  instructed  to 
give  their  best  assistance  for  this  purpose. 

I  am,  &c. 
Monsieur  Tricoupi,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        Sfc. 

No.  7L 
Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Athens,  June  12,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  August  9.) 

With  reference  to  my  Despatches  of  this  year,  dated  the  22nd  of 
March  and  the  10th  of  May,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  M.  Paicos  to  me,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  a  letter  enclosed 
in  it,  in  which  M.  Pezzoli,  the  Greek  Vice-Consul  at  Corfu,  explains  the 
assertions  relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  negroes  on  board  the  Greek  brig 
"  Miltiades,''  which  had  given  offence  to  the  Ionian  authorities. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter,  in  which  I  informed 
M.  Pa'icos,  that,  as  M.  Pezzoli  had  also  addressed  a  communication  to  the 
Lord  High  Commissioner's  secretary,  declaring  that  he  had  no  intention  to 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  71. 

M.  Pacos  to  Sir  E.  Lyons. 

Monsieur  lb  Chevalier,  Athenes,  ce  10  (22)  Mai,  1841. 

J'ai  eu  Thonneur  de  vous  annoncer  par  ma  lettre  en  date  du  18  (30) 
Avril  que  le  Vice-Consul  du  Roi  k  Corfu,  M.  Pezzoli,  devait  bientot  se  rendre 
a  Athenes  en  vertu  d'un  conge  qui  lui  avait  ete  accorde,  et  que  le  Ministere 
aurait  ainsi  Toccasion  de  I'appeler  a  donner,  autant  verbalement  que  par 
ecrit,  tons  les  eclaircissemens  necessaires  sur  la  circonstance  qui  a  pii  donner 
lieu  a  quelquemecontentement  contre  lui  de  la  part  des  autorites  loniennes. 

A  son  arrive  a  Athenes,  M.  Pezzoli  a  appris  avec  surprise  que  sa  conduite 
dans  TaflFaire  du  *'  Miltiade  "  avait  pii  etre  mal  interprfetee,  et  s'est  erapresse  de 
declarer  qu'il  n*a  jamais  eik  dans  son  intention  de  mettre  en  doute  I'exactitude 
et  la  veracite  des  rapports  du  resident  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique  a  Cepha- 
lonie. 

J'ai  rhonneur  de  vous  comniuniquer  ci-joint  copie  de  la  lettre  que  M. 
Pezzoli  vient  de  m'adresser  a  ce  sujet,  et  je  suis  persuade  que  les  explications 
qu*elle  contient  sont  de  nature  a  eclaircir  tout  mal-entendu  et  a  faire  disparaitre 
en  effet  tout  sujet  de  mfecontentement  de  la  part  des  autoritfes  loniennes  envers 
ce  fonctionnaire. 

Agreez,  &c. 

(Signfe)  A.  PAICOS. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Edmund  Lyons, 
8fc.  Sfc  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

Sir,  Athens,  Mat/ 10  (22),   1841. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  in  my  Letter  of  the  18th  (30th) 
of  April,  that  His  Majesty's  Vice-Consul  at  Corfu,  M.  Pezzoli,  was  expected 
soon  at  Athens,  upon  leave  which  had  been  granted  him,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  then  take  occasion  to  call  upon  him  to  give,  both  verbally  and  in 
writing,  every  necessary  explanation  as  to  the  circumstance  that  can  have 
occasioned  dissatisfaction  towards  him  on  the  part  of  the  Ionian  authorities. 

On  his  arrival  at  Athens,  M.  Pezzoli  learnt,  with  surprise,  that  his  conduct 
in  the  affair  of  the  ^*  Miltiades  "  had  been  misconstrued,  and  hastened  to  de- 
clare that  it  had  never  been  his  intention  to  cast  a  doubt  upon  the  correctness 
or  truth  of  the  reports  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Resident  at  Cephalonia. 

I  have  the  honour  to  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  M.  Pezzoli 
has  just  addressed  to  me  on  the  subject,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  expla- 
nations it  contains  are  such  as  to  clear  up  all  misunderstanding,  and  to  dispel, 
in  fact,  all  subject  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  Ionian  authorities 
towards  this  functionary. 

Accept,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  PAICOS. 

Sir  Edmund  Lyons, 
Sfc.        Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  71. 


M.  Pezzoli  to  M.  Paicos. 
MoNSEiGNEUR,  Atheues,  ce  3  (15)  Mai,  1841. 

En  r^ponse  k  la  D^peche  minis tferielle  en  date  de  ce  jour,  par  laquelle 
je  suis  invite  a  m'expliquer  clairement  sur  les  expressions  de  ma  lettre  du 
18  (30)  Janvier  pass^,  k  Tfegard  des  negres  trouvfes  a  bord  du  brick  Grec 
*' Miltiadey*'  et  pour  lesquelles  le  Gouvemement  lonien  a  manifest^  son  mfecon- 
tentement,  je  declare  positivement  que  dans  tout  le  contenu  de  la  lettre  sus- 
mentionn^e,  il  n*y  a  eu  de  ma  part  la  moindre  intention  ni  de  mettre  en  doute 
I'exactitude  et  la  vferacitfe  des  rapports  de  Thonorable  Resident  de  Cephalonie,  ' 
et  des  autres  autoritfes  de  cette  ile,  dans  la  circonstance  dont  elle  conceme,  ni 
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celle  de  cletourner  d'aucune  mani^re  la  v^ritfe.  lyailleurs  les  examens  faits  aux 
passagers  qui  se  trouvaient  a  bord  du  brick,  confirm^s  par  moi,  expliquent  les 
faits,  assez  clairement  pour  rendre  impossible  mgme  le  voulant  de  les  couvrir 
en  leur  donnant  un  di£fereiit  aspect.  Par  les  expressions  qui  se  trouvent  dau 
ma  dite  Icttre,  "  Hberi,  scioUh  e  ben  trattatiy^  j'ai  entendu  expliquer  que  les 
negres,  du  moment  ou  ils  se  trouverent  k  bord  cm  brick  ^^  Miltiade''  ne  furent 
point  tenus  en  chaine  et  battus  durant  la  travers^e,  ainsi  qu'il  avait  et6  d'abord 
declare  le  contraire  par  deux  passagers  Fran^ais  embarques  a  Tunis,  qui  avaient 
eu  querelle  avec  le  proprifetaire  du  navire  pendant  le  voyage,  et  que  les  deposi- 
tions des  autres  passagers,  au  nombre  de  25  ou  30,  ont  ensuite  desavoues :  Fex- 
pression  '^  hen  trattatV  est  relative  h,  leur  condition.  Je  nai  non  plus  eu 
Tintention  de  couvrir  la  conduite  condamnable  du  capitaine.  La  faute  grave 
de  s'etre  prete  au  transport  d'esclaves  6tait  assez  6viaemment  prouvfee  par  les 
dites  declarations,  et  la  plainte  que  j'ai  portee  contre  lui  au  royal  Minis tfere 
justifie  ma  conduite  a  Tegard  des  infractions  qu  il  avait  commises  aux  lois 
maritimes. 

Je  declare  en  outre  positivement  que  dans  toutes  mes  demarches  je  n  ai 

!)oint  eu  la  moindre  jd6e  d  offenser  la  delicatesse  des  autorites  loniennes,  pour 
esquelles  je  professe  toute  Pestime  et  le  respect  bien  mferitfes,  et  il  m'est  bien 
penible  d'apprendre  que  Ton  ait  pu  donner  lieu  k  des  doutes  sur  mes  sentimens 
Il  leur  fegard ;  et  meme  pour  en  mieux  donner  toute  I'assurance  je  me  propose 
de  faire  parvenir  de  ma  part  aussi  directement  a  son  Excellence  le  Lord  Haut 
Commissaire,  mes  explications  en  adressant  a  THonorable  M.  Fraser,  secre- 
taire de  son  Excellence,  la  lettre  dont  j*ai  Thonneur  de  soumettre  ci-jointe 
copie  k  votre  Excellence. 

Dans  I'espoir  que  les  explications  que  je  viens  de  soumettre  d  votre  Excellence 
seront  suffisantes  pour  eclaircir  tout  mal-entendu,  et  pour  faire  disparaitre  tout 
sujet  de  mecontentement  de  la  part  des  autoritfes  loniennes,  ce  que  je  dfesire 
bien  since rement, 

Je  suis,  &c. 

(Sign6)        V.  PEZZOLI,  Fice-Consul. 

Son  Excellence  Monsieur  A.  Paicos, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

My  Lord,  Athemi,  May  3  (15),  1841, 

In  reply  to  a  ministerial  Despatch  dated  yesterday,  by  which  I  am  called 
upon  to  explain  clearly  the  expressions  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  18th 
(30th)  of  January,  on  the  subject  of  the  negroes  found  on  board  the  Greek  brig 
** Miltiadesj^  and  respecting  which  the  Ionian  Government  has  stated  its  dis- 
satisfaction, I  positively  declare  that,  in  the  whole  contents  of  the  above-men- 
tioned letter,  I  had  not  the  least  intention  either  to  throw  a  doubt  upon  the 
exactness  or  veracity  of  the  reports  of  the  honourable  Resident  of  Cephalonia, 
and  the  other  authorities  of  that  island,  as  to  the  circumstance  to  which  it 
relates,  or  to  disguise  the  truth  in  any  manner  whatever.  Moreover,  the  ex- 
aminations of  the  passengers  who  were  on  board  the  brig,  and  which  were  con- 
firmed by  me,  explain  the  facts  with  sufficient  clearness  to  prevent  even  a  desire 
to  conceal  them  by  giving  them  a  different  aspect.  By  the  expressions  in  my 
before-mentioned  letter,  viz.,  '' liberi,  sciolti,  e  ben  trattatij'  I  meant  to  say 
that  the  negroes,  from  the  moment  they  were  on  board  the  brig  **  MiltiadeSf' 
were  not  kept  in  chains  and  flogged  on  the  passage,  as  the  contrary  had  been 
declared  by  two  French  passengers  who  embarked  at  Tunis,  and  had  quarrelled 
with  the  owner  of  the  vessel  on  the  voyage,  which  depositions  the  other  pas- 
sengers, to  the  number  of  25  or  30,  afterwards  disavowed :  the  expression  "  ben 
trattati "  is  relative  to  their  condition.  Neither  was  it  my  intention  to  conceal 
the  culpable  conduct  of  the  captain.  The  serious  charge  of  assisting  in  the 
transport  of  slaves  was  sufficiently  proved  by  the  said  declarations;  and  the 
complaint  I  made  against  him  to  the  Government  will  justify  my  conduct  as  to 
the  infractions  he  had  committed  of  the  maritime  laws. 

I  moreover  positively  declare,  that  in  all  my  dealings  I  have  never  had  the 
least  idea  of  offending  the  delicacy  of  the  Ionian  authorities,  for  whom  I  pro- 
fess all  the  esteem  and  respect  they  well  deserve,  and  it  is  very  painful  to  me  to 
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learn  that  any  doubts  should  liave  arisen  as  to  my  sentiments  on  this  point ; 
and  in  order  to  make  the  matter  still  more  certain,  I  propose  moreover  to  send 
direct  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  my  explanations  in  a 
letter  to  the  Honourable  Mr.  Fraser,  his  Excellency's  secretary,  of  whicli  I  have 
the  honour  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  to  your  Excellency. 

In  the  hope  that  the  explanations  1  now  submit  to  your  Excellency  will  suf- 
fice to  explain  away  all  misunderstandings,  and  to  dispel  all  cause  of  dissatis- 
faction on  the  part  of  the  Ionian  authorities,  which  I  most  sincerely  desire, 

T  navp    5cc 

(Signed)  V.  PEZZOLI,  Vice-Conmil 

His  EiKceUenty  Monsieur  A.  Paicos, 
Sf€.  £f€.  <|e. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  71. 

Sir  E.  Lyofis  to  M.  Paicos.  ^ 

Monsieur  le  Secbetaiee  d'Etat,  Athens,  June  11, 1841. 

I JLOST  no  time  in  forwarding  to  Her  Majesty's  Lord  High  Commissioner 
in  the  Ionian  Islands,  copies  of  the  Letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
address  to  me  on  the  22nd  ultimo,  and  of  the  Letter  enclosed  in  it,  in  which 
Mr.  Pizzoli  explains  the  assertion  relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  negroes  on 
board  the  Greek  brig  '' MUtiadeSy'  which  had.  given  offence  to  the  Ionian 
authorities. 

The  Lord  High  Commissioner  states  to  me  in  reply,  that  as  Mr.  Pizzoli  has 
likewise  addressed  a  communication  to  his  Excellency's  secretary,  declaring 
that  he  had  no  intention  to  offend  the  authorities  in  Cephalonia,  or  to  impugn 
the  correctness  of  their  statements,  the  Ionian  Government  has  no  desire  to 
pursue  the  matter  further. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS     . 

Monsieur  Paicos^ 

No.  72. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. 

Athens f  June  19,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  August  9.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  answer  of 
M.  PajLCOs  to  the  Note  dated  on  the  8th  instant,  in  which,  in  obedience  to  the 
instruction  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  11th  ultimo,  I 
invited  the  Greek  Government  to  issue  instructions  to  Greek  functionaries  in 
slave-holding  countries  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  Circular  addressed  by 
your  Lordship  to  British  functionaries  in  those  countries. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

TTie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pcdmerston,  G.C.B.^ 
Sfe.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  72. 

M.  Paicos  to  Sir  E.  Lyons. 

Monsieur  I.B  Chevauer,  Athenes,  ce  6  (18)  Jwin,  1841. 

J*Ai  eu  rhonneur  de  recevoir  la  Lettre  d'office  que  vous  m'avez  ecrite 
jcn  date  du  8  Juin,  N.  S.,  pour  me  communiquer  copie  de  la  Circulaire  que  le 
Gouvemement  de  Sa  Majestfe  Britannique  a  <5ru  convenable  d'adresser  a  quel- 
ques  uns  de  ses  employes  rfelativement  a  la  question  de  Tesclavage,  et  pour 
engager  cclui  du  Roi  a  agir  de  la  sorte. 

En  vous  remerciant  de  cette  communication,  je  suis  bien  aise  de  pouvoir  en 
meme  tems  vous  assurer.  Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  que  non  seulement  le  Gouverne- 
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ment  Royal  a  deja  femis,  conceraant  la  prohibition  de  Tesclavage,  une  loi,  por- 
tant  une  forte  sanction  penale>  mais  il  a  d6ja  appel6,  par  une  Circulaire,  toute 
Tattention  de  ses  fonctionnaires  a  Tetranger. 

Agr6ez,  &c. 
(Signe)  A.  PAICOS. 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Edmund  Lyons, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 
Sir,  Athens,  6  (18)  June,  1841. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  Official  Letter  which  you  addressed 
to  me  on  the  8th  of  June,  N.  S.,  in  order  to  communicate  to  me  a  copy  of  the 
Circular,  which  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  has  thought  proper  to 
address  to  some  of  its  employes,  relative  to  the  question  of  slavery,  and  to 
induce  that  of  my  Sovereign  to  do  the  like. 

In  thanking  you  for  that  communication  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  at  the 
same  time  to  assure  you,  that  not  only  has  the  Royal  Government  passed  a  law 
concerning  the  prohibition  of  slavery,  which  is  subject  to  a  heavy  penalty,  but 
has  already,  by  means  of  a  Circular,  called  all  the  attention  of  its  functionaries 
abroad  to  the  subject. 

Accept,  &c. 
Sir  Edmund  Lyons,  (Signed)  A.  PAICOS. 

No.  73. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

My  Lord,  Athens^  August  13,  1841. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  10th  of 
June  on  the  8th  instant,  and  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  it,  I 
have  addressed  a  Note  to  the  Greek  Government  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed) 
expressing  the  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  law  lately  pub- 
lished in  Greece  against  Slave  Trade  will  be  faithfully  executed,  and  I  have 
desired  all  British  Consular  Agents  in  this  country  to  give  their  best  assistance 
towards  carrying  it  into  effect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  No.  26  of  the 
Government  newspaper,  which  contains  a  Circular  on  this  subject,  issued  by 
the  Departments  of  Justice  and  of  the  Marine. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  8fc.  SfC. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  73. 

.  Sir  E.  Lyons  to  M.  Mavrocordato. 

Athens,  August  13,  1841. 


Monsieur  le  Pesident, 

Her  Majesty's  Gk)vernment  having  had  under  their  consideration  the 
law  lately  published  in  Ghreece  against  Slave  Trade,  as  well  as  M.  Paicos'  Letter 
to  me  of  the  24th  of  April,  expressing  the  hope  of  His  Hellenic  Majesty's 
Government  that  British  agents  would  be  instructed  to  render  their  assistance 
for  furthering  the  execution  of  it,  I  am  desired  to  express  to  the  Government 
of  the  King  of  Greece  the  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  law  will 
be  faithfully  executed,  and  also  to  instruct  all  British  Consular  Agents  in 
Greece  to  give  their  best  assistance  towards  carrying  it  into  effect. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  A.  Mavrocordato, 
Sfc.  fyc.  Sfc. 
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Second  Enclosure  in  No.  73. 

Instructions  aux  Marins,  explicatoires  de  la  hi  sur  la  Traite  ou  Commerce 

des  Esclaves. 

Alinist  res  de  la  Justice  et  de  la  Marine, 
Athines,  le  18  (30)  JuUlet,  1841. 
QuoiQUE,  par  la  declaration  qui  proclame  Kbre  tout  homme  qui  foule  le 
sol  Hell^nique^  Tesclavage  se  trouve  aboli  dans  le  royaume^  et  quoique  le  com- 
merce des  esclaves  y  ait  ete  interdit,  il  a  exists  jusque  dans  ces  derniers  terns 
les  hommes  qui,  en  vue  d'un  gain  sordide^  et  au  mepris  des  sentimens  les  plus 
honorables,  se  sont  livres  au  trafic  de  la  trait:  le  Gouvernement,  voulant 
aneantir  d^finitivement  ce  honteux  commerce,  a  rendu  la  loi  du  1"  (13)  Mars, 
1841,  qui  condamne  non  seuleraent  quiconque  prendra  part  a  la  traite,  mais 
encore  quiconque  aidera  par  son  concours  au  transport  des  esclaves  d'un  pays 
a  un  autre,  k  des  neines  proportionnees  k  sa  culpabilite ;  voulant  ainsi  coAtrain- 
dre,  par  une  penalite  expresse,  tons  ceux  qu'une  simple  interdiction  n'y  a  pas 
decide  a  abandonner  cet  inhumain  trafic.  Li'intention  de  cette  loi,  qui  a  et6  pub- 
liee  par  le  N"*  7  dujournal  oflSciel  de  cette  annee,  est : 

1^  D'61oigner  tout  sujet  Hellenique  de  prendre  une  part  quelconque  a  la 
Traite  ou  commerce  des  esclaves. 

2''.  Attendu  que  la  traite  s'op^re  habituellement  au  moyen  du  transport  par 
mer  des  esclaves  d'un  pays  a  un  autre  ou  Tesclavage  est  toWr^,  d'empecher  tout 
navire  Grec  de  s'employer  a  ce  transport. 

3**.  Attendu  qu'en  outre  le  simple  transport  d'esclaves  non  destines  a  fetre 
revendus,  mais  seulement  a  appartenir  a  un  autre  maitre,  concourt  aussi  k  la 
perpetuation  de  I'esclavage,  cette  loi  a  voulu  aussi  interdire  ce  transport  aux 
navires  Grecs. 

La  loi  punit  non  seulement  I'acte  accompli  de  la  traite  c*est  a  dire  Tacbat, 
la  vente,  ou  le  transport  des  esclaves,  mais  encore  le  fait  seul  de  leur  reception 
a  bord  des  navires.  Ainsi  tout  capitaine,  qui  sans  y  6tre  contraint  par  des 
circonstances  independantes  de  la  volont^,  consentira  a  recevoir  a  son  bord, 
pour  les  transporter  ailleurs,des  hommes  destines  a  Tesclavage,  sera  puni  comme 
le  marchand  mSme,  sauf  que  les  peines  seront  plus  Ifeg^res  a  son  egard. 

La  loi  punit  tout  sujet  Hellenique  selon  le  degr6  de  complicity  dont  il  sera  re- 
connu  coupable,  dans  Tun  des  cas  sus-mentionn^s.  Mais  elle  concerne  surtout 
les  navires  et  les  marins,  attendu  qu'ils  sont  les  organes  ordinaires  de  la  traite 
et  du  transport  des  esclaves.  Le  capitaine,  le  proprietaire,  et  jusqu'au  dernier 
homme  de  Tequipage  d'un  navire,  en  tant  qu'ayant  volontairement  contribufe  a 
la  traite,  sont  punis  par  les  travaux  forces,  I'emprisonnement,  et  Famende. 
Quant  aux  capitaines  et  proprifetaires  de  navires,  ils  sont  en  outre  privfes  k  per- 
pfetuitfe  du  droit  de  commander  un  navire.  Toutefois  la  legislature,  severe  a 
regard  de  ceux  qui  ont  persiste  dans  la  contravention  a  la  loi,  se  montre  indul- 
gent k  regard  de  ceux  qui,  momentanement  entratnes,  se  sont  repentis  \  tems, 
et  ont  par  suite  de  leur  repentir  empeche  Taccomplissement  de  Facte  de  la  traite. 
Le  capitaine  seul,  en  tant  que  plus  capable  que  les  autres  d'appr6cier  la  gravity 
de  Facte  qu'il  accomplit,  n  a  pas  droit  a  cette  indulgence.  Aussi  doit  il  non 
seulement  refuser  de  prendre  aucune  part  k  la  traite,  mais  encore  en  Eloigner 
tons  ceux  qui  servent  sous  ses  ordres.  Tons  les  autres  individus  fesant  partie 
eF  equipage  sont  admissibles  a  reclamer  Findulgence  de  la  loi  pour  s'^tre  re- 
pentis a  tems,  circonstance  que  la  loi  determine  de  la  mani^re  suivante  : — 

l^  Toutes  les  fois  qu'avant  le  depart  du  port  ou  le  navire  aura  embarque 
les  esclaves  ou  aura  conclu  pour  leur  embarquement,  on  aura  denonce  ce 
dont  on  aura  eu  connaissance  au  sujet  de  la '  traite  k  Fautorite  consulaire 
Hellenique. 

Si  dans  le  pays  ne  se  trouve  point  d'autoritfe  consulaire  Hellenique,  cette  de- 
nonciation  a  la  meme  valeur  ayant  fet6  faite  au  consulat  d'une  autre  puissance 
reprouvant  aussi  le  commerce  de  la  traite,  particuli^rement  aux  consulats 
d^Angleterre,  de  France,  de  Russi,  d'Autriche,  de  Prusse,  et  des  Etats-Unis 
d'Am6rique. 
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3^  Quand  il  n  aura  pas  ete  possiUe  de  faire  la  d^nonciation  dans  le  port  de 
depart,  et  qu'aucune  visite  par  un  batiment  de  guerre  n'aura  eu  lieu  pendant  le 
trajet,  elle  pourraetre  faite  aux  autorites  consulaires  du  premier  port  oil  le  navire 
fesant  la  traite  touchera. 

Si  la  d6nonciation  n'a  lieu  qu'apres  le  debarquement  des  esclaves,  le  denonci- 
ateur  evite  aussi  les  poursuites^  en  tant  qu'il  n'est  pas  prouve  qu'il  aurait  pu  de- 
noncer  avant  le  debarquenvent  et  qu'il  a  neglige  de  le  faire. 

Ceux  qui  feront  les  d^nonciations  a  tems^  et  selon  les  circonstances  ci-dessus 
menlionnees^non  seulment  seront  lib^res  de  toute  poursuite^  mais  jouiront  encore 
des  avantages  suivans : 

Lieurs  obligations  envers  le  capitaine  cessent  d'etre  en  vigueuri  et  ils  ne  sont 
point  ten  us  de  servir  k  son  bord  jusqu'au  terrae  de  leur  engagement,  en  outre  ils 
conservent  le  droit  de  recevoir,  non  seulement  leur  solde  tout  entiere,  comme  si 
le  voyage  etait  fini,  mais  encore  les  raoyens  de  rentrer  en  Grece,  s'ils  se  trouvent 
k  FetraDger  quand  ils  denonceront  la  traite. 

Le  refus  des  capitaines  k  se  conformer  ^  ces  obligations  n'est  pas  k  craindre. 
Les  Consuls,  qui  sont  obliges  par  la  loi  h,  fournir  aux  marins  tout  concours  et 
toute  protection,  seront  toujours  prets  k  accorder  aide  k  quiconque  le  reclamera 
d'eux,  et  a  s'occuper  activement  de  lexfecution  des  volontes  de  la  loi. 

La  loi,  ainsi  qu'il  a  etc  dit  plus  haut,  interdit  et  punit,  non  seulement  le  com- 
merce  de  la  traite^  mais  encore  le  simple  transport  des  esclaves;  et  dans  ce  second 
cas  admet  aussi  le  repentir,  et  concede  la  meme  impunity  et  les  memes  avantages 
que  dans  le  premier  cas  aux  denonciateurs  du  fait  de  transport  d'esclaves*  Le 
terns,  le  mode,  et  toutes  les  circonstances  de  la  d^nonciation  sont  les  memes  ici  que 
lorsqull  s'agit  de  la  traite  proprement  dite. 

Tel  est  le  but  et  telles  sont  les  dispositions  de  la  loi  qui  interdit  le  commerce 
des  esclaves^  Est  condamnfe  et  puni  toute  part  prise  soit  a  I'achat^  soit  k  la  vente 
des  esclaves,  ainsi  que  tout  transport  d'esclaves  effectue  par  des  navires  Grecs, 
soit  en  vue  d'un  gain,  soit  en  vue  de  favoriser  le  maintien  de  Tesclavage. 

Dans  un  cas  seulement  le  transport  des  esclaves  demeure  impuni,  c  est  quand 
il  a  pour  but  leur  mise  en  liberte,  ainsi  que  Texprime  Tarticle  6  de  la  loi.  Mais 
dans  le  cas  ou  un  capitaine  aura  achet6  ou  embarque  des  esclaves  k  son  bord, 
dans  rintention  de  les  affranchir,il  ne  suffit  pas  qu'il  allegue  cette  intention,  pour 
feviter  les  poursuites  ;  si  son  navire  est  trouvfe  portant  des  esclaves,  il  est  tenu 
selon  la  loi  de  prouver  que  tel  etait  reellement  son  but. 

La  deposition  et  Taveu  de  ceux  qui  transportent  les  esclaves  peuvent  en  cer- 
tains ca9  servir  de  preuves,  mais  la  plus  certaine  de  toutes  les  mesures  a  prendre 
pour  eviter  les  poursuites  est : 

1^  Que  le  capitaine  informe  de  son  projet,  et  avant  sou  depart  Tautoritfe  con- 
sulaire  dans  le  port  ou  il  operera  Tembarquement  des  esclaves,  et  qu'il  en  re- 
joive  une  copie  officielle  de  sa  declaration,  qu'il  possfedera  k  son  bord  pour  sa 
justification. 

2"*.  Qu'il  re^oive  de  Tautorjtfe  locale  du  lieu  ou  il  raettra  les  esclaves  en  Iibert6^ 
ou,  si  c'est  en  pays  Stranger,  de  Tautorite  consulaire,  un  certificat  de  Taccom- 
plissement  de  cet  acte  philanthropique.  C'est  ainsi  qu^l  pent  6viter  le  danger 
d'etre  poursuivi,  danger  d'autant  plus  imminent  que,  selon  Tesprit  de  la  loi,  le  seul 
fait  de  la  presence  des  esclaves  dans  un  navire  est  un  motif  sufiisant  de  poursuites, 
qui  ne  se  degage  de  son  caract^re  criminel  que  lorsque  le  prevenu  pent  prouver 
sa  bonne  intention. 

L.  MELAS,  le  Ministre  de  la  Justice. 
KRIESIS,  le  Ministre  de  la  Marine. 


(Translation.) 

Instructions  to  Shipmasters  and  others,  explanatory  of  the  Law  against 

Slave  Trade. 

Departments  of  Justice  and  Marine^ 
Athens,  18th  (30)  July,  1841. 
Although  slavery  is  abolished  throughout  the  kingdom  by  the  declara- 
tion which  proclaims  every  man  who  touches  Grecian  soil  to  be  frK,and  although 
the  trade  in  slaves  is  interdicted,  there  have  been  found  men  up  to  the  latest 
period,  who,  tempted  by  sordid  gain^  and  in  contempt  of  the  most  honourable 
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sentiments,  have  abandoned  themselves  to  the  pursuit  of  that  trade.  The  Go- 
vernment, desirous  of  completely  abolishing  this  disgraceful  traffic,  has  passed 
the  law  of  the  1st  (13lh)  March,  1841,  which  condemns  not  only  all  who  engage 
hi  the  trade,  but,  moreover,  all  who  may  give  assistance  in  the  transport  of  slaves 
from  one  country  to  another,  to  penalties  proportioned  to  their  culpability ;  wish- 
ing thus  to  compel,  by  an  express  penalty,  those  who,  by  a  simple  interdiction, 
had  not  been  decided  to  abandon  this  inhuman  traffic.  The  intention  of  this 
law,  which  was  published  in  No.  7  of  the  Official  Journal  of  this  year,  is : — 

1st.  To  deter  all  Greek  subjects  from  engaging  in  any  manner  whatever  in 
the  Slave  Trade. 

2nd.  Considering  that  the  trade  is  commonly  carried  on  by  means  of  the  trans- 
port by  sea  of  slaves  from  one  country  to  another  where  slavery  is  tolerated,  to 
prevent  all  Greek  vessels  from  engaging  in  such  transport. 

Srd.  Considering,  moreover,  that  the  simple  transport  of  slaves,  not  destined  to 
be  resold,  but  only  to  belong  to  another  master,  tends  also  to  the  perpetuation  of 
slavery,  this  law  is  intended  likewise  to  interdict  such  transport  in  Greek 
vessels. 

The  law  punishes  not  only  the  actual  fact  of  slave  trading,  that  is  to  say,  the 
purchase,  sale,  or  transport  of  slaves,  but  also  the  simple  feet  of  their  reception 
on  board  ship.  Moreover,  any  captain  who,  without  being  compelled  by  circum- 
stances independent  of  wiU,  shall  consent  to  receive  on  board  his  vessel,  for  trans- 
port, persons  destined  for  slavery,  will  be  punished  as  well  as  the  dealer  himself, 
excepting  that  the  penalties  in  his  case  will  be  lighter. 

The  law  punishes  all  Greek  subjects  according  to  the  degree  of  complicity  of 
which  they  shall  be  found  to  be  guilty,  in  any  of  the  eases  above-mentioned.  But 
it  applies  above  all  to  shipping  and  crews  of  vessels,  as  being  the  usual  oi^ns  of 
the  Slave  Trade  and  of  the  transport  of  slaves.  The  captain,  the  owner,  and  even 
the  lowest  man  of  the  crew  of  a  ship,  having  voluntarily  assisted  in  the  trade, 
will  be  punished  by  forced  labour,  imprisonment,  and  fine.  As  regards  the  cap- 
tains and  owners  of  vessels,  they  will  be,  moreover,  deprived  for  ever  of  the  right 
of  commanding  a  vessel.  Nevertheless  the  legislature,  severe  against  those  who 
have  persisted  in  the  contravention  of  the  law,  is  indulgent  to  such  as,  nmment- 
arily  carried  away,  have  repented  betimes,  and,  in  consequence  of  their  repentance^ 
have  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  the  act  of  slave  trading.  The  captain 
only,  as  being  more  capable  than  the  others  of  judging  of  the  gravity  of  the  act 
he  commits,  has  no  right  to  such  indulgence.  Moreover,  he  should  not  only 
refuse  to  engage  in  any  way  in  the  trade,  but  should  likewise  deter  all  who 
serve  under  his  orders.  All  the  other  individuals  forming  part  of  the  crew  have 
a  claim  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  law,  if  repenting  in  time,  a  circumstance 
which  the  law  determines  in  the  following  manner : — 

1st.  Whenever  previously  to  the  departure  from  a  port  where  the  vessel 
shall  have  embarked  slaves,  or  shall  have  engaged  to  embark  them,  they  shall 
denounce  whatever  they  know  relative  to  the  trade,  to  the  Greek  consular 
authority. 

In  case  there  be  no  Greek  consular  authority  in  the  country,  such  denun- 
ciation will  be  of  equal  value  if  made  to  the  Consulate  of  any  other  power 
by  which  the  Slave  Trade  is  reprobated,  particularly  those  of  England,  France, 
Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

2Dd.  Whenever,  it  having  been  impossible^  owing  to  difficulties  interposed  by 
superiors,  to  make  the  denunciation  at  the  port  of  departure,  it  shall  have  been 
made  to  tJie  commander  of  the  vessel  of  war  who  shall  first  visit  the  vessel  car- 
rying slaves. 

Srd.  Whenever  it  shall  not  have  been  possible  to  make  the  denunciation  at 
the  port  of  departure,  and  no  visit  by  a  vessel  of  war  shall  have  taken  place 
during  the  passage^  it  can  be  made  to  the  consular  authorities  of  the  first  port  at 
which  the  slave-trading  vessel  may  touch. 

In  case  the  denunciation  only  takes  place  after  the  landing  of  the  slaves,  the 
denunciator  avoids  prosecution,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  proved  that  he  could  have 
denounced  before  the  landing,  and  that  he  neglected  to  do  so. 

Such  persons  as  shall  make  denunciations  in  time,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances above-mentioned,  will  not  only  be  relieved  from  all  prosecution,  but  will, 
moreover,  enjoy  the  following  advantages : — 

Their  engagements  with  the  captain  cease  to  be  binding,  and  they  are  not 
bound  to  serve  on  board  until  the  end  of  their  engagement,  besides  which  they 
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reserve  the  right  of  receiving,  not  only  their  wages  without  reduction^  as  if  the 
voyage  were  finished,  but,  moreover,  the  means  of  returning  to  Greece,  in  case 
they  be  in  a  foreign  country  on  making  the  denunciation. 

The  refusal  of  captains  to  conform  to  these  obligations  is  not  to  be  feared. 
The  consuls,  who  are  obliged  by  law  to  render  every  assistance  and  protection  to 
seamen,  will  be  always  ready  to  give  such  assistance  to  whoever  may  claim  it 
of  them,  and  to  engage  actively  in  the  execution  of  the  intentions  of  the  law. 

The  law,  as  above  stated,  interdicts  and  punishes  not  only  the  Slave  Trade, 
but,  moreover,  the  simple  transport  of  slaves  ;  and  in  this  last  case  admits  also  of 
repentance,  and  concedes  the  same  impunity  and  the  same  advantages  as  in  the 
first  case  to  the  denunciators  of  the  fact  of  the  transport  of  slaves.  The  time, 
the  manner,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the  denunciation,  are  the  same  in  these 
cases  as  in  that  of  the  Slave  Trade  itself. 

Such  is  the  object  and  such  are  the  provisions  of  the  law  which  interdicts 
the  trade  in  slaves.  All  persons  taking  part  either  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of 
slaves  are  by  it  condemned  and  punished,  as  well  as  all  transport  of  slaves  in 
Greek  vessels,  either  for  purposes  of  gain  or  of  favouring  the  continuance  of 
slavery. 

In  one  case  only  the  transport  of  slaves  is  unpunishable — namely,  when  the 
object  is  to  place  them  at  liberty,  as  expressed  in  the  6th  Article  of  the  law. 
But  in  case  of  a  captain  purchasing  or  shipping  slaves  on  board  his  vessel,  with 
the  intention  of  liberating  them,  it  is  not  sufficient  that  he  allege  such  inten- 
tion, in  order  to  avoid  prosecution.  If  his  vessel  is  found  with  slaves  on  board, 
he  is  bound  by  law  to  prove  that  such  was  really  his  object. 

The  deposition  and  avowal  of  those  who  transport  slaves  may,  in  certain 
cases,  serve  as  proof;  but  the  most  certain  of  all  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  avoid 
prosecution  is— 

1st.  For  the  captain  to  give  information  of  his  project,  previously  to  his  de- 
parture, to  the  Consular  authority  at  the  port  where  the  embarkation  of  slaves 
shall  take  place ;  and  to  receive  an  official  copy  of  his  declaration,  which  he 
shall  keep  on  board  for  his  justification. 

2nd.  That  he  receive  from  the  local  authority  of  the  place  where  he  shall  set 
the  slaves  at  liberty,  or,  if  in  a  foreign  country,  from  the  Consular  authority,  a 
certificate  of  the  accomplishment  of  such  philanthropic  act. 

By  these  means  he  may  avoid  the  danger  of  prosecution — a  danger  the  more 
imminent,  as,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  law,  the  simple  fact  of  the  presence 
of  slaves  on  board  a  vessel  is  sufficient  motive  for  prosecution ;  and  will  not  lose 
its  criminal  character  until  the  accused  can  furnish  proof  of  his  good  intention. 

(Signed)  L.  MELAS,  Minister  of  Justice. 

KRIESIS,  Minister  of  Marine. 


No.  74. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  E.  Lyons. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  26,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  19th  of  June,  1841,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  the  reply  returned  by  M.  Paicos  to  the  note  which  you  addressed  to 
the  Greek  Government,  inviting  them  to  issue  instructions  to  their  function- 
aries in  slave-holding  countries,  prohibiting  them  from  being,  directly  or  in- 
directly, interested  in  slave  property. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  present  a  note  to  M .  Paicos,  pointing  out  that  this 
answer  entirely  evades  the  request  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Government;  and 
you  will  state  that  you  are  instructed  to  repeat  that  request,  and  to  express  the 
earnest  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  Government  of  Greece 
will  not  object  to  do  what  Her  Majesty's  Government  thus  asks,  and  which 
has  been  consented  to  by  the  Governments  of  Belgium,  Hanover,  Naples, 
Portugal,  Sardinia,  and  Sweden. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Str  Edmund  Lyons ^  Bart, 
8fc.        8fc.        Sfc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GREECE.  65 

No.  75. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Athens,  September  21,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  October  14.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  Note,  in 
which,  m  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained  in  Viscount  Palmerston's 
Despatch  to  me  of  the  26th  of  August,  I  pointed  out  to  the  Greek  Government 
the  evasive  nature  of  its  reply  to  the  request  which  I  had  made  to  it,  by  his 
Lordship's  desire,  that  it  would  prohibit  its  functionaries  in  slave-holding 
countries  from  being  interested  in  slave  property;  and  renewed  that  request  on 
the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T., 

§c.  Sfc.  ^c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  75. 

Sir  E.  Lyons  to  M.  Rizo. 

Athens,  September  20,  1841. 
Monsieur  le  Secretaire  d'Etat, 

I  HAVE  communicated  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  reply  which 
M.  Paicos  did  me  the  honour,  on  the  6th  (18th)  of  June,  to  return  to  the  note 
which  I  addressed  to  His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Government  on  the  8th  of  June, 
requesting  it  to  issue  instructions  to  its  functionaries  in  slave-holding  countries, 
prohibiting  them  from  being,  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in  slave  property. 
I  am  desired  to  point  out  to  His  Hellenic  Majesty's  Government  that  this 
answer  entirely  evades  the  request  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  to 
state  that  I  am  instructed  to  repeat  that  request,  and  to  express  the  earnest 
hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  Government  of  Greece  will  not 
object  to  do  what  Her  Majesty's  Government  thus  asks,  and  which  has  been 
consented  to  by  the  Governments  of  Belgium,  Hanover,  Naples,  Portgal, 
Sardinia,  and  Sweden. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDMUND  LYONS, 

Monsieur  Rizo, 
Sfc.      Sfc. 

No.  76. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  E.  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament, 
(See  No.  10.) 

No.  77. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  M.  Tricoupi. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 
(See  No.  11.) 

No.  78. 

7%^  £!arl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  B.  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 

/?iV^-,7^  1  • r^..  -vii  r ^«  ci rn j^  ^^ 
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No.  79. 
Vtsccunt  Pahnerston  to  British  C(mmU  and  Vice-Caniuh, 
Circular  as  to  canying  into  effect  the  Greek  Law  against  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No,  44,  p.  18.) 


No.  80. 

Mr.  Grreen  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. 

British  Consulate^  the  Piraus,  September  6,  1341. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  II.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
dated  the  3lst  of  July,  together  with  its  two  Enclosures,  which  have  my  full 
attention. 

I  have,  &c. 
(SiMied)  JOHN  GREEN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstom,  QCB. 

OfC.  OfC.  CfC. 
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No.  81. 

Vucount  Pah»ertton  to  Brituh  Consul  and  Vice-Conml. 

Foreign  Office,  May  3,  1841. 
Circular  on  holding  or  being  interested  in  Sl&ve  Property. 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  82. 
Mr.  T.  R.  Dfummend  Hay  to  Vi§oa%mi  Paimersiem 

British  Consulate-General,  Tangier,  May  81,  1841. 

My  Lord,  (Received  June  14.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
of  the  8th  instant,  and  shall  forward,  according  to  your  Lordship's  instructions, 
a  copy  of  the  Memorial  from  the  General  Anti-Slavery  Convention  to  the 
British  Vice-Consuls  in  this  country. 

I  have  &CC 
(Signed)  T.'  R.  DRUMMOND  HAY, 

Acting  ConsuUGeneraL 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  83. 
Viscount  Palmer ston  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31,  1841. 
Circular  instruction,  as  to  execution  of  the  Greek  Law  against  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  44.) 

No.  84. 

Mr.  Consul-General  Hay  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

British  Consulate-General,  Tangier, 
My  Lord,  August  18,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch, 
dated  the  31st  ultimo,  which  conveys  to  me  copies  in  triplicate  of  a  letter  from 
the  Greek  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London,  accompanying  a  translation  of  a 
law  promulgated  by  the  King  of  Greece  on  the  13th  of  last  March,  prohibiting 
the  trade  in  slaves  and  assigning  penalties  for  ofiences  committed  in  contra- 
vention of  that  law.  I  have  received  therewith  also,  in  triplicate,  a  copy  of  a 
Despatch  and  its  enclosures  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  in  Greece,  upon  the 
same  subject. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  give  my  best  assistance,  as  called  on  by  your  Lordship, 
towards  carrying  the  said  law  into  effect,  if  ever  an  occasion  present  itself; 

fttirl    s\rrnrA\n(r  in  vniir  T  r»rHshin*.«5    iTi.<4triintion.  Will  forward  OUC  set  of  the  Said 
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No.  85. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Hay, 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  papers  presented  to  Parliament. 
(See  No.  10.) 

No.  86. 

Viscount  Palmcrston  to  Mr.  Hay. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  asking  for  all  laws  on  Slave  Trade. 
(See  No.  14.) 
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PALESTINE,     (Consular.) 

No.  87. 

discount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Young. 

Foreign  Office,  May  8,  1841. 
Circular  on  holding  or  being  interested  in  slave  property. 

(See  No.  43.) 


No.  88, 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Young. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31,  1841. 
Circular  Instruction,  as  to  the  execution  of  the  Greek  law  against  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  44.) 

No.  89. 

Mr.  Young  to  Viscount  Palmerston- 

Jerusalem^  July  8, 1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  Sept.  9.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Cir- 
cular Despatch  of  the  8th  of  May,  transmitting  to  me  the  copy  of  a  Memorial 
from  the  General  Anti-Slavery  Convention. 

Whenever  a  fitting  occasion  presents  itself  in  my  intercourse  with  the  natives, 
I  never  lose  the  opportunity  to  state  how  much  the  British  Government  is  opposed 
to  every  species  of  traffic  in  slaves ;  and  in  the  year  1839  I  took  occasion  to 
address  each  of  the  Consular  Agents  within  my  jurisdiction  on  the  subject,  as 
I  had  the  honour  to  apprise  your  Lordship  in  my  Despatch  dated  the  14th  of 
March,  1839,  and  of  which  your  Lordship,  in  reply,  was  pleased  to  approve. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  T.  YOUNG, 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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No.  90; 
Viscount  PalmerMt^w  to^  Sir  John  McNeil. 


Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  9, 1841. 

Her  Majesty*s  Government  being  anxiously  desirous  to  see  the  Slave 
Tracfeput  down,  and  the  condition  of  slavery  abolished,  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
I  have  to  instruct  you  to  collect  and  transmit  to  me  all  the  informatton  you  can 
procure  upon  the  present  state  of  the  Slave  Trade  and  of  slavery  in  the  dominions 
of  the  Shah  of  Persia,  and  in  the  adjoining  and  neighbouring  countries. 

It  is  well  known  that  ia  countries  where  the  Mohammedan  religion,  prevails 
Slave  Trade  and  the  condition  of  slavery  are  in  unison  with  the  habits,  opinions, 
and  prejudices  of  the  people ;  and  instead  of  being  there  viewed  with  the  same 
feelings  of  disgust  which  such  things  excite  among  Christian  nations,  they  are 
deeply  interwoven  with  the  civil  institutions  of  those  countries. 

lience  it  follows  that  Her  Miyesty*s  Government  cannot  hope  or  expect  that 
by  any  influence  they  may  possess,  nor  by  any  arguments  they  can  use,  they 
can  be  able  at  once  to  persuade  Mohammedan  nations  to  adopt  the  notions  of 
Christendom  on  these  matters ;  but,  nevertheless,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
conceive  that  much  good  may  be  accomplished  in  these  respects  even  in  Mo- 
hammedan countries  by  steady  perseverance,  and  by  never  omitting  to  take 
advantage  of  favourable  opportunities  to  press  upon  Mohammedan  rulers  the 
wishes  of  the  British  Government  on  these  points. 

You  will  accordingly  take  an  early  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the  Shah  of 
Persia  the  strong  desire  which  is  felt  on  this  matter  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  you  will  represent  to  him  that  he  would  be  doing  a  thing  extremely 
acceptable  to  the  British  Government  and  nation  if  he  would  issue  a  Decree, 
prohibiting  for  the  future  the  importation  of  slaves  of  any  kind  into  Persia,  and 
nmking  it  penal  for  a  Persian  to  purchase  slaves. 

The  Persian  Government  has  of  late  years  justified  its  hostilities  against 
the  Affghans  and  the  Tourkmans  upon  the  ground  that  those  nations  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  carrying  off  Persian  subjects  as  slaves,  and  the  British 
Gbvernment  has  been  useful  in  persuading  the  Affghans  to  agree  to  give  up 
that  practice ;  but  the  Shah  cannot  reasonably  object  to  order  his  subjects 
to  abstdn  from  encouraging  against  neighbouring  nations  those  acts  of  violence 
and  rapine  from  which  he  has  felt  it  right  to  protect  his  own  people  even  by 
the  extremities  of  war ;  and  the  Shah  would  be  still  more  fortified  in  reason 
in  resisting  and  in  punishing  offences  of  this  kind  when  committed  by  other 
nations,  if  he  were  effectually  to  prevent  his  own  subjects  from  purchasing 
slaves  who  must  have  been  made  slaves  bv  acts  of  violence  or  treachery  in 
other  countries.  You  will  also  urge  the  Shah  to  extend  his  prohibition  to 
the  iipportation  of  slaves  by  sea  as  ;well  as  by  land ;  and  to  the  importation 
of  slaves  from  Africa  and  India,  as  well  as  from  the  countries  bordering 
upon  Persia. 

You  will  say  to  the  Shah  that  every  State  in  Europe  and  in  America  has 
now  by  law  prohibited  the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  tne  greater  number  of 
these  States  have  abolished  the  condition  of  slavery  within  their  territories ; 
that  these  principles  are  rapidly  spreading  even  in  Mohammedan  nations, 
and  that  the  Imaum  of  Muscat  and  the  Bey  of  Tunis  have  issued  laws 
against  Slave  Trade. 

You  will  further  say  that  it  would  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  British 
Government  and  nation  if  the  Shah  would  issue  some  edict  encouraging  and 
exhorting  his  subjects  to  set  free  such  of  their  slaves  as  may  be  most  deserv- 
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iDg  of  such  favour,  and  pointing  out  to  his  subjects  that  such  acts  of  benevo- 
lence and  mercy  could  not  fail  to  obtain  the  favour  of  Heaven  for  those  who 
do  them. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  John  M'Neil,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  91. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Sir  John  M'Neil 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  for  all  laws  on  Slave  Trade. 
(See  No.  14.) 
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SYRIA.     (Consular,') 

No.  92. 
Viscount  Palmerslon  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice- Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  May  8,  1841. 
Circular  Instruction  on  holding  or  being  interested  in  slave  property. 

fSee  No.  43.) 

No.  93. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31, 1841. 
Circular  Instruction  as  to  the  execution  of  the  Greek  law  against  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  44.; 
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No.  94. 

Viscount  Ponsonhy  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Therapiay  December  27,  1840. 
My  Lord,  {Received  February  8,  1841.) 

I  HAVE  paid  the  greatest  attention  to  your  Lordship's  several  instructions 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  Turkey,  with  the  hopes  of  arriving  at  some  result 
that  would  afford  a  chance  of  obtaining  in  any  degree  the  object  your  Lordship 
so  earnestly  desires  to  accomplish.  I  have  mentioned  the  subject*  and  I  have 
been  heard  with  extreme  astonishment,  accompanied  with  a  smile,  at  a  propo- 
sition for  destroying  an  institution  closely  interwoven  with  the  frame  of  society 
in  this  country,  and  intimately  connected  with  the  law  and  with  the  habits,  and 
even  the  religion,  of  all  classes  of  the  people,  from  the  Sultan  himself  down  to 
the  lowest  peasant. 

The  Sultans,  for  some  centuries  past,  have  never  married,  and  the  imperial 
race  is  perpetuated  by  mothers  who  are  slaves. 

In  all  other  families  slaves  may  be,  and  often  are,  the  mothers  of  legitimatised 
children,  who  are  in  all  respects  as  much  esteemed  as  those  of  legal  wives. 

The  admirals,  the  generals,  the  ministers  of  state,  in  great,  part  have  been 
originally  slaves.  In  most  families  a  slave  enjoys  the  highest  degree  of  con- 
fidence and  influence  with  the  head  of  the  house. 

To  carry  what  your  Lordship  desires  into  execution  it  will  be  necessary  to 
limit  the  law  of  succession  to  the  Crown  and  alter  the  policy  that  has  so  long 
guided  the  Sultans  in  that  respect,  and  also  to  change  fundamentally  the  poli- 
tical and  civil  institutions  and  laws  and  the  domestic  arrangements  of  the 
people.  Universal  confusion  would  perhaps  be  the  consequence  of  such  violent 
changes,  and  probably  those  persons  intended  to  be  most  benefited  by  them 
would  be  the  greatest  sufferers. 

The  slaves  are  generally  well  protected  against  ill-treatment  by  custom  and 
the  habits  of  the  Turks,  and  by  the  interests  of  masters  and  their  religious 
duty,  and  perhaps  slaves  in  Turkey  are  not  to  be  considered  worse  off  than  men 
everywhere  else  who  are  placed  by  circumstances  in  a  dependent  situation ; 
wliilst  on  the  other  hand  they  may  attain,  and  constantly  do  enjoy,  the  highest 
dignities,  the  greatest  power,  and  largest  share  of  wealth  of  any  persons  in  the 
empire. 

I  think  that  all  attempts  to  effect  your  Lordship's  purpose  will  fail,  and  I 
fear  they  might  give  offence  if  urged  forward  with  importunity.  I  was  asked, 
**What  would  the  English  Government  think  of  the  Sublime  Porte  if  it  was  to 
call  upon  the  Sovereign  of  England  and  the  people  of  England  to  alter  the 
fundamental  law  of  their  country,  and  change  its  domestic  habits  and  customs 
in  order  to  please  the  taste  of  the  Turks?" 

I  could  perceive,  in  spite  of  the  good-humoured  politeness  with  which  this 
question  was  asked,  that  there  was  something  like  wounded  feeling  in  the 
speaker. 

The  Turks  may  believe  us  to  be  their  superiors  in  the  sciences,  in  arts,  and 
in  arms;  but  they  are  very  far  from  thinking  our  wisdom  or  our  morality 
greater  than  their  own. 

I  have,  &c. 
/^Sio-npH^  PONSONRV 
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No.  95. 

Viscount  Palmerstan  to  Viscount  Ponsonly. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  96. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Viscount  Ponsonby. 

Foreign  Office,  April  2%  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti.^ 

(See  No.  2.) 

No.  97, 
Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Lord  Ponsonhy. 

My  Lord,  Foreign  OffieCy  June  23,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  tranflmit  to  your  Excellency  copies  of  two  Despatches  which 
I  have  received  from  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  Her  Majesty's  Consul-Oeneral  at 
Tunis,  stating  the  steps  which  the  Bey  of  Tunis  has  taken  against  Slave  Trade 
and  slavery,  and  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  by  the  Queen's  commands  I  have 
returned  to  the  intimation  given  in  that  Despatch. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Viscount  Ponsonby, 
Sfc.         ^c. 


Enclosures  in  No.  97. 
L  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Tunis,  AprUm,\S^\. 
2.  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Tunis,  May  12,  IS^l. 


(See  Nos.  129  and  130.) 


No.  98. 
2r&^  JSarl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Bankhead. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 
(See  No.  10.) 


No.  99. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mahomed  Fuad  JEj^^kU. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 
(See  No.  11.) 

No.  100. 
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No^  101. 

Fucmmi  PalmersUn^  to  British  CoMuh  and  Fice-CoMuh. 

Foreign  Office^  Jf«y  8, 184L 
CSrcnlaraa to  holding  or  beings  iDterasted in  Slare  Pn^ierty . 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  102. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Brant  to  Visamnt  Palmerston.  * 

British  Consulate,  Smyrna,  June  25,  1841. 

My  Lord,  {Received  July  31.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  8th  ultimo,  accompanying  the  copy  of  a  Memorial  from  the 
Genend  Anti<*Slarery  Convention,  and  acquainting  me  that  Her  Majesty's 
Goy^nment  concurs  in  the  sentiments  therein  expressed^  and  especially  m  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  unfitting  that  any  British  oflScer  should  either  directly 
or  indirectly  hold  or  be  interested  in  sla¥e  property. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  I  am  not,,  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  officer 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Consulate  is,  interested  in  slave  property. 

I  shall  not  fail,  niy  Lord,  to  forward,  as  directed,  the  two  copies  of  the  Me- 
morial sent  me,  with  suitable  instructions^  to  the.  Y  ice^onsuku 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  W.  BRANT,  Consul. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 

No.  103. 

Mr.  James  Brant  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Erzeroom,  June  30,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  July  30.) 

1  ha.tr  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the 
8th  ultimo,  transmitting  copies  of  a  memorial  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
from  the  General  Anti-Slavery  Convention.  I  shall,  as  instructed,  transmit 
copies  of  the  same  to  the  ViceConsuls  of  Trebizond  Batoom,  Samsoon,  and 
Moossni ;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe,  that,  although  slavery  certainly 
exists  in  these  countries,  no  Christian  ia  allowed  to  purchase  or  own  a  slave. 

On  one  occasion  some  years  since  I  subscribed  and  assisted  the  Greeks  at 
Trebizond  to  release  from  slavery  a  Greek  woman  taken  at  Scio,  and  restored 
her  to  her  family. 

About  three  years  since,  the  then  Russian  Consul  here  purchased  a  negro 
slave^  whom  he  took  with  him  to  Russia :  beyond  these  instances  I  never 
heard  of  either  European  or  native  Christian  purchasing  or  owning  a  slave. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)       '     JAMES  BRANT. 
The  Right  Han.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
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No.  104. 

Mr.  Kerr  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Adrianople^  June  31,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  July  30.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Lordship^s  Despatch  of  the  8th 
of  May,  transmitting  to  me  copy  of  a  memorial  from  the  General  Anti-Slavery 
Convention,  of  the  20th  of  June,  1840,  and  at  the  same  time  instructing  me  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  concurs  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  that  memorial, 
and  especially  in  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  unfitting  that  any  officer  holding 
an  appointment  under  the  British  Crown  should,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
hold  or  be  interested  in  slave  property. 

The  second  copy  of  the  memorial  which  your  Lordship  sends  me  I  will  im- 
mediately transmit  to  the  British  Consular  Agent  at  Enos,  with  Huitable  instruc- 
tions. 

I  have  &c. 
(Sined)  '         JOHN  KERil. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  105. 

Mr,  Blunt  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Sahnicay  JulySf  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  July  31.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch, dated  the  8th  of  May,  with  a  copy  of  a  memorial,  dated  the  20th  of 
June,  1840,  from  the  General  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  and  acquainting  me 
with  the  entire  concurrence  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  the  sentiments 
expressed  m  that  memorial,  and  especially  to  that  part  of  it  having  reference  to 
persons  holding  appointments  under  the  British  Crown. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  BLUNT. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.y 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  106. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31,  1841. 
Circular  as  to  execution  of  the  Greek  Law  against  the  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  44.) 

No.  107. 

Mr.  Cartwright  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Constantinople^  July  14,  1841. 
My  Lobd,  (Received  August  Q.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  8th 
of  May,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  memorial  addressed  to  your  Lordship  by  the 
General  Anti-Slavery  Convention. 

Your  Lordship  has  been  pleased  to  acquaint  me  that  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment concurs  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  that  memorial,  and  I  shall  not 
fail  to  be  mindful  that  it  would  be  unfitting  for  any  officer  holding  an  appoint- 
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ment  under  the  British  Crown  to  be  interested  either  directly  or  indirectly  in 
slave  property. 

I  h&ve  obc 
(Signed)      .      JOHN  CARTWRIGHT, 

Consul'  General. 
The  Right  Han.  Fiscaunt  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
§c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  108. 

Mr.  Sandisan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Brussa^  August  17,  1841. 
Mt  Lord,  (Received  September  20.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  8th  of  May  last,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  Memorial  from  the 
General  Anti-Slavery  Convention;  and  I  notice,  for  my  guidance,  the  con- 
currence of  Her  Majefety*s  Government  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  that 
Memorial,  especially  as  regards  any  officer  holding  an  appointment  under  the 
British  Crown. 

An  offer  was  made  to  me,  soon  after  my  arrival  here,  by  authoritv  of  the 
Governor,  and  as  the  only  Christian  to  whom  it  was  permitted,  to  select  any 
slaves  belonging  to  the  shive-merchants  of  the  city  for  purchase  or  hire.  I  de- 
clined the  offer,  and  have  never  had  a  slave  in  my  service. 

With  regard  to  the  traffic  in  this  district,  I  should  not  fail  to  report  to  your 
Lordship  any  case  of  British  subjects  discovered  to  be  concerned  in  the  criminal 
practice. 

The  state  of  slavery  which  exists  here  is  in  its  mildest  form,  as  common 
throughout  Turkey.  Some  of  the  richer  Mussulmans  purchase  either  African 
blacks,  or  Circassians  and  Georgians,  who  are  placed  on  the  footing  of  members 
of  their  families,  or  domestics.  They  are  sometimes,  but  rarely,  resold;  and  I 
have  never  heard  of  their  being  treated  with  inhumanity  as  slaves,  nor  does 
their  caste  or  colour  depress  them  in  society. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  D.  SANDISON,  Consul. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.dB. 

^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  109. 

Mr.  Cartwright  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Constantinople,  September  15,  1841. 

My  Lord^  (Received  November  2.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  31st  of  July  last,  with  the  several  Enclosures  therein  referred 
to,  relating  to  a  law  promulgated  by  the  King  of  Greece  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1841,  prohibiting  the  trade  in  slaves;  and  I  will  not  fail  to  attend  to 

J70UT  Lordship's  instructions  to  give  my  best  assistance  towards  carrying  that 
aw  into  effect,  in  conformity  witli  the  desire  expressed  by  the  Greek  Govern- 
ment. ' 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  CARTWRIGHT, 

Consul-General. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 
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No.  110. 

Colonel  Wurrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Tripoli,  December  II,  1840. 

My  Lord,  (^Received  January  14,  1841.) 

I  HAYE.  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the 
22nd  of  October,  and  I  have  to  assure  you.  I  shall  strictly  con&ran  to  your 
Lordship's  orders. 

Forwarding  this  interesting  subject  with  the  Arab  Sheikhs  requires  mHch 
prudence  and  caution,  otherwise  I  miglit  do  mischief  instead  of  good. 

Should  I  be  fortunate  enough  to  effect  peace  between  the  Turks  and  Arabs, 
most  probably  I  shall  see  Abgelleel,  in  whose  possession  I  may  say  is.the.  key 
to  the  interior  of  Africa, 

I  know  he  is  disposed  to  favour  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  to  direct  the 
mind  to  commercial  labour;  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  much  might  be  done 
by  his  medium. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  WARRINGTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.^ 
Sfc.  S^c.  Sfc. 

No.  111. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Colonel  Warrington. 

Foreign.  Office,  May  8,  1841. 
Circular  against  holding  or  being  interested  in  Slave  Property. 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  112. 

Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Tripoli,  April  9,  1841. 

My  Lord,  (Received  May  11.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  a  very  large  caravan  is 
just  arrived  in  Bengazi,  from  Wadey,  with  numerous  black  slaves. 

I  am  sorry  to  add  that  800  of  them  perished  on  the  Desert  from  starvation, 
not  having  provided  a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions  for  them. 

I  lament  to  say  that,  the  demand  for  slaves  bein^  so  great,  the  price  of 
the  survivors  covered  the  great  loss  by  the  mortality.  Unfortunately  the  traders 
in  this  horrid  traffic  derive  such  great  profits,  which  prevent  them  pursuing  a 
more  honourable  commerce,  thereby  injuring  the  Christian  merchants^  who  are 
anxious  to  trade  with  the  interior. 

Whenever  I  can  see  the  great  Sheikh  Abgelleel,  I  shall  have  seme  conversa- 
tion with  him  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  as,  by  his  medium,  the  outlet  of  this 
traffic  may  be  effectually  closed  in  this  quarter  ;  and,  indeed,  there  is  more  to  be 
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done  towards  ihe  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  prosecution  of  lawful  commerce 
by  his  means  than  is  generaUy  known. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  H.  WARRINGTON 

The  Might  Han.  ViMmnt  Palmerston,  G.CJB. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc 


No.  113. 
Viicmmt  Pahner^Um  to  Colonel  Warrington. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  May  18,  1841. 

I  HitTB  received  your  Despatch  of  the  9th  of  April  last,  giving  an  ae* 
cannt  of  Slave  Trade  carried  on  from  Tripoli,  with  the  interior  of  Africa. 

I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  strongly  urge  the  Sheikh  Abgelleel  to  put  an 
end  to  this  trade. 

You  will  represent  to  him  that  it  prevents  other  commerce  which  would 
enrich  and  civilise  the  country ;  and  that  the  continuance  of  these  practices 
within  the  range  of  his  influence  must  tend  to  indispose  Great  Britain  towards 
him;  whereas  it  is  clearly  his  interest  on  every 'account,  political  and  com- 
mercial, to  conciliate  the  good  opinion  and  good  will  of  the  English  nation. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Colonel  Warrington^ 

S^c.        (%c. 

No.  114. 

Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  PabnerHon. 

Tripoli,  June  14,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Eeeeived  July  7.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
of  the  8th  ultimo,  with  Enclosure  from  the  General  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  and 
for  the  honour  of  this  consulate,  I  say  no  such  circumstance  ever  has,  or  ever  will 
take  place,  I  niay  venture  to  assert. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  WARRINGTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
8^.  Sfc.  8fc. 

No.  115. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Colonel  fVarrington. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31,  1841. 
Circular  as  to  execution  of  the  Greek  Law  against  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  44.) 


No.  116. 
Colonel  JVarrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Tripoli.  July  1,  1841. 


My  Lord,  {Received  August  9.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowled^  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the 
18th  of  May.  r        ~r 

Abgelleel  is  now  on  his  road  from  Mourzouk  to  Benoleed« 
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I  consider  the  subject  on  which  I  have  to  communicate  of  that  important 
and  delicate  nature,  that  it  ought  to  b&dbcussed  in  a  personal  interriew.  I 
have  therefore  written  to  Abgelleel  to  obtain  a  meeting,  as  your  Lordship  will 
find  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  my  letter. 

If  your  Lordship  would  allow  me  to  ask  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  send  a 
small  vessel  to  take  me  to  the  Syrtis,  I  think  it  would  facilitate  the  object  of 
the  communication.  There  is  such  a  decided  hostility  to  all  civilization  and 
good  feeling  on  the  part  of  Askar  Ali,  that  the  journey  by  land  is  impossible 
during  his  reign  here. 

Abgelleel  is  a  reasonable  intelligent  person,  and  I  am  sanguine  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  to  get  him  not  to  allow  the  traffic  of  slavery  through  the  extensive 
territory  he  commands.  I  am  persuaded  he  will  use  his  influence  (which  is 
very  great)  with  numerous  Sovereigns  of  the  interior  to  abolish  slavery  and  to 
promote  commerce  generally ;  but  unless  the  produce  of  the  interior  can  be 
secured  from  molestation  and  robbery  by  the  local  authority  here,  the  neces- 
sary confidence  could  not  be  established,  and  of  course  there  would  be  no 
outlet  for  embarkation. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  WARRINGTON. 

The  Might  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstony  G.C.B.] 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  116» 

Colonel  PVarrington  to  Sheikh  Abgelleel. 

The  British  Consul-Gencral  to  his  good  and  worthy  friend  Abgelleel, 
saluting. 

We  have  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Gagliuffi  is  still  in  Constan- 
tinople, but  we  expect  his  return  very  soon,  when  he  will  repair  to  his  post  at 
Mourzouk  as  British  Vice-Consul.  We  are  particularly  anxious  to  see  you, 
ami  to  have  some  conversation  on  the  commercial  resources  of  the  interior. 
We  are  aware  of  your  influence  and  of  your  liberal  and  enlightened  mind,  and 
we  are  persuaded  we  could  suggest  a  plan  which  would  tend  to  enrich  and 
civilise  the  interior,  and  to  prove  to  you  it  is  clearly  your  interest,  on  every 
account,  political  and  commercial,  to  conciliate  the  good  opinion  and  good  will 
of  the  English  nation. 

This  is  a  subject  of  too  much  importance,  and  too  extensive,  to  be  discussed 
in  this  letter,  but  if  you  will  inform  us  when  you  visit  the  district  of  the  Syrtis, 
we  will  endeavour  to  pay  you  a  visit. 

After  your  perusing  the  above  it  will  appear  to  you  clearly  we  have  full 
powers  from  our  superiors  to  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject  alluded  to; 
and  we  again  assure  you  that  you  have  an  opportunity  of  making  the  powerful 
nation  of  England  your  friend. 

Waiting  your  answer  when  you  will  be  near  the  Gulf  of  Syrtis,  we  wish  you 
health  and  every  blessing  of  your  old  and  sincere  friend  the  Agent  and  Consul- 
General  of  England. 

(Signed)  HANMER  WARRINGTON. 

The  Sheikh  Abgelleel, 
8fc.        8fc. 


No.  117. 

Colonel  pVarrington  to  Viscount  Pahnerston. 

Tripoli,  July  20,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  September  6.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
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as  they  gain  ra  the  traffic  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of  our  fellow-creatures.     May 
God  forgive  and  avert  the  mind  of  man  from  such  scenes  of  horror ! 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  HANMER  WARRINGTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.CB^ 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  117. 
Mr.  TVood  to  Colonel  TVarrington. 


British  Vice-Consulate ,  Bengaxi, 
Sir,  June  22,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Despatch  of  the 
14th  instant,  enclosing,  by  Viscount  Palmerston's  orders,  some  observations 
from  the  Anti-Slaverv  Convention,  which,  as  you  justly  remark,  never  have  or 
ever  will  be  applicable  to  me. 

Indeed  I  must  confess  it  has  often  been  to  me  a  subject  of  deep  regret  to 
witness  this  inhuman  traffic  carried  on  here,  and  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
has  increased  to  a  great  extent  during  the  present  year,  a  circumstance  per- 
haps to  be  attributed  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  in  your  neighbour- 
hood, owing  to  which  the  commerce  between  Tripoli  and  Fezzan  has  been 
entirely  intercepted,  and  has  now  taken  this  direction,  where,  on  account  of 
our  vicinity  to  the  Levant,  they  find,  I  presume,  greater  faciUty  in  exporting 
them  than  at  your  port. 

Upwards  ot  2000  have  already,  this  year,  been  brought  in  from  the  interior 
in  the  most  miserable  and  wretched  state,  the  greater  part  of  them  having 
barely  sufficient  to  cover  their  nakedness. 

A  kaffle,  a  short  time  ago,  bringing  900  of  those  unfortunate  people  from 
Wadey,  lost  no  less  than  §00  on  their  way,  having  died  chiefly  from  hunger 
and  thirst,  added  to  other  privations  to  which  they  were  subject  on  the  road. 

The  slaves  brought  here  formerly  used  to  come  from  Fezzan,  but  now  a  great 
number  are  sent  from  Wadey,  owing,  I  understand,  to  the  existing  hostilities 
between  the  Sultan  of  that  country  and  that  of  Darfoor,  which  prevents  them 
taking  any  longer  the  route  by  Egypt.  This,  no  doubt,  tends  also  in  some 
degree  to  increase  the  traffic  at  this  port.  The  slaves  from  Wadey,  genemlly 
speaking,  arrive  in  a  much  worse  condition  than  those  from  Fezzan,  and  suffer 
more  owing  to  the  want  of  water  and  the  long  tract  of  desert  they  have  to 
cross. 

A  report  having  been  in  circulation  regarding  the  Sultan's  intention  of 
abolishing  slavery  throughout  the  Ottoman  dominions,  and  which  has  lately 
gained  ground  since  the  news  of  what  has  taken  place  at  Tunis  was  known 
here,  this  rumour  has  created  the  greatest  alarm  amongst  those  concerned  in 
this  traffic,  so  much  so  that  they  have  ever  since  been  most  active  in  shipping 
off  their  slaves  for  Constantinople,  Smyrna,  and  other  places  on  the  Levant, 
with  the  view  of  disposing  of  them  before  any  change  actually  takes  place. 
In  fact  1270  slaves  have  been  embarked  at  this  port  within  the  last  two  months, 
the  traffic  in  question  being  confined  to  vessels  under  the  Turkish  flag.  It  is 
true  Greek  ships  used  formerly  to  be  engaged  in  their  exportation,  but  have  dis- 
continued since  the  new  law  was  issued  by  the  King  of  Greece,  prohibiting  his 
subjects  from  engaging  therein  under  heavy  penalties. 

The  Local  Government  derives  a  large  amount  from  this  branch  of  revenue, 
as  the  owners  pay  on  exporting  them  a  custom  duty  of  five  dollars  each  slave, 
besides  other  two  dollars  on  entering  the  town,  producing  in  the  present  year 
upwards  of  14,000  dollars. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  WOOD. 

Colonel  PVarrington, 
Sfc.  £fc. 
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Colonel  TVartington  to  Visccunt  Palmerston. 

My  Lohd,  Tripoli,  September  1,  1841. 

On  the  1st  of  July  I  had  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a  copy 
of  a  Letter  to  the  Sheikh  Abgelleel,  inviting  him  to  name  a  place  to  enable  me 
to  meet  him,  and  discuss  a  measure  for  the  civilisation  of  the  interior,  and  for 
the  promotion  of  commercial  purposes. 

In  that  discussion  I  intended  that  the  abolition  of  slavery,  to  the  extent  of 
his  power  and  influence^  should  form  the  principal  feature  of  the  negotiation. 
I  have  received  a  verbal  communication  from  Aogelleel^  lamenting  that  he  can- 
not meet  me  during  the  time  Askar  AH  remains,  but  the  moment  another  Pacha 
is  appointed  he  will  come  down  nearly  to  Tripoli. 

That  he  would  have  written,  but  no  courier  could  be  found  to  convey  the 
letter,  owing  to  the  awful  cruelties  committed  by  Askar  Ali  on  such  persons. 

I  have,  however,  received  a  letter  from  Sheikh  En  Nerser,.  brother  to  Abgelleel^ 
who  commands  in  Beneleed ;  Enclosure  No.  1. 

It  will  show  how  friendly  disposed  and  how  ready  they  are  to  meet  our 
wishes. 

The  abolition  of  slavery,  opening  commerce  with  the  interior,  and  the 
ultimate  civilisation  of  those  nnrortunate  people,  appear  to  me  most  important 
objects  to  attain. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  the  Turks  have  ruined  this  country,  and  the 
only  trade,  I  may  say,  carried  on  with  the  interior,  is  slavery,  which  has  in- 
creased to  an  alarming  degree. 

Had  the  Convention  of  1838  been  observed  it  would  have  been  otherwise, 
but  its  operation  has  caused  extra  duties  and  impositions  which  really  amount 
to  the  abolition  of  trade. 

The  unprecedented  state  of  distress  here  is  dreadful.  Stripped  of  their  last 
baracan,  they  perish  with  hunger,  not  having  the  means  to  purchase  food. 

As  long  as  tne  Turks  pursue  such  fatal  and  blind  policy,  injurious  to  all 
parties,  nothing  can  be  done  unless  England  would  make  a  Treaty  with 
Abgelleel  to  accomplish  these  three  great  points,  and  to  secure  a  port  in  this 
Regency  where  the  produce  of  the  interior  might  be  brought,  without  nearly 
the  certain  danger  of  life  and  property. 

At  present  the  iron  hand  of  bigotry  grasps  at  everything  to  the  entire  ex- 
clusion of  the  Christians,  and  in  open  violation  of  the  Convention  of  1838. 

Certainly  great  advances  may  be  made  towards  attaining  the  three  objects, 
and  your  Lordship's  extensive  mind  and  political  knowledge  best  know  if  the 
impediments  can  be  removed.  I  am  sanguine  Abgelleel  will  meet  the  wishes 
of  England  with  all  good  faith. 

I  have  fee. 
(Signed)  HANMER  WARRINGTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmereton,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Tianaktion.) 

Enelosure  in  No^  118. 

Sheikh  il  Nursur  to  Colonel  ff^arringUm. 

Benoleed,  August  24,  1841. 

After  having  sent  different  times  to  you  asking  the  news  from  the  sea, 
we  are  informed  that  a  new  Pacha  has  arrived,  and  that  the  first  is  gone,  mod 
we  are  in  doubts  if  it  is  true  or  not ;  if  it  is  really  the  case  we  shall  come 
forward  through  your  mediation,  and  everything  shall  be  arranged,  and  what- 
ever is  done  by  you  during  our  absence  we  shall  be  satisfied,  as  we  have  no 
other  friend  in  Tripoli  but  yourself,  and  nothing  shall  be  done  unless  by  you ; 
if  you  are  not  pleased  with  the  new  Pacha  we  shall  have  nothing  to  say  to 
him.  You  will  oblige  us  by  the  bearer  of  this  letter  to  inform  us  of  the  real 
trutby  wA  of  the  name  of  the  new  Pacha  who  has  arrived  in  Tripoli :  we 
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are  very  anxious  to  hear  from  yo*,  m  we  must  inform  our  brother,  Sheikh 
Abgelleel :  anything  we  can  do  for  you  we  shall  always  be  most  happy. 

From  your  friend, 
(Signed)  SAFE  IL  NURSUR. 

Colenel  fParrington, 

ifc.         Sfc.  I 

No.  119. 

C^ionel  ff^arrington  to  Vueount  Palmerston. 

Tripoli,  September  3,  1841. 

My  Lord,  (Received  October  10.) 

When  I  had  the  honour  to  address  your  Lordship  on  the  1st  instant^ 
suggesting  measures  to  induce  Abgelleel  to  use  his  power  and  iufluence  to 
aboUsh  slavery  and  to  promote  commerce  and  civilisation^  I  omitted  to  state 
the  advantages  which  would  arise  if  he  had  a  port  on  this  coast  for  the  ex- 
pertatioD  of  the  interior  pt'oduce. 

In  the  first  place,  it  would  ensure  fidelity  in  the  performance  of  his  engage- 
ment ;  secondly,  he  would  willingly  be  tributary  to  the  Sultan,  who  would 
derive  revenue  and  advantages  hitherto  unknown,  and  this  poor  devoted 
country  would  once  more  be  restored  to  tranquillity.  The  port  of  Bengaze 
I  should  think  the  most  demrabie,  and  as  the  Sultan  would  not  only  get  an 
increase  of  revenue,  but  the  allegiance  of  the  country,  reason  tells  me  it  would 
be  beneficial  to  all  parties. 

The  three  points  alluded  to  I  assure  you,  my  Lord,  have  caused  in  my  mind 
a  most  lively  interest ;  but  should  my  enthusiasm  carry  me  beyond  the  bounds 
of  propriety  and  reason,  I  hope  my  zeal  will  plead  my  pardon  in  your  Lord- 
ship*8  eyes. 

I  have  StCc 
(Signed)  HANMER  WARRINGTON. 

The  Right.  Hon.  Viscour^t  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


'      No.  120. 

Cohmel  TFavrmgUm  to  Viso0unt  PalmerHon. 

Tripoli,  September  17,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  14.) 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the 
31st  of  July,  and  the  law  proouilgBted  by  the  King  of  Greece  on  the  13th  of 
March  last,  profaibicii^  the  trade  in  slaves,  and  ^assigning  penalties  for  the 
ofiences  committed  in  contravention  of  that  law. 

Your  Lordship  may  believe  that  every  attention  and  exertion  shall  be  evinced 
on  my  part  to  gtve  full  effect  to  the  glorious  object. 

I  fear  as  long  as  Turkish  vessels  prosecute  the  trade  in  slaves  there  will  be 
no  diatinution  of  the  revolting  traffic  on  this  coast* 

I  have  &cc 
(Signed)  HANMER  WARRINGTON. 

T%eRieht  Hon.  Viscount  Palmeraton,  O.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


N<K  121. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Colonel  Warrington. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30, 1841. 
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No.  122. 

Colonel  fFarrington  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Tripoli,  October  23, 1841. 

(Extract.)  (Received  November  10.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  Her  Majesty's  brig 
*'  Savage  '*  arrived  here  on  the  29th  ultimo  to  take  me  to  the  Syrtis. 

On  the  1st  instant,  not  knowing  where  Abgelleel  was,  I  addressed  No.  1  to 
him; 

No.  2  I  also  wrote  to  his  brother.  Safe  il  Nurser,  at  Beneleed,  which  was 
sent  off  by  courier. 

No.  3  is  the  answer  of  Safe  il  Nurser,  received  on  the  21st  instant,  by  which 
it  will  appear  a  further  delay  will  take  place  before  I  can  see  Abgelleel.  The 
•'Savage"  will  therefore  return  to  Malta,  but  I  hope  the  commander-in-chief 
will  allow  her  again  to  come  over. 

I  addressed  No.  4  to  Askar  Ali  Pacha,  assigning  reasons  for  visiting  the 
interior. 

When  I  receive  an  answer  to  No.  4,  a  copy  shall  be  sent  your  Lordship ;  but 
I  think  the  Pacha  will  grant  the  pass,  and  I  shall  then  see  whether  it  is  most 
advisable  to  go  direct  by  land  or  by  the  Syrtis. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  122. 

Colonel  PFiarrington  to  Sheikh  Abgelleel. 

Tripoli,  October  1,  1841. 
Nearly  four  months  since  we  had  the  pleasure  to  write  to  you  to 
ascertain  when  you  would  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Syrtis,  as  we  par- 
ticularly wished  to  see  you,  and  have  some  conversation  on  a  subject  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  your  interest,  and  to  the  general  wealth  and  prosperity. 
We  are  aware  of  your  influence,  and  of  your  liberal  and  enlightened  mind ; 
and  we  are  convinced  we  could  suggest  a  plan  which  would  tend  to  enrich 
and  civilise  the  interior,  and  to  prove  to  you  it  is  clearly  your  interest  on 
every  account,  political  and  commercial,  to  conciliate  the  good  opinion  and 
good  will  of  the  English  nation. 

This  is  a  subject  too  important  and  too  extensive  to  be  discussed  by  letter. 
I  therefore  propose  to  visit  you.  I  mentioned  that  I  had  full  power  from  my 
superiors  to  make  known  and  discuss  the  subject  to  which  I  again  allude ; 
and  I  assure  you  that  you  have  still  the  power  of  making  the  great  and  power- 
ful nation  of  England  your  friend. 

An  English  vessel  of  war  is  now  here  ready  to  convey  me  to  the  Syrtis 
whenever  I  hear  from  you.  Your  friend  Gragliuffi  is  not  yet  arrived  from 
Constantinople,  but  is  expected ;  and  I  hope  to  see  him,  that  he  may  accom- 
pany me  to  the  Syrtis. 

I  send  this  letter  open  to  your  brother,  our  friend  Safe  il  Nurser,  so  that  he 
may  write  to  say  when  you  are  likely  to  be  in  the  Syrtis.  I  know  you  have 
the  greatest  confidence  in  my  great  nation,  and  in  myself  also  ;  and  I  assure 
you  that  our  words  are  truth,  and  as  sacred  as  our  religion.  Therefore  let  no 
doubt  arise  to  induce  you  to  think  otherwise. 

Yours,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  WARRINGTON. 

The  Sheikh  Abgelleel, 
8fc.         8fc. 

Second  Enclosure  in  No.  122. 

Colonel  fFarrington  to  Sheikh  Safe  il  Nurser. 

Tripoli,  October  1,  1841. 

The  enclosed  Letter  to  your  brother  is  left  open  for  you  to  read  and 
to  forward. 
Be  kind  enough  to  inform  me  when  it  is  probable  your  brother  may  be  in 
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the  Syrtis,  as  I  may  have  the  advantage  of  being  conveyed  there  in  a  ship  of 
war  which  is  now  here. 

Write  by  return  of  the  courier,  and  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  of  your 
health  and  prosperity ;  and,  offering  my  services,  believe  me  with  sincerity 
youc  friend, 

(Signed)  H.  WARRINGTON. 

The  Sheikh  Safe  il  Nurser, 
£fc.  8fc. 


(Translation.)  Third  Enclosure  in  No.  122. 

Sheikh  Safe  il  Nurser  to  Colonel  ff^arrington. 

Your  courier  is  arrived  with  the  last  Letters,  and  we  have  forwarded 
them,  as  well  as  the  others,  to  have  the  news  in  return  j  and  since  writing  we 
received  a  courier  from  Abgelleel,  giving  us  an  account  of  Buseif  and  the  tribes 
of  the  West,  who  made  war  on  us,  and  afterwards  were  obliged  to  sue  for 
peace,  and  those  who  remained  alive  were  forgiven,  and  peace  made ;  and  they 
Decame  subjects  of  ours,  and  the  whole  tribe.  Your  Letter  by  the  first  courier 
was  forwarded  to  Abgelleel  without  our  knowing  the  contents,  and  the  last  was 
sent  also. 

You  will  soon  hear  from  him  on  the  subject  you  wish,  and,  please  God,  all 
you  wish  will  be  done ;  and  anything  coming  from  you  we  will  always  agree 
to,  and  we  hope  you  are  always  working  for  us,  as,  after  a  long  friendship,  it  is 
bad  to  desert  a  friend ;  and  do  not  neglect  to  write,  and  to  give  us  all  the 
news. 

W^e  have  &c. 
(Signed)  SAFE  NURSER  BEN  GAID. 

Colonel  Jf^arrington^ 
Sfc.  8fc. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  122. 

Colonel  Warrington  to  Askar  Ali  Pasha. 

Your  Highness,  Tripoli^  October  21,  1841. 

You  are  aware  that  the  British  Government  appointed  Mr.  Gagliufli 
Vice-Consul  and  Commercial  Agent  to  Fezzan,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Ambas- 
sador at  Constantinople  obtained  from  the  Sultan  a  firman  approving  of  the 
appointment,  and  ordering  all  in  authority,  and  all  his  subjects,  to  aid  and  assist 
Mr.  Gagliuffi  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  Circumstances  have  caused  great 
delay ;  and  as  the  present  season  is  so  favourable  to  visit  the  interior,  it  is  my 
intention  to  go  to  Fezzan  myself,  and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
establishing  a  Vice-Consul,  and  promoting  commerce  for  the  general  good ;  and 
your  Highness  may  believe  me,  as  far  as  my  influence  extends^  the  interest  of 
the  Sultan  will  not  be  forgotten. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  as  the  object  is  so  laudable  in  itself,  I  hope 
your  Highness  will  give  me  your  firman  or  passport  for  my  safety  through 
those  districts  under  your  immediate  power  and  control. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  WARRINGTON. 

His  Highness  Askar  Ali  Pasha, 
Sfc.  &c.  Sfc. 

No.  123. 

Colonel  Warrington  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Tripoli,  October  24,  1841. 

My  Lord,  (Received  December  5.) 

Yesterday  I  had  the  honour  to  address  your  Lordship,  informing 
you  of  the  steps  taken  to  open  a  communication  with  Abgelleel ;  since  which 
I  have  received  the  Letter,  Enclosure  No.  1,  from  Askar  Ali  Pacha. 
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VLtt  Majesty's  brig  **  Savage**  being  under  sail,  I  sent  a  c^j,  and  the 
Letter,  Enclosure  No.  2,  for  the  information  of  the  AdmiraL 

All  I  asked  of  the  Pacha  was  a  pass  through  the  territory  under  his  con- 
trol, and  no  reroonsibility  whatever  on  what  might  happen  beyond  the  extent 
of  his  power.  I  am  sorry  to  add  he  appears  to  do  all  he  can  to  frustrate  the 
object  of  the  appointment  of  a  Vice-consul  at  Mourzouk^  and  to  prevent  the 
great  commercial  resources  of  the  interior  being  available. 

It  appears  to  me,  my  Lord,  that  we  can  hold  communication  with  any  ter- 
ritory not  under  his  authority  without  affording  him  just  cause  of  complaint, 
particularly  so  as  the  French  lately  had  direct  communication  with  Abgelleel 
on  the  sulphur  affair ;  therefore,  slu>uld  the  Admiral  send  the  *'  Savage*'  back, 
1  will  proceed  in  her  to  the  Syrtis,  and  wHl  find  my  way  to  Abgelleel  in  the 
best  manner  I  can. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  WARRINGTON. 

The  Right  Hah.  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


(Thmslation.)  First  Enclosure  in  No.  I2S. 

Askar  AU  Pasha  to  CoUmd  fFarrington. 

Sir,  October  "23,  1841. 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and,  having  read  its  con- 
tents, we  have  to  say,  in  answer,  that,  as  to  your  intention  of  proceeding  to 
Fezzan,  we  are  very  sorry,  notwithstanding  the  friendship  we  profess  to  you, 
to  be  unaUe  for  the  present  to  agree  to  your  wishes,  owing  to  the  incon- 
veniences and  disorders  committed  still  by  the  rebel  Arabs  in  those  parts. 

And  as  you.  Sir,  as  the  representative  of  Great  Britain,  with  which  there  is 
no  doubt  of  the  good  harmony  and  friendship  actually  existing  between  your 
government  and  ours,  we  must  in  consequence,  in  discharge  of  our  duty, 
declare  to  you,  if  you  come  to  the  resolution  of  taking  such  a  disastrous  and 
dangerous  journey,  we  do  not  intend  taking  upon  ourselves  any  responsibility 
of  whatever  may  happen  to  you. 

Saluting  you,  we  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ASKAR  ALI  PACHA. 

Cokmel  Warnngtmty 
Sfc.        ^. 


Second  Encloeare  in  No.  123. 

Coknel  fFarrmgton  to  Commander  Bowker. 

Sib,  Trijpoli,  October  23, 1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Commander-in-Chief,  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  received  fipom 
Askar  Ali  Pacha,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  I  shall  be  ready  to  embark  on 
board  the  brig  "^Savage"  the  moment  she  returns  from  Malta,  to  prooeed 
forthwith  to  the  Syrtis. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  WARRINGTON. 

Commander  Bowker, 
Her  Majesty's  Brig  "  Savage"' 

No.  124. 

Colonel  Warrington  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Tripoli,  November  %  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  December  5.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  Sheikh  Abgelleel 
is  returned  to  Mourzouk,  700  miles  off,  which,  added  to  the  bad  feehng  of 
Askar  Ali  Pacha,  renders  it  impossible  to  visit  him  at  the  present  time. 
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For  further  particulars  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  refer  to  the  enclosed 
Letter  addressed  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Ommanpey. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)    '       H.WARRINGTON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T., 
Sfc.  ^c.  §c. 


Eaelesure  in  No.  134. 
Colonel  TVarrington  to  Sir  John  Ommanney. 

Sir,  Tripoli,  November  2,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  Despatch  of  the 
27th  ultuno. 

When  I  addressed  you  on  the  23rd  ultimo  I  was  in  full  belief  that  I  should 
have  heard  from  Abgelleel  before  Her  Majesty's  brig  "  Savage*'  returned  from 
Malta,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  the  case.  My  wish  to  go  to  Benoleed, 
where  Safe  il  Nurser  is,  was  my  first  object,  and  Zafran,  in  the  Syrtis,  is  the 
nearest  port,  distant  six  days,  being  two  days  more  than  from  Tripoli.'  The 
Pacha  Askar  has  gained  some  advantages  in  the  vicinity  of  Zafran,  which  would 
now  render  the  communication  difficult,  especially  when  we  see  the  Pacha  is 
so  hostile  to  it.  It  is  true  Safe  il  Nurser  would  send  horses,  camels,  &c.,  for 
me ;  but  then  he  would  conceive  the  British  flag  would  be  responsible ;  and 
of  course  it  is  my  duty  to  avoid  compromising  it  in  any  way.  The  lower  part 
of  the  Syrtis  is  under  the  control  of  Abgelleel,  but  then  the  difficulties  and  dis- 
tance renders  a  journey  impracticable. 

I  should  have  been  ready  to  embark  for  the  Syrtis  on  the  return  of  the  brig, 
had  these  circumstances  not  occurred;  but  now  I  should  consider  myself 
highly  culpable  if  I  were  to  embark  under  the  belief,  if  not  a  certainty,  that  I 
should  return  to  Tripoli  without  having  been  able  to  accomplish  the  object. 

The  fact  is,  your  Excellency,  this  Pacha  is  a  perfect  fanatic,  and  his  hatred 
to  Christianity  is  beyond  all  bounds  :  and  I  much  fear  that  during  his  reign  no 
advancement  can  be  made  in  commerce,  civilization,  or  the  bettering  the  con- 
dition of  the  suffering  slave,  all  of  which,  I  pledge  my  word,  will  be  soon  or 
late  effected. 

I  have  explained  our  position  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bowker,  and, 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  he  coincides  with  me,  that  it  would  be  folly 
to  detain  the  "  Savage,**  without  even  a  probability  of  success,  at  the  present 
time. 

I  also  now  hear  that  Abgelleel  is  returned  to  Mourzouk,  owing  to  his  son 
having  been  killed. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)        '  a  WARRINGTON. 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  John  Ommanney,  K.C.B. 
8fc.  §c.  8fc. 

No.  125. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Colonel  Warrington. 

F&reign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 

Circular  for  all  laws  upon  Slave  Trade. 
(See  No.  14.) 
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No.  126. 
Vucount  Palmerston  to  Sir  Thomas  Meade. 

Foreign  Office,  March  18,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  at 
this  office  from  the  Colonial  Department,  reporting  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  Greek  brig  ^'  Miltiadesy'  with  14  negro  slaves  on  board,  has  been 
detained  at  the  port  of  Argostolo,  in  Cephalonia. 

From  these  Papers  you  will  perceive,  that,  upon  the  examination  of  the 
persons  on  board  tne  *^  Miltiades^'  it  appeared  that  the  contract  for  the  freight 
of  13  of  these  slaves  was  made  at  the  house  of  one  Gaspari,  who  is  stated 
to  be  employed  as  British  Vice-Consul,  or  agent,  at  Goletta,  in  the  bay  of 
Tunis. 

It  appears  further,  that  Gaspari  was  present  at  this  transaction,  that  he 
was  even  proposed  as  a  guarantee  for  the  embarkation  of  the  slaves,  and  must 
have  known  of  their  embarkation. 

I  have  therefore  to  desire  that  you  will  desist  from  employing  M.  Gaspari 
any  longer  as  British  Vice-Consul  or  agent,  and  that  you  will,  at  the  same 
time,  let  him  know  the  reason  why  he  is  discharged  from  this  employment. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sir  Thomas  ReadCy 
Sfc.         Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  126. 
Mr.  Stephen  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

February  19,  1841. 
(See  p.  24.) 

No.  127. 

Sir  Thomas  Reade  to  John  Backhouse ,  Esq. 

Tunis,  February  27,  1841. 

Sir,  (Received  April  6.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
Major  Eraser,  the  secretary  of  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  of  the  Ionian 
Islands,  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  stating  that  a  Greek  brig  had  lately  been 
forced  into  the  port  of  Cephalonia  on  her  voyage  from  this  place  to  Candia ; 
That  the  Sanita  authorities  there  discovering  that  there  were  negro  slaves 
secreted  on  board,  she  was  consequently  detained. 

I  have  called  upon  M.  Gaspari,  the  agent  of  all  the  consulates  here,  sta- 
tioned at  the  Goletta,  from  wnence  all  ships  take  their  departure,  to  give  me 
every  information  in  his  power  regarding  this  case ;  and  he  informs  me  that  it 
is  not  true,  as  stated  by  the  captain  of  the  brig,  that  the  arrangement  between 
the  captain  and  the  slave-merchant  here  was  made  in  his  office  in  the  presence 
of  an  officer  commanding  a  French  corvette ;  and  that  he  knows  nothing 
whatever  regarding  the  embarkation  of  these  slaves. 

It  appears  that  this  vessel  was  furnished  with  papers  by  the  Tuscan  consu- 
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late,  nominally  under  Russian  Protection  ;  and,  as  I  have  had  the  honour  be- 
fore of  reporting  to  you,  that  it  is  from  the  Tuscan  consulate  alone  that  ships 
with  slaves  onboard  have  received  their  papers,  except  in  one  solitary  instance 
of  a  Sardinian  vessel,  which  I  mentioned  in  my  Despatch,  dated  the  29th  of 
June  last,  in  which  Despatch  I  likewise  stated  that  Mr.  Gaspari  had  informed 
me  that  he  had  received  orders  from  the  Tuscan  Consul  not  to  place  any  more 
blacks  upon  ships'  papers  furnished  by  that  consulate,  but  that  he  received  no 
further  instructions  whatever;  and,  therefore,  it  appears  very  clear  to  me,  that 
the  mere  order  not  to  place  the  names  of  blacks  in  the  papers  is  not  sufficient 
to  check  this  infamous  traffic.  I  myself  have  given  directions  to  Mr.  Gaspari, 
from  the  first,  that  he  was  not  upon  any  account  whatever  to  place  confidence 
in  the  assertions  of  the  captains,  of  Greek  vessels  or  others,  furnished  with 
pa[>ers  firom  the  British  Consulate,  ^*  that  they  had  not  slaves  on  board,"  but 
that  he  was  himself  to  visit  the  vessels  strictly,  upon  their  departure,  to  put  it 
beyond  a  doubt  that  no  slaves  were  absolutely  embarked,  and  that,  if  he  had 
any  reason  to  suspect  that  any  were  secreted  on  board,  or  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  captain  to  take  them  on  board  after  sailing  from  the  Goletta, 
he  was  upon  no  account  whatever  to  permit  the  vessel  to  sail,  but  to  bring  the 
captain  to  me  immediately ;  and  unless  similar  orders  are  given  to  Mr.  Gas- 
pari from  every  Consulate  here,  I  fear  that  slaves  will  continue  to  be  conveyed 
from  this  in  Greek  vessels,  except  such  as  are  provided  with  papers  from  the 
British  Consulate.  If  Mr.  Gaspari  had  been  furnished  with  such  instructions 
it  is  impossible  that  the  slaves  in  question  could  have  been  embarked  on  board 
the  Greek  brig  named  in  Major  Eraser's  letter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  READE. 

J.  BachhousCy  Esq., 
Sfc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  127» 

The  Secretary  of  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  to  Sir  T.  Reade. 

Sir,  Corju,  January  22,  1841. 

A  BRIG  called  the  *'  Milziade^  under  Greek  colours  and  bound  from 
Tunis  to  Candia,  was  lately  driven  into  the  harbour  of  Cephalonia.  The 
Sanita  authorities  there  discovering  that  there  were  negro  slaves  secreted  on 
board,  she  was  detained,  and  the  circumstance  reported  to  me  for  the  informa* 
tion  of  the  Lord  High  Commissioner. 

From  the  proceedings  in  this  case  it  appears  that  the  arrangement  between 
the  captain  of  the  brig  and  the  slave-merchant  at  Tunis  was  actually  made  in 
the  office  of  Signer  Gaspari,  who  is  employed  by  you  and  several  other  con- 
suls as  agent  at  the  Goletta,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  officer  commanding  a 
French  corvette. 

I  have  therefore  been  directed  by  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  to  inform 
you  of  this  circumstance,  in  order  that  you  may  take  such  measures  as  you 
may  think  proper  in  regard  to  Mr.  Gaspari. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  FRASER, 

Secretary  to  the  Lord  High  Commissioner. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(Signed)  T.  READE. 

Sir  Thomas  Reade^ 

£fc.        8fc. 

No.  128. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  T.  Reade. 

Foreign  Office,  May  8,  1841. 

Circular  against  holding  or  being  interested  in  Slave  Property. 

(See  No.  43.) 
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No;  129. 

iSir  ThomMyReade  ta  VimountFalmer^tbn. 

Tunii,  April  30,  1841. 

Mcp  Load,.  (ReodvedJune 8.} 

I  HATB  long  been  seetiin]^  a  favourable  opportunity  to  converse  with  hia 
ffighness  the  Bfey  upon  the  subjectr  of  slavery  exiBting  in  diisiRegency,  in  order 
to  indme'him  to  put  Mme  sort  of  check  upon  it,  however  firifliDg^in  the  first 
instance!;  andlhav^  used  every  possible  influence  which  I  possess  with  the 
principal  Moore  about  thef  Bey  to  persuade  them)  to  nsmltsr  me  some  asBistance 
in  the  ob^ct  I  had  in^  tiew ;-  but  seeing  all  my  exertionsi'  thrown  aiway  in  wf 
necourae'  to  these  Moors,  and  finding  yesterday  a  j;oBod.  opaening^  for  mentionii^ 
tUe  subject  myself  peiwnally  to  hvs  Highness^  iTctidi  nott  &il  to:  avail  mysdfi 
of  it. 

1  €fX|flainedt  to  hk  Hig4iiiiess  thatmoi^  of  the  European  Powders  had  eorae;  ta 
a'  fi^ed  resolution  tb  omit  no  uieam^  or  efifort^  to  put  »  final  step  to*  the  infkmoua 
tmffic  of  dealing  iiK  slaves  j  s«d  I  was  proiu*  tD>  say  that  Great  Brrtain  had  ever 
been  the  fommost.  to  bring*  ahmn  thi»  most  himiane  and  desirable  object,  to 
obtain  which  she  had  made  greater  socrifiiciK?  tkisa  any  other  otsftiom 

I  sta^  t&  his  Mighnese  %at  in  was  a  subiect  of  die*  deepest  iegret.  to  my 
Gbvernment  to'find  that  such  faeiiities  had  hitherto  existed,  hi:  transporting 
staves  from  this  Regency  tO't&e  oi^eii  Turkish:  poseesiuns  ;^  and  I  ventured  to 
assure  his  Highness  that,  if  he  could  find,  any  possible  methodi  of  checking  ity  it 
would,  I  was  convinced,  be  truly  gratifying  not  only  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment Itself,  but  to  the  British  nation  generally;  and  it  is  with  the  highest  satis- 
faction that  1  now  have  the. honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  his-  Higbisess» 
after  having  listened  most  attentively  to  my  suggestions,  said,  '^  1  will  ioune- 
diately  comply  with  your  wishes,  and  do  everything  in  my  power  to  put  a  stop 
not  only  to  the  exportation  of  slaves,  but  to  slavery  altogether." 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  to  your  Lordship  the  feelings  of  unbounded 
gratification  which  I  felt  at  the  moment  his  Highness  replied  to  me ;  and  in 
off'ering  mv  sincere  acknowledgments  to  him  for  the  prompt  and  noble  manner 
with  whlcn  he  bad  met  my  views,  1  assured  him  that  I  could  likewise  venture 
to  offer  to  him^  in  antieipatioa,  the  same  feelings  of  satis&diion  on  the  part  of 
your  Lordship. 

After  leaving  the  palace  o£  the  Bey,  I  had  not  returned  to  my  bouse  more 
than,  tvro  hours<  when  I  received  a  Letter  from  his  Highness  on  the  subject;  and 
I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  it,  with  its  translation,  as  well  as  a^copy  of  my 
answer  in  acknowledgi{>g  tne  receipt  of  it 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  his  Highness  has  not  only  prohibited  the 
exportation  of  slaves,  but  has  also  liberated  every  slave  in  his  awn  establish- 
ment, and  has  promised  ta  use  every  possible  means  in  bis  power  to  put  an  end 
to  slavery  altogether. 

It  is  a  Letter,  I  cooesive,  which  does  the  neatest  honour  to  the  Bey,  for  I 
look  upo»  it  as  the  death-blow  to  slavery  in  this  Regency ;  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered how  obstinately  his  Highness  would  have  been  opposed^  had  he  previ- 
ously communicated  his  intentions,  in  however  slight  a  degree,  to  the  principal 
Moors  about  him,  syany  of  whom  possess  immense  property  in  slaves,  or  possi- 
bly in  the  case  of  bis  having  referred  the  question  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  he 
merits,  in  my  opinion,  every  possible  encomium  that  can  be  bestowed  upon 
him«. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  informing  your  Lordship  how  much  I  am  indebted 
to  the  Chevalier  Raffb  for  the  warm  and  effective  assistance  I  received  from  him 
upon  the  occasion.  In  fact,  he  seconded  and  supported  my  suggestions  in  the 
most  ample  manner;  and  I  have  now  only  to  trust  that  my  conduct  on  this 
occasion  will  meet  with  your  Lordship's  approbation. 

I  have,  &c* 
(Signed)  T.  READE. 

Tk€  Right  Htm.  f^ount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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JFirst  Enclosure  in  JJo.  139. 

'(TpanslaticMi.) 

The  Bey  of  Tunis  to  Sir  T.  Reade, 

J>e  la  part  du  serviteair  de  JHeu,  Ahmed  Bassa  Bey,  'Prince  du  Gouveruieinent'Tu- 
nisien,  a  notre  Alli6  le  Chevalier  Thomag  Reade,  Consul-General  de.Sa  Majeslfe 
Britannique  a  Tunis. 

Ensuite deiatsonveraatiQin  que noua avoDS  «u  ausujet  de J'embarqueniaqt d'^- 
claves  n^gres  pour  en  faire  connaerce,  nous  davons  vous  ifaire  conndttcej  6  lOotre 
ami,  que  les  priacipes  saci^  de  la  er^alion.sy  irefusentitat  :notre,Q0»ur  bat.de  piti^ 
•toutes  les  fois  que  uqus  en  ^ooutons  le  r^t. 

Quant  a  nous,  jdans  notice  indiyiduel,  nous  navons.pasim^metun  feaclaye^selonl^s 
:lois  qui  regardent. la: servitude  des  esdave^,  qu'on  vend  at.qn't^n.a^b^te'COixuue^'ils 
i^taient  des  animaiix;  parceque  dans  notre  religion  les  rastrietions  it  pei9nji(t:SP0t 
'si  s^veres,  quril«ei?end  tfte:(Ufficile  d-en  maintenir  l^s  .eoAditions. 

Nous  fiommes  du  n«nbre  de-ceux  qui  admirent  .1^  qpinions  duGoMvernemmt 
Anglais  a  ce  sujet ;  etia  notre  a  ce  propos  est  en  accord- avec  celles  de.  notre.  aoM, 
le  parfait,le  politicien>le.Ministre,  Lord  Palmerston,  et  je  la  regarde  comme  un  effet 
deNsa  perfection  et  de  la  boote  de  $a  morale. 

Nous  defendons  done  k  present  Texportation  d'esdaves  de^notrCiH^ganoe  pour 
en  faire  un  commerce. 

Nous  dirigerons  notre  attention  k  afiaiblir  ce  commerce,  qusqu'aux  dernieres 
limites  de  nos  eflForts ;  et  puisse  Dieu  extii:per.ce  trafic  du  monde ! 

Nous  en  esperons.  la  recompense  du  Dieu  qui  nous  cr^a  et  qui  les  crea,  et  qiii 
accorda  a  tons  le  don  du  jugement,  Notre  aesir  est  que  vous  fassiez  connaitre  a 
notre  ami'le  Ministre  susdit  le  contenu  de  notre  prfesente  lettre. 

.  Conservez  vous  tians  la  croyance  de  Dieu' ! 

'Eerite  le  9  de^Rabih,  »1257. 
(20  Avril, '18410 

(Translation,) 

On  the  partof  tke  lensantof  .Grod,.Aho»edBaasa  Sey>  Pri«^  ^of  the  Govecnwent 
of  Tunis,  to  our  Ally  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  Her  Britaimic  ;Maje^y's  sCgywul- 
Oeneral  .at  Tunis. 

ATTBRrthe  conversation  we^have'had'Oirtbes«ibj«et  of  Uie  sbipmcnti^f  ni^o 
slaves  for  purposes  of  commerce,  we  must  cKsquaint  you,  0  friend, 'that  the  isacred 
principles  of  creation  are 'repugnant*  to  it,  <and  our' heart  throbs  with » pity  ^whenever 
we  hear  mention  made  of  it. 

As  for  ourselves  individually,  we  have  Mt^a  single  eAarve,  aecoitliiig)to  the.iafv 
.relative' to*  the  servitude  of  slaves,  v^bo-are  pun^hased-aad  sdld^as  if  tbey.wepevani- 
mals/because  in  ourreligion  the  restrietions  on  the  «ubjeet^are  so  ;sever&.that  it  (jis 
very  dificillt^to  preserve  the  conditions. 

We  are  6f  iKe-mnAber  dfithose  who  admire  the^opinions'^f'tl^  Bnglii^.ijiOTittm- 
ment  relative  to  this  sttbject;  and  ours  are  in€icoordaQceiwith  those^of  ;a(urfrtend> 
the  perfect,  the  politician,  and  minister,  Lord  Palmerston;  and  Ifloolouponvtlmn 
as  an  effect. of. his  perfection  and  the  goodness  of  his  principles. 

We,  therefore,  irom  the  present  time,  prohibit  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  our 
H[tegeBey  for  the-  purpeeefr  ef  eommoree. 

We  will  direct  our  attention  to  the  means  of  enfeebling  this  commerce  to  the 
utmost  limits  of  our  efforts,  and  pray' God  to  extirpate  it  from  the  world ! 

We  trust  that  God,  who  'cras^  us  and  them,  and  who  bestowed  the  gift  of 
judgment  upon  all,  will  reward  us  for  it.  We  desire  you  will  communicate  to  our 
friend/ theabove-named  minister,  the  contents  of  this  letter. 

Cantimie  in  the  b^ef  of  God ! 

Written  on  the  9th  of  Rabib,  1257. 
(2ffth  of  April,  1S41,) 


Seconfd'Enfclosure  in 'No.  Wd. 

Sir  tTfunnas. Beade^  to:tie iBey.  of  Tunis. 
Amsema,  •  "    ^    Xmis,  ^Oj4priie,  1041. 

PocHi  furono  gli  awenimenti  dfeUa^mia  vita,  cbe  «i*  inspkarano  una  gicga 
eguale  a  quella  da  me  risentita,  alia  ricezione  della  lettera  <li  cm  1' Alteiaa  Vaetra 
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mi  ha  onorato  in  data  di  jeri,  e  non  so  trovare  nessuno  che  potesse  reflettere  tanta 
gloria  al  suo  nome>  quanto  i  sentimenti  ivi  espressi. 

La  prontezza  colla  quale  T  Altezza  Vostra  abbracci^  Tidea  di  proibire  Tesporta- 
zione  di  schiavi  dal  suo  regno,  e'  degna  della  bonta'  del  suo  cuore,  delle  migiiore 
pagine  della  storia  ;  corrisponde  alle  niie  nozioni  del  suo  carattere,  e  prova  quanto 
il  suo  spirito  sia  superiore  agli  elementi  su  aci  regna. 

Possa  I'Altezza  Vostra  promuovere  sempre  la  felicita  del  suo  popolo,  compiere 
tutti  i  miglioramenti  ch'  ella  ha  in  vista,  e  seguire  infine  Timpulsione  del  suo  curore, 
estirpando  dai  suoi  stati  il  commercio  sul  genere  umano ! 

L  ammirazione  dell'  universo  ricompenserk  I'Altezza  Vostra  dei  suoi  sforzi 
nella  causa  dell'  umanita ;  e  I'approvazione  della  sua  coscienza  fara  eco  alia  grati-^ 
tudine  del  mondo  civilizzato,  alle  benedizioni  di  una  infelice  schiatta. 

Gradisca  intanto  I'Altezza  Vostra  i  miei  voti  per  la  sua  ruiscita  in  una  carriera 
uguale  ai  progressi  del  mondo,  e  de^na  del  suo  genio :  e  finche  Lord  Palmerston 
non  mi  onori  dei  suoi  comandi  speciali  sul  proposito>  mi  permetta  I'Altezza  Vostra 
di  esprimerle  tutta  la  simpatia  e  la  stima,  one  va  ad  aggiungersi  dalla  sua  presente 
misura  all'  amicizia  del  Governo  di  S.  M.  verso  I'Altezza  v  ostra. 

Ho  Tonore,  &c. 
(Firmato)  T.  READE. 

(True  Copy.— T.  Reade.) 


(Translation.) 
Your  Highness,  Tunis,  April  ^Q^  1841. 

Few  events  of  my  life  have  inspired  me  with  a  joy  equal  to  what  I  felt 
on  the  receipt  of  the  letter  with  which  your  Highness  honoured  me,  dated  yester- 
day, and  I  know  of  nothing  that  can  reflect  so  much  glory  upon  your  name  as  the 
sentiments  therein  expressed. 

The  promptness  with  which  your  Highness  embraced  the  idea  of  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  slaves  from  your  Regency  is  worthy  of  the  goodness  of  your 
heart,  and  of  being  recorded  in  the  best  pages  of  history :  it  agrees  with  my  notions 
respecting  your  character,  and  proves  how  much  your  spirit  is  superior  to  the 
elements  over  which  you  reign. 

May  your  Highness  ever  promote  the  happiness  of  your  people,  complete  all  the 
improvements  you  have  in  view,  and  finally  follow  the  impulse  of  your  heart,  in 
extirpating  from  your  dominions  the  trade  in  the  human  species ! 

The  admiration  of  the  universe  will  recompense  your  Highness  for  your  efforts 
in  the  cause  of  humanity  ;  and  the  approbation  of  your  conscience  will  re^ho  the 
gratitude  of  the  world  and  the  blessings  of  an  unhappy  race. 

Accept,  your  Highness,  in  the  mean  time,  my  prayers  for  your  rise  in  a  career 
prportioned  to  the  progress  of  the  world,  and  worthy  of  your  genius.  And  until 
Lord  Palmerston  shall  honour  me  with  his  special  commands  on  the  subject,  per- 
mit me,  your  Highness,  to  express  to  you  all  the  sympathy  and  esteem  which  your 
})resent  measure  will  add  to  the  friendship  Her  Majesty  s  Government  entertains 
or  your  Highness. 

I  have,  &€• 
(Signed)  T.  READE. 

■— — — — ^— — — ■  ■!         I  III  1    I  I     I  > 

No.  130. 

^r  Thomas  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Tunis,  May  12,  1841. 
(Extract.)  {Received  June  8.) 

Since  my  Despatch  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  have  had  a  convei-sation  with 
the  Chevalier  Raffo,  and  he  has  assured  me  that  the  Bey,  according  to  his  promise, 
has  already  issued  strict  orders  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  his  do- 
minions, and  that  His  lligliness  has  liberated  the  wliole  of  the  slaves  of  his  own 
establishment.  The  Chevaher  remarked  to  me,  "  That  this  is  only  the  beginning 
of  the  affair :  you  will  see  that  His  Highness  will  keep  his  word  faithfully,  and 
that,  if  he  had  it  in  his  power,  he  would  at  once  liberate  every  slave  in  the  Regency. 
But  unfortunately  he  is  not  rich  enough  to  do  so.  He  is  determined,  however,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  Slave  Trade." 
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No.  131. 

discount  Palmerston  to  Sir  Thomas  Reade. 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  June  22,  1841. 

Your  Despatch  of  the  12th  ultimo  has  been  received  and  laid  before  the 
Queen;  and  I  have  received  Her  Majesty's  commands  to  desire  that  you  will  thank 
His  Highness  the  Bey  of  Tunis  in  the  most  handsome  terms  for  the  steps  he  has 
taken  to  abolish  Slave  Trade  and  slavery  within  his  regency.  You  will  assure  the 
Bey  that  nothing  could  tend  to  interest  the  English  nation  in  his  favour  so  strongly 
as  a  continuance  in  this  course^  and  as  the  complete  abolition  of  slavery  in  we 
regency  of  Tunis. 

You  will  state  that  His  Highness  may  confidently  rely  upon  the  friendship  and 

;ood  offices  of  England  as  long  as  he  pursues  the  wise  and  prudent  course  which 

le  has  hitherto  followed. 


No.  132. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  Thomas  Reade. 

Sir  *  Foreign  Office,  June  23,  1841. 

With  reference  to  the  doubt  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  27th  February 
last,  whether  Mr.  Nyssen  had  any  authority  from  the  Russian  Government  to  act 
as  Russian  Consul  at  Tunis,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you^  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Mr.  Bloomfield,  Her  Majesty's  acting  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary at  St.  Petersburgh^  upon  this  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 

Sir  Thomas  Reade,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

SfC.  Sf€. 


Enclosure  in  No.  132, 

Mr.  Blownfidd  to  discount  Palmerston,  dated  May  29,  1841. 
(SeeCkssCNo.  115.) 

No.  133. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  T.  Reade. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31,  184L 
Circular  transmitting  Greek  law  prohibiting  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  44.) 

No.  134. 

Sir  r*  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Tunis,  June  4,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  August  9.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
dated  the  18th  of  March  last,  directing  me  to  desist  from  employing  M.  Gaspari 
as  my  agent  at  the  Goletta,  in  consequence  of  his  name  being  implicated  in  an 
embarkation  of  slaves  from  this  place,  on  board  a  Greek  vessel  called  the  *'  MU^ 
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tiadesy'  and  I  beg  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  those  instructions  have  been  car- 
ried into  eflfect. 

In  communicating  them  to  M .  Gaspari,  I  pointed  out  to  him  the  absolute  neces- 
sity which,  in  my  opinion,  existed  ftn*  clearing  his  name  from  this  improper  trans- 
action. But  I  regret  to  say  that  up  to  this  moment,  although  he  denies  having 
had  anything  to  do  in  it/he  has  not  produced  to  me  any  testimony  sufficient  to 
^cxilpate' himself;  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  there  was  a  tdtalwant  of  vi^- 
lance  on  'the  occasion  of  the  slaves  being  embarked  on  'board  the^Greek  brig 
''Miltiades  ;^'  foT  if*the  Tuscan  Consul,  from  whose  consalate  the 'veesel  nww 
despatched,  *had  given  decisive  and  rigorous  orders  to  M.  -Graspari,  bs  mentioned  in 
my  I)espatch  of  the  27th  of  February  last,  it  could  not  have  happened.  By.tfais^ 
^however,  I  do  not  mean  to  state  ithat  M.  ^Gaspari  was  the  less  blameslble — because 
I  myself,  during  the  two  years  previous  to  this  transaction,  had  not  failed  »to  'call 
him^before  niB  very  frequently  indeed,  to  caution,  and  recommend 'him,  »in  the 
strongest  manner,  *to  use  every  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  'the  enitbarifalien  of 
slaves,  and  not  to  shut  his  eyes  upon  such  proceedings. 

In  a  conversation  I  have  had  with  the  Chevalier  Kaffo,  he  informed  me  that  M. 
Gaspari  had  applied  to  the  Minister  of  the  Bey,  to  obtain  for* him  from  the  mer- 
chant who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  slaves  embarked  in  the  "  Miltiades/*  a  certifi- 
cate stating  that  he,  M.  Gaspari,  was  not  implicated  in  the  transaction. 

The  Minister,  in  consequence,  asked  the  merchant  to  furnish  a  certificate,  which 
he  has  done;  but  in  place  of  affording  that  aid  which  M.  Gaspari  sought  for,  to 
exculpate  himself,  it,  on  the  contrary,  states  decidedly  that  the  slaves  were  embarked 
with  the  knowledge  and  even  by  the  means  of  M.  Gaspari. 

I  was  so  much  surprised  at  this  information  that  I  thought  It  necessary  to  make 
inquiries  in  other  quarters,  whether  slaves  had  been  embariced  upon  other  oeea- 
sjons;  and  I  am  informed  by  a  person,  who  I  conceive  has  good  opportonities  of 
Staining  such  inlformation,  that  slaves  hare  'frequently  been  embarked  from  this 
for  Algiers;  and  that  the  Algerine  agent  nominated  by  the  Bey,  stationed  here, 
has  kept  a  regular  regiWer  of  such  as  have  been  embarked.  I  have  endeavoured 
tat)btam  a  eel'tifiiedi  extract  from,  this  agent's  register,  but  hav.e  not  .been  able  .to 
do  so. 

My  informant,  however,  says  he  saw  the  register,  and  he  recollects  the  four  fol- 
lowing instances  contained  in  it : — 

No.  1 .  The  French  brig  schooner  "  La  CloTinde^''  Captain  J.  P.  Asibert,  sailed 
from  Tunis  the  1st  of  September,  1839. 

No.  2.  The  Neapolitan  tartan  '' St.  Pemsmo/'  Captain.  Arcangelo  Scotto,  sailed 
the  25th  of  September,  1839. 

No.  3.  The  Sardinian  brig  ^^  G^tMife«a,"  Captain  .Pellegro  Berlingeri,  sailed  the 
31gt  of  October,  1839. 

-No.  4.  .The  same  brig-«uledihe  28th  of  March,  1840. 

And  he  states  that  the  whole  of  these  four  vessels  are  marked  in  the  agent*s 
register  as  having  had  slaves  on  board.  This  being  the  case,  I  much  fear  that 
other  instances  have  ocenrred,  and  whickhave  been  kept » from  my  knowledge  by 
M.  Gaspari ;  for  I  conceive  it  to  have  been  impossible  that  slaves  could  have  been 
thus  conveyed  away  without  his' being  acquainted  with  it. 

I  regret  4iiuch  toadd,  tbatil  have  heard,  that  slaves  are  admitted  into  the  posses- 
sions occupied  by  the  French  in  the  Algerine  territory  without  difficulty  ;  and  it 
is  a  fact,  I  believe,  which  can  be  xiepend^  iipon,  that  a  French  merchant  in  this 
•  place,,  named  Carcassonne,  boasted  of  having  sent  slaves  for  sale  to  Constantine  by 
land,  a  short  time  previous  to  the  regulations  lately  established  by  the  Bey, 
reported  in  my  Despatch  of  the  30th  of  April  ultimo,  by  which  he  had  gained  cent 
per  cent, 

*IhaTe,.&c. 


(Signed)  T.  READE. 


'TheJUghVHon.  Fiscmint  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 

'Sfc.  8fc.  £fc. 
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No.  13& 

/SSfr  T.  Reade.  to  Viscount  Kalmerstan, 

Tunis,  August  10,  1«41'. 
My  Lord,  {Received  September  9.) 

I.  HAVE  the  Honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship  s  Despatch 
dated:  the  2Snd'  of  June,  and  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  lost  no  time  in  wait- 
ing upon  the  Bey,  to  convey  Her  Majesty's  thanks  to  His  HighnesB>  a»  directed  by 
your  Lordship's  Despatch. 

His  Highness,  upon  receiving  the  communication,  appeared  to  me  to  be  ratified 
and  pleased  beyond  measure  j  and  after  desiring  me  to  state  to  your  Lordship  how 
deeply  sensible!  he  was  of  the  condescension  of  Her  Majesty,  he  emphatically 
remarked — '^  I  have  had  enormous  difficulties^  to  encounter  in  this  affair;  I  am 
drtermined,  however,  to  carry  it  out  to  the  fullest  extent ;  and  1  trust  that  in  a  very 
short  time  you  wilP  be  enabled  to  report  to  your-  Government  the*  result,  which  I 
am  sure  cannot  fiif  to  be  satisfactory  tx)  Her  Majesty." 

i  ha¥e  no  doubt  whajteicar  but  th^.  Bey  will  put  a  tx)tal  stop  to  slavery  m  every 
skGifia ;,  but  of  coui;se  it.nuistse^uire  somjs  little;  time^  opppsed.ashe  is*,  to  bring,  the 
nurtter  to  a  oojupletioou 

He  has  already  effeetually  ^pped  the  ex]^rtatix)n  of  skives ;  and  he  has  givea 
notioe  to  the  siave-dealers^.  that  a&dc  the  arrival  of  some  slaves,  for  whicb  they  had 
sent  commissions  previous  to  His  Highness's  first  steps,  every  black  person  touching; 
his.temitories  should  be  free.  Voc  my  own  part  I  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship 
that  I  shall  omit  no  exertions  to  carry  your  Lordship's  wishes  into  enect,.  and  bring 
thft  affiur  to  aJbf^y,  terminmion.. 

I  hare,  &c. 

(Sigped)  T.  READE. 

TheRigta  Hem.  VUwunt  Pulm^rston^  a.aBl, 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


No.  136. 

Sin  T.  Beada  ta  ViAcw^nl  Paimerston.. 

Tunis,  September  T,  184T. 
My  Lord,  {Received  Oatober  14.) 

In  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  10th  of  August,  I  have  now  the  great 
satisfaction  of  transmitting  herewith  tlie  translation  of  a  letter  which  I  received 
yesterday  from  his  Highness  the  Bey,  by  which  your  lordship  will  perceive  that  his 
Highness  has  abolished  the  public  slave  market,  the  buildings  of  which  have  been 
pulled  down,  and  also  the  sale  of  slaves  in  any  public  manner. 

This  important  step,  in  my  opinion,  (smnot  tail  to  lead,  and  that  in  a  veiy  short 
time,  to  the  total  and  entire  destruction  of  slavery  in  this  regency  in  conformity 
with  his  Highness's  promise. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  in  sufficient  terms  the  indescribable  satisfac- 
tion I  feel  Ifib  becoming  the  medium  of  the  humane  sentiments  of  the  Bfey.  At 
an  audience  which  I  had  with  his  Highness  this  morning,  he  pointed  out  to  me 
his  expectation  of  disBgreeaiUle  opposition  to  the  measures  he  had  adopted,  on  the 
mrt  oi  the  Sublime  Fbrte;  but  thaA  he  confidently  trusted  to  the  good  offi/sesof 
England  to  support  hi»:  and  I  therefore  bopa  your  L^rdship'  wiU' excuse,  the  liberty 
I  take,  by  reeonmiending;  in  tiie  strongest  manner  possible,  the  Bey-  to  thi^  most 
&fou]»bJe  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  in  case  hh  Highness's-  sus^ 
picions  should  be  realised. 

I  feel  myself  thus  the  more  forcibly  called  upon  to.  soIidA  it  for  bim.  upon  ^is 
occasion,  having  no  doubt  that  his  Hidbness  1ms  undertaken  to  adppt  measures  for 
the  eBitire  destructkm  of  slamry  in  his  dominfoosy.  from  his.  sincere  regard  and 
esteen  for  the  British  Go^nerttmsiit ;  sad  it  is  quite  mamfest.  that  Im  tn^fii^w^lwm 
iaermed  m  ft  twofold  maBoer  ainee  the  arrival  of  your  Iior<fehJ|^'&  DespaAql^  q{  the 
22nd  of  June,  uriiich  holds  ool,  so  gveak  aft  emowNkS^a^iA  to  hvu. 

It  is  vcay  diflfieuh  to  descaribe  the  aensatkya  wliidi>  thit  de«b:i|(^]fm  Qf  th«r  lA^^ 
HnrlBet  has  created  m  Tunis. 
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The  poor  slaves  are  almost  frantic  with  joy;  and  although  their  proprietors  seem 
disposed  to  remonstrate  with,  or  in  some  manner  oppose  the  Bey,  I  feel  no  doubt 
whatever,  from  my  knowledge  of  his  Highness's  firm  character,  that  he  will  over- 
come these  remonstrances  and  opposition  without  much  difficulty. 

I  beg  to  enclose  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  conceived  proper  to  send  to  his 
Highnesses  letter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  READE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  8fC.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  136. 

The  Bey  of  Tunis  to  Sir  T.  Reade. 

De  la  part  du  Serviteur  de  Dieu,  Ahmed  Bassa  Bey,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  a  notre  Alli6  le 
Chev.  Thomas  Reade,  Consul  G6n6ral  du  Gouvernement  Anglais  a  Tunis* 

Vous  savez  combien  le  commerce  du  genre  humain  nous  pesait^  et  combien 
il  contrariait  nos  sentimens;  notre  piti^  en  vers  les  pauvres  esclaves  n'a  point  cess^ 
d'animer  nos  sollicitudes  pour  affaiblir  ce  commerce,  et  pour  alleger  son  poids. 
Nous  avons  jugfe  bien  d*abolir  les  ventes  dans  le  march6,  oA  le  crieur  public  les 
marchandait  comme  des  animaux,  dans  Tunis  notre  capitale  aussi  bien  que  dans 
toute  la  Regence. 

Nous  avons  fait  cesser  le  droit  qui  nous  revenait  sur  leur  vente,  et  nous  Tavons 
annuUfee  d'entre  les  rentes  de  notre  Gouvernement. 

Nous  avons  6crit  dans  ce  sens  h  toutes  les  parties  de  la  Regence.  Dieu  sait 
r^tat  de  ces  pauvres  gens  lorsque  le  crieur  public  les  exposait  en  vente  dans  le 
march6 !-— et  cela  dans  le  seul  objet  de  r^tirer  les  droits  fixes  dans  leur  vente : 
quoiqu'une  rente  semblable  devrait  Stre  m^prisee  par  les  gens  qui  pensent  avee 
humanite. 

Cette  partie  du  genre  humain  devrait  cependant  jouir  plus  de  consideration  que 
le  reste  des  animaux.  Celle-ci  sera,  si  Dieu  le  permettra^  une  occasion  d*elever 
leur  malheureuse  situation  d'esclaves;  en  ce  que  elle  ne  causera  point  de  perte  au 
capital  de  leur  proprietaire ;  et  que,  par  la  volont^  de  Dieu,  dans  peu  de  tems,  la 
mesure  sera  au  comble  par  Vabolition  de  cette  espSce  de  propri^te  de  notre  R6gence 
entiSre.  En  attendant,  notre  empSchement  de  les  vendre,  notre  sympathie  a  leur 
etat,  et  Tallegement  de  leur  esclavage,  nous  y  conduira  avec  Taide  de  Dieu.  Nous 
avons  participe  k  vous  seul  cette  nouvelle,  connaissant  I'accord  de  vos  sentimens 
avec  les  notres  a  ce  propos. 

Conservez  vous  dans  la  croyance  de  Dieu, 

12  Regeb.  1257, 
(6  Septembre,  1841.) 
(Translation.)  (Sign6)  T.  READE. 


(Translation.) 

On  the  part  of  God's  servant,  Ahmed  Bassa  Bey,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  to  our  Ally  Sir 
Tnomas  Reade,  Consul-General  of  the  English  Government  at  Tunis. 

You  are  aware  how  painful  the  trade  in  the  human  species  was  to  us,  and 
how  contrary  it  was  to  our  feelings  ;  our  pity  for  the  poor  slaves  has  not  ceased  to 
excite  our  solicitude  towards  weakening  that  trade,  and  reducing  its  weight.  We 
have  thought  proper  to  abolish  their  sale  in  the  market,  where  the  public  crier 
disposed  of  them  as  of  cattle,  in  Tunis  our  capital  as  well  as  throughout  the 
Regency. 

We  nave  ceased  to  levy  the  duty  which  accrued  to  us  on  their  sale,  and  have 
expunged  it  out  of  the  revenues  of  our  government. 

We  have  written  to  that  effect  to  all  parties  in  the  Regency.  Grod  knows  the 
state  of  these  poor  people  when  the  public  crier  exposed  them  for  sale  in  the  market ! 
— and  that  for  the  sole  object  of  deducting  the  fixed  duties  upon  their  sale,  although 
such  a  revenue  ought  to  be  despised  by  persons  of  humane  sentiments. 

This  portion  of  the  human  species  ought  nevertheless  to  enjoy  a  greater  degree 
of  consideration  than  other  animals  !    The  present  shall  be,  God  willing,  an  oocar 
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sion  for  raising  them  above  their  unhappy  condition  of  slaves,  in  all  such  cases  as 
shall  occasion  no  loss  to  the  capital  of  their  owners,  and  in  a  short  time  the  mea- 
sure shall  be  complete  by  the  abolition  of  this  species  of  property  throughout  the 
whole  of  our  Regency.  In  the  mean  time  our  prohibition  of  their  sale,  our  sympathy 
for  their  condition,  and  their  relief  from  slavery,^will,  with  God's  assistance,  further 
our  views.  We  have  acquidnted  you  only  with  these  news,  knowing  that  your 
feelings  accord  with  ours  on  this  subject. 

Continue  in  the  belief  of  God. 

12  Regeb,  1257. 
(6th  September,  1841.) 
(Signed)  T.  READE. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  136. 


Sir  Thomas  Reade  to  the  Bey  of  Tunis. 
Altezza,  Tunis,  Settembre  7, 1841. 

Se  in  altra  occasione  ho  appena  trovato  termini  per  esprimerle  la  mia 
ammirazione,  gli  atti  ch'  ella  esercita  sembrano  non  tendere  che  ad  aumentare  il 
mio  imbarazzo. 

Per  disposizione  di  V.  A.  il  negro  non  e  piA  esportato,  il  mare  piA  non  gem  del 
nefando  commercio  del  genere  umano ;  per  suo  ordine  se  ne  cessa  la  vendita 
pubblica ;  e  per  sua  promessa^  la  Reggenza  non  e  lungi  dall'  essere  sgravata  dalla 
schiavitii. 

Quanti  titoli  alia  riconoscenza  del  mondo ! 

Altezza,  V  emancipazioue  dei  negri  varra  alia  gloria  di  V.  A.  piii  della  conquista 
di  un  regno. 

La  debolezza  dei  negri»  o  la  crudelt&  dell'  uomo,  sigillavano  il  loro  destino  e 
gli  riducevano  alia  condizione  di  bruti ;  il  costume  gli  prestava  la  forza  che  suole 
appartenere  alia  legalita.  Ma  11'  universo  vedra  a  sua  consolazione,  che  talvolta 
nasce  chi  sk  corrispondere  alle  intenzioni  del  Greatore,  rendendo  bianchi  e  neri 
liberi  o  schiavi,  avanti  soltanto  quella  legge  che  opprime  il  colpevole  ed  assolve 
r  innocente. 

La  tromba  della  maldicenza  cessera  avanti  tanti  tropei.  II  filantropo  Y  amnu- 
reva ;  lo  storico  comparera  i  suoi  sforzi  all'  apatia  di  altre  contrade ;  il  mio  govemo 
gliene  sara  sempre  piii  riconoscente ;  il  cuore  di  V.  A.  brillera  della  piii  pura  gioja ; 
e  lo  schiavo  reso  al  nH)ndo,  insegnera  all'  innocente  sua  progenia  di  benedire  quello 
che  ruppe  i  ceppi  che  incatenavano  lui,  i  suoi  genitori,  e  la  sua  stirpe. 

II  nome  di  Sidy  Ahmed  Bassa  Bey  gli  sara  insegnato  dal  e  mammelle,  ed  ac- 
compagnera  le  sue  preghiere  nella  fieinciullezza  e  nella  virilita. 

Tanti  progressi  in  pochi  anni  di  regno,  tante  difficolta  ed  opposizioni  sormontate, 
devono  digia  essere  di  felice  augurio  al  benefico  acore  di  V.  A.  Ella  ha  scelto  il 
sentiero  che  conduce  alia  pace,  all'  onore,  alia  fama  di  questo  mondo,  ed  alia 
felicita  dell'  altro.  Possa  V.  A.  tracciarlo  per  lunghi  anni,  accompagnato  dai 
caldi  voti  che  formo  per  la  sua  miscita. 

Aggradisca,  &c. 

(Fu-mato)  T.  READE.    ; 


(Translation.) 

Sir  T.  Reade  to  the  Bey  of  Tunis. 
Your  Highness,  Tunis,  September  7,  1841. 

If  on  other  occasions  I  have  with  difficulty  found  words  to  express  my  ad- 
miration, the  acts  which  your  Highness  pursues  appear  to  tend  only  to  augment 
my  embarrassment. 

In  consequence  of  your  Highness's  orders  negroes  are  no  longer  exported ;  the 
sea  no  longer  groans  under  the  detestable  trade  in  the  human  species  ;  the  public 
sale  of  them  has  ceased,  and,  according  to  your  promise,  the  Regency  will  ere  long 
be  relieved  fix>m  slavery. 

What  claims  are  these  to  the  gratitude  of  the  world ! 

Your  Highness,  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes  will  redound  more  to  your 
glory  than  would  the  conquest  of  a  kingdom. 

Class  D.  ^         r^  1 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


96  TUNIS.     (Comular.) 

The  helplessness  of  the  negroes,  or  the  cruelty  of  man,  sealed  their  destiny,  and 
reduced  them  to  the  condition  of  brutes  ;  custom  lent  a  force  to  that  which  ought 
only  to  belong  to  what  is  lawful*  But  the  universe  will  see  for  its  consolation, 
that  an  individual  is  sometimes  found  to  correspond  with  the  intentions  of  the 
Creator,  in  rendering  whites  and  blacks  free  or  slaves,  in  furtherance  of  those  laws 
which  oppress  the  ffuilty  and  absolve  the  innocent. 

The  voice  of  malevolence  will  be  stilled  before  so  many  trophies.  The  philan- 
thropist will  wonder  at  them ;  the  historian  will  compare  your  Highness's  efforts 
with  the  apathy  of  other  countries ;  my  Government  will  be  more  than  ever 
grateful  to  you  ;  the  heart  of  your  Highness  will  rebound  with  the  purest  joy ; 
and  the  slave,  restored  to  the  world,  will  instruct  his  innocent  progeny  to  bless 
him  who  broke  the  chains  which  bound  him,  his  fathers,  and  his  whole  race. 

The  name  of  Sidi  Ahmed  Bassa  Bey  will  be  taught  him  from  his  infancy,  and 
will  be  included  in  his  prayers  in  childhood  and  in  manhood. 

Such  progress  in  a  reign  of  a  few  years,  so  much  difficulty  and  opposition  sur- 
mounted, ought  certainly  to  be  a  happy  augury  to  your  Highness's  beneficent  heart, 
which  has  chosen  the  path  to  peace,  honour,  and  fame  in  this  world,  and  to  happi- 
ness in  the  next.  May  your  Highness  pursue  the  same  path  for  a  length  of  years, 
accompanied  by  my  earnest  prayers  for  your  welfare. 

Accept,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  READE.    ] 


No.  137. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  ta  Sir  Thm^M  Reade. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30, 1841. 
Ckreukur  sending  papers  presented  to  ParUament. 
(See  No.  10.) 

No.  138. 

77ie  Earl  9/ Aberdeen  to  Sir  Thomas  Reade. 

Fweign  Ojfice,  December  27>  184L 

Circular  asking  for  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 
(See  No.  14.) 
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No.  139. 

Mr.  Wihou  to  Viicount  Palmersten. 

Sucre,  October  1,  1840. 
Bf  Y  Lord,  {Received  March  7.) 

I  HAVE  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  your  Lordship  that,  on  the 
25th  ultimo,  I  signed,  at  this  capital,  with  the  Bolivian  Plenipotentiary,  a 
Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  of  Bolivia ;  the  which,  after  being 
approved  of,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  by  the  senate  and  chamber  of  representatives 
assembled  together  in  congress,  in  conformity  to  the  5th  clause  of  the  38th  Article 
of  the  Political  Constitution  of  the  Republic,  was  ratified  by  the  Government  on 
the  29th  ultimo,  that  day  having  been  purposely  selected  for  that  act  in  celebratioa 
of  the  birthday  of  bis  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic. 

I  shall  transmit  this  Treaty  to  your  Lordship  by  the  first  safe  opportunity  that 
may  offer. 

And,  at  the  time  of  doing  so,  shall  solicit  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  few 
verbal  alterations  of  the  British  draft,  therein  introduced  at  the  desire  of  the 
Bolivian  Plenipotentiary,  for  the  better  adaptation  of  the  sense  of  the  text  to  the 
English  and  Spanish  languages. 

But  with  a  view  of  preventing  imy  misunderstanding  upon  this  subject,  the 
Bolivian  Plenipotentiary  and  myself  agreed  upon  the  following  Article,  ^ic^,  as 
in  the  ease  of  the  Treaty  on  Slave  Trade  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Argentine 
Confederation,  has  been  annexed  as  a  Third  Additional  Article  to  the  Treaty : — 

**  If,  in  the  drawing  up  of  this  Treaty  in  the  Spanish  language,  any  involuntary 
error  has  been  made  in  the  translation,  the  English  text  is  to  be  adhered  to.** 

I  trust  that  your  Lordship  will  approve  of  this  proceeding. 

The  Bolivian  Government  has  promised  me  immediately  to  transmit  a  full  power 
to  some  proper  person  resident  in  London  for  effecting  thereat  the  exchange  of  the 
ratificaticnis. 

Herewith  are  transmitted  a  copy  and  translaticm  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by 
the  Bolivian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  (and  likewise  a  copy  of  my  reply  thereto), 
stating  that  the  congress,  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  beneficent  intentions  of 
Her  Majesty  in  the  negotiation  of  this  Treaty,  and  desirous  of  giving  to  Her 
Majesty  a  proof  of  its  deference  and  respect,  had,  at  his,  Mr.  Linares',  request, 
declared  the  consideration  of  the  Treaty  to  be  a  matter  of  "urgency,"  consequently 
dispensing  with  certain  ordinary  forms  which  would  have  delayed  the  approval 
thereof  several  weeks. 

I  trust  that  the  whole  course  pursued  by  me  for  bringing  this  negotiation  to  a 
successful  conclusion  will  merit  the  approbation  of  your  Lordship  and  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Right  Han.  Viscmrd  Palmerstan,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  139. 


The  Bolivian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Mr.  JVUson. 

Palaeio  de  Galnemo  en  la  Ciudad  Sncre,  d 
26  de  Setiembre,  de  1840. 

El  infrascrito  Ministro  deRelaciones  Exteriores  tiene  la  complacenciade  poner 
en  conocimiento  del  Sefior  Wilson,  que  habiendo  pedido,  a  nombre  de  su  Gobiemo, 
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se  dispensara  el  Congreso  de  las  formalidades  prescritas  por  su  reglamento  en  el 
examen  y  aprobacion  del  Tratado  para  la  abolicion  del  Trafico  de  Esclavos,  que  el 
infrascrito  tuvo  la  honra  de  firmar  el  25  del  presente  con  el  Seflor  Wilson,  conio 
Plenipotenciario  de  S.  M.  la  Reyna  del  Reino  Unido  de  la  Gran  Bretafia  6  Irlanda; 
el  Congreso  penetrado  de  las  intenciones  beneficas  de  S.  M.  la  Reyna  del  Reino 
Unido  de  la  Gran  Bretafia  6  Irlanda  y  deseando  darle  una  prueba  de  sus  juntas 
consideraciones  y  respeto,  igualmente  que  darla  de  su  gratitud  al  Sefior  Wilson 
por  los  nobles  oficios  que  ejercio  en  favor  de  los  prisioneros  Bolivianos  de  las  ca- 
sasmatas  del  Peru,  y  de  su  amistad  por  el  pueblo  Boliviano^  tuvo  a  bien  acceder 
al  ruego  del  infrascrito,  y  que  habiendo  declarado  urgente  la  materia,  la  aprobado 
el  dia  de  hoy  el  Tratado,  en  cuya  virtud  esta  dispuesto  el  Gobierno  del  infrascrito 
a  ratificarlo  el  29,  por  sen  el  cumple  afios  de  S.  E.  el  Presidente  de  la  Republica. 
Renueva  el  infrascrito  al  Seftor  Wilson  las  seguridades  de  su  estimacion  y  respeto, 

(Firmado)        JOSE  MA.  LINARES. 
Al  Seflor  Plenipotenciario  de  S.M.B. 

8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.)  Palace  of  Government^  in  the  City  of  Sucre, 

September  26,  1840, 

The  undersigned  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  has  the  satis&ction  of  ac- 
duainting  Mr.  Wilson  that  having  requested,  in  the  name  of  his  Government,  that 
the  Congress  would  dispense  with  the  formalities  prescribed  by  the  rules  thereof 
in  the  examination  and  approbation  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  which  the  undersigned  had  the  honour  to  sign  on  the  25th  instant  with  Mr. 
Wilson,  as  the  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Congress,  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  the  be- 
neficent intentions  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  a  proof  of  its  deierence  and  re- 
spect for  Her  Majesty,  as  also  of  manifesting  its  gratitude  towards  Mr.  Wilson  for 
his  noble  offices  of  humanity  in  favour  of  the  JBolivian  prisoners  confined  in  the 
Peruvian  casemates,  and  for  his  friendship  towards  the  Bolivian  nation,  deemed  fit 
to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  undersigned ;  and  having  declared  this  matter  to  be 
urgent,  has  this  day  approved  of  the  Treaty :  the  Government  of  the  undersigned 
is,  in  consequence,  prepared  to  ratify  it  on  the  29th,  on  account  of  that  day  being 
the  birth-day  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Wilson  the  assurances  of  his  high  esteem  and 
respect. 

(Signed)        JOSE  MA.  LINARES. 
To  the  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty^ 


itpot 
8fc. 


8fc.  Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  139. 
Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Bolivian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Sucre,  September  27, 1840. 

The  undersigned  Charge  d*  Affaires  and  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty  has  been  honoured  with  the  receipt  of  Mr,  Linares'  Note,  dated  yesterday, 
stating  that  the  Congress  of  Bolivia  had,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  approved, 
on  that  day,  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Traffic  in  Slaves,  which  the  un- 
dersigned had  the  satifaction  to  sign  with  Mr.  Linares  on  the  25th  instant ;  and, 
finally,  announcing  that  the  Bolivian  Ratification  would  be  affixed  thereto  on  the 
29th  instant,  in  celebration  of  the  birth-day  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the 
Republic. 

The  undersigned  justly  derives  the  highest  gratification  from  having  it  in  his 
power  to  transmit  to  his  Government  so  dassic  a  proof  as  that  afforded  by  the  Act 
recorded  in  Mr.  Linares'  Note,  of  the  deference  and  respect  entertained  by  the 
Congress  and  Government  of  Bolivia  towards  Her  Britannic  Majesty  ;  and  he  will 
venture  to  assure  Mr.  Linares  that  the  step  taken  by  the  Government  and  Congress 
of  Bolivia  upon  this  occasion  will  be  fully  appreciated  by  Her  Most  Gracious  Ma- 
jesty, as  well  as  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  not  only  on  account  of  the  flatter- 
ing tribute  thereby  paid  to  the  beneficent  intentions  of  Her  Majesty  in  the  negotia- 
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tion  of  the  Treaty,  but  likewise  from  its  furnishing  such  unequivocal  evidence  of 
the  sincere  and  cordial  co-operation  rendered  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty  by  the  Bo- 
livian nation  in  the  glorious  undertaking  of  putting  an  end  to  the  inhuman  traffic 
in  slaves. 

The  undersigned  fully  sympathises  with  the  generous  motives  which  impelled 
his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic  to  celebrate  his  birth-day  by  an  act, 
personally,  so  creditable  to  himself,  and  so  becoming  the  chief  magistrate  of  a 
Christian  and  free  people. 

Finally,  the  honourable  mention  of  the  name  of  the  undersigned  in  the  Note 
under  reply  increases  the  motives  of  consideration  towards  Mr.  Linares,  which  he 
before  possessed,  for  the  enlightened  efficacy  with  which,  as  Plenipotentiary  and 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Bolivian  Republic,  he  has  successfully  brought 
to  a  conclusion  the  negotiations  of  this  Treaty  ;  and  in  like  manner  that  circum- 
stance augments  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  by  the  undersigned,  personally,  to  the 
Congress  and  Government  of  Bolivia  for  the  distinguished  marks  of  kindness  with 
which  on  former  occasions,  as  well  as  on  the  present,  he  has  been  thereby  favoured. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Mr.  Linares  the 
sentiments  of  his  high  respect  and  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)        BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Bolivian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs^ 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 

No.  140. 

Mr.  TVihon  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

My  Lord,  Sucre,  October  4,  1840. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  29th  number  of  the 
official  gazette  of  Bolivia,  in  which  is  published  a  translation^  in  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage, of  the  Apostolical  Letter  promulgated  on  the  3rd  of  December,  1839,  by 
his  Holiness  the  Pope,  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

A  translation  of  this  letter  has  now  been  inserted  in  public  journals  of  the  ca- 
pitals of  the  Republics  of  Peru  and  of  Bolivia,  and  of  the  cities  of  Arequipa  and 
Tacna;  and  it  is  most  probable  that  it  will  also  be  inserted  in  a  public  journal  of 
the  city  of  La  Paz. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

TTie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B., 

8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 

No.  141. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Wilson, 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  March  19, 1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840,  stating  that  on 
the  25th  of  the  preceding  month  you  had  signed  with  the  Bolivian  Plenipotentiary 
a  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  of  Bolivia ;  that  the  few  deviations 
which  you  had  allowed  to  be  made  in  it  from  the  British  draft  consisted  only  in 
verbal  alterations ;  and  that  the  Treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Bolivian  Government 
on  the  29th  of  September,  1840:  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that 
Her  Majesty*s  Government  approve  your  conduct  in  the  negotiation  of  that  Treaty. 

I  am,  &c. 
B.  H.  Wilson,  Esq,,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.    8fc.    &c. 

No.  142, 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Mdsterton. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 
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No.  143. 

Viscount  Pcdmerston  to  Mr.  Masierton. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  Hayti.  # 

(See  No.  2.) 

No.  144. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Wilson. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 
Proposed  Instructions  to  Bolivian  Functionaries  in  Slave-holding  Countries. 

(See  No.  3.) 

No.  145. 

Mr.  Wilson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Sucre,  November  2,  1840. 
(Extract.)  (Received  June  3,  18Ai.)   ' 

I  PROFIT  by  the  first  safe  opportunity  that  has  offered  to  transmit  herewith 
a  Treaty  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Republic  of  Bolivia  for  the  Abolition  of 
the  Traffic  in  Slaves,  signed  by  me  on  the  25th  of  September  last,  constitutionally 
approved  of  by  Congress  on  the  26th,  and  ratified  by  the  Government  of  Bolivia  on 
the  29th  of  that  same  month. 

I  also  transmit  herewith  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  Report  of  the  Conmdittee 
of  the  Bolivian  Congress  upon  the  Treaty. 


Enclosure  in  No.  145. 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Bolivian  Congress  upon  the  Treaty  between  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
the  Republic  of  Bolivia,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Traffic  in  Slaves;  signed  at 
Sucre  on  the  25th  of  September,  1840. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, 

Your  Commission  for  Foreign  Affairs  has  had  before  it,  and  examined  with 
much  satisfaction,  the  IVeaty  for  the  abolition  of  the  barbarous  Traffic  in  Slaves, 
which  the  Government  has  concluded  with  Mr.  Belford  Hinton  Wilson,  as  Pleni- 
potentiary of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  All  who  possess  a  true  spirit  of  liberality  cannot  £ul  to  evince  sentiments 
of  gratitude  and  of  respect  towards  the  Illustrious  Cabinet  of  St  James's,  for  the 
generous  zeal  with  which  it  has  laboured  to  vindicate  the  rightsof  humanity,  which 
man  himself  has  violated  with  no  less  barbarity  than  arrogance. 

"  A  man  proprietor  of  his  fellow-man,  a  man  converted  into  property ! "  exclaimed 
the  father  of  the  country  to  the  Legislature  of  1826;  "  an  image  of  the  Almighty 
subjected  to  the  yoke  like  a  brute  beast !  Let  us  be  told  from  whence  are  derived 
the  rights  of  the  usurpers  of  the  liberty  of  man !  The  Coast  of  Guinea  has  not 
furnished  them  to  us ;  for  Africa,  devastated  by  fratricide,  offers  to  us  nought  but 
crimes ! " 

Such  were  the  ideas  and  the  sentiments  of  the  immortal  Bolivar  relative  to  the 
infamous  system  of  slavery ;  and  no  BoUvian  can  feel  or  think  differently.  It  is 
true  that  these  principles  not  only  form  the  essential  part  of  our  political  faith,  but 
are  likewise  recognised  in  the  155th  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic ; 
consequently  the  convention  which  you  are  about  to  approve  of  is  in  fact  nothing 
more  than  the  formal  stipulation  in  a  public  treaty  of  a  constitutional  article.  This 
is  the  essence  of  the  negotiation,  whilst  its  entire  details  are  merely  confined  to 
insure  that  its  operation  be  not  frustrated  by  the  machinations  of  avarice. 
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The  Slave  Trade  being  proscribed  and  abolished  by  the  nations  of  Europe,  the 
infamous  speculators  therein  have  had  recourse  to  the  flags  of  the  new  states  of 
America  for  the  purpose  of  covering  under  those  flags  their  criminal  traffic,  and  it 
has  consequently  become  indispensable  for  Great  Britain,  deeply  interested  in  this 
matter,  to  conclude  treaties  with  the  American  Governments  conceding  to  her  the 
right  of  searching  the  ships  which  sail  under  their  respective  flags.  This  right  is 
recognised  by  the  Treaty  which  the  Government  has  just  signed  ;  and  although  it 
is  mutual  to  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  it  will  not  be  so  in  practice,  for 
Bolivia  has  no  navy,  neither  will  she  for  many  years  to  come  possess  cruisers 
wherewith  to  search  British  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  But  at  all  events,  so 
soon  as  the  Republic  shall  form  a  navy,  this  stipulation  will  become  reciprocal. 

It  being  declared  by  the  treaty  that  the  Traffic  in  Slaves  carried  on  by  the  sub- 
jects of  either  of  the  two  contracting  nations  is  a  crime  of  piracy,  a  Mixed  Court 
composed  of  citizens  of  the  two  states,  and  paid  for  by  both,  is  established  for  the 
adjudication  of  such  cases.  It  is  also  stipulated  that  the  captives  who  may  be  found 
on  board  piratical  vessels  are  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  to 
whom  belongs  the  cruiser  that  has  made  the  prize :  and  in  respect  to  this  stipula- 
tion the  Commission  repeats  that  which  it  before  has  indicated,  namely,  that  as 
Bolivia  has  no  cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa  she  cannot  make  prizes,  and  in  conse- 
quence is  under  no  obligation  to  aid  in  the  formation  of  the  Mixed  Court,  nor  to 
incur  any  expense  on  account  of  captured  slaves,  over  whom  the  Government  to 
whom  belongs  the  capturing  cruiser  will  exercise  the  right  of  guardianship,  with 
the  object  of  securing  to  them  in  future  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty. 

By  an  express  stipulation  therefore,  in  the  additional  Articles,  the  Republic  is 
exempted  from  all  expenses  on  this  account ;  and  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty  binds  itself  alone  to  pay  all  expenses  which  maybe  thereon  incurred.  The 
literal  meaning  and  intent  of  this  Article  is,  that  Bolivia  thereby  acquires  the  right 
of  aiding  in  the  formation  and  payment  of  the  Mixed  Tribunal,  without  however 
contracting  an  obligation  to  do  so.  It  is  therefore  just  and  very  honourable  to  the 
veneraWe  and  enlightened  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  that,  taking  upon 
itself  alone  the  charge  of  the  whole  outlay  required  for  the  aboliticm  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  it  should  at  the  same  time  reap  the  glory  of  restoring  to  the  enjoyments  of 
social  life  the  unfortunate  victims  of  depravity  and  avarice.  The  Commission  con- 
sequently submits  to  your  examination  the  following  project : — 

The  Senate  and  Chamber  of  Representatives  of  the  Bc^viau  Nation,  assembled 
together  in  Congress,  decree  the  following  law : 

Sole  Article. — ^The  Treaty  for  the  abolition  of  the  Traffic  in  Slaves  which  the 
Government  of  the  Republic  has  concluded,  on  the  25th  of  September  of  the  present 
year,  with  Mr.  Belford  Hinton  Wilson,  Plenipotentiary  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  hereby  approved  of. 

Let  this  law  be  conmiunicated  to  the  executive  power  for  its  ratification ;  and  in 
order  that  it  may  direct  the  same  to  be  published  and  fulfilled. 

City  of  Sucre,  September  26,  1840. 

(Signed)  LOAYZA.  CORDOVA. 

BUITRAGO.  OSIO. 

CAMACHO.  URQUIDL 
BACAFLOR. 

JUSTINIANO  JIMENES, 

Secretary^ 
True  Copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Commission. 

(Signed)  JOAQUIN  DE  AGUIRRE, 

Senator  Secretary. 

In  honour  of  the  Bolivian  nation  it  appears  proper  herrin  to  record  that  the  Con- 
gress, upon  the  suffgestion  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  declared  the  con- 
sideration  of  this  Treaty  to  be  a  ^  matter  of  urgency,'*  thereby  dispensing  with 
the  usual  fimnaiities  requisite  in  the  formation  of  Taws :  and  immediately  upon  the 
presentation,  on  the  26th  instant,  of  the  foregoing  report  and  project  of  law,  both 
were  unanimously  approved  of  and  constitutionally  sanctioned  by  Congress. 

The  ratification  to  the  Treaty  was  in  consequence  affixed  by  the  Government  on 
the  29th,  to  commemorate  by  so  solenm  and  glorious  an  act  the  birth-day  of  his 
Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic. 
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No.  146. 

Mr.  Wilson  to  Viscount  Palmerston.  ' 

Sucre,  November  2,  1840. 
(Extract.)  {Received  June  3,  1841.) 

I  HAVE  the  satisfaction  to  transmit  herewith  the  Bolivian  ratification  to  the 
Treaty  which  I  signed  with  the  Bolivian  Government  in  this  capital,  on  the  26th 
of  September  last,  for  the  abolition  of  the  TraflSc  in  Slaves. 


No.  147. 

Mr.  Wilson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Sucre i  November  10,  1840. 

My  Lord,  {Received  June  3,  1841.) 

I  HAVE  the  satisfaction  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  and  transla* 
tion  of  a  note  which,  under  date  of  the  6th  instant,  has  been  addressed  to  me 
by  the  Bolivian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  covering  the  copy  of  the  project  of 
a  law  initiated  by  his  Government  in  the  Senate,  for  carrying  into  due  effect 
that  part  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  on  Slave  Trade  between  Her  Majesty 
and  the  Republic  of  Bolivia  which  declares  the  crime  of  Slave  Trade  to  be 
Piracy,  and  directs  the  establishment  of  Mixed  Courts  of  Justice  for  the  trial  of 
such  offences. 

I  likewise  herewith  forward  a  copy  and  translation  of  that  project ;  and  should 
your  Lordship  be  desirous  of  procuring  any  modifications  thereof,  your  Lord- 
ship's suggestions  would  doubtless  be  favourably  considered  by  this  Government, 
with  a  view  to  their  adoption ;  and  as  the  next  Congress  will  not  assemble  until 
the  6th  of  August,  1841,  and  will  remain  sitting  for  two  and  possibly  for  three 
months,  such  suggestions,  if  immediately  forwarded  to  Sucre,  on  the  receipt  of 
this  Despatch,  would  probably  be  received  thereat  in  time  to  be  acted  upon  prior 
to  the  passing  of  the  present  project. 

I  trust  that  your  Lordship  will  approve  of  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  herein 
enclosed^  which  I  have  deemed  it  but  common  justice  to  address  to  Mr.  Linares, 
expressive  of  my  grateful  sense  of  the  earnestness  and  efficacy  of  the  endeavours 
of  his  Government  to  bring  to  a  successful  conclusion  its  negotiations  with  me, 
and  more  especially  the  negotiation  of  the  Treaty  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Furst  Enclosure  in  No.  147. 
General  Linares  to  Mr.  Wilson. 


(Translation.) 

Palace  of  Government  in  Sucre,  November  6,  1840. 

The  Undersigned,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honour  to  transmit 
to  Mr.  Wilson  the  copy  of  a  project  of  law,  initiated  by  his  Government,  de- 
claring (in  conformity  with  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  TraflSc  in  Slaves, 
concluded  on  the  25th  of  last  September  with  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland)  the  said  traffic 
to  be  a  crime  of  Piracy,  and  enacting  the  punishment  to  which  it  is  to  be  sub- 
jected in  this  Republic. 

The  project  likewise  declares  that  the  port  of  La  Mar  is  to  be  the  place  of 
residence  of  the  Mixed  Tribunal  established  by  the  Treaty,  for  taking  cogni- 
zance of  the  causes  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  Government  of  the  Undersigned  has  hastened  to  initiate  the  project 
without  waiting  for  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
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of  her  Majesty,  because  it  does  not  for  a  moment  doubt  that  it  will  be  obtained ; 
and  because  it  has  wished  in  this  manner  to  give  a  proof  of  his  desire  to  finish, 
on  its  part,  a  work  which  does  so  much  honour  to  the  Government  of  Her 
Majesty. 

The  Undersigned  thinks  it  proper  also  to  remark  to  Mr.  Wilson  that  in  the 
project  the  penalty  of  death  has  not  been  enacted,  because  the  Constitution  of 
the  Republic  only  permits  it  in  cases  of  treason  against  the  country,  rebellion, 
parricide,  and  assassination,  forbidding  it  to  be  applied  to  other  cases;  and  as, 
according  to  the  penal  laws  in  force  in  Bolivia,  the  greatest  punishment  next  to 
death  is  that  of  ten  years'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  (•*  Presidio") :  with 
that,  according  to  the  project,  the  crime  of  Piracy  is  to  be  punished. 

The  Undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Wilson  the  sentiments  of  his  distinguished 

(Signed)  JOSE  MARIA  LINARES. 

Belford  Hinton  fFikon,  Esq. 
Sfc.        8fc.        8f€. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  147. 
Project  of  Law. 


(Translation.) 

The  Senate  and  Chamber  of  Representatives  of  the  Bolivian  nation  de- 
cree the  following  Law. 

Article  1. 

In  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the 
TraflSc  in  Slaves,  concluded  between  the  Republic  and  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  said  traffic  is  declared 
to  be  a  crime  of  Piracy. 

Article  2. 

Besides  the  punishments  established  by  the  Treaty^  the  perpetrator  of  the 
crime  of  Piracy  shall  suffer  ten  years  of  imprisonment  and  hard  labour  (*'  Pre- 
sidio"). The  other  criminals  shall  be  punished  with  the  same  penalty  ;  observ- 
ing, as  to  time,  the  scale  and  proportion  established  by  the  penal  code  for  the 
class  of  offence  corresponding. 

Article  3. 

The  port  of  La  Mar  shall  be  the  place  of  residence  for  the  Mixed  Tribunal 
established  by  the  said  Treaty. 

Article  4. 

The  174th*  Article  of  the  penal  code  is  abrogated. 

Let  it  be  communicated,  &c. 
A  true  copy.  (Signed)  LINARES. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  147. 

Mr.  Wilson  to  General  Linares. 

Sucre,  November  7,  1840. 
The  Undersigned,  Her  Britannic  Majesty*^  Charge  d'AflFaires,  has  been 
honoured  by  the  receipt  of  the  several  notes,  numbered  and  dated  as  in  margin, 
which  have  been  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Linares^   upon  the  subject  of  the 


•  The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  174th  Article  of  the  Penal  Code  of  Bolivia,  directed  to  be  repealed 
by  the  4th  Article  of  the  above  Project  :— 
"  Those  who  shall  introduce  slaves  into  Bolivia  by  sea  or  land  shall  suffer  two  or  four  years  of  imprison::. 
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negotiations  which  have  been  ciurried  on  between  the  Bolivian  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Undersigned  subsequent  to  his  arrival  at  this  capital. 

Upon  the  eve  of  returning  to  Lima,  the  Undersigned  would  be  wanting  in 
the  discharge  of  a  grateful  duty  were  he  not  to  profit  by  the  present  opportu- 
nity of  offieriDg,  through  the  worthy  channel  oi  Mr.  Linares^  to  the  Cavern- 
mentofthe  Republic  of  Bolivia,  his  most  sincere  adknowledgments  for  the 
enlightened  benevolence  with  which  it  has  more  closely  cemented  the  relations 
of  intimate  friendship  and  commerce  which,  with  mutual  benefit  to  both  nations, 
so  happily  subsist  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Republic  of  Bolivia* 

Above  all,  the  generous  interest  displayed  by  Mr.  Linares  to  procure  the 
immediate  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  for  the  AboUtion  of  the 
Traffic  in  Slaves^  as  well  as  the  measures  he  has  initiated  in  the  senate  to  give 
effect  to  the  stipulations  of  that  Treaty,  will  be  fully  appreciated,  the  Under- 
signed will  venture  to  assure  him,  by  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty  as  a 
classic  proof  of  the  good  faith  and  enlightenment  of  the  Government  of  His 
Excellency  the  President,  General  Velasco,  upon  a  question  of  such  vital  interest 
to  the  humanity  and  to  the  civilization  of  whole  Christian  world. 

The  Undersigned  trusts  that  Mr.  Linares,  in  laying  this  note  before  his  Go- 
vernment, will  also  deign  to  accept  the  personal  acknowledgments  which  are  due 
to  him  for  the  efficacy  and  noble  frankness  which  have  characterized  aU  his  acts 
with  the  Undersigned,  who  gladly  seizes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Mr.  Li- 
nares the  assurances  of  his  high  respect  and  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Bolivian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs ^ 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 
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No.  148. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  British  Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  April  1 5. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentitie  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  149. 
F'ucount  Palmerston  to  the  British  Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  Aprils. 
Ch-cular  fiending  Convention  with  Hayti. 
(See  No.  2.) 

No.  150. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Conmls. 

Foreign  Office,  May  8. 
Circular  against  holding  or  being  interested  in  Slave  Property. 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  151. 

Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice- Consuls. 

Foreign  Office^  October  30. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament, 
(See  No.  10.) 

No.  152. 

Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27. 
Circular  for  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 
(See  No.  14.) 
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No.  153. 
The  Hon.  J.  Tf^alpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

(Extract.)  Santiago,  October  18,  1840. 

The  Constitutional  Congress  closed  their  session  and  their  labours  at  the 
accustomed  period. 

Among  those  matters  which  merited  the  attention  of  the  Lower  Chamber,  since 
it  had  already  in  the  session  of  1839  been  approved  by  the  Senate,  but  which  has 
equally  shared  in  its  neglect,  is  the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain  for  the  Abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade. 

I  had  already  received  from  the  late  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Don  Joaquin 
Tocomal,  divers  notices  of  the  intention  of  the  Government,  viewing  the  unproduc- 
tive progress  of  the  Legislative  session,  to  summon  at  an  early  penod  an  Extraor- 
dinary Congress,  to  which,  by  the  constitutional  law,  it  is  alone  permitted  to  treat  of 
and  to  discuss  subject-matter  submitted  by  the  Government  to  their  consideration, 
and  that,  should  this  intention  be  realized,  the  Slave  Trade  Treaty  would  be  strongly 
recommended  to,  and  the  approbation  of  it  by  the  Chamber  actively  promoted  by, 
the  Government. 

I  had  also,  early  in  the  month  of  September,  received  from  the  present 
Foreign  Minister,  in  reply  to  a  formal  question  submitted  to  him,  authority 
officially  to  declare  to  you  the  intention  of  this  Government  to  summon  the 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  month  of  November,  and  therein  to  fur- 
ther the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty.  This  has  again  been  confirmed  to  me  by  the 
Minister  of  Finance,  Don  Joaquin  Tocornal. 

No.  154. 

The  Hon.  J.  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Santiago,  November  1,  1840. 
My  Lord,  {Received  February  16.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  covering 
two  copies  of  a  treaty  concluded  at  Caraccas  between  Her  Majesty  and  the 
Republic  of  Venezuela  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

(Signed)  'jOHN  WALPOLE, 

Consul-General. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 

No.  155. 

The  Hon.  J.  TValpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Santiago,  November  14,  1840. 
Mr  Lord,  {Received  February  20.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  covering 
an  apostolical  letter  promulgated  by  HisHoliness  the  Pope  on  the  subject  of  the 
Slave  Trade. 
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Your  Lordship  may  rely  on  my  availing  myself  of  the  earliest  occasion  which 
may  offer  for  the  insertion  of  that  paper  in  the  public  journal  of  this  city,  and 
that  I  shall  adopt  those  measures  which  may  appear  most  suitable  for  making 
its  contents  generally  known. 

X  have   slc 
(Signed)    '       JOHN  WALPOLE, 


The  Right  Hon.^Vi^count  Palmer stan,  G.CJB. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


CoMul'Qenerai. 


No.  156. 

The  Hon.  J.  Tf^alpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Santiago,  November  20,  1840. 
My  Lord,  (Received  February  20,  1841.) 

I  AVAIL  myself  of  the  short  space  allotted  to  me  previous  to  the  sailing  of 
Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Actaeon"  for  Panama,  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  of  the 
receipt  on  the  12th  instant  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  dated  March  4,  together 
with  a  box  containing  Her  Majesty's  ratification  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Suppres- 
sion of  the  Slave  Trade,  as  concluded  and  signed  by  the  respective  plenipoten- 
tiaries on  the  19th  of  January,  183U,  and  directing  that  the  same  should  be 
exchanged  against  a  similar  instrument  ratified  by  the  President  of  this  Republic^ 

In  the  fulfilment  of  this  latter  I  foresee  no  difficulty  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment ;  but  you  will  permit  me  to  state  that  the  additional  Article,  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  announce  to  your  Lordship,  in  my  Despatch  marked  Slave  Trade, 
of  September,  1839,  as  having  been  insisted  on  by  the  Chilian  Senate^ 
limiting  the  duration  of  the  treaty  to  a  period  of  ten  years,  has  not  therein  been 
noticed. 

As  no  mark  of  disapprobation  of  the  proceeding  which  I  at  the  same  time- 
stated  as  my  intention  to  adopt  in  regard  to  the  above  provision  has  reached  me, 
I  consulted  with  my  colleague  in  this  transaction  on  the  best  mode  of  supplying 
this  deficiency  without  having  recourse  to  the  inconvenient  measure  of  a  new 
treaty;  and,  in  consequence,  it  was  agreed  between  us  to  enter  into  a  convention, 
the  substance  of  which  your  Lordship  will  find  in  the  enclosed  paper  and  its> 
translation,  in  which  are  stipulated  the  duration  of  the  Treaty  for  ten  years,  and 
the  prorogation  of  the  term  fixed  in  the  original  Treaty  for  the  exchange  of  the 
ratification. 

I  apprehend,  my  Lord,  and  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  is  in  the  same 
conviction,  that  the  powers  of  which  I  already  have  the  honour  to  be  possessed 
are  amply  sufficient  to  authorize  me  in  proceeding  to  the  termination  of  thi& 
negotiation. 

I  have   &c« 
(Signed)        '    JOHN  WALPOLE^ 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Consul'  General. 


Enclosure  in  No.  156. 

(Translation.) 

Draft  of  Convention. 

N.  and  N.,  animated  always  with  the  most  lively  desire  to  co-operate  for 
the  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  to  avoid  renewed 
delays  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  obligations  which  they  had  mutually  resolved  to 
impose  on  themselves  by  the  Treaty  signed  on  the  19th  of  January,  1839,  which 
unhappily  could  not  be  carried  into  eficct,  the  period  designated  for  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  having  expired,  have  agreed  to  proceed  to  the  celebration  of  a 
convention  which  may  give  full  force  and  vigour  to  all  which  shall  not  be  expressly 
altered  by  it  in  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  said  Treaty. 
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For  this  purpose  they  have  iramed  for  their  plenipotentiaries  N.  N.  and 
M,  M .,  who^  having  matuallj  communicated  their  full  powers  and  found  them 
in  doe  form,  have  regulated  and  agreed  to  the  following  articles: — 

Article  1. 

The  two  high  contracting  parlies  recognise  as  valid  and  subsisling  all  the  obli- 
gations which  it  was  their  intention  respectively  to  contract  by  all  and  each  of  the 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  the  19th  of  January,  1839,  to  co-operate  for  the  effectual 
and  complete  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  by  all  and  each  of  the  annexes 
marked  A,  B,  and  C,  and  by  the  two  separate  articles  thereunto  adjoined,  which, 
as  therein  stipulated,  ought  and  are  to  be  considered  as  integral  parts  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Treaty ;  all  of  which  is  understood  to  be  with  the  exceptions  and 
modifications  which  shall  hereafter  be  expressed. 

In  virtue  of  this  the  two  high  contracting  parties  agree  and  stipulate,  in  the 
most  positive  and  conclusive  manner,  that  it  is  their  desire  to  be  bound,  and  they 
are  hereby  bounds  formally  and  solemnly,  by  all  and  each  of  the  clauses  of  the 
Treaty  referred  to,  and  of  the  annexes,  and  of  the  separate  articles,  so  far  as  they 
may  respectively  regard  them  according  to,  and  as  they  are  expressed  in,  the 
copy  in  the  Spanish  language  which  shall  be  ratified  simultaneously  with  the  pre- 
sent convention  by  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Chile,  and  in  the  copy  in  the 
English  language  ratified  separately  on  the  by  Her 

Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the 
same  as  if  the  above-mentioned  Treaty  formed  an  integral  part  of  the  present 
Convention,  and  was  inserted  word  for  word  in  it;  saving,  however,  the  excep* 
tions  and  modifications  hereafter  expressed. 

Article  2. 

The  above-mentioned  Treaty  of  the  19th  of  January,  1839,  shall  be  obligatory 
on  the  two  high  contracting  parties  alone  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  reckoned 
from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  present  Convention;  it 
being  well  understood  that  if,  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  ten 
years,  neither  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  shall  notify  to  the  other  its 
intention  to  put  an  end  to  the  said  Treaty,  it  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  vigour 
for  a  period  undefined,  and  it  shall  alone  cease  to  exist,  and  shall  be  considered 
to  terminate  at  the  expiration  of  one  year,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  notifi- 
cation made  by  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties  to  the  other  in  manifestation 
of  its  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  said  Treaty. 

Article  3. 

The  before-mentioned  Treaty  and  the  present  Convention  shall  be  ratified  by 
the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Chili,  and  the  present  Convention  shall  be  so  bv 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  ratification  of  both  shall  be  exchanged  within  one  year  from  the  date  of 
the  present  Convention,  or  before,  if  possible. 

In  faith  of  which,  &c. 


No.  157. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  Hon.  John  TVaJ'pole. 

Sir,  Foreign  Ojffice,  March  16,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  20th  of  November,  1840,  enclosing 
a  paper  containing  the  substance  of  a  stipulation  which  you  had  consented  to 
enter  into  with  the  plenipotentiary  of  Chile  for  Umiting  to  a  period  of  ten  years 
the  duration  of  the  Treaty  already  concluded  by  you  and  the  Chilian  plenipoten* 
tiary  on  the  19th  of  January^  1839. 

But  I  have  to  refer  you  to  my  Despatch  of  the  22nd  August,  1840,  giving  you 
instructions  for  ycmr  guidance,  if  a  proposal  for  such  a  stipulation  lAiouId  be  made 
to  you. 

And  I  herewith  send  you  a  duplicate  of  that  Despatch  and  of  its  enclosure, 
to  provide  for  the  event  of  your  not  having  received  the  originals  of  those 
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papers;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  respect  to  limiting  the  duration 
of  the  Treaty  in  question,  you  are  to  abide  by  the  instructions  contained  in  that 

Despatch. 

'^  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Hon.  Hon.  Walpolcj 

^c.        %c.         ^c. 


No.  158. 
Viscount  Paimerston  to  British  Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15, 1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 


No.  159. 
Viscount  Paimerston  to  British  Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 
(See  No.  2.) 


No.  160. 
Viscount  Paimerston  to  British  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  Majf  8,  1841. 
Circular  instruction  as  to  holding  Slave  property. 
(See  No.  43.) 


No.  161. 
The  Hon.  J.  TValpole  to  Viscount  Paimerston. 

Valparaiso^  December  26,  184{T. 
(Extract.)  {Received  3Iat/  10,  184 1 .) 

In  pursuance  of  the  course  announced  to  your  I^ordahip  in  my  Despatch 
of  November  20,  and  which  had  been  adopted  on  the  arrival  of  Her  Majesty's 
ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  1839,  a  meeting  took  place  between  the  Chilian 
plenipotentiary  and  myself^  during  which  certain  stipulations  previously  agreed 
on,  assuming  the  form  of  a  Convention,  were  signed  on  the  26th  ultimo. 

The  discussion  of  the  original  Treaty  and  of  the  present  Convention  was 
concluded  with  the  full  approbation  and  sanction  of  the  Congress  on  the  17th 
instant. 

By  the  first  Article  the  obligations  contracted  by  the  parties  to  the  former 
Treaty  are  recognised  and  confirmed. 

The  second  hmits  the  duration  of  the  Treaty  to  ten  years,  and  to  a  subsequent 
period  undefined,  provided  that  one  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  not  give 
notice  to  the  other  of  its  desire  to  put  to  it  a  termination,  which  shall,  however, 
only  take  place  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  notification. 

The  third  Article  renews  the  period  originally  fixed,  but  expired,  for  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty,  and  stipulates  for  it  simultaneouslv 
with  that  of  the  present  Convention  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  thfs 
latter. 

Governed  by  a  sincere  desire  correctly  to  interpret  and  zealously  to  execute  the 
purposes  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  1  trust  that  the  course  which  I  have  pur- 
sued on  this  occasion  will  meet  your  Lordship's  approbation. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  161. 

Convencion  adicionaly  eooplicatoria  del  Tratado  entre  Chile  y  la  Gran  Bretaila 
para  la  Abolicion  del  Trdfico  de  Esclavos^  firmado  en  la  Ciudad  de  Santiago 
el  dia  19  de  Enero  de  1839. 

El  Presidente  de  la  Republica  de  Chile,  y  Su  Majestad  la  Reina  del 

Reino  Unido  de  la  Gran  Bretaiia  e  Irlanda>  animados  siempre  del  mas  vivo  deseo 

de  cooperar  a  la  Abolicion  del  Trafico  de  Esclavos  en  todas  las  partes  del  mundo^ 

y  de  evitar  nuevas  demoras  en  el  cumplimiento  de  las  obligaciones  que  mutua- 

mente  habian  resuelto  imponerse  por  el  Tratado  de  diez  y  nueve  de  Enero  de 

«iil  ochocientos  treinta  y  nueve,  que  desgraciadamente  no  pudo  Uevarse  a  efecto 

por  haber  expirado  el  plazo  designado  en  el  para  el  canje  de  las  ratificaciones  ; 

Tian  resuelto  proceder  al  ajuste  de  una  Convencion  que  de  plena  fuerza  y  valor  en 

"todo  lo  que  no  fuere  alterado  expresamente  por  ella,  a  las  estipulaciones  con- 

tenidas  en  el  dicho  Tratado.     A  este  efecto  ban  nombrado  por  sus  Renipoten- 

'  ciarios,  a  saber,  la  Republica  de  Chile  a  Don  Joaquin  Tocornal,  Ministro  del 

Despacho  en  el  Departamento  de  Hacienda,  y  Su  Majestad  la  Reina  del  Reino 

Unido  de  la  Gran  Bretaiia  e  Irlanda  al  Honorable   Sefior  Juan  Walpole,  Consul 

General  de  Su  Majestad  Britanica  en  la  Republica  de  Chile  :  los  cuales,  habien- 

-dose  comunicado  mutuamente  sus  plenos  poderes  y  halladolos  en  debida  forma, 

-ban  ajustado  y  acordado  los  siguientes  articulos : — 

Articulo  \\ 

Las  dos  Altas  Partes  Contratantes  reconocen  como  validas  y  subsistentes  todas 
las  obligaciones  que  respectivamente  fue  su  animo  imponerse  por  todos  y  cada 
uno  de  los  articulos  del  Tratado  de  diez  y  nueve  de  Enero  de  mil  ochocientos 
treinta  y  nueve,  par^  cooperar  a  la  efectiva  y  completa  abolicion  del  comercio  de 
esclavos,  y  por  todos  y  cada  uno  de  los  articulos  de  las  adiciones  marcadas  con 
las  letras  A,  B,  y  C,  y  por  los  dos  articulos  adicionales  separados,  que  seguu  lo 
alii  estipulado  debian  y  deben  considerarse  como  partes  integrantes  del  sobredicho 
Tratado;  todo  lo  cual  se  entiende  con  las  excepciones  y  modificaciones  que  mas 
adelante  se  expresar&n. 

En  esta  virtud  las  dos  Altas  Partes  Contratantes  acuerdan  y  estipulan  del 
modo  mas  positivo  y  terminante,  que  es  su  animo  obligarse,  como  de  hecho  se 
obligan,  formal  y  solemnemente  por  todas  y  cada  una  de  las  clausulas  del  referido 
Tratado  y  de  las  referidas  adiciones  y  articulos  separados,  en  la  parte  que  respec- 
tivamente les  toque,  segun  y  como  se  hallan  expresadas  en  el  ejemplar  en  lengua 
Castellana  que  sera  ratificado  por  el  Presidente  de  la  Republica  de  Chile,  y  en 
el  ejemplar  en  lengua  Inglesa  que  ser&  ratificado  por  Su  Majestad  la  Reina  del 
Reino  Unido  de  Gran  Bretaiia  e  Irlanda ;  todo  de  la  misma  manera  que  si  el 
sobredicho  Tratado  formase  parte  integrante  de  la  presente  Convencion,  y  estu- 
viere  inserto  en  ella  palabra  por  palabra ;  salvas  empero  las  excepciones  y  modi- 
ficaciones que  van  a  expresarse. 

Articulo  ^. 

El  sobredicho  Tratado  de  diez  y  nueve  de  Enero  de  mil  ochocientos  treinta  y 
nueve  ser4  obligatorio  para  las  dos  Altas  Partes  Contratantes  por  solo  el  termino 
de  diez  ailos,  contados  desde  la  fecha  del  canje  de  las  ratificaciones  de  la  presente 
Convencion ;  bien  entendido  que  si  antes  de  cumplirse  el  mencionado  plazo  de 
diez  ailos,  ninguna  de  las  dos  Altas  Partes  Contratantes  hubiere  notificado  a  la 
otra  su  intencion  de  poner  fin  al  dicho  Tratado,  permanecera  en  plena  fuerza  y 
vigor  por  un  tiempo  indefinido,  y  solo  dejara  de  tener  fuerza  y  vigor  y  se  con- 
siderara  terminado  a  la  expiracion  de  un  afio^  contado  desde  la  fecha  de  la  notifi- 
cacion  que  una  de  las  dos  Altas  Partes  Contratantes  dirijiere  a  la  otra^  manifes- 
t^ndole  su  intencion  de  pouer  fin  a  dicho  Tratado. 

Articulo  3^ 

El  antedicho  Tratado  y  la  presente  Convencion  seran  respectivamente  ratifi- 
cados  por  el  Presidente  de  la  Republica  de  Chile,  y  por  Su  Majestad  la  Reina  del 
Reino  Unido  de  la  Gran  Bretafia  e  Irlanda ;  y  las  ratificaciones  de  ambos  seran 
canjeadas  dentro  de  un  ailo  contado  desde  la  fecha  de  la  presente  Convencion. 

En  fe  de  lo  cual  los  respectivos  Plenipotenciarios  ban  firmado  tres  ejemplares 
en  lengua  Castellana  de  la  presente  Convencion,  y  otros  tres  en  lengua  Inglesa, 
los  ban  sellado  con  sus  armas. 
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Fecha  en  la  ciudad  de  Santiago  a  veinte  7  cinco  dias  del  mes  de  Noviembre 
del  afio  de  Nuestro  Setior  mil  ochocientos  cuarenta. 

(Signed)        JOAQUIN  TOCORNAL.  JOHN  WALPOLE. 

(Seal.)  (Seal,) 


(Translation.) 

Convention  additional  and  explanatory  of  the  Treaty  between  Cheat  Britain  and 
Chile  for  the  Abdiiion  of  the  Traffic  in  Slaves,  signed  in  the  city  of  San- 
tiago the  19ih  day  of  January^  1B39. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Chile,  animated  always  with  the 
most  lively  desire  to  co-operate  for  the  abolition  of  the  Traffic  in  Slaves  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  to  avoid  renewed  delays  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  obliga- 
tions which  they  had  mutually  resolved  to  impose  on  themselves  by  the  Treaty 
signed  on  the  19th  of  January,  1839,  which  unhappily  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect,  the  period  designated  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  having  expired, 
have  agreed  to  proceed  to  the  celebration  of  a  convention  which  may  give  full 
force  and  vigour,  in  all  which  shall  not  be  expressly  altered  by  it,  to  the  stipu- 
lations contained  in  the  said  Treaty.  For  this  purpose  they  have  named  for 
their  Plenipotentiaries,  to  wit,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Honourable  John  Walpole,  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Consul-General  in  the  Republic  of  Chile  ;  and  the  Republic  of  Chile, 
Don  Joaquin  Tocornal,  Minister  of  State  for  the  Department  of  Finance ;  who, 
having  mutually  communicated  their  full  powers,  and  found  them  in  due  form, 
have  arranged  and  agreed  to  the  following  Articles : — 

Article  1. 

The  two  high  contracting  parties  recognise  as  valid  and  existing  all  the  obli- 
gations which  it  was  their  intention  respectively  to  contract  by  all  and  each'of 
the  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  the  19th  of  January,  1839,  to  co-operate  for  the 
effectual  and  complete  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  by  all  and  each  of  the 
Annexes  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  and  by  the  two  separate  additional  Articles 
which,  as  therein  stipulated,  ought  and  are  to  be  considered  as  integral  parts 
of  the  above-mentioned  Treaty ;  all  of  which  is  understood  to  be  with  the 
exceptions  and  modifications  which  shall  hereafter  be  expressed. 

In  virtue  of  this  the  two  high  contracting  parties  agree  and  stipulate  in  the 
most  positive  and  conclusive  manner  that  it  is  their  desire  to  be  bound,  as 
they  are  hereby  bound,  formally  and  solemnly  by  all  and  each  of  the  clauses  of 
the  Treaty  referred  to,  and  of  the  Annexes,  and  of  the  separate  Articles,  so  far 
as  they  may  respectively  regard  them,  according  to  and  as  they  are  expressed 
in  the  copy  in  the  English  language  which  shall  be  ratified  by  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  in  the  copy  in 
the  Spanish  language  which  shall  be  ratified  by  the  President  of  the  Republic 
of  Chile,  all  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  above-mentioned  Treaty  formed  an 
integral  part  of  the  present  Convention,  and  was  inserted  word  for  word 
in  it,  saving  however  the  exceptions  and  modifications  which  are  hereafter 
expressed. 

Article  2. 

The  above-mentioned  Treaty  of  the  19th  January,  1839,  shall  be  obligatory 
on  the  two  high  contracting  parties  only  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  reckoned 
from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  present  Convention ;  it 
being  well  understood  that  if,  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  often 
years,  neither  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  shall  have  notified  to  the  other 
its  intention  to  put  an  end  to  the  said  Treaty,  it  shall  remain  in  full  force  and 
vigour  for  a  period  undefined,  and  it  shall  only  cease  to  have  force  and  vigour, 
and  shall  be  considered  as  terminated,  at  the  expiration  of  one  year,  reckoned 
from  the  date  of  the  notification  which  shall  be  made  by  the  one  to  the  other  of 
the  high  contracting  parties,  in  manifestation  of  its  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the 
said  Treaty. 
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Article  3. 

The  before-mentioned  Treaty  and  the  present  GonreatioB  skall  be  respeeti^djr 
ratified  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  by  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Chile,  and  the  ratifications 
of  both  shall  be  exchanged  within  one  year,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the 
present  Convention,  or  before,  if  possible. 

In  faith  of  which  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  three  copies  of 
the  present  Convention  in  the  English  language,  and  other  tnree  in  the  Spanish 
language,  to  which  they  have  affixed  their  ar«DS. 

Done  in  the  city  of  Santiago,  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  oiir  Iiord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 

(Signed)        JOAQUIN  TOCORNAL.  JOHN  WALPOLE. 

(Seal)  (Seal.) 


No.  162. 

Th^  Hon*.  J.  WalpoU  to  Viwount  Palmer9i9n. 

Falparaiso,  Jmmary  12,  184U 
Mt  Lord,  {Recehed  May  10.) 

The  Despatch  of  the  26th  December,  which  will  accompany  this,  had 
scarcely  been  written,  when  that  from  your  Lordship  of  the  ^nd  of  August, 
1840,  was  delivered  to  me. 

Its  contents  have  caused  me,  I  can  assure  your  Lorddhip,  the  most  serious 
concern,  showing,  as  it  does,  my  omission  in  not  sufficiently  impressing  on 
your  Lordship,  in  my  communication  of  September,  1839,  the  insuperable 
nature  of  the  obstacles  opposed  by  the  Chilian  Senate  to  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  pre- 
sented for  their  consideration. 

The  resolution  to  fix  a  limit  to  treaties  of  a  commercial  nal^ire  celebrated 
with  foreign  powers  was  announced  in  1833  by  the  actual  President  of  Chile; 
its  extension  to  all  treaties,  whatever  may  be  their  purpose  or  object,  has  be^i 
considered  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  as  essential  to  the  national  benefit 

It  was  the  conviction  of  the  unchangeable  nature  of  that  resolve  which 
induced  me  to  accede,  without  waiting  the  further  instructions  from  your  Lord- 
ship, to  the  limitation  stipulated  in  the  2nd  Article  of  the  Convention,  which 
your  Lordship  will  have  received,  and  thus  practically  to  ensure  to  Her  Mar 
jesty's  Government  the  attainment  of  their  purpose — viz.  the  perpetual  aboli* 
tion  of  the  trade  in  slaves  by  Chilian  citizens,  or  by  others  under  the  Chilian 

flag- 

The  spirit  not  only  of  apathy  and  indifference  which  generally  prevailed 
throughout  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  but  that  of  hostility  manifested  by  a  por- 
tion of  its  members,  even  to  the  consideration  of  the  Treaty  itself,  seemed  to 
justify  the  course  which  I  had  pursued. 

Nevertheless,  these  adverse  symptoms  were  not  to  deter  me  from  execating 
the  directions  contained  in  your  Lord^ip's  Despatch,  however  slight  the  ptoa^ 
pect  of  success  which  I  might  entertain  ;  and,  accordingly,  after  an  interview 
with  Don  Joaquin  Tocornal,  from  which  I  derived  but  little  promise,  I  pro* 
ceeded  to  Santiago  to  confer  with  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs.  The  result 
has  not  been  more  satisfactory. 

I  represented  to  His  Excellency  the  earnest  regret  that  Her  Majesty's  Gro- 
vernment  would  experience  on  learning  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  Chambers ; 
their  hopes  of  an  unlimited  duration  being  given  to  the  Treaty ;  I  urged  with  all 
the  enei^  prescribed  the  considerations  suggested  by  your  Lordship,  but  with- 
out eliciting  one  spark  of  hope  of  a  change  in  a  decision,  the  propriety  of  which, 
as  His  Excellency  stated,  was  not  alone  that  of  the  Congress,  but  the  popular 
and  almost  the  universal  sense  of  the  country. 

In  the  additional  Article,  which  I  then  submitted  to  His  Excellency,  he  saw 
no  cause  for  alteration,  since  the  Congress  would  alone  observe  in  it  the  mode 
of  cancelling  the  effiects  of  the  Limitation  Clause,  and  of  thus  rendering  ineffec- 
tual their  precautions. 
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His  Esccellency  added,  that  although  the  GoTerntnent  ooaid  not  inflnenoe, 
they  did  not  participate  in  the  opinion  of  the  Congress,  nor  could  they  foresee 
the  period  for  the  ierarination  of  the  Treaty ;  but  that  in  contemptation  of  so 
mAMrtuoate  an  event,  they  would  compromise  themselves  to  maintain  the  law 
attaching  the  punishment  of  piracy  to  the  crime  of  slave«trading«  and  to  main*- 
tain  irrevocably  that  law. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  having  been  baffled  in  the  object  proposed,  and  onauthorised 
to  offer  any  kn'ther  stipulations,  I  abstained  therefrom  ;  but  I  will  venture  to 
Msitre  your  Lordship  that  this  Government^  in  furtherance  of  the  views  of  Her 
Majesty's  Govenmient>  and  with  a  desire  to  promote  their  complete  fulfilment, 
would  cbeeriuUy  consent  to  bind  themselves  in  the  most  solemn  manner  never 
to  for^o  the  principles  involved  in  the  Treaty,  but  to  adhere  inviolably  and 
perpetually  to  the  engagements  contracted  by  the  2nd  Article  in  their  most 
extended  sense. 

I  have   £cc 
(Signed)  JOHN  WALPOLE, 


The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


ConsuUGeneral, 


No/163. 
Vkwmd  PalmersUm  to  the  Hon.  John  Waipole. 

Foreign  OjgHce.May  11,  1841. 

Circular  M  to  preposed  Instructions  to  Chilian  Functicmaries  in  Slave-holding 

Countries. 


(See  No.  3.) 


No.  164. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  the  Hon.  John  Waipole. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office ,  June  8,  1841. 

I  HAVR  received  your  Despatch  of  the  26th  of  December,  1840,  en- 
closings  a  Convention  signed  by  you  and  the  Chilian  Plenipotentiary  on  the  25th 
of  November,  1840,  limiting  to  a  period  often  years  the  duration  of  the  Treaty 
cimduded  by  you  with  Chile  on  the  19th  of  January,  1839,  for  suppressing  the 
Slave  Trade  of  Chile. 

I  have  also  received  your  Despatch  of  the  1st  of  January,  1841,  in  which  you 
mention  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  agree  to  this  limit  to  the  duration  of 
the  Treaty. 

But  on  fliis  subject  I  have  to  refer  you  to  my  Despatch  of  the  22nd  of  Au- 
gust, 1840,  stating  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  consider  arrangements  such 
as  those  contained  in  that  Treaty  will  be  al3solutely  necessary  as  long  as  the 
condition  of  slavery  anywhere  exists  :  and  I  have  to  refer  you  to  my  Despatch 
of  the  16th  of  March,  1841,  observing  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  continue 
still  of  that  opinion  ;  and  I  have  now  to  instruct  you  to  say  to  the  Chilian  Go- 
vernment, that  Her  Majesty's  Government  conceive  it  would  be  unadvisable  to 
stipulate  that  the  Treaty  with  Chile  on  Slave  Trade  should  have  so  short  a  dura- 
tion as  that  which  is  assigned  to  it  by  the  Convention  of  the  5th  of  November, 
1840.  And  you  will  observe  to  the  Chilian  minister,  that  considering  the  length 
of  voyage  between  Chili  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  length  of  time  re<|uired  for 
difdMnatac  coflMmmicfttions  between  the  two  govemmentSp  the  Chilian  Go- 
vefument  flniat  ^ee  the  grave  ot^ections  which  there  are  to  a  Tr^eaty  of  such  a 
dwation. 
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new  measures  for  attaining  the  object  of  the  Treaty,  or  for  remedying  inconve- 
niences which  shipping  might  be  found  to  have  suffered  under  it^  the  parties  to 
the  Treaty  will  consult  together  for  the  complete  attainment  of  these  objects. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  is  willing  to  consent  that  a  similar  stipulation  to 
this  shall  be  added  to  the  Treaty  with  Chile  of  the  19th  of  January,  1839. 

1  have  to  instruct  you,  therefore,  to  endeavour  by  all  the  arguments  in  your 
power  to  induce  the  Chilian  minister  to  agree  to  ratify  the  original  Treaty  of 
the  19th  of  January,  1839,  annexing  thereto  an  additional  article  to  the  effect  of 
that  which  I  enclose,  instead  of  the  Convention  which  you  signed  on  the  25th 
of  November,  1840,  and  which  cannot  be  ratified  by  Her  Majesty. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

The  Hon.  John  Walpole, 
Sfc.       Sfc.       Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  164. 

Article  14. 

As  the  principal  object  of  this  Treaty,  Additional  Articles,  and  three  Annexes, 
which  form  part  of  it,  is  no  other  than  that  of  preventing  the  traffic  in  slaves 
without  any  annoyance  to  the  respective  merchant-shipping  of  the  two  nations, 
the  High  Contracting  Parties,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments,  agree  that  if  in 
f\iture  it  should  appear  necessary  to  adopt  new  measures  for  attaining  the  said 
beneficent  object,  or  for  obviating  any  inconvenience  to  the  aforesaid  shipping 
which  experience  shall  have  made  known,  in  consequence  of  those  established  in 
this  Treaty,  Additional  Articles  and  Annexes  proving  inefficacious,  the  said  High 
Contracting  Parties  will  consult  together  for  the  complete  attainment  of  the 
object  proposed. 


No.  165. 

The  Honourable  John  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Santiago,  February  21,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  June  7.) 

[  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  ^nd  translation  of 
a  note  which  I  received  yesterday  from  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  con- 
taining the  first  official  notification  of  the  approbation  of  the  Treaty  and  Conven- 
tion relating  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  by  the  Congress,  and  of  the 
disposition  of  the  President  to  ratify  the  same. 

1  have  restricted  myself  to  a  simple  acknowledgment  of  its  receipt. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  WALPOLE, 

Consul'  General. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  *c. 


Enclosure  in  No.  165. 

M.  Moult  to  the  Hon.  John  Walpole. 

(Translation.)  Santiago,  February  20,  1841. 

Desirous  that  no  renewed  delavs  should  accidentally  occur  in  the  publi- 
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Thus  I  act  by  order  of  His  Excellency,  and  I  profit  by  this  occasion  to  reiterate 
to  you  the  sentiments  of  high  consideration  with  which 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)      *     MANUEL  MOULT, 

The  Consul-General  of  Her  Britannic  Majesti/. 


No.  166. 

T%e  Honourable  John  Tf^alpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Valparaiso^  May  15,  1841. 
(Extract.)  {Received  September  24.) 

Previous  to  the  infliction  of  severe  indisposition,  which  ultimately  com- 
pelled  me  to  remove  to  the  more  favourable  climate  of  this  port  for  my  recovery, 
and  to  abstain  from  all  serious  occupation,  I  had  an  interview  with  the  newly 
appointed  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Don  Jose  Miguel  Irarrazaval. 

In  my  former  Despatch  of  January  the  12th  of  this  year,  1  had  conveyed  to 
your  Lordship  the  sense  of  the  Government  at  that  time  in  existence,  and  the 
declaration  of  the  minister  as  to  the  extent  to  which  they  could,  satisfied  of  the 
unconquerable  opposition  of  the  Chambers  to  a  treaty  unlimited  in  point  of  time, 
venture  to  compromise  themselves  ;  but,  seeing  nothing  in  all  this  so  conclusive 
as  to  impede  my  recurrence  to  the  subject  at  a  more  favourable  opportunity,  it 
formed  the  principal  object  of  my  visit. 

I  proposed  to  His  Excellency  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legis- 
lature the  Convention  signed  in  the  month  of  November  of  the  last  year,  with 
a  view  to  the  limitation  clause  being  expunged. 

I  reiterated  my  conviction  of  the  determination  of  the  British  Government, 
founded  as  it  was  on  the  most  sound  and  incontestable  objections,  to  reject  the 
Treaty  while  its  operation  should  be  restricted  to  any  fixed  limits  :  I  repeated 
all  that  your  Lordship  had  suggested  in  your  last  Despatch,  and  I  expressed 
myself  thoroughly  persuaded  that  the  Congress  about  to  meet  would  not  inter- 
pose a  clause  so  prejudicial  to  a  Treaty  having  directly  for  its  object  the  ame- 
lioration of  an  oppressed  class  of  our  own  species,  but  from  which  the  state  of 
Chile  would  also  indirectly  derive  importance,  had  it  been  discouraged,  and  the 
Treaty  in  its  original  form  been  earnestly  supported  by  the  Government. 

His  Excellency  replied,  that,  although  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  present 
at  the  discussion  of  the  Treaty,  he  had  been  equally  ignorant  of  iis  existence  as 
of  the  nature  of  the  motives  which  induced  the  addition  of  the  limitation  clause; 
that  no  just  cause  for  it  offered  itself  to  his  mind,  and  that  he  should  not  hesitate 
in  lending  his  assistance  for  its  abrogation. 

I  then  entreated  him  to  prepare  the  Chambers  for  its  renewed  discussion,  and 
to  animate  them  to  the  adoption  of  his  own  views,  by  recommending  the  pro- 
posed change  to  their  favourable  consideration  in  the  President's  opening 
speech.  To  this  he  willingly  consented,  and  voluntarily  proposed  a  similar  ad- 
mission into  the  memoir  which  he  should  also  present. 


No.  167. 

The  Earl  (ff  Aberdeen  to  the  Honourable  John  Walpole. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  184L 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 
(See  No.  10.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


118  CHILE. 

:No.  168.  '    ? 

The  Honourable  Join  Walpole  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Santiago,  June  27,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  November  22.) 

I  HAD  last  night  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch^  dated 
August  13th,  1840,  together  with  one  copy  of  two  series  of  Papers  relating  to 
the  Slave  Trade,  which  had  been  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  during 
the  last  Session  by  Her  Majesty's  command. 

T  have  &C 
(Signed)        JOHN  WALPOLE, 
The  Right  Han.  Vi$eaunt  PalmersUmj  G.C.B.,  Consul-General 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  ie9. 

JB^etraet  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  John  Walpole  io  Mr.  Bidmell. 

Santiago  {Chile),  July  ^,  184L 

After  much  patient  endurance  and  yexatious  discusskm  I  hare  setded 
the  Slave  Trade  Treaty  in  a  way  which  I  hope  will  satisfy  Her  Majesty's  Grovera- 
ment,  at  least  for  the  present. 

The  Right  of  Search  is  limited,  not  in  point  of  time,  but  of  space,  mnd  the  por- 
tion given  is  much  more  extensive  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  Treaty  with 
Venezuela. 

This  Government  proposed  its  Fifth  Article  as  a  modd :  I  rejected  it  as  in 
admissible,  and  proposed,  so  far  as  regarded  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  range  sti- 

Eulated  in  the  Third  Article  of  the  Nueva  Grenada  Counter  Project  mentioned 
1  Mr.  Adams's  Despatch  of  August  29,  1839.  This  was  as  strongly  resisted  by 
this  Government,  and  after  much  consideration  and  many  vain  attempts  to  obtain 
more  longitude,  I  was  fain  to  put  up  with  the  Venezuela  limits  extended  to  25 
degrees  north,  and  40  degrees  south  latitude. 

Within  this  scope  are  included  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Verd  Islands  to  fire  ^- 
grees  south  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  will  also  give  room,  I  should  hope, 
to  intercept  vessels  coming  round  from  Mozambique,  since  I  understand  they 
are  seldom  met  with  in  a  more  southern  latitude. 

I  hope,  shortly,  to  get  it  through  the  Chambers  and  ratified,  or  at  least  an  as- 
surance of  its  being  so,  and  I  will  lose  no  time  in  sending  it  home. 


No,  170. 

The  Eari  of  Aberdeen  to  the  Honourable  John  WaJpole. 

Foreign  Office,  December  31, 183L 
Circular  for  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  14.) 
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No.  17L 

Mr.  Cape  to  Mr.  Bidwett. 

Consulate  of  the  Equator^  Guayaquily  September  1,  1840. 
SiRy  (Received  January  2, 184L) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  annexed  a  Irauslathin  in  the  SpanMt  hm- 

Kage>  as  published  in  the  *'  Equatorian  Gazette  "  at  Quito,  of  the  Apostolical 
tter  promulgated  by  his  Holiness  the  Pope,  on  the  3rd  of  December,  1839,  on 
the  subject  of  Slave  Trade,  a  copy  of  which  I  reoeived  in  a  Despatch  from 
Viscount  Palmerston,  dated  February  20,  1840,  with  instructions  to  cause  it  to 
be  inserted  in  the  public  Gazette  of  the  Equator. 

X  have  &c* 
John  Bidwelh  Esq.,  (Signed)     '       WALTER  COPE. 

Sfc.      Sfc.      Sfc. 


No.  172. 

Mr.  Cope  1o  Viscount  Pahnerettm. 

Consulate  of  the  Equator y  Cruayaquih  October  30^84  0« 
Mt  LoKD,  {Recmwd  February  20, 1841.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship*s  De- 
spatch i£  the  23rd  of  April,  and  of  the  two  copies,  which  accompanied  it,  of  a 
Treaty  concluded  at  Caracas  on  the  15lh  of  March,  1839,  between  Her  Majesty 
ipid  the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WALTER  COPE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Fiseount  Palmerston,  G.CB.y 
cfc.  cfc*  efc* 


No.  173. 

Viteount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Cope. 

Foreign  Office,  AprU  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  174. 
Viseount  Palmerston  to  Mr,  ^ope. 


A       •t  nrk     1  rk  ill 
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Ne.  175. 

Viscount  Palmer^ton  to  Mr.  Cope. 

Foreign  Office,  May  8, 1841. 
Circular  on  holding  or  being*  interested  in  Slave  Property. 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  176. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Cope. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1S4L 
Circular  sending  printed  Papers  on  Slave  Trade  presented  to  Parliament,  1841. 

(See  No.  10.) 

No.  177. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Cope. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  for  all  Laws  upon  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  14.) 


No.  178. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  fValter  Cope. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office^  December  31,  1841. 

By  a  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  7th  of  April,  1840,  and  to  the 
note  therein  enclosed  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
Republic  of  the  Equator,  I  perceive  that  no  difficulty  was  anticipated  either  by 
yourself  or  by  that  Minister  to  the  successful  termination  of  the  negotiation  with 
which  you  were  charged  for  concluding  with  him  a  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Republic  of  the  Equator  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade.  But  I 
regret  to  observe  that  since  that  period  no  communication  appears  to  have 
been  received  at  this  office  from  you  upon  the  subject  of  this  negotiation  :  and  I 
have  therefore  to  desire  that,  on  receiving  this  Despatch,  you  will  lose  no  time  in 
putting  yourself  again  in  communication  with  the  Minister  of  the  Republic  of  the 
Equator,  and  that  you  will  use  your  utmost  efforts  to  conclude  this  Treaty  with- 
out any  further  delay. 

I  am,  &c. 
PTalter  Cope,  Esq.  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

Sfc.      Sfc.      Sfc. 
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No.  179. 

Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Pdmerston. 

Mextcoy  December  19,  1840. 
My  Lord,  {Received  February  15, 1841.) 

From  the  enclosed  copy  and  translation  of  a  note  which  I  received 
yesterday  from  the  acting  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  your  Lordship  will  see 
that  the  President  has  granted  full  powers  to  Don  Luis  Cuevas,  of  whose  ap- 
pointment as  Minister  to  England  I  have  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lord- 
ship by  another  Despatch  of  this  date,  to  conclude  with  me  the  alterations  desired 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  the  Treaty  which  was  signed  here  on  the  16th 
of  May  last. 

I  am  sure  that  Seflor  Cuevas  feels  the  best  disposition  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  also  that  when  the  new  Treaty  is  signed*  he 
will  do  everything  in  his  power  to  obtain  its  ratification  by  the  Chambers,  in 
order  if  possible  to  have  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  it  to  your  Lordship  in  a 
complete  state  on  his  arrival  in  England. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  R.  PAKENHAM. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.R, 
8[c.  8fc..  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 


Enclosure  in  No.  179. 

Mr.  Monctsterio  to  Mr.  Pakenham. 

National  Palace,  Meadco,  December  16,  1840. 


The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  acquaint  Mr.  Richard  Paken- 
ham that  his  Excellency  the  President  has  been  pleased  to  grant  to  his  Excel- 
lency Seiior  Don  Luis  Gonzaga  Cuevas  full  powers,  in  order  that,  again  taking 
into  consideration  certain  articles  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade  signed  in  this  capital  on  the  16th  of  May  of  the  present  year,  he  may 
make  therein  such  alterations  as  he  may  judge  expedient,  to  the  end  that  this 
negotiation  may  be  definitively  arranged  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the 
Governments  of  Mexico  and  Great  Britain. 

His  Excellency  the  President,  in  thus  meeting  the  late  suggestions  of  Mr. 
Pakenham  contained  in  his  note  of  the  13th  of  August  last,  has  directed  the 
Undersigned  to  communicate  to  him  the  above  resolution,  which  the  Under- 
signed now  does ;  and  he  avails  himself,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

Richard  Pakenhamy  Esq. 
Sfc.        8fc         Sfc. 


No.  180. 

Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Mexico,  January  25,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  March  19.) 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  by  my  Despatch  of  the  19th 
of  last  month,  that  the  President  had  appointed  Seflor  Cuevas,  who  will  shortly 
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proceed  to  England  as  Minister  from  this  Republic^  to  complete  with  me  the 
negotiation  of  the  Treaty  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  the  Slave  Trade 
under  the  Mexican  flag. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  the  negotiation  of  the 
Treaty  is  concluded,  and  that  it  will  be  laid  before  the  Chambers  as  soon  as  the 
two  copies  for  signature  can  be  got  ready. 

The  following  are  the  alterations  which  have  been  introduced  into  the  Treaty 
from  the  form  in  which  it  stood  when  last  submitted  to  your  Lordship. 

In  Article  II.,  instead  of  the  stipulation  on  the  part  of  Mexico  **  that  within 
two  months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications/'  a  law  should  be  passed  im- 

Ksing  the  severest  punishment  on  persons  taking  part  in  the  Slave  Trade,  the 
exican  Government  undertakes  to  procure  the  enactment  of  the  proposed  law 
^^  as  soon  as  possible  ;"  because  it  was  considered  that  perhaps  the  periods  fixed 
for  the  despatch  of  business  in  the  Congress  might  not  admit  of  the  law  being  - 
passed  within  two  months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications ;  and  also  that 
a  stipulation  so  peremptory  in  point  of  time  might  indispose  the  Chambers,  and 
create  a  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  ratification. 

Article  3  has  been  altered  according  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
Lordship's  despatch  of  the  10th  of  June  last;  that  is  to  say,  the  Mexican  Go- 
vernment engage  to  introduce  into  the  Congress  a  law  declaring  Slave  Trade  to 
be  piracy — ^the  stipulation  for  an  additional  Convention  upon  this  point  being 
omitted,  and  instead  of  it^  it  is  provided  that  both  the  high  contracting  parties  shaR 

})romuIgate  or  propose  in  their  respective  legislatures  the  most  suitable  measures 
or  carrying  into  immediate  execution  the  laws  of  piracy  which  are  to  be  ap- 
plicable to  the  Slave  Trade  according  to  the  legistotion  of  the  two  countries, 
with  respect  to  the  vessels  and  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  two  nations. 

In  Article  7  an  important  alteration  has  been  made^  but  one  to  which  I  hope 
that  your  Lordship  will  not  object. 

It  was  signified  in  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  10th  of  June  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  agree  that  Mexican  slave  vessels  captured  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  westward  of  a  certain  longitude^  should  be  brought 
to  trial  before  a  Mexican  tribunal ;  while  British  vessels  captured  within  those 
confines  should  be  taken  to  a  British  possession  for  trial ;  it  being  agreed  that 
both  British  and  Mexican  vessels  detained  to  the  eastward  of  the  specified  de- 
gree of  longitude  should  be  sent  for  adjudication  to  the  nearest  British  pos- 
session. This  stipulation  Sefior  Cuevas  considered  would  be  fatal  to  the 
Treaty  in  the  Congress,  as  not  offering  sufficient  reciprocity ;  seeing  that,  by 
.the  arrangement  tnerein  proposed,  Mexican  vessels  would,  in  certain  cases,  be 
subject  to  trial  by  an  Eng^lish  tribunal,  while  in  no  case  would  an  English 
vessel  be  brought  to  trial  before  a  tribunal  of  this  country. 

As  I  consider  Seiior  Cuevas'  apprehension  as  to  the  jealonsy  with  which 
such  an  arrangement  would  be  viewed  by  the  Chambers  to  be  well  founded, 
I  thought  it  prudent  to  yield  to  his  opinion  upon  this  point;  said,  ac- 
cordingly, instead  of  the  stipulation  originally  proposed,  it  nas  been  agreed 
that  vessels  detained  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  shall  be 
sent  for  trial  to  the  nearest  possession  of  the  country  to  which  the  captured 
vessel  belongs,  except  there  snould  happen  to  be  slaves  on  board  at  the  time 
of  capture,  in  which  case  the  vessel  shall  be  sent  or  conducted  to  the  nearest 
possession  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  or  to  such  place  belonging  to 
either  of  them  as  the  commander  of  the  capturing  ship  ^all  think  may  be 
soonest  reached,  in  order|that  the  slaves  may  be  there  disembarked.  The  vessel^ 
vnlh  her  cai^o,  commander,  and  crew,  to  be  then  sent  to  the  place  where  she 
is  to  be  tried,  in  conformity  with  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  same  Article. 

My  reason  for  hoping  that  your  Lordship  will  not  object  to  thi^  arrange- 
ment, is  that  it  is  essentially  the  same  as  that  contained,  with  reference  to  the 
flace  of  trial,  in  the  Treaty  with  Venezuela,  which  has  already  been  ratified  by 
ler  Majesty ;  and,  as  the  circumstances  of  Venezuela  are  much  the  same  as 
those  of  Mexico,  I  am  inclined  to  hope  that  what  was  approved  of  with  regard 
to  that  country  will  not  be  held  open  to  objection  with  regard  to  this. 

As  relates  to  the  place  of  depositing  the  n^roes,  it  is  true  that  in  the  Treaty 
with  Venezuela  it  is  agreed  that  in  every  case  they  shall  be  landed  at  a  British 
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is  still  tolerated,  whereas  it  has  long  ceased  to  exist  in  this  country,  and  conse- 
quently there  will  be  no  risk  that  negroes  landed  in  any  part  of  the  Mexican 
territory  can  be  .reduced  to  a  state  of  slavery. 

Besides,  my  Lord^  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  speculation  as  to  the 
practical  operation  of  this  or  that  provision  of  the  Treaty  with  Mexico  is  per- 
fectly ideal:  the  Treaty  once  concluded  and  ratiOed,  it  is  not  within  the 
bounds  of  probability  that  the  flag  of  this  repaUic  should  ever  be  used  by 
vessels  engaged  in  shive-trading ;  even  without  a  treaty  it  is  not  known  that 
the  Mexican  flag  has  ever  been  so  employed ;  and  once  it  shall  be  settled,  by* 
the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty,  that  ih&re  will  be  do  advantage  in  adopting  for 
slaving  operations  the  flag  of  this  republic,  in  preference  to  the  flag  of  Spain 
or  any  other  country,  I  think  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  almost  a  matter  of 
certainty  that  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  for  the  trial  of  vessels  under  Mexican 
colours^  and  other  measures  dependent  thereon,  will  never  come  into  practical 
execution. 

The  observations  contained  in  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  10th  of  June, 
relative  to  the  inconvenience  of  limiting  the  operation  of  the  Treaty  to  a  term 
of  years,  have  had  due  weight  with  the  Mexican  Government ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, no  such  limitMion  will  be  found  in  the  present  Treaty.  But  as  it  was 
considered  absolutely  necessary,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  the 
Chambers,  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  a  revisal  of  the  Treaty  by 
mutual  consent,  in  case  it  should  be  found  to  cause  vexation  or  annoyance  to 
the  trade  of  this  country ;  instead  of  the  Article  whereby  the  former  Treaty 
was  made  terminable  after  eight  years  at  the  demand  of  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  an  Article  has  been  introduced  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  As  the  principal  object  of  this  Treaty,  additional  articles  and  annexes, 
which  form  a  part  of  it,  is  no  other  than  that  of  preventing  the  traffic  in  slaves 
without  any  annoyance  to  the  respective  merchant  shipping  of  the  two  nations, 
the  high  contracting  parties,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments,  agree  that  if 
in  future  it  should  be  necessary  to  adopt  new  measures  for  attaining  the  said 
beneficent  object,  or  for  obviating  any  inconvenience  to  the  aforesaid  shipping 
which  experience  shall  have  made  known,  in  consequence  of  the  measures 
established  by  this  Treaty,  additional  Articles  and  annexes  proving  inefficacious, 
the  said  high  contracting  parties  will  consult  together  for  the  complete  attain- 
ment of  the  end  proposed." 

In  some  other  Articles  of  the  Treaty  a  few  verbal  alterations  have  been 
made,  but  none  of  sufficient  importance  to  deserve  mention. 

In  the  additional  Articles  and  annexes  there  will  be  no  alterations  save  those 
arising  out  of  alterations  in  the  Articles  in  the  Treaty  on  which  they  depend. 

I  hav6  olc 
(Signed)        '  R."  PAKENHAM. 

Tke  Right  Hon.  Viacouni  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  181. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty  s  Ministers  and  Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  AprillS,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 
No.  182. 
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No,  183, 

Mr.  PaJcenham  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Meccico,  February  25,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  April  26.) 

In  my  Despatch  of  the  25th  of  last  motAh,  I  had  the  honour  to  mention 
that  the  amended  Treaty  with  this  Government  for  the  prevention  of  the  Slave 
Trade  under  the  Mexican  flag  was  in  a  state  of  forwardness. 

In  the  same  Despatch  I  had  the  honour  to  explain  the  alterations  which,  in 
order  the  better  to  overcome  the  scruples  of  the  Chambers,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  introduce  into  this  Treaty,  from  the  form  in  which  it  stood  when 
last  submitted  to  your  Lordship. 

The  Treaty,  which  was  signed  yesterday,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose ; 
and  I  earnestly  hope  that  it  will  receive  your  Lordship's  approbation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  PAKENHAM. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  O.  C.B, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  184. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Pakenham. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 
Circular  relative  to  proposed  Instructions  to  Mexican  Functionaries  in  Slave- 
holding  countries. 

(See  No.  3.) 

No.  185. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Pakenham. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  May  26,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  25th  of  February,  1841,  trans- 
mitting the  Treaty  which  you  have  concluded  between  Her  Majesty  and  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  highly  approve  the  zeal  and  the  judgment  which 
you  have  shown  in  the  negotiation  of  this  Treaty ;  and  Her  Majesty  has  com- 
manded that  ratifications  of  this  Treaty  shall  be  prepared,  to  be  exchanged  against 
those  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

I  am,  &c. 
Richard  Pakenham,  Esq.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

SfC.  JfC.  ^c. 

No.  186. 
Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Mexico,  August  14,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  7.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatches  of  the  15th 
and  22nd  of  April,  enclosing  copies  of  the  Treaties  concluded  between  Her  Ma- 
jesty and  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Republic  of 
Hayti,  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have  communicated  these  Treaties  to  the  Mexican  Government. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
of  the  11th  of  May.  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  therein  contained,  I  have 
addressed  a  note  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  inviting  this  Government  to 
address  to  its  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  instructions  similar  to  those  con* 
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tained  in  your  Lordship's  circular  letter  of  the  8th  of  May,  a  copy  of  which 
accompanies  your  Lordship's  Despatch  last  referred  to. 

I  hciV6   &C» 
(Signed)        '    R.  PAKENHAM. 

^fhe  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  187. 

Mr.  Pakenham  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Mexico,  August  13,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  October  11.) 

I  LOST  no  time  in  fulfilling  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  11th  of  May,  by  addressing  a  note  to  the  Mexican  Government, 
inviting  them  to  issue  to  their  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  instructions 
similar  to  those  set  forth  in  your  Lordship's  circular  letter  to  the  British  func- 
tionaries in  such  countries,  a  copy  of  which  letter  accompanied  your  Lordship's 
Despatch. 

1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  note  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  upon  this  subject,  and  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  the  answer  returned  by 
Sefior  Camacho,  from  which  your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  Mexican  Go- 
vernment accede  without  hesitation  to  the  wishes  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  as  far  as  relates  to  the  issue  of  the  desired  instructions ;  but  Sefior  Camacho 
has  thought  proper  on  this  occasion  to  introduce  some  observations  respecting  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  Texas,  the  spirit  and  intent  of  which  will  at  once  be  appa- 
rent to  your  Lordship,  and  respecting  which  I  forbear,  accordingly,  to  offer  any 

comment. 

T  have  oLc 

(Signed)         '  R.*  PAKENHAM. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstony  G.C.B., 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  187. 
Mr.  Pakenham  to  M.  Camacho. 


Meocico,  August  9,  1841. 

It  would  appear  from  information  which  has  reached  Her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's Government  that  persons  appointed  by  different  governments  to  reside  as 
ministers,  or  consuls,  or  agents  in  slave-holding  countries,  are  sometimes  in  the 
habit  of  hiring  and  maintaining  slaves,  and  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in  which 
slave  property  is  concerned. 

As  by  such  practices  the  functionaries  in  question  give  an  indirect  sanction  to 
slavery,  and  appear  to  countenance  measures  which  tend  to  create  a  demand 
for  slaves,  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  addressed  to  all  British  functionaries 
in  slave-holding  countries  the  circular  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith 
enclosed ;  and  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  think  it  very  important  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Mexican  Government  should  be  expressed  upon  this  subject  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  afford  an  additional  discouragement  to  the  Slave  Trade, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  think  that  much  good  would  be  effected  in  this 
respect,  if  the  Mexican  Government  would  address  to  its  agents  in  slave-holding 
countries  instructions  similar  to  those  contained  in  the  enclosed  circular ;  and 
the  undersigned,  &c.  has  consequently  been  instructed  to  address  to  the  Mexican 
Government  a  note  containing  an  invitation  to  the  above  effect. 

In  fulfilling  the  instructions  which  he  has  received  upon  this  subject,  the 
undersigned  is  justified,  from  the  abhorrence  on  all  occasions  manifested  by  the 
Mexican  Government  of  the  trade  in  slaves,  and  from  the  many  proofs  afforded 
by  the  said  Government  of  an  earnest  desire  to  co-operate  with  the  Govern 
ment  of  England  in  endeavouring  to  effect  the  extinction  of  that  Trade,  that  his 
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Excellency  the  President  will  gladly  embrace  the  present  opportunity  to  show 
to  the  world  the  determination  of  this  Government  not  to  countenance,  however 
indirectly,  any  practice  tending  to  encourage  the  traffic  in  slaves,  or  the  employ- 
ment of  slave  labour. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  PAKENHAM. 

His  Ecocellency  J).  Sebastian  Camacho, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.)  Second  Enclosure  in  No.  187. 

M.  Camacho  to  Mr.  Pakenham. 

Sib,  Mewicoy  August  16^  184L 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  note  of  the  9th^  with  its  en«^ 
closure,  the  circular  letter  from  the  Foreign  Office,  prohibiting  the  agents  of  that 
department  from  deriving  any  advantage  from  slavery  in  countries  where  this 
disgraceful  and  infamous  traffic  is  protected  ;  by  which  note  I  am  also  informed 
of  the  just  desires  of  your  Government,  that  the  Government  of  Mexico  should 
adopt  a  similar  measure,  and  address  instructions  having  the  same^object  to  their 
foreign  agents. 

Accordin^y,  you  may  assure  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  his  Excellency 
the  President  of  the  Republic,  before  whom  I  have  laid  your  note,  entirely 
agreeing  with  their  sentiments,  and  influenced  by  a  full  conviction  ttiat  the 
unjust  and  barbarous  traffic  in  slaves  is  as  repugnant  to  humanity  as  it  is  a 
scandal  to  morality  and  civilization,  has  not  merely  contented  himself  with 
accepting  and  following  up  their  invitation,  by  causing  instructions  similar  to 
those  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  circular  to  be  addressed  to  our  agents 
abroad,  but  has  also  thought  it  expedient  to  extend  its  effects  as  far  as  is  in  his 
power,  by  directing  that  such  agents,  whenever  the  occasion  presents  itself,  shall 
use  their  advocacy  with  the  governments  and  authorities  of  the  countries  where 
they  reside  with  the  same  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  slaves  as  they  would  for  their 
countrymen,  in  fulfilment  of  their  duty,  and  in  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  the 
exercise  of  their  functions. 

Moreover,  as  his  Excellency  the  President  is  always  ready  to  embrace  every 
occasion  that  presents  itself  of  proving  to  the  whole  world  that  his  Government 
will  never  consent  to  countenance,  even  indirectly,  any  practice  tending  to 
encourage  the  trade  in  slaves,  or  their  condemnation  to  compulsory  labour,  his 
Excellency  would  consider  himself  false  to  his  principles,  and  as  betraying  the 
generous  confidence  placed  in  him  by  the  British  Government,  if  he  neglected 
this  opportunity  of  calling  their  attention,  through  you,  to  their  recent  recog- 
nition of  the  insurgent  department  of  Texas,  where,  it  is  well  known,  a  vast 
colony  of  slaves  has  been  settled,  and  that  hateful  traffic  is  in  daily  activity,  since 
in  that  country  there  are  no  other  hands  to  draw  the  wealth  from  its  soil ;  and 
the  hatred  of  the  usurpers  against  people  of  colour  has  been  carried  to  such  a 
pitch,  that  they  have  even  thundered  decrees  of  proscription  against  that  unhappy 
race,  such  as  to  shock  humanity,  and  to  rouse  the  indignation  of  every  govern- 
ment of  enlightened  and  religious  feeling. 

In  giving  utterance  to  these  sentiments,  the  Government  of  Mexico  are  fkr 
from  making  a  formal  charge  against  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  for 
having  thought  proper  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  Texas.  Their  sole 
object  has  been  to  promote  the  good  of  mankind  and  the  liberty  of  all  men, 
whatever  their  origin,  in  every  part  of  the  world ;  and  as  such  too  has  been  the 
generous  and  undeviating  purpose  of  the  British  Cabinet  since  they  had  the 
glory  of  leading  the  van  in  the  abolition  of  a  hateful  traffic,  it  must  be  believed 
that  if  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the  usurpers  of  Texas  no  terms  have  been  im- 
posed on  them  to  assuage  the  lot  of  the  unfortunate  beings  who  there  groan  in 
slavery,  it  has  been  because  that  Cabinet  had  not  been  furnished  with  very 
correct  information ;  and  they,  consistently  with  their  principles,  will  be  moved 
to  compassion  as  soon  as  they  are  aware  that  in  this  comer  of  the  world  there 
exists  a  class  of  beings  unprotected  and  weighed  down  by  the  chains  of  slavery. 

Such  is  the  confident  hope  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  reserving,  however, 
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their  right  of  acting  in  this  matter  as  their  duty  may  require :  and  in  making  tins 
communication  to  you  by  command  of  my  Government, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  SEBASTIAN  CAMACHO 

Richard  Pakenham,  Esq., 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 


No.  188. 

Mr*  JoUy  to  Mr.  BidwelL 

British  Consulate ^  Tampico,  August  18,  1841. 
Sir,  {Received  October  22.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  15th  April,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  Treaty  concluded  at  Buenos  Ay  res 
on  the  24th  May,  1839,  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Argentine  Confederal 
tion,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  hav6  oLC 
(Signed)  'STEWART  L.  JOLLY, 

John  BidweU,  Esq.j  Acting  Vice-ConsuL 

8fc.    Sfc. 


No.  189. 
Mr.  JoUy  to  Mr.  BidwelL 

British  Consulate,  Tampico,  August  18,  1841. 
Sir,  (Received  October  22,) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  22nd  April,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  Convention,  concluded  at  Port-au- 
Prince  on  the  23rd  DecembCT,  1839,  by  which  the  Republic  of  Hayti  has 
acceded  to  the  Conventions  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  concluded 
between  his  late  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the  French,  on  the  30th  November, 
1831,  and  the  22nd  March,  1833. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)  '  STEWART  L.  JOLLY, 

John  Bidwett,  Esq.,  Acting  Vice-Consul. 

Sfc.      Sfc. 


No.  190. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Her  Mafesiff's  Ministers  and  Consuls, 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  184L 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  10.) 


No.  191. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Pakenham. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  November  24,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  30th  August  last,  enclosing  copy 
of  a  note  from  Seflor  Camacho,  stating  that  the  Mexican  Government  have 
prohibited  their  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  from  hemg  directly  or  in- 
directly interested  in  slave  property ;  and  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  ex- 
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press  to  Sefior  Camacho  the  cordial  thanks  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for 
this  communication. 

(Signed)  '         ABERDEEN. 
R.  Pakenham,  Esq.^ 
Sfc.    Sfc.    Sfc. 

No.  192. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Pakenham. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  asking  for  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No.  14.) 

No.  193. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Pakenham. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  31,  1841. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  25th  February  last,  and  to  the 
Despatch  to  you  of  the  26th  of  May  following,  respecting  the  Treaty  for  the 
suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  of  Mexico,  signed  by  you  under  the  first- 
mentioned  date,  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  the  Mexican  ratification  of  that 
Treaty  has  not  yet  reached  this  country:  and  I  have  to  desire  that  if  that  rati- 
fication shall  not  have  been  completed  or  forwarded  to  London  when  you 
receive  this  Despatch,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  urging  the  Government  of 
Mexico  to  consummate  this  work,  by  completing,  without  further  delay,  and 
forwarding  to  London,  the  ratification  referred  to,  for  exchange  against  that  of 
Her  Majesty  in  London. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

Richard  Pakenham,  Esq., 
Sfc.        Sfc.        Sfc. 
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No.  194. 

Viscount  Patmerston  to  Mr.  Hood. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  195. 

Viscouiit  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hood. 

Foreign  Office,  Aprils,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 
(See  No.  2.) 

No.  196. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Mandeville. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  April  23,  184L  J 

The  enclosed  communication  from  Her  M^esty's  Charg6  d' Affaires  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro  contains  a  statement  that  Don  F.  Kivera,  President  of  Monte- 
video, has  given  liberty  to  all  slaves  throughout  the  Oriental  Republic,  and  has 
caused  all  those  liberated  slaves  who  could  serve  to  be  enlisted  in  a  military 
corps  for  the  defence  of  that  country. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  sincerely  rejoice  that  freedom  has  been  conferred 
upon  these  persons  upon  any  terms ;  and  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  use 
your  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  the  re-establishment  of  slavery  in  Monte- 
video. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

J.  H.  MandeviUe,  Esq., 
8fc.      Sfc.      Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  196. 

Mr.  Ouseley  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Bio  de  Janeiro,  February  28,  1841. 
(See  Class  B.,  No.  417,  p.  614.) 

No.  197. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hood. 
Sib,.  Foreign  Office,  April  23,  184L 
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has  givea  liberty  to  all  slaves  throughout  the  Oriental  Republic,  and  caused  all 
those  liberated  slaves  who  could  serve  to  be  enlisted  in  a  military  corps  for  the 
defence  of  that  country. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  sincerely  rejoice  that  freedom  has  been  conferred 
upon  these  persons  upon  any  terms ;  and  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  use 
your  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  the  re-establishment  of  slavery  in  Monte- 
video. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

T.  S.  Hood,  Esq., 

Sfc.     Sfc.     Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  197. 
Mr.  Oneeley  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  February  28,  1841. 
(See  Class  B.,  No.  417,  p.  614.) 

No.  198. 

Fiscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Hood. 

Foreign  Office,  May  8,  1841. 
Circular  Instruction  on  holding  or  being  interested  in  Slave  Property. 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  199. 

Ftscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  MandeviUe. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11,  1841. 

Circular  Tnsfrucfion  on  proposed  Instructions  to  Montevidean  Functionaries 

in  Slave-holding  Countries. 

(See  No.  a) 

No.  800. 
Mr.  Hood  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 
Mt  Lo&D,  Montevideo,  February  US,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  lafawMtion,  the 
copy  and  translation  of  a  circular  note,  dated  the  8th  instaiit,  whidi  the 
Oriental  Government  of  the  Uruguay  have  caused  to  be  directed  to  the 
foreign  consuls  resident  in  Montevideo,  requesting  them  to  recommend  to 
their  respective  counjlrymen  that,  during  the  present  crisis,  they  should  send 
any  slaves  they  may  possess  to  some  foreign  country,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  their  being  taken  for  the  service  of  arms  by  the  Commander  of 
an  armed  force  which  the  Minister  supposes  may  come  from  Buenos  Ay  res  to 
invade  the  republic ;  and  also  intimating  that  after  a  certain  period  the  Go- 
vernment will  proceed  to  adopt  other  precautionary  measures  which  may  seem 
to  it  necessary  for  its  security. 

The  only  observation  that  appears  to  me  necessary  to  make  to  your  Lord- 
ship in  this  case  is,  that  there  are  very  few  slaves  belonging  to  British  subjects, 
and  those  few  are  principally  confined  to  household  servants.  The  proposal  of 
the  Government  is,  however,  perfectly  illusory,  since  there  does  not  exist  any 
place  or  country  which  slaves  could  be  safely  removed  to  for  security,  nor  indeed 
was  this  ever  the  intention  of  the  Government,  who  only  propose  this  imprac- 
ticable plan  to  disarm  complaint  against  a  measure  which  General  Rivera  has 
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in  ooatemplatioQ  far  adopting  the  identical  measore  which  he  alleges  his  efiemies 
mi^bt  doy  that  is  to  place  all  the  Hiaie  slavie  populatioQ  at  the  disposal  of  the 
GoveriHBeiit,  which  will  give  him  the  naeaas  of  laisiiig  three  or  four  thousand 
black  troops^  and  a  coasideraUe  0uai  of  money  for  ei^cusing  the  rest  from  mili- 
tary service. 

Whatever  may  be  the  demerits  of  this  measure,  it  will  certainly  have  the  effect 
of  weakening  the  security  in  slave  property,  and  thereby  of  greatly  decreasing  the 
slave  importations. 

I  have^  &c. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  SAMUEL  HOOD. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viseadnt  Palmerston^  G.CJB., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sic. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  200. 
(Translation.) 

The  Montevidean  Minuter  to  Mr,  Hood. 

Montevideo,  February  8,  1841. 

The  Undersigned  M'mister  Secretary  of  State  in  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs  has  been  ordered  by  the  Government  to  address  hinoself  to  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  Consul-General  vnth  the  object  of  making  known  to  him 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  the  Government  is  afraid  of  finding  itself 
soon  in  a  conflict  which  may  be  of  great  consequence  to  the  countrymen  of  the 
Consul-General ;  the  Government  wishes  to  prevent  this  conflict  in  a  m^iner 
which  may  be  most  conformable  to  the  interests  of  the  republic,  and  least  preju- 
dicial to  the  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 

The  Consul  knows  that  the  comitry  is  threatened  with  an  approachmg  a- 
vasion  by  the  Governor  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  he  knows  also  that  this  Governor 
does  not  consider  the  means  when  bethinks  that  they  are  conducive  to  his  ends; 
that  he  adopts  with  the  greatest  indifference  the  most  anarchical  and  antisocial 
measures,  such  as  that  of  provoking  the  slaves  to  commit  treason  upon  their 
masters,  and  to  obtain  liberty  by  taking  reftige  in  his  military  camps ;  lastly,  the 
Consul  knows  that  this  has  been  done  in  Buenos  Ayres  ;  the  Governor  of  Buenos 
Ayres  did  not  publish  a  decree,  but  he  seduced  all  the  slaves,  and  his  camp  of 
tiie  SaatoB  Lugares  bg^anrie  filled  ul  a  very  &w  days  with  slaves  of  both  sexes. 

It  is  this  example  that  makes  the  Government  prudently  fear  that  the  same 
means  be  employed  in  the  territory  of  the  republic  as  soon  as  the  Buenos  Ayrean 
forces  shall  enter  it,  and  with  so  much  more  reason  since  in  the  territory  of  the 
republic  there  is  a  considerable  number  ol  slaves  the  greater  part  of  them  be- 
longing to  subjects  of  different  nations. 

The  Government  is  resolved  to  respect,  and  to  have  the  private  property  of 
all,  and  particularly  of  the  foreigners  resident  in  the  country,  respected;  but  it 
cannot  carry  this  respect  so  far  as  to  consent  that  its  enemy  should  convert  it  to 
its  own  prejudice;  it  would  be  grons  ignorance  to  wait  until  the  enemy  should 
begin  to  do  in  the  territory  of  the  republic  what  it  has  done  in  Buenos  Ayres 
and  Cordova  before  it  puts  itself  on  its  guard,  and  on  this  account  it  is  also 
resolved  to  intimate  to  the  owners  of  slaves  that  they  may  take  them  away  front 
the  territory  of  the  republic  to  any  part  that  is  not  the  enemy's  territory  within  a 
given  time^  after  which  the  Government  will  take  such  measures  respectiog 
slaves  as  it  may  consider  necessary  for  its  security. 

The  undersigned  Minister  trusts^  as  also  does  his  Government,  that  the  Coo- 
sul-General  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  will  duly  appreciate  the  difficult  positioa 
in  which  the  country  is^  and  that  he  will  persuade  himself  that  it  has  lo  other 
alternative  than  the  one  already  indicated^  nor  any  other  means  of  conciliating 
the  respect  which  it  wishes  to  observe  towards  property  with  what  its  own  se- 
curity exacts.  If  it  had  found  any  other  means  of  avoiding  this  conflict  which 
should  be  less  grievous  to  private  persons  and  should  not  compromise  its  owm 
existence,  it  would  have  adopted  it,  and  it  is  disposed  to  adopt  it  if  it  should 
present  itself  to  it. 

The  Government  has  wi^died  to  prevent  in  time  the  complaints  and  reclama- 
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tioDS  which  might  have  been  made  on  adopting  the  measure,  and  has  ordered 
the  undersigned  to  make  this  known  to  the  Consul  beforehand,  and  in  fulfilling 
this  order  he  has  the  honour  to  offer  him  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)  FRANCISCO  ANTONIO  VIDAL. 

Her  Britannic  Majesttfa  Consul-General, 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  200. 

Mr.  Hood  to  the  Montevidean  Minister. 

Montevideo^  February  12,  1841. 

The  undersigned^  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul-General,  has  the 
honour  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  "  Circular  "  which  his  Excellency  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Anairs  addressed  to  him  on  the  8th  instant,  relative  to 
slave  property  in  possession  of  foreigners,  which  shall  be  forwarded  for  the 
information  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned,  in  the  meanwhile^  considers  it  his  duty  to  say  that  he  does 
not  fully  comprehend  what  his  Excellency  intends,  because  the  remedy  proposed 
of  sending  slaves  out  of  the  country  is  positively  impracticable  to  any  but 
Brazilians,  and  theirs  would  be  liable  to  capture  if  met  by  British  cruisers  on 
the  hi^h  seas.  If,  however,  it  should  prove,  as  it  is  publicly  reported,  that  the 
executive  intends,  by  some  legislative  enactment,  to  appropriate  this  class  of 
proi)erty  to  the  service  of  the  state,  it  will  follow  as  a  natural  consequence  that 
]British  subjects  must  be  indemnified  in  specie  for  the  full  value  of  their  pro- 
perty and  the  injuries  they  may  thereby  sustain. 

The  undersigned,  trusting  that  the  Government  will  not  find  itself  placed  in 
the  situation  of  danger  which  it  apprehends  may  justify  this  measure,  salutes 
his  Excellency  with  his  particular  consideration  and  respect 

(Signed)  THOMAS  SAMUEL  HOOD. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  for  Foreign  AffairSy 
8fC.  8fc.  Sfc.^ 


No.  201. 

Mr.  Dale  to  Viscount  Palmerstonl 

Montevideo,  March  24,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  June  14.) 

A  British  merchant,  resident  in  this  city,  has  applied  to  me  to  grant 
a  certificate  of  nationality  to  a  negro  boy,  a  native  of  Mosambique,  lately 
arrived  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  bringing  along  with  him  a  document  (copy 
enclosed),  granted  by  Her  Majesty's  Consul  in  that  city,  certifying  that  the  boy 
had  been  made  free,  and  that  his  freedom  had  been  registered  in  the  books  of 
the  Consulate. 

Whilst  in  a  state  of  slavery  this  boy  was  the  property  of  a  British  subject, 
who  believed  that  by  giving  the  negro  his  freedom  and  having  it  duly  registered 
by  the  British  Consul,  the  individual  would,  at  once,  become  entitled  to 
British  protection ;  and  it  is  upon  this  ground  that  I  have  been  applied  to  for 
a  certificate  of  nationality. 
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belief  that  there  are  several  British  subjects,  resident  in  this  province,  possessing 
property  in  slaves^  who  would  feel  much  disposed  to  grant  them  their  freedom 
upon  the  condition  that  the  negroes  so  freed  should  become  entitled  to  British 
protection  in  the  manner  sought  by  the  present  applicant. 

I  have>  &c 
(Signed)  JOHN  POWNALL  DALE. 

The  Right  Hon.  FUcount  Palmerstan,  G.C.B. 
Sfc  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  201. 


'*  I,  Robert  Hesketh,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  at  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro^ do  hereby  certify  that  the  black  boy  Gregorio,  a  native  of  Mosambique, 
has  been  this  day  made  free^  as  per  declaration,  signed  in  a  book  in  this  office^ 
marked  *  General  Roister,  6,  page  86.' 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  this 
27th  day  of  February,  1841, 

(Signed)  *^  ROBERT  HESKETH, 

"  Her  Britannic  Majesty  s  Consul'* 


No.  202. 

M.  EUauri  to  Viscount  Pabnerston. 

Paris,  Mayo  6,^<fe  1841. 
(Jteceived  Augtist  18.) 

CuANDO  tuve  el  honor  de  recibir,  aunque  con  mucho  atraso,  la  nota  de 
V.  E.  de  5  de  Septiembre  del  afio  proximo  pasado,  me  hallaba  k  mucha  dis- 
tancia  de  esta  capital,  privado  de  los  anteceaentes  respectivos,  y  en  imposibi- 
lidad  hasta  el  presente  de  contestarla  como  es  de  mi  deber. 

Mi  Gobierno,  al  encomendarme  las  diferentes  misiones,  que  debo  desem- 
peiiar  en  Europa,  me  entrego  todos  los  documentos  que  pudieran  series  rela- 
tives. Entre  ellos  se  encuentran  no  solamente  los  nuevos,  que  tuve  el  honor 
de  anuciar  a  V.  E.  en  mi  oficio  de  29  de  Julio  ultimo  concemientes  al 
bergantin  Uruguayo  **  Rio  de  la  Plata,'*  sino  tambien  la  correspondencia 
habida  entre  V.  E.  y  el  Seflor  Giro  cuando  vino  comisionado  a  esa  corte.  Por 
ella  se  ve  con  efecto  que  V.  £.  rechazo  desde  entonces  toda  idea  de  indemni- 
zacion  del  citado  bergantin  y  su  cargamento,  pero  es  necesario  advertir  al 
mismo  tiempo  que  no  fu^  una  reclamacion  en  forma  la  que  el  Setior  Gir6  entablo 
sobre  este  punto,  pues  que  sus  instrucciones  solo  le  prevenian  que  hiciese  una 
indicacion  mas  6  menos  directa.  El  la  hizo ;  y  no  es  estraiio  que  se  hubiese 
cefiido  a  transmitir  al  Gobierno  de  la  Republica  la  respuesta  de  V.  E.  En 
vista  de  todo  esto  no  es  posible  que  tal  negocio  se  considerase  de  todo  punto 
concluido,  y  que  mi  Gobierno  hubiese  renunciado  al  derecho,  que  no  puede 
negarsele,  de  reclamar  del  de  S.  M.  lo  que  contenia  mi  citado  oficio  de  29  de 
Julio,  mucho  mas  apoyandose  en  nuevos  documentos. 

Si  al  dirigirme  per  primera  vez  a  V.  E.  sobre  este  punto  puse  de  manifiesto 
los  embarazos  que  su  estado  presentaba  para  la  pronta  ratificacion  del  Tratado 
sobre  Abolicion  del  Trafico  de  Esclavos,  esto  fue  mas  por  esforzar  las  razones, 
en  Gue  se  anovaha  la  nretension.  aue  nor  confundir  dos  asuntos.  aue  son  entre 
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Aprovecho,  milord,  esta  nueva  oportunidad  para  reiterar  i,  V.  £.  el  profundo 
respeto,  y  distinguida  consideracion,  con  que  soy 

Dc  V.  E., 
Atento  y  obsecuente  servidor, 
JOSE  ELLATTRI, 
Enviado  Extraordinarioy  Ministr  oPlenipotenciario 
de  la  Republica  Oriental  del  Uruguay. 

EiVmo.  Setior  Viscofide  Lord  Palmerston, 
^c.  8fc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

Legation  of  the  Oriental  Republic  of  the  Uruguay^ 

My  Lord,  Paris,  May  6,  184L 

When  I  had  the  honour  to  receive,  though  after  considerable  delay,  your 
Lordship's  note  of  the  5th  of  September  last^  I  was  at  a  great  distance  from  this 
capital,  and  without  the  papers  that  related  to  the  subject  in  question,  so  that  I 
could  not  possibly  return  an  answer  to  it,  as  was  my  duty,  till  this  moment. 

My  Government,  on  charging  me  with  the  different  missions  I  am  to  execute 
in  Europe,  furnished  me  with  all  the  documents  which  could  have  any  reference 
to  them.  Among  them  are  not  only  the  new  ones  I  had  the  honour  to  announce 
to  your  Lordship  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  July  last,  respecting  the  Uru- 
guayan brig  "  Rio  de  la  Plata^'  but  also  the  correspondence  which  passed  be- 
tween your  Lordship  and  Mr.  Giro,  when  he  was  deputed  to  the  British  court. 
It  appears  indeed  from  the  latter  that  your  Lordship  repudiated  instantly  every 
idea  of  indemnity  for  the  said  brig  and  her  cargo,  but  it  ought  to  be  mentioned 
at  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Giro's  was  not  a  formal  reclamation  on  the  subject, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  desired  in  his  instructions  cmly  to  make  a  more  or  less 
direct  indication.  With  this  he  complied,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
he  con6ned  himself  to  transmitting  your  Lordship's  answer  to  the  Government  of 
the  Kepublic.  Accordingly  that  transaction  cannot  be  considered  as  entirely  con- 
cluded, or  as  if  my  Government  had  renounced  the  right,  which  cannot  be  denied 
it,  of  demanding  from  that  of  Her  Majesty  what  was  set  forth  in  my  letter  of 
the  29th  of  July;  so  much  the  rather,  as  it  will  be  able  to  produce  fresh 
vouchers. 

If,  on  addressing  myself  for  the  first  time  to  your  Lordship  on  this  subject,  1 
pointed  out  the  embarrassments  which  the  situation  of  my  Government  presented 
with  regard  to  the  speedy  ratification  of  the  Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  it  was  done  merely  with  the  view  of  giving  force  to  the  reasons  on  which 
the  demand  rested,  rather  than  for  the  purpose  of  confounding  two  subjects 
totally  different  from  each  other.  This  is  recognized  by  my  Government,  ajid  it 
does  not  offer  any  difficulties. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  not  to  delay  this  explanation  in  answer  to  your 
Lordship's  last  note,  preparatory  to  the  proper  reclamation  being  presented  in 
form,  and  more  near  to  the  seat  of  the  British  Government. 

I  avail  myself,  &e. 

(Signed)  JOSE  ELLAURI, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
»f  the  Oriental  Republic  of  the  Uruguay. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  Q.C.B. 
Sec.  Sfc,  SfC. 

No.  203. 

Viscount  Pahnerston  to  M.  EUauri. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  26,  1841. 

1  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  letter  which  you  addressed  to 
me  on  the  6th  May  last,  relative  to  the  claim  for  compensation  in  the  case  of 
the  slave  vessel  "  Rio  de  la  Plata,"  which  you  state  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
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Montevidean  Government  again  to  bring  forward,  with  further  papers,  in  sup- 
port thereof. 

Having  as  yet  no  information  as  to  the  nature  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  payment  of  compensation  in  this  case  will  be  urged,  I  can  do  no  more  than 
assure  you  that  on  this,  as  on  all  other  questions,  the  representations  made  by 
the  Montevidean  Government  will  meet  with  due  attention  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

I  may,  however,  take  this  occasion  to  express  the  satisfaction  with  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  learn  from  your  note  above  mentioned,  that, 
although  when  you  first  brought  forward  the  claim  in  the  case  of  the  "  Rio 
de  la  PlataJ^  you  pointed  out  the  embarrassments  experienced  by  the  Monte- 
videan Government  in  procuring  the  ratification  of  the  Slave  Trade  Treaty, 
you  had  no  intention  of  confounding  these  two  questions,  which  you  state 
that  the  Montevidean  Government  acknowledge  to  be  totally  distinct  from 
each  other. 

1  am,  &c, 
M.  Ellauri,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c.    8fc. 


No,  204, 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Dale. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  September  21,  18*1. 

Ths  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Advocate-General  has  been  asked  upon 
tiie  question,  put  in  your  Despatch  of  the  24th  March  Iast»  whether  a  negro 
made  free  by  a  British  subject,  and  having  the  fact  of  that  freedom  registered 
iu  the  books  of  a  British  Consulate,  acquires  by  those  circumstances  a  right 
to  British  protection. 

And  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  modern 
law  or  usage  applying  to  that  question ;  but  that  by  the  ancient  civil  law, 
which  law  is  established  iu  the  state  of  Montevideo,  a  slave  when  manumitted 
acquired  the  domicile  of  the  person  who  granted  him  the  act  of  manumission : 
and  the  Queen's  Advocate  is  therefore  of  opinion  tbat  the  slave  who,  in  the 
instance  in  question,  has  been  manumitted  by  a  British  subject,  has  thereby 
acquired  the  right  of  a  British  protection,  until  he  shall  have  voluntarily 
dooiiciled  himself  elsewhere. 

I  am,  &c. 
/.  P.  Dale,  Esq.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.   Sfc.    Sfc. 

I  I  '  II         I  ■  I  III 

No.  205. 

Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Buenos  Ayres,  July  19,  184  L 
Mt  liOSD,  {Reeeiwd  October  7.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  the  23rd  April  last,  transmitting  to  me  a  communication  from  Her 
Majesty^s  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  containing  a  statement  that 
General  F.  Rivera,  President  of  the  Republic  of  the  Uruguay,  has  given  liberty 
to  all  slaves  throughout  the  Oriental  Republic,  for  the  purpose,  it  appears  by 
this  statement,  of  increasing  the  military  force  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

In  obedience  to  your  Lordship  s  directions  contained  in  this  Despatch,  I 
shall  not  fail  to  use  my  best  endeavours  to  prevent  the  re-establishment  of 
slavery  in  the  territory  of  that  Republic. 

1  have  &ri^ 
(Signed) '      '    H.  MANDEVILLE. 
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No.  205. 

Mr.  Dale  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Montevideo^  July  14,  1841. 
My  Lord^  \(Jlec^ved  October  8.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatches  of  the 
15th,  22nd,  and  23rd  of  April,  with  their  various  Enclosures. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  made  to  your  Lordship  by  Her 
Majesty's  Charg6  d'Affaires  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  stating  that  Don  Frutus 
Rivera,  President  of  Montevideo,  had  given  liberty  to  all  slaves  throughout 
the  Republic  of  the  Uruguay,  I  believe  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to 
inform  your  Lordship  that  a  measure  of  this  nature  was  proposed  by  the 
Government,  but  that  hitherto  even  a  very  greatly  modified  plan  of  emancipa- 
tion has  met  with  so  decided  an  opposition  generally,  that  it  has  not  passed 
into  a  law,  nor  does  it  appear  at  all  probable  that  this  measure  will  be  carried 
into  effect,  excepting  as  a  last  and  desperate  effort  to  raise  troops  to  resist  a 
foreign  invasion,  and  the  danger  must  be  imminent  indeed  before  even  General 
Rivera  dare  venture  upon  an  expedient  so  very  unpopular. 

The  ends  of  justice  and  humanity  would  be  ill  attained  by  a  partial  manu- 
mission of  the  slaves,  and  for  such  a  purpose,  nor  would  it  by  any  means 
hasten  that  general  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  province  which  is  so 
sincerely  to  be  wished. 

Believing  it  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  true  spirit  of  your  Lordship's 
instructions,  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  take  the  first  opportunity  to  make 
known  to  General  Rivera  the  sentiments  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  this 
subject,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  produce  some  influence  towards  bringing 
about  the  adoption  of  measures  tending  to  the  total  abandonment  of  slavery 
throughout  the  territory  of  this  Republic. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  POWNALL  DALE, 

Pro  Conml'GeneraL 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  207. 

Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Buenos  AyreSy  August  5,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  October  28.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  11th 
May  last,  acquainting  me  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  been  led  to 
suppose  that  persons  appointed  by  European  Governments  to  reside  as 
Ministers,  or  Consuls,  or  Agents  in  slave-holding  countries  are  sometimes  in 
the  habit  of  hiring  and  of  engaging  in  undertakings  in  which  slave  property^is 
concerned,  and  your  Lordship  had  in  consequence  addressed  to  all  British 
functionaries  in  slave-holding  countries  a  circular  letter,  of  which  a  copy  was 
transmitted  to  me  in  this  Despatch. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  thinking  it  also  important  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Montevidean  Government  should  be  expressed  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
afibrd  an  additional  discouragement  to  the  Slave  Trade,  is  of  opinion  that 
much  good  would  be  effected  if  the  Montevidean  Government  would  address 
to  its  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  instructions  similar  to  those  contained 
in  the  abovementioned  circular  Despatch  from  your  Lordship  to  British  func- 
tionaries therein  residing,  and  your  Lordship  directed  me  to  address  a  note  to 
the  Montevidean  Government  inviting  them  to  do  so. 

I  have  in  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  directions  addressed  a  note  this  day 
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to  the  Moatevidean  Government  on  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have  Slc 
(Signed)  '  J.  H.  MANDEVILLE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  207. 
Mr.  Mandeville  to  M.  Vidal. 

Sib,  Buenos  Ay  res,  August  5,  1841. 

It  would  appear,  from  information  which  has  reached  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Government,  that  persons  appointed  by  European  Governments  to 
reside  as  Ministers,  or  Consuls,  or  Agents  in  slave-holding  countries,  are 
sometimes  in  the  habit  of  hiring  and  maintaining  slaves,  and  of  engaging  in 
undertakings  in  which  slave  property  is  concerned. 

This  has  called  for  severe  animadversion  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  on  those  functionaries  who  are  capable  of  entering  into  such 
unseemly  transactions,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  in  consequence 
addressed  to  all  British  functionaries  in  slave-holding  countries  a  circular  Des- 
patch, deprecating  in  the  strongest  manner  such  and  similar  proceedings. 
And  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  think  it  very  important  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Montevidean  Government  should  be  expressed  upon  this  subject  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  afford  an  additional  discours^ement  to  the  Slave  Trade, 
I  have  received  Lord  Palmerston's  instructions  to  invite  in  the  name  of  Her 
Majesty's  Grovernment  the  liberal  and  enlightened  Government  of  the  Republic 
of  the  Uruguay  to  address  to  its  agents  in  slave-holding  countries  instructions 
forbidding  in  the  strongest  manner  any  transaction  whatever  with  slaves  by 
which  the  smallest  encouragement  can  be  given  to  the  nefarious  traffic  in 
slaves,  as  it  would  be  unfitting  that  any  officer  holding  an  appointment  under 
a  Government  which,  like  that  of  Montevideo,  has  abolished  the  traffic  in  slaves 
in  its  territory,  should  either  directly  or  indirectly  hold  or  be  interested  in 
slave  property. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  H.  MANDEVILLE. 

Eiis  Excellency  Don  Francisco  Antonio  FtdtU, 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  208. 

Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Buenos  Ayres^  August  10,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  28.) 

Since  vn-iting  the  Despatch  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to 
your  Lordship  on  the  19th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  a  communication  from 
Her  Majesty's  Chargfe  d'Affaires  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  stating  that  General 
Rivera,  President  of  the  Republic  of  the  Uruguay,  had  given  liberty  to  all 
slaves  in  that  republic,  I  have  received  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Act- 
ing  Consul-General  at  Montevideo,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose,  in  answer  to  one  in  which  I  begged  of  him  to  acquaint  me  if  any 
decree  exists  in  the  Banda  Oriental  by  which  slavery  has  been  abolished  in 
that  country. 

Mr.  Dale  informs  me,  in  his  letter,  that  there  is  no  decree  by  which  slavery 
has  been  abolished  in  the  republic  of  the  Uruguay.  A  plan  had  been 
brought  forward  in  the  month  of  January  last  to  emancipate  slaves  in  that  state, 
but  the  measure  became  so  exceedingly  unpopular,  that  for  the  present  it 
appears  to  be  given  up.  Mr.  Dale,  however,  acquaints  me,  that,  in  a  conver- 
sation which  he  had  lately  had  with  General  Rivera,  his  Excellency  told  him 
Class  D.  T 
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that  he  had  by  na  means  abandoned  the  inteoitioa  of  aboHdhing  dav6ry> 
throughout  the  republic,  and  that  he  hoped  to  live  long  eaough  to  carry  this  ia^i 
tention  into  effect,  although  some  tilne  would  elapse  before  it  could  be  accom- 
plished, ' 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  H.  MANDEVILLE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmersion^  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  208. 
Mr.  Dale  to  Mr.  MandeviUe. 


Sir,  Montevideo,  August  3,  1841. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Despatch  of  the  28th  ultimo^ 
directing  me  to  acquaint  you  if  any  decree  exists  by  which  slavery  has  been, 
abolished  in  the  republic  of  the  Uruguay. 

In  reply  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  no  such  decree  does  exist  It  is, 
however,  true  that,  in  the  month  of  January  last,  a  plan  to  emancipate  the 
slaves  in  this  province  was  proposed  by  the  Government  of  Montevideo,  but 
the  measure  became  so  exceedingly  unpopular  that  it  appears  for  the  present 
to  be  given  up. 

In  a  conversation  I,  a  few  days  since,  had  with  General  Rivera,  his  ExceU 
lency  informed  me,  that  he  had  by  no  means  abandoned  the  intention  of  manu- 
mittmg  the  slaves  and  totally  abolishing  slavery  throughout  the  republic, 
and  that  he  hoped  to  live  to  carry  this  intention  into  effect,  though  some  time^ 
must  necessarily  elapse  ere  it  can  be  accomplished. 

The  poverty  and  sad  absence  of  all  proper  economy  in  this  Government  are 
the  great  obstacles  to  improvement  of  any  description,  and  particularly  to  the 
manumission  of  the  slaves. 

(Signed)  'jOHN  POWNALL  DALE. 

J.  H.  Mandeville^  Esq. 
&c.     &c.     &c. 


No.  209. 

Mr.  Dale  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Montevideo,  August  17,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  October  29.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  May 
8th,  addressed  to  Mr.  Hood. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  that,  considering  the  present  a  most 
favourable  moment  to  urge  the  Government  of  Montevideo  to  ratify  the  Slave 
Trade  Treaty  concluded  by  Mr.  MandeviUe  in  July  1839,  I  have  represented 
to  General  Rivera  that  the  immediate  ratification  of  this  Treaty  cannot  fail  to 
be  highly  agreeable  and  pleasing  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  that,  by 
no  longer  delaying  the  formal  exchange  of  the  Treaty,  he  will  stamp  his  asser- 
tion that  it  is  his  wish  to  abolish  slavery  altogether  in  this  province,  with  a 
character  of  sincerity  which  it  cannot  possess,  so  long  as  an  apparent  disin^ 
clination  exists  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  put  an  end  to  the  traffic  in 
slaves. 

And  I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  Geneml  Rivera 
has  this  day  stated  to  me,  and  he  requests  that  I  will,  by  this  packet,  com<- 
municate  it  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  he  is  now  taking  the  nec^sarj 
measures  for  legally  ratifying  the  Treaty,  and  that  he  has  no  doubt  it  will  be 
ready  for  exchange  in  a  very  short  period  of  time. 

There  appears  to  be  some  difference  of  opinion  as  regards  the  l^al  mode  of 
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ratification,  and  I  believe  it  M^ili  be  considered  necessary  to  call  together  the 
Chambers. 

Trusting  that  yonr  Lordship  ^ill  not  disapprove  of  the  steps  I  have  taken 
to  push  forward  to  a  conclusion  this  long-pending  Treaty, 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  JOHN  POWNALL  DALE, 

The  Right  Hon.  FUeount  Palmer^t^n.  G.C.B.  Pro  Conmd^GtmerdL 

Sfc,  Sfe.  Sfc. 


No.  210. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul. 

Foreign  Office,  October  SO,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  10.) 

No.  211. 

Mr.  Mandeville  to  Viscount  JPalmerston. 

Buenos  Ayres^  September  10,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  December  6.) 

Since  I  have  been  in  communication  ^vith  the  Montevidean  Government 
regarding  Her  Majesty's  mediation  between  it  and  the  Government  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  I  have  been  constantly  urging  General  Rivera  by  every  means  in  my 
power  no  longer  to  defer  the  ratitication  of  the  Slave  Trade  Treaty  concluded 
between  Great  Britain  and  that  country  in  1839;  and  I  have  now  the  satisfac- 
tion to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  Mr.  Dale,  Her  Majesty's  Pro-Consul  at  Mon- 
tevideo, in  a  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  an  extract  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose,  acauaints  me  that  he  has  received  a  message  from  M.  Vidal,  the  Mon- 
tevidean Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  begging  him  to  let  me  know  that  it  is 
determined  to  call  together  the  Chambers  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the  Slave 
Trade  Treaty  ;  and  that  on  or  before  the  1st  of  October  he  will  officially  notify 
to  me  that  the  Montevidean  Government  is  ready  to  make  the  exchange. 

T  have  &c 
(Signed)  J.'  H. '  MANDEVILLE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pabnerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  211. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Dale^  dated  MofitevideOy  August  28,  1841. 

I  HAVE  this  instant,  whilst  writing,  received  a  message  from  Mr.  Vidal, 
saying  that  he  requests  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is  determined  to  call  together 
the  Chambers  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the  Slave  Trade  Treaty,  and  that  on 
or  before  the  1st  day  of  October  he  will  have  the  pleasure  of  officially  notifying 
they  are  ready  to  make  the  exchange. 

No.  212. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Hood. 

Foreign  O^ce,  December  27,  1841. 
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No.  213 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to 

Sir,  Fi 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  ( 
Enclosure,  containing  an  intimation  that  u 
lative  Chambers  of  the  Republic  of  the  Urui 
mend  to  them  to  ratify  the  Treaty  signed  b^ 
the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  of  the  t 
that  Despatch  you  give  reason  to  believe 
submitted  to  those  Chambers  for  ratificatioi 

By  a  Despatch  under  date  of  the  17th  < 
Dale,  acting  British  Consul  at  Montevide 
had  recently  stated  to  him  that  be  was  takii 
cation  of  the  Treaty,  and  had  no  doubt  it  w< 
And  by  your  Despatch  of  the  10th  of  Sept< 
result. 

In  case,  however,  that  when  this  Despat 
ratification  of  this  Treaty  shall  not  have  bee 
in  pressing  again  upon  the  Government  of  1 
Treaty ;  and,  on  learning  that  it  is  completed 
ratification  of  Her  Majesty  against  it  withou 

J.  H.  Mandeville,  Esq., 
Sfc.    Sfc.    8fc. 
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NEW  GRA.NADA. 

No.  214. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Visctmnt  Palmerston. 

Bogota,  October  29,  1B40. 
My  Lord,  {Received  February  14,  1841.) 

Ibimediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  3lst 
December  last,  I  renewed  my  conferences  with  the  Granadian  Plenipotentiary, 
and  explained  to  him  the  amended  Draft  of  a  Treaty  enclosed  in  that  Despatch. 
Unfortunately  the  civil  dissensions  of  the  Republic  which  have  brought 
actual  vf^t  to  the  gates  of  Bogota,  have  rendered  it  utterly  impossible  for  ttiis 
Government,  engaged  in  a  struggle  for  existence,  to  take  the  proposal  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  into  consideration ;  but  I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that 
I  shall  anxiously  avail  myself  of  the  first  interval  of  tranquillity  to  press  these 
n^otiations  to  a  close. 

If  have  &c« 
(Signed)         '  WILLIAM  PITT  ADAMS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  O.C.B., 
SfC,  Sfc.  8(0, 

No.  215. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesty's  Charge  ^Affaires  and  Consuls, 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  216. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Her'  Majesty's  Charge  tCAffmres  and  Consuls. 

Foreign  Offijce,  April  15,  1841. 
Circular  to  Consuls,  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 
(See  No.  2.) 

No.  217. 

discount  Palmerston  to  Her  Majesttfs  ChargS  d^ Affaires  and  Consuls. 

Foreign  Office^  MayS,  1841. 
Circular  to  Consuls  on  holding  or  being  interested  in  Slave  Property. 
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No.  218. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Stewart. 

Foreign  Office,  October  30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  10.) 


No.  219. 

T*he  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  M.  Mosquera. 

Foreign  Office,  November  12,  1841  . 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 

(See  No.  11.) 


No.  220. 

M.  Mosquera  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

2,  ChandoS'Streety  Cavendish-square, 
November  16,  1841. 

(Received  November  17.) 

M.  Mosquera  ha  tenido  el  honor  de  recibir,  y  leera  con^  particular 
interes,  la  copia  de  documentos  relativos  al  Cdmercio  de  Esclavos,  que  di 
orden  de  Sa  Majestad  se  presentaron  k  las  dos  lamaras  del  Parlamento  en 
sus  ultimas  sesiones,  y  que  el  Muy  Honorable  Conde  de  Aberdeen  se  ha  ser- 
vido  remitir  h  M.  Mosquera  en  12  del  jcorriente. 


The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


(Translation.) 

Ntwember  IB,  1841. 

M.  Mosquera  has  had  the  honour  to  receive,  and  will  read  with  parti- 
cular interest,  the  copy  of  papers  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade,  which  by  com- 
mand of  Her  Majesty  were  presented  to  the  two  bouses  of  Parliament  in  the 
last  session,  and  which  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  transmitted 
to  M.  Mosquera  on  the  12tb  instant. 


No.  221. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Stewart. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  for  all  Laws  upon  Slave  Trade. 

(See  No!  14.) 
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No.  222. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Stewart. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  31,  1841. 

I  BEG  to  refer  you  to  the  archives  of  the  mission  at  Bogota,  where  you 
will  find  a  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  a  negotiation  with  which  Mr.  Adams 
was  charged  for  a  Treaty,  a  draft  of  which  was  sent  out  to  him  on  the  3 1st 
of  December,  1839,  to  be  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  New  Granada, 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  Despatch  of  the  S9th  of  October,  1840,  stated  that  the 
civil  war  then  raging  close  to  the  gates  of  Bogota  prevented  the  Granadian 
Government  from  taking  at  that  moment  the  Treaty  into  consideration. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  hope  that  tranquillity  will  now  have  been  re- 
stored in  the  State  of  New  Granada ;  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  pressing  the  Granadian  Government  to  conclude  the 
proippsed  Treaty  as  an  act  which  will  be  peculiarly  satisfactory  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  and  people. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

Robert  Stewart,  Esq. 
Sfc.    Sfc.    8fc. 
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PERU^ 


No.  223. 
Mr.  WiUon  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

My  Lord,  Sucre,  September  12,  1840. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  copy  and  translation  of  a 
Decree  issued  under  date  of  the  15th  of  July  last,  by  the  Government  of  Peru, 
in  which  it  is  declared,  **  that  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  Chief  of  the  Republic,'*  namely,  General  Gamarra,  ''four  slaves 
resident  within  the  province  of  Lima,  to  be  selected  by  lot,  shall  be  solemnly 
manumitted  at  the  expense  of  the  State.*' 

Insignificant  as  is  this  Decree  from  the  very  limited  benefit  to  humanity 
thereby  conferred,  1  have  yet  deemed  it  proper  to  communicate  it  to  your 
Lordship,  as  emanating  from  a  Government  which  in  the  month  of  December 
last  sanctioned  a  law,  passed  in  the  previous  month  of  November,  under  its 
immediate  influence  and  auspices  by  the  Congress  of  Huancayo,  restoring  to  a 
state  of  slavery,  till  the  ag  of  fifty  years,  above  one  hundred  thousand  children 
of  slaves,  born  after  the  28th  of  July,  1821,  who  had  by  a  law,  under  date  of 
the  12th  of  August  of  that  same  year,  been  declared  to  be  free  upon  the  attain- 
ment of  their  twenty-first  year. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sec.  Sfc,  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  223. 

(Translation.) 

The  citizen  Agustin  Gamarra,  Grand  Marshal,  Restorer  of  Peru,  well-deserving 
of  the  country  in  an  heroic  and  eminent  degree,  condecorated  with  the 
medals  of  the  Liberating  Army,  of  Junin,  Ayacucho,  and  Ancach,  with 
that  of  Restorer  by  the  General  Congress,  Generalissimo  of  the  naval  and 
land  forces.  President  of  the  Peruvian  Republic,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Considering, — 

1.  That  the  Republic  has  fulfilled  its  constitutional  regimen  by  the  assembly 
of  the  General  Congress,  and  the  proclamation  of  the  President  according  to  the 
form  established  by  the  Charter. 

2.  That  an  event  of  so  much  importance  guarantees  internal  order,  peace, 
and  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  nation. 

3.  That  the  meeting  of  the  Congress,  and  the  Proclamation  referred  to  in 
the  1st  Article,  have  taken  place  in  virtue  of  the  free  and  pacific  exercise  by 
the  nation  of  the  right  of  election,  according  to  established  forms,  thereby  con- 
firming the  hopes  of  securing  permanent  order,  and  the  exercise  of  public  liberty 
subject  to  the  dominion  of  the  laws. 

4.  That  no  demonstration  of  joy  is  more  philosophical,  more  suited  to  a 
civilized  state  constituted  under  a  democratical  system,  and  more  in  unison 
with  the  spirit  of  our  peculiar  laws,  than  the  manumission  of  some  slaves. 
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Decree. 

Art,  1. — In  order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  Proclamation  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Republic,  four  slaves  resident  within  the  province  of  Lima  shall,  by 
lot^  be  solemnly  manumitted. 

Art.  2. — ^This  act  of  grace  shall  be  enjoyed  by  such  as  may  be  favoured  by 
the  lottery,  according  to  the  method  established  by  the  lottery  office. 

Art.  3. — ^The  said  drawing^  of  lots  shall  take  place  after  the  formation  of  a 
register  of  all  the  slaves  of  both  sexes  of  the  city  and  valleys,  numbering  them 
according  to  the  order  in  which  they  are  therein  inscribed,  and  considering  each 
number  to  represent  the  name  to  which  it  may  correspond  in  the  register. 

Art.  4. — ^The  drawing  of  the  lots  shall  be  authorised  by  the  prefect  of  the 
department,  sub-prefect  of  Lima,  intendent  of  police,  and  Sjmdic  procurators. 

Art.  5. — So  soon  as  the  operation  shall  have  been  realized,  the  names  of  the 
slaves^  to  which  the  numbers  dmwn  shall  correspond,  shall  be  published  at  the 
place  of  drawing;  and  a  return  thereof  shall  be  officially  transmitted  to  the 
Treasury,  in  order  that  the  notary  of  that  office  may  extend  the  letter  of 
freedom^  a  just  valuation  being  previously  made  by  two  intellis:ent  persons ; 
one  of  whom  shall  be  named  by  the  Treasury,  and  the  other  by  the  respective 
owner;  and  the  value  of  the  slaves  shall  immediately  be  paid. 

Art.  6. — In  the  beforesaid  letter,  the  cause  of  the  manumission  shall  be 
stated  ;  and  by  an  express  clause  it  shall  be  declared,  that  the  State  renounces 
the  right  of  ownership  in  favour  of  the  manumitted  slaves. 

The  Minister  of  State  in  the  despatch  of  Government  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  this  Decree.     Given  in  Lima  this  15th  day  of  July,  1840. 

(Signed)  AGUSTIN  GAMARRA. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency, 

(Signed)  MANUEL  FERREYROS. 


No.  224. 

Viscount  PalmersUm  to  Mr.  Wilson. 

Foreign  Office^  April  15,  184L 
Circular  sending  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

(See  No.  1.) 


No.  225. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Wilson. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22,  184 1 . 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 


No.  226. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  H.  M.'s  ChargS  d^.t4ffaire$  and  Consuls. 


^^ /¥•  Tk/r    --  c\     icsAy 
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No.  28?. 

J^iscaunt  Pahnerston  to  Mr.  Wilson. 

Foreign  Office j  May  11,  1841. 

Circular  as  to  proposed  instructions  to  Peruviaa  functionaries  in  slaye.' 
holding  countries. 

(See  Na  3.) 

N0.22&. 

Mr.  Wilson  to  Visccunt  Pahterston. 

Arequipa,  December  31,  184(y. 
My  Lord,  '  (Received  June  3,  1841.) 

In  obedience  to  ^e  directions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch  of 
the  20th  of  February  last,  I  have  procured  the  insertion  in  a  public  journal  of 
this  capital  of  the  Apostolical  letter  promulgated  on  the  3rd  of  December, 
1839,  by  His  Holiness  the  Pope,  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  I 
herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  the  403rd  number  of  the  "  Comercio,*'  in  which 
that  letter  is  inserted. 

In  consideration  of  the  repeated  promises  which  I,  and  during  ipy  absence  in 
Bolivia  Mr.  Sealy,  had  received  from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  that  this 
letter  should  forthwith  be  published  in  the  official  gazette  of  Peru,  I  did  not 
immediately  on  its  receipt  procure  its  publication  in  any  other  journal  of  this 
capital,  well  knowing  that  its  publication  in  the  official  gazette  would  produce 
a  better  moral  effiect  in  this  country;  but  after  having  been  put  off  from  day  to 
day  with  positive  promises^  Mr.  Melendez,  a  large  slave  holder,  and  President 
of  the  Council  of  State,  accidentally  in  charge  of  the  Executive  power,  positively 
refused  t   allow  of  this  letter  being  published  in  the  official  gazette. 

I  likewise  transmit  a  copy  of  the  331st  number  of  the  "  Comercio,"  in  which 
had  been  published  a  Spanish  translation  of  His  Holiness's  letter,  prior  to  the 
receipt    y  me  of  your  Lordship's  beforementioned  Despatch. 

The  letter  has  also  been  published  at  Arequipa. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
ifc.  SfC.  8fc. 


No.  2. 

Mr.  Wilson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

La  Paz  de  Ayacuchoy  December  1,  1840, 

My  Lord,  (Received  July  13,  1841 J 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  this  day  of  your 
Lordship's  Despatch  of  the  23rd  of  April  last,  transmitting  to  me  three  copies 
of  a  Treaty  concluded  at  Caraccas  on  the  15th  of  March,  1839,  between  Her 
Majesty  and  the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Right  Hm.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 

8fc.  SfC.  SfC. 
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No.  230. 
Mr.  Wilson  to  VtMCount  Palmerston. 

Lima,  June   2,  1841. 
My  XiORd,  (Received  September  21.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  this  day  of  your  Lord* 
ship's  Despatch,  forwarded  vid  Pauama,  of  the  13th  of  Ai^ust  of  last  year^ 
traDsmiltins  one  copy  of  two  series  of  papers  that  have  likewise  been  received^ 
relating  to  tbe  Slave  Trade^  which  were  presented  to  the  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament during  the  Session  of  1840,  by  Her  Majesty's  comoiaiid. 

I  profit  by  this  opportunity  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lord- 
ship's Despatch  of  the  10th  of  Septeiub^  last. 

The  negotiations  on  Slave  Trade  with  Peru  cannot  be  proceeded  with  until 
the  meeting  of  a  Congress,  for  the  reasons  stated  to  your  Lordship  in  my  Des- 
patches of  tbe  6th  of  June  and  of  the  18th  of  July  of  last  year. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscmut  Palmer^iton,  G.CB^ 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  231. 
T1^  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Wihon. 

Foreign  Office.  October  30,  184L 
Circular  sending  papers  presented  to  Parliameot. 

(See  No.  10.) 

N0.232L 

Mr.  Wilson  to  Viscount  JP/dmerston. 

Lima,  August  30.  1841. 
My  L0BD9  {Received  December  20.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  herewith  a  «cof>y  of  a  aate  that  I 
have  addressed  to  the  Penwian  Ministtf  of  Foreign  Affairs,  expnessiog  my 
offiEifident  belief  that  iiis  Go^ernasent  will  not  accede  to  tbe  prayer  of  a  ue- 
norial  presenled  thererto  by  Don  Francisco  Xavier  Calvo^  in  the  fiame  and  on 
behalf  of  twenty-foor  parsons  of  consideration  in  Lima,  soliciting  aa  anthioyriza* 
tion  to  introduce  into  Peru  Slaves  jfrom  the  coaat  of  ADrica. 

I  have  profited  by  the  present  opportimity  to  request  Mr.  Tudeki's  atten- 
tion to  the  state  of  the  pending  negotiation  between  Great  JBritain  and  Pieru 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  of  this  Republic,  and  to  submit  to  him 
the  propriety  and  expediency  of  s^ing  a  Treaty  tbereupon,  smb  spe  rati, 
npon  obtaining  an  authorization  to  that  dfect  from  the  Council  of  State : 
Mlomii^  the  example  set  by  Mr.  Perreyros,  late  Minister  of  Porei^  Affairfi^ 
m  his  recent  negotiation  and  signature  of  a  'Commercial  Treaty  with  the 
Brazils. 

Mr.  Tudeia  has  stated  in  reply,  a  copy  and  transJataoo  of  which  are  heve^ 
with  transmitted,  that  my  note  has,  by  okIct  t)f  his  Goveranaoat,  been  sttb- 
mitted  to  the  Council  of  j^ale,  ior  the  opofiion  of  that  body  on  the  two  poittte 
to  whidi  it  relates. 

Mr.  Calvo  is  a  native  of  Lima,  bnt  for  many  years  has  bees  estabiished  aa 
a^Biercbant  at  the  Havana,  to  which  he  is  <on  the  eve  of  returning ;  «k>  that,  had 
his  pretension  to  legalize  the  Traffic  in  Slaves  between  Africa  and  Peru  bectt 
acquiesced  in,  deoMess,  under  cover  of  that  licence,  the  Peruvian  flag  wowU, 
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have  been  resorted  to  for  the  equally  infamous  purpose  of  covering  Slave 
Trade  expeditions  to  the  Havana. 

Don  Jose  del  Carmen  de  Triunfo,  Consul-General  of  New  Granada,  and 
Don  Ramon  Guzman  y  Quifiones,  Consul-General  of  the  Equador,  have  both 
promised  me  to  address  notes  to  this  Government,  strongly  pointing  out  the 
obligatory  and  binding  character  on  Peru  of  the  l4th  Article  of  the  Treaty 
between  Colombia  and  Peru,  prohibiting  the  traffic  in  slaves  from  Africa,  and 
declaring  such  a  trade  to  be  a  crime  of  piracy,  as  respects  the  citizens  and 
vessels  of  the  two  Republics  ;  and,  finally,  to  assure  this  Government  of  the 
deep  and  increasing  interest  felt  by  their  own  in  the  faithful  observance  of  this 
solemn  international  engagement  by  all  the  signing  parties  thereto. 

I  therefore  trust  that  the  attempt  to  revive  the  Slave  Trade  of  Peru  will 
finally  meet  with  a  signal  defeat,  notwithstanding  the  actual  political  influence 
of  its  powerful  supporters. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerstofi^  G.C.S., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  232. 

Mr.  Wilson  to  the  Peruvian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Lima,  August  16,  1841. 

An  announcement  has  been  made  in  the  658th  number  of  the  *  Comercio,' 
a  public  journal  of  Lima^  that  twenty-four  persons  of  consideration  (notables) 
have  executed  their  power  of  attorney  to  a  merchant  of  this  capital,  to  solicit 
from  the  Supreme  Government  an  authorization  to  introduce  into  Peru  slaves 
from  the  coast  of  Africa ;  and  that  a  memorial  to  that  effect  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Minister  for  the  Home  Department  ("  Ministerio  de  Gobierno"). 

Finally,  the  praiseworthy  determination  of  that  periodical  is  therein  an- 
nounced nobly  to  stand  forward  in  the  defence  of  the  honour  of  America,  and 
of  the  cause  of  humanity,  by  fearlessly  combating  on  their  behalf  the  influence 
and  power  of  private  interests  involved  in  this  question. 

It  would  be  an  offence  to  Peru  to  admitevenof  the  possibility  of  its  Govern- 
ment lending  its  sanction,  in  violation  of  national  and  international  engage- 
ments, to  a  renewal  of  a  traffic  in  human  flesh  ;  of  a  piratical  war  against  the 
inhabitants  of  Africa;  which,  after  disgracing  and  degrading  Europe  as  well 
as  America  for  so  many  years,  has  at  length  been  formally  abandoned  by  every 
country  in  Christendom. 

"  For  the  actual  Slave  Traders,  in  fact,  and  properly  speaking,  belong," — as 
justly  observed  by  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  in  a  note  that  he  addressed  in  December,  1839,  to  the  Charge  d'Affaires 
in  London  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria, — ***to  no  particular  nation, 
but  are  a  gang  of  buccaneers  and  pirates,  consisting  of  adventurers  and 
criminals,  born  in  various  countries,  and  who  shift  their  residence  from 
country  to  country,  and  their  traffic  from  flag  to  flag,  as  best  suits  their  con^ 
venience." 

The  honourable  part  Peru  has  taken,  and  has  formally  expressed  her  willing- 
ness hereafter  to  take,  in  effectually  procuring  the  entire  suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade  of  Peru,  and  of  declaring  it  to  be  a  crime  of  piracy,  is  fully  shown 
in  the  correspondence  that  has  passed  between  the  Peruvian  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Undersigned ;  and  more  especially  so  in  the  note  dated 
the  4th  of  June  of  last  year  that  the  Minister  addressed  in  reply  to  the  notes  of 
the  Undersigned  of  the  25th  of  September,  4th  of  November,  27th  of  December, 
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tion  by  the  Undersigned,  the  moment  it  shall  obtain  the  constitutional  authoriza- 
tion of  the  Congress  formally  to  enter  upon  its  negotiation. 

The  Undersigned,  fully  relying  upon  the  good  faith  with  which  that  declara- 
tion has  been  made,  only  now  refers  thereto  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  Mn 
Tiidela's  attention  to  the  present  state  of  the  negotiations  on  Slave  Trade 
between  Great  Britain  and  Peru,  in  the  hope  that,  with  a  view  of  affording 
another  proof  to  the  civilized  world,  as  well  as  the  Slave  Trade  adventurers, 
of  the  unalterable  determination  of  his  Government  to  adhere  religiously  to  the 
Christian  and  humane  principles  that  have  hitherto  actuated  the  policy  of 
Peru  upon  this  vital  subject,  will,  imitating  the  example  set  by  Mr.  Ferreyros 
in  his  recent  negotiation  and  signature  of  a  commercial  treaty  with  the  Brazils, 
obtain  from  the  Council  of  State  a  similar  authorization  to  negotiate  and  sign 
the  Treaty,  sub  spe  ratty  with  Her  Britannic  Majesty  for  the  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade  of  Peru,  which  the  Peruvian  Government  has  already  formally 
expressed  its  willingness  hereafter  to  conclude. 

As  bearing  upon  the  Slave  Trade  in  connexion  with  Christianity,  the  Under- 
signed profits  by  this  opportunity  to  transmit  to  the  Peruvian  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  a  copy  of  an  Apostolical  letter,  promulgated  on  the  3rd 
of  December,  1839,  by  his  Holiness  the  Pope,  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave 
Trade. 

The  Undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Peruvian 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  the  assurances  of  his  high  respect  and  distinguished 
consideration. 

(Signed)  BELFORD  HINTON  WILSON. 

The  Peruvian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  j 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  232. 

The  Peruvian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affuirs  to  Mr.  Wilson^ 

(Translation.) 
SiK,  Lima,  August  27,  1841. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Charg6  d' Affaires'  esteemed  note,  addressed 
to  the  undersigned  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  under  date  of  the  16th  instant, 
with  a  view  that  the  expedition  which  several  individuals  of  this  city  are 
desirous  of  sending  to  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  slaves, 
shall  not  be  permitted,  and  that  the  negotiation  of  the  Treaty  for  the  abolition 
of  this  traffic  may  be  acceded  to,  has  been  laid  before  the  Government  of  the 
undersigned ;  and  by  its  order  it  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Council  of  State 
for  their  opinion  upon  both  points. 

The  Government  of  the  undersigned  trusts  that  the  Council  will  absolve  this 
question  in  satisfactory  terms ;  and  the  undersigned  will  have  the  honour  of 
opportunely  communicating  their  decision  to  Mr.  Wilson. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Wilson  the  assurances  of  consideration  and 
esteem  with  which  he  remains 

His  obsequious  Servant, 

(Signed)  MANUEL  PEREZ  DE  TUDELA. 


No.  233. 

The  Earl  qf  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Wilson. 

Foreign  Office,  December  27,  1841. 
Circular  asking  for  all  Laws  on  Slave  Trade. 
(See  No.  14.) 
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No.  234. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr^  Wikon. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  Ihcemler  31,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  Despatch  of  the  SOtfa 
of  August  last,  respecting  an  attempt  made  to  revive  the  Slave  Trade  in  Peru ; 
and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
entirely  approves  of  the  representation  which  you  addressed  upon  this  subject 
to  the  reruvian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  your  note  of  the  16th  of  Augfaat 
last 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  plan  for  reviving  the  Slave  Trade  of  Peru  Mrill  not 
receive  any  encouragement  from  the  Government  of  that  country:  but  if  a 
peremptory  refusal  to  entertain  it  should  not  have  been  g;iven  by  the  Peruvian 
Government,  or  if  the  attempt  to  introduce  the  Trade  should  be  repeated,  yoa 
will  immediately  address  a  further  note  to  the  Peruvian  Minister,  reuMnstrat- 
ing  strongly  against  the  proposed  measure. 

You  will  point  out  to  the  attention  of  the  Ferurian  Government  the  Treaty 
concluded  ou  the  5th  of  June,  1837,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Peru  Bcrfi- 
vian  Confederation,  of  which  at  that  period  Peru  formed  a  part. 

By  the  14th  Article  of  that  Treaty  the  Peru  Bolivian  Confederation  bound 
itself  to  prohibit  all  persons  inhabiting  the  territories  of  the  Republic,  or  siil]9ect 
to  their  jurisdiction^  from  taking  any  share  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

You  will  remind  the  Peruvian  Government  that  Peru,  although  sqiarated 
from  Bolivia,  cannot  absolve  herself  from  the  oUigations  contracted  oy  her  when 
united  with  Bolivia;  that  while  Her  Majesty  laments  that  Peru  should  still  demur 
to  contract  the  Treaty  proposed  to  her  by  Great  Britain  for  the  mare  effectual 
abolition  of  the  traffic.  Her  Majesty  expects  that  Peru  will  at  least  adhere  strictly 
to  the  stipulations  which  that  country  has  absolutely  contracted  to  this  end. 

You  will  further  draw  the  attention'  of  the  Peruvian  Government  to  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  Article  already  quoted  of  the  Treaty  contracted  in  1837,  by 
which  Peru  bound  herself  to  co-operate  with  Her  Migesty  for  the  total  abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  you  will  finally  express  the  earnest  hope  of  Her 
Majesty's  XJovernment  that  the  Peruvian  Government  will  lArt  thus  stand  almost 
single  among  the  civilized  Powers  of  Christendom  in  declining  to  conclude  a 
Treaty  for  the  effectual  and  final  extinction  of  a  traffic  proscribed  ny  all. 

I  am,  &c. 
Belfinrd  H.  Wilson,  Esq.  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

qpc.  cfCm         cfc. 
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TEXAS. 


No.  235. 

Protocol  of  Conference  held  at  the  Foreign  Office ^  May  19,  1841,  between  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Teccas. 

Whereas  there  was  concluded  between  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1840,  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Navigation;  and  on  the 
14th  of  November,  1840,  a  Convention  containing  certain  arrangements  relative 
to  poUic  debt ;  and,  further,  on  the  16th  of  November,  1840,  a  Treaty  for 
the  suppression  of  the  African  Slave  Trade ;  and  it  was  stipulated  that  the  ratifi* 
cations  of  all  these  Treaties  should  be  exchanged  at  London  within  nine  months 
from  the  time  when  they  were  respectively  signed : 

And  whereas  unforeseen  delays  retarded  the  journey  of  Mr.  Burnley,  the 
gentleman  by  whom  the  original  of  the  last  of  those  three  Treaties  was  for- 
warded by  the  Texian  Plenipotentiary  in  London  to  his  Government;  and 
whereas  the  Congress  of  Texas  separated  this  year  earlier  than  was  expected, 
and  was  no  longer  sitting  when  Mr.  Burnley  arrived  at  Galveston;  and  where- 
as, in  consequence  of  these  circumstances,  the  Texian  Senate  have  as  yet 
advised  and  consented  to  the  ratification  of  only  two  out  of  the  said  three 
Treaties,  the  third  not  having  yet  been  submitted  to  their  consideration : 

And  whereas  it  was  agreed  between  the  British  and  the  Texian  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, that  the  ratifications  of  all  the  three  above-mentioned  Treaties  should  be 
exchanged  simultaneously  : 

And  whereas  the  Texian  Congress  will  not  meet  again  until  the  month  o^ 
October  next  : 

Therefore,  the  Plenipotentkiries  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Texas,  who  signed 
the  three  Treaties  aforesaid,  having  now  met  together,  have  agreed,  and  do 
hereby  agree  and  declare,  that  the  time  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
the  said  Treaties  shall  be  extended  to  the*  1st  day  of  June,  1842. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON, 

J.  HAMILTON. 


No.  236. 

Protocol  of  Conference  held  at  the  Foreign  OffveCy  December  14,  1841,  between 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Texas. 

Whereas  by  the  Protocol  of  a  Conference  held  on  the  19th  of  May, 
1841^  the  period  originally  stipulated  for  the  exchai^e  of  the  ratifications  of 
three  Treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  signed  re- 
spectively on  the  13th,  14th,  and  16th  of  November,  1840,  was  extended  to 
the  1st  of  June,  1842: 

And  whereas  the  Texian  Plenipotentiary  is  about  to  proceed  to  Texas,  and 
may  not  find  it  possible  to  return  to  England  as  soon  as  the  1st  of  June,  1842 : 

Now,  therefore,  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britsun  and  of  Texas  having 
met  together,  have  agreed,  and  do  hereby  agree  and  declare,  that  the  period 
for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  said  Treaties  shall  be  further  ex- 
tended to  the  1st  of  Aognst^  1842. 

(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 


J,  HAMILTON. 
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UNITED    STATES. 

No.  237. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

23,  Portland  Place,  August  26,  1839. 
(Received  August  27.) 

The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States,  has  the  honour,  pursuant  to  instructions  received  from 
his  Government,  to  communicate  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  accompanying  papers, 
detailing  the  particulars  of  an  outrage  committed  in  April  last  upon  an  Ameri- 
can ship  (the  "  Susan'  of  Boston,  Thomson  master),  near  Cape  Frio  light,  by 
the  commander  of,  and  by  a  boarding  officer  from.  Her  Majesty's  armed  brig 
''  Grecian,"  and  to  invite  the  early  attention  of  his  Lordship  to  the  complaint 
therein  contained. 

In  presenting  to  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  a  case  so  mani- 
festly violating  the  respect  due  from  one  friendly  nation  to  the  flag  of  another, 
the  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  request  that  an  inquiry  may  be  instituted 
into  the  whole  matter,  and  the  allegations  against  the  officers  of  the  "  Gre- 
cian" carefully  examined,  in  order,  should  they  turn  out  to  be  well  founded, 
that  conduct  and  language  so  unwarrantable  and  disreputable  to  Her  Majesty's 
naval  service  may  meet  the  reprehension  and  punishment  they  merit,  and 
which  they  will  doubtless  receive  from  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 

(Signed)  A*  STEVENSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  237. 
Mr.  Qeorge  Bancroft,  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Boston^  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

(Extract.)  Custom  House,  Boston,  July  12,  1839. 

Herewith  I  return  the  extract  from  the  log-book  of  the  ship  "  Susan'* 
of  Boston,  received  from  your  department  on  the  1st  of  June.  It  has  been 
carefully  examined  with  the  original  entry  in  the  log-book  of  the  ship,  and 
found  correct  in  all  its  parts. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  237. 

Messrs.  Austin^  Parker,  and  Brewer  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Sir,  Boston,  May  20,  1839. 

We  annex  an  extract  from  the  log-book  of  the  ship  *'  Susan,'"  Captain 
Thomson,  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  board  of  which  vessel  we  came  p^engers, 
and  confirm  the  same  as  a  true  statement.    Feeling  indignant,  as  citizens  of 
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the  United  States,  at  an  outrage  to  our  flag  of  this  nature,  we  wish  that  you 
should  be  informed  of  it,  and,  for  our  information,  to  respectfully  ask  of  you 
how  far  the  rights  of  foreign  men-of-war  extend  to  our  merchant-vessels. 
Whether,  upon  satisfying  the  boarding  officer  we  were  a  merchant-vessel  of 
the  United  States,  in  a  legal  trade,  the  captain  could  not  have  ordered  him 
and  his  force  to  leave  the  ship ;  and,  upon  refusal,  whether  the  ship  could  not 
have  been  abandoned  to  him?  Whether  he  had  the  right  to  take  the  captain 
or  passengers  on  board  the  man-of-war  ?  and,  again,  whether  we  were  bound 
to  wait  for  orders  from  a  foreign  man-of-war  to  proceed  on  our  course  after 
satisfying  him  of  the  character  of  our  ship  ?  The  statement  does  not  in  the 
least  exaggerate  the  piratical  manner  in  which  we  were  boarded  and  the  inso- 
lent conduct  of  the  officer.  The  fact  of  one  of  us  knowing  the  "  Grecian,'* 
and  the  boarding  officer,  relieved  our  minds  from  the  fear  we  were  taken  by  a 
pirate. 

(Signed)         DANIEL  P.  AUSTIN. 

THEODORE  D.  PARKER. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  JOS.  H.  BREWER. 

^c.    8fc:    Sfc. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  237. 


Extract  from  the  Log-Book  of  the  ship  *'  Susan,"  of  Boston,  April  10,  1839  j 

Cape  Frio  light  in  sight. 

At  7  h.  15  m.  p.m.  saw  a  vessel  on  the  starboard  bow  steering  to  the 
southward,  and  when  on  our  quarter  she  bore  up  to  us  and  fired  a  gun,  the  wad 
striking  just  under  our  stem.     We  immediately  hove  the  main  topsail  to  the 
mast ;  and,  while  lying  in  that  situation  [hove-to]  for  her  to  come  up  with  us, 
she  fired  a  shot,  which  was  seen  and  heard  to  hiss  through  the  air  within  a 
very  few  feet  of  the  ship,  and  struck  abreast  of  the  starboard  fore-rigging. 
In  a  few  minutes  she  was  alongside,  hailed  us  to  know  who  [we]  were; 
answered  *'*5w*an,'  from  Rio  de  Janeiro.''     He  was  then  asked,  **  What  brig 
is  that?"  and  replied  the  ^* Grecian;"  and  was  then  asked,  ''What  do  you 
mean  by  firing  a  shot  into  us  ?"    His  answer  was,  *'  If  you  don't  heave-to,  I  '11 
fire  into  you ;"  and  was  replied  to,  that  the  ship  was,  and  had  been,  hove-to 
some  time.     She  then  sent  a  boat  with  an  officer  and  four  men,  who  boarded 
us  in  a  piratical  manner,  they  being  armed  with  cutlasses  and  muskets ;  and 
the  first  words  the  officer  said  upon  reaching  the  deck  were,  "  Who  is  the  cap- 
tain ?"  of  whom  he  immediately  demanded  to  know  by  what  right  he  hailed 
Her  Majesty's  brig  "  Grecian  '*  to  know  why  he  fired,  &c.  &c.     The  captain 
replied  by  repeating  the  same  question,  to  which  he  (the  officer)  in  a  very  im- 
pertinent manner,  said  he  would  send  Captain  Thomson  on  board  the  **  Gre- 
cian/'   Here  the  passengers  interfered,  and  said,  *'  No,  you  don't,  unless  you 
use  force  ;"  to  which  he  replied,  he  would  use  force,  and  take  the  passengers 
also,  who  replied,  '*  Do  it,  tf  you  dare."    He  then  asked  to  see  the  papers,  and 
was  told  he  could  see  the  register  only ;  and  at  the  same  time  ordered  a  man 
and  a  loaded  musket  on  deck  from  his  boat,  and  took  possession  of  the  ship, 
saying  he  would  make  a  signal,  and  order  more  force.     In  the  height  of  his 
impertinence  he  was  requested  to  perform  his  duty,  and  go  about  his  business; 
to  which  he  replied,  *'  I  shall  take  my  own  time,  and  sha'nt  hurry,  and  want 
none  of  your  cheek ;"  that,  if  he  was  to  do  his  duty  properly,  he  should  send  us 
all  on  board  the  "  Grecian,''  as  he  had  the  force,  and  it  was  in  his  power  to  do 
so ;  and  was  again  told  he  had  better  quickly  do  his  duty,  as  we  did  not  wish 
to  be  detained  by  him  all  night.     After  asking  the  usual  questions,  without 
looking  at  the  register,  he  ordered  the  captain  not  to  fill  away  until  he  received 
permission  from  the  "  Grecian ;"  and  then  left  the  ship  without  offering  to  put 
into  execution  any  of  his  violent  and  impertinent  threats  of  taking  the  captain 
and  passengers  on  board  the  ''  Grecian."   As  soon  as  the  boat  reached  the  brig, 
they  hailed  us  with  "  You  can  go  on,"  filled  away,  and  left  us,  and  we  proceeded 
on  our  course. 
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Cuetom-HoMe,  Barton,  June  17, 1839. 

I  DO  kereby  certify  tliat  the  foregoing  extract  fipom  the  log-book  of  the 
ship  '^  Susmn/^  now  in  this  office,  has  been  carefully  examined  with  the  original 
entry  in  said  log-book,  and  found  correct  in  all  its  p€Lrts. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  sesl  of  office  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

(L.S.)  (Signed  GEORGE  BANCROFT, 

CoHeetor. 


No.  238. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  September  9,  1839. 

The  nndersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  note  of  the  26th  ultimo^  from  Mr.  Stevenson,  &c.,  complaining  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  commanding  officer  and  of  one  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  Her 
Majesty's  brig  *^  Grecian  "  towards  the  American  vessel  "  Susan,*'  near  Cape 
Frio. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  acquaint  Mr.  Stevenson  that  an  inquiry 
has  been  instituted  into  the  circumstonces  complained  of^  asnd  that  he  witt  m&t 
fail  to  communicate  to  Mr.  ^levenMn  the  result  of  Hiat  inquiry. 

The  undersigned^  &c. 

Mr.  Stevenson,  (Signedt)  PALMERSTON- 

Cfd.     CfC.     CfC. 

No.  239. 
Ptscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  Aprils,  1840. 

The  Undersigned,  8cc.,  in  his  note,  dated  the  9th  of  September  last, 
had  the  hono«ur  to  infoi:m  Mr.  Stevensoa,  &c.^  that  an  ioqoiry  had  been  insti- 
tuted upon  the  complaint  brought  forward  by  Mr.  SteFenson  in  his  note, 
dated  the  26th  of  August,  relative  to  an  aUeged  outrage  cooimitted  upon  an 
American  ship,  ti^  ''  S^umii,"  of  Boston,  near  Cape  Frio  light,  on  the  9th  of 
April,  by  the  €oiiMBander  of  Her  Majesty's  skx^  '^  Gredaa,"  and  a  boarding 
officer  from  that  vessd. 

The  Undersigned  has  now  the  hosKHir  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Stevenson  a  copy 
of  n  letter  froH  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  enclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Commander  Smyth,  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop  ^  Grecian,"  and  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Mr.  N.  B«  Pearse,  master  of  that  sloop,  explaining  the  drcum- 
stanoes  attending  the  detention  of  the  ''  Susu$l,''  oa  the  occasion  to  which 
Mr.  StevCTison's  note  refers. 

The  Undersigned  trusts  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  wifl  see; 
from  the  narradve  which  these  papers  contain,  that  nothing  was  done  by  the 
officer  <rf  the  ^'  Grecian'*  of  which  the  United  States  Governooent  can  justly 
CMnplain ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary.  Her  Ma^sty's  Government  have  good 
ground  for  complaining  of  the  rude  aiid  offensive  behayioor  of  Mr.  Brewer,  a 
passenger  on  board  the  ''  Snsmn^""  towards  Her  Majesty's  officers  whiie  em- 
ployed in  the  perfiormance  of  their  duty ;  and  the  Undersigned  has  to  observe, 
that,  from  what  is  stated  in  these  reports,  there  seems  strong  reason  to  sus- 
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First  EndQEuie  in  No.  23% 
j9h  Jokm  Barrow  to  Lord  Leve^an. 
Afr  Ijo&d>  Admiralty,  April  14,  1840. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  of  September  last,  I  am  com- 
nasded  by  my  LovcU  CommissioMrs  of  &e  Adouralt^  to  transmit  to  you  here- 
with^ for  the  information  of  VmcoumI;  Falmerston,  an  extract  of  a  letter  frcm 
Commander  Smyth,  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop  "  Grecian,"  dated  lOth  December, 
1839,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  freoa  Mr.  M.  B.  Peaise,  master  of  tkbt  ^op,  which 
aeoompaaied  it,  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  American  aUp  ''  jSmmii;'  off 
Cape  Frio,  by  the  ''  Grectan,''  on  the  9th  of  April,  1839. 

(Signed)      '      JOHN  BARROW. 
Lord  Leveton, 

4fC.       tfC.       ifC. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  239. 

O^mmantkr  Smyth  to  Commodore  Stdiwin. 

Her  Majeaty'e  sloop  ''  Grecian^" 
(ExtraeL)  BetenAer  lO^  1839. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  November,  1839,  enclosing  copies 
of  a  correspondence  relative  to  the  United  States  barque  ^  Susan/'  boarded  by 
a  boat  from  Her  Majesty's  sloop  under  my  command,  I  have  the  honour  to  state 
to  yon,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
while  cruizing  off  Cape  Frio  I  was  standing  towards  the  Cape  vrith  a  prize,  and 
at  half-past  seven  p.m.»  it  being  quite  dark,  flashes  were  reported  as  heing  seen 
to  leeward,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  signals  with  slave-vessels,  as  I  knew 
that  several  were  expected,  and  among  them  a  bark  called  the  "  Commodore.^ 

I  desired  the  prize  to  continue  her  course  ibr  the  Cape,  and  then  bore  up  in 
the  direction  of  the  lights,  and  very  soon  after  discovered  a  sail,  upon  which  I 
lioisted  a  light  and  fired  a  blank  gun  to  bring  her  to  ;  as  far  as  we  (the  officers 
and  myself)  could  distinguish  from  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  the  vessel  paid 
no  attention  to  our  signals ;  I,  then,  being  anxious  not  to  separate  from  the 
prize,  ordered  a  shotted  gun  to  be  fired  well  a-head  of  the  vessel,  and  shortly 
after  ran  up  alongside  ot^  and  hailed  her  in  the  following  manner: — *'This  is 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  *  Grecian/ — ^what  barque  is  that  ?•'  The  answer 
was — **The  *  Susan*  firom  Rio  Janeiro.  God  damn  you!  what  do  you  mean 
by  firing  a  shot  across  our  bows  ?     I  '11  blow  you  out  of  the  water.'* 

Not  feeling  satisfied  from  the  style  of  the  answer  what  the  vessel  was,  I 
hailed  to  say  I  should  send  a  boat  on  board.  I  therefore  ordered  the  jolly-boat 
to  be  lowered,  and  sent  Mr.  Pearse,  master,  to  ascertain  what  vessel  she  was 
(and  the  statement  of  that  officer,  which  accompanies  this  letter,  relative  to 
what  took  place  on  board  the  **  Susan^  I  beg  leave  U}  transmit  for  their  Lord- 
ships^ information). 

On  the  return  of  the  boarding  officer,  he  related  to  me,  as  far  as  my  memory 
will  allow,  precisely  the  words  that  are  in  his  statement.  I  confess  I  should 
have  detained  her  and  inquired  into  such  unbecoming  behaviour,  had  I  not 
been  pressed  to  rejoin  the  prize  who  had  on  board  430  souls,  who  I  was 
extremely  anxious  should  get  into  port  with  the  utmost  speed :  therefore  every 
moment's  detention  to  me  was  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  I  was  reluc- 
tantly constrained  to  permit  my  officer,  in  feet  my  ship,  to  suffer  an  indignity 
without  being  able  from  circumstances  to  examine  the  case,  so  as  to  make  an 
official  report  thereon.  An  additional  cause  of  my  anxiety  to  rejoin  the  prize 
was  through  fear  that  she  might  mistake  the  light  shown  by  the  *'  Susan  '*  for 
Cape  Frio  light,  which  at  that  time  was  not  visible. 
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Third  Enclosure  in  No.  239. 

Mr.  Pearse  to  Commander  Smyth. 

Her  Maksttfa  sloop  **  Grecian^ 
Sir,  Buenos  Ayres^  December  10, 1839. 

In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  state  what  occurred  on 
the  night  of  the  9th  of  April  last,  while  in  company  with  the  United  States 
barque  "  Susan.*' 

Being  on  board  the  brig  **  Grecian/'  cruizing  off  Gape  Frio,  engaged  in  the 
suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  particularly  looking  out  for  a  slave-barque 
that  was  daily  expected,  viz.  the  "  Commodore^'  at  7  h.  30 m.  p.m.,  it  being  very 
dark,  a  light  was  observed  inshore  of  us,  which  was  visible  only  at  intervals, 
but,  when  visible,  was  very  bright;  this  was  suspected  to  be  a  slave-vessel, 
making  signals  to  the  shore  (this  being  a  place  where  slaves  in  great  quantities 
are  landed);  we  stood  after  her  and  fired  a  blank  gun,  and,  she  not  heaving-to, 
a  shot  was  fired  a-head  of  her.  On  closing  with  her  she  seemed  to  be  a 
barque ;  she  was  hailed  by  you  from  the  forecastle,  telling  what  ship  this  was, 
and  asking  what  she  was;  the  reply  was  the  ship's  name,  and  *'God  damn 
you!  what  do  you  mean  by  firing  across  our  bows?  If  you  fire  again.  111 
blow  you  out  of  the  water."  I  was  then  ordered  to  board  her,  which  I  did  in 
the  jolly-boat.  On  going  alongside,  I  had  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  on 
board,  it  being  very  dark,  and  a  considerable  sea  on.  No  rope  was  handed 
over  the  side,  or  any  of  the  usual  assistance  given  to  a  boat  going  alongside  of 
a  vessel. 

I  had  considerable  difficulty  in  scrambling  up  her  side ;  when  I  got  on  deck 
I  called  for  the  captain,  but  was  immediately  surrounded  by  several  persons, 
who  were  most  clamorous  and  noisy,  particularly  one  person  of  the  name  of 
Brewer,  whose  language  and  general  deportment  were  most  insolent  and 
abusive.  I  told  him  I  nad  nothing  to  say  to  him,  but  wished  to  see  the 
captain,  on  which  he  merely  continued  to  repeat  his  abuse,  and  to  offer  every 
interruption  to  my  obtaining  any  information  as  to  what  the  vessel  was.  I 
repeated  to  him  several  times  that  I  had  no  business  with  him,  and  wished 
to  say  nothing  to  any  one  but  the  captain ;  but  all  my  efforts  to  have  any 
conversation  with  him,  for  as  yet  I  had  not  seen  him,  were  interrupted  by  the 
noisy  and  turbulent  behaviour  of  the  said  Mr.  Brewer,  who  was  now  joined 
in  his  reproaches  and  abuse  by  the  other  persons  standing  round,  and  much 
confusion  was  produced  on  deck  by  their  violent  language  and  insolent 
menaces. 

I  had  not  yet  seen  the  captain ;  and,  although  I  believed  Mr.  Brewer  to  be 
an  American  citizen,  my  mind  was  by  no  means  firee  from  suspicion  of  the 
vessel  being  a  slaver. 

This  same  Mr.  Brewer  having  declared  in  a  boasting  manner  some  time 
previously  in  Rio  Janeiro,  that  he  was  the  person  who  had  sold  the  very 
slave-vessel  that  we  were  now  in  chase  of,  the  *'  Commodore/'  to  her  present, 
owners,  under  these  circumstances,  I  told  them  that,  if  I  was  interrupted  by 
them  in  communicating  with  the  captain,  I  should  make  a  signal  to  the  brig 
for  assistance,  and,  calling  one  man  out  of  the  boat,  desired  him  to  bring  a 
musket  and  a  lantern,  to  enable  me  to  make  the  necessary  signal. 

I  had  not  yet  seen  the  captain,  nor  had  I  any  proof  of  the  nationality  of  the 
vessiel;  they  were  now  more  silent,  and,  having  at  length  ascertained  who  was 
captain,  I  asked  him  to  show  me  his  papers.  Mr.  Brewer  then  again  inter- 
fered, desiring  the  captain  to  show  nothing  but  the  register.  I  told  them  I 
only  wished  to  satisfy  myself  that  she  was  an  American  vessel  I  went  into 
the  cabin  with  the  captain,  and  inspected  the  register,  and  entered  her  name, 
&c.,  in  the  boarding-book  in  the  usual  manner.  While  so  engaged  Mr. 
Brewer  and  the  other  passengers  came  into  the  cabin.  I  asked  the  captain 
why  he  gave  such  an  answer  to  a  British  man-of-war  hailing  her,  when  he  told 
me  he  had  made  no  such  reply,  and  that  which  was  given  had  been  given  by 
Mr.  Brewer,  who  was  a  nassen&rer.  but  not  bv  him.  the  cantain. 
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The  only  time  that  was  lost  was' by  the  insolent  behaviour  Df  Mr.  Brewer 
and  the  others. 

Having  seen  the  register,  and  beine  satisfied  that  she  was  a  regular  trading- 
vessel,  I  made  no  further  inquiries,  but  left  the  vessel,  requesting  she  would 
not  make  sail  until  I  got  on  board  the  '*  Grecian/*  to  make  the  report  of  her: 

I  came  on  board  the  *'  Grecian,'*  then  within  hail  of  the  '*  Susan,''  and,  hav- 
ing reported  her,  you  immediately  hailed  her  to  go  on. 

From  the  time  she  first  hove-to,  until  she  filled  again,  did  not  exceed  half 
an  hour ;  and  the  time  occupied  by  me  in  examining  her  register,  when  once 
produced,  did  not  exceed  five  minutes. 

The  whole  affair  occupied  as  little  time  as  possible,  having  been  ordered  to 
return  immediately,  in  order  to  rejoin  the  ^'  Ganges''  prize  slave-brig,  from 
which  we  had  parted  company,  and  being  anxious  about  her,  lest  she  should 
have  been  deceived  by  the  lights  seen  from  the  '*  Susan,''  and  mistake  them 
for  Cape  Frio  light,  which  was  not  then  visible. 

And  I  further  state  that  I  am  ready,  if  called  upon,  to  substantiate  on  oath 
the  foregoing  statement. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       .     N.  B.  PEARSE, 
Master  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop  "  Grecian." 


No.  240. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenar  Street,  May  15,  1840. 

The  Undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
fi-om  the  United  States,  has  the  honour  to  inform  Lord  Palmerston,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that  he  has  received 
instructions  which  make  it  his  duty  again  to  invite  the  attention  of  Her  Ma^ 
jesty's  Government  to  the  continued  excesses  which,  it  appears,  are  still  prac 
tised  by  British  naval  officers  upon  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  the  African  seas,  and  more  particularly  to  bring  to  its  notice  a  recent 
aggression,  of  a  marked  and  extraordinary  character,  committed  by  the  com- 
mander of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  upon  an  American  brig  on  the  high 
seas,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  calls  for 
the  immediate  action  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

To  enable  Lord  Palmerston  to  judge  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  out- 
rage, the  Undersigned  has  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  his  Lordship  the 
accompanying  documents  detailing  the  whole  proceeding ;  amongst  which  will 
be  found  the  original  log-book  of  the  American  brig,  from  the  time  of  her 
sailing  from  the  Havana  to  that  of  her  return  to  that  port,  four  or  five  months 
afler. 

From  these  papers  it  appears : — ^that  on  the  21st  of  June,  1839,  an  American 
brig  called  the  "  Mary,"  the  property  of  Peter  Sabate,  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  under  the  command  of  Captain  David  Tomlinson,  (both  citizens 
of  the  United  States,)  sailed  from  the  Havana  for  the  Gallinas  and  Cape  Lopez, 
vnth  a  valuable  cargo  of  merchandise  belonging  to  the  commercial  house  of 
Blanco  and  Caballo  of  that  city. 

That  this  vessel  was  regularly  cleared  from  the  Havana  by  the  Consul  of 
the  United  States  for  ports  on  the  African  Coast 

That  on  the  18th  of  August,  while  pursuing  her  voyage,  and  within  sight 
of  Cape  Mount,  and  not  more  than  25  or  30  miles  from  the  port  of  destination, 
a  British  cruiser  called  the  "  Forester,"  commanded  by  William  Bond,  and 
sailing  under  the  British  flag,  bore  down  and  fired  a  gun  across  the  bow  of 
the  "  3Iary,"  for  her  to  heave  to. 

That  the  American  colours  were  hoisted  on  board  the  brig,  and  in  full  view 
of  the  British  cruiser. 

That  Captain  Tomlinson  accordingly  came  to,  when  his  vessel  was  imme- 
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drately  boarded  by  the  commandant  of  the  ^*  Forester/'  with  a  subordinate 
oflBcer,  and  six  or  eight  of  the  crew. 

That  upon  an  examination  of  the  ship's  papers,  which  were  all  regular.  Captain 
Bond  expressed  himself  dissatisfied ;  declared  that  the  American  Consul  at  the 
Havana,  by  whom  they  were  signed,  had  been  removed  by  his  Gorermnent ; 
ordered  the  hatches  immediately  to  be  opened  ;  turned  up  and  examined  the 
whole  cargo ;  broke  open  and  destroyed  ten  boxes  or  liquor  cases,  and  finally 
seized  the  said  vessel  and  cargo  as  la\^'fiil  prize. 

That  the  vessel  was  thereupon  carried  by  force  into  Sierra  Leone  for 
condemnation ;  but  the  Prize  Court  refused  to  exercise  jarisdiction  over  her, 
upon  the  ground  that  she  was  American  property,  and  that  the  seizure  had 
been  unauthorized  and  illegaL 

That  this  took  place  on  Saturday  the  24th  of  August,  at  3  o'clock  p.m.,  at 
which  time  orders  were  given  to  Captain  Tomlinson  to  leave  the  port  by  one 
o'clock  the  following  day ;  with  a  further  notification,  that  if  there  was  any 
delay  beyond  that  hour,  his  vessel  would  be  again  seized. 

That  his  papers  were  then  in  possession  of  Captain  Bond,  as  were  also  five 
of  his  crew,  and  that  she  had  not  besides  suitable  provisions  of  wood  or  water 
for  going  to  sea. 

That  it  was  not  until  aftei  three  o'clock  that  possession  of  the  brig  was 
restored  to  Captain  Tomlinson  by  the  officer,  with  a  part  of  her  papers  and  four 
of  her  crew.  On  the  following  day,  however,  she  was  again  boarded  by  another 
officer,  who  brought  with  him  the  remainder  of  the  papers,  without  the  fifth 
seaman  (the  steward),  who  was  retained. 

That  in  consequence  of  this  notification.  Captain  Tomlinson  made  immediate 
preparation  to  sail,  and  accordingly  put  to  sea,  though  so  unprovided  with 
wood  and  water  as  to  make  it  extremely  hazardous  to  6o  so. 

That  on  the  30th  of  August  the  brig  reached  the  Gallinas,  where  she  went 
for  provisions,  and  on  the  23rd  of  September  Captain  Tomlinson  died,  from  a 
fever  which  he  had  taken  in  consequence  of  his  detention  in  the  deadly  cUmate 
of  the  African  Coast. 

It  further  appears^  that  the  ''  Marjf'  was  a  clomp  brig,  utterly  unsuitable  fi)r 
the  purposes  of  a  slaver,  and  manifestly  intended  for  the  employment  ia  which 
she  was  engaged,  of  transporting  cargoes  of  ordinary  merchandise. 

Such  is  a  brief  recital  of  the  facts  of  this  case,  which  will  be  found,  however^ 
more  particularly  detafled  in  the  documents  which  accompany  tbis  letter. 
They  afibrd  proc^  too  manifest  and  decisive  to  leave  room  for  doubt  or  denial^ 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  outrage,  or  the  reparation  which  it  calls  for. 

Not  content  with  having  boarded  and  searched  (acts  in  themselves  of  insult 
and  violence),  the  commandant  of  the  British  cruiser  had  the  temerity  actually 
to  capture  and  send  into  a  foreign  port  for  condemnation  in  time  of  peace,  as 
lawful  prize,  the  vessel  of  a  friendly  nation  engaged  in  lawful  commerce  upon 
the  high  seas,  and  under  the  protection  and  jurisdiction  of  its  own  flag ;  and 
that,  too,  in  the  absence  of  that  degree  of  suspicion  which,  under  the  provisions 
of  existing  Treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  other  nations  in  relation  to  the 
Slave  Trade,  would  alone  justify  a  mutual  right  of  search  and  capture  of  their 
respective  vessels* 

Indeed  the  whole  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Captain  Bond  would  seem  to 
want  nothing  to  give  it  the  character  of  a  most  flagrant  and  daring^  outrage, 
and  very  little,  if  anything,  to  sink  it  into  an  act  of  open  and  direct  piracy. 

Such  is  the  view  of  the  case  which  the  Undersigned  has  been  instructed  to 
present  to  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  in  preferring  a 
claim  for  suitable  indenmity  to  the  owners  of  the  ^^Maryr  he  has  been  fur- 
ther directed  to  ask  for  the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  conunander  of  the 
''  Forester,"  and  those  concerned  in  so  wanton  and  unjustifiable  an  outrage. 

In  perfiwrming  this  duty,  the  Undersigned  will  forbear  to  enlarge  upon  the 
subject  After  the  former  notes  which  he  has  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
to  Lord  Palmerston,  and  in  which  he  took  occasion  to  express  very  fully  the 
views  of  his  Government  in  relation  to  these  violations  of  its  flag,  and  the 
vexatious  interruptions  to  which  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States  are  subjected  by  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  it  cannot 
be  necessary  to  do  more  than  to  place  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  posses- 
sion of  the  facts,  and  invite  its  early  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  have 
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^e  effect  of  guarding  for  the  future  against  such  unwarrantable  excesses  on 
the  part  of  its  Baval  ofiicers. 

Lord  Palmerston  will  not  fail  to  see  how  unpleasant  and  painful  it  must  be 
to  the  President  to  have  complaints  of  this  character  so  often  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government^  and  the  necessity  and  importance  of 
preventii^  their  repetition.  Indeed,  it  would  indicate  a  want  of  confidence  in 
a  Government  which  so  well  understands  its  own  rights,  and  what  is  due  to  it 
bam  other  nations,  not  to  infer  that  a  case  of  such  gross  indignity  and  insult, 
one  so  inconsistent  with  all  international  courtesy,  and  iU-suited  to  the  friendly 
relations  of  two  such  countries,  would  be  promptly  redressed  and  signally 
punished. 

The  Undersigned  takes  occasion  to  renew  to  Lord  Palmerston  assurances  of 
his  distinguished  con^deration. 

(Signed)  A.  STEVENSON. 

The  Bight  Hon.  discount  Pahnerstony  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  ^.  4^- 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  240. 

Mr.  TfUl  to  the  HofmtrMe  J.  Forsyth. 

CoMMlmte  of  the  Untied  SUitee  of  America, 
Sot^  H€wana,  February  2d,  1840. 

The  recent  arrival  fix)m  the  coast  of  Africa  of  the  brig  ^  Douglas^  of 
Duzbary,  Alvin  Baker  master,  has  reminded  me  of  some  documents  whioi  I  had 
prepar^  so  far  back  as  November  last,  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  them,  as 
would  long  since  have  been  done,  had  they  not,  though  repeatedly  thought  of, 
yet  been  as  often  driven  from  mind  by  the  numerous  objects  claiming  my  atten- 
tioH.  The  delay  originated  in  my  wish  that  fhey  should  be  accompanied  by  the 
Statement  of  John  Hutton,  mate  of  the  bri^  *•  ^^^JL^  ^  ^^^7  intelligent,  and,  so 
for  as  I  could  judge,  truth-telling  youn^  mariner.  For  the  purpose  of  reducing 
to  writing  a  number  of  particulars  mentioned  by  him  in  conversation,  I  repeatedly 
appointed  a  time  for  him  to  come  to  my  office;  but  he  always  found  me  engaged 
in  a  manner  that  rendered  a  postponement  unavoidable,  and  finally  he  left  with- 
out its  having  been  possible  for  me  to  carry  that  design  into  effect. 

Of  the  documents  now  transmitted,  one  (Enclosure  No.  1)  is  aTiteral  copy  of  a 
declaration  and  protest,  made  by  David  Tomlinson,  master  of  the  brig  •*  MaryJ' 
of  New  Orieans,  against  the  commander  of  Her  Britannic  Mjijesty*s  brig  ''  Fo- 
rerter/'  by  whom,  as  will  be  perceived,  he  was  captured  and  taken  to  Sierra  Licone, 
his  detention  in  the  deadly  climate  of  the  coast  of  Africa  being  thereby  sufficiently 
prolonged  (particularly  when  connected  with  the  vexation  and  anxiety  of  mind 
consequent  thereon)  to  turn  the  scale  against  his  escape  with  fife  from  the  risk 
encountered  by  all  white  men  who  venture  into  it.  This  protest,  as  will  be  seen, 
is  signed  by  Ae  mate,  the  second  mate,  and  three  of  the  crew-  I  personally  ex- 
amined the  mate,  John  Hntton,  and  two  of  the  crew,  John  Boaln  and  John 
Irvine,  and  the  result  was  that  the  statements  contained  in  the  protest  were  corro- 
borated as  fully  as  they  possibly  could  be  by  their  testimony. 

A  second  (Enclosure  No.  ^  is  the  log-book  of  the  "  ^ary^  kept  by  the 
aforesaid  John  Hutton,  from  her  leaving  this  port  on  the  21st  of  June,  to  her 
retcra  on  ttie  12th  of  November,  1839.  in  this  will  be  found  some  of  the  details 
obtained  orally  from  the  mate  and  seamen^  and  which  serve  to  complete  the  out- 
line begun  in  the  captain's  protest.  On  the  18th  of  August,  when  in  sight  of 
Cape  Mount,  which  is  within  25  or  30  miles  of  the  Gallinas,  where  her  cargo 
was  \fi  be  delivered,  the  **  Mary"  was  captured  by  the  **  Forester.*  Taken  to 
Sierra  Leone,  the  Prize  Court,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  an  American  vessel, 
refnsed  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  her.  Of  this  they  were  informed  at  3  p.m., 
on  Saturday,  the  24th  of  August,  at  which  time  they  received  orders  to  leave  port 
by  1  P.M.  on  the  day  fijTIowing,  with  a  notice  that  if  they  delayed  beyond  that 
time  they  would  be  seized.  The  **  Mary'fT  papers  were  yet  in  possession  of  the 
commander  of  the  ^  Forester,"  as  were  also  five  of  her  crew,  and  she  had  not  a 
proper  provision  of  either  wood  or  water  for  putting  to  sea.  At  half-past  three, 
possession  of  die  ^  Mary^  was  restored  to  Captain  Tomlinson,  by  an  officer 
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visited  her,  bringing  with  him  a  portion  of  her  papers  and  four  of  her  crew.  At 
10  A.M.,  on  the  following  day,  an  officer  came  on  board  with  the  remainder  of  the 
vessel's  papers,  but  without  the  fifth  man  (the  steward)  belonging  to  her  ;  where- 
upon, in  consequence  of  the  notification  from  the  Court,  they  weighed  anchor,  and 
made  all  possible  speed  out  of  the  harbour,  putting  to  sea  in  so  unprovided  a  state, 
with  regard  to  both  wood  and  water,  as  no  vessel  should  venture  out  in.  On  the 
30th  of  August  they  reached  Gallinas,  where  Captain  Tomlinson  wrote  and  they 
signed  the  protest;  he  being  then  on  shore  \iith  the  fever,  of  which  he  subse- 
quently (the  23rd  of  September)  died  on  the  return  voyage. 

Another  American  ship-master,  who  was  detained  at  Sierra  Leone,  contrived 
to  make  his  escape  from  thence  in  the  "  Mary.''     He  also  died  on  the  passage. 

Among  the  particulars  stated  by  the  mate  (in  presence  of  the  men,  who  like- 
wise affirmed  it)  was  one  which  bore  the  stamp  of  truth  upon  its  face  in  a  manner 
unsuspected  probably  by  the  narrator,  who  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to  have  been 
aware  that  among  the  articles  of  '^  equipment"  which,  under  the  Treaty  stipula- 
tions between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  are  sufficient  to  condemn  a  Spanish  vessel, 
handcuffs  are  comprised.  The  occurrence  as  related  by  him  was  as  follows : — 
*'  One  of  their  men  (of  the  prize  crew)  came  aft  with  a  pair  of  irons  which  he  had 
found  in  the  bows,  such  as  our  vessels  always  carry  in  case  a  man  proves  unruly ; 
we  had  no  occasion  to  use  them,  Sir,  but  it  s  as  well  not  to  be  unprovided.  He 
flung  them  on  deck.  '  There,*  says  he,  *  there !  thafs  enough  to  condemn  ye,  and 
make  ye  our  lawful  prize/  "  Summary  extension,  this,  to  vessels  under  the  flag 
of  the  non-consenting,  refractory  American  Government,  of  a  provision  which 
exists  as  to  Spanish  vessels,  in  consequence  solely  of  the  free  consent  and  agree- 
ment of  the  Spanish  monarch !  The  incident,  however,  is  in  perfect  keeping  with 
all  that  we  here  learn  of  the  body  of  doctrine  whereby  the  deportment  of  these 
African  station  cruisers  is  governed  towards  vessels  under  the  American  flag ; 
whether  rightfully  or  fraudulently ;  whether  pursuing  an  employment  for  which 
even  American  cruisers  would  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  them,  or  one  which 
to  an  American  cruiser  (but  to  an  American  cruiser  only)  would  afford  just 
ground  for  capture.  From  all  accounts,  officers  and  men  seem  to  be  full  of  the 
notion  that  the  rules  which  they  have  obtained  Spanish  leave  to  enforce  upon 
Spanish  vessels,  apply  to  American  vessels  all  the  same ;  that  if  one  cannot  carry 
a  cooking  apparatus  or  a  water-cask  beyond  a  certain  size,  neither  can  the  other ; 
and  that  the  same  right  rests  in  them  to  search  either,  and  turn  the  cargo  upside 
down  in  quest  of  prohibited  articles. 

A  circumstance  which  added  greatly  to  the  weight  of  the  testimony  given  by 
these  men  was,  that  they  spoke  without  asperity  of  their  captors.  The  prize- 
master,  M'Pherson,  they  informed  me  (upon  being  closely  questioned  with  a  view 
to  discover  their  frame  of  mind),  did  drink,  but  not  to  excess, — ^he  did  not  get 
drunk,  as  did  the  rest  of  the  prize  crew,  and  he  treated  them  well.  '*  He  was 
doing  his  duty,  Sir ;  he  could  not  help  it." 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  the  **ilfory,"  I  will  add  that  (although  the  viola- 
tion of  principle,  in  regard  to  the  right  of  search,  would  be  the  same,  had  she 
been  the  sharpest  of  clippers,  with  her  hold  full  of  slaves)  the  treatment  expe- 
rienced by  her  is  the  more  inexcusable  from  her  being  a  clump  brig,  utterly  un- 
suitable for  a  slaver,  and  manifestly  fit  for  nothing  but  the  employment  in  which 
she  was  engaged, — the  carrying  of  cargo ;  and  tnat,  too,  a  cargo  which  very  pos- 
sibly might  have  been  made  up  entirely  (excepting  only  the  aguardiente  and  the 
tobacco)  of  merchandise  brou^t  to  this  place  from  England,  which  all  concur  in 
saying  is  exported  all  the  year  round  direct  from  England  to  Africa,  and  supplies 
of  which  are  constantly  furnished  to  the  slave  factories  from  Sierra  Leone  itself, 
the  very  seat  of  that  Prize  Court  before  which  the  '^Mary*  was  dragged  when 
within  sight  of  her  port  of  destination.  So  manifestly  did  this  clump,  dull,  mer- 
chant character  belong  to  the  vessel,  that  I  deem  it  in  the  highest  degree  pro- 
bable that  she  was  so  set  down  even  in  the  reports  of  those  agents  of  the  British 
Government  here  who  swell  their  lists  of  "  American  slavers"  by  embracing  in 
them  every  vessel  under  our  flag  that  clears  for  Africa ;  although  it  may  be  ever 
so  notorious  that  she  is  employed  solely  to  deliver  a  cargo  there,  which  an  Eng- 
lish vessel  may  carry  from  Liverpool,  but  which  a  poor  Spaniard  dare  not  be 
freighted  with.  Those  reports  not  unfrequently,  I  believe,  describe  the  appear- 
ance of  the  vessels. 

Enclosure  No.  3  is  a  letter  addressed  to  me,  at  my  request  for  a  written  state- 
ment, by  Captain  William  A.  HickUng,  who,  it  will  be  seen,  refers  to  the  Ho- 
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nourable  W.  Prescott,  and  Professor  John  W.  Webster,  of  Cambridge.  On 
meeting  him  last  evening,  he  told  me  that  he  had  taken,  or  was  about  to  take, 
a  cargo  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  wished  to  be  informed  whether  the  Ame- 
rican flag  could  count  upon  protection  there  now,  and  an  American  ship-master 
upon  having  his  vessel  overhauled  by  his  own  countrymen,  who  had  a  right  to 
examine  him,  instead  of  having  to  submit  to  insult  from  foreigners  who  had 
none. 

The  arrival  of  Captain  Baker,  which  has  proved  the  cause  of  this  communi- 
cation being  made  now,  has  disclosed  another  of  these  cases,  if  not  of  consum- 
mated, at  least  of  more  than  half,  murder,  upon  an  American  citizen  engaged 
in  as  perfectly  lawful  a  calling  as  if  he  had  gone  with  a  cargo  of  sugars  to  the 
Baltic. 

A  few  months  ago  he  left  here,  as  hale  a  looking  young  mariner  as  one 
would  wish  to  set  eyes  on,  and  the  other  day  (he,  too,  having  come  under 
British  guardianship,  and  having,  consequently,  his  detention  in  that  deadly 
atmosphere  prolonged  sufficiently  to  determine  the  point  against  him)  his 
skeleton  came  limping  into  my  office,  with  the  help  of  a  crutch,  to  tell  me 
that  he  was  "  getting  better,"  but  had  been  very  sick,  and  in  that  state  had 
had  to  navigate  all  the  way  from  Curafoa,  with  but  one  man  before  the  mast 
fit  for  duty. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Hon.  J.  Forsyth,  (Signed)  N.  P.  TRIST. 

Sfc.        8fc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  240. 

Havana  Consulate. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I,  David  Tomlinson,  captain  of  the  American 
brigantine  '*  Mary,''  of  New  Orleans,  formerly  of  Philadelphia,  do  claim  damages 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine  of  war  "  Forester,'*  commanded  by  William 
Bond,  in  behalf  of  the  owner  of  said  brigantine  "  Mary^'  of  New  Orleans,  say 
500  dollars  per  day,  from  12  o'clock  the  18th  of  August,  to  the  29th  of  the  same 
month  at  12  o'clock^  which  time  I  was  in  as  good  position  to  make  the  Gallinas 
as  when  taken  prisoner  by  the  said  "  Forester." 

1.  I^  David  Tomlinson,  having  taken  command  of  the  above-named  brigantine 
of  New  Orleans,  the  property  of  Mr.  Peter  Sabate,  lying  in  Havana,  took  a 
freight  from  the  house  of  Blanco  and  Caballo,  merchants  in  Havana,  to  proceed 
to  the  Gallinas,  from  thence  to  Cape  Lopez,  for  the  sum  of  3800  dollars. 

2.  Took  on  board  a  general  cargo  for  the  above-named  port  or  ports  of  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  cleared  the  said  brigantine  at  the  United  States'  Consul's 
office  in  Havana,  to  proceed  to  the  Gallinas. 

3.  Left  Havana  on  the  21st  of  June,  1839,  say  1839,  and  pursued  my  course 
for  the  said  Gallinas,  and  on  the  18th  of  August,  in  1839,  say  1839,  1  sighted 
Cape  Mount,  which  is  25  or  30  miles  from  the  above-named  port ;  and  while 
doubling  the  above-named  cape,  the  said  **  Forester"  bore  down  on  the  brigan- 
tine '*  Mary,*  and  fired  a  cannon  for  me  to  heave  to.  I  discovered  she  hoisted 
the  English  flag,  so  I  brought  the  brig  to ;  she  then  lowered  a  boat,  and  the 
commander  and  an  under  officer,  with  six  or  eight  seamen,  and  demanded  my 
papers,  which  I  put  in  his  hands  ;  he  commenced  with  the  bill  of  sale  and  copy 
of  the  vessel's  register,  stating  that  Tie  did  not  recognize  that  signature  as  from 
the  Consulate  of  America  in  Havana,  as  he  well  knew  the  man  had  been  removed 
from  office,  I  told  him  if  he  took  any  steps  with  the  vessel  contrary  to  law,  I 
should  reclaim  damages,  as  she  was  despatched  at  the  American  Consul's  office 
in  Havana,  and  that  1  hoisted  the  American  flag  in  answer  to  his.  I  also  showed 
him  my  bills  of  ladmg,  with  the  ship's  papers,  but  he  was  not  satisfied  with  seeing 
them.  But  he  sent  his  under  officer  to  tear  up  the  hatches,  and  he  went  below 
and  turned  my  cargo  upside  down,  broke  or  damaged  ten  boxes  or  liauor  cases, 
which  fell  in  my  hands,  at  nine  dollars  each,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  I  need 
not  give  myself  any  uneasiness  about  the  cargo,  that  it  and  the  vessel  were  his,  and 
I  was  his  prisoner,  and  that  he  would  put  my  passengers  on  the  beach,  and  send 
me  and  my  men  to  prison  at  Sierra  Leone,  I  still  telling  him  to  beware  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, that  America  did  aot  allow  her  flag  to  be  treated  in  that  manner ;  he 

Class  D.  ^^  /  ^  T 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


16?  UNITED  STATE& 

said  he  did  not  respect  me,  my  flag^  nor  my  papers^  that  I  was  his  prisoner,  and 
the  vessel  his ;  to  be  quiet,  and  I  would  meet  a  better  end ;  he  then  left  on  board 
Mr.  M'Pherson  and  six  men,  all  armed ;  about  five  o  clook  he  sent  a  boat  with  aa 
order  forme  to  be  brought  on  board  ;  I  declined,  stating  that  I  was  captain  of  the 
vessel  and  responsible  for  the  cargo,  but  I  was  told  it  was  no  use,  go  I  must,  so 
they  took  me  on  board  the  "  Forester  ;'*  he  the  commander  took  me  below  and 
tried  his  best  endeavours  to  induce  me  to  say  the  vessel  was  Spanish  property,  by 
offering  me  bribes  of  various  kinds,  and  at  last  he  told  me  if  1  would  say  she  was 
Spanish,  I  should  put  what  she  and  her  cargo  would  bring  with  all  the  passengers' 
money*  in  my  pocket.     I  answered  him,  that  the  vessel  was  American  property, 
and  that  all  England  could  not  induce  me  to  not  protect  it  as  such ;  he  then  said 
he  would  hang  me ;  I  told  him  I  did  not  fear  his  threats ;  that  in  hanging  me  be 
left  my  count^  to  revenge  my  death,  and  death  was  preferable  to  me  to  dishonour ; 
be  then  found  he  could  neither  bribe  nor  frighten  me,  so  he  sent  me  on  board  the 
*'  Maty  "  again  quite  late  in  the  evening,  when  I  found  the  carg^o  broached^  and 
fdl  his  men  and  some  of  mine  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  knocking  and  tearing 
about  the  vessel  with  their  cutlasses  like  so  many  pirates ;  I  went  on  deck  to  order 
my  men  below,  but  I  was  told  by  those  placed  on  board  that  I  had  no  business  on 
deck,  and  that  I  must  go  below,  for  I  was  a  prisoner,  and  that  the  vessel  belonged 
to  them  and  their  commander;  the  next  morning  we  were  at  sea,  out  of  sight  of 
land,   the  said    **  Forester"  in  company  with  us;    he  sent  a  boat    alongside, 
demanding  my  passengers,  but  they  did  not  wish  to  go,  stating  that  they  did  not 
like  to  move  their  trunks  and  baggage  until  they  knew  where  they  were  to  go, 
but  they  were  told  to  obey  orders  by  the  officer  on  board ;  so  I  wrote  a  note  to  the 
commander,  requesting  his  permission  to  allow  them  to  return  on  board  the  "  Mart/,'* 
so  he  asked  them  which  they  preferred ;  they  answered  the  "  Mary^  so  he  re- 
turned them  with  a  demand  for  my  men,  excepting  my  first  mate,  who  went  on 
board ;  he  then  took  them  one  by  one  to  make  them  say  the  vessel  was  Spanish 
property,  stating  to  them  that  the  vessel  would  go  to  Sierra  Leone,  her  cargo  be 
sold  for  his  benefit,  and  I  be  thrown  in  prison,  and  would  lose  their  wages  if  th^ 
did  not  declare  she  was  Spanish  property ;  but  if  they  did  they  should  have  tbeti* 
pay :  but  the  first  told  him  he  could  not  be  frightened  to  take  a  false  oath,  and  he 
was  sent  forward  and  put  on  two-thirds  allowance,  and  the  second  tlie  same;  be 
then  to(d:  the  cook  in  hand,  and  he  through  malice  stated  that  he  knew  her  to  be 
Spanish  property,  he  having  told  the  men  often  that  he  would  do  me  some  damage 
if  he  could  get  an  opportunity,  because  I  made  him  clean  the  cook-heose ;  «o  the 
oommaader  sent  him  below,  ordering  the  steward  to  give  him  wine,  and  i]4enty  to 
cat ;  he  then  took  another  one,  a  boy  of  Irish  parents,  and  told  him  ie  should  do 
this,  that,  and  the  other  with  him,  for  he  shipped  as  an  American,  and  was  Irishj 
but  the  boy  told  him  he  was  born  in  America,  and  did  not  fear  him  nor  his  threats  j 
that  he  could  iiot  take  a  false  oath,  so  he  was  sent  forward  with  the  other  two ;  he 
then  took  an  Englishman  who  it  seems  had  told  his  story  to  ^se  on  board  tlie 
'^  Mary  "  when  in  a  state  of  intoxication  the  night  before,  for  I  never  kaew  he 
was  an  Englishman  before. 

(Signed) 


Matt 

JOHN  HU'lTON. 

2nd  Mate. 

JOHN  THOMPSON. 

Seaman, 

JOHN  BOALN. 

bis 

Ditto. 

JOHN  XI  AIJ.AN. 

mark. 

Ditto. 

JOHN  IRVINE. 

Third  Enclosure  in  No.  240. 


Extracts  from  a  Letter  from  William  A,  Hickling  to  N.  P.  Trist,  Conml  of 
the  United  States  at  Havana,  dated  *'  Havaiia,  November  16,  1839."   En- 
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iate  voyiage  ta  the  western  coastJ  of  Ait'icB.  I  commanded  a  schoomr  naimed 
tiie  '*  Octaviar  of  New  Orleans,  which  was  chartered  by  a  house  of  this  city 
(last  March),  for  the  s«to  of  4000  dollars,  to  carry  a  cargo  consisting^  of  sundry 
artides,  such  as  mm;  tobacco,  and  dry  goods,  to  be  delivered  afc  Accra  and  Little 
Popo,  places  on  ttle  western  coast  of  Africa.  I  wa»  properly  cleared  by  you^ 
Sir,  with  the  papers  of  my  yessel,  all  correct,  and  my  officers  and  crew  Ameri- 
cans. I  had  on  boaid  feur  Spanish  gentlemen,  as  passengers.  When  I  arrived 
in  the  latitude  of  about  5^  north,  and  between  the  longitudes  of  about  15°  and 
20°  west,  I  fell  in  with  a  British  brig  of  war  named  the  Acorn,  which  bore  down 
on  me  with  a  press- of  canvas,  the  wind  light  at  the  time,  and  when  within  a 
distance  of  about  two  miles  of  me  he  lowered  away  his  boat,  well  manned,  and 
made  for  me^;  when  pretty  dose  he  fired  a  bow  swivel^  which  sent  a  ball 
through  my  flying  jib,  and  then  being  pretty  close,  bid  me  heave  to,  the 
achooner  at  the  time  not  going  through  the  water  more  than  a  knot  per  houn 
In  a  minute  after  he  was  alongside,  when  a  lieutenant  and  some  six  or  eight 
men  with  drawn  sabres  and  pistols  pounced  on  my  deck  and  took  command.  I 
underwent  a  scrutinizing  examination,  all  my  papers  investigated,  my  afterhatcb 
opened  and  searched,  my  mainhatch  being  barred  and  battened  down  at  the 
time  to  protect  the  cargo  ;  the  officer  said  that  he  could  make  a  prize  of  me  if 
he  liked ;  fbund  fault  with  the  size  of  my  spars,  which  by  the  bye  were  rather 
small,  that  my  water  casks  were  over  large,  &c. ;  he  then  demanded  to  see  and 
examine  the  trunks  of  my  passengers,  and  to  search  my  cabin ;  but  this  I 
resisted,  and  told  him  that  he  could  only  eflFect  this  by  force  of  arms,  and  that 
I  should  consider  it  an  atrocious  and  unwarranted  piratical  act,  and  should 
immediately  protest  against  him,  proceed  to  the  United  States,  and  seek  redress 
of  my  Government.  This  argument  had  its  due  weight ;  for  he  desisted  from 
any  attempt ;  and  after  a  decent  lecturing  which  I  gave  him,  and  which  he  did 
not  much  relish,  he  took  his  departure.  1  had  his  company  all  the  next  day, 
and  the  following  night  we  parted.  My  next  adventure  was  at  Popo.  I  had 
the  honour  of  a  visit  from  the  commander  and  his  first  lieutenant  of  the  British 
cruiser  named  the  "  Termagant,"  at  the  time  I  was  lying  on  a  bed  of  sickness  on 
shore ;  my  mate  officiated.  He  informed  me  by  letter  of  the  visit,  that  much  fault 
was  found  ?rith  my  vessel,  that  she  looked  very  suspicious,  examined  my  papers 
and  my  hold,  said  that  he  could  take  me,  but  that  the  vessel  was  not  of  sufficient 
value.  A  British  merchant  brig  was  lying  at  the  time  in  the  roadstead,  taking  in 
palm  oil^  on  board  of  which  he  placed  a  boat,  well  manned,  to  watch  my  motions. 
When  I  in  part  recovered  from  my  illness,  I  took  in  sand  ballast,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Havana.  In  consequence  of  many  calms  and  light  head^winds,  I  found 
myself  getting  short  of  provisions,  which  obliged  me  to  beat  to  windward,  and 
endeavour  to  get  to  some  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  and  when  in  the  latitude  of 
about  4  J^  north,  and  longitude  of  12^  west,  I  fell  in  with  a  schooner,  which  proved 
to  be  a  British  cruiser — name  I  do  not  recollect — bound  for  Sierra  Leone. 
He  bore  down  to  me,  bid  me  shorten  sail  and  heave  to,  or  he  should  fire  into 
me ;  when  a  lieutenant  and  a  number  of  seamen,  all  armed,  boarded  me,  and 
took  command,  at  the  time  I  was  lying  very  sick  in  my  cabin ;  he  investigated 
my  papers,  and  searched  my  hold,  said  he  was  sorry  that  he  had  not  fallen  in 
with  me  before,  that  ray  cargo  he  knew  must  have  been  Spanish  property,  and 
that  I  was  aiding  and  abetting  slavery.  He  was  pretty  insolent  for  my  re-, 
questing  him  to  spare  a  little  bread.  He  said  he  could  not  supply  me,  he  then 
being  near  his  port.  My  papers  being  entirely  correct,  and  crew  answering  to 
the  crew  list^  he  let  me  pass. 

Is  there  any  law,  I  ask.  Sir,  specifying  the  sized  casks  we  are  to  carry,  the 
number,  or  the  shape,  size,  or  rig  of  our  shipping  ?  Is  there  any  law  pro- 
hibiting us  to  carry  out  Spanish  property,  or  the  property  of  any  other  nation 
to  any  quarter  of  the  world,  not  excepting  Africa?  We  are  a  nation  of  mer- 
chants, and  as  long  as  we  can  find  a  good  sale  for  our  shipping,  or  obtain  a  good 
freight,  are  we  to  be  prevented  performing  our  contracts  by  a  foreign  power?  If 
there  is  any  doubt  of  the  legality  of  our  transactions,  why  not  station  our  own 
men  of  war,  whose  duty  should  be  to  investigate  vessels  found  sailing  under  our 
Bag  ?  Are  we  not  an  independent  nation  ?  and  our  right  to  cruise  the  ocean 
acknowledged  by  all  nations?  When  it  is  actually  known  that  a  greater  part  of 
the  slaves  carried  into  Sierra  Leone  find  their  way  to  Gallinas,,  and  then  sold  and 
re-shipped,  a  proof  of  which  is  this,  that  slaves  have  been  taken  and  re-taken  no 
less  than  five  different  times ;  besides  this  proof,  most  of  the  goods  shipped  to  the 
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African  market  generally,  and  in  particular  to  the  British  colonies,  are  sent  there  to 
sell  to  slave  dealers,  or  as  orders  from  slave  merchants ;  it  is  well  known  that  the 
very  individuals  who  compose  the  Court  at  Sierra  Leone  import  immense  quantities 
of  British  manufactured  goods  to  supply  the  market  of  Gallinas.  There  is  no 
denying  it.  I  could  mention  some  of  the  blackest  transactions  committed  on  in- 
dividuals whose  persons  have  been  stripped,  money  found  and  purloined.  Even  in 
the  West  Indies  we  are  examined,  and  in  anumber  of  cases  insulted,  by  those  over- 
bearing men-of-war.  I  know  a  certain  master,  who  is  now  here,  who  lost  500 
dollars  on  the  sale  of  his  cargo,  by  being  detained  some  hours  by  the  British 
brig-of-war  named  the  '*  Snake,"  who  kept  the  vessel  so  long  hove  to,  that  the 
current  swept  her  to  leeward  of  her  port,  and  it  was  two  days  ere  she  could 
regain  her  original  position,  which  was  just  off  the  Moro  Castle  ;  had  he  not 
been  fired  at  repeatedly,  and  in  danger  of  being  hulled,  he  would  not  have 
brought  to  at  the  time ;  this  detention,  however,  was  the  means  of  frustrating 
his  market ;  this  brig  is  called  the  ''  Rebecca,"'  and  has  anything  but  the  appear- 
ance of  suspicion.  I  hope  some  prompt  measures  will  be  speedily  resorted  to  by 
our  Gpvernment.  When  our  flag  is  trampled  on,  as  has  been  the  case  on  the 
African  coast,  when  our  papers  and  our  consular  certificates  have  not  been 
considered  legal,  and  not  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  protection  of  our  vessels 
and  property,  'lis  time  some  measures  should  be  adopted  to  enforce  that  respect 
due  to  our  nation. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  240. 
Original  log-book  returned  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 


No.  241. 

3Ir.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor-street,  August  14,  1840* 
(Received  August  15.) 

The  Undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States,  has  the  honour  to  acquaint  Lord  Palmerston,  Her 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that,  having  lost  no 
time  in  transmitting  to  his  Government  the  note  of  his  Lordship,  under  date 
of  the  23rd  of  April  last,  in  reply  to  that  of  the  Undersigned  of  the  26th  of 
August  preceding,  complaining  of  the  outrage  committed  by  the  officers  of  the 
British  schooner  "  Grecian"  upon  the  barque  "  Susan''  of  Boston,  he    has 
been  specially  instructed  to  make  the  following  communication  in  answer  to 
Lord  Palmers  ton's  note.     The  President  has  read  with'  feelings  of  surprise 
and  regret  the  answer  returned  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the  com- 
plaint preferred  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  the  affair  of  the  barque 
**  Susan.'*  That  answer  cannot  be  considered  as  otherwise  than  unsatisfactory. 
The  conduct  of  the  British  officers  is  attempted  to  be  justified  on  their  bare 
and  unsupported  statements,  totally  at  variance  with,  and  in  entire  disregard 
of,  the  facts  registered  with  every  formality  usual  on  such  occasions  in  the 
log-book  of  the  "  Susan,'*  supported  as  they  are  by  the  asseverations  of  per- 
sons of  respectability,  then  passengers  on  board  the  vessel.     In  justice  to  the 
rights  of  their  citizens,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  principles  which  the  United 
States  have  assumed,  such  an  occurrence  as  that  under  consideration  cannot 
be  allowed  to  pass  over  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  treated  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government.     It  would  be  foreign  to  the  purposes  of  this  commu- 
nication to  raise  questions  of  law  out  of  the  occurrence  which  gave  rise  to 
the  complaint  of  the  United  States.    The  circumstances  under  which  the  right 
boarding  and  visiting  vessels  at  sea  is  usually  enforced  are  defined  with  suffi- 
cient clearness,  and  even  where  the  right  is  admitted,  usage  among  civilized 
nations  has  prescribed  with  equal  precision  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be 
exercised.     The  motive  of  this  communication  is,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment should  be  clearly  made  sensible  that  the  United  States  cannot,  in  justice 
to  their  own  citizens,  permit  the  recurrence  of  such  causes  of  complaint. 
If^  in  the  treaties  concluded  between  Great  Britain  atid  other  Powers,  the  latter 
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have  thought  fit,  for  the  attainment  of  a  particular  object,  to  surrender  to 
British  cruisers  certain  rights  and  authority  not  recognised  by  maritime  law, 
the  officers  charged  with  the  execution  of  those  treaties  must  bear  in  mind 
that  their  operation  cannot  give  a  right  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the 
flag  of  nations  not  parties  to  them.  The  United  States  not  being  such  a 
party,  vessels  legally  sailing  under  their  flag  can  in  no  case  be  called  upon  to 
submit  to  the  operation  of  said  Treaties ;  and  it  behoves  their  Government  to 
protect  and  sustain  its  citizens  in  every  justifiable  effort  to  resist  all  attempts 
to  subject  them  to  the  rules  therein  established,  or  to  any  consequent  deductions 
therefrom.  The  United  States  cannot  look  with  indifference  upon  the  laudable 
exertions  made  by  Great  Britain  and  her  allies  in  the  suppression  of  the  Slave 
Trade  towards  the  attainment  of  the  great  o]|;)ject  in  view ;  and  so  long  as  those 
efforts  are  confined  within  their  proper  sphere,  they  will  command  applause  and 
good  wishes  from  the  people  and  Government  of  the  United  States.  But  they 
must  be  considered  as  exceeding  their  appropriate  limits  whenever  they  shall 
lead  to  such  acts  as  those  which  form  the  subject  of  this  communication.  The 
President  has  been  advised  that  on  frequent  occasions  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  those  of  other  nations,  has  been  fraudulently  used  by  the 
subjects  of  other  countries  to  cover  illicit  commerce,  and  elude  the  pursuit 
of  British  and  other  cruisers  employed  in  the  suppression  of  the  African 
Slave  Trade  j  and  that  a  pretext  has  thereby  been  afforded  for  boarding, 
visiting,  and  interrupting  vessels  bearing  the  American  flag.  The  several 
complaints  to  which  tne  subject  has  given  rise  should  convince*  Her 
Majesty's  Government  of  the  great  abuse  to  which  the  practice  is  lia* 
ble,  and  make  it  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  its  immediate  discontinuance. 
It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  this  practice  has  not  already  been  abandoned. 
The  President,  on  learning  the  abuses  which  had  grown  out  of  it,  and  with  a 
view  to  do  away  every  cause  for  its  longer  continuance,  having  now  directed  the 
establishment  of  a  competent  naval  force  to  cruize  along  those  parts  of  the 
African  coast  which  American  vessels  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  in  the  pursuit 
of  their  lawful  commerce,  and  since  it  is  alleged  that  the  Slave  Trade  has  been 
carried  on  under  an  illegal  use  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  has  a  right  to 
expect,  that  positive  instructions  will  be  given  to  all  Her  Majesty's  officers  to 
forbear  from  boarding  or  visiting  vessels  under  the  American  flag.  This  expect- 
ation is  now  distinctly  signified  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  the  belief 
that  it  will  see  the  propriety  of  confining  the  action  of  its  agents  to  the  vessels 
of  nations  with  whom  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  formed  stipulations 
authorizing  a  departure  from  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  public  law,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  circumstances  inevitably  productive  of  causes  of 
irritation,  and  deeply  endangering  the  good  understanding  now  existing  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  which  it  is  so  much  the  interest  of  both  to  main- 
tain unimpaired. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 

(Signed)        A.  STEVENSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  ^   8fc. 


No.  242. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Ofice,  January  20,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  to  you  of  the  12th  of  June,  1840,  en- 
closing an  extract  from  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Charge  d'Affaires  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  stating  that  the  United  States  vessel  tlie  '^  Pilgrim''  had  taken 
Slave  Trade  equipments  on  board  for  Africa,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  an 
extract  of  a  further  Despatch  from  Mr.  Ouseley,  containing  particulars  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  '*  Pilgrim/'  and  other  American  vessels,  are  accustomed  to 
carry  on  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  am,  &c. 
H.  S.  Fo(v,  Esq.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        8fc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


166  ENITIGD  STATES: 

Endosure  in  No.  242. 

Mr.  Ouselejf  to  Viscount  Palmerstan. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  October  16, 1840. 
(See  Class  B,  No.  397,  p,  599.) 


No.  24a 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  February  3,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's 
Chargfe  d'Affaires  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  respecting  the  trial  of  the  Portuguese  slave 
vessel  ''  Congresso  "  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

From  these  papers  it  appears  that  Mr.  Chase,  the  United  States  Consul  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  accepted  and  acted  upon  instructions  from  Rio  de  Janeiro 
to  defend  the  cause  of  the  owners  of  the  "  Congresso'' 

You  will  embody,  in  a  note  to  the  United  States  Government,  the  substance 
of  the  enclosed  papers,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Chase ;  and 
you  will  express  in  that  note  the  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  will  interfere  to  prevent  any  of  its  agents  from 
pursuing  in  future  a  similar  course. 

I  am,  &c.        

H.  5  Fow,  Esq.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fC.       8fe. 

Enclosures  in  No.  243. 

Mr.  Ouseley  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Rio  de  Janeiroj  November  25,  1840. 
(See  Class  B,  No.  407.) 

No.  244. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Foes. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  February  9,  1841. 

r  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  copies  of  letters  which 
have  been  received  at  this  office  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston  and  from 
the  Admiralty,  staling  that  the  American  brig  ''  Tigris^'  has  been  detained  by 
Her  Majesty's  brig  *'  Waterwitch,"  on  the  ground  of  having  a  negro  slave  on 
board,  and  has  been  delivered  up  to  the  United  States'  authorities  at  Salem, 
Massachusetts. 

I  also  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  an  instruction  v^rhich, 
under  my  directions,  has  been  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston 
upon  this  case,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  which,  also  under  my  directions,  has  been 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  upon  the  subject  of  American  ves- 
sels engaged  in  Slave  Trade. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq., 
8f€.      8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No*  244. 
Mr.  Grattan  to  Viscount  Palmerston^ 
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Second  EncloBure  in  No.  244. 

Sir  John  Barrow  to  Ztord  Leveson. 

Admiralty/,  January  29,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  January  30.) 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant^  and  its  enclosure,  on 
the  subject  of  the  American  brig  "  Tigris/'  captured  by  Her  Majesty's  brig 
"  Waterwitch,"  for  having  a  n^ro  slave  on  boards  and  sent  lo  the  port  of  Salem, 
I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  you 
herewith,  for  the  information  of  Viscount  Palmerston,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  H.  S.  Jackson,  mate  who  had  charge  of  this  vessel^  dated  the  2nd  instant^ 
which  contains  all  the  information  in  this  office  respecting  the  transaction  in 
question. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  BARROW. 

Lord  Leveson, 

Third  Enclosure  in  No.  244. 

Mr.  Jackson  to  Sir  John  Barrow. 

Sib,  Boston,  January  2,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  brig  "  Tigris,^'  detained 
by  Her  Majesty's  brig  *'  Watcrwitch/'  for  slave-ti*ading  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
in  the  port  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  where  she  is  in  possession  of  the  United 
States'  authorities,  to  whom  I  delivered  her  up.  I  have  discharged ,  the 
crew  sent  by  the  **  Watcrwitch"  to  navigate  the  above  brig  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  HENRY  STANLEY  JACKSON, 

Midshipman,  Her  Majesty^s  brig  *^*  fFaterwitch'* 
Sir  John  Barrow, 

8fc.       Sfc. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  244. 

.LordLeveson  io  Mr.  Gruttan. 

Foreign  Office,  Februarys,  1841. 
(See  No.  .292.) 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  244. 
Lanl  LevesanM  Sir  JtAn  Barrow. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  February  8,  1841. 

With  refereDce  to  the  recent  corre^ondence  between  this  office  and  the 
Admiralty  on  the  subject  of  the  American  brig  *^  Tigris,''  captured  by  Her 
M^esty's  brig  *'  Waterwitch ;"  and  with  reference  also  to  previous  correspond- 
ence respecting  other  vessels  under  the  United  States'  flag  detained  by  Her 
Ma|esty'6  cruisers;  Ian  directed  by  Viscount  Palmerston  to  acquaint  you  that 
his  Lordfihip  referred  tke  case  of  tfic  "  Tigris''  to  Her  Majesty's  Advocate- 
General  for  his  opinion  what  notice  should  be  taken  of  this  case,  with  a  view  to 
guiding  the  conduct  of  He^  Majesty's  naval  officers  on  similar  occasions ;  and  I 
am  now  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  the  Queen's  Advocate  has  reported  it  to  be  his  opinion  that 
Her  Majesty's  naval  officers  should  be  instructed  to  abstain  from  capturing 
Aiaerican  vessels  engaged  in  Slave  Trade. 

I  amtberefepe  to  request  that  you  will  surest  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
the  expediency  of  giving  instructions  to  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers  in  con- 
formity with  this  opinion ;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  further,  for  the  information 
of  their  lordships,  that  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston  has  been  instructed  to 
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discontinue  the  proceedings  commenced  by  him  on  behalf  of  the  captors  of  the 
*^  Tigruy'  and  to  leave  tte  American  authorities  to  pursue  such  course  as  they 
may  deem  advisable  in  the  case. 

I  am^  &c. 

(Signed)  LEVESON. 

Sir  John  Barrow ^ 
^c.      8fc. 

No.  245. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 
(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  February  15,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  Despatch 
from  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  New  York,  upon  the  subject  of  proceedings  which 
have  taken  place  at  New  York  in  the  case  of  the  American  vessel  the  "  Butter^ 
fly  "  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Dolphin,"  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged 
in  the  l^lave  Trade. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq., 
Sfc.      Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  245. 

Mr.  Buchanan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

New  York,  April  16,  1840. 
(See  Class  D,  1840,  No.  121,  p.  102.) 

No.  246. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

33,  Upper  Orosvenor  Street,  February  27,  1841  • 

{Received  March  1.) 

Thb  Undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States,  has  the  honour  to  acquaint  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston, 
Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that  he  has 
received  the  instructions  of  his  Government  to  add  two  other  cases  to  those 
vrhich  he  has  heretofore  presented  to  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  detention  of  American  vessels  on  the  African 
coast  by  British  cruisers^  on  the  alleged  grounds  of  being  either  equipped  for, 
or  actually  engaged  in,  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  that  the  Undersigned  should  do  more  at  present  than 
give  a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  of  these  cases,  and  such  as  they  appear  to 
have  been  from  the  documents  now  transmitted,  to  manifest  the  highly  improper 
character  of  the  proceedings  in  both  cases,  and  insure  their  prompt  consideration 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  first  case  is  that  of  an  American  schooner,  the  ''  logo,''  of  New  Orleans, 
commanded  by  Captain  Adolphe  Dupony. 

This  vessel  sailed  from  Matanzas,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  in  November,  1838, 
for  the  Cape  of  Mesurado,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  trading  in 
palm-oil,  wood,  and  other  African  produce. 

That,  after  proceeding  on  her  voyage  to  different  parts  of  the  coast,  she  arrived 
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tfonkf  as  also  his  chronometer  and  watch,  and  that  a  large  quantity  of  wine  was 
drunk,  destroyed,  and  lost ;  that  all  his  men  had  been  conveyed  on  board  the 
''Termagant''  except  the  mate;  that  the  captain  thereupon  asked  leave  of 
Lieutenant  Seagram  to  search  the  sailors,  and  on  doing  so  found  upon  them  a 
sum  amounting  to  114  doubloons  and  19  dollars,  and  that  the  sailors  informed 
him  that  they  had  taken  the  money  because  they  were  afraid  that  they  would  be 
set  on  shore  and  abandoned^  and  the  schooner  destroyed. 

That  all  the  captain's  clothes  were  left  on  shore,  and  have  been  wholly  lost.  • 

That  all  the  crew,  and  a  passenger  by  the  name  of  Bourjolli,  an  American 
citizen,  and  native  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  were  put  on  shore  at  Cape  St.  Paul, 
and  that  Captain  Dupony  was  detained  and  brought  to  ^ierra  Leone^  where  he 
arrived  on  the  18th  of  March,  1839. 

That  Lieutenant  Seagram  then  endeavoured  to  proceed  against  the  captain 
of  the  ^^lago  "  in  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  established  in 
the  colony  for  the  prevention  of  illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  but  the  Court  would  not 
allow  such  proceeding;  and  that  accordingly,  on  the  30th  of  March,  1839, 
Captain  Dupony  was  put  in  possession  of  his  vessel,  which  was  done  in  the 
presence  of  four  masters  of  vessels,  who  signed  a  receipt  for  the  vessel,  and 
who  were  present  when  an  inventory  was  taken  of  the  articles  on  board  the  said 
schooner. 

Amongst  the  documents  herewith  transmitted  are  two  certificates  of  Lieu- 
tenant Seagram,  the  one  admitting  the  capture  of  the  vessel,  and  the  other  stat- 
ing the  amount  of  money  found  in  the  possession  of  the  crew  and  left  in  charge 
of  the  prize  master. 

The  other  case  is  that  of  the  schooner  "  Hero/*  of  New  Orleans,  commanded 
by  CaptaiA  James  B.  M'Connell. 

It  appears  that  this  schooner  sailed  from  the  Havana,  in  June,  1840,  with  a 
cargo  of  assorted  merchandise,  bound  to  Whydah,  on  the  African  Coast.  That 
on  her  voyage,  on  the  9th  of  August,  she  was  boarded  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  the 
•*  Lynx,"  and  brought  to  anchor ;  her  hatches  were  broken  open  and  overhauled^ 
and  the  commander  of  the  '*  Lynx"  then  determined  to  send  the  schooner  into 
Sierra  Leone.  That  after  removing  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  on  board 
the  cruiser,  and  sending  his  own  men  to  take  charge  of  the  "  Hero/'  who  robbed 
her  of  a  part  of  her  supplies,  the  commander  of  the  "  Lynx*"  determined  to  sur- 
render the  schooner  and  permit  her  to  pursue  her  voyage.  That  on  the  arrival 
of  the  schooner  at  Whydah,  her  cargo  was  found  to  have  been  greatly  damaged 
by  the  crew  of  the  '*  Lynx,"  during  her  capture  and  detention  by  the  British 
commander. 

These  are  the  material  ftcts  in  relation  to  the  two  cases  now  submitted.  The 
previous  communications  which  the  Undersigned  has  had  the  honour  heretofore 
of  addressing  to  Lord  Palmerston,  on  subjects  of  a  similar  character,  will  relieve 
him  from  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which 
these  repeated  outrages  upon  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  American  citizens 
have  been  perpetrated,  or  discussing  the  principles  under  which  Her  Majesty *s 
officers  have  attempted  to  justify  their  conduct. 

Of  the  right  of  one  nation  to  search  or  detain  the  ships  of  any  other  (who  may 
not  be  a  party  to  the  Treaties  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade)  on  the 
ground  of  their  being  engaged  in  Slave  Trade,  the  Undersigned  can  only  repeat 
that  there  is  no  shadow  of  pretence  for  excusing,  much  less  justifying,  the  exer* 
cise  of  any  such  right.  That  it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  vessels  be 
equipped  for  or  actually  engaged  in  slave  traffic  or  not,  and  consequently  the 
right  to  search  or  detain  even  slave  vessels  must  be  confined  to  the  ships  or 
vessels  of  those  nations  with  whom  it  may  have  Treaties  on  the  subject. 

This  doctrine  the  Undersigned  has  heretofore  asserted  in  his  notes  to  Lord 
Falmerston,  and  especially  in  that  of  the  13th  of  November  last,  and  is  believed 
to  have  been  admitted  and  sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  its  inter- 
course with  other  nations.  He  begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  a  recent 
and  strong  case  in  relation  to  the  Haytian  Government,  as  conclusive  on  the 
subject.  As  late  as  1839,  that  Government  passed  a  law,  declaring  the  Slave 
Trade  piracy,  which  was  submitted  for  the  information  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment By  that  law  there  was  a  provision  that  any  vessel,  whether  Haytian  or 
otherwise,  found  in  the  act  of  slave-trading,  should  be  seized  and  brought  in 
for  adjudication  and  condemnation.  In  a  communication  from  Lord  Palmerston, 
under  date  of  the  27th  of  January,  1840,  to  the  Haytian  Government,  his  Lord- 
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ship  held  the  foltowinff  language  : — *'  Her  Majesty's  Goyernment  wWi  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Haytian  Government  to  a  matter  of  form  in  this  law  whick 
may  possibly  give  rise  to  embarrassments.  The  law  enacts  that  alt  vessels^ 
whether  Haytian  or  foreign,  which  may  be  found  in  the  act  of  slave-tradings 
shall  be  seized  and  brought  into  a  Haytian  port.  Now  Hayti  has  undoubtedly 
k  full  right  to  make  such  an  enactment  about  her  own  citizens  and  ships,  but 
Her  Majesty's  Government  apprehend  that  Hayti  has  no  right  so  to  legislate  for 
the  ships  and  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  other  States.  That  in  time  of  peace 
no  ships  belonging  to  one  State  have  a  right  to  search  and  detain  ships  sailing 
under  the  flag  of^  and  belonging  to  another  State*  without  the  permission  of  that 
State,  which  permission  is  generally  signified  by  Treaty ;  and  if  Haytian  cruisers 
were  to  stop,  search,  and  detain  merchant  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of  and 
belonging  to  another  country,  even  though  such  vessels  were  engaged  in  Slave 
Trade,  the  State  to  which  such  vessels  belonged  would  have  just  grounds  for 
demanding  satisfaction  and  reparation  from  Hayti,  unless  such  State  had  pre* 
viously  given  to  Hayti,  by  Treaty,  the  right  of  search  and  detention." 

Under  this  doctrine,  the  two  cases  now  submitted,  as  well  as  those  whicli 
have  heretofore  been  presented,  justify  the  strongest  appeal  for  the  interference 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Of  the  actual  seizure  and  detention  of  these  vessels,  and  of  their  national 
character,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  some  of  which  were  not  only  turned  from 
their  original  destination,  and  their  cargoes  plundered  and  destroyed,  but  actu-» 
ally  earned  into  foreign  ports  for  condemnation,  and  the  lives  of  the  crew  sacri- 
ficed by  the  pestilence  of  the  climate,  and  the  delay  which  took  place. 

The  Undersigned  has  therefore  been  instructed  to  bring  the  whole  subject 
again  to  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  to  ask  that  tife  injuries 
which  have  been  sustained  by  these  proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  officers  may 
be  adequately  redressed,  and  that  suitable  measures  may  be  promptly  taken  to 
mark  with  disapprobation  and  punishment  the  individuals  concerned,  in  suck 
manner  as  to  prevent  their  recurrence  in  future. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 

(Signed)  A,  STEVENSON. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 


Declaration  of  Addphe  Dup^ny. 

By  this  public  instrument  of  declaration  and  protest,  be  it  known,  thtt 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1839,  before  me,  Edward  Power,  Queen's  Advocate 
and  Notary  Public,  duly  authorised  and  practising  in  this  colony  of  Sierra  Leone, 
personally  came  and  appeared  Adolphe  Dupony,  master  of  the  American 
schooner  or  vessel  called  *^  lagoy'  of  the  measurement  of  63J  tons,  or  there* 
abouts,  belon«^ing  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  United  States  of  America^ 
who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and 
saith, — That  he  was  master  of  the  American  schooner  or  vessel  called  "  lago^^^ 
and  that  he  set  sail  from  Matanzas,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  on  or  about  the  12di 
day  of  November,  1838,  to  go  to  Cape  Mesurado,  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  to 
trade  in  palm  oil,  cam  wood,  and  other  African  produce ;  and  that  after  pursuing 
his  voyage  to  different  parts  of  the  coast,  he  arrived  at  Cape  St.  Paul,  where  he 
landed  his  cargo,  and  \Hiere  he  was  preparing  to  go  into  the  interior  of  the  coun* 
try  to  trade,  apd  that  he  had  already  bought  a  quantity  of  palm  oil  and  other 
African  produce.  And  this  deponent  further  makes  oath  and  says,  that  on  or 
about  the  2lst  day  of  February,  1839,  and  whilst  within  5**  4^'  north  latitude, 
dnd  55'  east,  and  whilst  this  deponent  was  on  shore  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Ameri* 
can  schooner  or  vessel-  called  ^ lago,^  whereof  this  deponent  was  master,  was 
boarded  by  Lieutenant  S.  Seagram,  commanding  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  bri- 
gantine  of  war  "  Termagant,"  and  that,  during  such  absence  as  aforesaid,  thig 
deponent's  trunk  was  broken  open,  and  a  sum  of  money,  amounting  to  116 
Sipanish  doubloons  and  54  dollars,  was  taken  therefrom,  and  that  this  deponentfs 
chronometer  and  his  watch  were  also  taken  away  ;  and  that  the  hold  of  his  vessel 
was  .opened,  and  a  large  quantity  of  wine  was  drunk,  destroyed  and  lost.  And 
that  when  this  deponent  went  on  board  the  said  American  schooner  or  vessel 
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palled  **  la^o^*  he  foand  that  all  his  meQ  had  been  conYeyed  on  board  Her  Bri«^ 
tannic  Majesty's  brigantme  of  war  '^  Termagant/'  except  the  mate^  and  that  thii 
fkpcment  asked  permission  from  the  commander  of  the  said  brigantine  to  search 
the  said  sailors ;  and  that^  upon  doing  so,  he  found  upon  them  a  sum  of  money 
^mounting  to  114  doubloons  and  19  dollars,  and  that  the  said  sailors  informed 
him  that  they  had  taken  the  said  money  because  they  were  afraid  that  they 
would  be  set  on  shore  and  abandoned^  and  that  the  said  schooner  or  vessel 
called  ^^  lag^'  would  be  destroyed^  and  that  they  tried  to  secure  the  said  money 
for  the  said  Adolpbe  Dupony,  this  deponent,  and  also  to  procure  necessaries  of 
life,  when  so  left  on  shore.  And  this  deponent  fuither  makes  oath  and  says, 
that  ail  his  clothes  were  left  on  shore^  and  that  they  have  been  entirely  lost ;  and 
further,  that  all  his  crew^  and  a  passenger  named  Bourjolii,  a  native  of  Baltimore, 
ware  put  on  shore  at  Cape  St  Paul,  and  that  this  deponent  was  detained  and 
tvought  to  Sierra  Leone»  where  he  arrived  on  or  about  the  18th  day  of  March, 
1839.  And  further,  that  Lieutenant  S.  Seagram,  the  commander  of  Her  Bri- 
tannic  Majesty's  brigantine  '^  Termagant,"  endeavoured  to  proceed  against  this 
deponent  in  the  British  and  Spanish  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  established  in  this 
ooiony  for  the  prevention  of  an  illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  but  that  the  said  Court 
would  not  alk>w  such  a  proceeding/ and  that  on  or  about  the  30th  day  of  March, 
}839^  the  said  deponent  was  again  put  into  possession  of  the  said  schooner  or 
vessel  called  ^'  lago^'^  and  that  this  was  done  in  the  presence  of  four  masters  of 
Yessek,  who  signed  the  receipt  for  the  said  vessel,  and  who  were  present  when  an 
inventory  was  made  of  the  articles  on  board  the  said  schooner  or  vessel  called 
■^  lago.^*  Wherefore  the  said  Adolphe  Dupony,  master  of  the  said  American 
schooner  or  vessel  called  '^  I<^f'  on  his  own  behalf,  and  on  the  part  and  behalf 
pf  every  one  interested  in,  or  in  any  respect  concerned  in  the  said  American 
aehooner  or  vessel  called  '*  lago^^  doth  hereby  (urotest  against  the  said  Lieutenant 
Henry  S.  Seagram,  commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine  of  war 
^^  Termagant,"  and  for  all  losses,  costs,  damages,  demurrage,  and  expenses  already 
incurred  and  suffiered,  or  which  may  hereafter  accrue^  by  reason  of  the  illegal 
detention  c^  the  said  American  schooner  or  vessel  called  '^  lago ;'"  and  I  do  fur^ 
ther,  on  the  part  of  the  said  master^  Adolphe  Dupony,  protest  against  the  said 
Lieutenant  Henry  S.  Seagram,  tor  the  loss  of  car^o,  clothes,  a  chronometer,  and 
other  things,  amounting  in  value  to  the  sum  of  2,167/.,  which  were  suffered  by 
the  said  master,  Adolphe  Dupony,  by  reason  of  the  illegal  detention  of  the  said 
schooner  or  vessel  called  "  lagoS* 

And  I,  the  said  Notary  Public,  at  the  request  of  the  said  master,  Adolphe 
Dupony,  do  hereby  solemnly  protest  in  form  aforesaid^  and  I  have  granted  these 
presents  under  my  seal  of  office  to  serve  and  avail  as  occasion  shall  or  may 
require* 

(Signed)  EDWARD  POWER, 

Queen's  Advocate  and  Notary  Public. 

Sworn  by  the  said  Adolphe  Dupony,  the  day  on  which  it  bears  date,  by  me, 

(Signed)  EDWARD  POWER,  Not.  Pub. 

A.  DUPONY. 

Witness  (Signed)  Charles  French. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 


Continuation  du  Journal  de  la  gdelette  Amiricaine  '•lago,"  de  la  Nouvelle 
Orleans f  partie  de  Matanzas,  lie  de  Cuba,  pour  la  c6te  dAfrique  et  Cap 
Mesuradey  arritee  et  envoyee  a  Sierra  Leone  par  le  brick- goelette  Anglais 
"  Termagant:' 

Du  22  Fevrier,  1839. 

A  2  heures  p.m.  fetant  alle  a  bord  pour  savoir  ce  que  le  commandant 
desirmt,  j'ai  trouve  le  navire  plein  de  matelots  Anglais,  un  officier  vetu  en  bour- 
geois ;  ma  malle  rompue,  mes  ecoutiiies  ouvertes,  mes  papiers,  mon  argent  em- 
porte,  etc. ;  mon  second  m'a  dit  que  des  le  matin  on  arait  emmene  T^quipage  k 
bord  du  navire  de  guerre ;  que  seul  il  etait  reste  et  avait  resiste  aux  exc^s  crimi- 
nels  des  scelerats  qui  s'etaient  empares  du  navire,  mais  que  Ton  n'avait  eu  aucun 
%ard  k  ses  representations ;  que  des  la  veille  ma  malle  avait  he  rompue  pour 
prendre  les  papiers  du  nsJtYire,  et  qu*ils  avaient  ete  emportes  a  bord  du  brick-goe- 
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lette ;  que  durant  toute  la  nuit  le  narire  avait  ^t^  k  la  merci  des  matelots  Anglais^ 
qui  s'etaient  comportes  de  la  maniere  la  plus  effrenee»  s'enniyrant,  brisant  et  vo- 
lant^ etc.  A  2^  30'  P.M.  le  commandant  est  venu  h,  mon  bord  et  m'a  remis  im 
papier  signk  de  sa  main ;  je  lui  ai  represente  la  faussete  et  Tiniquite  de  son  con- 
tenu ;  que  mon  chargement  etait  k  terre  et  allait  etre  pille  ainsi  que  mes  efiets, 
etc. ;  que  j'allais  souffrir  des  dommages  et  pertes  terribles ;  tout  a  6tk  inutile ;  il 
xn'a  repondu  qu'il  serait  bon  pour  le  payer,  et  qu'il  fallait  que  j'aiUe  k  Sierra 
Leone  ;  tout  ce  que  j'ai  pu  obtenir  a  ete  de  faire  rendre  une  partie  de  mon  argent 
qui  a  ete  trouve  sur  mes  matelots  et  officiers,  qui  m'ont  dit  qu'ils  I'avaient  pris 
pour  me  le  porter  a  terre ;  tout  ce  que  je  lui  ai  dit  pour  les  laisser  venir  avec  moi 
n'a  servi  a  rien,  je  les  ai  vu  cruellement  jeter  k  terre  avec  leurs  effets,  et  un  baril 
de  boeuf  et  un  autre  de  biscuit.  Ces  gens  demandaient  la  mort»  ainsi  que  le 
passager,  M.  Bourjoli ;  je  les  ai  recommandes  k  Fhumanite  des  negres.  £st-il 
possible  qu'en  temps  de  paix  entre  les  Etats  Unis  et  le  Gouvernement  Anglais 
il  se  commette  des  atrocites  de  cet  esp^ce^  et  que  TAngleterre  envoie  sur  cette 
cote  des  pirates  plus  cruels  que  les  negres  ?  C'est  une  honte  et  une  abomiitatidn* 
Je  proteste  contre  le  Gouvernement  Anglais  pour  donner  des  navires  armes  a  de 
pareils  scelerats,  ainsi  que  contre  le  commandant^  pour  la  perte  de  mon  chaige- 
ment  et  les  dommages  et  interets,  etc.    D^s  aujourd'hui,  etant  prisonnier,  je  n'ai 

Elus  tenu  de  journal  jusqu'a  mon  arrivee  k  Sierra  Leone»  oii  j^ai  et^  detenu  k 
ord  sans  communication  pendant  trois  jours,  apres  lesquels  j'ai  et^  conduit  chez 
un  avocat  mulatre  (ces  infames  assassins  qui  commandent  les  navires  de  s^erre 
Anglais  ont  choisis  pour  plaider  pour  eux,  contre  des  blancs,  un  homme  oe  coo- 
leur,  c'est  tout  dire.)  J'observe  que  mon  chronom^tre  et  ma  montre  m^avaieiit 
ete  enleves.  Ce  mulatre  me  dit  que  Ton  allait  me  rendre  mes  papiers  et  mon 
navire ;  qu'etant  Americain»la  Mixte  Commission  Anglaise,  soi-disant  Espagnole, 
n'avait  rien  k  voir  avec  moi,  et  ne  voulait  pas  m'admettre.  Je  ne  pus  obtenir  aucune 
justice  ;  on  voulait  me  faire  aller  a  bord  par  ruse  et  par  force,  pour  m'emmener 
je  ne  sais  o\^,  et  ensuite,  comme  cela  a  ete  fait  k  autre  navire  Americain,  m'aban- 
donner  au  milieu  des  mers.  (Voila  comment  ces  criminels  tachent  d'ensevelir 
leurs  sceleratesses.)  Mr.  Dunlap,  qui  s'est  dit  officier  du  *^  Termagant^*'  alia 
jusqu'k  me  dire  qu'il  avait  la  force  en  main,  et  que  si  je  ne  me  rendais  pas  le 
lendemain  avant  midi  k  bord,  il  my  ferait  conduire.  J'eu recours au gouvemeur 
pour  obtenir  les  documens  et  protets  dont  j'avais  besoin  et  etre  enfin  juge  ;  il 
me  dit  que  cela  ne  le  regardait  pas,  que  c'^tait  I'affaire  de  T  Amirall,  qui  est  absent^ 
mais  qu'il  me  donnerait  la  protection  si  Ton  voulait  m  enlever  de  force.  N'est-ce 
pas  une  infamie  de  conduire  les  navires  a  Sierra  Leone,  oil  ils  ne  peuvent  obtenir 
justice  que  de  Tamiral,  et  ce  meme  amiral  n'y  est  jamais  et  n'y  a  pas  un  repre- 
sentant ;  Sierra  Leone  est  le  manoir  des  pirates.  Enfin  le  30  Mars  on  me  rendit 
mon  navire  et  la  partie  de  I'argent  qu'on  avait  trouve  sur  mon  Equipage ;  et 
Mr.  Stevens,  le  capitaine  de  prise,  n'ayant  pas  comparu  quand  on  fit  Tinventaire, 
les  quatre  capitaines  expertes  y  procedSrent.  Cet  officier  s*est  tres  bien  com- 
port6  avec  moi  ainsi  que  les  matelots, .  depuis  notre  depart  jusqu'au  dernier 
moment.  Au  soir  j*ai  embarque  un  matelot  Espagnol  pour  garder  la  goelette 
avec  le  cuisinier,  qui  est  le  seul  homme  qu'on  ait  laisse  m'accompagner  de  tout 
Tequipage ;  les  jours  suivans  j'ai  embarque  un  maitre  et  deux  matelots  Espagnols 
avec  leurs  passeports,  et  apres  avoir  pris  les  provisions  necessaires,  le  10  Avril  k 
5""  P.M.  je  me  suis  mis  k  la  voile  pour  aller  k  la  recherche  de  mon  ^uipage  et 
chargement. 

Du  10  AvrU  au  Jeudi  11  jivril,  1839. 

Vent  a  O.S.O.  bon  firais.  A  7**  p.m.  releve  le  Cap  de  Sierra  Leone  au  S.E.  a 
la  distance  de  6'  a  9°  p.m.  vire  de  bord,  cap  au  S.  A  8**  a.m.  les  lies  Banana  a 
la  distance  de  16'  a  I'E.  }  N. 

Du  II  au  Vendredi  12  Avril. 

Vent  O.N.O.  faible,  beau  temps ;  meme  cap ;  k  12''  a.m.  cap  S.S.E. ;  k  &  a.m. 
cap  k  E.N.E. ;  a  8°  p.m.  mouille  par  7  brasses  k  la  barre  de  Sherbroo.  A  T 
A.M.  derap^  pour  aller  k  Gallinas,  oii  nous  avons  mouille  k  midL 

Du  12  au  Samedi  13  Avril. 
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Du  13  m  Dimanche  14  Avrih  1839. 
Etant  jour  defete  on  n'a  pu  Hen  debarquer ;  meme  temps. 

Du  14  aw  Lundi  15  AvriL 

Beau  tempB ;  la  goelette  "^^  Gabon ''  est  arrivee,  et  elle  a  embarque  le  tabac  et 
Feau-de-vie  que  je  lui  ai  donnes ;  k  10°  a.m.  nous  avons  fait  voile  de  conserve. 

Du  15  au  Mardi  16  AvrU. 

A  6**  P.M.  nous  sommes  sur  le  Cap  Mont  a  la  distance  d*un  mille,  et  nous  con- 
tinuous toute  la  nuit.  A  4**  a.m.  forte  toumade  de  terre.  A  10°  a.m.  en  calme 
devant  le  Cap  Mesurade ;  mis  le  navire  en  panne  et  iii  k  terre. 

Du  16  em  Merer edi  17  Avril. 

Faite  route  pour  New  Sestre,  oi  j'ai  mouille  i  IP  a.m.;  trouve  Theodore 
absent. 

Du  17  au  JeudiJQ  Avril. 
Debarqu6  des  gr^mens,  et  des  voiles  que  j'ai  prises  a  Sierra  Leone. 

Du  IS  au  Vendredi  19  Avril 

Grosse  mer;  la  goelette  a  rompu  son  ancre  et  mouille  la  grande;  le  monde 
occupe  a  changer  les  gremens  vieux  du  navire. 

Du  19  au  Samedi  20  AvriL 

M Sme  temps.  Sans  aucune  chose  de  nouveau.  J'ai  vu  un  des  gens  de  T^ui- 
page  d'une  goelette  Portugaise  que  le  "  Forester,"  navire  de  guerre  Anglaise^  a 
jete  k  terre  au  Grand  CS)row,  et  que  les  negres  ont  massacres  et  cribles  de 
balles^  aussitot  qu'ils  ont  6tk  k  terre.  Ce  commandant  est  recommandable  pour 
son  inhumanite,  et  je  ne  sais  s'il  a  re9u  tels  ordres  de  son  Gouvernement.  C'est 
une  horreur. 

Du  20  au  Dimanche  21  AvriL 

Aujourd'hui  nous  avons  re$u  la  nouvelle  que  Theodore  a  6te  conduit  k  Sierra 
Leone  k  bord  d'un  brick  Russe^  oh  il  allait  comme  passager ;  et  que  deux  navires 
Anglais  ont  pris  ce  brick. 

Du  21  au  Lundi  22  AvriL 

Ne  pouvant  attendre  Thfeodore  pour  regler  mes  comptes^  j'ai  embarque  six 

{)aquets  complets,  et  k  3""  p.m.  je  me  suis  mis  a  la  voile.    Vent  au  S.S.G. ;  nous 
ouvoyons  toute  la  nuit  avec  vent  et  maree  contraire :  fait  jour  a  Triton.    Nous 
continuous  a  louvoyer. 

Dw  22  ow  Mardi  23  AvriL 

Id.,  {kit  nuit  sur  Sestos  a  cinq  milles  de  Tentree  de  la  rividre ;  louvoy^  toute  la 
nuit ;  fait  jour  sur  Sinon  hiU.    Vent  a  O. 

Du  20  au  Mereredi  24  AvriL 

Fait  nuit  sur  Badon ;  k  3^  a.m.  forte  tournade  a  la  cap  jusqu'au  matin.  Un 
brick  sous  le  vent ;  k  midi  il  me  hisse  pavilion  Anglais.    Vent  frais  de  S.E. 

Du  24:  au  Jeudi  25  Avril,  1839- 

Feu  de  vent ;  fait  nuit  pr^s  de  Rock  Town ;  au  matin  temps  convert,  toumade 
au  large ;  a  midi  nous  montons  le  Cap  Palmas ;  le  temps  beau. 

Du  25  au  Vendredi  26  AvriL 

Un  brick  Americain  en  vue  ;  nous  mouillons  ensemble  k  la  pointe  Tabon,  oii 
j'ai  achete  une  pirogue.  A  10''  a.m.  nous  derapons  et  fesons  route  k  V  E.S.E, ; 
\  midi,  latitude  observee  est  ^  25'  N.,  et  la  longitude  7^  2'  0. 
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.Du  26  au  Samedi  27  ^w». 


H. 

u. 

D. 

CotiTte. 

Vent 

Beau  temps;  toutet  voiles  dessos* 

2 
4 

28 

>» 

E.S.E. 

S.O. 

6 

8 

25 

» > 

»  9 

10 
13 

18 

»» 

f  9 

2 
4 

18 

>  > 

9  9 

6 

8 

10 

» » 

9  » 

0 
2 

20 

9  9 

9  9 

*  ' 

Lat.  Ob8erv<te,  3«  28'  N.    Long.  4'  33'  0. 

Du  27  Avril  au  Dimaueie  28. 


H. 

M. 

D. 

Coorge. 

Vent. 

Beau  tempos  belle  mer,  vent  firais. 

2 

4 

28 

E.  15*  S. 

S.  0. 

6 

8 

32 

9  9 

10 
12 

28 

9  9 

2 

4 

20 

9  9 

6 

8 

20 

9  9 

10 
12 

24 

9  9 

Lat  Obaervrfe,  3»  34' N.    T,nng.  r33'a         1 

Du28 

au  Lundi  29  Avril,  1839. 

H. 

M. 

D. 

Cootse*. 

Vent. 

Tournade  viakiUfi ;  ameiitf  toutes  nos  voileL 

A  terre  sur  Tantum,  query,  que  je  relive  au 
N.  20^  E. ;  nous  fcontumoiiB  e&  Toe  de  terre. 

A  midi  nous  sommes  sur  Acra. 

2 
4 

94 

9  9 

N.E.iE. 

S.O. 

6 

8 

24 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

10 
12 

.  8 
8 

9  9 

0.  s.  o. 

99 

tournade. 

2 
4 

9  9 
9  9 

8 

'.' 

10 
12 

Du  29  au  Mardi  30  Avril 
A  6^  P.M.  mouiUe  entre  Ningo  et  Toco  par  6  brasses ;  le  temps  mena^ant  one 
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toumade.  A  minuit  feiie  tournade  avec  tonnerres  terribles.    A  G""  a.m.  derap^ 
et  iak  route  pour  le  Cap  St  Paul;  peu  de  veat  de  terre. 

JDu  30  Avnl  au  1  Mai. 

A  V  30'  P.M.  monte  le  Cap  St  Paul  et  mouilUi  k  Agrivai  k  2^  30"  p.m.  ;  a 
4^  P.M.  una  pirogue  est  venue  ^  bord,  et  j'ai  appris  que  tout  nion  Equipage  s'en 
est  alle.  Je  me  suts  embarque  pour  aller  a  terre,  oil  1  on  m'a  remis  une  lettre  du 
second,  qui  me  fait  savoir  qu'il  est  parti^  ainsi  que  le  passager  et  tout  Tequipage. 
J'ai  kik  voir  le  cabezera  pour  obtenir  raison  de  mon  chargement ;  il  m'a  r^pondu 
quHS  ii*en  6tait.pas  respoasaUe^  que  le  aavire  ayant  6te  pris,  cela  ^it  consid6r6 
comme  un  naufrage^  et  qu'il  n'avait  pu  rien  sauver  de  mon  chargement;  que. 
Ton  avait  foumi  a  mon  equipage  tout  ce  dont  ils  avaient  eu  besoin  pour  vivre,  et 
qu'il  fallait  que  ie  payasse  c^  depenses.  Au  matin  j'ai  fiait  toutes  les  recherches, 
et  je  vols  des  negres  avec  les  chemises  et  le  corail  de  mon  chargemenjt.  C'est 
iitii ;  tout  est  perdu  pour  moi ;  je  proteste  de  nouveau  contre  le  Gouvemement 
Anfflais  et  le  navire  capteur  pour  la  vdeur  de  mon  chargement,  les  dommages  et 
ilterets,  etc. 

Du  1  au  Jeudi  2  Mai. 

A  3^  P.M.  est  arriv6  le  ndgre  nomme  Popo,  venant  de  Tinterieur ;  je  lui  ai 
demande  comptedemes  effets  etde  mes  comptes,  papiers  et  journal  que  j'ai  laisse 
chez  lui ;  il  m'a  dit  qu'il  avait  consign^  tout  a  mon  equipage  au  moment  o^  il  fut 
jet^  a  terre ;  et  que  ceux-ci  etant  partis,  il  ne  lui  ont  rien  laissg;  le  temps  se  met 
a  la  pluie,  qui  dure  toute  nuit.  A  &"  a.m.  depeche  un  expr^s  a  Francisco  dans 
llnt^rieur  et  envoye  la  pirogue  a  bord, 

Du  2  au  Vendredi  3  Mai. 
A  4""  P.M.  re^u  du  bord  deux  paquets  et  une  demi  pipe  de  rhum ;  commenc6 
^  payer  les  frais  de  mon  equipage ;  un  palabre  a  commence  et  a  dure  jusqu'a  la 
nuit,  qui  a  ete  belle ;  au  matin  envoye  de  I'eau  et  du  bois. 

Du  3  au  Samedi  4  Mai,  1839» 
Ije  palabre  a  continue ;  achet^  des  provisions  fratches ;  re^a  des  nouvelles  du 
bord ;  tout  I'^quipage  est  malade ;  forte  toumade  sur  le  faire  du  jour ;  con- 
tfnu6  a  faire  de  I'eau. 

Du  4  au  Dimanche  5  Mai. 

Grosse  mer  ;  les  pirogues  ne  peuvent  aller  a  bord.  Une  goelette  k  hunier  en 
fue  allant  k  T  O. 

Du  5  au  Lundi  6  Med. 

Meme  mer  et  pluie ;  la  fi^vre  m'ayant  pris,  je  suis  oblige  de  garder  le  lit  et 
me  saigner ;  del^rque  4  barils  d'eau-de-vie  et  pay^  le  compte  de  I'equipage. 

Du  6  au  Mardi  7  Mai. 

Francisco  m'ayant  envoye  dire  qu'il  va  venir,  je  me  suis  determine  a  I'at- 
tendre ;  meme  temp^^  meme  mer. 

Du  7  au  Mercredi  8  Mai. 

Un  brick  a  mouille  a  Quita  et  une  goelette  a  Jebe ;  envoy6  de  I'eau  et  du 
bois  a  bord,  ainsi  que  des  provisions  ;  beau  temps« 

Du  8  au  Jeudi  9  Mai. 
Tournade  durant  la  nuit ;  la  fievre  m'a  laisse ;  le  jour  beau  temps. 

Du  9  au  Vendredi  10  Mai. 
La  nuit  belle ;  le  brick  s'est  mis  a  la  voile  et  louvoier, 


Du  10  au  Samedi  11  Mai. 
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UNITED  STATES- 

Du  Samedi  W  au  Dimanche  Vi  Mai. 


Pluie  et  tournade  toute  la  nuit.    A  ll^A.M.  le  capitaine  Am^ricain  n'apu 
venir  a  terre,  et  me  Pa  envoyfe  dire. 

Du  Dimanche  12  au  Lundi  13  Mai. 
Beau  temps ;  achev6  de  faire  mes  provisions  et  mes  affiaiires. 

Du  Lundi  13  au  Mardi  14  Mai. 

Brise  tres  fraiche ;  la  nuit  calme.    Le  capitaine  Am^ricain  m'a  donne  le  cer- 
tificat  de  la  perte  de  mon  chargement. 


Du  Mardi  14  om  iltfercrerft  15  Mat,  1839. 

H. 

M. 

D. 

Coune. 

Vent 

2 

6 

9  9 

S.  S.  E. 

S.W. 

4 

4 

5 

A  1°  P.M.  fait  voile. 

6 

5 

9  9 

8 

3 

5 

10 

4 

» > 

Variable. 

12 

4 

99 

2 

3 

9  > 

4 

2 

9  9 

touraades 

6 

2 

9  > 

trfes-fortea. 

8 

1 

>  > 

10 

2 

>  > 

12 

6 

9  9 

Lat  ObservtJe,  4° 

52'  N.    Long.  2«  50'  E. 

Du  15  au  Jeudi  16  itfai. 


H. 

H. 

D. 

'  Coune. 

Vent 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

6 
3 

>> 
6 
3 
2 

2 

1 

9  » 
9  > 

1 

2 

5 
5 

9  9 

5 

99 

5 

9  9 
9  9 
99 
9  9 
9  9 

5 

S.S.E. 

S.  S.  E. 
Tournades. 

Lat.  Obsenr^  4®  24' N.    Long.  3^  r  E. 

DulGau  Vendredi  17  Mai,  1839. 

H. 

M. 

D. 

Counei. 

Vent. 

« 

2 

1 

5 

S.S.E. 

S.W. 

4 

1 

5 

6 

9  9 

9  9 

8 

9  9 

9  » 

10 

9  9 

9  9 

12 

9  9 

9  9 

2 

1 

9  9 

S.W. 

4 

9  9 

5 

6 

9  9 

9  9 

8 

1 

9  9 

s.s!e. 

10 

5 

9  9 

' 

12 

5 

5 

• 
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Du  17  au  Samedi  18  Mai. 
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H. 

M. 

D. 

Connei. 

Vent. 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

6 

6 

7 

8 

10 

10 

11 

7 

7 

7 

5 

3 

5 
5 

S.E. 

S.  E.  i  E. 
S.S.E. 

S.S.W, 

Pluie  et  tour- 
nades. 

Lat  ObserviJe,  2°  42'  N.    Long.  4°  41'  E. 

Bu  18  au  Dimanche  19  Mai,  1839. 


H. 

M. 

D. 

Couxset. 

Vent 

2 

4 

9  9 

S.-S.E. 

S.W- 

4 

6 

8 

10 

4 
3 
5 

4 

9  9 
99 
9  9 
9  9 

S.E.  15^8. 

12 
2 

4 

4 
2 
3 

9  9 
9  9 

5 

S.K5^S. 

Au  jour,  une  goelettc  venant  but  nous, 

nouB 

6 
8 

4 
2 

99 

5 

prenoDS  chasse. 

10 
12 

4 
4 

9  9 
9  9 

j         Lat  Observe;  2*^  31' N.    Long. 

6**  7'  E. 

Du  19  au  Lundi  20  Mai. 


H. 

M. 

D. 

Counes. 

Vent 

A  3*»  P.M.  un  officier  de  la  goelette  est  venu 
k  bord  apr^  avoir  mis  en  panne  au  second 
coup  de  canon  qu'elle  a  tir^,  et  apres  avoir 
vu  les  papiers  if  m'a  conduit  k  bord ;  c'est 
alors  que  j'ai  su  que  cette  go51ette  <5tait  le 
"  Wiper ;"  et  le  commandant  a  ordomwS 
qu'on  ouvre  mes  ecoutilles;  j'ai  proteste,  et 
il  m*a  fait  donner  le  certificat  ci-joint 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

5 

9  9 

4 
4 
4 

3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 

'5 
5 
5 

9  9 

S.E. 
S.S.E. 

S.E. 

Vent  k  ri8«5e8 
variable, 

grofise  mer. 

Lat  Observe,  1"  55'  N.    Long.  7**  13'  W. 

Du  20  au  Lundi  21  Mai,  1839. 


H. 

M. 

D. 

Courses. 

Vent. 

A  4**  P.M.  la  pointe  N.  de  Itle  du  Prince  nous 
.  reste  S.  S.  E.  et  celle  de  TO.  au  8. 16**  0. ; 

2 

3 

9  9 

S.E.iS. 

S.  0.  i  S. 

4 

3 

9  9 

6 

nous  sommes  (9oign^  8'  de  la  Roche  de 

8 

99 

9  9 

Galle;  tournade  tr^s-forte. 

10 

9  9 

9  9 

12 

9 » 

9  9 

2 

2 

9  9 

4    . 

2 

5 

6 

2 

5 

8 

3 

5 

10 

3 

5 

12 

4 

,    ,                     c 

Ls 

It  Observ(^e,  1** 

37'  N.     Long.  7''  52'  E. 

Class  D. 
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UNITED  STATES. 
Du  21  au  Mardi  22  Mai. 


H. 

M. 

D. 

Counei. 

Vent. 

A  8°  A.M.  I'ilc  de  Coriaco  au  S.?E. ;  le  vent 

2 

4 

S.E.iE. 

S.iO. 

4 

4 

vient  de  terre ;  k  midi  yir^  ^de  bord  an 

6 

4 

milieu  du  canal. 

8 

3 

"* 

10 

3 

12 

3 

2 

3 

4 

3 

6 

3 

8 

10 

12 

jDw  22  ou  Mercredi  23  Mai. 
MouiI16  k  Corisco,  par  5  brasses ;  beau  temps ;  eti  k  terre. 

Du  23  au  Jeudi  24  Mai,  1839. 
Je  suis  rest6  k  terre  avec  la  fievre  des  plus  violentes ;  a  6^  a.m.  mis  k  la  voile 
pour  la  riviere  du  Gabon. 

i)w  24  au  Vendredi  25  Mai. 

Nous  louvoyons  ;  k  2''  p.m.  un  brick -goelette  Anglais  vient  en  nous  tirant  des 
coups  de  fusil;  ces  Messieurs  sont  de  la  derniere  insolence  et  fachetfe;  un 
ofBcier  est  venu  k  bord  et  a  visits  le  navire,  et  m'a  conduit  k  bord,  oii  j'ai  ea  k 
faire  a  un  capitaine  qui  m'a  fait  des  menaces. 

Du  25  au  26  Mai. 

Le  brick-^oelette  nous  suit,  et  je  mets  k  la  cape  la  nuit ;  il  veut  que  je  le 
pilote,  et  je  renvoie  a  tous  les  diables. 


[A  Sea!.] 

Signature 
illegible. 


Register. 


L.S. 

Custom- 

. 

House, 

^ 

New- 

< 

Orleans. 

& 

§ 
& 

Signature 

:z: 

illegible, 

P 

supposed  to  be 

John  Prudhob, 

Collector. 

H.  D.  Peire, 

Naval  Officer. 

Third  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 

Register  of  Schooner  **  lago.^' 

In  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  entitled  *'AnAct  con- 
cerning the  Registering  and  Recording  of  Ships  or 
Vessels,"  Adolphus  Dupony,  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  and  state  of  Louisiana,  having  taken  or 
subscribed  the  oath  required  by  the  said  Act,  and 
having  sworn  that  he  is  the  true  and  only  owner  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  called  the  '^lago/'  of  New  Orleans, 
whereof  he,  Adolphus  Dupony,  is  at  present  master, 
and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  he  hath 
sworn ;  and  that  the  said  ship  or  vessd  was  built 
at  Hampton,  state  of  Virginia,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  as  it  also  appears  from  a 
Certificate  of  Registry,  No.  96,  issued  at  this  port 
on  the  6th  day  of  December,  1836,  now  surren- 
dered   property  changed  ■ 

And  said  Certificate  of  Registry  having  certified 
that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  has  one  deck  and  two 
masts,  and  that  her  length  is  fifty-eight  feet  three 
inches,  her  breadth  sixteen  feet  nine  inches,  her 
depth  six  feet  three  inches,  and  that  she  measures 
fifty-three  and  -H-  tons ;  that  she  is  a  schooner,  has 
a  square  stem,  no  galleries,  and  a  billet  head.  And 
the  said  Adolphus  Dupony  having  agreed  to  the 
description  and  admeasurement  above  specified, 
and  sufficient  security  having  been  given  according 
to  the  said  Act,  the  said  schooner  has  been  duly 
registered  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal,  at  the  port  of 
New  Orleans,  this   third  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and         t 
thirty-seven.  Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 
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List  of  Pbrsons  composing  the  Crew  of  the  Schooner  *^  lagOj*^  of  New  Orleans,  whereof  is  Master 

A.  Dupony,  bound  to  Matanzsa. 


NsmM. 

Placet  of 
Birth. 

Placet  of 
Bttidence. 

Of  what  Country,  Citi- 
xent  or  Subjvctt. 

Deteription  of  their  Penont.       1 

Aged. 

Height. 

Com- 
plexion. 

Hair. 

Feet 

Inches 

Frederick  GadepaUle 

New  Orleans 

NewOrleant 

United  Statet,  Aairica 

27 

Regular 

Brown 

Gayetan  Bru 

Penaacola 

Pentaoek 

22 

White 

Do. 

Joteph  Floms 

Do. 

Do. 

29 

Dark 

Black 

John  Pack 

Do. 

Do. 

28 

Do. 

Do. 

JohnBtowa 

NmrOilesDS 

NewOrleant 

26 

Do. 

Do. 

Alom  Jayea 

Do. 

Do. 

12 

Do. 

Do. 

Havana^  September  3,  1838. 


(Signed) 


A.  DUPONY. 


Certificate  of  Mr.  Vice-Consui  Smith. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States  of 
America^  Havana. 

\,  John  A.  Smith,  Vice-Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  do 
hereby  certify  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  before  me  personally  appeared 
A.  Dupony^  master  of  the  schooner  '•  lagOy*  of  New  Orleans,  and,  being  duly 
sworn,  did  declare  that  the  list  hereunto  attiK^hed  contains  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons composing  the  crew  of  said  vessel,  together  with  the  places  of  their  birth 
and  residence,  so  far  as  he  can  ascertain  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
affiix  my  seal  of  office,  at  Havana,  this  3rd  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  <rf  our  Lord  1838,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  63rd. 

(L.S.)  (Signed)  J.  A.  SMITH. 

Certificate  of  Mr.  J^ice- Consul  Trant. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Matanzas^  November  9,  1838. 

I,  Charles  P.  Trant,  Vice  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at 
this  port,  and  residing  within  the  same,  do  certify,  that  on  this  day  before  me 
personally  appeared  A.  Dupony,  master  of  the  schooner  '*  lago,*^  of  New 
Orleans  ;  and,  being  duly  sworn,  did  declare,  that  John  Pack,  John  Brown,  and 
Alonz  Jayen^  seamen,  named  and  described  in  the  above  list,  have  deserted  and 
left  said  vessel  while  lying  in  this  port,  and  that  lie  has  shipped  Antonio  Dias, 
Jos6  Monso  Abascal,  Kamon  Garcia,  Bartolo  Seguin,  Geronim  Dias,  Jos6 
Garcia,  Francisco  Anton,  and  Manoel  Cberombo ;  said  vessel  now  bound  on 
a  voyage  to  Cape  Mesurado.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  hereto 
affixed. 

(L.S.)  (Signed)  CHARLES  P.  TRANT, 

Vice-Consul. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 


Attestation  of  Four  Captains  as  to  the  re-delivery   of  Tapers  and  Effects  of 

Captain  Dupony, 

Devant  nous  Soussignfes,  capitaines  de  navire,  out  et6  rendus  au  Capi- 
taine  Dupony,  de  la  goelette  Americaine  ^'  lago;'  de  la  Nouvelle  Orleans,  par  le 
capitaine  de  prise,  M.  Thomas  Stevens,  les  objets  suivans :  primo,  les  papiers 
contenant,  No.  1  un  journal  d'habitude;  No.  2  le    role  d'6quipaffe  ;  No.  3  la^  j 
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Bordeaux^  qui  ont  6te  recachet^es  avec  de  la  cire  rouge.  Secondo^  cent  qua- 
torze  doublons  et  vin^-neuf  piastres  fortes  monnaie  Espagnole  en  tout  (114 
doublonsy  29  piastres  fortes)* 

Tercio^  le  nayire  dans  I'6tat  dans  lequel  il  se  trouve,  conformement  k  Tinven- 
taire  auquel  nous  allons  proc6der,  et  auquel  nous  le  sommons  d'assister» 
ravertissant  que  s'il  s  y  refuse,  nous  Tassurerons  dans  le  protSt  du  Capitaine 
Dupony.  En  foi  de  quoi  nous  signons  le  pr^ent,  h.  Sierra  Leone,  ce  30  Mars, 
1839. 

Fait  en  double  original. 

(Signe)         Como  Capitan  de  Buque, 

VI(7^  SANCHEZ. 
Como  Capitan  Italiano  de  Bastimente  Mercante, 

MARIANO  SGITCOVICH. 
Como  Capitan  de  Navios, 

MANOEL  DO  NASCIM^.  ALOURA. 
Comme  Capitaine  au  Longcoursy 

J.  E.  LAMARC. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Stevens, 

Crunner, Her  Majesty  s  brigantine  "  Termagantj^ 
in  charge  of  the  schooner  *^  lago/' 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 


AttestcUion  of  Four  Captains  as  to  state  of  Schooner  "  lago"  when  re^delivered 

to  Captain  Dupony. 

Nous  Soussignes,  capitaines  de  navires,  declarons,  qu'ayant  6te  appele 
par  le  Capitaine  Dupony,  de  la  goelette  Am^ricaine  ^*  lago,**  pour  constater 
I'etat  dans  lequel  se  trouve  la  dite  goelette^  telle  qu'elle  lui  a  etk  remis  par  le 
capitaine  de  prise,  Mr.  Stevens,  devant  nous  et  en  notre  presence,  ainsi  que 
I'inventaire  des  objets  qui  lui  ont  ete  laisses  k  bord,  nous  nous  sommes  trans- 
port's a  bord  de  la  dite  goSlette,  et  le  capitaine  de  prise  ne  se  trouvant  pas  k 
bord,  malgr6  Fintimation  qui  lui  en  a  et6  faite  de  se  presenter,  avons  procede 
comme  experts,  conformement  a  la  loi,  au  reconnaissement  et  a  Tinventaire,  et 
jurons  devant  Dieu  et  sur  la  Bible  avoir  trouv6  que  la  dite  goelette  a  besoin 
d'etre  calfatte  et  a  perdu  plusieurs  feuilles  de  cuivre  qui  nous  fkit  craindre  qu'elle 
soit  piqute  dans  ses  fonds,  que  les  ecoutes  de  mizaine  et  de  foe  lui  manque,  que 
divers  morceaux  des  plabords  ont  et'  cass's.  Dans  la  chambre  a  etk  presente 
devant  nous  la  malle  du  capitaine  dont  les  petons  du  cadenats  ont  't'  bris's ; 
nous  avons  ensuite  fait  Finventaire  des  objets  suivans  : — 

La  coque  du  navire  avec  son  gouvernail ;  les  deux  mats  et  le  beaupr'  et  bouts 
dehors  avec  leurs  cordages  et  haubans.  Deux  vergues  de  fortune  et  deux  mate- 
reaux  de  hune.  Deux  chaines  et  leurs  ancres,  une  cabane  rompue,  et  une 
cuisine,  une  abitacle.  La  grande  voile  neuve  avec  sa  baume  et  'coute,  le  foe  et 
petit  foe  sans  ecoutes  ;  la  mizaine  neuve  sans  'coutes. 

Une  voile  de  fortune  neuve. 

Un  jeu  de  voiles  vieilles. 

Vingt-six  avirons  de  diverses  grandeurs. 

13  caisses. 

10  planches  et  bouts  de  planches  de  pin. 

5  id.  id.     de  cddre. 
9^  pipes  d' eau-de-vie. 

1       id.    de  vin. 

1  baril  huile  de  palme. 

1  id.      vinaigre. 

4^  pipes  pleines  d'eau  sal6e. 

2  barils  de  pain. 

6  paquets  de  balais. 

3  petits  barils  de  vin. 
8  demijonnes  vides. 

Une  portion  de  caisses  de  vin  et  d'autres  choses  rompues. 
Un  baril  de  lard  entam^. 
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Da$is  la  Chambre. 

Un  baril  de  sucre  entam^. 

Un  sac  de  ca£&. 

Trois  compas. 

Une  caisse  servant  de  table  et  contenant  des  assiettes  et  tasses  a  cai%^  &c. 

Di?ers  pots  de  fer  blanc  et  trois  fanaux. 

Diverses  provisions. 

4  pavilions  diff%rens. 

Une  portion  de  charbon  de  terre. 

Les  objets  ci-dessus  indiqu^s  6tant  les  seals  que  nous  avons  trouv^s  a  bord, 
nous  avons  signk  le  pr^ent  et  Tavons  d^livr^  au  Capitaine  Dupony,  pour  lui 
servir  et  valoir  ce  que  de  raison^  a  Sierra  Leone,  ce  31  Mars,  1839. 

Como  Capitao  de  Navios  Mercanies, 
(Signfe)  MANOEL  DE  NASCIM^^.  ALOURA. 

VIC^^  SANCHEZ. 
MARIANO  SGITCOVICH, 

Capitan. 
F.  E.  LAMARC, 

Capitaine  au  Longcours  Frctngais. 


Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 


Memorandum  by  Lieutenant  Seagram. 

The  following  sums  have  been  found  in  the  possession  of  the  crew  be- 
longing to  the  schooner  "  lagOj*  and  left  in  charge  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  prize- 
master^  to  be  given  into  the  possession  of  the  Mixed  Commission  Court  at  Sierra 
Leone,  viz. : — 

1  bag  containing  58  doubloons. 
1  ditto  56     ditto. 

29  mixed  dollars. 

(Signed)  H.  F.  SEAGRAM, 

Lieutenant  and  Commander. 


Eighth  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 

Statement  by  Lieutenant  Seagram  as  to  the  state  of  "  lago'*  when  captured. 

I,  Henry  F.  Seagram,  Lieutenant  and  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's 
brigantine*'  Termagant,"  hereby  declare  that  on  this  2 1st  day  of  February, 
1839,  being  in  or  about  latitude  5**  46'  north,  longitude  0^  55^  east,  I  detained 
the  schooner  named  the  '*  lago  "  (Spanish  property),  sailing  under  American 
colours^  not  armed,  commanded  by  A.  Dupony,  who  was  on  shore,  and  the 
mate,  Gayetan  Bru,  declared  her  to  be  bound  from  Matanzas,  Island  of  Cuba, 
to  Cape  Mesurado,  and  back  to  Matanzas,  with  a  crew  consisting  of  one  master, 
one  mate,  six  men,  and  one  passenger,  equipped  for  the  traffic  in  slaves,  con- 
trary to  the  Treaty  with  the  Queen-Regent  of  Spain,  signed  at  Madrid,  June 
25,  1835;  and  that  the  papers  and  documents  seized  by  me  on  board  the  said 
schooner,  being  marked  No.  1  to  No.  4,  are  enumerated  in  the  following  list. 

(Signed)  HENRY  F.  SEAGRAM. 

Lieutenant  and  Commander. 

1 .  Log  of  proceedings  in  Spanish. 

2.  Register. 

3.  List  of  crew. 

4.  Parcel  containing  letters,  &c. 


Ninth  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 

Passengers*  Permit. 

Secretary's  Office^  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone. 
Permit  to  depart  on  their  voyage  from  this  colony  to  the  Leeward 


Digitized  by 


Google 


182  UNn^D  STATES. 

Coast  tbe  under-mentioned  individimls,  passengers  on  board  the  '^  lago,*^  Du- 

pony  commander,  and  bound  to  the  Leeward  Coast. 
Josfe  Dolores.  j 

Francisco  Gomes.         I  t      n  4?^  ^ 

Ramon  Mom.  ^"  ""^  ^•*"'  passports. 

Antonio  Rodrigues.      ' 
Duty  10^. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  oflBce,  at  Freetown,  this  6th   day  of 
April,  1839. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  COLE, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


(Extract.)  Tenth  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 

Mr.  Truft  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Havana  Consulate,  TVashingtony 
November  28,  1840. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  copy,  transmitted  to  me  for  the 
purpose  by  the  Vice-Consul,  on  behalf  of  the  captain,  of  a  protest  extended  in 
the  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Havana,  by  James  B.  M'Connell, 
master  of  the  schooner  " Hero^*  of  New  Orleans,  for  an  outrage  perpetrated 
upon  that  vessel  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  "  Lynx." 


Eleventh  Enclosure  in  No.  246. 


Protest  of  James  B.  M^Connelh  Joseph  Williams^  Henry  Lord,  and 

James  Stow. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Havana. 

By  this  public  instrument  of  Protest,  be  it  known  and  made  nnanifest  to  all 
whom  it  doth,  or  may  or  shall  concern,  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before 
me,  John  A.  Smith,  Vice-Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  city  of 
Havana,  personally  came  and  eppecnred  James  B.  M 'Con  nell,  master  of  the  schooner 
"  Hero,''  belonging  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  of  the 
burthen  of  126  tons^  or  thereabouts ;  also  Joseph  Williams,  mate  of  said  schooner; 
and  Henry  Lord  and  James  D.  Stow,  seamen  belonging  to  said  schooner  afore- 
said :  who,  being  severally  sworn,  did  declare  and  depose, — That  the  said 
schooner  being  laden  with  a  cargo  of  assorted  merchandise,  they,  the  said 
appearers,  made  sail  in  and  upon  the  said  schooner  from  the  port  of  Havana, 
bound  to  Whydah,  coast  of  Africa,  on  the  15th  day  of  June,  1840.     That  in  the 

?rosecution  of  the  voyage  nothing  material  occurred  until  the  9th  day  of  August 
840,  when  at  3^  30'  we  were  boarded  by  the  commander  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  brig  **  Lynx/'  and  brought  to  an  anchor,  and  the  hatches  opened  and 
the  hold  overhauled ;  and  after  a  short  overhaul,  the  commander  decreed  that 
he  would  send  the  vessel  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  that  the  captain  and  cook  might 
stop  on  board,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  crew  were  to  go  on  board  of  the  '*  Lynx," 
and  to  be  sent  on  shore.  Captain  M^Connell  complained  to  the  commander  of 
the  brig  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  men  whom  he  put  on  board  the  schooner 
"  Hero^  and  had  charge  of  the  vessel  one  night,  they  having  robbed  the  vessel 
of  all  the  provisions  they  could  get  at :  viz.,  two  hams,  about  one-third  of  a  barrel 
of  mackerel,  and  broke  open  one  barrel  of  bread,  and  did  considerable  damage  to 
the  cargo.  The  commander  said,  that  if  the  hams  could  be  found  on  boara  his 
vessel,  he  would  give  the  schooner  up  again,  and  let  her  proceed  on  her  voyage. 
The  hams  being  found  on  board  his  vessel,  the  crew  were  all  sent  on  board  our 
own  vessel  again^  and  commenced  to  clear  up  decks  and  get  the  vessel  under 
weigh,  the  commander  of  the  brig  having  thought  proper  to  give  her  up.  At 
5^  30'  came  to  at  Whydah ;  furled  sails,  &c.,  &c.;  ends  fine;  a.m.,  fine  weather; 
at  8,  canoes  came  off  to  receive  cargo.  On  opening  the  hatches,  found  consider- 
able damage  done  to  the  cargo  by  the  crew  of  the  British  brig  of  war  "  Lynx," 
through  carelessness  and  bad  stowage  of  the  pipes  of  aguadiente  that  were  broke 
out  and  hoisted  on  deck  by  them,  two  pipes  being  bilged,  and  several  stowed 
bund  doivn^  and  consequently  leaked  very  much. 
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'  And  therefore  the  said  James  B.  M'ConDell  did  declare  to  protest^  as  by  these 
presents  he  doth  solemnly  protest,  against  all  and  every  person  or  persons  whom- 
soever it  may  or  shall  concern,  and  particularly  against  the  Government  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty,  for  this  unlawful,  vexatious,  and  injurious  act  on  the  part  of 
the  commander  and  crew  of  the  aforesaid  brig  of  war  '*  Lynx/'  holding  the  said 
Government  responsible  in  damages  for  all  injury  suffered  by  said  vessd  and 
cargo,  and  any  persons  interested  therein  by  said  unlawful  and  injurious  act 

All  which  matters  and  things  were  declared,  allied,  and  affirmed,  before  me 
the  said  Consul;  and  therefore  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affix  the  seal  of  my 
office,  being  requested  to  certify  and  testify  the  premises. 

Thus  done  and  protested  at  the  city  of  Havana,  this  third  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendrace  of  the  United  States  the  sixty-fifth. 

(Signed)  J.  A.  SMITH,  Coiwd. 

(L.S.) 
(Signed)  James  B.  M'Gonnell. 

Joseph  Williams. 
Henrt  Lord. 
James  D.  Stow. 


No.  247. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  discount  Palmerston. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  March  1,  184L 
(Received  March  3.) 

The  Undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States,  had  the  honour,  on  the  i3th  of  November  last,  of  pre- 
senting to  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  by  the  direction  of  the 
President,  a  complaint  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  American 
brig  '^Douglasy*  of  Duxbury,  Massachusetts,  on  the  African  coast,  by  Lieutenant 
Seagram,  of  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  the  *^  Termagant,"  on  the  charge  of 
having  on  board  a  suspicious  cargo,  and  intended  for  Slave  Trade. 

Since  the  submission  of  this  case,  the  Undersigned  has  received  two  additional 
documents  herewith  enclosed,  the  one  consisting  of  a  Letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  by  A.  A.  Frazar,  the  claimant ;  the 
other,  the  copy  of  a  Certificate  of  Lieutenant  Seagram,  under  date  of  the  29th  of 
October,  1839,  admitting  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  brig,  and  her  sur- 
raider  and  departure. 

In  transmitting  these  papers  to  Lord  Palmerston,  the  Undersigned  avails 
himself  of  the  occasion  to  express  an  earnest  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  not  fail  to  see  the  justice  and  importance  of  coming  to  an  early  deci- 
sion, not  only  of  the  present  case,  but  those  of  a  similar  character  whtcb  have 
heretofore  been  presented  to  its  consideration. 

The  Undersigned  renews  to  Lord  Palmerston  assurances  of  his  high  con- 
sideration. 

(Signed)  A.  STEVENSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  247. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Frazar  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Sir,  Boston,  December  22, 1840. 

I  BEG  leave  to  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  documents  relating  to 
the  seizure  and  detention,  by  Lieutenant  Seagram,  the  commanding  officer  of 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine  '*  Termagant,"  of  the  brig  "  Dimglasy'  of 
Duxbury,  in  this  Commonwealth,  Baker  master,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in 
October  last,  and  to  ask  the  interposition  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  obtain  from  the  British  authorities  a  proper  indemnity  therefore. 
The  brig  was  engaged  in  a  perfectly  lawful  trade,  without  the  most  remote 
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participation  in,  or  connexion  \¥ith,  traffic  in  slaves ;  and  there  was  no  just 
ground  to  suppose  that  she  was  in  pursuit  of  any  unlawful  object.  All  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Lieutenant  Seagram  in  this  respect  were,  if  not  a  wanton,  at  least  a 
reckless  violation  of  private  rights,  and  of  the  American  flag. 

Though  the  brig  was  held  in  custody  but  three  [?]  days,  she  was  during  that 
time  kept  sailing  down  the  coast,  where  she  was  borne  along  by  a  strong  cur- 
rent at  so  rapid  a  rate  that  it  took  her  twenty-eight  days  after  her  release  to 
return  to  the  place  of  her  seizure.  In  the  mean  time,  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  brig  were  taken  sick,  in  consequence  of  iheir  long  exposure  under  the  burning 
sun  of  that  region,  from  which  sickness  three  of  the  crew  died  on  their  home- 
ward passage^  and  the  captain  still  remains  an  invalid,  and  probably  will  so  remain 
during  his  life.  The  loss  occasioned  by  the  detention  of  the  brig  was  much 
more  than  the  mere  loss  of  time  and  expenses  during  thirty-one  days,  as  the 
purposes  and  objects  of  the  voyage  were  much  deranged,  and  finally  partially 
defeated. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  what  sum,  under  the  circumstances,  would  be  a  just  and 
proper  indemnification  for  the  injuries  sustained ;  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  a 
full  remuneration  can  be  obtained  without  wearisome  delay  and  much  incon- 
venience, by  going  into  the  details  and  more  remote  consequences  of  the  trans- 
action. I  would  prefer  that  the  matter  should  be  adjusted  speedily,  and  at  a 
loss,  rather  than  that  a  protracted  negotiation  should  be  entered  into^  though  a 
larger  amount  should  be  ultimately  obtained. 

With  these  views  I  would  relinquish  my  claim,  to  the  British  Government,  for 
five  thousand  dollars,  though  a  considerably  larger  sum  would  not  fully  repair 
the  damages  I  have  sustained  in  the  premises. 

If  any  further  information  or  proof  shall  be  needed  by  your  department  in  the 
case,  may  I  ask  of  you  the  favour  to  inform  me  what  it  is,  and  if  it  be  in  my 
power  todo  so,  I  will  promptly  furnish  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  A.  FRAZAR. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth^ 
Sfc.  Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  247. 

Certificate  of  Lieutenant  Seagram. 

The  American  brig  ^^  Douglas/'  from  the  Havana,  bound  to  the  rivers 
Bras  and  Bonney,  was  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  '*  Termagant,'*  on 
the  21st  instant,  having  a  suspicious  cargo  on  board. 

I  have  now  allowed  her  to  proceed  on  her  voyage,  finding  that  no  information 
is  yet  received  from  the  United  States  respecting  the  American  flag. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  *'  Termagant,"  oflF 
Popoe,  this  29th  day  of  October,  1839. 

(Signed)  H.  F.  SEAGRAM, 

Lieutenant  and  Commander. 


No.  248. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  March  11,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  26th  of  February,  1840,  enclosing 
copies  of  correspondence  between  the  Minister  from  the  United  States  and  my- 
self respecting  the  detention  of  the  vessel  the  "  Edwin,"  under  the  colours  of 
the  Union,  by  Her  Majesty's  sloop  '*  Columbine,"  Lieutenant  Elliot  com- 
mander, I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  copies  of  further  cor- 
respondence which  has  passed  between  Mr.  Stevenson  and  myself  upon  that 
subject. 

1  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq,, 
Sfc.        8fc. 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  248. 

VxscGunt  Palmerstan  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  August  17,  1840. 
(See  Class  D.  1840,  No.  104,  p.  85.) 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  248. 


3fr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

London,  August  24,  1840. 
(See  Class  D.  1840,  No.  106,  p.  88.) 

No.  249. 
;  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  March  16,  1841. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  29th  of  November,  1839,  and  to 
previous  correspondence,  respecting  the  case  of  the  negroes  who  were  taken  on 
board  the  slave-vessel  '*  Amistad,"  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  acquaint  me, 
for  the  information  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  whether  the  American  courts 
of  law  have  yet  come  to  any  decision  upon  this  case^  and  what  has  become  of  the 
negroes. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq., 

Sfc.         8fc. 


No.  250. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  March  16,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  to  you  of  the  9th  ultimo,  respecting  the 
detention  of  the  American  brig  "  Tigris  "  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  *'  Waterwitch," 
Lieutenant  Mat  son,  I  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  further  com-^ 
munication  which  I  have  received  upon  this  subject  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul 
at  Boston,  and  also  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  statement  recently  received  at 
this  oflfice  from  the  Admiralty,  upon  the  same  subject. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  statement  in  the  letter  from  the  Admiralty,  that 
Lieutenant  Matson  was  obviously  aware  that  he  had  no  authority  to  interfere 
with  the  proceedings  of  American  ships  upon  the  coast ;  but  that  he  conceived 
he  should  be  acting  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  of  his  own  Government,  by  taking  notice  of  cases 
of  slave-trading  which  had  been  declared  to  be  piracy  by  the  laws  of  both 
countries. 

It  is  probable  that  Lieutenant  Matson,  in  thus  exceeding  the  limits  of  his 
authority,  may  have  had  in  view  the  agreement  which  Captain  Tucker,  of  Her 
Majesty's  ship  *^  Wolverene,"  entered  into  with  Lieutenant  Paine,  of  the  United 
States'  ship  "  Gramfus^'  that  slave-vessels  under  American  colours  should  be 
detained  by  either  party,  in  order  that,  if  they  turned  out  to  be  American  pro- 
perty, they  might  be  delivered  over  to  an  American  cruiser ;  but  if  they  turned 
out  to  be  Spanish,  Brazilian,  Portuguese,  or  British  property,  they  might  be 
delivered  over  to  a  British  cruiser. 

Prom  jthe  enclosures  in  my  Despatch  of  the  17th  June,   1840,  containing  a 

copyjpflthat  agreement,  and  from  the  enclosures  in  my  Despatch  of  the  29th 

of  ^ne  same  month,  containing  correspondence  between  Lieutenant  StoH,  of 
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Her  Majesty's  ship  '^Bonetta,*'  and  Lieutenant  Palae,  of  the  United  States' 
ship  ''  Grampusy'  it  is  clear  that  the  officers  of  the  British  and  of  the  United 
States'  navies,  employed  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  in  suppressing  Slave  Trade, 
mutually  searched  suspicious  vessels,  under  the  agreement  referred  to  in  those 
papers. 

With  view,  however,  to  prevent  any  possible  misunderstanding  between  the 
two  Governments  upon  this  important  question,  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
issued  orders  to  the  commanders  of  all  Her  Majesty's  cruisers,  prohibiting  them 
from  capturing  any  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States,  however  clearly  it 
may  appear  that  such  vessels  are  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade.  '''''^fSl% 

At  the  same  time,  however.  Her  Alajesty's  Government  must  express  their 
hope  that  the  Governnent  of  the  United  States  will,  out  of  a  regard  for  the 
honour  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  from  principles  of  humanity,  take  more  effectual 
steps  than  it  has  hitherto  done  to  prevent  the  laws  of  the  United  States  from 
being  openly  set  at  defiance  by  the  employment  of  American  ships  in  the  Slave 
Trade. 

You  will,  by  note,  communicate  the  substance  of  this  Despatch  to  the  United 
States  Government. 

I  aiB,  &c. 
(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H.  8.  Fow,  Esq., 
8fc.      8fc, 

First  Enclosure  in  No.  250. 

Mr.  Chattan  to  Viscount  Palmerston^ 

Boston,  January  31,  1841. 
(See  No.  294.) 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  250. 
Sir  John  Barrow  to  Lord  Leveson. 

My  Lord,  Admiralty,  March  3,  184  L 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your 
Lordship's  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  respecting  the  American  brig  *'  Tigris/' 
captured  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Water  witch,"  and  carried  into  the  port  of 
Salem,  in  the  United  States,  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  Viscount  Pahnerston,  that,  referring  to  Lieutenant 
Matson's  letter  of  the  11th  October,  1840,  that  oflScer  was  obviously  aware  that 
he  had  no  authority  to  interfere  with  the  proceedings  of  American  ships  upon 
the  coast.  But  he  states  that  he  conceived  he  should  be  acting  in  conformity 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  his  own 
Government,  by  his  interposition  in  cases  of  slave-trading,  which  had  been  declared 
to  be  piracy  by  the  laws  of  both  countries. 

It  is  probable  that,  in  thus  exceeding  the  precise  limits  of  his  authority,  he  may 
have  had  in  view  the  agreement  entered  into  by  Commander  Tucker,  of  Her 
Majesty's  sloop  **  Wolverine,"  and  by  Lieutenant  Paine,  of  the  United  States 
navy,  and  the  arrangements  made  by  them  for  mutual  co-operation  of  British  and 
American  cruizers  on  the  coast  in  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  details  of  this  arrangement,  which  it  is  to  be  presumed  must  have  been  com- 
municated to  his  own  Government  by  Lieutenant  Paine,  will  be  found  in  a  letter 
from  Commander  Tucker  of  the  12th  of  March,  1840,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent 
to  the  Foreign  Office  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  of  July  last.  And  a  letter  from  Com- 
mander Tucker  of  the  17th  of  March,  1840,  which  was  communicated  to  the 
Foreign  Office  on  the  8th  of  July  last,  transmits  some  correspondence  which  had 
passed  between  Lieutenant  Stoll,  of  the  **  Bonetta,"  and  Lieutenant  Paine,  of 
the  "  Grampus/^  of  the  United  States  navy,  respecting  the  seizure  of  an  Ame- 
rican slaver  delivered  over  to  Lieutenant  Paine. 

In  a  letter  of  the  12th  of  May,  1840  (a  copy  of  which  is  sent  herewith).  Com- 
mander Tucker  reports  his  having  examined  an  American  vessel  under  suspicious^ 
circumstances,  and  states  that  he  had  wiitten  to  Lieutenant  Paine,  informing 
him  that  he  had  done  so,  and  requesting  that  the  Lieutenant  would  also  esiun^ne 
her.    It  is  obvious/therefore,  that  the  practice  of  mutual  search  was  carried  on 
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upon  the  coast  under  the  agreement  and  understanding  which  had  been  come  to 
by  the  officers  of  the  Britii^  and  American  navy. 

Orders  have,  however,  now  been  sent  out,  prohibiting  the  capture  of  any  vessel 
belonging  to  the  United  States  which  may  be  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

(Signed)  JOHN  BARROW. 

T%e  Lard  Leveson^ 

Third  Enclosure  in  No.  250. 

Commander  Tucker  to  Mr.  More  O^FerraU. 

Her  Majesty's  ship  *'  JVolverine,^  at  sea, 
Sib,  Lat.  P  27'  N.,  long  6*»  43'  E.     May  12,  1840. 

In  consequence  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  (Rear-Admiral  the  Hon. 
G.  Elliot,  CB.)  hanring  been  appointed  to  the  Indian  command,  and  of  the  im- 
jpofisibility,  therefore,  to  transmit  the  origindls  in  time  to  reach  hnn,  I  beg  to  for- 
ward, for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
fc^wing  copies  of  some  of  my  late  letters  to  him  ;  the  first  being  a  report  of 
my  proceedings  to  the  l7th  of  March,  since  which  I  beg  to  report  that,  after  I 
Imd  completed  the  duties  1  was  then  employed  upon,  I  sailed  from  Sierra  Leone 
as  the  2l8t  of  March. 

On  the  26th  I  found  the  ^'  Dolphin^'*  American  brigantine  of  war,  at  anchor 
at  the  settlement  of  Liberia  at  Cape  Mesurado,  with  which  vessel  I  communi- 
cated, and  found  her  commander  absent,  therefore  did  not  anchor. 

On  the  27th  I  chased  a  fine  ship  into  New  Sestos,a  noted  slaying  place,  where 
abe  anchored,  and,  on  boarding,  proved  to  be  an  American  ship  belonging  to 
New  York,  from  the  Havana,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  the  articles  always 
brought  for  the  purchase  of  slaves,  belonging  to  notorious  slave-dealers  at  the 
Havana^  one  ^f  wliom  had  landed  immediately  she  anchored  and  before  my  boat 
could  get  on  board,  who  had  chartered  the  vessel  at  a  very  high  rate,  to  bring 
tbe  cacgo  to  New  Seatos  and  other  phces  on  the  coast,  and  to  return  with  cargo 
from  New  Sestos  to  the  West  Indies.  I  examined  the  vesseVs  papers  very 
atrictly,  and,  not  being  able  to  remain  to  watch  her,  wrote  to  Lieutenant  Paine, 
comoianding  the  United  States'  schooner  '*  Grampus," ,  to  inform  him  of  it,  and  to 
request  he  would  examine  her ;  and  also  ordered  Commander  Denman  to  have 
New  Sestos  weU  watched,  there  being  between  2000  and  3000  slaves  in  the 
barracoons. 

On  the  2nd  of  April  1  detained  and  serrt  to  Sierra  Leone  a  Brazilian  brig, 
bound  to  Lagos  with  a  cargo  for  the  purchase  of  slaves ;  and,  after  touching  at 
Cape  Coast  and  Accra  for  and  with  letters,  visited  aJl  the  slavii^  places  in  the 
Bight  of  Benin,  and  arrived  at  West  Bay,  Princes,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th 
ultino,  and  sailed  again  at  daylight  the  next  morning,  to  intercept,  if  possible,  a 
slave- vessel  reported  to  be  standing  to  the  southward  with  a  cargo  of  slaves,  and, 
after  an  unsuccessful  cmize,  arrived  again  a^  Princes  on  the  7th  instant,  to  refit 
and  copper  this  sloop's  bottom,  and  complete  wood  and  water,  and  found  the 
**  Viper,"  '*  Harlequin,'*  and  *'  Lynx  ;"  the  ''  Lynx  '*  sailed  for  her  cruizing 
gi^ound,  and  the  **  Viper,"  being  refitted  as  a  brigantine,  as  reported  in  my  let- 
tor  of  the  8tb,  sailed  in  company  with  the  *'  Harlequin  "  and  this  sloop  yesterday 
evening  to  occupy  her  cruizing  nound.  The  '^  Harlequin  "  will  proceed  this 
day  to  Spitbead,  pursuant  to  their  Lordships'  order  of  the  20th  of  January,  1840, 
f)id  Ascensbn  and  Sierra  Leone,  instead  of  to  the  Cape^  with  the  Quarterly 
Returns,  in  consequence  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  being  ordered  to  India  ; 
and  I  am  now  on  my  way  to  the  River  Gaboon  to  present  King  Denny  with  the 
medal  sent  out  per  "  W^anderer." 

The  squadwn  under  my  command  are,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  generally 
healthy. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  TUCKER,  (i) 
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Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  250. 
Commander  Tucker  to  Rear-Admiral  Elliot. 

Her  Majesty* s  ship  "  Wolverine,** 
Sir,  Sierra  Leone,  March  17,  1840. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  15lh  and  16th  ultimo,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  2nd  instant,  and  found 
the  "  Wanderer/'  Commander  the  Hon.  J.  Denman,  from  England,  had  anchored 
the  day  previous,  with  the  ^*  Saracen/'  Lieutenant  Hill,  from  the  Casamanga, 
Gambia,  and  Senegal ;  that  on  the  3rd  the  *'  Conflict**  vi^as  surveyed  by  my 
orders  of  the  2nd,  and  reported  unfit  for  the  service,  as  per  report  transmitted 
in  my  letter  of  the  3rd,  No.  110.  That  in  consequence  of  that  report  I  ordered 
her  to  be  removed  in-shore  to  prevent  her  obstructing  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  should  she  founder,  as  expected  by  the  surveying  oflBcers.  That  an  in- 
ventory should  be  taken  of  her  stores,  &c.,  which,  with  the  vessel,  properly 
moored,  was  to  be  handed  over  to  the  chai^  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner- 
Greneral,  whom  I  had  directed  to  take  charge  of  her,  and  place  a  steady  Krooman 
on  board,  which  services  were  performed  by  the  *'  Wanderer/* 

On  the  4th  I  ordered  the  commander  of  the  ''Wanderer'*  to  assume  the 
duties  of  senior  officer  on  this  division  of  the  station,  vice  the  commander  of  the 
'^  Harlequin,'*  ordered  to  England  by  Admiralty  order  of  the  20th  of  January, 
1840,  with  directions  to  send  the  **  Saracen ''  to  Portendick  to  protect  the  Bri- 
tish interests  there  during  the  season  of  the  gum  trade,  as  per  Admiralty  order 
of  the  10th  of  May,  1839 ;  Lieutenant  Hill  having  arranged  the  affair  of  the 
River  Casaman9a,  so  far  as  possible,  until  the  respective  Governments  have 
decided,  and  reported  the  examination  of  a  canoe  with  the  slaves,  and  the  seizure 
of  the  schooner  "  Senegamhia!'  as  per  my  letters  transmitting  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence, Nos.  112  and  113,  of  the  5th  instant,  and  No.  116,  dated  the  15th 
instant. 

On  the  6th  instant  the  ^*  Senegambia,^^  detained  by  the  "  Saracen,'*  as  reported 
in  my  letter  of  the  5th,  No.  Ill,  having  been  condemned  in  the  Vice- Admiralty 
Court,  was  surveyed,  and  found  unfit  for  Her  Majesty's  service,  as  per  reports 
of  survey  annexed,  which  has  been  the  only  vessel  condemned  since  my  arrival 
that  could  be  sold.  With  respect  to  the  purchase  of  one,  I  hav^  given  such 
orders  to  the  commander  of  the  ''Wanderer"  as  will  induce  him  not  to  delay 
that  object. 

On  the  6th  the  "  Saracen  "  sailed,  under  the  orders  of  Commander  the  Hon. 
Joseph  Denman,  for  Portendick.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  *'  Bo- 
netta"  arrived  iFrom  the  River  Pongos,  having  detained  there  a  vessel  under 
American  colours,  suspected  of  being  Spanish  property,  and  being  equipped  and 
fitted  for  the  Slave  Trade,  who  reported  his  proceedings  as  per  my  letter  of  the 
9th  instant.  No.  114. 

On  the  7th  the  United  States  schooner  "  Grampus/*  Lieutenant  Paine,  com- 
mander, arrived,  with  whom  I  entered  into  a  correspondence  and  agreement,  as 
reported  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  No.  115. 

On  the  10th  the  '* Wanderer"  sailed  on  a  cruize,  and  with  orders  to  Lord 
Francis  Russell  to  proceed  to  Spithead.  On  the  14th  the  French  schooner  of 
war  *'  La  Rachel  "*  arrived,  bringing  letters  from  the  Governor  of  Senegal  to  the 
Governor  of  this  place  and  the  senior  oflScer  of  the  naval  force  here,  relating  to 
the  **  Senegambia''  as  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant.  No.  113. 
Copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Governor  of  Senegal,  the  commander 
of  the  "  Rachel,''  and  myself,  are  transmitted  in  my  letter  of  the  loth  instant. 
No.  117. 

On  the  15th  instant  the  *'  Fant6me,"  Commander  Butterfield,  arrived,  by 
which  opportunity  I  send  you  this,  the  reports,  and  other  despatches  which  seem 
of  importance.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  sail  to-morrow,  if  not,  as  soon  after  as  pos- 
sible. I  am  only  delayed  to  complete  the  reports  and  copies  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty.  I  send  you,  attached,  the  rough  draft  of  a  contract  for 
bullocks  and  fodder  for  '*  Ascension,"  which  I  found  a  person  here  who  has  the 
contract  for  supplying  the  navy  at  present  with  fresh  meat  willing  to  enter  into, 
and  supply  bullocks  and  fodder  enough  for  the  passage  there,  al  the  rate  of  5/. 
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per  head,  to  average  2001bs,  which,  with  the  fodder  included,  is  6d.  per  lb.  The 
contract  can  be  commenced  immediately  you  may  be  pleased  to  approve  of  it, 
and  the  ''  Ascension,  is  bought  and  ready  to  receive  them. 

(Signed)        '    WILLIAM  TUCKER,  (b) 
Rear- Admiral  ElUot,  Commander. 

Sfc.  8fc. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  260. 

Commander  Tucker  to  Rear-Admiral  Elliot. 

Her  Majesty  s  ship  *'  Tf^olverine,"  at  sea, 
SlE,  Lat.  4^  31'  iV.,  long.  6^  28'  /T.     April  3,  1840. 

•  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  following  French  vessels  of 
war  have  been  fallen  in  with  by  me. 

**  La  Malonne^''  brig.  Lieutenant  Commander  Bonet,  at  Accra ;  **  La  Rachel,'^ 
colonial  schooner  of  war.  Ensign  Court-Coumet,  at  Sierra  Leone. 

That  the  French  Commodore  Montaignes  de  la  Roque,  and  lately  in  the 
Bights,  and  in  the  River  Gaboon,  and  that  ''La  Fine^''  French  brig  of  war,  and 
the  French  brig  of  war  ''La  Ci^ale:'  ''La  Belette;'  "  LAigle  d'Or/'  and 
"  VErebe''  steamer,  French  colonial  vessels  of  war,  are  on  the  coast  of  Senegal. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)      '     WILLIAM  TUCKER.  (4) 
Rear-Admiral  Elliot,  Commander, 

^c.       8fc. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  250. 

Commander  Tucker  to  Rear-Admiral  Elliot. 

Her  Majesty's  ship  **  TVoherinCy'  at  sea. 
Sir,  Lat  4^  49^  JV.,  long.  ^^  22'  FT.     AprU  9,  1843. 

With  reference  to  the  6th  clause  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Spain,  of  the  28th  of  June,  1835, 1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  boarded 
the  brig  "  Freedom,"  of  Bristol,  on  the  8th  instant,  John  Farr,  master,  Richard 
and  William  King,  owners,  who  could  not  produce  the  Custom-house  certificate 
that  the  owners  had  entered  into  a  bond  that  the  caslcs  and  packs  on  board  were 
intended  to  carry  palm-oil. 

I  llfl.VG     SiLC 

(Signed)      '      WILLIAM  TUCKER,  (b) 
Rear-Admiral  Elliot,  Commander^ 

8fc.        8^c. 


Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  250. 

Commander  Tucker  to  Rear- Admiral  Elliot. 

Her  Majesty* s  ship  "  Wolverine^''  at  sea. 
Sir,  Lat.  ^^27  N.Jong.  2^  \Z' W.    ^^nV  II,  1840. 

With  reference  to  the  6th  clause  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Spain,  of  the  28th  of  June,  1835, 1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  boarded 
the  brig  ''  St.  George,"  belonging  to  the  West  African  Company,  London,  on  the 
10th  instant^  John  White,  master,  who  could  not  produce  tlie  Custom-house  cer- 
tificate that  the  Company  had  entered  into  a  bond  that  the  casks  and  packs  on 
board  are  intended  to  contain  palm-oil. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  TUCKER,  (4) 

Rear-Admiral  Ellioty  Commander. 

8fc.        8fc. 
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Eightli  Enclosure  in  Tfe/250. 

Commander  Tucker  to  Reur^Admiral  Elliot 

Her  Majesty  s  ship  *'  ff^olverine,*'  at  sea. 
Sir,  Lat.  3^  35'  N.,  long.  4*  40'  E.    April  23, 1840. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  this  day  boarded,  about  noon, 
the  merchant-barque  '^  Bombay  Packet,"  of  Liverpool,  C.  and  J.  B.  Horsfall, 
owners,  Charles  Came,  master ;  and  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  foUowino^ 
statement,  and  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  te  apply  to  my  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  to  represent  to  the  owners  of  the  said  barque  the 
serious  evil  attending  such  proceedings  on  the  part  of  their  master  on  the  sta- 
tion (which  requires  all  the  attention,  forethought,  and  energy  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  cruizers  to  suppre^  the  inhuman  traffic  in  slaves),  that,  by  such 
wantofmess  or  foolish  stubbornness  on  the  part  of  the  said  master.  Her 
Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  may  not  unnecessarily  be  taken  out  of  their  way, 
by  which  opportunities  may  be  given  for  slave-vessels  to  escape. 

A  litUe  before  daylight  of  this  morning  a  barque  was  seen  on  this  sloop's 
port  or  lee-bow,  apparently  close  to,  when  the  course  was  immediately  altered 
and  sails  trinmed  for  her.  When  broad  daylifffat^  the  ensign  and  pendant 
were  hoaated,  and  a  blank  cartridge  fired  from  lAe  cbase^gun  (91b.).  At^h. 
45m,  a  shot  was  fired  a-bead  of  her,  to  neither  of  which  was  any  attentioii 
paid,  when  all  possible  sail  was  nmde  in  chase.  Hie  wind  gradually  fell  light, 
and  about  10  a.m.  a  calm,  when  I  sent  Lieutenant  Levinge  away  to  board  her. 
Afiber  tibe  boat  had  left  some  time  the  barque  hoisted  English  colours ;  and 
anotlierjvessel  was  seen  from  our  mast-heads,  bearing  about  south-sout^-east^and 
for  which  I  was  prevented  making  sail — a  breeze  having  in  the  mean  time 
sprung  up — until  the  return  of  the  boat.  The  only  excuse  that  the  master 
made  for  not  shortening  sail  was,  that  he  did  not  know  what  this  vessel  was, 
although  the  ensign  and  pendant  vrere  flying,  two  guns  fired,  and  a  look-out 
man  at  each  mast-head.  The  consequence  of  his  conduct  was,  that  this  sloop 
was  taken  four  points  from  her  course  and  about  twelve  miles  to  leeward,  by 
which  she  was  taken  away  from  the  vessel  seen,  now  dead  to  windward^  and 
from  the  probability  of  examining  her,  in  consequence  of  its  being  now  too  late 
in  the  day,  p.m. 

I  caiuiot  conceive.  Sir,  that  any  respectable  owners  of  the  present  day,  when 
the  country  is  put  to  such  an  enormous  expense  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  will  sanction  the  masters  of  their  vessels  in  such  foolish  conduct  as 
drawing  from  their  station  or  course  Her  Majesty's  cruizers  (obliged  to  board  and 
examine  every  vessel  strictly),  particularly  now,  as  several  English  vessds  are 
said  to  be  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  WILLIAM  TUCKER,  (6) 

Rear-Admiral  JElliot,  Commander. 

8fc.         8fc. 

No.  251. 

Mr.  Foa  to  Ftse:otml  PalmersUm. 

fTashington,  March  9,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  April  1 .) 

I  K£  joiCE  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  long-pending  caase  of  the 
African  negroes,  found  on  board  the  Spanish  ship  *'  Amistad^''  was  this  di^ 
finally  decided  in  favour  of  the  negroes,  by  a  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  now  in  session  at  Washington. 

By  this  decision  the  negroes  are  declared  to  be  free  men,  and  ail  claim  against 
them,  whether  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Miiiirter,  or  of  the  iireteated  Spanish 
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nately  all  further  interference  in  the  case  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  autho- 
rities, either  in  America  or  in  Spain,  is  now  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  just  and 
virtuous  ded^a  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

I  have,  &cc. 
(Signed)  H.  S*.  FOX. 

The  Right  Hon.  Vi9cmnt  PaJmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfo.  ^c. 


First  Enclosure  in  Na  251. 
Mr.  Foa  to  the  Hm.  John  Forsyth. 
Sir,  fFashingtony  January  20,  1841. 

I  AM  instructed  to  represent  to  you  that  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  has  been  seriously  directed  to  the  case  of  certain  African  negroes, 
found  on  board  the  Spanish  ship  *'  ^mietad,"  the  same  persons  whose  cause  has 
been  brought  before  the  courts  of  law  of  the  United  States,  and  for  whom  a 

E)wer{lil  and  humane  interest  appears  to  be  felt  in  this  country  as  well  as  in 
ngland. 

It  is  known  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  these  negroes  were  imported 
into  Cuba  direct  from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  in  a  Portuguese  slave-vessel'  called  the 
Te5ora,  in  the  summer  of  1839 ;  and  that  shortly  after  their  arrival  they^  were 
purchased  as  slaves  at  the  Havana,  by  two  Spaniards,  of  the  names  of  Jos^  Ruiz 
and  Pedro  Montez.  Ruiz  and  Montez  then  placed  the  negroes  on  board  the 
Spanish  schooner  '*  Amistad^'^  intending  to  convey  them  to  another  port  in 
Cuba.  It  appears  that  during  the  voyage  the  negroes,  with  a  view  of  recovering^ 
their  liberty,  seized  possession  of  the  vessel,  put  the  master  to  death,  and  ordered 
the  remaining  whites  to  navigate  the  vessel  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  whites, 
however,  directed  their  course  towards  North  America,  until  they  were  fallen  in 
with  by  the  United  States  brig-of-war  "  ff^ashington,''  when  the  •'  Amistad'*  w^s 
finally  brought  into  the  port  of  New  London,  in  Connecticut.  The  proceedings 
which  have  taken  place  subsequently  to  the  arrival  of  the  negroes  in  the  Utiited 
States  are  suflBciently  well  known  to  you. 

Now,  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  to  observe,  that  since  the  year  1S20  it 
has  become  unlawful,  according  to  the  law  of  Spain,  to  import  negroes  from 
Africa  as  slaves  into  the  Spanish  dominions ;  and  that,  as  the  negroes  here 
referred  to  had  been  newly  imported  from  Africa  into  Cuba,  and  could  not,  by 
law,  be  imported  as  slaves,  they  must,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  be  considered  as 
free  persons. 

And  Great  Britain  is  also  bound  to  remember,  that  the  law  of  Spain,  which 
finally  prohibited  the  Slave  Trade  throughout  the  Spanish  dominions,  from  the 
date  of  the  30th  of  May,  1820  (the  provisions  of  which  law  are  contained  in  the 
King  of  Spain's  Royal  Cedula  of  the  19th  of  December,  1817),  was  passed  in 
compliance  with  a  treaty  obligation  to  that  effect,  by  which  the  Crown  of  Spain 
bound  itself  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  which  a  valuable  compensa- 
tion, in  return,  was  given  by  Great  Britain  to  Spain  ;  as  may  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  the  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  articles  of  a  public  Treaty  concluded  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain  on  the  23rd  of  September,  1817. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  are  moved  by  special  and  peculiar 
reasons  to  take  an  interest  in  the  fate  of  these  unfortunate  Africans,  who  are 
known  to  have  been  illegally  and  feloniously  reduced  to  slavery  by  subjects  of 
Spain. 

It  is  next  to  be  observed,  that  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  have  mu- 
tually engaged  themselves  to  each  other,  by  the  10th  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  to  use  their  best  endeavours  for  the  entire  abolition  of  the  African  Slave 
Trade,  And  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  firm  intention  of  both  parties  r^li* 
giously  to  fulfil  the  terms  of  that  engagement 

Now,  the  unfortunate  Africans  whose  case  is  the  subject  of  the  present  repre- 
sentation have  been  thrown  by  accidental  circumstances  into  the  hands  of  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  may  probably  depend  upon  the  action 
of  the  United  States  Government  whether  these  persons  shall  recover  the 
freedom  to  which  they  are  entitled,  or  whether  they  shall  be  reduced  to  slavery, 
in  violation  of  known  laws  and  contracts  publicly  passed  prohibiting  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  Afidcan  Slave  Trade  by  Spanish  subjects. 
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It  is  under  these  circumstances  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  anxiously 
hope  that  the  President  of  the  United  l^tates  will  find  himself  empowered 
to  take  such  measures  in  behalf  of  the  aforesaid  Africans  as  shall  secure  to 
them  the  possession  of  their  liberty^  to  which,  without  doubt,  they  are  by  law 
entitled. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  S.  FOX. 

The  Han.  John  Forsyth, 
8fe.        8fc.        Sfc. 

Second  Enclosure  in  No.  251. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  State,  fFasMnfftoHj 
Sir,  February  1,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20tfi 
ultimo,  in  which  you  state  that  you  are  instructed  to  represent  to  me  that  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  been  seriously  directed  to  the  case  of 
the  negroes  of  the  Spanish  ship  '*  Amistad^^'  with  the  anxious  hope  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  will  feel  himself  empowered  to  take  such  mea- 
sures in  their  behalf  as  will  secure  to  them  the  possession  of  their  liberty. 

Viewing  this  communication  as  an  evidence  of  the  benevolence  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty *s  Government,  under  which  aspect  alone  it  could  be  entertained  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  I  proceed,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to 
make,  in  reply,  a  few  observations  suggested  by  the  topics  of  your  letter.  The 
narrative  presented  therein  of  the  circumstances  which  brought  these  negroes  to 
our  shores  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  is  aware  that 
their  introduction  did  not  proceed  from  the  wishes  or  directions  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  A  formal  demand  having  been  made  by  the  Spanish 
Minister  for  the  delivery  of  the  vessel  and  property,  including  the  negroes  on 
board,  the  grounds  upon  which  it  is  based  have  become  the  subject  of  investiga- 
tion before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country,  which  have  not  yet  pronounced 
their  final  decision  thereupon.  You  must  be  aware^  Sir,  that  the  Executive  has 
neither  the  power  nor  the  disposition  to  control  the  proceedings  of  the  legal 
tribunals  when  acting  within  their  appropriate  jurisdiction. 

With  regard  to  other  considerations  presented  by  you  in  behalf  of  the  negroes 
of  the  "  Amistad,''  I  have  to  remark  that  it  is  not  understood  that  the  facts  upon 
v/hich  they  are  founded  are  admitted  by  the  Minister  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty, 
and  this  Government  would  with  great  reluctance  erect  itself  into  a  tribunal  to 
investigate  such  questions  between  two  friendly  Sovereigns.  If,  however,  these 
facts  are  established,  they  cannot  be  without  their  force  and  eflFect  in  the  proper 
time  and  place.  You  have  doubtless  observed,  from  the  correspondence  pub- 
lished in  a  Congressional  document,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Spanish 
Minster  to  restore  these  negroes,  should  their  delivery  to  his  Government  be 
ordered,  to  the  island  of  Cuba,  whence  the  vessel  in  'which  they  were  found 
sailed ;  where  they  will  be  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  Government  of 
Spain.  It  is  there  that  questions  arising  under  the  Spanish  laws  and  the 
Treaties  of  Spain  with  Great  Britain,  may  be  appropriately  discussed  and  de- 
cided, and  where  a  full  opportunity  will  be  presented  to  the  Government  of 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  or  Great  Britain  to  appeal  to  the  Treaty  stipulations 
applicable  to  the  subject  of  your  letter. 

T  avail   &ic 
Henry  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  (Signed)         '  J.  FORSYTH. 

Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  252. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr,  Fox. 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
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No.  253, 

Mr.  Fox  to  Vi9count  Palmer$ton. 

TFashington,  March  15,  184L 

(Extract.)  {Received  April  16.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  herewith  to  enclose  copies  of  various  correspondence 
between  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston  and  myself,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
American  vessel  *'  Tigris^'  which  vessel  was  detained  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  cruizers,  and  sent  into  the  port  of  Boston  to  be  delivered 
over  to  the  judicial  authorities  of  the  United  States,  charged  with  a  violation  of 
the  United  States  laws,  by  engaging  in  the  illicit  traffic  of  slaves* 

I  also  enclose  copies  of  some  official  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the 
same  vessel,  which  passed  between  the  United  States  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
Forsyth,  and  myself,  a  short  time  previously  to  his  retirement  from  office. 

The  vexatious  and  vindictive  suits  at  law  instituted  in  the  Courts  at  Boston 
against  Mr.  Jackson,  the  British  officer  in  charge  of  the  detained  vessel  **  Tigris'* 
which  form  a  principal  subject  of  Mr.  Grattan's  communications  to  me,  are  not 
yet  terminated.  When  the  decision  of  the  Courts  upon  these  prosecutions  has 
been  pronounced,  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  submitting  some  observations  upon 
the  subject  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive,  that  in  Mr.  Forsyth*s  letter  to  me,  herewith 
enclosed,  dated  the  1st  of  March,  a  direct  demand  is  made  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  forbid  and  prevent  for  the  future  the  detention,  by  Her  Majesty's 
cruisers,  of  American  vessels  charged  with  slave-trading.  Mr.  Forsyth's  letter 
was  delivered  to  me  the  day  before  he  quitted  the  Government.  I  have  verbally 
informed  his  successor  in  office,  Mr.  Webster,  that  I  would  jduly  forward  the 
correspondence  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

1  find,  by  reference  to  a  letter  from  Lord  Leveson  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  dated  February  8,  enclosed  in  your  Lordship's  Despatch  to  me, 
marked  Slave  Trade,  of  February  9,  that,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  the 
•'  Tigris^'  Her  Majesty's  Advocate-General  had  already  reported  it  to  be  his 
opinion,  that  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers  should  be  instructed  to  abstain  from 
capturing  American  vessels  engaged  in  Slave  Trade ;  and  that  your  Lordship 
had  suggested  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  the  expediency  of  giving  instruc* 
tions  to  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers  in  conformity  with  that  opinion.  I  have  not 
considered  this  information,  incidentally  transmitted  to  me,  as  sufficient  authority 
whereon  to  ground  an  official  answer  to  Mr.  Forsyth's  letter  of  the  1st  of 
March ;  but  I  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  probably  find  some  suitable  occasion  of 
informally  acquainting  the  new  Government  at  Washington,  that  the  acts  of 
which  the  Americans  appear  so  much  inclined,  although  unreasonably,  to  com- 
plain, are  not  likely  to  be  repeated. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 
Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Mr.  Fox. 


Her  Majesty^ s  Consulate,  Boston, 
Sir,  January  18,  1841. 

On  the  31st  of  last  month  I  had  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you  by 
post  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Matson,  of  Her  Majesty's  brig*  *' Waterwitch," 
delivered  to  me  the  preceding  afternoon  by  Midshipman  Jackson  of  that  ship, 
who  was  sent  to  this  country  in  charge  of  the  American  merchant  vessel 
•*  Tigris;'  of  the  port  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  Not  having 
received  any  acknowledgment  of  my  letter,  and  being  consequently  deprived  of 
the  advantage  of  your  advice  as  to  my  conduct  in  this  aflfair,  I  have  acted  in  it 
to  the  best  of  my  judgment  up  to  this  time ;  but  as  it  now  begins  to  assume  a 
somewhat  complicated  asplect,  and  may  involve  questions  of  serious  importance, 
I  must  again  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention  to  it,  and  I  request  you  \yill  favour 
me  with  your  opinion  on  the  circumstances  which  have  already  occurred,  and 
as  to  the  course  which  it  may  be  now  advisable  to  pursue. 

Class  D.  2C        ^  . 
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The  *'  Tigris''  having  been  duly  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  District 
Court  by  Mr.  Jackson,  two  examinations  of  her  captain  and  crew  took  place 
before  Judge  Davis,  the  result  of  which  was,  that  Captain  Frye  and  his  mate 
were  held  to  bail  for  appearance  for  trial  in  the  month  of  May  next,  on  the  de- 
mand of  the  United  States'  District  Attorney  for  this  State ;  and  Mr.  Jackson 
is  bound  in  his  own  recognizance  in  the  sum  of  500  dollars,  to  appear  at  the 
same  time  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  United  States'  Government. 

The  next  step  taken  was  the  filing  of  a  libel  by  Mr.  Jackson^s  counsel  against 
the  ^  Tiffrie"  and  h&r  cargo,  on  behalf  of  Lieutenant  Matson  as  the  informer, 
and  a  demand  of  forfeiture  of  the  whole.  In  this  proceeding  of  dvil  action  die 
United  States'  Government  co-operates,  beings  in  case  of  success,  entitled  ta 
one-half  of  the  proceeds,  the  other  half  to  go  to  the  infornAcr.  The  owners  of 
the  vessel  have  put  in  an  objection  to  acUon  being  admitted  on  the  libel,  and  the 
iii6tion  Ah*  showing  cause  is  to  be  argued  before  Judge  Davis,  on  Monday  next, 
the  25th  instant. 

So  far  the  proceedings  had  advanced,  when  on  Saturday  evening  last,  the 
16tb,  at  6  o'clock,  1  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Jackson,  informing  me  ttot  he  had 
been  just  then  arrested  by  the  deputy-sheriff,  on  four  separate  actions  of  trespass, 
brought  against  him  by  as  many  of  the  sailors  of  the  crew  of  the  '^  Tigris^**  that 
be  was  in  custody  of  the  deputy-sheriff  at  his  office,  and  requesting  to  hear  from 
me.  I  immediately  went  to  him,  and  found  that  the  damages  in  each  action' 
were  laid  at  1000  dollars,  the  return  of  the  writs  being  for  the  first  week  in 
March,  and  the  cause  of  complaint,  an  alleged  trespass  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son and  eight  others  not  named  (but  being  lieutenant  Matson  and  sailors  of  the 
''  Waterwitch,")  for  having  boarded  the  "  Tigris''  off  the  coast  ef  Africa,  taken 
the  comp^nants  on  board  the  ^*  Waterwitch,"  and  subsequentlj  transported 
them  prisoners  to  the  United  States. 

The  emimus  of  this  proceeding  is  evident.  The  action  is  not  brought  by  the 
owners,  the  only  persons  aggrieved,  supposing  the  seizure  to  be  an  illegal  one, 
but  by  sailors,  who  in  no  possible  way  suffer^  any  damage  at  all.  They  were 
not  sent  home  as  prisoners,  they  were  not  deprived  of  their  liberty,  or  wages,  or 
property  of  any  kind.  The  sum  of  1000  doUars  claimed  by  each  is  of  excessive 
amount ;  and  as  the  legal  regulation  for  bail  in  such  a  case  requires  two  sure- 
ties^ each  possessing  property  in  this  county  of  Suffolk  to  the  whole  amount 
claimed,  the  consequence  intended  by  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Jackson  late  on  Saturday 
was,  that  he  should  have  been  immediately  put  into  gaol,  to  lie  there  till  this  day 
at  leasts  as  it  could  not  be  supposed  be  would  be  able  to  find  bail  for  8000  dollars 
at  so  short  a  notice,  or^  indeed,  at  all^  as  a  stranger  in  this  city,  without  any 
connexion  or  acquaintance  in  it  to  whom  he  could  apply  in  such  a  case.  The 
deputy-sheriff,  howevar,  accepted  my  security  for  Mr.  Jackson's  appearance 
at  12  o'clock  this  day,  and  I  signed  bail-bonds  for  4000  dollars  to  that  effect. 

In  the  course  of  Saturday  night  and  yesterday  I  took  legal  advice  on  the  best 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  the  result  has  been  the  issuing  of  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  claiming,  before  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  (whence  the  writs  at  the  suit  of  the  four  seamen  have  issued,) 
a  reduction  of  the  amount  of  bail  required,  on  the  ground  of  the  damages  laid 
being  excessive.  Until  this  question  of  the  amount  of  bail  is  definitively  settled 
by  the  judge,  the  deputy-sheriff  has  consented  to  allow  Mr.  Jackson  to  remain 
at  liberty  on  my  security,  be  appearing  at  the  dieriff's  office  from  day  to  day. 
When  the  amount  of  bail  is  decided  on,  he  must  be  committed,  unless  satisfiurtory 
bail  can  be  procured^  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  individuals  here  will  be 
voluntarily  forthcoming  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  mean  time,  1  learn  by  the  papers  this  ttormng,  (hat  a  second  vessel,  the 
'*  Seamewy'  belonging  to  the  same  owners  as  the  •'  Tsgri^/'  Messrs.  BrodkhoMe 
and  Hunt,  of  Salem,  ^ho  have  assuredly  been  the  instigators  of  this  vexatioas 
proceeding  against  Mr.  Jackson,)  has  be^Ei  seized  on  the  coast  of  Afirica  by  a 
British  cruiser,  and  sent  to  St.  Helena. 
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Second  Efiolosure  in  N04  253. 
Mr.  Consul  GraUan  to  Mr.  Foa^. 

Her  Majesty^ s  Consulate,  Boston, 
Sir,  January  23,  1841. 

I  HAVE  not  yet  received  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  my  letter 
of  December  31,  enclosing  Lieutenant  Matson's,  but  I  hope  that  it,  as  well  as  my 
second  letter  on  the  same  subject,  the  affair  of  the  ^^  Tigris^'  dated  the  18th 
instant,  safely  reached  you. 

On  Thursday  last,  the  21st,  Mr.  Jackson  was  brought  before  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  on  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  was,  while  the  case  was 
argued,  arrested  by  the  Deputy  Sheriff  on  four  additional  writs  for  actions  of 
trespass,  at  the  suit  of  the  captain  (damages  laid  at  5000  dollars),  the  mate 
(dMnages  laid  at  2000  dollars),  and  two  more  of  the  seamen  (damages  laid  at 
1000  doUars  each),  making  altogether  eight  suits,  and  a  total  amount  of  13,000  - 
dollars  damages. 

Seeing  the  importance  of  the  eaM,  I  bod  previously  engaged  the  Attorney* 
General  of  the  State,  Mr.  Austin,  to  assist  Mr.  Hillard  (the  counsel  employed  by 
Mr.  Jackson)  in  aiding  the  case ;  having  previously  expressed  my  opinion  to 
the  United  States'  District  Attorney,  Mr.  Mills,  that  he  was  called  upon  to  claim 
the  protection  of  the  Court  for  Mr.  Jackson,  on  the  ground  of  his  being  detained 
here,  soMy  for  the  purpose  of  his  giving  his  testimony  as  a  witness,  bound  over 
in  bis  own  recognizance  on  the  part  of  the  United  States*  Government  in  the 
criminal  prosecution  instituted  by  Mr.  Mills  against  the  master  and  mate  of  the 
*^  Tigfis^*  and  entitled  to  the  usual  amount  per  diem  paid  to  witnesses.  Mr. 
MiHsi,  however,  declined,  not  having,  he  said,  yet  received  any  answer  to  hia 
co«BNmicalJon  to  the  Attorney-General  at  Washington,  relative  to  the  previous 
jNToceedii^s,  or  isstnictioiMi  for  his  further  conduct. 

The  aidosed  report  from  the  '^  Morning  Post "  of  yerterday  gives  an  abstract  of 
the  {Hooeedings  before  the  Judges,  but  does  not  do  justice  to  the  forcible  (and  it 
seeHied  to  almost  every  one  convincing)  reasoning  of  the  Attomey^General  while 
demanding  the  disduucge  of  Mr.  Jackson. 

I  may  dso  mention  that  I  particularly  guanded  against  any  misconception  of 
the  ttotivea  for  my  heooming  personally  responsible  for  Mr.  Jackson's  appear- 
ance yesterday,  when  the  dee^ioA  of  the  Court  as  to  the  amount  of  bail  was  to 
be  given.  I  stated  that  I  did  so  merdy  in  my  individual  capacity  to  prevent 
Mr.  Jackson  being  sent  to  gaol,  but  explained  that  the  British  Government  were 
not  to  be  considcued  in  any  way  compromised  in  this  transaction,  which,  as  far  as 
I  imdetstand  it,  is  as  yet  an  affiur  entirely  between  lieutenant  Matson,  com- 
mander of  the  *^  Waterwitcfa,"  the  United  States'  Government,  and  the  owners  of 
the  *^  Tigris:* 

The  decision  of  the  Court  was  yesterday  morning  pronounced  by  Chief  Justice 
l%aw.  It  was  that  Mr.  Jacksoo's  claim  for  protection  as  a  witness  was  refused ; 
and  that  he  was  held  to  bail  in  two  sureties,  each  for  the  gross  amount  of  2500 
doUars;  that  is  to  say,  4000  on  the  demand  of  the  captain,  700  on  that  of  the 
mate,  and  300  each  on  that  of  the  six  sailors. 

I  may  add  that  this  deciaon  ^ve  great  surprise  to  many  of  the  most  respect- 
able members  of  the  bar,  and  to  the  citieens  of  Boston  generally.  A  strong 
feeling  of  S3rmpathy  is  excited  for  Mr.  Jackson.  Several  gentlemen  came  forward 
to  become  bidl  iat  him,  and  four  signed  the  bail-bonds  for  his  appearance  to 
aBSwer  the  deciskm  of  the  jury  before  whom  the  actions  for  damages  may  be 
tmd. 

You  will  perceive  the  aituatioii  in  which  Mr.  Jackson  stands,  and  his  daima 
for  countenance  and  protection  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  He  has, 
as  far  as  I  can  maioe  mysdlf  acquainted  with  the  facts,  conducted  himself  through- 
out in  the  most  creditable  manner,  and  is  deserving  of  the  strongest  recom* 
nendations. 

The  question  of  the  libd  i^ainst  the  '*  Tigris"  will  be  argued  before  Judge 
Davis  in  the  District  Court  on  Monday  next,  the  26th  instant,  and  Mr.  Jackson 
wiU  now  probaUy  be  adviaed  to  prosecute  the  sailor  who  violently  and  treache^ 
rootly  assaulted  and  nearly  killed  him,  by  a  blow  on  his  head  from  behind,  during 
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the  voyage  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  Salem.  It  may  be  remarked,  that  when 
Mr.  Matson  placed  Mr.  Jackson  and  his  men  on  board  the  "  Tigris  **  to  navigate 
her  to  this  port,  he  did  not  allow  them  to  take  any  arms  whatever,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Mr.  Jackson *s  sword. 

I  will  inform  you  of  the  result  of  the  argument  on  Monday  next 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  C.  GRATTAN. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq., 

8fc. '       8fc. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 

Extract  from  the  Boston''  Morning  Post''  of  January  21,  1841. 

The  "  Tigris  "  Affair. — Habeas  Corpus. 

At  twelve  o'clock  yesterday.  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  and  Judges  Putnam  and 
Dewey,  met  in  the  Supreme  Court  Lobby,  to  hear  the  counsel  on  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  behalf  of  Midshipman  Jackson,  prize-master  of  the  Salem  brig 
*•  Tigris,''  and  held  to  bail  on  civil  suits  for  trespass  and  false  imprisonment  by 
four  of  the  crew  of  the  *'  Tigris,*'  and  also  on  similar  suits  brought  by  Captain 
Frye  of  the  ''  Tigris,"  for  5000  dollars,  and  Mr.  Burnbam,  mate,  for  2000 
dollars.  The  whole  amount  of  bail  demanded  is  13,000  dollars.  Counsel  for 
Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Austin,  Attorney-General,  and  Mr.  Hillard  ;  for  the  respond- 
ents to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  Messrs.  Ward,  of  Danvers,  and  Perkins,  of 
Salem. 

Mr.  Hillard  opened  the  argument  by  stating,  in  the  first  place,  that  Mn  Jack« 
son,  in  acting  under  the  orders  of  his  superior  officer.  Lieutenant  Matson,  whom 
he  was  bound  to  obey,  was  not  responsible,  even  if  a  trespass  had  been  committed 
upon  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  "  Tigris,'*  but  that  the  British  Government 
was  responsible.  Secondly,  that  the  plaintiffs  could  have  suffered  no  pecuniary 
loss  by  having  been  brought  back  to  Salem,  as  there  was  no  authority  to  show 
that  they  were  not  fully  entitled  to  their  wages  for  the  whole  voyage.  Thirdly, 
if  they  should  ultimately  make  it  appear  that  (hey  could  not  recover  wages,  their 
loss  could  not  possibly  be  a  tenth  part  of  the  damages  alleged — lOCK)  dollars 
a-piece — and  therefore  the  bail  demanded  was  excessive,  and  such  as  it  was  not  to 
be  supposed  could  be  furnished  by  a  young  officer  of  the  rank  of  a  midshipman^ 
whose  pay  is  only  32/.  per  annum,  and  who  is  an  entire  stranger  in  this  country ; 
and  fourthly,  that  Mr.  Jackson  is  now  a  resident  in  this  State,  under  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  United  States'  Court,  as  a  witness,  under  recognizance  to  appear 
at  the  next  circuit  against  Captain  Frye  and  mate,  on  a  criminal  prosecution. 
Further  than  this,  a  libel  had  been  filed  against  the  •*  Tigris"  as  a. lawful  prii^ 
and  a  monition  had  issued,  requiring  the  owners  to  appear  at  the  District  Couit, 
to  show  cause,  if  any,  why  process  on  the  libel  should  not  issue ;  and  that  at  the 
hearing  on  said  monition,  Mr.  Jackson  must  necessarily  be  a  witness. 

Mn  Ward,  in  reply,  said  that  the  plaintiffs  had  suffered  great  hardships,  the 
sailors  had  been  seized  by  a  boarding  officer  and  armed  force,  and  imprisoned 
on  board  the  ''  Waterwitch "  ten  days,  before  they  were  placed  under  the 
custody  of  Mr.  Jackson,  who  had  still  further  kept  them  prisoners  on  board  of 
their  own  vessel  for  80  days,  till  their  arrival  at  Salem,  when  they  were  per- 
mitted to  go  at  large.  They  were,  therefore,  entitled  to  redress,  beyond  tho 
mere  measure  of  wages  which  may  have  occurred.  He  said  he  would  admit* 
however,  that  some  reduction  of  bail  on  their  actions  might  be  made.  Not  so, 
however,  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  who  had,  beside  imprisonment,  in  the  nature 
of  restraint,  suffered  indignity  by  being  deposed  of  their  lawful  rank  and  au* 
thority  on  board  of  their  own  vessel.  They  had  also  lost  the  beniefit  of  com- 
mercial adventures  in  which  they  had  lawfully  engaged  on  the  coast.  The 
captain  had  advanced  3500  dollars  to  traders  there  for  their  produce,  which 
Lieutenant  Matson  would  not  allow  him  to  wait  and  receive,  nor  even  allow  him 
to  go  on  shore  to  make  arrangements  for  the  security  of  the  property  engage4» 
and  cause  it  to  be  shipped  to  him  in  some  other  vessel  He  had  only  an  oppor- 
tunity to  leave  some  written  directions  for  the  captain  of  the  **  Seamew,"  who 
was  expected  to  touch  at  Ambrise,  and  might  have  an  opportunity  to  look  after 
the  property  he  had  contracted  for ;  but  by  the  last  news  from  Africa,  it  appeared 


Digitized  by 


Google 


uNrrEa>  states.  197 

that  the  ^  Seamew''  bad  been  sdzed  and  taken  into  Sierra  Leone  by  a  British 
cruiser.  True^  she  had  been  discharged,  but  it  was  not  likely  that  she  pro* 
ceeded  thence  to  Ambrise,  but  in  all  probability  made  sail  for  the  United  Slates. 
It  was,  therefore,  perfectly  clear  that  Captain  Frye  was  exposed  to  a  severe 
pecuniary  loss  by  the  seizure  of  the  ^^  Tigri^^'  and  arrest  of  himself.  The  mate, 
too,  had  tm  adventure  to  the  amount  of  300  dollars,  on  which  he  might  reasonably 
calculate  upon  realizing  a  great  profit,  but  which  be  was  not  allowed  to  take  on 
board. 

With  regard  to  the  responsibility  of  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Ward  maintained  that 
the  seizure  was  illegal^  and  therefore  a  trespass  by  Lieutenant  Matson ;  and 
that  Mr.  Jackson,  who  acted  under  his  orders,  was  liable  in  the  same  manner  as 
a  deputy-sheriff  who  makes  a  seizure  upon  the  authority  of  the  sheriff.  If  Lieu<- 
tenant  Matson  were  here,  the  plaintiff  would  look  to  him  and  not  to  Mr.  Jackson 
for  damages;  but  as  it  was,  they  were  justified  in  holding  him  as  the  only  one  of 
the  co-trespassers  within  the  reach  of  civil  process.  If  the  suits  prevailed  against 
Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Ward  said  he  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  honour  of  the 
other  British  officers  interested  with  him,  to  suppose  that  they  would  allow  him 
to  suffer  the  whole  consequences  of  the  seizure.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
British  Government  would  allow  him  to  be  a  sufferer,  through  the  wrong  acts  of 
his  commander^  whose  orders  he  had  obeyed.  Mr.  Ward  reiterated  that  the 
plaintiffs  were  compelled  by  the  necessity  of  the  case  to  proceed  against  Mr, 
Jaickson,  for  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  go  to  England  and  prosecute  lieutenant 
Matson. 

Upon  the  question  of  protection  as  a  witness,  Mr.  Ward  said  he  had  great 
doubts  whether  Mr.  Jackson  came  within  the  rule.  When  he  was  arrested  he 
was  here  voluntarily,  waiting  for  the  furtherance  of  his  own  interest  in  the  con- 
demnation of  the  "  Tigru,"  at  the  suit  of  Lieutenant  Matson,  and  that  he  would 
be  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  prize-money ;  and  beyond  this  he  had  received  no 
writ  of  protection  from  any  Cdurt  as  a  witness,  agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  * 
Kerised  Statutes,  or  even  if  he  were  a  witness,  he  was  only  held  on  his  own 
recognizance,  and  therefore  it  was  entirely  voluntary  on  his  own  part  if  he 
remained  here.  He  might  have  returned  to  England  in  the  British  steamer  on 
the  2nd  of  January  if  he  saw  fit;  but  he  concluded  it  would  be  for  his  interest 
to  remain  and  await  the  result  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  reference  to  the 
whole  matter. 

Chief-Justice  Shaw  and  Judge  Dewey  incidentally  remarked  that  the  fact  of 
being  a  witness  could  be  proved  otherwise  than  by  a  writ  of  protection.  The 
protection  was  only  an  instrument  to  be  exhibited  to  an  officer  by  a  party  against 
whom  he  might  hold  process,  and  the  exhibition  of  such  protection  would  be  a 
sufficient  protection  lo  the  officer  against  a  suit  for  omitting  to  arrest  such  party. 
Beyond  this  the  writ  had  no  force ;  and  it  was  competent  lor  a  witness  to  prove 
the  same  in  bar  of  an  arrest  in  various  other  ways.  If  a  person  should  obtain 
a  writ  of  protection  which  he  was  not  entitled  to,  it  would  not  avail  him  if  it 
could  be  proved. 

Mr.  Austin,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Ward,  said  that  there  could  be  no  pretence 
for  vindictive  damages  in  the  case,  even  if  a  technical  trespass  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  therefore  the  bail,  if  any,  should  only  be  nominal.  If  the  "  Tigris'^ 
had  been  unlawfully  seized  by  a  British  cruiser,  the  United  States'  Government 
was  the  proper  authority  to  seek  redress  of  the  British  Government ;  and  such 
American  citizens  as  had  been  injured  by  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Matson 
would  have  just  claims  upon  the  United  States  for  indemnity.  Utterly  unlike 
the  case  of  M'Leod  in  New  York,  the  case  of  the  '*  Tigris'  was  entirely  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Court.  Mr.  Jackson  had  brought  with  him  his 
written  orders  from  his  superior  officer,  who  again  was  to  be  presumed  to  be  act- 
ing under  the  orders  of  his  Government.  The  '*  Tigris'  had  been  seized  and 
sent  to  the  United  States  upon  the  suspicion  that  she  had  been  engaged  in  the 
Slave  Trade,  an  inhuman  traffic  which  the  United  States  had  pledged  its  faith 
to  endeavour  to  abolish,  and  passed  solemn  laws  against,  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  engaging  in  it  Under  that  law  (statute  1800)  Mr.  Jackson  wa$ 
dent  to  this  country,  as  an  agent,  to  assist  the  United  States'  Government  to 
break  up  the  nefarious  trade;  and  he  would  have  been  ^  fool,  and  unworthy  of 
his  commission  and  the  respect  of  all  men,  if  he  had  returned  to  his  vessel  on 
the  coast  of  Africa  or  to  England,  and  ran  the  risk  of  not  arriving  in  the  United 
States  in  time  to  be  a  witness  in  the  Circuit  Court  in  May  next« 
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Mr.  Austin  cited  a  few  aatborities — ^Pfaillips»  Dallas,  and  Tmn  RqMrts — to 
show  the  extent  of  protection  given  to  witnesses  against  arrest  on  civil  pro- 
cesses  ;  and  concluded  by  stating,  that  if  Mr.  Jackson  bad  not  entered  inte 
recognizance  before  Judge  Davis,  on  the  criminal  complaint  against  Captain 
Frye  and  mate,  the  Judge  would  have  the  power  to  keep  him  ingcM^  till  the  trkd 
in  May.  He  concluded  by  statin]^  that  tlie  plaintiffs  might  proceed  on  their  sntt 
and  recover  judgment  against  Mr.  Jackson  without  hokiing  him  to  bail,  without 
suffering  any  loss,  for,  if  they  recovered  ever  so  large  an  amount  of  damages 
against  him  personally,  he  had  no  property  to  answer  the  Judgment. 

Chief-Justice  Shaw  said,  if  the  case  could  be  left  in  the  same  position  as  it 
then  stood,  (that  is,  if  Mr.  Deputy-Sheriff  Coburn  were  content  to  take  Mr. 
Grattan  as  responsible  for  the  13,000  dollars  for  Mr.  Jackson's  appearance),  fait 
colleagues  and  himself  would  prefer  to  postpone  the  decision  till  tfaos  morning. 

This  suggestion  was  adopted  by  consent  of  all  parties  ;  Mr.  Grattan  wishing 
to  be  understood  as  acting  in  his  individual,  and  not  in  hb  official,  capacity* 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Consul  Grattan 

(Extract.)  Washington^  January  26,  1841. 

Being  much  engaged  with  other  correspondence,  I  shall  do  no  more 
at  this  moment  than  thank  you  for  your  three  communications  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  ship  *•  Tigrisy'  which  I  have  duly  received ;  the  last  dated  the 
23rd  instant.  You  appear  to  me  to  have  acted  quite  properly  and  judiciously 
in  tbe  busiiies8.  In  a  few  days'  time  I  shall  address  you  sonoe  further  ob- 
servations inrdation  to  tbe  proceedings  at  law  instituted  against  Mr.  Jackson. 
In  the  mean  time  you  will  of  course  not  fail  to  transmit  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  at  home,  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  a  detailed  account  of  all 
that  has  occurred ;  and  I  should  recommend  that  Mr.  Jackson  should  address 
the  same  without  delay  to  the  department  of  tlie  Admiralty. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 

Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate^  Boston^ 
(Extract)  January  29,  1841. 

I  WAS  this  day  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  26th  instant,  and  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  your  promised  communication  on  this  affair  of 
Mr.  Jackson  and  the  '*  Tigris^'  which  every  day  becomes  more  intricate,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  more  important 

The  aigumente  for  and  against  the  filing  of  the  libcj,  and  the  consequent 
issuing  of  process,  or  a  refusal  to  issue  it  by  the  District  Court,  have  occupied 
four  days  during  tiiis  week.  A  wide  field  of  discussion  has  been  entered  on 
on  cfuestioQs  of  international  law,  personal  responsibility,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  the  l^slative  enactments  agsUnst  the  Slave  Trade  by  Congress.  I 
greatly  regret  that  those  proceedings  before  Judge  Davis  have  not  been  re- 
ported in  any  of  tlie  papers,  for  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  a  satisfatc- 
tory  abstract  of  tiiem.  1  have  constantly  attended  in  Court,  and  taken  care 
that  there  should  be  no  mistake  or  misstatement  as  to  the  position  of  the 
British  Gk)Temment,  or  the  honour  and  interests  of  Her  Majesty's  officers 
and  seamen  in  this  matter. 

The  immediate  questions  on  which  Judge  Davis  is  to  pronounce  his  deci- 
eion  on  Tuesday  next,  the  2nd  of  February,  are : — 

First  Shall  Mr.  Matson  (represented  by  Mr.  Jackson)  be  allowed  to  file 
libel  agunst  tlie  vessel  and  cargo  ? 

Secondly.  In  case  he  be  allowed  to  file  the  libel^  shall  he  be  obliged  io 
stipulate  (the  technical  phrase  for  finding  security)  for  the  respondents  costs, 
which  be  would  be  liable  to  pay,  in  case  of  ultimate  failure  of  the  proceedings 
instituted  against  the  **  Tigris*"  and  her  cargo  ? 

Thirdly.    Shall  he  be  obliged  to  stipulate  for  damages,  to  be  proceeded  for 
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hj  the  respoD^ttts  (Messrs.  Brookbouse  and  Hunt),  in  case  of  failure  of  the 
proceedings  instituted  against  the  vessd  and  cargo  ? 

Most  strenuous  arguments  have  been  put  forward  against  the  first  of  those 
propositions,  and  in  favour  of  the  latter  two,  by  Messrs.  Choate  and  Perkins, 
counsel  for  the  owners. 

The  Attorney-General  (Mr.  Austin)  and  Mr.  Hillard  have  ably  and  elo- 
quently pleaded  in  an  opposite  sense  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Matson,  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  "  Waterwitch." 

I  cannot  anticipate  the  decision  of  the  Court ;  but  I  presume  it  probable 
that  Judge  Davis  will  allow  the  libel  to  be  filed,  requiring  Mr.  Jackson  to 
stipulate  for  the  respondents'  costs,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  proceedinga 
against  them,  and  which  may  amount  to  500  dollars,  more  or  less. 

To  grant  the  respondents'  demand  that  the  infonner  should  stipulate  for 
damages,  unascertained  and  scarcely  to  be  calculated  with  anything  like  pre- 
cisiOfi,  would  be  to  quash  the  proceedings  altogether.  Messrs.  Brookbouse 
and  Hunt  would,  no  doubt,  lay  their  damages  at  an  excessive  amount,  30,000 
or  40,000  dollars  perhaps ;  and  Mr.  Jackson  could  not  possibly  find  sureties 
here  to  that  amount  for  this  object ;  gentlemen  who  gave  bail  for  his  per- 
sonal appearance,  feelmg  that  it  would  have  been  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of 
Boston  had  he  been  allowed  to  go  to  prison  on  the  actions  so  shamefully 
brought  against  him,  could  not  be  expected  to  come  forward  on  this  question 
of  liability  to  damages  claimed  by  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  as  a  consequence 
of  the  libel  against  her  being  filed. 

I  enclose  you  an  extract  from  a  newq>aper  which  was  pubBshed  with  the 
authority  of  Judge  Putnam,  and  which  bears  out  the  opinion  I  gave  in  my 
Letter  of  the  23rd  on  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Mr.  Jackson's 
case. 

1  forward  a  detailed  account  of  this  affair  to  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  Mr.  Jackson  reports  the  proceedings  to  the  Admiralty. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 
Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Mr.  Fox. 


Her  Majesty's  Consulate^  Boston^ 
Sir,  February  3,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  report  of  the  decision  pronounced  by 
Judge  Davis  in  the  District  Court  yesterday,  on  the  questions  arising  out  of 
the  filing  of  the  libel  against  the  "  Tigris,''  the  particulars  of  which  were 
detailed  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  January. 

Tou  will  perceive  that  the  judge  not  only  requires  an  immediate  stipulation 
for  one  thousand  dollars,  but  reserves  to  himself  the  right  of  hereafter  insisting 
on  a  further  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  libellant,  in  case  new  cause  should 
appear  for  damages  being  demanded  to  a  larger  amount. 

This  is,  in  fact,  admitting  the  right  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  to  insist  on 
security  for  whatever  damages  they  can  prove  themselves  to  have  sustained. 
Now  there  is  no  question  but  that  they  have  sustained  loss  to  a  very  much 
lai^r  amount  than  one  thousand  dollars^  let  the  present  proceedings  turn  out 
as  they  may.  And  if  it  be  ultimately  decided  that  the  seizure  was  a  trespass^ 
and  that  the  measure  will  not  be  sustained  by  the  United  StaW  Government^ 
considerable  damages  would  certainly  be  awarded  to  the  owners.  It  is,  there- 
fore, not  to  be  expected  that  Mr.  Jackson  can  find  sureties  to  meet  such  a  con- 
tingency ;  and,  as  I  intimated  in  my  last  letter,  the  proceedings  against  the 
*^  Tigris  "  may  be  looked  upon  as  quashed,  and  the  seizors  left  exposed  to  the 
vindictive  attacks  of  the  owners,  unless  the  United  States'  Government  inter- 
poses to  give  a  new  colour  to  the  afiair. 

Mr.  Mills  told  me  yesterday  that  he  was  still  withput  any  communication  from 
Washington,  and  I  scarcely  hope  that  he  will  receive  directions  to  interfere  fiir- 
ther  before  Friday  next,  the  6th,  on  which  day  the  libel  will  be  discharged,  in 
default  of  Mr.  Jackson  finding  the  required  sureties. 

I  will  only  further  observe,  that  even  if  the  libel  be  discharged  from  that  cause, 
it  is  still  open  to  the  United  States*  Government  to  file  another  cause.  And 
riiouM  the  cai^  be  made  away  with  in  the  mean  time^  the  vessel  is  still  there 

Google 


Digitized  by' 


200  UNITED  STATES. 

to  afford  some  compensation  to  the  seizors  in  the  event  of  a  forfeiture,  of  ^vhich 
there  can  be  little  reasonable  doubt  should  a  prosecution  go  on. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)       '     T.  C.  GRATTAN. 
H.  S.  Fox,  Esq., 
8fC4        SfC4 


Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  253, 
Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Sir,  fFashington,  February  5,  1842. 

The  case  of  the  American  vessel  "  Tigris,'*  recently  carried  into  the  port 
of  Boston,  in  Massachusetts,  in  the  care  of  a  mitish  officer  and  prize  crew,  and 
there  delivered  over  to  the  judicial  authorities  of  the  United  States,  upoa  a 
charge  of  having  been  engaged  in  the  illicit  traffic  of  slaves  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  has,  I  believe,  been  duly  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  United 
States'  Government  by  the  district  attorney  of  the  port  of  Boston.  I  have  now 
received  from  Mr.  Grattan,  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Boston,  the  following 
information.  It  appears  that  the  district  attorney,  Mr.  Mills,  acting  in  the  case 
for  the  United  States,  did,  at  the  commencement  of  the  business,  legally  bind 
over  Mr.  Jackson,  the  British  officer  in  charge,  to  appear  as  witness  in  the 
criminal  prosecution  of  the  master  and  mate  of  the  "  Tigris,''  for  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  thus  sanctioning  a  primd  facie  case  against  the 
''  Tigris,*'  and  inducing  and  authorizing  Mr.  JacKson  to  file,  as  he  has  done,  a 
libel  against  the  vessel  and  cargo.  But  Mr.  Mills  has  since  desisted  from  all 
further  co-operation  in  the  prosecution,  having  both  refused  the  request  of  the 
Consul  that  he  should  claim  the  protection  of  the  Court  for  his  own  witness, 
Mr.  Jackson,  when  arrested  at  the  suit  of  the  very  parties  he  was  bound  over  to 
prosecute,  and  having  since  declined  to  take  any  part  in  the  civil  suit,  that  is  to 
say,  in  filing  a  libel  against  the  vessel  and  cargo.  Her  Majesty's  Consul,  and  the 
legal  counsel  employed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  are  apprehensive  that  this  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  for  which  they  are  unable 
to  account,  will  risk  the  failure  of  the  ends  of  justice,  and  the  loss  of  the  civil 
action,  which  is  instituted  equally  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  as  for  that 
of  the  captors  and  informers.  One  effect  of  this  want  of  co-operation  has 
already  been,  that  the  owners  of  the  "  Tigris'*  are  endeavouring  to  bind  the  British 
officer,  Mr.  Jackson,  personally  to  give  security,  or,  as  it  is  technically  expressed, 
to  **  stipulate*'  for  damages  to  a  large  amount,  in  the  event  of  the  action  failing ; 
and  this  course,  it  seems,  they  would  not  have  been  able  to  pursue  if  the  district 
attorney  had  duly  borne  his  part  in  forwarding  the  civil  prosecution. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  be  accurately  acquainted  with  all  the  legal  points  and  con- 
siderations involved  in  the  question ;  but  as  a  just  and  full  execution  of  the 
existing  laws  against  the  Slave  Trade  must  be  the  object  of  all  parties,  I  hope 
that  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  United  States'  Government,  upon  a  due 
examination  of  the  matter,  to  give  such  instructions  to  the  district  attorney  at 
Boston  as  may  cause  him  to  lend  a  more  effectual  aid  in  the  prosecution. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  S.  FOX. 

The  Hon.  J.  Forsyth, 
8fc.    Sfc.    Sfc. 

Eighth  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 

Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate,  Boston, 
(Extract)  February  12,  1841. 

The  libel  against  the  *^  Tigris'^  was  finally  discharged  on  Saturday^  the  6th, 
but,  in  order  to  gain  a  little  more  time  to  allow  the  United  States*  Government 
to  act  in  the  affair,  notice  was  that  day  given  in  court  by  counsel  that  an  appeal 
against  the  decision  might  probably  be  lodged ;  and,  on  that  plea,  time  was 
granted  until  this  day  before  the  proceedings  would  be  altogether  at  an  end. 
The  captain  and  mate  of  the  *•  Tigris  '*  were  held  to  bail  by  Judge  Davis  in 
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th6  District  Court,  for  their  appearance  on  a  criminal  cbargej  in  the  amount  of 
3000  dollars  the  first  and  1500  dollars  the  second.  Mr.  Jackson  was  held  to 
bail  by  the  Supreme  Court  ott  a  charge  of  trespass,  which  the  Chief- Justice 
[Shaw]  said  could  be  but  a  technical  one,  at  the  suit  of  the  same  captain  for 
4000  dollars,  at  that  of  the  mate  for  700  dollars,  and  at  the  suit  of  six  seaman  fbjr 
600  dollars  each,  amounting  in  all  to  6500  dollars. 


Ninth  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 
Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Consul  Grattan. 


.(Extract,)  TFashington,  February  15,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  the  United  States'  Government  upon  the  subject  of  the  conduct  of 
their  District  Attorney  at  Boston,  in  the  aflFair  of  the  American  ship  *'  Tigris^* 
in  declining  toco-operate  with  the  captors  in  filing  a  libel  against  the  vessel  and 
cargo.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr.  Forsyth's  reply.  It  would  appear  from 
Mr.  Forsyth's  letter  that  the  District  Attorney  had  made  hitherto  no  report  to 
his  Government  upon  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  "  Tigris j'  and  that  the 
United  States'  Government  will  now  wait  for  a  reply  to  communications  w^ich 
they  address  to  the  District  Attorney,  before  giving  a  definitive  answer  to  my 
application.  I  think  you  will  do  weU  to  have  some  further  communication  with 
the  District  Attorney ;  for  if  he  can  be  induced  to  recommend  to  his  Government 
the  course  which  we  desire  for  the  due  ends  of  justice  should  be  followed,  and 
that  the  United  States*  Government  should  think  fit  to  instruct  him  accordingly, 
it  is  not,  perhaps,  yet  too  late  to  rectify  the  neglect  that  has  been  committed. 


Tenth  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 


Department  qfState,  ff^ashington. 
Sir,  February  10,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th 
.  instant,  on  the  subject  of  certain  proceedings  connected  with  the  case  of  the 
American  vessel  •*  Tigris^'  recently  carried  into  the  port  of  Boston,  in  the  care, 
as  you  state,  of  a  British  officer  and  prize  crew.  No  mformation  relating  thereto 
having  been  communicated  to  this  department,  a  definitive  reply  cannot  be  given 
to  your  letter  until  all  the  facts  have  been  obtained  from  the  United  States* 
Attorney  in  Boston,  who  will  be  written  to  immediately  to  transmit  them.  In 
the  mean  time  it  is  presumed  that,  in  an  event  so  extraordinary  as  that  of  a  vessel 
acknowledged  to  be  American  brought  into  an  American  port  in  the  care  of  a 
British  officer  and  prize  crew,  any  failure  to  act  by  the  District  Attorney  must 
have  been  occasioned  by  an  opinion  that  his  official  interference  was  not  re- 
quired by  the  obligations  of  his  public  duty. 

I  avail  occ 
(Signed)    '       JOHN  FORSYTH. 
H.  8.  FoXf  Esq., 
Sfc.      Sfc. 

Eleventh  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  State,  PFiashington, 
Sir,  March  1,  184L 

By  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  I  have  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mills,  the  United  States' 
Attorney  for  the  District  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of  the  "  Tigris,''  an 
American  vessel,  brought  into  the  port  of  Salem,  under  chai^  of  a  British 
officer  and  prize-crew ;  and  to  inform  you  that  the  explanation  of  the  attorney 
is  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Prei^ent*  You  will  also  receive  herewith  the 
Class  D.  2  D  j 
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^copy  cf  a  letter  firom  the  commander  of  Her  Brifaumic  Mi^aty 's  \^rig  ^  Water- 
witdi/'  which  was  delivered  to  Mr,  Mills  in  Boston.  T4ie  PresidleRt  has  -seeii 
firom  it,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  Commander  Matseo,  cf  tlie  '' Watervritch,*' 
lias  acted  in  this  matter  without  ingtmctioos  firom  tiis  Oo^^vrmnent,  and  up«ii  bis 
own  responsibility  only.  With  dae  coonderation  lor  the  mdti^^es  alleg^  for  Has 
extraordinary  interference  with  an  American  i^essd  foy  a  Biitish  sbiy  m  mm,  it  as 
considered  by  thePresident  his  indispensable  duty  to  call,  through  you,the  attention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  this  act  of  Commander  Matson,  that  it  may  be 
visited  with  such  distinct  reprehension  as  to  prevent  fhe  repetition  of  a  similar 
act  by  other  officers  in  Her  Majesty's  service.  The  commanders  of  the  ships  of 
war  of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of  Africa  are  instructed  not  to  molest  any 
foreign  vessels,  and  to  prevent  any  molestation  of  American  vessels  by  the  armed 
vessels  of  any  foreign  nation.  However  strong  and  unchangeable  may  be  the 
determination  of  this  Government  to  punish  any  citizens 'of  the  United  Slates  who 
violate  the  laws  against  the  African  ^ave  Trade,  it  will  laot  'penmt  theeKenme  ^ 
.4toy  authority  by  foreign  armed  vessels  in  the  execntioa  of  these  taws. 

I  avail  myself,  &c. 
•      (Signed)  JOHN  PORSYTH.  ' 

M.  JS.  Fo/v^  Esq., 

£fc.        8fc. 


Twelfth  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 
The  Hon.  J.  MiUs  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 


United  States*  Distrkft  AUffmey'^s  Office^ 
Sir,  Boston^  February  22,  1841. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  a  communication  recently  received  from  the  British  Minister,  in  regard 
to  my  conduct  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  tn  the  case  of  the  American 
vessel  **  Tigris.''     The  facts  in  the  case  are  as  follows  : — 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1840,  I  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  this 
district  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  H.  J.  Matson,  commander  of  Her  Britaoait 
Majesty's  brig  *'  Waterwitch,"  stating  that  he  had  detained  and  sent  t  Boston 
the  American  brig  '^  Tigris.'*  The  original  letter  is  herewith  eaclosed.  The 
,^  Tigris'*  was  brought  into  Salem  by  Midshipman  Jackson,  and  a  prize-crew  of 
eight  men.  I  mad^  a  complaint  against  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig, 
'Chai^g  them  with  having  knowingly  served  on  board  a  vessel  of  the  United 
'States,  employed  in  transporting  slaves  from  one  port  to  another.  On  this  com- 
!plaint  a  warrant  was  issued,  and  the  officers  and  men  brought  befinre  the  District 
Judge  for  examination.  The  Jwlge,  in  the  examination,  discharged  aH  but  the 
master  and  mate  of  the  brig,  who  were  ordered  to  make  their  appearance  at  the 
Circuit  Court,  to  be  held  in  May  next.  The  Judge  also  recogmsed  Mr.  Jackson 
to  aj>pear  as  a  witness  at  the  same.  Here  the  proceedings  against  the  master 
and  mate  rest  till  the  case  is  brought  before  the  Grand  Jury  in  May.  I  have 
but  little  expectation  that  the  evidence  will  be  sufficient  to  convict  them  on  the 
trial,  should  the  Grand  Jury  find  a  Bill. 

In  regard  to  the  brig  and  cargo,  it  was  a  grave  question  whether  I  should 
institute  proceedings  against  them.  The  vessel  was  fitted  out  for  a  regular 
trading  voyage  to  the  eoast  of  Africa ;  and  there  was  not  the  least  ground  of 
suspicion  that  the  owners  iiitended  she  should  be  any  way  concerned  in  the 
transportation  of  slaves.  And  I  was  then,  as  I  am  now,  satisfied,  that  the 
evidence  in  the  case  is  not  sufficient  to  condemn  the  brig,  and  in  all  probability 
would  not  be,  even  if  a  commission  were  sent  to  Africa  to  take  the  deposition 
of  witnesses  there.  With  this  view  of  the  case,  I  did  not  consider  it  my  duty 
to  file  a  libel  against  the  brig  and  cargo.  There  was  another  consideration  that 
probably  bad  some  influence  on  my  mind  in  coming  to  this  conclusion.  It  was 
the  manner  in  which  the  brig  was  seized  and  sent  home.  I  had  serious  doubts 
whether  the  act  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  President ;  and  if  not,  the  filing  of 
the  libel  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  might,  in  some  measure,  embarrass  the 
question. 

I  cannot  say  how  far  my  proceeding  against  the  master  and  mate  operated  upon 
Mr.  Jackson  to  '^  induce  him  to  file  hisiibel ;"  but  I  told  him  immediately  aher 
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tke  exaflnhation^  tfiat  I  AautA  voi  Ubd  the  brigv  md  gwe-  Um  my  reasoni  mi 
abe've  slated.  No  af^icatioo,  however^  was  made  to  me,  eithei  by  Mr.  Jacksofv 
the  Btri^b  €oii8iil,  or  tbeir  Counsel^  to  file  a  Ubdl  till  after  their  libd  was  filed 
iB  Cemt.  Wken  it  was  asceptamed  that  the  ItbeUants  would  be  required  to  sti*- 
pilftt&  fer  costs  and  damagess  they  applied  to  me  to  adopt  tlie  proceedings  to 
relieve  tfeem  frem  that  enbanrassment.  This  I  declined  doing,  and,  as  I  tbiak, 
very  properly.  The  same  request  was  madb  by^  their  Counsel  yesterday ;  to* 
wkich  I  replied  in  writing^  that  I  should  not  file  a  libel  in  the  ease  unless  I  was 
dfareeted  ta  do*  se  by  the  departnient. 

Bfn  Fsfx  Bhiy  compliiins  that  the  District  Attorney  has  refused  to  protect  hia> 
owif  witness.  A  few  days  subsequent  to  the  examination,  before  the  District 
Judge,  Mr.  Jackson  was  arrested  en  sereral  writs  sued  out  firom*  tl^  State  Courts^/ 
in*  bebalf  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  ''  Tigris"  In  the  opinion  of  his  Goonsel, 
tbe^  amount  of  biifl  required  was  excessive  ;  and  they  sued  out  a  writ  of  habeas: 
cerpii9»  also  M;«ffnable  into  the  State  Court  for  the  purpose  of  getting  Jackson 
dfeeharged;  or  At  required  amount  of  bail  reduced  On  the  mormng  previous 
to  the  discussien  of  this  question,  Mr.  Grnttau  called  at  my  office^  and  requested 
me  te^  protect  Mr.  Jackson,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  under  a  recognizance  as  a 
witness.  I  told  him  that,  in  my  opinion,  I  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  business^ 
and  that  if  I  did^  it  would  be  unavailing.  But  I  added,  if  he  or  Mr.  Jacksonfs. 
Coimsel  could  suggest  any  way  in  which  t  could  protect  him,  I  woukUdo  it  witb 
pleasure.  I  afterwards  conversed  with  his  Counsel  upon  the  subject,  and  I 
understood  them  to  concur  with  me  in  the  opinion  I  bad  expressed  to  the  Consul. 
This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  fkcts  in  the  case,  and  I  hope  that  my  conduct  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  department 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  MILLS, 

Ti^  Htm.  X  Fofi^yiK  United  States  Attorney. 

Sfc.        Sfc. 


Thirteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  253. 

Commaudsr  3£atson  to  the  Secretary  or  Registrar  of  either  of  the  Circuit  Courts 

of  the  United  States. 

Her  Britan$Ue  M^esty's  Brig  "  fVaterwitek;\ 
SiBv  off  Angola,  October  19,  1840. 

I  HA¥E  the  hononr  to  inform  you  that  I  have  detained,  and  sent  to  Boston^ 
the  American  brig  "  Tigris^"*  under  the  following  circumstances : — 

Having  received  information  that  she  had  a  negro  slave  boy  on  board  under 
suspicious  eiroumstances)  I  boarded  her  while  at  anchw  off  Ambriz^  on  the  Ttb 
instant,  and  on  my  calling  on  the  mate,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  vessel,  to 
account  fbr  the  boy  being  there,  he  stated  that  be  was  received  at  St.  Thomas 
and  was  going  with  them  to  America ;  the  master  coming  on  board  soon  after^ 
made  the  same*  statement,  and  produced  a  passport,  which  was  evidently  a  fsdse 
document  Finding  that  the  boy  did  not  understand  a  single  word  of  either 
English  or  Porti^ese,  I  disbelieved  the  story,  and  called  on  the  crew,  who  all 
confirmed  the  master's  statement  From  the  Kroomen  I  learned  that  he  had 
lately  been  taken  on  board  at  Benguela ;  and  on  my  asking  the  master  if  that 
were  not  the  ease,  he  boldly  and  confidently  denied  it 

1  then  pkced  an  officer  and  six  nien  on  board  the  *^  Tigris,**  and  proceeded 
to  Stv  Paul  de  Loando  (Angola)  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  boy's  statement 
thnourii  an  interpreter.  His  deposition  was  taken  before  the  Chid' Judge  of  the 
city  of  Loando^  throuffh  the  medium  of  two  sworn  interpreters,  and  in  the  prOi* 
sence  of  several  Britim  and  Portuguese  naval  officers,  an  attested  copy  of  which 
I'  beg  to  enclose  (A)  ;  by  that  it  appears  that  be  is  a  native  of  '^  Guilingues/' 
near  Benguela,  from  whence  he  was  forcibly  taken  by  the  crew  of  the  "  Tigris.'* 
I  then  relumed  to  Ambriz,  and  informed  the  master  that  I  intended  sending  his 
vemA  to  America^  on  which  be  presented  me  the  enclosed  letter  (B) ;  in  conse* 
quenoe  of  which  letter  I  proceeded  to  Benguela,  and  procured  the  deposition  o£ 
JoSo  Maria  de  Sonza  e  Almeida,  as  well  as  attested  copies  of  his  correspondence 
with  Jos6  de  Castro  relative  to  this,  bc^  (Enclo«  C). 
,  By  these  documents  it  appears  that  Castro  sent  a^  Nago  stave  to  B^ytpl^^ 
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in  the  '^  Tigris j"^  at  which  place  he  oow  is»  a  slave  of  Almeida's ;  and  \vhere  he 
is  likely  to  remain.  It  further  appears  that  the  boy  ''  Heme  "  was  being  trans« 
ported  in  the  **  Tigris'"  from  his  own  country  to  St.  Thomas,  in  consequence  of 
his  having  been  sold  to  Castro,  whose  property  he  now  actually  is.  The  reason 
for  this  exchange  or  barter  is  known  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  coast, 
viz.^  that  foreign  slaves  are  of  much  greater  value  than  natives  of  any  neighbour* 
ing  place,  who  cannot  be  trusted  at  large,  and  are  generally  worked  in  c^ins  to 
prevent  their  going  "home"  without  leave,  which  is  impossible  for  those  who  are 
brought  from  a  great  distance.  The  ultimate  fate  of  the  boy  "  Hemfe"  was,  of 
course,  uncertain :  had  he  been  sent  in  the  *'  Tigris  "  to  America,  he  might 
have  been  sold  there,  or  he  might  have  returned  to  St  Thomas;  but  it  is  evident 
that  he  would  never  have  returned  to  his  native  country. 

These,  Sir,  are  my  reasons  for  taking  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  detain* 
ing  the  "  Ti^is  ;^^  but,  in  doing  so,  I  find  myself  placed  in  a  very  delicate  posi- 
tion, not  havmg  any  orders  or  instructions  to  interfere  with  vessels  belonging  to, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  whatever  their  employment  mi^ht  be ;  but  having 
maturely  weighed  the  bearings  of  this  case,  I  fee]  it  a  duty  which  a  British  officer 
owes  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  not  to  allow  a  crime,  which  our 
respective  Governments  have  each  declared  to  be  piracy,  to  pass  unnoticed,  I 
have  therefore  sent  the  vessel  (failing  to  meet  a  cruiser  of  the  United  States) 
to  the  port  from  whence  she  sailed,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  those  laws 
which  have  been  so  glaringly  violated. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  J.  MATSON, 

Lieutenant  and  Commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty* s 
Brig  ''  fFaterwitchr 


No.  254. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  April  16, 1841. 

My  Lord,  {Received  April  17.) 

It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  I  have  the  honour  of  acquainting  your 
Lordship  that  it  has  been  made  my  duty  again  to  invite  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty  s  Government  to  the  subject  of  the  continued  seizure  and  detention  of 
American  vessels  by  British  cruisers  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  express  the  painful 
surprise  with  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  have  learned  that  the* 
repeated  representations  which  have  heretofore  been  made  on  the  subject  have 
not  only  remained  without  effect  in  obtaining  a  favourable  decision,  but  have 
failed  to  receive  the  attention  which  their  importance  merited.  That  a  series  of 
such  open  and  unprovoked  aggressions  as  those  which  have  been  practised  for : 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  by  Her  Majesty's  cruisers,  on  the  vessels  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  and  which  were  made  the  subject  of  complaint, 
would  have  been  permitted  to  have  remained  so  long  undecided,  was  not  to 
have  been  anticipated.  On  the  contrary^  my  Government  had  confidently  ex- 
pected that  the  justice  of  the  demands  which  nad  been  made  would  either  have 
been  acknowledged  or  denied,  or  satisfactory  reasons  for  the  delay  adduced* 
This  was  to  have  been  expected,  not  less  from  the  justice  of  Her  Ms^esty's  Go- 
vernment  than  the  respect  which  was  due  to  that  of  the  United  States.  Her 
Majesty's  Government^  however,  have  not  s^en  fit  to  adopt  this  course,  but  have 
permitted  a  delay  to  take  place  of  so  marked  a  character  as  not  only  to  add 
greatly  to  the  individual  injuries  which  have  been  sustained,  but  to  become 
itself  a  fit  subject  of  complaint*  It  is  in  this  view  that  I  have  been  specially 
instructed  to  make  another  appeal  to  your  Lordship,  and  in  doing  so,  to  accom- 
pany it  with  four  additional  cases  of  seizure  of  American  vessels  on  the  African 
coast,  of  a  character  more  violent  and  aggravated  than  those  which  I  have  before 
had  the  honour  of  presenting  to  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  These- 
are  the  cases  of  the  brig  ^'  Tigris,'^  and  ship  '^  Seamew,''  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  barques  "  Jones,*'  and  **  ^^liam  and  Francis^'  of  New  York. 

For  the  more  clear  and  satisfactory  understanding  of  each  particular  case,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the  documents  which  I  have  received^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UNITED  STATES.  205 

topics  of  which  I  have  now  the  honour  of  transmitting.  These  papers  require 
no  comment  I  shall  therefore  refrain  from  troubling  your  Lordship  with  a  reca* 
pitulation  of  the  details  which  they  contain.  The  only  mquiry  which  I  presume  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make  will  be  this, — whether  the  vessels  were  the  property  of 
American  citizens,  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  were 
Actually  seized  and  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  cruisers.  Now,  of  the  national 
character  of  the  four  vessels,  your  Lordship  will  at  once  perceive  that  the  evidence 
is  conclusive*  They  were  documented  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  property  of  their  citizens^  and  were  under  theprotection  of  the  American 
flag  at  the  time  of  seizure.  In  the  case  of  the  "  TigriSy*'  she  was  not  only 
literally  captured,  but  sent  with  a  prize  crew,  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  the 
United  States,  for  condemnation,  upon  the  alleged  ground  of  having  on  board  an 
African  boy,  whom  Lieutenant  Matson  chose  to  consider  as  sufficient  evidence  of 
her  being  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  and  consequently  liable  to  capture  and 
condemnation.  This  he  admits  in  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  oflBcer  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  under  date  of  the  19th  of  October,  1840,  a 
copy  of  which  will  be  found  amount  the  papers  transmitted.  Now  I  do  not  mean 
to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  right  of  Her  Majesty's  officers  to  enforce  the 
existing  Treaties  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Irade  against  the  vessels  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  high  seas.  The  subject  has  been  too  re- 
peatedly urged  upon  the  consideration  of  your  Lordship  and  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, to  render  a  recapitulation  of  the  arguments  either  necessary  or  proper* 
The  determination  of  the  United  States  has  been  distinctly  announced  that  they 
could  admit  no  cognizance  to  be  taken  by  foreign  ships,  of  those  belonging  to 
their  citizens,  on  £e  ocean,  and  under  their  flag,  either  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  their  papers  were  genuine  or  forged,  or  whether  the  vessels  were 
slavers  or  not.  That  the  admission  of  any  such  pretension  would,  in  effect,  be 
surrendering  the  right  of  search.  This  opinion,  your  Lordship  will  find,  has 
been  repeatedly  made  known  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  not  only  in  the 
communications  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  you,  but  in  those 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Pox,  Her  Majesty's  Minister,  and  which  doubt- 
less were  communicated  by  him  for  the  information  of  his  Government.  It 
becomes  my  duty  therefore  again  distincUy  to  express  to  your  Lordship  the  fixed 
determination  of  my  Government,  that  their  flag  is  to  be  the  safeguard  and  pro- 
tection to  the  persons  and  property  of  its  citizens,  and  all  under  it,  and  that  these 
continued  aggressions  upon  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  can- 
not longer  be  permitted.  Nor  is  there  in  this  course  anything  which  can  justly 
be  considered  as  at  all  in  conflict  with  the  laws  and  policy  of  the  United  States 
on  the  subject  of  the  African  Slave  Trade.  In  prohibiting,  under  the  severest 
penalties,  the  participation  of  their  citizens  and  vessels  in  that  trade,  there  is  no 
pretence  for  the  exercise  of  a  right  of  search  on  the  part  of  foreign  nations.  The 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  is  a  matter  exclusively  for  their  own  ' 
authorities,  and  however  sincere  the  desire  of  their  Government  may  be,  as  in 
truth  it  is,  to  punish  those  of  their  citizens  who  participate  in  the  trade,  it  cannot 
permit  foreign  nations  to  interfere  in  the  enforcement  of  their  penal  laws. 
Yielding,  as  the  United  States  readily  do,  to  other  nations  the  undoubted  and 
full  exercise  of  their  sovereign  rights,  their  own  dignity  and  security  require  the 
vindication  of  their  own.  For  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  the  United 
States  have  adopted  such  measures  as  were  deemed  most  efficacious  and  proper. 
If  they  have  not  been  such  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  wished  to  have  seen  . 
adopted,  it  may  be  cause  for  regret,  but  not  for  intervention.  Each  nation  must 
b&  left  to  judge  for  itself;  each  be  the  ;trbiter  of  its  own  justice.  This,  it  is 
needless  to  remind  your  Lordship,  is  an  ^sential  right  of  sovereignty,  which  no 
independent  nation  will  consent  to  yield  to  another.  It  should  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  in  making  the  Slave  Trade  piracy,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  not  thereby  made  it  an  offence  against  the  law  of  nations,  inasmuch 
as  one  nation  cannot  increase  or  limit  offences  against  the  public  law.  Reluctant  ' 
then  as  the  United  States  must  always  be  to  take  any  course  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  might  have  the  effect  of  throwing  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  total  abolition  of  this  inhuman  and  detestable  traffic,  it  can  never  con- 
sent, even  for  such  a  purpose,  to  allow  foreign  vessels  the  right  of  entering  or 
searching  those  of  the  United  States,  or  violating  the  freedom  of  her  flag. 

I  have  accordingly  been  instructed  to  bring  this  subject  again  under  your 
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Lordship's  notice,  and  to  express  the  confident  expectation  of  my  Govemmenft 
that  these  outrages  upon  the  vessels  and  property  of  its  citizens^  by  Her  Ma* 
jesty's  naval  officers,  will  not  only  be  disavowed  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment^  and  the  individuals  concerned  in  their  perpetrati<m  pumsbed,  but  that 
ample  redress  for  the  injuries  sustained  will  be  made  with  as  little  delay  aer 
possible.  In  making  this  appeal,  I  need  not  again  remind  your  Lordship  of 
tiie  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  many  of  these  cases  were  presented, 
or  how  repeatedly  and  earnestly  Uiey  have  been  pressed  upon  the  considers^ 
tion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  It  must  now  be  apjiipent,  that  neillier' 
the  dignity  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States^  nor  the  duty  which  it 
owes  its  citizens,  can  justify  any  further  delay  in  their  final  disposition. 
Indeed,  such  continued  and  unprovoked  aggressions  npon  the  rights^  and  per- 
sons of  American  citizens,  so  contrary  to  every  principle  of  common  justice 
and  rights  and  in  violation  of  all  the  principles  of  public  law,  is  becoming  a 
matter  of  so  much  importance  as  to  mvolve  considerations  of  the  deepest 
interest  to  both  Governments,  and  cannot  fail,  if  longer  delayed,  to  interrupt 
the  amicable  relations  of  two  countries^  which  it  is  so  much  the  desire  and 
interest  of  both  Governments  to  cultivate  and  preserve. 

I  pray  your  Lordship  to  accept  assurances  of  the  distinguished  consideratioii 
whk  which 

1  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  STEVENSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Vise^vmt  Pblmer^tm,  G.C.R, 
^e.  ife.  Sre. 


lAst  ^fDacumenU  tran4a»Uted  with  Mr.  StevenMn^  NeU  to  Lord  PalmerMtany 

dated  April  16,  1841. 

1.  Copy  of  Memorial  addressed  by  Robert  Bkt>okhouse  and  William  Hunt, 
owners  of  the  ^  Tigris"  and  the  *^  Seamew^''  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  detail- 
ing the  particulars  of  the  seizure  and  detention  of  those  vessels.  (Enclosure  1.) 

Annexed  to  the  same  are  copies  of  extracts  from  a  letter  recmed  by  Ro- 
bert Br€K>khouse  and  William  Hunt,  from  Captain  James  Briant,  of  the  sb^ 
*'  Seamew,^'  dated  Sierra  Leone^  November  23,  )840w    (Endosure  3.) 

2.  (Copy.)  Also  the  Deposition  of  Isaac  Shreve,  second  officer  of  the  ^  S^t^ 
mem,''  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  seizure  and  d^ention  of  that  vcskL  (£n«- 
closure  3.) 

3.  (Copy.)  Depositions  of  Nathan  Augustus  Frye,  roaster,  and  Thomas  Wil- . 
liams,  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  ^^  Tigris,''  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  seizuia 
and  detention  of  that  vessel.     (Enclosures  4  and  5.) 

4.  Copy  of  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Matson,  commanding  Her  Britannic  Bffa* 
jesty's  brig  "  Waterwitch,"  to  "the  Secretary  or  Registrar  of  either  of  the 
Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States^**  in  reference  to  the  seizure  and  detention  of 
the  ''  Tigris:'     (Enclosure  6-) 

6.  Copy  of  Letter  from  the  Consnl  of  the  United  States  at  London  to  the  Se* 
cretary  oi  State»  transmitting  four  affidavits  relative  to  the  case  of  the  barque 
•'  JoftesJ'    (Enclosures  7,  8,  9,  and  10.) 

6.  Copy  of  Memorial  of  the  owners  of  the  barque  '^  Jonee,"^  and  depositioDt 
of  two  of  the  crew,  relative  to  her  seizure  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  briir 
"  Dolpbm."     (Enck)sures  1 1,  12,  and  13.) 

7.  Copy  of  Letter  from  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Helena  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  October  21, 1840,  transmitting  documents  marked  A  to  F» 
inclusive,  relative  to  the  seis^ure  of  the  barque  **  Jones:'  (Enclosures'  14,  15,  16^ 
17,  18,  and  19.) 
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'S.  Copy  of  Protest  of  James  Gilbert,  master,  and  Francis  W.  Sexton,  supercargo 
of  the  barque  '^  Jones,**  relative  to  the  same^  the  original  documents  rdferred  to 
being  on  file  in  this  Legation,  marked  A  to  AO,  inclusive.   (Enclosures  20  and  2L) 

9.  Copy  of  Statement  detailing  an  occurrence  on  board  the  barque  "  WUUam 
wid  FrancU^'  signed  ^  Peter  Flowery,"  master  of  the  barque.     (Enclosure  22.) 


F^rst  Eoclosnre  in  No.  254. 

Memorijll. 

To  tttf  Honourable  John  Forstfth,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  Stales. 

RoBiRT  Brookhouse  and  William  Hunt,  merchants  and  native  citizens 
of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex  and  commonwealUi  of  Massachusetts,  respect- 
(bUy  represent  that  your  memorialists  have  been  extensively  engaged  ia  com- 
merce and  trade  between  Salem  and  the  ooast  of  Africa  during  toe  last  twelve 
years.  And  in  conducting^  and  managing  thdr  said  trade,  both  in  Ais  counti^ 
and  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  during  all  that  time,  they  have  in  &ct  traosacteq, 
and,  as  they  believe  they  are  reputed  wherever  they  are  known  to  have  trans- 
acted their  affairs^  in  every  reject  in  strict  conformity  to  the  laws,  customs,  and 
usages  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  witii  due  regard  to 
Ihe  honour  of  their  country.  Until  very  lately  their  vessels  have  never  baea 
detained  or  molested  anywhere  or  by  any  ona ;  but  they  have  sailed  the  ocean 
and  traded  on  the  ooast  in  the  pursuit  of  their  lawful  commerce,  under  the 
security  and  protection  aflbrded  them  by  the  respect  bereto£M>e  everywhere  pud 
to  the  American  flag.  But  within  a  few  months  the  course  of  things  has 
.  changed,  their  vessels  have  been  forcibly  seized  on  said  coast  and  in  the  adjacent 
waters,  their  voyages  broken  up,  the  American  flag  insulted,  and  the  rights  of 
their  sailors  disregarded  and  trampled  on  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  puUic 
armed  cruisers  of  Great  Britain.  Vour  memorialists  would  further  represent, 
that  on  or  about  the  eleventh  day  of  May,  a.d.  1840,  they  fitted  out  a  certain 
brig  belonj^ing  to  them,  called  the  *'  Tigris y*  for  a  barter  voyage  to  the  said 
coast  of  Africa  and  the  adjacent  islands,  intending  and  expecting  that  she  would 
he  absent  from  six  to  eight  months,  and  that  s^  would  return  with  as  much 
despatch  as  possible  to  Salem,  her  port  of  departure.  They  put  on  board  said 
brig  an  assorted  cargo  of  merchandise,  in  kind  the  same  as  they  have  heretofore 
been  in  the  habit  of  sending  to  said  coast,  and  such  as  it  b  usual  for  other  Ame- 
rican merchants  in  said  trade  to  send  to  said  coast,  dry  goods,  flour,  cotton 
goods,  &c.  The  said  brig  went  to  sea  under  charge  of  Nathan  Augustus  Frye, 
a  native  citizen  of  Salem,  a  man  of  high  character,  and  well  known  and  respected 
for  his  probity,  honesty,  and  good  conduct  The  crew  of  said  brig  consisted  of 
men  who  are  all  citizens  of  said  Salem,  and  most  of  them  have  families  residing 
there.  The  two  officers  are  also  citizens  of  Salem,  and  men  of  good  character 
and  standing.  The  brig  first  went  to  St  Thomas's,  an  island  ofi*  the  coast  of 
Africa ;  there  she  sold  and  dischaiged  a  part  of  her  outward  cargo,  and  purchased 
and  took  on  board  a  laige  quantity  of  coffee.  The  brig  then  sailed  to  Ambriz, 
a  place,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  there  discharged  a  part  of  her  outward 
cargo,  and  took  in  exchange  for  it  a  large  amount  of  ivory.  She  then  went 
to  Loando,  St  Paul's,  to  fill  up  with  water,  as  none  could  be  procured  at 
Ambriz.  After  a  short  stay  of  a  few  hours,  she  next  went  to  Novo  Rodondo, 
and  there  a  small  portion  of  the  outward  cargo  was  discharged,  and  ivory  and 
wax  taken  in  exchange.  After  remaining  here  a  few  days,  she  went  to  Ben- 
guela,  and  there  discharged  a  considerable  amount  of  outward  cargo,  and 
took  on  board  a  large  quantity  of  ivory.  As  soon  as  this  business  was  trans- 
acted, the  brig  returned  to  Ambriz,  where  she  arrived  on  her  return  about 
the  6th  of  October  last.  Sales  were  then  made  at  this  place  of  the  remainder 
of  the  outward  cargo  on  board,  to  be  delivered  and  payment  to  be  made  in 
money  immediately,  and  the  brig  was  then  to  return  forthwith  to  Salem;  but 
before  this  business  could  be  transacted,  the  brig  w  as  boarded  and  forcibly 
seized  by  an  armed  party  from  the  British  armed  brig  the  "  Waterwitch,** 
which  arrived  at  Ambnz  about  the  same  time  with  the  "  Tigrish  The  "  Tigris** 
was  boarded  first  in  the  absence  of  Captain  Frye,  by  two  of  the  officers  of  the 
^'  Waterwitch,"  Lieutenant  Matson  and  Midshipman  Jackson.    They  came  on 
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'  board  the  "  Tigris''  ia  a  very  rude  and  insolent  manner,  and  went  about  Tier 
hold  and  examined  the  various  parts  of  her  without  asking  permission  of  any 
one.  And  finally,  on  leaving  the  "  Tigris^'*  they  took  out  of  her  a  small  boy, 
About  fifteen  years  old,  whom  Captain  Frye  had  employed  on  the  coast  as  a 
^^abin  boy,  having  ereat  need  of  some  one  to  act  in  that  capacity,  and  intending 
^to  bring  nim  to  Salem.  After  Captain  Frye  returned  to  the  "  Tigris,*'  these 
same  officers  came  again  from  the  *^  Waterwitch"  to  the  "  Tigris,"  and  boarded 
her  again^  bringing  back  the  cabin-boy.  These  officers  then  asked  for  Cap- 
tain Frye's  ship's  papers,  which  he  gave  to  them ;  after  they  had  returned 
these  papers,  they  went  again  to  the  *'  Waterwitch,"  and  soon  returned  to  the 
^*  Tigris"  with  a  crew  of  about  eight  men  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlasses^  and 
;80me  of  the  men  with  musketoons,  took  charge  of  the  **  Tigris,'*  and  told  the 
captain  that  they  should  detain  her  about  seven  days.  They  again  demanded  the 
ship's  papers,  which  were  handed  to  them,  the  register,  muster-roll,  clearance, 
and  shipping  articles.  Lieutenant  Matson  then  returned  to  the  "  Waterwitch;** 
Midshipman  Jackson  with  his  armed  party,  by  terror  of  their  weapons,  with  threats 
and  much  insulting  and  abusive  language,  and  many  oaths,  compelled  a  part  of 
the  crew  of  the  **  Tigris,"  all  but  the  captain,  two  mates,  and  cook,  to  go  on 
board  of  the  "  Waterwitch/'  the  crew  of  the  "  Tigris"  all  the  time  remonstrating 
against  such  usage,  and  against  leaving  their  own  ship.  Captain  Frye  told  the 
commander  of  the  "  Waterwitch,"  that  he  had  disposed  of  the  remainder  of  his 
outward  cargo,  and  that  it  was  to  be  landed  the  next  day,  and  requested  that  he 
might  be  allowed  to  discbarge  it,  as  many  of  the  things  were  of  a  perishable 
nature,  and  take  in  a  quantity  of  ivory  which  he  had  at  Ambriz  intended  to  be 
brought  home  in  the  "  Tigris"  The  commander  refused  him  liberty  to  do  so, 
and  ordered  the  midshipman  to  let  nothing  go  out  of  the  ship  or  come  into  it 
In  a  few  days  Lieutenant  Matson  came  again  to  the  "  Tigris,'*  and  took  away 
her  loe-book.  Captain  Frye  then  requested  him  for  leave  to  go  on  shore  and 
settle  nis  business,  but  this  was  denied.  He  next  sent  a  party  of  men  on 
•board  the  "  Tigris"  to  overhaul  her  cargo.  This  was  done  in  a  very  loose  and 
careless  manner,  wasting  much  of  the  coffee.  The  commander  suffered  a  pas- 
senger by  the  name  of  French  to  go  on  shore,  having  first  searched  his  trunk 
throughout.  The  crew  of  the  "  Tigris"  were  taken  a  great  distance  down  the 
coast  on  board  the  "  Waterwitch,"  and  after  twelve  days  were  returned  again 
to  the  "  Tigris."  The  **  Tigris"  was  put  under  charge  of  a  party  of  armed 
men,  called  a  prize  crew,  and  a  British  midshipman,  and  sent  home  to  Salem. 
The  midshipman  in  charge,  as  your  memorialists  are  informed  and  verily  believe, 
was  entirely  incompetent  to  manage  and  take  care  of  the  brig,  by  reason  of  his 
habits  of  intemperance  referred  to  m  the  affidavits  that  accompany,  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  voyage  home.  And  they  are  informed  and  believe  that  the 
habits  of  the  midshipman  in  this  respect  were  well  known  to  the  British  Lieute- 
nant Matson,  when  he  put  him  on  board  to  take  charge  of  the  "  Tigris*'  He 
"  Tigris"  had  on  board  a  valuable  cargo  of  ivory  and  coffee,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  her  outward  cargo,  as  well  as  the  valuable  priceless  lives  of  her  crew, 
who  were  now  prisoners  on  board.  All  of  these  were  in  constant  danger  from 
the  incompetency  of  the  midshipman  and  his  reckless  and  imprudent  conduct, 
and  that  of  the  crew  in  charge  under  him.  Neither  Captain  Frye  nor  his  men 
were  allowed  to  take  any  part  in  the  direction  of  the  brig.  The  ^*  Tigris'^  and 
her  cai^o  came  into  Salem  about  the  30th  of  December,  where  they  still  remain. 
Her  voyage  has  been  nearly  ruinous  to  your  memorialists  bj  reason  of  this 
forcible  termination  of  it.  And  they  have  suffered,  and  may  still  suffer  incalcu- 
lable injury  from  this  unlawful  interception  of  their  enterprise.  The  log-book 
and  papers  of  the  "  Tigris'  have  never  yet  been  returned  to  them. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  they  are  the  owners  of  a  cer- 
tain ship  called  the  **  Seamew/'  and  on  or  about  the  second  day  of  July,  a.d. 
1840,  they  fitted  her  for  a  barter  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Africa  and  the  adjacent 
islands,  in  the  same  manner  with  the  **  Tigris,"  and  with  the  same  cargo  in 
kind  as  before  mentioned.  She  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  James  Briant, 
of  Beverley,  in  the  said  county  of  Essex,  a  well-known  and  highly  respectable 
shipmaster,  who  has  been  long  in  the  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Her  firs 
and  second  officers  are  also  very  respectable  citizens  of  Salem,  and  many  of  her 
crew  are  of  the  same  place.  The  **  Seamew  "  went  to  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas, 
on  the  coast,  and  arrived  there  about  the  last  of  August.     She  thei-e  landed 
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part  of  her  outward  and  took  in  return  cargo.  Then  she  went  to  the  island  of 
jPrince,  and  there  discharged  and  <ook  in  cai^o ;  then  she  went  back  to  St. 
Thomas's,  and  remained  there  a  number  of  days  trading ;  then  she  sailed  for 
Ambriz,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  there  discharged  and  took  in  cargo.  Just 
as  she  was  about  leaving  Ambriz  she  was  boarded  by  an  officer  from  the  British 
brig  of  war  "Persian,"  commanded  by  Captain  Queen.  The  captain  of  the 
**  Seamew'*  was  not  then  on  board.  The  officer  inquired  of  Mr.  Babbidge,  the 
first  mate  of  the  *'  Seamew,"  as  to  the  cargo,  and  was  told  by  Mr.  Babbid^ 
that  she  had  a  cargo  of  merchandise  for  trading  on  the  coast,  naming  to  him 
the  articles ;  while  the  officer  was  there  Captam  Briant  came  on  board.  The 
o&cer  asked  Captain  Briant  for  tobacco;  Captain  Briant  was  unwilling  to  break 
out  his  cargo  for  the  sale  of  a  small  quantity,  unless  the  officer  would  take  all 
he  had,  because  he  was  about  going  away,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  detain^ 
unless  be  could  make  a  large  sale.  The  officer  then  said  he  would  send  some 
men  aboard  and  break  it  out  for  him.  He  then  inquired  of  Captain  Briant 
also  what  cargo  he  had ;  Captain  Briant  named  over  to  him  all  the  articles, 
and  said  that  there  were  about  3000  feet  of  boards  under  the  cargo,  placed 
there  instead  of  common  dunnage  in  order  to  keep  the  cargo  dry.  The  officer 
then  returned  to  the  '*  Persian  '^with  his  boat's  crew.  In  the  course  of  three-* 
fourths  of  an  hour  the  same  officer  returned  with  12  or  14  men,  armed  with 
cutlasses  and  pistols.  The  officer  jumped  on  deck  and  ordered  his  men  on 
deck  without  speaking  to  Captain  Briant,  and  told  Captain  Briant  that  he 
had  taken  charge  of  the  ship.  Captain  Briant  asked  why  he  did  so?  The 
officer  told  Captain  Briant  to  ask  him  no  questions,  he  was  obeying  his  orders. 
The  officer  then  ordered  the  crew  of  the  "  Seamew''  to  go  forward,  and  told, 
his  own  men  to  see  that  the  "  Seamew's*'  crew  were  kept  by  themselves. 
Soon  after  a  boat  came  with  an  officer  and  four  men,  armed  with  cutlasses  and 
pistols*  belonging  to  the  above-named  brig  "  Waterwitch."  This  party  also 
boarded  the  **  SeamewJ'*  The  whole  remained  on  board,  sixteen  men  and  ,two 
officers,  all  night.  The  two  officers  went  into  the  cabin,  and  there  drank  and 
caroused,  and  were  very  noisy  until  late  at  night.  In  the  morning  another 
boat  came  from  the  **  Persian,"  with  a  party  of  men  to  overhaul  the  cargo. 
They  began  in  the  main  hold,  and  turned  the  cargo  out  down  to  the  kelson,  doing 
considerable  damage  by  their  imprudent  manner  of  handling  the  cargo.  They 
then  broke  out  the  after  hold,  down  to  the  tobacco  which  lay  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ship ;  they  hoisted  out  one  or  two  kegs  of  it,  and  paid  for  the  same  to 
Captain  Briant.  In  stowing  back  the  coffee  and  cargo  again,  they  did  mnch 
damage  by  their  carelessness.  While  they  were  stowing  the  cargo  down,  the 
captain  of  the  "  Persian,*'  the  purser,  the  master,  the  boatswain,  and  the  car- 
penter came  on  board.  The  Carpenter  went  into  the  cabin  and  other  parts 
of  the  ship,  and  searched  her  thoroughly  throughout;  but  as  there  were  no 
signs  of  implements,  and  never  had  been,  of  unlawful  trade  on  board,  none  of 
course  were  found  or  discovered.  The  crew  were  then  forced  to  go  on  board 
of  the  **  Persian,**  all  excepting  the  captain,  second  mate,  and  cook.  A  party 
of  eight  armed  men,  called  a  prize  crew,  then  came  on  board  the  "  Seamew^^^ 
under  charge  of  two  officers ;  one  about  twenty-three,  and  the  other  about 
nineteen  years  of  age.  Captain  Briant  was  deposed  from  his  authority  in  the 
^*  Seamewy^  and  kept,  with  the  second  mate  and  cook,  prisoners  on  board  their 
own  vessel.  The  officer  in  command  of  the  prize  crew  drove  the  second  mate 
from  his  berth  in  the  cabin,  and  threw  out  his  clothing,  called  him  opprobrious, 
names,  and  used  towards  him  insolent  and  abusive  language,  at  the  same  time 
ordering  his  prize  crew  to  load  their  pistols  and  draw  their  cutlasses  to  terrify 
him,  and  threatened  to  put  him  in  irons.  The  second  mate  was  afterwards 
placed  on  board  of  the  '*  Persian,"  in  room  of  the  first  mate,  who  was  returned 
to  the  "  S^ametc."  Captain  Briant  showed  to  the  officers  of  the  **  Persian" 
all  his  papers  as  soon  as  they  requested,  and  when  they  first  came  on  board ; 
and  they  afterwards  searched  his  desk  and  chest,  and  all  his  papers,  but  found 
nothing  more  than  he  had  shown  them.  They  were  often  asked  for  the 
reason  of  seizing  the  '*  Seamew^"'  and  they  gave  none  other  than  that  there 
were  some  boards  and  spars  on  board.  These  spars  had  been  sold  to  a  mer- 
chant at  Ambriz,  to  be  delivered  and  paid  for  at  J^ioando,  and  the  boards,  of 
which  there  were  about  3000  feet,  were  put  in  as  dunnage,  and  intended  to 
be  sold  as  soon  as  the  cargo  was  taken  off  from  them.  The  ^*  Seamew's'* 
Class  D.  2  E 
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erew  on  board  the  '^  Persian"  were  put  on  two-ftirds  allowance,  and  were 
kept  in  a  state  of  geat  hunger  for  nineteen  days.  The  crew  were  then  put  on 
shore  at  St  Helena>  and  left  without  any  provision  made  for  their  sustenance 
or  passage  home.  Two  of  the  crew  went  from  St.  Helena  to  Liverpool,  two 
to  Amsterdam,  and  the  second  mate,  with  three  others,  have  arrived  at  Salem. 
The  ''  Seamew^'  started  on  a  voyage  intended  to  be  from  five  to  seven  months, 
and  to  return  immediately  to  Salem.  When  captured  she  had  purchased  no 
articles  of  merchandise  but  ivory  and  coffee,  and  only  about  one-half  of  the 
outward  cargo  had  been  sold.  The  ''  Seamew "  was  taken  to  Sierra  Leone, 
all  the  papers  were  taken  from  the  captain,  and  he  was  not  allowed  to  go  on 
shore,  nor  was  he  allowed  to  see  any  one  from  the  shore  on  board  the  vesseL 
The  last  your  memorialists  have  heard  of  the  *^  Seamew''  is  that  she  was 
under  way  for  St  Helena,  probably  to  be  again  given  up  to  the  captain  of  her. 
What  will  eventually  be  the  fate  of  her  and  her  cai^o,  and  her  men  on  board, 
it  is  impossible  to  conjecture ;  but  at  all  events  your  memorialists  must  suffer 
iftcalcuiable  injury  from  this  forcible  interception  of  their  enterprise. 

For  proof  of  all  the  above  facts  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
papers  and  documents  which  accompany  this  memorial.  And  they  b^  the 
unmediate  attention  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  wrongs  and 
injuries  which  they,  in  common  with  others,  are  suffering  in  this  behalf,  which 
they  are  assured  are  without  any  law  or  authority  either  from  this  Govern- 
ment or  any  other. 

Your  memorialists  feel  the  utmost  confidence  that  the  Goyemment  of  this 
country,  whose  laws  they  have  always  obeyed^  will  not  see  them  suffer  these 
great  wrongs  without  obtaining  for  them  proper  redress  and  indemnity,  with- 
out providing  that  the  flag  of  the  country  shall  be  everywhere  respected,  and 
the  rights  of  our  citizens  everywhere  acknowledged. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  BROOKHOUSE. 

WILLIAM  HUNT. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 


Extracts  from  a  Letter  received  hy  the  witMn-named  Robert  BroMtmue  and 
William  Hunt  from  Captain  James  Briant,  of  the  ship  ''  Seamew,"  daied 
Sierra  Leone,  November  23,  1840. 

"  AnBRiz,  October  23. — Went  on  hoard  to  get  under  weigh  for  Loando, 
when  I  was  boarded  by  the  English  man-of-war  brig  '  Persian.'  He  demanded 
my  papers,  which  I  delivered  to  him,  and  told  him  what  I  had  on  board.  He 
demanded  my  invoice  and  bill  of  lading.  I  handed  them  to  him,  and  told  him 
there  was  some  lumber  on  board  which  was  omitted  by  mistake  in  making  of 
the  invoice,  but  that  I  had  put  it  in  as  soon  as  I  had  discovered  the  mistake. 
They  went  on  board  the  '  Persian,'  and  returned  in  half  an  hour  with  two 
boats  and  took  chaise  of  the  ship.  The  next  day  they  sent  men  on  board  and 
broke  out  cargo  down  to  the  kelson  in  main  and  after  hold.  In  the  afternoon 
they  got  the  ship  under  way,  and  run  her  alongside  of  the  brig;  they  then  took 
out  Mr.  Babbidge  and  all  my  men,  with  all  my  papers,  and  got  under  way  the 
next  day  and  put  to  sea. 

**  The  next  day  they  put  my  second  officer  on  board  the  *  Persian'  and  took 
Mr.  Babbidge  (first  male)  on  board  the  *  Seamew,'  and  gave  the  officer  in 
charge  orders  to  proceed  to  Sierra  Leone.  He  arrived  here  16th  November. 
They  have  taken  all  my  papers  of  every  description  on  shore,  and  overhauled 
them,  and  will  not  allow  me  to  go  on  shore,  or  allow  any  one  to  come  on  board, 
so  that  I  am  prisoner  on  board  my  own  ship.  If  I  was  allowed  to  go  on  shore  I 
would  protest  against  these  proceedings,  and  abandon  the  ship.  I  understand 
they  are  getting  ready  to  sail  for  St.  Helena,  to  give  her  up  to  me.  My  vovage 
will  be  prolonged  two  or  three  months  by  this  detention,  and  I  expect  all  my 

Slans  will  be  spoiled  before  I  get  to  a  market.     Everything  is  going  to  wreck  on 
oard,  and  will  be  more  injured  in  two  months  by  these  drunkea  rascals  than 
they  would  be  in  twelve  months  under  my  charge.' 
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Third  Enclosure  in  No.  2&4. 
Deposition  of  Isaac  Shreve^ 

I^  Isaac  Shreve,  of  la^^ful  age,  do  on  oath  depose  and  say  that  I  was  seoond 
officer  of  the  ship  "  Seamewy*'  James  Briant  master,  on  her  voyage  from  Salem 
to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  islands  on  said  coast  We  sailed  from  Salem  on 
the  2nd  day  of  July,  1840,  and  arrived  at  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  about  th« 
last  day  of  August  of  the  same  year ;  at  that  port  we  landed  and  took  in  cai^, 
and  remained  there  about  13  days,  and  then  sailed  for  the  island  of  Prince 
and  arrived  there  in  two  days,  andf  there  discharged  and  took  in  cargo,  and  we 
remained  there  about  seven  or  eight  days,  and  then  went  back  to  St.  Thomases, 
and  arrived  there  in  four  days,  and  remained  there  10  or  12  days  trading,  and 
then  sailed  for  Ambriz  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  we  were  19  days  on  our 
passage ;  there  we  discharged  and  took  in  cargo,  and  remained  there  five  or  six 
days  ;  we  hove  short  about  five  or  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  then  saw  a 
vessel  coming  in,  and  remained  until  they  sent  their  boat  on  board  ;  the  boat 
came  from  the  British  armed  brig-of-war  '•  Persian/*  commanded  by  Captain 
Queen  ;  there  were  four  men  and  one  officer  in  the  boat ;  the  captain  of  the 
•*  SeameuT  was  not  then  on  board ;  the  officer  inquired  what  we  had  on  board 
for  a  cargo,  and  Mr.  Babbidge,  the  chief  mate,  told  him  that  we  had  a  cargo  of 
merchandise  for  trading  on  the  coast,  and  while  they  were  there  Captain  Briant 
came  on  board.  They  inquired  of  the  captain  if  he  had  any  tobacco  on  board ; 
he  said  yes ;  they  said  they  wished  to  purchase  tobacco,  and  the  captain  told 
them  that  he  would  not  break  the  hold  out  for  one  or  two  kegs,  unless  they 
would  agriee  to  take  the  whole  he  had  in  the  hold,  which  wras  18  kegs  ;  they 
then  said  that  they  wanted  tobacco^  and  they  would  send  plenty  of  men  on 
board  to  break  the  hold  up  and  get  the  tobacco  ont,  so  as  not  to  detain  the 
ship ;  he  then  inquired  of  Captain  Briant  what  his  cargo  was ;  Captain  Briant 
answered  as  the  mate  did,  and  told  him  the  several  articles  he  had,  and  that  he 
had  a  number  of  feet  of  boards  under  the  cargo,  which  was  used  for  dunnage. 
The  officer  then  went  into  the  boat  and  returned  to  the  *'  Persian"  with  his 
boat's  crew,  and  said  he  was  going  to  state  what  he  said  to  his  captain.  Cap- 
tain Briant  told  him  to  be  as  quick  as  possible,  for  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
detained.  In  the  course  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  the  boat  returned  with 
T2  or  14  armed  men,  and  the  same  officer ;  they  were  armed  with  cutlaKses  and 
pistols.  The  officer  jumped  on  deck,  and  ordered  his  men  on  deck,  without 
speaking  to  the  oiptain  ;  he  told  Captain  Briant  then  that  he  had  taken  charge 
of  the  vessel.  Captain  Briant  asked  him  for  what  reason  ?  The  officer  told  him 
not  to  question  him,  for  he  was  obeying  his  superior  officer's  orders.  The  officer 
then  ordered  the  crew  of  the  **  Seamew*'  to  go  forward,  and  ordered  his  own  men 
to  see  that  our  crew  were  kept  by  themselves,  and  did  not  do  anything  at  all.  In 
about  half  an  hour  after  the  boat  of  the  armed  British  brig  **  Waterwitch"  came 
from  on  board  the  '*  Persian/'  and  brought  four  men  and  one  officer  belonging  to 
tlie  *'  Waterwitch/'  all  armed  with  cutlasses  and  pistols.  The  whole  remained  on 
board,  16  men  and  2  officers^  until  the  morning.  The  two  British  officers  went 
into  the  cabin,  and  there  drank,  and  smoked,  and  caroused,  and  were  very  noisy 
until  after  eleven  o'clock.  In  the  morning  another  boat  came  to  the  ship  from 
the  ^'  Persian,*'  and  brought  a  party  of  men  to  break  the  cargo.  TTiey  came  on 
boards  and  the  officer  told  them  to  go  into  the  hold  and  break  ont  the  cargo,  and 
to  be  careful  and  not  injure  anything.  They  began  at  the  main  hatch,  and  broke 
tfie  cargo  out  down  to  the  kelson,  in  doing  which  they  stove  half  a  dozen  barrels 
of  bread ;  afterwards  they  stowed  it  back  into  the  main  hold,  and  then  they  broke 
the  after  hold  out  down  to  the  tobacco^  which  was  stowed  alongside  of  the  kelson. 
After  they  came  to  the  tobacco  they  hoisted  out  one  or  two  kegs,  I  won't  be  cer- 
tain which,  and  then  they  paid  the  captain  for  it ;  then  they  commenced  stowing 
down  the  coffee  again  ;  while  they  were  doing  it  a  great  number  of  the  bags  were 
burst ;  the  captain  ordered  me  down  to  sew  the  bags,  so  that  it  should  not  be 
wasted.  While  they  were  stowing  it  down  the  captain  of  the  ''Persian,"  and 
the  purser,  the  master,  and  the  carpenter^  and  the  boatswain  came  on  board. 
They  ^vent  on  and  stowed  the  after  hold,  and  were  throwing  it  down  quite  care- 
lessly at  last,  and  seemed  not  to  care  whether  they  stow^  it  or  not.  The  car^ 
penter  went  into  the  cabin  and  searched  every  transom  locker,  and  took  things 
out  which  had  not  been  started  since  the  ship  was  built,  even  to  little  pieces  of 
iron,  and  in  one  of  the  transom  lockers  they  found  a  pair  and  a  half  of  handcuffs; 

Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


212  UNITED  STATES* 

then  he  overhauled  the  bread  lockers,  and  found  nothing  there  but  bread.  From 
there  he  went  into  the  run  with  two  Kroomen^  who  came  on  board  with  the 
crew  of  the  "  Persian ;"  they  brought  on  board  six  or  eight  Kroomen  in  the 
whole ;  they  overhauled  the  run^  and  searched  it  to  their  satisfaction,  and  could 
not  find  anything.  After  the  carpenter  had  finished  his  search  they  ordered  the 
*'  Seamew's'  crew  into  the  boats ;  the  crew  seemed  to  be  dissatisfied,  and  objected 
to  g;o«  I  told  the  officer  that  they  objected  to  go.  He  said  it  was  no  use,  that 
they  must  go ;  and  then  I  spoke  to  the  mate  and  to  Captain  Briant,  and  told 
them  that  it  was  much  better  to  go  quiet  and  peaceable^  which  they  did.  The 
first  mate,  Mr.  Babbidge,  and  all  the  crew  went;  the  captain,  myself,  and  the 
cook,  were  all  that  remained  in  the  ship.  Shortly  after  a  prize  crew,  commanded 
by  Mr.  Summerfield,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  "Persian,"  and  the  master*s 
assistant  also  came,  both  of  them  young  men ;  should  think  the  first  lieutenant 
might  be  three  or  four  and  twenty  years  of  age,  and  the  master's  assistant  about 
nineteen.  The  prize  crew  consisted  of  eight  men  besides  the  two  officers :  they 
were  armed  with  cutlasses,  pistols,  and  muskets,  and  brought  their  own  provi- 
sions and  clothing.  They  then  took  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  the  other  men 
belonging  to  the  **  Persian"  and  "  Waterwitch"  went  to  their  respective  vessels. 
They  then  got  the  '•  Seamew'  under  way,  keeping  the  captain,  myself,  and  the 
cook  on  board.  They  did  not  permit  Captain  Briant  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  management  of  the  ship  during  the  passage.  We  kept  in  company  with  the 
"  Persian"  until  morning.  In  the  evening  I  went  to  the  cabin  to  get  a  few 
cigars  out  of  my  chest,  and  the  lieutenant  asked  me  if  I  lived  in  the  cabin ;  I 
told  him  '^  Yes,  sir,  I  live  in  the  cabin,  and  have  got  my  things  here;"  and  he 
then  told  me  that  I  could  not  live  there,  for  there  was  no  room  for  me.  I  asked 
him  where  I  was  to  go  ;  he  told  me  1  was  to  go  forward  and  live  amongst  the 
ship's  company.  I  told  him  I  would  not  go.  That  night  he  turned  me  out  of 
the  cabin,  took  all  my  things  and  hove  them  out  of  the  cabin ;  and  that  night  I 
slept  in  the  after  hold  on  top  of  the  coffee,  where  I  took  so  bad  a  cold  that  I  was 
afterwards  sick  in  St.  Helena  for  several  days,  and  have  not  got  rid  of  it  up  to 
the  present  time.  The  next  morning  he  called  me,  and  told  me  I  was  to  keep 
my  watch.  I  told  him  I  should  do  no  such  thing.  He  said  he  would  make  me 
do  it ;  I  told  him  that  he  was  not  able  to  make  me  do  it,  neither  he  nor  his  party. 
He  then  called  me  a  brute,  and  called  all  his  men  aft,  and  told  them  to  load 
their  pistols  and  draw  their  cutlasses,  and  keep  their  eye  on  me;  he  then  said  if 
he  even  caught  one  of  the  watch  without  his  pistols  loaded  he  would  have  him 
severely  flogged  for  it.'  I  then  told  him  tnat  I  expected  to  be  treated  as  a 
prisoner,  to  have  prisoner  s  rights.  Then  he  said  he  would  give  me  prisoner  s 
rights,  he  would  put  me  in  irons,  and  send  me  on  board  the  **  Persian. '  I  told 
him  that  when  his  captain  came  on  board  I  would  ask  his  permission  to  go  on 
board  the  **  Persian,''  and  exchange  with  Mr.  Babbidge,  the  chief  mate. 

Shortly  after,  the  captain  of  the  **  Persian"  came  on  board,  and  gave  me 
permission  to  go  on  board  the  ''Persian;"  I  then  took  my  things  into  the 
boat,  and  went  on  board  the  **  Persian,"  and  Mr.  Babbidge  returned  to  the 
ship.  Captain  Briant  seemed  to  be  very  much  hurt  and  cast  down,  by  having 
his  vessel  thus  forcibly  taken  from  him. 

The  only  reason  they  gave  for  thus  seizing  our  vessel  was,  that  we  had  some 
lumijer  on  board,  and  some  small  spars.  The  spars  had  been  sold  to  a  mer- 
chant at  Ambriz  to  be  landed  at  Loando,  when  the  ''  Seamew  "  got  there,  and 
were  to  be  paid  for  there.  The  lumber  was  put  in  in  the  room  of  putting  in 
common  dunnage,  and  after  the  cargo  was  out  it  was  intended  to  be  sold. 
They  would  give  no  other  reason  but  this  for  thus  seizing  the  vessel,  though 
we  often  asked  them  what  they  took  us  for. 

Captain  Briant  showed  them  all  his  papers  when  they  first  came  on  board, 
and  showed  them  everything  be  had,  and  told  them  he  had  been  trading  on 
the  coast  a  number  of  years,  and  that  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  been 
asked  for  his  papers  by  a  man-of-war.  They  searched  his  desk,  and  chesty 
and  everything,  and  nothing  was  found  but  what  he  showed  them.  While 
we  were  in  the  "  Persian,"  we  were  all  put  upon  two-thirds  allowance,  1 
mean  the  crew  of  the  "  Seamew'' — their  own  crew  had  a  full  allowance.  Our 
men  often  came  to  me,  and  complained  that  they  were  very  hungry.  We 
remained  there,  on  board  the  "  Persian,"  for  nineteen  days,  and  then  arrived 
at. St.  Helena.  When  I  went  on  board  the  **  Persian"  we  parted  company 
with  tiie  "  SeameiCy'  which  was  ordered,  as  I  understood,  to  Sierra L<eone. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UNITED  STATES,  ,^13 

The  first  night  we  arrived  I  asked  permission  to  go  on  shore  with  one  of  the 
**  Seamew's'*  crew,  to  inquire  of  the  Consul  what  was  to  be  done  with  us.  Mr. 
Carrol»  the  Consul,  told  us  he  could  not  do  anything  until  such  time  as  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  officer  of  the  '*  Persian,"  to  know  the  reason  why 
we  were  taken.  The  next  morning  1  went  on  board,  and  told  the  officer  that 
Mr.  Carrol  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  us  unless  he  would  write  him 
a  letter,  stating  the  reason  why  we  were  taken.  The  officer  then  wrote  on  a 
piece  of  paper  the  names  of  the  crew,  and  stated  that  he  had  taken  these  per- 
sons out  of  the  ship  ^' Seamew*'  which  was  ordered  to  Sierra- Leone.  He 
gave  me  this  note,  and  then  turned  us  all  ashore  with  our  things,  without 
making  any  provision  for  us.  The  captain  of  the  **  Persian"  was  then  on 
shore  sick.  There  were  seven  men  and  myself  of  the  crew  of  the  **  Seamew'^ 
thus  landed  at  St.  Helena;  three  of  them  were  quite  lads.  Two  of  them  left 
for  Liverpool  in  an  English  vessel,  with  a  letter  to  the  American  Consul  from 
Mr.  Carrol.  Two  others  left  in  a  fortnight  after  we  arrived,  in  a  Dutch  vessel, 
bound  to  Amsterdam:  they  also  carried  a  letter  to  the  American  Consul  at 
Amsterdam.  Myself  and  three  more  came  in  the  "  Dartmouth,"  a  whale 
ship,  to  New  Bedford,  in  one  month  after  we  arrived.  We  sailed  from  Salem, 
expecting  to  be  absent  from  five  and  a  half  to  seven  months,  to  trade  on  the 
coast  with  her  outward  cargo,  and  purchase  the  ai-ticles  of  merchandise  for 
sale  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  islands,  and  thence  home  to  Salem.  We  had 
but  about  half  of  our  homeward  cargo  in  when  we  were  taken.  We  had 
purchased  no  articles  of  merchandise  but  ivory  and  coffee.  About  half  of 
our  outward  cargo  remained  unsold  when  the  voyage  was  broken  up  by  the 
capture  of  the  "  Seamew''  by  the  British.  Part  of  these  articles  were  of  a 
perishable  nature. 

(Signed)  ISAAC  SHREVE. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Essex  Sessions,  February  3,  A.D.  184L 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before 

(Signed)  JOHN  GLEN  KING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


FourA  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

Deposition  of  N.  A.  Frye. 

T,  Nathan  Augustus  Frte,  of  lawful  age,  do  on  oath  depose  and  say  that  I 
was  master  of  the  brig  "  Tigris''  on  her  late  voyage  from  Salem  to  the  coast  of 
Africa.  She  sailed  from  Salem  on  the  Uth  of  May,  1840,  fur  a  barter  voyage 
to  the  coast  of  Africa  and  the  adjacent  islands,  and  arrived  at  St.  Thomas's  the 
latter  part  of  July.  There  I  sold  a  considerable  portion  of  the  outward  cargo 
for  coffee,  and  had  taken  on  board  about  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  it,  and  lay  at 
St  Thomas's  eleven  days.  I  then  sailed  for  Ambriz^  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  arrived  there  about  the  20th  of  August,  I  should  thinks  and  there  dis- 
charged another  part  of  my  outward  cargo,  and  took  on  board  a  large  amount 
of  ivory,  and  sailed  for  the  port  of  Loando,  St.  Paul's,  to  fill  up  my  water. 
Not  being  able  to  get  any  at  Ambriz,  we  lay  at  Loando  twenty-four  hours,  then, 
got  under  way,  and  proceeded  to  Nova  Redonda,  and  discharged  there  a  small 
portion  of  my  cargo,  taking  on  board  ivory  and  wax.  We  lay  there  three  days, 
and  then  got  under  way  for  Benguela,  and  arrived  there  about  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, and  there  discharged  a  considerable  portion  of  my  cargo,  and  took  on 
,  board  a  large  amount  of  ivory.  After  laying  twelve  days,  I  got  ready  for  sea, 
and  proceeded  back  towards  Ambriz.  When  abreast  of  Loando,  St.  Paul's, 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  saw  a  strange  sail  to  leeward,  standing 
south  ;  when  she  got  abeam  of  me,  she  tacked,  appearing  to  be  in  chase  of  me. 
She  soon  got  up  into  my  wake,  nearing  me  very  fast.  1  saw  the  flash  of  a 
nmsket  from  on  board  the  sail,  and  I  hauled  up  my  main-sail,  supposing  her 
to  be  an  English  cruiser.  Finding  that  she  overhauled  me  very  fast,  I  kept  on 
until  she  got  within  hailing  distance  of  me.  She  hailed  me,  and  asked  where 
I  was  from,  and  where  bound,  what  vessels  I  had  seen  on  the  coast,  and  if 
there  had  been  any  new  arrivals  at  Benguela,  all  of  which  I  answered ;  and 
in  return  asked  him  if  he  had  been  into  Ambriz,  and  what  vessels  were  there, 
and  when  he  left.  He  told  me  he  had  not  been  in,  but  that  his  boat  was  in 
there  the  evening  before,  and  that  there  were  two  American  vessels  there. 
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By  this  tinie  he  was  alongside  of  me  under  my  lee.  I  asked  him  if  he  wis 
coming  on  beard,  and  he  said  No.  I  asked  bim  what  brig  that  was,  wbich 
not  being  answered,  I,  thinking  he  did  not  hear  me,  again  asked  the  questioa, 
and  still  receiving  no  answer,  I  asked  him  if  it  was  not  the  ''  Brisk?"  Bgr 
this  time  he  had  passed  to  windward  of  me  ahead,  having  given  me  no  answer. 
He  tacked  ship  to  the  southward,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him  that  night.  The 
next  morning  at  day-light,  being  about  twenty  miles  to  tbe  southward  of  Am- 
briz,  I  saw  a  launch,  which  I  took  to  be  an  English  man-of-war  launch.  It 
was  nearly  calm  at  the  time,  and  she  soon  pulled  alongside  of  me ;  she  ww 
commanded  by  the  gunner  of  the  ''  Water  witch,''  who  came  on  board  and 
asked  me  the  same  questions,  nearly,  as  had  been  asked  the  evening  before  by 
the  vessel  which  I  then  spoke,  which  proved  to  be  the  "  Waterwitch,"  and 
not  the  *'  Brisk.''  He  then  left  me,  and  that  evening  at  ten  o'clock  I  anchored 
in  Ambriz. 

The  next  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  1  went  on  shore  and  made  sale  of  the  whole 
of  my  remainder  cargo  on  board.  It  was  to  be  immediately  delivered,  and  I 
was  to  have  my  pay  in  gold  money.  About  1  p.m.  I  saw  a  sail  coming  from 
tbe  southward,  and  recognized  her  as  the  *'  Waterwitch/'  as  she  was  waiting 
there  an  hour  to  pick  up  a  launch.  About  four  she  was  among  tbe  vess^ 
that  were  at  anchor  there,  and  I  noticed  that  he  sent  a  boat,  first  to  the 
**  Cypher,"  of  Salem,  and  then  to  my  Tessel.  I  was  then  ashore.  At  this 
time  I  made  a  signal  to  the  mate  on  board  to  send  a  boat  on  shore,  wishing  to 
send  off  orders  to  tbe  mate  about  preparing  to  discharge  the  cargo  the  next 
day,  not  intending  to  go  off  myself  that  night.  When  the  Kroomen,  who 
were  sent  ashore  for  me,  came  up  to  the  house  where  I  was,  they  informed  me 
that  the  commander  of  the  man-of-war  had  taken  my  cabin4>oy  out  of  the 
vessel.  I  immediately  went  on  board  myself,  and  on  getting  on  board  of  my 
vessel,  the  first  officer,  Mr.  Bumham,  told  me  that  they  had  been  boarded  in  a 
very  unceremonious  manner  by  two  officers  from  the  "Waterwitch;"  they 
coming  on  board,  and  jumping  down  into  the  main  hold  without  asking  him 
any  questions,  and  that  they  immediately  began  asking  what  this  package  was^ 
and  what  that  package  was,  of  those  below,  and  that  they  went  in  this  manner 
all  fore  and  aft  of  the  ship,  and  that  when  they  came  aft  they  saw  the  cabin-boy» 
and  he  told  them  it  was  the  cabin-boy  I  had  taken  on  board  to  carry  to  the 
United  States.  This  cabin-boy  was  taken  on  board  by  me  at  Benguela,  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  him  to  the  United  States  with  me,  it  having  become 
necessary  for  me  to  have  some  one  in  the  cabin,  the  cook  having  become  in- 
temperate and  frequently  intoxicated,  so  that  I  could  not  trust  him  in  the  cabin. 
Shortly  after  my  arriving  on  board  the  "  Waterwitch's"  boat  returned,  two 
ofBcers  coming  in  her.  Lieutenant  Matson,  and  a  midshipman  by  the  name  of 
Jackson^  bringing  the  cabin-boy  with  them.  They  told  me  that  they  had 
taken  him  out  of  my  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  examining  him  on  board  of  their 
vessel,  as  they  did  not  understand  his  language,  and,  finding  that  they  had  no 
one  on  board  who  could  interpret  his  language,  they  had  brought  him  back. 
They  asked  me  for  the  ship's  papers ;  I  gave  them  to  them,  and  they  soon 
returned  them  to  me,  and  previously  to  returning  to  me  they  took  my  clear- 
ance, and  wrote  upon  it,  that  I  had  got  a  black  boy  on  board  that  could  not 
speak  any  English.  They  then  left  me  and  returned  on  board  their  own  vess(4, 
and  in  about  ten  minutes  the  same  officers  again  returned  with  an  armed  crew, 
and  the  commander  told  me  that  he  should  detain  my  vessel  about  seven  days, 
and  again  demanded  my  ship's  papers,  consisting' of  register,  muster- roll,  and 
clearance,  and  shipping  articles.  He  then  ordered  my  own  crew  to  go  ou 
board  of  the  "  Waterwitch."  They  asked  if  they  should  take  their  chests, 
and  were  told  to  take  only  a  shift  of  clothes.  Lieutenant  Matson  then  went  on 
board  the  "  Waterwitch,"  telling  Mr.  Jackson  to  see  his  orders  executed. 

At  this  time  there  was  an  armed  party  on  board  of  the  "  Tigris,''  belongii^ 
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Duraig  thi6  conversation  I  was  aft,  and  not  near  enough  to  hear  aU  that 
passed ;  but  I  have  stated  all  that  I  heard.  After  the  midshipnnan  had  bailed, 
seeing  another  boat  approaching  from  the  '^  Waterwitcb/'  I  went  forward 
among  my  men  and  advised  them  to  go  peaceably,  telling  them  that  we  were 
under  the  guns  of  an  English  man-of-war,  and  completely  in  their  power,  and 
that  they  had  an  armed  party  on  board,  and  if  we  resisted  it  would  be  worse 
for  us.  One  of  the  men  then  told  me,  in  the  presence  of  the  midshipman^  that 
he  had  been  called  by  the  midshipman  ''  a  bloody  son  of  a  bitch/'  and  be 
would  have  satisfaction.  They  8till>  generally,  refused  to  go,  saying  that  they 
had  shipped  under  my  orders  and  would  not  obey  any  English  officer,  andlhat 
they  knew  how  it  would  be ;  that  if  they  went  on  board  they  should  be  half 
starved  to  death,  and  put  upon  two-thirds  allowance.  I  told  them  they  should 
take  the  ship's  provisions  to  last  them^  and  ordered  the  cook  to  put  them  up  a 
bag  of  beef  and  bread,  which  they  did  not  finally  take.  The  commander  of 
the  **  Water  witch"  having,  by  this  time,  returned  on  board  with  the  second 
armed  party  that  the  midshipman  had  hailed  for,  and  told  me  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  their  taking  any  provisions,  as  they  should  have  plenty  to  eat  on 
board  his  vessel,  and  also  told  me  that  they  ^vould  not  be  gone  more  thaa  three 
days,  the  men  then  consented  to  go. 

At  this  time  I  asked  the  commander  if  his  taking  my  vessel  would  prevent 
my  discharging  my  cargo,  and  taking  other  caigo  in.  He  said,  most  certainly  . 
it  would.  I  told  him  my  cargo  was  all  sold,  and  was  to  have  been  landed  the 
next  day,  and  that  a  great  part  of  it  was  of  a  perishable  nature,  and  that  if  he 
would  let  me  discharge  it,  I  should  take  on  board  twice  the  amount  in  ivory. 
He  said  no,  and  ordered  the  midshipman  to  let  nothing  go  in  or  out,  and  to 
let  no  boat  come  alongside  during  his  absence;  and  he  gave  the  ship's  papers 
into  Mr.  Jackson's  charge,  and  went  on  board,  and  sent  him  a  letter,  which  I 
suppose  to  be  a  letter  of  instructions.  My  men  at  this  time  went  on  board  the 
man-of-war.  This  left  on  board  myself,  my  mate,  Mr.  Burnham,  the  second 
mate,  Mr.  Henderson,  and  an  American  passenger,  and  the  cook. 

The  commander  of  the  ''  Waterwitch  *'  at  this  time  sent  provisions  and  two 
breakers  of  rum  for  his  men.  The  "Waterwitch"  then  sailed,  and  in  two 
days  again  returned,  and  the  commander,  on  coming  on  board  the  ^'  TigrU/* 
asked  tor  my  Jog-book.  I  told  Mr.  Burnham,  the  mate,  under  whose  chaise  it 
was,  to  give  it  to  him.  Previously  to  this  time,  I  bad  told  the  commander  of  the 
"  Waterwitch"  that  I  did  not  suppose,  or  admit,  that  he  had  any  right  to  ask 
me  any  questions  as  to  my  voyage  or  my  papers,  or  to  come  on  board  my  ship ; 
that  my  register  and  my  flag  were  all  he  could  have  a  riglit  to  inquire  into ; 
and  I  doubted  whether  he  had  a  right  to  see  my  register.  He  made  me  no 
answer.  I  asked  him  for  leave  to  go  on  shore  to  settle  my  business,  but  he 
refused  to  permit  me,  saying  that  I  could  not  go  ashore  myself,  or  have  any 
correspondence  with  the  shore. 

Upon  his  taking  the  log-book,  he  told  me  that  he  was  going  to  send  my 
vessel  to  the  United  States.  Upon  that  I  handed  him  a  letter,  giving  him  an 
account  of  my  whole  transactions,  since  I  left  the  United  States  up  to  that  date. 
He  told  the  midshipman  that  he  would  send  a  working  party  on  board,  to  turn 
over  the  whole  cargo,  and  take  an  inventory  of  everything  on  board,  which  they 
did  in  a  very  loose  and  careless  manner,  wasting  a  great  deaA  of  coffee.  At 
that  time  they  let  Mr.  French,  the  passenger,  go  on  shore,  having  previously 
searched  his  chest  throughout.  The  "  Waterwitch"  again  gat  under  weighs 
telling  Mr.  Jackson,  after  he  had  re-stowed  the  cargo,  to  get  under  weigh 
and  meet  him  off  Loando.  The  next  day  but  one  we  got  under  weighs  and  fell 
in  with  the  "  Waterwitch ''  thirty  miles  from  Loando.  They  put  on  board 
more  rum  and  provisions,  and  started  for  Benguela,  telling  Mr.  Jaduon  to  stand 
in  to  Loando  island,  and  a  Portuguese  man-of-war  would  give  him  water, 
which  we  were  then  in  want  of,  and  then  to  get  under  weigh  and  keep  thirty 
miles  out  shore  from  Loando,  and  cruising  about  until  he  should  join  her. 
They  went  in  and  got  their  water,  and  cruised  as  directed  for  five  days.  The 
"  Waterwitch  "  then  returned,  put  wood  and  provisions  on  board  the  "  Tigris" 
sufficient  to  last  to  Ascension,  and  we  were  kept  lying  near  her  all  that  day, 
the  prize-crew  of  the  "  Tigris**  getting  their  clothing  on  board  from  the 
*'  Waterwitch.**  During  the  five  days  we  were  cruising  we  had  no  papers  on 
board  the  "  Waterwitch,"  they  having  been  taken  by  the  commander  of  the 
"  Waterwitch"  when  he  went  to  Benguela.     We  kept  all  that  night  in  com- 
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pany  of  the  ^*  Waterwitch/'  and  the  next  day.  The  last  time  Lieutenant 
Matson  came  on  board,  he  brought  Mr.  Jackson  with  him  in  a  state  of  intoxi- 
cation, which  was  obvious  to  all  o^  board.  At  this  time  I  asked  him  what 
his  reasons  were  for  taking  us,  and  he  said  he  wanted  to  know  if  we  had  any 
right  to  have  these  black  boys  on  board ;  it  was  the  first  thing  of  the  kind  that 
had  ever  occurred,  and  he  wanted  to  try  the  right  of  American  vessels  to  have 
these  boys  on  board,  and  now  the  question  would  be  settled.  At  the  same 
time  I  objected  to  having  rum  brou<;ht  on  board,  as  ray  own  men  did  not  use 
it,  and  my  cook  had  been  drunk  with  their  liquor  several  times.  He  made  no 
answer.  The  same  night,  at  six  o'clock,  we  sailed  for  the  Island  of  Ascension, 
under  the  command  of  Midshipman  Jackson,  our  own  crew  having  previously 
been  brought  back  from  the  "  Waterwitch." 

During  the  passage  to  Ascension  I  was  in  constant  apprehension  for  the 
safety  of  the  vessel,  crew  and  cargo,  from  the  daily  and  gross  intoxication  of 
the  midshipman  who  commanded  her.  I  could  say  nor  do  anything  to  assist 
in  managing  the  vessel  properly,  because,  when  1  attempted  it,  I  was  told  it 
was  none  of  my  business,  or  some  answer  of  that  kind. 

At  Ascension  we  took  in  from  ten  to  fifteen  tons  of  stone  ballast,  and  pro- 
visions and  water  to  last  her  men  to  the  United  States,  and  in  three  days  sailed 
for  Bermuda  and  the  United  States.  From  three  days  after  leaving  Ascension, 
until  we  got  into  latitude  of  about  20^  north,  the  midshipman  continued  ia  a 
state  of  almost  constant  intoxication,  until  the  rum  was  thrown  overboard.  He 
hauled  to  for  Bermuda,  from  latitude  20*,  but  it  was  so  squally  he  could  not 
get  in,  and  then  he  steered  for  the  United  States.  When  we  got  on  the  jcoast 
of  the  United  States,  it  became  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  the  ship,  that  the 
crew  of  the  "  Tigris  "  should  assist  in  managing  her,  and  they  did  so,  and  con-' 
tinned  it  until  she  arrived  in  Salem. 

The  voyage  of  the  *'  Tigris'*  was  intended  to  continue  from  seven  to  eleven 
months ;  it  was  strictly  a  trading  voyage,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  coast  of  Africa  and  the  islands ;  and  my  instructions  allowed 
me  to  take  nothing  in  exchange  for  my  outward  cargo  but  ivory,  coffee,  wax, 
gum,  oil,  and  money,  and  these  were  the  only  articles  taken.  The  vessel,  during 
this  voyage,  was  not  engaged  in  any  illegal  traffic  whatever,  and  there  was  no 
person  on  board  the  "  Tigris,'*  during  the  whole  voyage,  who  was,  or  ever  had 
been,  a  slave,  to  my  knowledge. 

(Signed)  N.  AUGUSTUS  FRYE. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Essex  Sessions,  February  3,  A.D.  1841^ 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me, 

(Signed)  JNO.  GLEN  KING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 
Deposition  of  Thomas  Williams. 


I,  Thomas  Williams,  of  lawful  age,  do  on  oath  depose  and  declare,  that  I  was 
one  of  the  seamen  of  the  brig  "  Tigris,*'  N.  A.  Frye  maijiter,  on  her  late  voyage 
from  Salem  to  the  Coast  of  Africa ;  that  I  have  now  had  read  to  me  the  affidavit 
of  Captain  Frye,  before  written,  and  agree  generally  with  his  statements,  as  to 
the  course  and  conduct  of  the  voyage,  the  manner  in  which  the  brig  was  taken 
by  the  British  armed  brig  '•  Waterwitch,"  the  conduct  of  the  midshipman  who 
was  put  in  command  of  the  "  Tigris^"  and  the  occurrences  generally  on  her  pas- 
sage to  Salem. 

While  Captain  Frye  was  on  shore  at  Ambriz,  Lieutenant  Matson  and  Mid- 
shipman Jackson  came  on  board  from  the  ''  Waterwitch/'  and  saying  a  word  or 
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the  cabin  boy  with  them,  as  related  above  by  Captain  Frye,  A  short  time  after- 
wards a  boat  came  with  a  company  of  armed  men,  and  they  all  came  on  deck,  and  our 
crew,  with  some  of  the  crew  ofthe**  Cypher/*  were  singing  and  amusing  onrselvesi 
and  the  first  word  we  heard  ws^s  from  Midshipman  Jackson,  standing  in  the  waste^ 
^^  Come,  there,  bundle  into  the  boats;*'  with  that  we  all  knocks  off  singing,  and^ 
says  I,  *'  Bundle  into  the  boats ;  what  do  you  mean  by  that?  you  a'n't  a  going  to 
bundle  any  of  us  into  the  boats ;"  and  then  we  all  jumped  up  and  went  aft.  With 
that  he  said,  *•  Damn  you,  get  into  the  boat."  The  ^*  Waterwitchs**  boat  was 
then  lying  alongside.  Says  I,  "  Don't  damn  me ;"  said  he,  ^*  You  damned  son 
of  a  bitch,  Til  make  you  go,"  and  by  that  he  ordered  his  men  under  arms,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  saw  some  of  his  men  loading  their  muskets,  and  drawing  their 
cutlasses,  and  sounding  Iheir  pistols.  We  said  we  would  not  go ;  that  we  shipped 
to  go  the  voyage  from  Salem  in  that  vessel,  and  to  Salem  back  again,  and  out 
of  that  vessel  we  would  not  be  turned.  After  a  good  deal  of  hard  language,  we 
still  refusing  to  go,  he  threatened  to  make  us  go  by  force,  and  hailed  the  ^'  Water- 
witch.*'  One  of  the  marines  from  the  '*  Waterwitch  "  came  and  persuaded  us  to 
go  on  board,  saying  we  should  not  be  hurt.  Then  Lieutenant  Matson,  with  a 
number  of  armed  men,  came  on  board  and  asked  what  was  the  matter,  and  we  up 
and  told  him  that  we  would  not  be  abused,  that  we  had  been  damned,  and  cursed^ 
and  threatened  to  be  turned  out  of  our  own  vessel. 

The  commander  of  the  ''  Waterwitch"  said,  '*  You  won't  be  detained  but  two 
or  three  days ;  I  am  only  just  going  up  to  Angola,  and  you  need  not  take  your 
chests."  I  told  him  I  did  not  want  to  go  on  board  the  *'  Waterwitch,"  to  be  put 
on  short  allowance,  and  he  said  we  should  have  enough  to  eat,  and  fare  the  same 
as  the  rest  did.  We  then  went  on  board,  and  took  nothing  but  a  shirt  and 
trowsers,  and  a  bit  of  tobacco.  We  went  to .  Loanda  and  then  returned  to  the 
*'  Tigrisy'  and  were  gone  two  days.  They  told  us  that  the  *^  Tigris "  was  a 
prize,  and  was  going  to  be  sent  to  America,  and  they  got  a  prize  crew  ready  to 
be  put  on  board  of  her.  I  went  aft  on  board  of  the  "  Waterwitch,"  and  asked  the  ' 
commander  when  we  were  going  on  board  our  vessel,  and  he  said  not  yet,  and 
then  says  I,  '*  Sir,  will  you  allow  us  to  go  on  board  and  get  some  clothes  ?'' 
**  Yes/'  he  said,  "one  or  two  may  go,  but  not  all.*'  Upon  that,  me  and  another 
man  went  and  got  what  was  sufficient  for  the  whole ;  and  as  soon  as  we  had  got 
them,  Mr.  Jackson  said,  "  There,  they  are  hailing  from  the  vessel,"  and  we  were 
hurried  right  on  board  again^  at  the  same  time  they  were  overhauling  the  cargo 
in  the  hold,  and  taking  it  on  deck.  At  this  time  there  were  none  of  the  crew  of 
the  **  Tigris*'  on  board  her  except  the  captain,  the  two  mates,  the  cook,  and  Mr. 
French,  a  passenger.  When  we  got  on  board,  the  commander  asked  me  if  I 
got  what  I  wanted.  I  told  him  I  had  got  a  few  things.  ^'  Weil,"  says  he,  **  1 
am  only  going  to  keep  you  about  a  week,  and  am  going  up  to  windward  to 
cruise.*'  We  soon  found  that  we  were  going  to  Benguela;  we  went  in  there 
about  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning,  staid  there  about  eight  hours,  during  which 
time  the  commander  and  doctor  went  on  shore.  We  then  started  between  four 
and  five  o'clock ;  that  same  night,  between  about  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  I  heard  the 
commander  of  the  '*  Waterwitch  "  say  to  his  sailing-master  in  his  cabin, "  Damn 
the  brig  and  her  captain  too,  I  wish  we  had  never  seen  her."  The  officer  an- 
swered, "  You've  made  a  bad  job."  The  commander  answered,  **  As  I  have 
taken  her  and  kept  her  so  long,  I  must  send  her  home  ;"  and  the  doctor,  or  some 
one  standing  by,  said,  "  We've  got  into  bad  work."  On  Sunday,  the  day  before 
we  fell  in  with  the  "  Tigris,''  after  the  divisions  were  mustered,  he  called  the 
crew  of  the  "  Tigris*'  all  aft,  and  told  us  that  he  was  going  to  put  us  on  board 
the  "  Tigris"  as  soon  as  we  saw  her,  and  that  we  were  going  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  ^he  was  to  be  sent  directly  to  Salem.  He  said  that  he  should 
give  Mr.  Jackson  a  letter  to  the  British  Cons\il  at  Boston,  so  that  if  Mr. 
Brookhouse  would  not  pay  us  our  wages,  the  British  Consul  would  pay  them. 
The  morning  we  went  on  board  the  "  Tigris^"  he  told  us  to  say  nothing  to  the 
captain  about  the  letter,  and  what  he  had  been  telling  us — I  mean  the  letter 
which  the  commander  had  previously  told  us  he  had  received  from  Captain 
Frye,  in  which  he  said  Frye  had  made  some  statements  against  the  crew  of 
the  "  Tigris."  After  we  got  on  board  the  "  Tigris,"  I  went  immediately  to 
Captain  Frye,  and  told  him  what  the  commander  said  about  the  letter,  and 
he  said  it  was  not  true,  and  he  took  out  a  copy  of  the  letter,  and  read  it  to  me, 
and  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  in  it.  The  next  day  after  we  fell  in  with  the 
"  Tigris,""  and  after  I  went  on  board  her,  they  brought  on  board  the  *'  Tigris" 
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from  the  "  Waterwitch,"  the  rum  and  provisions  for  the  prize  crew  to  last  them 
to  Ascension.  On  that  day  Mr.  Jackson  lay  on  the  hen-coop  dnmk  from  about 
two  to  about  five  o'clock.  The  same  night  he  came  on  board,  and  was  thes 
intoxicated,  and  that  night  about  eight  or  nine  o'clock  we  made  sail.  He  con- 
tinued intoxicated  most  of  the  time  during  the  passage,  and  we  felt  ourselves  in 
constant  danger  from  the  careless  and  heedless  and  imprudent  maimer  in  which 
the  vessel  was  managed. 

I  have  been  on  several  voyages  before  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  in  American 
and  English  vessels.  The  voyage  of  the  '*  Tigris,''  and  the  trading  at  tbe 
different  places  where  she  stopped,  was,  as  far  as  I  knew  or  saw,  exactly  like  the 
trading  of  all  other  merchant  vessels  in  which  I  have  been  to,  Africa :  I  have 
known  boys  to  be  taken  on  board  the  vessels  in  which  I  have  sailed  several  times, 
on  board  English  as  well  as  American  vessels,  to  do  work  on  board  the  vesnels 
whenever  they  were  needed ;  and  have  known  them  carried  to  England  in  £i^- 
lish  vessels  to  London,  and  I  never  before  knew  or  heard  of  any  difficulty  or 
trouble  about  it.  Tbe  boy  we  had  came  on  board  the  *•  Tigris**  as  a  cabin  boy, 
in  the  same  way  that  boys  have  come  on  board  the  other  vessels  in  which  I  have 
sailed^  and  was  as  free  as  any  of  as  on  board,  and  was  used  as  such. 

On  the  30th  day  of  December  we  arrived  in  Salem,  where  I  belong,  and  where 
I  have  a  wife  and  family.  After  I  got  on  shore  at  Salem,  Mr.  Jackson  met  me, 
and  ordered  me  to  go  on  board  again,  as  he  wanted  us  all  on  board.  Says 
I,  '*  No,  Sir,  I've  got  my  foot  on  Yankee  ground  here,  and  gbd  I  am  of  it,  and 
111  not  take  it  off  again." 

(Signed)  THOMAS  WILLIAMS. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Essex  Sessions,  February  4,  ajd.  184  L 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me, 

(Signed)  JOHN  GLEN  KING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 


Commander  Matson  to  the  Secretary  or  Registrar  ^  ^hersfihe  Circuit  Courts 

of  the  Ihiited  States. 

Her  Britannic  Majestv*s  brig  ^*  WaterwitcK** 
off  Angola  J  October  19, 1840. 

(See  Thirteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  253,  page  203.) 


Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

Mr.  Aspinwall  to  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 
Sir,  London,  December^  29,  1840. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  with  this  letter  the  affidavits  of  four  native 
American  seamen — John  G.  Sleeper,  Ransom  Harmon,  Henry  Eastman,  and 
Benjamin  Peabody — which  I  causei  to  be  taken,  or  their  recently  applying  here 
for  relief,  in  consequence  of  having  beafi  compelled  to  qnit  the  barque  ^*  Jones'* 
of  New  York  at  the  time  of  her  seizure  by  the  British  brigantine  of  war 
"  Dolphin,"  at  St  Helena,  for  being  coursed  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  substance  of  these  affidavits  is  as  follows.  The  barcjue  ''  Jones,'*  owned 
by  Messrs.  Farnham  and  Fry,  of  Salem  and  New  York,  sailed  from  Boston  the 
12th  of  last  March,  ostensibly  for  Montevideo.  Her  crew  signed  articles  for  that 
destination  ;  but  about  three  weeks  after  her  course  was  altered  for  the  Coast  of 
Africa,  where  she  subsequently  arrived  at  the  port  of  Ambriz»  and  after  dis- 
dialing  part  of  her  cargo  there,  went  to  Loando  and  back  again  to  Ambriz, 
thence  on  a  fresh  voyage  to  St.  Helena,  with  the  intention  of  returning  to  Ambriz. 
About  the  9th  or  10th  of  September  she  was  seized  by  the  captain  of  Her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  brigantine ''  Dolphin/'  as  stated  above. 

The  proofs  relied  upon  in  justihcation  of  the  seizure,  and  probably,  also^  of  the 
subsequent  condemnation  at  Sierra  Leone,  appear  to  have  been, — falsified  papers, 
a  Spanish  or  Portuguese  letter  descriptive  of  the  character  and  purpose  of  the 
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voyage,  five  pairs  of  slave  irons  called  shackles,  and  a  quantity  of  salt  fish,  sudi 
as  is  supplied  to  slaves,  found  on  board  the  ''  Jones*  at  the  time. 

As  the  interposition  of  our  Goveruroeot  may  soon  be  called  for,  either  politically 
or  judicially,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  furnish  it  with  the  affidavits  in  question, 
that  it  might  be  able  to  regulate  its  proceedings  by  information  of  the  most  positive 
and  auUientic  character  attainable  at  this  moment 

The  four  seamen  have  been  furnished  with  passage  to  the  United  States  in  the 
ship  ^*  Philadelphia'  of  New  York,  which  left  hwe  on  the  23rd  instant,  and 
shonld  reach  that  place  about  the  time  the  present  letter  is  received.  I  subjoin  a 
minute  of  their  places  of  residence,  in  case  their  te^mony  should  be  wanted. 

I  havfi   &c 
(Signed)  THOMAS  ASPINWALL. 

Address.    John  G.  Sleeper,  No.  410,  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

„  Ransom   Harmon,  No.  19,  South  Division   Street,  Buffalo,  New 

York. 
„  Henry  Eastman,  Brookfield,  Madison  Co.,  New  York. 

„  Benjamin  Peabody,  No.  128,  Tremont  Street,  Boston. 


Eighth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 
Affidavit  of  John  G.  Sleeper. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  London. 

I,  Thomas  Aspinwali,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  London,  and 
the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and  certify  to  all  whom  it  may 
concern,  that  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1840,  John 
Gilman  Sleeper  applied  at  this  office  for  relief  as  a  destitute  American  seaman, 
and  having  exhibited  a  seaman's  protection,  numbered  352,  issued  from  the 
Custom-house  of  the  district  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  dated  the  11th  day  of 
March  and  jear  aforesaid,  thereafter  made  oath  as  follows,  that  is  to  say, — 

That  he  is  a  native  of  Newington,  in  the  county  of  Rockingham  and  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  one  of  the  said  United  States ;  that  being^  in  Boston,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  12th  day  of  March  aforesaia,  he  shipped  as  an 
American  seaman  on  board  the  American  barque  **  Jones*  of  New  York,  James 
Gilbert  master,  to  proceed  in  her  to  Montevideo  and  a  market,  and  thence  to 
a  port  of  discharge  in  said  States.  That  he  accordingly  sailed  in  said  barque 
from  Boston  aforesaid  on  the  day  Last  above  written,  and  proceeded  in  her  to- 
wards said  Montevideo  with  an  assorted  cargo,  the  principal  part  consisting  of 
flour  and  gunpowder. 

That  after  being  at  sea  about  20  days,  it  became  obvious  to  this  deponent  and 
others,  the  crew  of  the  said  barque,  that  her  course  had  been  altered^  and  that 
she  was  proceeding  in  direction  to  the  northward  and  eastward ;  on  inquiring 
of  the  mate  of  said  barque  the  cause  of  such  alteration,  was  told  that  the  vessel 
was  on  her  way  to  the  Coast  of  Africa.  TThat  said  barque  held  on  the  latter 
course,  and  proceeded  to  Ambriz  on  said  Coast,  where  she  arrived  in  June  last, 
and  landed  part  of  her  cargo.  That  he  was  left  ashore  at  Ambriz  as  supercargo's 
assistant,  and  tha*e  remained  during  five  weeks,  when  he  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed in  her  to  said  Ambriz.  Tiiat  he  thence  sailed  in  said  barque  to  St.  Helena, 
where  they  arrived  about  the  24th  day  of  the  following  month  T August).  That 
after  being  in  St  Helena  about  a  fortnight,  said  barque  '^  Jones**  was  seized  by 
H^  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine  *'  Dolphin,*'  on  the  charge  of  having  false 
papers  on  board,  and  being  concerned  in  Slave  Trade.  That  he  was  then  taken 
on  board  the  said  brigantine  ''  Dolphin,"  where  he  remained  about  a  month,  and 
then  shipped  by  the  advice  of  the  commander  of  said  brigantine  in  the  English 
ship  *'  Java/'  Dulhic  master,  bound  to  this  port :  that  he  sailed  in  said  ship 
from  St.  Helena  aforesaid  on  the  17th  day  of  October  last  past,  and  arrived  in 
this  port  OB  the  dth  day  of  December  first  above  written ;  and  this  deponent 
farther  swears  owners  of  said  barque  are  Messrs.  Farnham  and  Fry  of  New 
York  and  of  Salem,  and  that  Mr.  P.  S.  Farnham,  one  of  said  owners,  was  in  the 
shipping  office  at  Boston  aforesaid,  at  the  time  he,  this  deponent,  signed  articles 
to  proceed  to  Montevideo,  as  aforesaid.  That  he,  this  deponent,  had  no 
suspicion   whatever  that  the  vessel  was  going  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  until 
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he  observed  the  alteration  of  her  course.  Tlmt  while  at  Ambriz,  in  his  capacity 
of  supercargo's  assistant,  he  saw  the  invoice  book  of  said  barque,  in  which  it 
appeared  that  said  vessel  was  bound  to  Ambriz,  the  cargo  being  consigned  to 
Farnham  W.  Fry  (brother  to'  said  owner  Fry),  supercargo  on  board  said  barque 
**  Jones.''  That  while  on  board  said  barque  at  Loando  a  Portuguese  vessel-of- 
war  sent  an  oflScer  on  board  and  demanded  to  see  said  barque  s  papers,  where- 
upon said  master  produced  a  set  of  shipping  articles  which  this  deponent  had 
never  before  seen,  and  which  he  observed  were  headed  "  To  Ambriz  and 
Loando."  That  on  examination  of  said  barque  at  St.  Helena  by  the  commander 
of  said  brigantine  '*  Dolphin,*'  five  pairs  of  shackles,  called  slave-irons,  were 
found  on  board;  and  this  deponent  lastly  swears,  that  while  on  board  said 
brigantine  he  was  informed  by  her  officers  that  a  letter  or  letters  written  in  the 
Spanish  language  had  been  found  in  said  barque  addressed  to  the  master 
thereof,  relating  to  cei-tain  slaves  which  were  to  have  been  received  on  board  by 
said  master. 

(Signed)  JOHN  G.  SLEEPER. 

In  testimony  of  all  which  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of 
the  Consulate  of  the  United  States  in  London  aforesaid,  this  17th  day 

(L.S.)       of  December  and  year  aforesaid,  and  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  said  United  States. 

(Signed)  THO.  ASPINWALL. 


Ninth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 
Affidavit  of  Ransom  Harmon. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  London. 

I,  Thomas  Aspinwall^  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  London 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and  certify  to  all  whom 
it  may  concern,  That  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1840,  Ransom  Harmon  applied  at  this  office  for  relief  as  a  destitute  American 
seaman;  and  having  exhibited  a  seaman's  protection,  numbered  605,  issued 
from  the  Custom-house  of  New  Bedford,  dated  the  16th  day  of  July,  1838, 
thereafter  made  oath  as  follows :  that  is  to  say, — 

That  he  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Clarence,  Erie  County  and  State  of  New 
York.     That  being  in  Boston  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  on  the  12th  day  of 
March^  and  year  first  above  written,  he  shipped  as  an  American  seaman  on  board 
the  American  barque  "  Jones ^^^  of  New  York,  James  Gilbert  master,  having 
signed  articles  of  agreement  to  proceed  in  her  to  Montevideo  and  a  market,  and 
thence  to  a  port  of  discharge  in  said  States.     That  he  accordingly  sailed  in  said 
barque  from  Boston  aforesaid,  on  the  day  last  above  written,  and  proceeded  in 
her  towards  said  Montevideo  with  an  assorted  cargo,  the  principal  part  consisting 
of  flour,  sea  biscuit,  and  gunpowder,  as  also  about  thirty  thousand  feet  of  pine 
boards.     That  after  being  at  sea  about  twenty  days,  this  deponent  was  informed 
by  the  mate  of  said  barque  that  her  course  had  been  altered  by  the  direction  of 
said  master,  and  that  she  was  seising  for  Ambriz  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  where 
said  ship  arrived  in  June  last,  and  there  landed  about  30,000  kegs  of  gunpowder. 
That  he  then  proceeded  in  said  barque  to  Loando,  whence  (having  there  remained 
during  three  weeks,  and  discharged  more  of  her  cargo)  she  returned  to  said  Am- 
briz.    That  he  thence  sailed  in  said  barque  to  St.  Helena,  where  they  arrived  in 
the  following  month,  August.     That  after  being  in  St.  Helena  about  16  days, 
during  which  time  said  barque  had  taken  on  board  several  bales  of  cotton  cloth, 
and  was  about  to  return  to  Ambriz,  she  was  seized  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
brigantine  '"  Dolphin,"  on  the  charge  of  having  false  papers  on  board,  and  being 
concerned  in  the  Slave  Trade  ;  and  on  examination  made  by  the  officers  of  said 
brigantine  Qn  board  said  barque  "  JoneSy'  five  pairs  of  fetters,  called  slave-irons, 
were  discovered  on  board,  and  among  the  cargo  was  found  two  bags  of  ground 
grain  called  farina,  which  had  been  taken  on  board  at  Ambriz,  and  about  20 
barrels  of  salt  fish  of  a  veiy  inferior  quality,  which  had  been  brought  in  said 
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he  shipped  by  the  advice  of  the  commander  of  said  brigantine  in  the  English  ship 
'*  Java/'  Dulhic  master,  bound  to  this  port,  and  sailed  in  her  on  the  17th  of 
October  last  past,  and  arrived  in  this  port  on  the  9th  day  of  December  first  above 
written.  That  while  on  board  said  brigantine  he  was  informed  by  one  of  her 
company  who  had  been  present  during  the  examination  of  said  barque  *^  JoneSy'* 
that  a  letter  written  in  Spanish  had  been  found  on  board,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  said  master  was  to  convey  a  number  of  slaves  from  Ambriz  to  the  coast  o( 
Brazil;  he,  this  deponent,  likewise  heard  while  on  board  said  brigantine,  that  the 
p^ne  boards  or  planks  found  in  said  barque  were  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
slave  deck.  And  this  deponent  lastly  swears,  that  he  was  further  informed  by 
the  First-Iiieu tenant  of  said  brigantine,  that  two  vessels  belonging  to  Messieurs 
Famham  arid  Fry  (owners  of  the  barque  "  JoneSy'  as  aforesaid)  had  on  a  former 
occasion  been  seized  on  similar  suspicion  by  the  same  brigantine  "  Dolphin,'*  and 
that  the  name  of  one  of  said  vessels  was  the  '*  Butterfly  J' 

(Signed)  RANSOM  HARMON. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the 
Consulate  of  the  United  States  in  London  aforesaid,  this  17th  day  of 

(L.S.)       December,  and  year  first  above  written,  and  in  the  65th  year  of  the 
Independence  of  the  said  United  States. 

(Signed)  THO.  ASPINWALL. 


Tenth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 
Affidavit  of  Henry  Eastman. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  London. 

I  Thomas  Aspinwall,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  London 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and  certify,  to  all  whom  it 
may  concern,  that  on  the  11th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1840, 
Henry  Eastman  applied  at  this  office  for  relief  as  a  destitute  American  seaman, 
and  exhibited  his  protection,  numbered '*  626,"  issued  from  the  Cu^om-House 
of  New  Bedford,  dated  the  20th  day  of  July,  1838.  And  on  the  14th  day  of 
December  aforesaid,  Benjamin  Peabody  applied  at  this  office  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, and  exhibited  his  protection,  numbered  ^*1173,"  Charlestown, 
dated  the  18th  day  of  October,  1838.  And  thereafter  severally  made  oath  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say, — 

And  first  this  deponent,  Eastman,  made  oath,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Brook- 
field,  Madison  county  and  State  of  New  York.  The  deponent  Peabody  in  like 
manner  declared,  that  he  is  a  native  of  New  Bedford,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  both  said  deponents  further  swear,  that  being  in  Boston  in  said 
State,  in  the  month  of  March,  and  year  first  above  written,  they  shipped  in  the 
American  barque  "t/b«e5,"  of  New  York,  James  Gilbert  master,  and  signed 
articles  of  agreement  to  proceed  in  her  to  Montevideo  and  a  market,  and  thence 
to  a  port  of  discharge  in  the  United  States.  That  they  accordingly  sailed  in 
said  barque,  and  proceeded  for  Montevideo  with  an  assorted  cargo,  the  principal 
part  consisting  of  flour  and  gunpowder.  That  after  being  at  sea  about  20  days, 
said  barque's  course  was  altered,  and  these  deponents  were  informed  by  the 
chief  mate  that  they  were  bound  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  That  said  barque  pro- 
ceeded to  Ambriz  on  said  coast,  and  arrived  there  in  June  last,  and  having 
landed  part  of  her  cargo  proceeded  to  Loando,  likewise  on  said  coast,  and  there 
remained  about  one  month.  That  during  said  barque's  sojourn  there,  an  officer 
from  a  Portuguese  vessel  of  war,  stationed  at  said  Loando,  boarded  said  barque 
and  demanded  to  see  her  papers,  whereupon  a  set  of  false  shipping  articles  were 
produced  by  said  master,  who  requested  these  deponents  to  answer  to  the  names 
therein  set  down.  That  said  barque  then  proceeded  to  St.  Helena,  and  arrived 
about  the  latter  part  of  August.  That  after  being  in  St.  Helena  about  a  fort- 
night, said  barque  '*  Jones'*  was  seized  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine 
"Dolphin"  on  the  charge  of  having  false  papers  on  board,  and  being  concerned 
in  the  Slave  Trade;  and  on  examination,  five  pairs  of  shackles,  called  slave- 
irons,  were  discovered  on  board  said  barque.  That  these  deponents  were  then 
taken  on  board  said  brigantine,  and  there  remained  about  a  month,  and  then 
shipped,  by  advice  of  the  commander  of  said  brigantine,  in  the  English  ship 
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'*  Java,"  Dulhic,  bound  to  this  port,  where  they  arrived  on  the  9th  day  of  De- 
cember first  above  written.  And  these  deponents  did  lastly  swear,  that  while 
on  board  said  brigantine  at  St.  Helena,  they  wore  informed  that  a  letter  written 
in  Spanish  had  been  found  in  said  barque,  by  which  it  appeared  that  said  Gil- 
bert was  to  have  proceeded  to  Ambriz  to  receive  a  number  of  slaves  on  board 
his  said  vessel. 

(Signed)  HENRY  EASTMAN. 

his 
BENJAMIN  {^  PEABODY. 
mark. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  Ibe 
CoBSulate  of  the  United  States  in  London  aforesaid,  this  19th  day  of 

(L.S.)       December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1840,  and  in  the  65th  year  of  the 
Indepeodence  of  the  said  United  States. 

(Signed)  THO.  ASPINWALL. 


Eleventh  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 
Memorial  of  Mee^re.  Farnham  and  Frye,  owners  of  the  barque  "  Jones." 

To  the  Honourable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

Putnam  J.  Farnham,  of  the  dty  of  Salem,  in  Massachusetts,  and  Jed  Frye, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  merchants  and  partners  in 
business, 

Respectfully  represent  that  they  are  the  sole  and  absolute  owners  of  the 
barque  *'  Jones,''  a  roistered  vessel  of  the  United  States,  of  about  271  tons 
burden,  James  Gilbert  master. 

That  in  the  month  of  March  last  past,  at  the  port  of  Boston,  in  Massachu- 
setts, they  fitted  out  their  said  barque  for  a  voyage  to  South  America,  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  back  to  the  United  States;  intending  that  she  should  first 
go  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  after  trading  there  proceed  to  St  Helena,  and 
back  to  Africa,  or  directly  thence  to  South  America,  as  circumstances  might 
make  expedient.  That  having  laden  on  board  of  said  barque  a  valuable  cargo 
of  assorted  goods,  suited  to  the  trade  of  the  voyage  upon  which  she  was  d^- 
tined,and  having  caused  her  to  be  manned  and  furnished  with  documents  and 
papers  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  she  was  cleared  out  and 
i^iled  from  said  Boston  upon  the  voyage  aforesaid,  on  the  13th  day  of  March, 
1840 ;  that  in  the  due  and  legal  prosecution  of  said  voyage,  she  arrived  at 
Atiibriz,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  month  of  June  following,  and  there 
liaving  landed  some  of  her  cargo,  and  taken  in  more  cargo,  she  sailed  for 
Loando,  a  port  above  on  the  coast,  and  there  also  landed  and  took  in  cargo, 
and  thence  returned  to  Ambriz;  that  in  the  month  of  August,  in  the  same 
year,  in  the  legal  prosecution  of  said  voyage,  said  barque  sailed  for  St  Helena, 
and  arrived  there  the  last  of  the  same  month. 

And  your  memorialists  further  represent  that  after  said  master  had  finished 
his  business  at  St.  Helena,  and  said  barque  was  ready  to  proceed  upon  her 
said  voyage,  she  was  with  her  cargo  on  board  forcibly  and  against  right  and 
law  seized  and  taken  possession  of  by  an  armed  party  from  the  British  national 
brigantine  of  war  called  the  ''  Dolphin,"  Lieutenant  Littlehales  commander, 
acting  under  the  orders  of  said  commander,  and  the  said  master  of  said  barque 
and  his  officers  and  crew  forcibly  dispossessed  of  his  said  barque,  and  the  said 
master  forbidden  to  come  on  board  said  barque,  and  threatened  with  death  if 
he  attempted  it,  by  an  armed  sentinel  from  said  brig  ''  Dolphin,''  stationed  (m 
board  said  barque,  and  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  officers  of  said  brig ; 
that  the  crew  of  said  barque  were  sent  on  board  said  brig  ''  Dolphin/'  and 
treated  as  prisoners,  and  there  put  on  short  allowance,  and  cruelly  plundered 
of  their  clothing  and  efiects ;  that  the  hatches  of  said  barque  were  broken 
open,  her  cargo  overhauled,  the  packages  and  boxes  and  casks  broken  open, 
and  their  contents  torn  out  and  scattered  about  and  greatly  injured,  and  said 
barque  and  her  cargo  treated  in  every  respect  like  a  prize  to  a  piratical  and 
irresponsible  rover;  that  by  means  of  this  illegal  and  unjust  seizure  and 
plunder,  said  barque  with  her  said  cargo  have  become  and  are  wholly  lost  to 
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your  memorialists^  the  owners,  and  their  insurers,  and  the  profits  of  said 
voyage  lost. 

And  your  memorialists  know  no  other  alleged  or  pretended  causes  or  rea- 
sons for  this  gross  violation  of  their  rights,  than  the  fact  that  the  master  of  the 
said  barque  did  not  immediately  exhibit  to  the  said  commander  of  said  brig 
the  manifest  of  his  cargo  when  the  same  was  abruptly  demanded  of  said  master 
in  the  streets  of  St.  Helena,  on  a  Saturday  night,  after  the  Custom-House  was 
closed,  said  master  at  same  time  offering  to  show  the  same  to  said  commander, 
and  give  him  any  other  information  upon  the  subject,  on  the  Monday  morning 
following ;  and  your  memorialists  have  also  heard,  that  to  justify  the  said  seizure 
tiie  commander  and  officers  of  said  British  brigantine  '*  Dolphin  "  have  pie- 
tended  that  they  had  suspicions  that  said  barque  would  be  engaged  in  the 
Slave  Trade  upon  the  said  voyage,  if  she  went  back  to  the  coast  of  Africa ; 
but  your  memorialists  do  further  most  earnestly  and  confidently  state  that  the 
said  voyage  was  conducted  by  the  master  and  crew  of  said  barque  in  every 
respect  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  places  where  said 
barque  traded  in  the  course  of  it,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
aU  Treaties  to  which  the  United  States  are  parties ;  omd  that  at  no  place  and  at 
no  time,  on  said  voyage  or  any  other  voyage,  were  the  master  or  crew  of  said 
barqoe,  or  her  owners  or  their  agents,  concerned  or  engaged  directly  or  indirectly 
in  the  Slave  Trade,  or  in  any  other  illegal  traffic  or  business  whatsoever,  but  on 
the  contrary  that  they  or  each  of  them  strictly  confined  themselves  on  said  voyage 
to  the  usual  and  proper  trade  in  goods  and  merchandise  whieb  is  common  and 
l^al  to  all  merchants  and  traders.  ^ 

And  your  memorialists  most  respectfully  do  further  represent,  that  they  are 
merchants  who  have  been  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  trade  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  have,  they  trust,  conducted  themselves  in  it  in  a  manner  to  bring  no 
discredit  on  themselves  as  feir  and  upright  traders,  or  upon  the  nation  to  which 
titey  belong ;  that  they  feel  that  the  large  funds  which  they  have  embarked  in 
tUs  trade  are  in  immment  danger,  if  an  immediate  and  effectual  interposition  ^fgt 
the  part  of  their  Government  is  not  exerted;  that  standing  there  as  American 
citizens  and  merchants,  carrymg  on  an  honest  and  fair  branch  of  the  commerce 
of  their  country,  and  under  its  flag  and  in  the  confidence  of  its  protection,  they 
openly  take  the  liberty  to  express  to  the  Secretary  of  State  their  assured  hope 
that  they  are  not  to  he  abandoned  by  their  rulers  to  lawless  outrage  and  plunder 
&om  any  foreign  nation,  under  the  insulting  pretence  of  a  right  of  search,  which 
the  laws  of  tiieir  coaatry  and  the  spkit  a£  its  citizens  have  ever  refused  to  con- 
cede in  its  treaties  vrith  foreign  nations. 

And  your  memorialists  fur^er  represent  that  Uie  statements  assured  are  fully 
supported  by  the  docum^itary  evidence  taken  at  St.  Helena,  now  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  by  the  affidavits  which  accompany  this  memoriaL 

They  therefore  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicit,  that  such  measures  may 
be  adopted  by  the  American  Government  as  will  procure  them  redress  and 
reparation  from  the  Foreign  Power  by  the  authority  of  whose  officers  they  have 
been  thus  injured  and  despoiled. 

(Signed)  P.  J.  FARNHAM, 

Salem,  February  4,  1841. 

(Signed)  JED  FRYE. 

New  York,  February  6,  1841. 


Twelfth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 
Affidavit  of  Henry  Eastman. 

I,  Henry  Eastman,  of  lawful  age,  do  on  oath  depose  and  say^  that  I  bdonged 
to  tfie  barque  **  Jones,''  James  Gilbert  master,  as  one  of  her  crew,  when  she 
was  taken  possession  of  at  St.  Helena  by  the  British  armed  brig  the  ^'Dolphin.*' 

The  banque  sailed  from  Boston  some  time  in  Marda,  1840,  and  arrived  oa 
the  coast  of  Africa  some  time  in  June;  and  first  arrired  at  the  port  of  Ambriss, 
and  there  landed  and  took  in  goods,  and  went  up  to  Loando,  and  from  there 
came  back  to  Ambriz;  and  after  taking  in  goods  for  St  Hdena,  we  sailed  for 
that  island  and  arrived  there  the  last  of  August,  as  far  as  I  can  now  recollect 
We  traded  there,  landed  bread  and  flour  and  other  articles,  and  took  on  board 
ba&st;  and  while  we  lay  there  the  boat  of  the  ''Dolphin''  came  on  board 
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several  times  with  an  officer — as  manjas  five  or  six  times.  The  officer  went  into 
the  cabin  with  Mr.  Davis,  the  mate,  whenever  the  boat  came,  but  what  passed 
between  them  I  don't  know.  The  captain  was  not  on  board  at  these  times.  I 
mean  to  say  that  this  took  place  before  the  vessel  was  seized  by  the  "  Dolphin," 
and  while  the  captain  was  on  shore  doing  the  business  of  the  voyage.  The 
barque  got  all  ready  for  sea;  the  long-boat  was  hoisted  in,  and  everything  stowed, 
when  one  Sunday  a  boat  came  on  board  from  the  British  brig  *'  Dolphin/'  with 
an  officer,  two  marines,  and  a  boat's  crew,  all  armed  with  cutlasses  and  pistols, 
and  the  marines  had  muskets.  They  first  hoisted  the  long-boat  on  one  sideband 
took  off  the  main  hatches,  and  took  up  some  of  the  cargo  on  to  the  deck,  and 
then  they  opened  some  of  the  casks  and  cases  and  bales;  some  of  the  casks  had 
crockery  in  them,  and  some  of  the  cases  shoes — and  the  bales  contained  cotton 
goods,  such  as  we  have  to  trade  with  on  the  coast;  they  worked  nearly  all  day 
on  Sunday,  and  tore  the  things  pretty  well  up  in  the  hold ;  they  overhauled  all 
the  ballast,  or  nearly  all,  that  we  took  on  board  at  St.  Helena.  The  gunner  of 
the  **  Dolphin"  was  below,  and  the  lieutenant  went  down  once  in  a  while.  The 
captain  came  on  board  and  went  into  the  cabin ;  he  did  not  stay  long,  and  I  did 
not  hear  anything  that  was  said  by  him  or  to  him.  The  British  left  an  officer 
and  two  marines  on  board  all  night;  the  next  day  a  boat's  crew  and  two  marines 
came  on  board  again,  and  were  overhauling  her,  knocking  the  boxes  to  pieces  in 
tlie  hold,  until  we  were  ordered  to  go  on  board  the  **  Dolphin,"  which  was  after 
dinner ;  and  then  the  officer  told  us  to  get  everything  up  and  go  on  board  the 
•^  Dolphin,"  and  we  had  all  our  things  overhauled  as  we  got  on  the  gangway  of 
the  "  Dolphin."  The  officers  said  the  man  on  shore  was  not  a  consul,  and  we 
must  stop  on  board,  and  couldn't  go  on  shore  with  our  clothes,  and  that  they 
had  got  to  take  carfe  of  us  until  something  was  done  with  the  barque.  They 
kept  us  on  board  until  the  barque  sailed,  and  then  we  had  liberty  to  go  on  shore 
once  in  a  while;  while  on  board  the  ♦^Dolphin"  we  were  put  on  two-thirds 
allowance,  and  that  is  short  enough  on  board  an  English  vessel.  The  crew  of 
the  ♦* Dolphin"  frequently  said  they  were  sure  of  their  prize-money,  whether  the 
barque  was  condemned  as  a  slaver  or  not;  that  it  was  to  be  33/.  or  34/. ;  our 
clothes  were,  many  of  them,  stolen  by  the  crew  of  the  "Dolphin,"  and  they 
carried  them  on  board  and  sold  them ;  they  did  not  leave  me  a  blanket.  We 
had  part  of  a  bolt  of  duck  distributed  to  us  to  make  trousers,  which  was  taken- 
by  them  from  the  cargo  of  the  barque.     I  knew  the  duck  very  well. 

There  was  nothing  in  this  whole  voyage  of  the  barque  that  1  saw  that  looked 
like  anything  but  a  common  trading  voyage,  and  no  appearance  of  trading  in 
slaves,  or  anything  but  the  common  goods  of  a  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Africa ; 
while  we  were  on  board  the  **  Dolphin"  her  boats  went  constantly  to  the  barque 
both  night  and  day.  There  was  rum  brought  on  board  the  barque  from  the 
'^Dolphin,"  and  carried  into  the  cabin  and  used  there.  The  officers  of  the 
^^  Dolphin"  and  Mr.  Davis,  our  mate,  and  the  steward  then  lived  in  the  cabin. 

(Signed)  HENRY  EASTMAN. 

Essea:  5>.,  February  2,  1841. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me, 

JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE. 


Thirteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

Affidavit  of  Benjamin  Peabody. 

I,  Benjamin  Peabody,  of  lawful  age,  do  on  oath  depose  and  say  that  I 
was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  barque  "  Jones^'  James  Gilbert  master,  at  the  time 
she  was  forcibly  seized  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  British  armed  brigantine 
**  Dolphin/'  Lieut.  Littlehales  commander ;  we  sailed  from  Boston  about  the 
13th  day  of  March  last,  and  arrived  at  Ambriz,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  some 
time  in  the  latter  part  of  June  ;  we  landed  cargo  there  and  took  in  ivory  there, 
and  then  went  up  the  coast  to  Loando ;  we  landed  some  cargo  and  took  in  some 
at  Loando,  and  from  there  we  went  back  to  Ambriz ;  there  we  again  landed  and 
took  in  cargo,  and  in  the  month  of  August  I  think  it  was,  but  can't  tell  the  day, 
we  sailed  for  St.  Helena,  and  arrived  there  the  latter  part  or  very  last  of  August ; 
we  landed  the  cargo  which  we  brought  to  land  there,  and  took  in  ballast  and 
some  bale  goods ;  the  captain  went  on  shore  and  did  his  business  at  the  Custom 
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house,  as  is  always  done  in  foreign  ports.  On  Sunday  an  officer  came  on  board 
the  barque  from  the  British  brig  ^^  Dolphin/'  with  a  boat's  crew  armed  with 
pistols  and  cutlasses^  hoisted  the  long-boat  off  the  hatches,  and  opened  them ; 
then  they  went  down  below,  and  the  mate  sent  me  on  shore  with  two  hands  for 
the  captain  to  come  on  board.  I  went^  and  the  captain  came  on  board  ;  what 
passed  between  him  and  the  officers  I  don't  know,  and  he  soon  after  went  on 
shore  again.  The  men  from  the  British  brig  afterwards  left  the  barque,  but  left 
behind  them  an  officer,  one  marine^  and  two  seamen,  all  armed,  who  remained 
on  board  all  night.  In  the  morning  a  crew  came  on  board  from  the  British  brig 
to  overhaul  the  barque,  and  began  to  overhaul  and  take  out  the  cargo  of  the 
barque,  and  while  they  were  employed  in  this  they  sent  us  on  board  the  **  Dol- 
phin" with  our  things. 

While  the  British  officers  were  on  board,  Mr.  Davis,  the  mate,  brought  me  a 
paper  to  sign,  about  not  wanting  to  go  again  to  the  coast,  as  they  said,  but  I  did 
not  read  it,  and  as  the  rest  signed  it  I  signed  it.  John  Avery,  who  was  a  man- 
of-war's  man^  and  said  he  knew  about  the  laws,  told  us  we  should  not  fare  so 
well  if  we  did  not  sign  it.  We  were  kept  on  board  the  ^*  Dolphin,"  and  were  not 
allowed  to  go  on  board  the  barque,  or  on  shore  until  the  barque  was  gone,  and 
then  they  allowed  us  to  go  on  shore.  While  we  were  on  board  the  *'  Dolphin" 
the  purser  asked  us  one  day  what  we  landed  on  the  coasts  and  we  told  him,  as 
far  as  we  knew,  what  the  goods  were  we  landed,  and  he  wrote  it  down  as  I 
suppose,  but  I  did  not  read  what  he  wrote,  and  we  signed  it;  this  is  all  we 
meant  to  sign,  and  if  he  wrote  anything  else  I  did  not  know  it,  and  did  not  mean 
to  sign  anything  more.  The  crew  of  the  **  Dolphin"  went  on  board  the  barcjue 
every  day,  and  sometimes  several  times  during  the  day  ;  the  jolly-boat  was  gomg 
to  and  fro  almost  all  the  time  until  the  barque  went  off.  I  saw  Mr.  Davis,  the 
mate,  intoxicated  two  or  three  times  during  the  voyage,  on  board,  while  the 
vessel  was  in  port.  While  we  were  on  board  the  "  Dolphin*'  we  were  not 
allowed  to  speak  to  any  one  but  ourselves,  and  no  one  that  came  alongside  was 
allowed  to  speak  to  us  or  we  to  them. 

I  never  saw  anything  on  board  the  barque  or  any  of  the  officers  that  looked 
like  trading  in  slaves,  or  in  anything  else  but  selling  and  buying  goods. 

his 
(Signed)  BENJAMIN  ><   PEABODY. 


Esse^v  Ss.,  February  2,  1841. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 


mark. 
JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE. 


Fourteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

Mr.  W.  Carrol  to  the  Honourable  J.  Forsyth. 

United  States  Consulate,  Island  St.  Helena, 
Honourable  Sir,  October  21,  1840. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  report  to  you  the  following  occurrence,  and  to     ' 
enclose  certain  documents  thereunto  appertaining,  and  to  which  I  respectfully 
beg.  Honourable  Sir,  to  call  your  most  serious  attention. 

On  the  24th  of  August  arrived  at  this  Consulate  (bringing  goods  for  sale)  and 
last  from  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  the  barque  *'  Jones'*  of  New  York,  under 
command  of  James  Gilbert  (owners  per  register  being  Jed  Frye  and  Putnam 
J.  Famham  and  Co.  of  New  York,  and  Josiah  Spalding  of  Salem,  Massachusetts). 

Agreeably  to  law,  the  master,  immediately  after  entering  his  vessel  at  the 
Custom-house,  and  handing  in  there  a  manifest  of  articles  intended  for  sale  here, 
and  complying  with  rule,  came  to  the  office  of  this  Consulate,  and  deposited  the 
register  of  the  "  Jones.'* 

By  the  papers  now  enclosed  you  will  perceive,  Honourable  Sir,  that  this  vessel 
has  been  taken  possession  of  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine-of-war 
**  Dolphin,"  and  you  will  find  in  the  course  of  perusal  that  the  commander  of 
that  vessel  refused  to  recognise  my  consular  interposition,  which  circumstance 
has,  in  her  case,  prevented  my  carrying  out  the  duties  of  my  office. 

From  the  aspect  of  this  affair,  and  the  "  Jones**  having  been  taken  away  from 
this  anchorage  without  her  papers,  I  have  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty,  for  my  pro- 
tection, to  retain  and  preserve  them  in  my  keeping  at  this  Consulate  until  I  shall 
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have  received  your  directions  as  to  their  disposal,  but  for  which  the  master  pos- 
sesses my  receipt. 

I  likewise  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  copy  of  depositions  taken  here  in 
respect  of  several  of  the  "  Jontss "  crew  having  refused  proceeding  on  tbeic 
voyage  agreeably  to  their  own  written  contract,  and  in  violation  of  law,  which 
persons  it  would  have  been  my  indispensable  duty  to  have  sent  to  the  United 
States  for  trial;  but  pending  my  further  operations  in  that  behalf,  the  *^  Jones'* 
was  seized  by  an  armed  force,  and  all  the  crew  taken  out  and  carried  on  board 
the  "  Dolphin"  unsolicited  :  hence  the  invasion  also  of  my  office,  and  the  preven- 
tion  of  my  bringing  to  justice  in  the  United  States  the  guilty  party. 

The  commander  of  the  "  Dolphin"  having  applied  in  writing  to  the  master  of  the 
ship  ^'^  Ann  M'Kim,"  of  New  York,  Joseph  Martin  master,  to  take  to  the  United 
States  the  crew  of  the  "  JoneSy'  the  same  was  replied  to  by  him,  and  then  put 
into  my  hands,  copies  of  which  I  beg  likewise  to  forward  for  your  information, 
and  to  which  I  crave  your  notice  and  your  protection  to  repel  the  unjustifiable 
insinuations  therein  contained  against  me  by  a  youthful  and  inexperienced  officer 
of  subordinate  rank. 

I  further  have  the  honour  of  forwarding  a  correspondence  with  the  Governor 
of  this  island  in  respect  of  bis  non-recognition  of  my  consular  powers,  which 
circumstance  has  grown  out  of  the  present  matter,  notwithstanding  for  upwards 
of  seven  and  a  half  years  past  (as  per  document  likewise  enclosed)  the  local 
authorities  have  recc^ised  and  corresponded  with  me  in  that  capacity,  and  per- 
mitted the  American  flag  to  fly. 

The  United  States'  Government  will  by  the  present  and  past  occurrences  again 
see  the  absolute  necessity  and  pressing  expediency  (for  the  effectual  protection 
of  American  interests),  in  case  of  a  repetition  of  similar  acts,  of  having  the 
consuktr  power  at  St.  Helena  formally  and  properly  recognised,  by  the  direct 
orders  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ministers  in  England. 

1  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  J.  Forsyth,  (Signed)  W.  CARROL, 

Ssc.  8fc.  United  States'  Consular  Commercial  Agent. 


Fifteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

(A.) 

Comfnander  Littlehales  to  Mr.  Martin. 


Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine  oj  war  "  Dolphin^ 
Sir,  St  Helena,  September  28,  1840. 

From  the  report  of  the  boarding  oflScer  of  the  brigantine  under  my 
command,  and  also  from  that  of  an  American  seaman,  who  with  others  are  on 
board  this  vessel,  I  am  induced  to  suppose  that  you  are  not  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  led  to  their  being  here,  and  to  their  seeking  in  your 
vessel  a  passage  to  America,  their  native  land. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  have  been  given  to  understand  the  men  in 
question  have  broken  faith  and  are  insubordinate  and  mutinous,  and  unworthy 
of  being  received  on  board  your  or  any  other  American  vessel.  Such  is  not 
the  case,  indeed  the  contrary  is  the  fact:  the  men  have  been  broken  faith 
with,  and  cajoled.;  the  vessel  in  which  they  were,  unknown  to  them,  had  slave 
equipment  on  board,  and  wag  seized  as  having  such  whilst  at  anchor  in  British 
waters,  a  circumstance  which  the  law  of  England  does  not  for  a  moment  admit 
of;  neither  does  America,  by  a  statute  of  15th  May,  1820,  permit  any  of  her 
citizens  to  be  in  any  way  concerned  in  the  Slave  Trade,  without  being  guilty 
of  piracy. 

I  have  only  to  hope  that  you  will  not  refuse  the  application  of  your  fellow- 
citizens  for  a  passage  in  your  vessel  to  America,  more  especially  as  I  under- 
stand your  complement  is  not  complete.  If  you  do,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  (the  men  having  come  to  me  for  protec- 
tion and  assistance^  such  having  been  denied  them  by  Mr.  Carrol),  to  repre- 
sent the  same,  together  with  other  particulars,  for  the  information  and  con- 
sideration of  the  Government  of  the  United  States^  whom  I  am  quite  sure, 
whatever  motives  may  actuate  a  few  individual  citizens,  have  too  much  the 
spirit  of  the  great  Washington  to  sanction  for  a  moment  any  of  her  citizens  and  ^ 
her  seamen  being  oppressed  and  ill  treated  in  a  foreign  land,  and  especially 
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the  aiding  and  abetting  of  such  by  any  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  either  by 
birth  or  naturalization. 

I  have  &c> 
(Signed)  ED.  LITTLEHALES, 

lAevUenant  and  Commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
brigantine  "  Dolphin'' 

United  States'  Consulate^  Island  St.  Helena. 

1  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  document. 

(Signed)  W.  CARROL, 

United  States'  Consular  Commercial  Agent. 


Sixteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

(B.) 

Mr.  Martin  to  Commander  Littlehales. 

Sir,  James'  Town,  St.  Helena,  Sept.  28,  1840. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date, 
just  received ;  and  whilst  I  beg  to  assure  you  I  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
chief  part  of  the  circumstances  enumerated  therein,  I  must  state  to  you,  that 
I  must  decline  giving  a  passage  from  this  place  to  the  United  States,  to  Ameri- 
can citizens,  even  in  distress,  unless  such  be  applied  for  by  the  Consul  of  my 
country,  notwithstanding  the  complement  of  my  crew  be  suflScient,  as  is  the 
case  in  the  present  instance.  Moreover,  from  what  you  say.  Sir,  it  would  be 
unjustitiable  in  me  to  countenance,  by  affording  a  passage  to  persons,  whom 
you  say  are,  by  a  certain  statute,  as  most  likely  guilty  of  piracy. 

In  anything  relating  to  American  citizens  in  this  place,  such  must  come 
through  the  American  Consul,  William  Carrol,  Esq.,  to  whom  I  have  the  honour 
to  refer  you.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  MARTIN, 

Master  of  Skip  "  Ann  M'Kim." 

United  States'  Consulate,  Island  St.  Helena. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  document. 

(Signed)  W.  CARROL, 

United  States'  Consular  Coinmercial  Agent. 


Seventeenth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

(C.) 

Affidavit  of  James  Gilbert,  Francis  W.  Sexton,  and  Clement  Hammond. 

Depositions  taken  at  the  United  States*  Consulate  at  the  Island  of  Saint 
Helena,  before  William  Carrol,  Consular  Commercial  Agent  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  said  Island. 

We,  James  Gilbert,  master  of  the  barque  called  the  ^*  Jones ^'  belonging 
to  the  port  of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  now  lying  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  the  Island  of  Saint  Helena, 
Francis  W.  Sexton,  supercargo  of  the  said  barque  "  Jones,'  and  Clement 
Hammond,  master  of  the  barque  called  the  "  Volant,"  belonging  to  the  port 
of  Rochester,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  said  United  States  of 
America,  and  now  also  lying  at  anchor  in  the  said  port  of  the  said  Island  of 
Saint  Helena,  do  on  oath  solemnly  and  severally  swear  to  the  following  facts 
as  follows  : — That  is  to  say,  that  we  and  each  and  every  of  us  went  on  board 
the  said  barque  "  Jones,"  in  company  with  the  United  States'  Consular  Com- 
mercial Agent,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  a  difficulty  between  said  James 
Gilbert  and  the  crew  of  the  said  barque  '''Jones,"  on  Saturday,  the  12th  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1840,  when  he  the  said  James  Gilbert 
desired  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  the  chief  officer  of  said  barque  "  Jones''  to  call 
the  sliip's  company  aft,  which  was  done.  When  the  men  so  came  aft,  the 
Consul  asked  the  said  James  Gilbert  his  difficulty,  when  the  said  James  Gil-^ 
bert  informed  him  that  the  crew  of  the  said  barque  had  refused  to  proceedjOOQlC 
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back  in  the  vessel  to  the  West  Coast  of  Africa.     The  Consul  asked  the  crew 
if  they  had  made  such  refusal,  when  he  was  answered  by  several  of  them  in 
the  affirmative ;  the  Consul  then  requested  the  said  James  Gilbert  to  state 
v^^here  the  said  barque  "  Jonts  "  was  bound  to,  and  produce  the  ship's  articles, 
which  was  done.    The  Consul  then  showed  said  articles  to  them,  who  asked 
each  and  every  of  the  persons  named  in  the  said  articles,  and  then  present,  to 
wit,  viz.,  James  Gilbert,  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  Benjamin  Peabody,  William 
F.  Lander,  George  A.  Potter,  Henry  Jenkins,  John  R.  Avery,  Henry  East- 
man, Charles  Wentworth,  Henry  Thomas,  and  Random  Harmon,  if  the  sig- 
natures and  marks  thereon  and  therein  were  theirs,  and  each  of  their  respec- 
tive signatures  and  marks,  to  which  they  and  each  of  them  acknowledged  in 
the  affirmative.     The  Consul  then  read  the  said  ship's  articles,  part  of  which 
are  in  the  following  words,  to  wit,  viz.: — "It  is  agreed  between  the  master 
and  seameti  or  mariners  of  the  barque  '  Jones'  of  New  York,  James  Gilbert 
master,  now  in  the  port  of  Boston,  and  bound  for  Montevideo,  or  other  ports 
between  the  line  of  latitude  of  SfT  south,  and  back  to  her  port  of  discharge  in 
the  United  States.''     He  then  requested  the  said  James  Gilbert  to  produce 
the  chart  of  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  which  request  was  immediately  com- 
plied with.     The  chart  was  opened,  and  shown  to  the  ship's  company,  by  the 
said  James  Gilbert,  and  the  ports  of  Ambriz  and  Loando  on  the  said  west 
coast  of  Africa,  and  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  coast  of  Brdzils,  were 
pointed  out;  the  said  James  Gilbert  then  showed,  by  a  pair  of  dividers,  that* 
the  said  ports  of  Ambriz,  Loando,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  were  not  so  far  south 
as  the  thirty-sixth  degree  of  latitude :  of  this  the  Consul  requested  the  crew  to 
then  satisfy  themselves,  which  they  did.     The  crew  were  told  by  the  Consul 
that  those  and  every  of  those  who  were  willing  to  abide  by  their  said  contract 
to  go  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  deck,  and  those  and  every  of  those  who 
were  unwilling  and  denied  to  abide  by  their  said  contract  to  go  on  the  larboard 
side  of  the  deck,  upon  which  the  following  persons,  to  wit,  viz.,  Benjamin 
Peabody,  William  F.  Lander,  and  George  A.  Potter,  went  on  the  starboard 
side  of  the  deck,  and  the  following  persons,  to  wit,  viz.,  Henry  Jenkins,  John 
R.  Avery,  Henry  Eastman,  Charles  Wentworth,  Henry  Thomas,  and  Ransom 
Harmon,  went  on  the  larboard  side  of  the  deck.     That  the  chief  officer, 
Tobias  Davis,  junior,  not  going  on  either  side,  was  asked  by  the  Consul  which 
side  he  intended  to  take,  when  the  said  Tobias  Davis  said  he  wished  to  knaw 
if  fresh  ship's  articles  were  to  be  entered  into  ;  and  wanted  further  to  know 
where  the  said  barque  *'  Jones''  was  bound  to ;  the  said  James  Gilbert  replied 
she  was  bound  to  Ambriz,  Loando^  and  Rio  de  Janeiro.     The  Consul  then 
said  to  him,  that  if  he  was  unwilling  to  conform  to  his  contract,  as  expressed 
in  the  said  ship's  articles,  to  go  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  deck ;  the  said 
Tobias  Davis  then  standing  about  midway  between  the  starboard  and  larboard 
sides  of  said  deck  of  said  barque  "  Jones^"  presently  the  said  Tobias  said, 
"  You  see  I  am  on  the  starboard  side."    Those  persons  then  on  the  larboard 
side  of  the  deck  were  all  and  every  of  them  asked  by  the  Consul  if  they 
refused  to  comply  and  abide  by  their  said  written  contract  by  proceeding  in 
said  barque  ^'  Jones"  to  ports  between  the  line  of  latitude  of  35*^  south  and 
back  to  her  port  of  discharge  in  United  States,  wheii  they  unitedly  and  indivi- 
dually said  they  would  not  go  back  to  the  west  coast  of  Africa ;  they  then  further 
said  as  follows :  to  wit,  Henry  Jenkins  said  he  did  not  ship  to  go  to  Africa,  that 
he  shipped  to  go  to  Montevideo  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  that  he  had  no  other 
reason  for  denying  to  go  back  to  Africa.     John  R.  Avery  said  he  did  not  read 
the  ship's  articles  at  the  time  of  signing,  that  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Farnham  and 
Mr.  Titcorab  that  the  **  Jones^'  was  bound  to  Montevideo,  that  she  was  to 
trade  along  the  coast  of  South  America,  and  would  not  be  from  home  more  than 
eight  months ;  that  he  always  heard  the  coast  of  Africa  was  sickly,  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  go  there  on  that  account,  and  that  he  had  no  other  reason.     Henry 
Eastman  said  he  did  not  ship  to  go  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  that  he  shipped  to 
go  to  Montevideo,  that  it  is  sickly  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  that  he  was  unwell 
there,  that  he  was  below  deck  there  for  two  or  three  days  sick,  and  that  he  did 
not  want  to  be  from  home  as  long  as  the  voyage  would  be^  that  he  did  not  want 
to  go  back  to  Africa,  and  that  he  had  no  other  reason.     Charles  Wentworth 
said  he  did  not  ship  to  go  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  that  he  shipped  to  go  to 
Montevideo,  that  the  coast  of  Africa  is  sickly,  that  he  was  unwell  there,  and 
that  he  had  no  other  reason.     Henry  Thomas  said  he  asked  the  owner  in  the 

United  States  where  the  "  Jones''  was  going  to,  that  Mr.  Farnham  (Ifhe  pwner)|  ^ 
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said  she  was  bound  to  Montevideo,  and  that  her  voyage  would  not  exceed 
eight  months^  that  he  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the  vessel,  master,  or  officers, 
and  that  he  had  no  other  reason.  Ransom  Harmon  said  he  did  not  ship  to  go 
to  Africa,  that  he  was  sick  there  four  days,  that  Mr.  Farnham  told  hiin  the 
'' Jone^''  was  bound  to  Montevideo,  and  would  be  gone  only  eight  months, 
and  that  he  had  no  other  reason. 

That  upon  the  foregoing^  reasons  being  given  by  the  persons  aforesaid,  the 
Consul  twice  read  to  them  the  law  of  the  United  States  in  respect  of  combina- 
tion, refusal,  or  neglect  of  duty,  and  they  were  advised  by  him  to  comply  with 
their  said  written  contract,  and  that  he  would  give  them  half  an  hour  to  consider 
the  matter,  and  to  make  up  their  minds.  The  Consul  waited  for  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  in  the  cabin  of  said  barque  ''Jones''  in  our  presence,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time,  he,  with  us,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  Francis  W.  Sexton,  and 
Clement  Hammond  went  upon  deck,  when  said  crew  were  again  called  and  had 
aft,  whereupon  they,  the  said  Henry  Jenkins,  John  R.  Avery,  Henry  Eastman, 
Charles  Wentworth,  Henry  Thomas,  and  Ransom  Harmon,  declared  it  to  be 
their  determination  not  to  go  to  the  ports  of  Ambriz  and  Loando,  on  the  west 
coast  of  Africa  aforesaid.  The  Consul  stated  to  them,  that  whatever  they  might 
have  been  told  in  the  United  States,  or  whatever  they  might  have  understood 
there  in  respect  of  any  other  port  to  which  the  '^Jones''  was  said  to  have  been 
bound^  that  their  written  contract  to  proceed  to  ports  between  the  line  of  latitude 
of  thirty-six  south,  and  back  to  the  ^'Jones's*'  port  of  discharge  in  the  United 
States  (in  which  were  included  Ambriz  and  Loando,  agreeably  to  the  chart 
before-named),  was  much  more  binding  upon  them.  The  Consul  repeatedly 
advised  them  to  abide  by  their  said  contract,  and  go  to  Ambriz,  Loando,  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  back  to  the  United  Slates  of  America,  these  being  the  plapes  and 
no  other  to  which  the  said  James  Gilbert  declared  the  barque  *'  Jones*'  to  be 
bound,  all  which  proved  unavailing.  That  the  said  James  Gilbert  then  proposed 
to  the  said  men  to  carry  the  barque  "  Jones*'  to  Ambriz  only,  stating  that  the 
said  barque  would  remain  there  for  only  a  few  days,  but  to  this  proposition  they 
would  not  yield  their  assent.  That  the  said  James  Gilbert  stated  to  the  crew 
that  the  said  barque '^^Jone*"  had  been  ready  for  two  days  last  past  for  sea, 
and  that  the  present  difficulty  was  the  cause  of  the  delay.  That  finding  that 
the  matter  in  question  could  not  be  settled,  and  every  effort  to  bring  the  crew 
to  a  reasonable  understanding  unavailing,  we,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  Francis 
W.  Sexton,  and  Clement  Hammond,  with  the  Consul,  returned  from  the  barque 
'*  Jones**  to  the  shore. 

(Signed)  JAMES  GILBERT. 

FRANCIS  W.  SEXTON. 

CLEMENT  HAMMOND 

Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1840, 

(Signed)  W.  CARROL, 

United  States*  Consular  Commercial  Agent. 

Untied  States*  Consulate, 

Island  St.  Helena,  October  7,  18i0. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  document. 

(Signed)  W.  CARROL, 

United  States'  Consular  Commercial  Agent. 


Eighteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

Mr.  fT.  Carrol  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Scale. 

United  States*  Consulate^ 
Sir,  Island  St.  Helena,  September  22,  1840. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  18th 
instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  17th,  addressed  (through  you  as  the  organ  of 
Government)  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  island,  in  respect  of  the 
detention  and  seizure,  by  Lieutenant  E.  Littlehales,  commanding  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  brigantine  "  Dolphin,''  of  the  American  barque  ''Jones,'*  of  New 
York,  commanded  by  James  Gilbert,  whilst  the  barque  lay  at  anchor  in  these 
roads,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  and  power  of  this  place. 
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Having,  as  above,  addressed  his  Excellency  in  my  official  capacity,  and  find- 
ing by  your  said  answer  that  you  have  not  addressed  me  as  the  '*  Consular 
Commercial  Agent  for  the  United  States  of  America,"  I  consider  it  to  be  due 
from  me  to  the  Government  of  that  country,  which  has  confided  to  me  this  high 
and  honourable  appointment,  to  respectfully  ask  of  his  Excellency,  throngb  you, 
the  reason  why  you  have  not  directed  your  said  communication  to  me,  with  that 
address  to  which  I  feel  myself  entitled,  from  the  perfect  documents  I  hold  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  from  the  fact  of  my  recognition  in 
that  office  by  the  English  East  India  Company  in  February,  1833,  as  well  as  the 
present  Government  here  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  at  the  transfer  of  this  island 
to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  from  thence  to  the  present  time. 

I  request  to  assure  his  Excellency,  that  the  present  communication  is  offered 
in  no  other  view  than  that  of  duty  towards  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  most  profound  respect  towards  the  authorities  of  this  island,  acting  under 
the  British  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.CARROL, 

Consular  Commercial  Agent  for  the  United  States  of  America* 

United  States'  Consulate,  Island  St.  Helena. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  document. 

(Signed)  W.CARROL, 

United  States'  Constdar  Commercial  Agemt^ 


Nineteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

(E.) 
Mr.  W.  H.  Scale  to  Mr.  Carrol. 
Sib,  St.  Helena,  Colonial  Secretary  s  Office,  September  23,  1840. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  requiring  to  know  why  you  were 
not  addressed,  in  my  letter  to  you,  in  the  capacity  of  **  Consular  Commercial 
Agent  for  the  United  States  of  America,'-  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 
having  submitted  your  letter  for  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  state,  that  although  he  is  perfecUy 
satisfied  with  your  credentials  from  the  United  States'  Government,  appointing 
you  to  that  office,  yet  as  his  Excellency  has  received  no  instructions  from 
Her  Majesty's  Government  (which  is  usual  in  such  cases)  accrediting  you  to 
this  colony,  his  Excellency  cannot  officially  admit  your  recognition  without 
that  authority. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  WM.  HY.  SEALE,  C.S. 

United  States'  Consulate,  Island  St.  Helena. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  document. 

(Signed)  W.  CARROL, 

United  States'  Consular  Commercial  Agent. 


Twentieth  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

(F-) 
Copt/  of  the  llth  para,  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors'  letter,  dated 

February  15,  1833. 

Para.  llth. — We  are  not  aware  of  any  objection  to  your  recognizing  Mr. 
Carrol's  appointment  by  the  United  States  of  America,  to  act  as  their  "  Consular 
Commercial  Agent"  at  St.  Helena. 

True  copy.  (Signed)  R.  F.  SEALE, 

Secretary. 

United  States'  Consulate,  Island  of  St.  Helena 
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Twenty-first  Enclorare  in  No.  254. 

Protest  of  James  Gilbert  and  Francis  W.  Sexton. 

United  States  Consulate,  Island  St.  Helena. 

By  this  public  instrument  and  declaration  and  protest,  be  it  made  known 
and  manifest  to  all  persons  whom  it  doth,  shall,  or  may  concern,  that  on  Monday, 
being  the  14th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1840,  before  me  Wil- 
liam Carrol,  Consular  Commercial  Agent  for  the  United  States  of  America,  at 
said  island,  duly  appointed,  at  my  office  in  James  Town  in  the  island  aforesaid, 
and  upon  several  succeeding  days  thereafter  at  the  place  aforesaid,  personally 
came  and  appeared  James  Gilbert,  mariner,  master  of  the  barque  called  the 
**  Jones/^  then  lying  at  anchor  in  the  roads  of  said  island,  and  belonging  to  the 
port  of  New  York,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  burthen  of  271  tons^ 
or  thereabouts,  as  per  register  numbered  "  164,"  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
attached  (marked  A),  and  laden  with  various  sorts  and  descriptions  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  and  last  from  the  west  coast  of  Africa; — and  likewise 
on  the  first-named  day  and  succeeding  days  thereafter,  and  place  aforesaid,  also 
personally  came  and  appeared  Francis  William  Sexton,  supercargo  of  the  said 
barque  called  the  *'  Jones,''  who  did  each  one  for  himself  respectively,  indivi- 
dually, and  severally,  then  and  there  declare,  allege,  and  say  unto  me  the  said 
William  Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is 
to  say,  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  for  himself  declare,  allege,  and  say  as  fol- 
lows, that  is  to  say, — that  he  the  said  James  Gilbert,  in  and  with  the  said  barque 
**  Jones''  as  master  thereof,  with  certain  persons  composing  the  crew  of  said 
barque,  for  the  prosecution  of  a  legal  trading  voyage  as  per  contract,  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  B),  a  descriptive  list  of  whose  persons,  with 
their  names,  places  of  birth,  residence,  and  country  (with  the  exception  of  John 
R.  Avery,  who  came  from  said  Boston,  in  said  vessel),  a  copy  of  which  is  here* 
unto  attached  (marked  C),  with  a  general  cargo  of  merchandize  as  per  mani- 
fest, a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  D),  cleared  at  the  Custom- 
house in  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  said  United  States  of 
America,  on  or  about  the  l2th  day  of  March  last  past,  as  per  clearance,  a  copy 
of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  E),  the  said  erew  being  then  in  perfect 
health,  as  per  bill  of  health,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  F), 
and  with  which  barque  and  cargo  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  set  sail  and 
departed  from  said  Boston,  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  said  March,  on  a 
trading  voyage,  aforesaid,  and  arrived  at  Ambriz,  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa, 
on  a  certain  day  in  the  month  of  June  following.  That  various  goods,  wares,^ 
and  merchandize,  being  part  of  said  cargo,  were  there  landed,  and  at  same 
place  other  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  with  specie,  there  taken  on  board 
said  vessel.  That  with  the  said  persons  of  the  said  crew,  with  the  exception 
and  deduction  of  two  men  left  on  said  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  addition  of  the 
said  Francis  W.  Sexton,  and  one  man  who  came  on  board  said  barque  at  said 
Ambriz,  and  in  further  prosecution  of  said  voyage,  said  barque  set  sail  and 
departed  from  said  Ambriz  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  the  month  of  July  last 
past,  and  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  said  July  arrived  at  Loando,  on  said 
west  coast  of  Africa,  at  which  last-named  place  were  landed  from  said  vessel 
various  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  and  other  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dize, and  specie,  there  taken  on  board  that  vessel.  That  said  barque,  on  or 
about  the  4th  day  of  the  following  month  of  August,  set  sail  and  departed 
from  said  Loando,  and  on  the  succeeding  day  again  arrived  at  said  Ambriz. 
That  at  this  latter-named  place  a  further  quantity  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandize was  landed,  and  at  the  same  place  more  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dize, with  more  specie,  taken  on  board  said  barque  '*  Jones.''  That  in  further 
prosecution  of  said  voyage  said  vessel  again  set  sail  and  departed  from  said 
Ambriz  on  or  about  the  8th  day  of  said  month  of  August  for  said  island  of  St. 
Helena,  at  which  place  said  barque  *'  Jones  "  arrived  on  or  about  the  24th  day 
of  said  month  of  August.  That  shortly  after  bringing  said  barque  to  anchor 
in  the  roads  at  said  island  of  St.  Helena,  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  proceeded 
on  shore  at  James's  Town,  in  company  with  said  Francis  W.  Sexton,  and,  in 
conformity  with  and  obedience  of  the  laws  of  said  island,  directly  presented 
himself,  and  reported  said  barque  and  cargo,  and  entered  the  same,  at  the  Cus- 
tom-house  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  and  rendered  a  true  account  of  goods 
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laden  on  board  said  barque,  and  intended  for  sale  at  said  island,  as  per  mani- 
fest, a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  G).  That  he,  the  said 
James  Gilbert,  in  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
then  proceeded  to  the  office  of  the  United  States  Consulate,  and  at  (hat  office 
deposited  the  register  of  said  vessel,  and  at  same  time  left  there  the  following 
documents,  as  before  named,  viz. — ship's  articles,  list  of  crew,  manifest  of  out- 
ward cargo  from  Boston,  and  bill  of  health  also  from  said  Boston.  That  he, 
the  said  James  Gilbert,  shortly  after,  in  company  with  the  said  Francis  W. 
Sexton,  called  on  the  agent  of  said  vessel,  into  whose  hands  the  business  of  said 
vessel  and  the  cargo  before  named  was  immediately  placed.  That  the  goods 
so  before  named,  and  intended  for  sale  at  said  island,  were  advertised  for  sale, 
as  per  notice,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  H),  since  which 
several  articles  have  been  landed  from  said  vessel,  and  disposed  of,  and  other 
merchandize  purchased  and  shipped  on  board  said  barque  ^'  Jones "  at  said 
island  of  St.  Helena.  That  from  and  after  the  afore-named  24th  day  of  said 
month  of  August,  and  at  all  times  since  until  Thursday  the  10th  day  of  Sep- 
tember first  afore  named,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  the  said  barque  *'  Jowe*,"  with 
the  cargo  aforesaid,  safely  lay  at  anchor  in  the  roads  of  St.  Helena  aforesaid, 
under  the  laws,  power,  and  protection  of  said  island,  undisturbed  and  unmolested. 
That  in  furtherance  and  pursuance  of  said  voyage,  the  said  vessel  got  prepared 
and  was  made  all  ready  for  sea,  so  as  to  depart  and  sail  for  said  ports  on  said 
west  coast  of  Africa,  and  thence  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  Brazils,  and  port  of  dis- 
charge in  said  United  States  of  America,  intending  to  sail  and  depart  from  said 
island  of  St.  Helena  on  the  said  lOth  day  of  said  month  of  September,  which  was 
the  day  and  time  on  which  terminated  the  liberty  and  leave  of  absence  on  shore 
at  said  island  of  Saint  Helena  of  the  chief  officer  (Tobias  Davis,  Junior)  and 
three  of  the  crew  (Henry  Eastman,  Charles  Wentworth,  and  John  R.  Avery) 
belonging  to  said  barque.  That,  to  the  astonishment  of  him,  the  said  James 
Gilbert,  certain  persons  of  said  crew  refused  to  proceed  on  said  voyage,  from 
which  unexpected  circumstance  the  said  vessel  hath  been  prevented  from 
setting  sail  and  departing  from,  and  was  therefore  detained  at,  this  said  port  of 
Saint  Helena,  whereupon  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  was  necessitated  to  take 
certain  steps  against  said  persons  belonging  to  said  vessel,  and  which  steps  will 
be  more  fully  seen  and  exemplified  on  reference  to  a  certain  public  instrument 
and  declaration  of  protest  made  at  said  island  of  Saint  Helena  by  the  said 
James  Gilbert  before  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  and 
dated  the  14th  day  of  said  month  of  September  in  the  year  aforesaid.  That 
being  so  detained,  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  being  on  shore  in  the  town  of 
Saint  James  aforesaid,  late  in  the  afternoon  on  Saturday,  that  being  the  12th 
day  of  the  said  month  of  September,  in  the  principal  public  street,  then  and 
there  was  accosted  and  addressed  by  a  person  out  of  uniform,  and  who  was 
represented  to  him,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  as  Lieutenant  E.  Littlehales,  in 
command  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brigantine-of-war  called  the  **  Dolphin," 
then  lying  at  anchor  in  said  Hoads  of  Samt  Helena,  who  did  abruptly  request 
him,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  to  see  the  manifest  of  said  barque  ^*  Jonesy"  when 
the  said  James  Gilbert  asked  the  said  E.  Littlehales  to  inform  him,  the  said 
James  Gilbert,  what  motive  he  had  for  making  the  request.  Whereupon  he, 
the  said  E.  Littlehales,  repeated  the  same  request,  to  which  the  said  James 
Gilbert  made  the  same  reply,  when  the  said  E.  Littlehales  responded,  that,  if 
the  said  James  Gilbert  complied  therewith,  much  trouble  would  be  saved  to,  both 
parties.  That  hereupon  the  said  James  Gilbert  stated  to  said  £.  Littlehales, 
that  there  was  a  custom-house  at  said  Saint  Helena,  meaning  that  if  said  E. 
Littlehales  wished  for  authentic  information  respecting  the  inward  cargo  of  the 
*'  Jones'^  to  said*  island,  that  at  that  place  (meaning  said  custom-house)  he  could 
obtain  it ;  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  having  then  and  there  no  other  manifest  in  his 
personal  possession  than  that  of  said  ''  Jones  s"  outward  cargo  from  the  United 
States.  That  thereupon  he  the  said  E.  Littlehales  immediately  and  suddenly 
turned  round  and  went  instantly  away  towards  the  sea-side.  That  iu  a  very 
short  space  of  time,  late  in  the  evening  of  the  said  12th  day  of  said  September, 
he  the  said  James  Gilbert,  being  then  and  there  on  shore,  received  a  note  from 
Tobias  Davis,  jun.,  (the  mate  of  the  said  barque,)  addressed  to  him  the  said 
James  Gilbert,  to  inform  him  that  an  officer  belonging  to  said  "  Dolphin  "  was 
then  on  board  said  barque,  who  required  to  see  the  papers  of  said  barque,  when 
he  the  said  James  Gilbert  immediately  proceeded  on  board  said  barque,  it  beings 
then  a  late  hour,  and  there  found  that  officer ;  which  officer  personally  made  t 
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known  to  bim,  the  smd  James  Gilbert^  the  same  request^  whereupon  he  the  said 
James  Gilbert  informed  that  officer  that  the  papers  so  required  were  then  on 
shore  at  said  island  in  the  United  States  Consular  office,  and  that  on  that  ac- 
count he  the  said  James  Gilbert  could  not  then  comply  with  such  request,  when^ 
without  demur  or  hesitation,  explanation,  or  reference,  he,  the  said  officer  belong* 
ing  to  said  brigantine  *'  Dolphin,"  then  and  there  wrote  something  on  a  piece  of 
paper,  and  sent  the  same  by  a  boat  then  in  waiting  to  the  said  brigantine 
**  Dolphin/'  Whereupon  in  a  few  minutes  after  another  officer,  with  three  other 
men  (all  armed),  came  on  board  said  barque  *^  Jones''  from  said  brigantine 
**  Dolphin,"  who  so  armed  took  possession  of  said  barque  '*  Jones ;"  therefore 
he  the  said  James  Gilbert  returned  to  the  shore,  when  he  made  a  report  of  the 
circumstance  to  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  his  capacity  as  aforesaid.  That  oa 
the  following  day,  being  Sunday,  the  13th  day  of  said  month  of  September,  in 
the  year  aforesaid,  a  lar^  body  of  men  from  and  belonging  to  the  said  brigan- 
tine "  Dolphin"  proceeded  on  board  said  barque  "  Jones, '  who  to  all  appear- 
ance immediately  hoisted  out  the  boats  of  the  last-named  vessel,  opened  her 
hatches,  and  took  up  cargo  on  deck,  examining  the  same*  That  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  being  Monday,  the  14th  day  of  said  month  of  September,  another 
large  party  of  men,  also  from  said  brigantine  '*  Dolphin,"  again  boarded  said 
barque  **  Jones/'  and  then  and  there  to  all  appearance  again  took  upon  deck 
from  the  hold  of  said  barque  ^^  Jones"  and  examined  and  rummaged  goods  and 
other  property  belonging  to  said  vessel's  cargo.  That  much  about  and  up  to 
this  time,  the  American  ensign  which  had  been  flying  at  the  mizen  peak  of  said 
barque  ^'  Jones''  at  and  from  the  time  of  her  being  first  taken  possession 
of  as  aforesaid,  and  afterwards,  was  struck,  and  since  continued  to  be  struck 
therefrom,  and  kept  unexposed  from  public  view,  and  to  all  appearance  a 
white  flag,  with  the  device  of  a  black  dolphin  and  the  words  ^'  me  too''  in  it, 
substituted  for  the  same  at  the  maintop  gallant  mast  head  of  said  barque. 
That  on  this  last-named  day  (Monday,  the  14th  day  of  said  month  of  »Sep» 
tember),  he  the  said  James  Gilbert,  in  company  with  the  said  Francis  W* . 
Sexton,  proceeded  from  the  shore  to  alongside  the  said  barque  **  Jones"  twice 
with  the  intention  of  getting  on  board  that  vessel  on  necessary  business,  when 
an  officer  belonging  to  said  brigantine  '^  Dolphin,"  then  on  board,  in 
charge  of  said  barque  '^  Jones,"  forbid  and  prevented  them  the  said  James 
Gilbert  and  Francis  W.  Se;xton  from  so  doing,  although  he  the  said  James 
Gilbert  distinctly  in  appearance  and  by  speaking  made  himself  known  to 
said  officer  so  in  charge,  which  circumstance  is  fully  set  forth  and  shown  in 
two  affidavits,  copies  of  which  are  hereunto  attached  (marked  I).  That  in 
consequence  of  such  extraordinary  and  unexpected  harsh  proceedings^  he  the 
said  James  Gilbert  felt  called  on,  and  so  feeling,  did  write  and  complain  to 
said  William  Carrol,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  as  per  letter,  a  copy  of  which 
is  hereunto  attached  (marked  J),  whereupon  he  the  said  William  Carrol,  in 
his  capacity  aforesaid^  officially  communicated  in  writing  on  the  subject  with 
the  aforesaid  E.  Littlehales,  as  per  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
attached  (marked  K),but  which  official  communication  he  the  said  E.  Little- 
hales  refused  to  receive,  and  did  not  receive,  he  stating  that  his  Government 
did  not  recognise  a  consular  officer  in  said  island  firom  the  United  States 
Government,  or  words  to  that  effect,  as  per  declaration,  a  copy  of  which  is 
hereunto  attached  (marked  L),  whereupon  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  lost  no 
time  in  addressing  himself  in  writing  to  the  said  E.  Littlehales  on  the  subject 
aforesaid,  as  per  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  M),and 
which  letter  was  sent  by  one  Thomas  Storer,  an  inhabitant  of  said  island,  but 
to  which  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  hath  received  no  reply  from  the  said  E*  * 
Littlehales.  That  thereupon  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  considered  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  call,  and  did  on  the  same  Monday,  the  14th  of  said  month  of  Sep« 
tember,  call  and  wait  upon  the  collector  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  customs 
at  said  island,  at  his  office  at  the  Custom-house,  in  company  with  the  said 
Francis  W.  Sexton,  and  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  his  capacity  as  aforesaid, 
did  report  to  him,  the  said  collector,  all  the  foregoing  proceedings ;  and  after 
making  such  report,  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  then  and  there  exhibited  to 
him,  the  said  collector,  the  following  next-named  papers,  to  wit,  register  of 
said  barque  *^  Jones/'  manifest  of  outward  cargo  from  Boston  of  said  barque 
"  Jones,"  outward  clearance  from  Boston  of  said  barque  **  Jones/'  bill  of  health 
from  Boston  of  said  barque  **  Jones/'  list  of  crew  from  Boston  of  naid  barque 
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"  JanCMs'  and  ship's  articles  executed  m  Boston  of  said  barque  **  Jone9 ;"  and 
then  and  there  the  said  James  Gilbert  and  Francis  W.  Sexton  offered  said 
collector  most  readily  any  and  every  information  in  their  power  or  knowledge 
about  and  in  respect  of  said  barque  '^  Jones f""  her  cargo,  and  voyage;  and 
thereupon  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  did  immediately  after  this  interview 
communicate  in  writing  with  the  said  collector,  asking  for  relief  and  assistance 
to  restore  unto  him,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  the  said  barque  "  Jones^'  as  per 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  N).  That  to  this  he,  the 
said  James  Gilbert^  received  an  answer,  as  per  letter  hereunto  attached 
(marked  O).  That  on  Tuesday  the  15th,  and  Wednesday  the  16th  days  of 
s^d  month  of  September,  successive  parties  of  men  from  the  said  brigantine 
"  Dolphin"  again  went  on  board  the  said  barque  **  Jones^''  and  to  all  appear* 
ance  there  continued  again  fo  hoist  upon  deck  and  examine  and  stow  away 
cargo.  That  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  for  and  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
and  times  aforesaid,  and  up  to  the  last-named  day,  being  p)erfectly  ignorant  of 
the  grounds  on  which  said  E.  Littlehales  had  committed,  or  caused  to  be  com- 
netted,  such  extraordinary,  unprecedented,  and  non-explaiQed  acts,  proceeded 
oxk  the  last-named  day  in  person  to  the  said  office  of  said  collector  at  said 
Custom-house  with  a  manifest  of  outward  cargo,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
attached  (mariLed  P),  and  there  and  then,  agreeably  to  the  seventh  paragraph 
of  an  order  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  Council,  dated  the  1 1th  day  of  July^ 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1839,  at  Buckingham  Palace,  requested  of  said  ec4- 
leetor  the  clearance  of  the  said  barque  '^  JaneSy^  which  request  was  refused 
and  not  complied  with,  when  he,  the  said  collector,  informed  him,  the  said 
James  Gilbert,  that  said  Lieutenant  E.  Littlehales  had  intimated  to  him,  the 
said  collector,  that  a  barque,  with  '^  J(mes  (f  Neta  York  painted  oa  her  stern," 
had  been  detained  by  him  the  said  E.  Littlehales,  whereupon  he  the  said 
James  Gilbert  immediately  wrote  to  said  collector  on  said  16th  day  of  the 
month  of  September,  for  the  information  of  the  said  £•  Littlehales,  as  per 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  Q).  That  not  knowing 
t^  what  further  lengths  he,  the  said  E.  Littlehales,  would  go,  to  the  evident 
and  manifest  injury,  detention,  and  other  inconvenience  of  the  persons  and 
property  in  question,  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  deemed  it  incumbent  on  bim  to 
address,  and  did,  through  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  said  island,  as  per  letter 
hereunto  attached  (marked  R),,  address  his  Excellency  Major-General  Middle- 
more,  Companion  of  the  Bath»  and  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  said 
island  of  Saint  Helena,  in  writing,  recapitulating  to  his  said  Excdlency  the  fore* 
going  matter,  and  claiming  bis  interference  and  protection,  with  restoration  of  the 

Property  in  question,  as  per  letter,  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked 
).  That  accompanying  said  address  was  another  appeal  to  the  same  purport, 
through  tlie  said  Colonial  Secretary,  as  per  letter  hereunto  attached  (marked  T), 
to  hia  said  Excellency,  by  and  from  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  his  capacity 
as  aforesaid,  as  per  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  U). 
That  on  the  17th  day  of  said  month  of  September,  he  the  said  James  Gilbert 
received  from  the  said  collector  a  reply,  as  per  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
unto attached  (marked  V).  That  on  ihis  last*named  day,  be  the  said  James 
Gilbert,  having  the  day  before  paid  to  said  collector  at  said  Cii^tom-house,  in 
the  presence  of  one  George  William  Janiach,  an  inhabitant  of  said  island,  as 
per  declaration  hereunto  attached  (marked  W),  paid  and  discharged  all  debts, 
dues,  and  deamnds  owing  by  said  barque  ''  Jones,'*  or  the  said  James  Gilbert, 
at  said  place,  did  in  writing  make  another  application  to  said  collector  fior  the 
dearance,  agreeably  to  law,  for  the  said  barque  ^^  Jonee^'  as  per  letter,  a  copy 
of  which  is  heremito  attached  (marked  X).  That  up  to  this  last-nan»ed;  day, 
and  late  therein,  observing  from  all  appearances  every  indication  on  board  said 
barque  '^  Jones'  preparations  there  making  to  proceed  to  sea,  and  up  to  that 
time  hearing  nothing  from  the  said  E.  Littlehales,  neither  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly,, either  verbally  or  in  writing,  from  the  said  K  Littlehales,  he  the  said 
James  Gilbert  lost  no  time  to  ui^ently  write  again  to  said  collector,  and  with 
other  things  to  repeat  and  reiterate  his  desire  that  the  information  named  in 
said  James  Gilbert's  letter  of  said  16th  day  of  said  mouth  of  September  should 
without  loss  of  time  be  communicated  by  him  to  the  said  E.  Littlehales,  as  per 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  Y).  That  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing, being  the  18th  day  of  said  month  of  September,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  said  barque ''  Jones''  had  gone,  departed,  and  disappeared  from  the  anchor- 
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age  aforesaid.  That  on  this  last-named  day  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  reoeiyed 
a  reply  from  said  collector,  but  which  reply  was  utterly  silent  on  the  latter  poiu^ 
as  per  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  Z).  That  on  said 
last-named  day,  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  receiTed,  through  the  said  Colonial 
Secretary,  an  answer  from  his  said  Excellency,  the  said  governor  of  said  island, 
as  per  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  AA).  That,  like- 
wise on  this  last-named  day,  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid, 
also  reoeiyed,  through  said  Colonial  Secretary,  a  reply  from  his  said  Excellency, 
the  said  governor  of  said  island,  as  per  lett^,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  at- 
tached (o^urked  AB). 

And  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto  me  the  said  William 
Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that,  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  said 
barque  "*  Jones"  at  the  said  island,  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  was  induced  to 
bring  or  cause  to  be  brought  on  shore  at  said  island  to  the  Time  Office  from 
said  vessel,  to  be  rated,  a  valuable  dironomeler,  which  chronometer  he,  the  said 
James  Gilbert,  delivered  and  deposited  in  trust  at  this  place  for  that  purpose  to 
one  Robert  Ramage,  a  person  employed  in  that  office  under  the  orders  and  diree- 
tions  of  one  Edward  Gulliver,  a  harbour-master  or  port-captain  in  the  service  of  the 
Government  at  said  island.  That  on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  the  said  month  of 
September,  he  the  said  James  Gilbert,  having  a  wish  to  take  away  said  chronometer 
from  said  Time  0£Bce,  did,  in  company  with  one  Clement  Hammond,  proceed  to 
said  Time  Office,  when  he,  the  said  James  Gilbert,  requested  the  said  Robert  Ra- 
mage to  deliver  up  and  return  out  of  deposit  and  trust  unto  him  the  said  James 
Gilbert  the  said  chronometer,  whereupon  said  James  Gilbert  was  told  by  said 
pcMTt-captam  or  harbour-master  that  the  said  chronometer  could  not  be  given  up, 
as  per  affidavit,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  AC).  That  on 
the  18th  day  of  said  month  of  September  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  sent  a 
written  request  (which  proved  unsnccessful)  to  said  harbour-master  or  port- 
captain  for  the  immediate  return  of  said  chronometer,  as  per  letter,  a  co]:^  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed  (marked  AD).  That  thereupon  he  the  said  James 
Gilbert  felt  himself  called  upon  to  institute  proceedings  at  civil  law  against  him 
flie  said  Edward  Gulliver ;  and  fte  said  James  Gilbeit  did  further  declare  unto 
me,  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  the  capacity  c^resaid,  that,  from  the  unfoumled 
reports  and  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  said  Tobias  Davis,  junior  (the 
diief  male  of  said  barqoe  ^  Jiones^*),  he  felt  bound  to  call  upon,  and  did  call  npon^ 
one  Clement  Hammond^  befoie-naraed,  to  testify  as  to  scnae  injurious  and  other 
words  he,  the  said  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  had  publicly  expressed  in  respect  of 
the  said  James  Gilbert  and  the  said  Francis  W.  Sexton,  and  the  said  barque 
^  Jones.'*  That  being  so  called  upon,  he  the  said  Clement  Hammond,  on  the 
19th  daj  of  said  month  of  September,  did  so  testify  to  the  same  as  per  affidavit, 
a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  AE)* 

And  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  on  the  same  19th  day  of  September  further 
declare,  that  the  said  James  Gilbert  and  Francis  W.  Sextan  aforesaid^  being  up 
to  that  time  deprived  and  prevented  from  going  on  board  said  barque  ^^  Jones*' 
to  procure  thdr  wearing  apparel,  they  b^ng  destitute  of  clothing,  except  what 
they  then  stood  in,  that  he  the  said  James  Gilbert,  on  the  day  last  named,  did 
send  a  written  communication  by  the  before-named  Thomas  Storer,  addressed  to 
the  said  E«  Littlehales  in  that  behalf,  as  per  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
attached  (marked  AF),  but  to  which  communication  he  the  said  James  Gilbert 
understood  from  the  said  Thomas  Storer  "  there  was  no  answer,"  the  delivery 
of  which  letter,  and  the  delivery  of  a  former  letter  from  the  said  James  Gilbert 
to  the  said  E.  Littlehales  by  the  said  Thomas  Storer,  is  fully  seen,  as  per  declara- 
tion hereunto  attached  (marked  AG).  And  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  did 
farther  declare  unto  me  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that, 
in  farther  confirmation  of  the  cruel  and  malicious  propensity  and  unmanly 
principles  of  the  said  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  deemed 
it  to  be  his  further  duty  to  call  upon  one  George  Moss,  an  inhabitant  of  said 
island,  to  vouch  as  to  further  most  unjustifiable  expressions  he  the  said  Tobias 
Davis,  junior,  had  uttered  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  him  the  said  George 
Moss,  in  respect  of  the  said  barque  "  Jone^'*  That  he  the  said  George  Moss, 
being  so  called  on,  did,  on  the  7th  day  of  the  following  month  of  October  (he 
being  unable  to  conveniently  do  so  sooner),  testify  to  the  same^  as  per  affidavit, 
a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  AH)  ;  that  to  further  establish 
the  diabolical  disposition  and  propensities  of  him  the  said  Tobias  Davis,  junior, 
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in  respect  of  said  barque  **  Jones^^  the  said  James  Gilbert  felt  himself  again 
bound  to  call  upon  one  Saul  Solomon,  a  merchant  and  a^ent,  inhabitant  of 
said  island,  which  said  Saul  Solomon  did,  on  the  25th  day  of  the  said  month  of 
September,  testify  to  the  same,  as  per  aflfidavit  hereunto  attached  (marked  AI). 
And  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto  me  the  said  William 
Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  at  the  time  the  said  brigantine  **  Dolphin" 
took  said  barque  *^  Jones''  out  of  the  possession  of  him,  the  said  James  Gilbert^ 
there  were  on  board,  as  cargo,  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge,  belief,  and  recollection,  belonging  to  the  owners  of  said 
barque  *'  Jonesy*  to  the  value  of  26,916  Spanish  dollars]  and  4  cents,  at  the 
first  or  prime  cost  of  the  same,  as  per  list,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached 
(marked  AJ). 

And  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto  me,  the  said  William 
Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  at  the  same  time  the  said  brigantine 
**  Dolphin"  took  said  barque  "  Jones''  out  of  the  said  possession  of  him  the 
said  James  Gilbert,  there  were  then  on  board  the  last-named  vessel,  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge,  belief^  and  recollection,  various  articles  of  stores  belonging 
to  said  barque  *'  Jones'*  the  property  of  her  owners,  as  per  list  hereunto 
attached  (marked  AK),  amounting  to  5107  Spanish  dollars  and  45  cents. 

And  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto  me  the  said  William 
Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  at  the  same  time  such  possession  was  so 
taken  of  said  barque  by  said  brigantine  "  Dolphin,'*  there  likewise  were  on 
board  said  barque,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  belief,  and  recollection,  various 
goods  and  other  private  property  belonging  personally  to  him  the  said  James 
Gilbert,  as  per  list  hereunto  attached  (marked  AL),  amounting  to  1414  dollars 
and  75  cents.  And  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto  m6>  the  said 
William  Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  at  the  same  time  such  possession 
was  so  taken  of  said  barque,  by  said  brigantine  "  Dolphin,"  there  likewise  were  on 
board  said  barque,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  belief^  and  recollection,  property 
belonging  to  the  said  Francis  W.  Sexton,  and  property  belonging  to  one  George 
Tuinnson  deceased,  (second  mate  of  the  American  brig  '*  Sarah  Elizabeth/')  and 
likewise  property  belonging  to  one  Farnham  Frye  deceased,  (belonring  to  said 
barque  **  Jones,")  the  said  three  persons  being  native  citizens  of  tiie  United  States 
of  America. 

And  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto  me,  the  said  William  Car- 
rol, in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  at  the  time  such  possession  was  so  taken  of  said 
barque,  by  said  brigantine  ^'  Dolphin,"  the  log-book  of  said  barque  was  on  board 
said  barque,  and  by  him  not  since  seen.  And  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further 
declare  unto  me,  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that,  at  the 
time  the  request  was  made  to  him  by  the  said  E.  litdehales  to  see  the  manifest 
as  before-mentioned,  at  the  time  said  barque  was  taken  possession  of  as  before- 
mentioned,  during  the  whole  of  the  day  following  (Sunday;,  and  until  ten  o'clock 
m  the  forenoon  of  the  succeeding  Monday,  the  Custom-house  at  said  island  was 
shut  and  closed,  so  that  no  access  could  be  lawfully  had  thereunto  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  an  authentic  copy  of  the  manifest  there  deposited,  for  the  information 
of  the  said  Is.  Littlehales.  And  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto 
me,  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  since  the  said  barque 
'*  Jones"  hath  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  said  brigantine  *^  Dolphin/'  that 
he  hath  heard  it  reported  that  seven  persons  of  the  crew  of  the  said  barque,  with 
their  baggage,  have  been  taken  out  of  said  barque  and  carried  on  board  said 
brigantine  ^*  Dolphin,'*  by  the  boats  and  people  of  the  last-named  vessel ;  and  that 
the  said  Tobias  Davis  junior  (mate),  Henry  Thomas  (cook),  and  Henry  Jenkins 
(steward),  belonging  to  said  barque,  with  two  officers  and  other  persons  belonging^ 
to  said  brigantine  *'  Dolphin,"  had  been  sent  away  from  said  island  in  said 
barque ;  and  further,  that  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  hath  heard  it  also  reported 
at  said  island,  that  the  said  barque  *'  Jones"  is  destined  direct  for  Sierra  Leone, 
on  said  West  Coast  of  Africa,  for  adjudication  before  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court 
at  that  place. 

And  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto  me  the  said  William 
Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  hath  been  cre- 
dibly informed  that  the  specie  on  board  said  barque  '^  Jones  "  at  the  time  of  her 
being  taken  possession  of  as  aforesaid  by  said  brigantine  '*  Dolphin,"  was  taken 
from  the  said  barque  "  Jones"  by  the  people  of  the  said  brigantine  "  Dolphin,'* 
and  that  specie  had  been  afterwards  taken  from  said  brigantine  "  Dolphin,*'  by 
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her  people  and  boats  carried  on  board  said  barque  *^  Jones  ;'*  and  farther  that  he 
the  said  James  Gilbert  hath  been  likewise  credibly  informed  that  a  grindstone 
and  a  whole  piece  of  Raven*s  duck,  part  of  the  stores  of  said  barque  *^  Jones** 
and  belonging  to  the  owners  of  said  vessel,  have  been  taken  from  said  barque 
**  Jones*^  since  she  was  taken  possession  of  by  said  brigantine  **  Dolphin,"  and 
carried  on  board  the  last-named  vessel  and  brought  into  use,  and  further  that  he 
the  said  James  Gilbert  hath  been  likewise  credibly  informed  that  certain  tobacco 
and  shoes,  being  the  private  property  of  and  belonging  to  him  the  said  James 
Gilbert,  have  been  taken  from  the  said  barque  "  Jones*'  since  she  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  said  brigantine  "  Dolphin,"  and  carried  on  board  the  last-named 
vessel,  and  uiere  brought  into  use. 

And  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto  me,  the  said  William 
Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  verily  believes 
that  the  proceedings  aforesaid  of  said  E.  Littlehales  have  been  caused  partly 
from  false  data,  and  the  false  and  wicked  information  of  said  Tobias  Davis, 
junior,  and  other  persons  of  the  crew  of  said  barque  "  Jones,**  whom  he  believes 
to  have  been  instigated  by  the  said  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  to  that  end,  and  there- 
upon principally,  firstly  by  the  hasty  and  afterwards  by  the  deliberate  acts,  added 
to  a  rapacious  desire  of  £•  Littlehales  to  cause  to  be  condemned  as  prize  the 
said  barque  *'  Jones**  and  her  said  cargo,  evidenced  in  the  fact  of  said  James 
Gilbert  being  prevented  getting  on  board  said  barque  with  the  papers  of  that 
vessel  for  exhibition,  or  of  holding  any  communication  with  him,  and  which 
said  barque  was  therefore  sent  away  without  such  documents  for  adjudication 
aforesaid,  although  a  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  exists  at  said  island  of  St 
Helenas 

And  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  did  further  declare  unto  me  the  said  William 
Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  hath  been  put 
to  the  necessity  of  purchasing  and  procuring  certain  wearing  apparel,  bedding, 
and  other  necessaries,  and  that  he  has  incurred  and  is  incurring  other  expenses 
at  said  island  in  consequence  of  the  premises. 

Wherefore  and  by  reason  of  the  premises,  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  did 
declare  to  have  protested,  as  by  these  presents  he  doth  hereby  most  solemnly 
protest  against  the  said  £.  Littlehales,  and  against  all  and  every  manner  of 
person  or  persons  acting  for,  by,  or  under  him,  or  by  his  orders,  authority,  or 
directions,  and  against  the  said  collector  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  customs  at 
said  island,  as  also  against  the  said  harbour-master  or  port-captain  of  said  island, 
and  likewise  against  the  said  Tobias  Davis,  junior^  and  against  all  manner  of 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  or  whomsoever  herein  implicated  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, their  and  each  of  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  and 
against  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whom  the  same  doth,  shall,  or  may 
concern,  for  all  and  all  manner  of  losses,  costs,  charges,  damages,  hurts,  detri- 
ments, expenses,  or  other  injuries,  that  have  already  arisen  or  happened  to  said 
barque,  her  stores,  cargo,  or  other  property  on  board,  or  voyage,  or  either,  or 
which  shall  or  may  hereafter  arise  or  happen  to  said  barque,  her  stores,  cargo,  or 
other  property  on  board,  or  the  voyage,  or  either,  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
mises aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  and  received  in  time  and  place  convenient,  he 
the  said  James  Gilbert  reserving  to  himself  the  power  or  right  of  hereafter 
extending  his  protest  whenever  time,  circumstances,  or  need  may  thereunto 
require  it 

And  he  the  aforenamed  Francis  W.  Sexton  did  for  himself  declare,  allege,  and 
say  unto  me  the  said  William  Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  in  manner  and 
form  following,  that  is  to  say,  that  he  the  said  Francis  W.  Sexton,  being  at 
said  Ambriz,  on  said  West  Coast  of  Africa,  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
part  of  August  last  past,  transacting  lawful  mercantile  business  for  the  house  or 
firm  of  Putnam  J.  Farnham  and  Company  of  said  New  York,  and  owners  of 
ssud  barque  '*  Jones/*  did,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  objects  of  his  said 
business,  on  or  about  the  8th  day  of  the  last-named  month,  quit  and  depart 
from  said  Ambriz  in  said  barque  "  Jones,**  commanded  by  said  James  Gilbert, 
and  as  supercargo  thereof.  That  for  and  in  respect  of  the  time  of  said  vessel's 
arrival  at  said  island  of  St.  Helena,  of  proceeding  on  shore  there  with  the  said 
James  Gilbert ;  of  presenting  himself  in  company  with  him,  the  said  James 
Gilbert,  at  the  Custom-house;  of  there  entering  said  vessel,  rendering  a  manifest 
at  said  Custom-house  of  goods  intended  for  sale  at  said  island ;  of  placing  the 
business  of  said  vessel  and  cargo  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of  said  barque ;  of 
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said  goods  being  advertised  for  sale,  of  a  portion  of  in^faich  b^ng  landed  mtd 
disposed  of;  of  certain  merchandise  being  purchased  and  shipped  cm  board  said 
vessel ;  of  said  barqae  ''  Jones"  lying  at  anchor  at  said  island  from  the  day  of 
arrival  there  until  the  10th  day  of  the  month  of  September  last  past  undifr- 
turbed  and  unmolested;  of  said  baraue  '^Jones''  being  on  that  day  all  ready  to 
sail ;  of  the  expiring  on  that  day  ot  the  liberty  or  leave  of  absence  on  shore  at 
said  island  of  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  Henry  Eastman,  Charles  Wentworth,  and 
John  R.  Avery;  of  said  last-named  four  persons  refusing  to  proceed  on  said 
voyage  in  said  vessel ;  of  said  barque  being  in  consequence  thereof  prevented 
to  depart  and  thereby  detained;  of  said  James  Gilbert  taking  certain  pro- 
ceedings against  said  persons  as  exemplified  in  a  certain  protest  by  him  made 
at  said  island,  dated  the  144h  day  of  the  month  of  September  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1840;  of  said  James  Gilbert  being  on  the  12th  day  of  said  month 
of  September  accosted  in  the  public  street  by  a  person  said  to  be  the  said 
Lieutenant  E.  Littlehales,  l^uesting  to  see  the  said  vessel's  manifest,  said 
James  Gilbert's  asking  him  his  motive  for  making  said  request,  said  E.  Lit- 
llehales  repeating  the  request,  observing  that  trouble  would  be  saved  to 
both  parties  if  such  request  was  complied  with,  and  said  James  Gilbert,  stating 
there  was  a  Custom-house  at  said  island^  when  said  E.  Littlehales^  turning 
round,  went  away ;  of  said  barque  **  Jones**  being  on  the  said  12th  day  of 
said  September  seized  and  taken  possession  of  by  armed  men  from  said  brir 
gantine  *'  Dolphin  f  of  certain  large  parties  of  the  "  Dolphin's"  people  going 
on  board  said  barque  on  tl;e  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  and  17th  days  of  said 
month  of  September,  and  to  all  appearance  there  disturbing  that  vessd^s 
cargo ;  of  going  twice  on  the  14th  day  of  said  month  of  September  along- 
side said  barque  with  said  James  Gilbert,  with  a  view  of  getting  on  board 
said  vessel  on  business,  he  the  said  James  Gilbert  there  and  then  speaking 
and  making  himself  known  as  James  Gilbert  the  master  of  said  barque, 
and  of  being  prevented  so  doing  by  an  officer  belonging  to  said  brigantine 
^'  Dolphin "  then  on  board  in  charge  of  said  barque ;  of  said  James  Gilbert 
writing  to  said  William  Carrol  in  his  capacity  as  aforesaid  respecting  seixure 
of  said  vessel,  and  claiming  his  aid  and  protection ;  of  said  Janies  Gilbert 
addressing  said  E.  Littlehales  on  said  subject ;  of  sending  last-named  addreae 
by  one  Thomas  Storer ;  of  said  James  Gilbert  calling  personally  on  the  afore- 
named collector,  reporting  to  him  the  foregoing  proceedings,  and  exhibiting 
certain  papers  belonging  to  said  barque,  to  wit,  ship's  register,  manifest  of  out- 
ward cargo,  clearance,  bill  of  health,  list  of  crew  and  ship's  articles ;  of  said 
James  Gilbert  and  Francis  W.  Sexton's  offering  collector  most  readily  all  and 
every  information  in  their  power  respecting  said  barque,  her  cargo,  and  voyage ; 
of  said  James  Gilbert  immediately  writing  to  said  collector  for  relief  and  assist- 
ance to  restore  to  him  said  barqae ;  of  said  collector's  reply  thereto  ;  of  said 
James  Gilbert^s  applying  to  said  collector  for  the  clearance  of  said  barque  ;  of 
said  collector's  further  written  communication  with  said  James  Gilbert,  stating 
that  said  barque  *^  Jones*'  was  detained  by  said  E.  Littlehales,  and  of  his  said 
collectors  then  demanding  payment  of  certain  customs  and  charges;  of  aaid 
James  Gilbert,  in  company  with  said  Francis  W.  Sexton,  proceeding  to  said 
Custom-house,  with  an  outward  manifest  of  cargo  of  said  barque,  and  agree- 
ably to  law  requesting  a  clearance  for  said  vessel,  and  of  refusal  of  said  ad- 
lector  to  comply  with  the  same,  of  said  James  Gilbert  having,  on  said  I6th 
day  of  said  month  of  September,  wrote  to  said  collector  certain  information  to 
be  by  him  communicated  to  said  E.  Littlehales ;  of  observing  indications  on  the 
said  17th  day  of  said  September  of  said  barque's  preparation  to  go  to  sea; 
of  said  James  Gilbert  and  said  William  Carrol,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  having, 
through  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  said  island,  appealed  to  his  Exeellency  the 
Governor  of  said  island,  recapitulating  the  aforesaid  particulars,  dlaiming  pro- 
tection and  restoration  of  property,  and  submitting  to  an  investigation ;  of 
said  collector's  answer  declining  to  communicate  said  certain  information  to 
said  E.  Littlehales;  of  said  James  Gilbert  having  made  written  application  to 
said  collector  for  a  clearance  for  said  barque ;  of  said  James  Gilbert  again 
writing  to  said  collector  urgently,  and  reiterating  his  wish  that  the  certain 
information  before  mentioned  should  be  without  loss  of  time  communicated  to 
said  E.  Littlehales,  and  if  on  his  non-compliance  to  hold  said  collector  respon- 
sible for  the  same,  requesting  correspondence  with  said  collector  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  Honourable  Commissioners  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  customs 
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in  England  without  delay;  of  discovering  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  said  Sep- 
tember, that  said  barque  had  during  some  time  on  the  preceding  night  gone 
from  the  anchorage  of  said  island ;  of  said  collector  having  sent  said  James  Gil- 
bert a  reply  to  his  last-named  communication,  but  which  was  perfectly  silent  on 
the  subject  of  his  granting  a  clearance  for  said  barque ;  of  the  said  James  Gil- 
bert and  the  said  William  Carrol  receiving  through  said  Colonial  Secretary  re* 
plies  from  his  said  Excellency  the  Governor,  stating  his  having  no  authority  to 
interpose  in  any  proceedings  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  officers ;  of  said 
James  Gilbert  bringing  on  shore  from  said  barque  a  valuable  chronometer  for 
(he  purpose  of  being  rated  at  the  Time  Office,  and  of  being  present  when  the 
harbour-master  or  port-captain  in  charge  of  said  Time  Office  prevented  the 
same  from  being  given  up ;  of  one  Clement  Hammond's  accompanying  said 
James  Gilbert  to  said  Time  Office  ;  of  said  James  Gilbert's  applying  there  to 
have  and  repossess  said  chronometer ;  of  said  harbour-master  or  port-captain's 
preventing  its  being  given  up,  and  of  said  Clement  Hammond  likewise  testify- 
ing as  to  certain  improper  expressions  used  by  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  against 
said  James  Gilbert,  and  said  Francis  W,  Sexton,  and  said  barque  *^  Jones;'  of 
0Re  Thomas  Storer  testifying  as  to  the  delivery  on  board  said  brigantine 
^  Dolphin'*  of  two  certain  letters  addressed  from,  and  sent  by,  said  James 
Gilbert  to  said  £.  Littlehales  by  said  Thomas  Storer ;  of  one  (George  Moss  also 
testifying  as  to  certain  injurious  expressions  made  use  of  by  said  Tobias  Davis, 
junior,  against  and  prejudicial  to  said  barque  ^'  Jones;'  of  one  Saul  Sol<v 
mon  likewise  testifying  as  to  further  certain  injttrious  expressions  also  made 
use  of  by  said  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  against  and  prejudicial  to  said  barque 
^  Jones ;'^  of  said  James  Gilbert's  instituting  proceedings  at  civil  law  against 
said  harbour-master  or  port-captain,  on  account  of  the  same ;  of  said  James 
Gilbert's  writing  to  said  K  Littlehales  for  the  clothes  of  said  James  Gilbwt 
and  said  F.  W.  Sexton ;  of  there  being  on  board  said  barque  at  the  time  said 
barque  was  taken  possession  of  by  said  brigantine  **  Dolphin,"  as  cargo,  various 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  belief  and  recol- 
lection, belonging  to  owners  of  said  barque  ^  Jones^'  to  the  vahie  of  twenty*- 
fflx  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixteen  Spanish  silver  dollars  and  four  cents^ 
as  per  list  before  named  by  the  said  James  Gilbert  (marked  AJ) ;  of  certain 
stores  at  the  time  of  said  possession  being  taken  of  said  barque  by  said  brigaat> 
tine  ''  Dolphin,"  being  likewise  on  board  said  barque,  the  property  of  said 
owners ;  of  there  also  being  on  board  said  barque,  at  same  time,  certain  private 
property  belonging  to  said  James  Gilbert ;  of  there  likewise  being  on  board  said 
barque,  at  same  time,  certain  property  belonging  to  him  the  said  Francis  W. 
Sexton,  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  and  sixty-three  Spanish  silver  dollars,  as 
per  list,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached  (marked  A  M),  aod  property  be^ 
longing  to  one  George  Tuinnson,  deceased,  a  native  citizen  of  said  United 
States,  to  the  value  of  twenty-four  Spanish  silver  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents^ 
as  per  list  hereunto  attached  (marked  AN),  likewise  property  belonging  to  one 
Famham  Frye,  deceased,  also  a  native  citizen  of  said  United  States,  as  per  list 
hereunto  attached  (marked  AO),  amounting  to  eight  hundred  dollars ;  of  the 
log-book  of  said  barque  '*  Jones''  being  left  on  board  that  vessel  at  the  time  she 
was  taken  possession  of  aforesaid,  and  not  being  by  said  Francis  W.  Sexton 
since  seen  ;  of,  at  the  time  of  said  £.  Littlehales  applying  to  said  James  Gil- 
bert to  see  the  manifest  before  mentioned  at  the  time  of  said  barque  being  taken 
possession  of  as  before  n^entioned,  and  during  the  following  day  (Sunday),  and 
until  ten  o^clockin  the  forenoon  of  the  succeeding  (Monday),  the  Custom^House 
at  said  island  being  shut  and  closed,  and  no  lawful  access  being  thereunto 
to  be  had  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  authentic  copy  of  the  manifest  before 
mentioned  and  there  deposited ;  of  a  current  report  in  town  of  seven  of  the 
crew  of  said  barque,  with  their  baggage,  having  been  by  said  brigantine 
**  Dolphin's'*  boats  and  people  taken  out  and  carried  from  said  barque  and  put 
on  board  said  brigantine  ''  Dolphin;**  of  another  current  report,  said  barque 
being  bound  to  Sierra  Leone,  on  said  West  Coast  of  Africa,  for  adjudication 
in  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  there  ;  and  of  the  mate,  the  cook,  and  the  steward 
(American  citizens),  with  two  officers  and  other  persons  belonging  to  said  bri- 
gantine '*  Dolphin,"  having  proceeded  in  said  barque;  of  the  further  report 
that  the  specie  on  board  said  barque  ^'Jones'  at  the  time  of  her  beiiig  taken 
possession  of  as  aforesaid  being  taken  from  said  barque  and  carried  on  board 
flaid  brigantine  *^  Dolphin'*  by  the  people  and  boats  of  the  last-named  vessel,  and^ 
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of  specie  having  been  afterwards  taken  from  said  brigantine  ^^  Dolphin''  by  her 
people  and  boats  on  board  said  barque  "  Jones;'  oi  said  James  Gilbert  being 
creaibly  informed  that  a  grindstone  and  a  whole  piece  of  raven's  duck,  part  of 
the  stores  of  said  barque,  and  of  certain  tobacco  and  shoes,  the  private  pro- 
perty of  said  James  Gilbert,  having  been  taken  from  said  barque  '^  Jones'^  smce 
her  said  seizure,  and  carried  on  board  said  brigantine  '*  Dolphin,**  and  there 
brought  into  use ;  he  the  said  F.  W.  Sexton  did  declare  unto  for  truth.  And 
he  the  said  Francis  W.  Sexton  did  further  declare  unto  me  the  said  William 
Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  he  the  said  Francis  W,  Sexton  verily 
believes  that  the  proceedings  aforesaid  of  said  E*  Littlehales  have  be^i  caused 
partly  from  false  data,  and  the  false  and  wicked  information  of  said  Tobias  Davis, 
junior,  and  other  persons  of  the  crew  of  the  said  barque  *'  JoneSy^  whom  he 
believes  to  have  been  instigated  by  the  said  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  toi;hat  end, 
and  other  motives  made  manifest  by  said  E.  Littlehales'  hasty,  and  afterwards 
deliberate  acts,  added  to  an  apparent  rapacious  desire  to  condemn  as  prize  said 
barque  ''  Jones'  and  cargo,  evidenced  in  the  fact  of  said  James  Gilbert  being 
prevented  getting  on  board  said  barque  with  the  papers  of  that  vessel  for  exhi- 
bition, and  of  said  E.  Littlehales*  adopting  a  system  of  non-intercourse,  and 
which  said  bar(]|ue  was  therefore  sent  away  without  such  documents  for  adju- 
dication aforesaid,  although  a  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  exists  at  said  island. 

And  he  the  said  Francis  W.  Sexton  did  further  declare  unto  me,  the  said 
William  Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  by  the  said  barque  and  cargo 
being  taken  possession  of,  and  sent  away  as  aforesaid,  and  thus  nis  losing  the 
lawful  control  of  the  said  cargo  in  the  capacity  of  supercargo  as  aforesaid,  and 
being  thus  detained  at  said  island,  and  now  being  necessitated  to  proceed  hence 
to  said  United  States  of  America,  that  certain  hwful  mercantile  business  and 
matters  for  account  of  said  owners  and  of  himself,  awaiting  his  expected  im- 
mediate return  to  said  West  Coast  of  Africa,  vnll,  and  in  all  probability  most 
suffer,  and  be  seriously  injured. 

And  he  the  said  Francis  W.  Sexton  did  further  declare  unto  me  the  said 
William  Carrol,  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  that  he  the  said  Francis  W.  Sexton 
bath  been  put  to  the  necessity  of  purchasing  and  procuring  certain  wearing 
apparel,  bedding,  and  other  necessaries,  and  that  he  has  incurred,  and  is  incur- 
ring, other  expenses  at  said  island,  in  consequence  of  the  premises. 

Wherefore,  and  by  reason  of  the  premises,  he  the  said  Francis  W.  Sexton 
did  declare  likewise  to  have  protested,  as  by  these  presents  he  doth  hereby 
most  solemnly  protest,  against  the  said  £.  Littlehales  and  against  all  and  every 
manner  of  person  or  persons  acting  for,  by,  or  under  him,  or  by  his  orders, 
authority,  or  directions,  and  against  said  Collector  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Customs  at  said  island,  as  also  against  the  said  harbour-master  or  port-captain 
of  said  island,  and  likewise  against  the  said  Tobias  Davis,  junior,  and  against 
all  manner  of  person  or  persons  whatsoever  and  whomsoever  herein  impli- 
cated, dinectly  or  indirectly,  their,  and  each  of  their  heirs,  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  assigns,  and  against  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whom  the 
same  doth,  shall,  or  may  concern,  for  all  and  all  manner  of  losses,  costs, 
charges,  damages,  hurts,  detriments,  expenses,  or  other  injuries  that  have 
aheady  arisen  or  happened  to  said  barque,  her  cargo,  stores,  or  other  property 
on  board,  and  voyage,  or  either,  or  which  shall  or  may  hereafter  arise  or  happen 
to  said  barque,  her  cargo,  stores,  or  other  property  on  board,  and  voyage,  or 
either,  in  consequence  of  the  premises  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  and  received 
in  time  and  place  convenient,  he  the  said  Francis  W.  Sexton  reserving  to  him- 
self the  power  or  right  of  hereafter  extending  his  protest  whenever  time,  cir- 
cumstances, or  need,  may  thereunto  require  it. 

Thus  done  and  protested  at  James'  Town,  in  the  Island  of  Saint  Helena,  this 
7th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  sixty-fifth. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  the  said  William  Carrol  do  hereunto  subscribe  my 
hand,  and  affix  the  Consular  Seal  of  my  Office,  at  the  place  aforesaid,  in  the 
day,  month,  and  year  last  above-written. 

•JAMES  GILBERT.  (L.S-) 
Witnesses:  FRANS.  WM.  SEXTON.   (LA) 

Georoe  Poolet. 
M.  W.  Carrol.  W.  CARROL, 

(U.  S.  Seal.)  United  States'  Consular  Conmercial  Agent. 
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Twenty-second  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

List  of  Documents  appended  to  the  foregoing  Protest^  and  referred  to  therein. 

A. — (Copy.)  Register  of  barque  *'  Jones.'* 

B. — Copy.)  Shipping  articles  of  crew. 

C. — (Copy.)  List  of  crew. 

D.*— (Copy.)  Manifest  of  outward  cargo. 

E. — (Copy.)     Clearance  of  barque  '*  Jones"'  at  Boston. 

F.— (Copy.)  Bill  of  health  at  Boston.        ' 

G. — (Copy.)  Manifest  of  cargo  for  sale  at  St.  Helena. 

H. — (Copy.)  Handbill  advertising  articles  imported  in  said  barque  for  sale  at 
St.  Helena* 

I. — (Copy.)  Affidavit  of  James  Gilbert  and  Francis  W.  Sexton,  declaring  that 
they  were  refused  admittance  on  board  said  barque  "  Jones "  by  an 
officer  of  the  "  Dolphin,**  also  (copy)  affidavit  of  Thomas  Chambers  and 
John  Chambers  corroborating  the  same. 

J. — (Copy.)  Letter  from  James  Gilbert  to  William  Carrol,  United  States* 
Consul  at  St.  Helena,  detailing  seizure  of  barque  "  Jones,'*  and  request- 
ing his  interference. 

K. — (Copy.)  Letter  on  the  subject  from  William  Carrol  to  Lieutenant  E. 
Littlehales. 

L. — (Copy.)    Declaration  of  John  William  Carrol  that  E.  Littlehales  would 

not  receive  the  last-mentioned  letter. 
M. — (Copy.)    Letter  from  James  Gilbert  to  E.  Littlehales. 

N. — (Copy.)  Letter  from  James  Gilbert  to  John  Young,  Esquire,  Collector  of 
Customs  at  St.  Helena. 

O. — (Copy.)  Reply  to  same,  enclosing  memorandum  of  port  dues  incurred  by 
said  barque  *'  Jones.'* 

P. — (Copy.)  Manifest  of  cargo  at  St.  Helena  of  barque  "  Jones,'*  bound  to 
South-west  Coast  of  Africa. 

Q. — (Copy.)  Letter  from  James  Gilbert  to  the  Collector,  enclosing  informa- 
tion for  £.  Littlehales. 

K — (Copy.)  Letter  from  James  Gilbert  to  W.  H.  Scale,  Esquire,  C.S.,  at  St. 
Helena,  enclosing 

S. — (Copy.)  Application  from  said  James  Gilbert  to  the  Governor  of  St. 
Helena  respecting  seizure  of  said  barque. 

T. — (Copy.)    Letter  from  W.  Carrol  to  said  W.  H.  Scale,  enclosing 

U. — (Copy.)     Letter  from  same  to  Governor. 

V. — (Copy.)  Letter  from  said  Collector  to  James  Gilbert,  declining  to  deliver 
information  to  E.  Littlehales. 

W. — (Copy.)    Declaration  by  George  William  Janisch. 

X. — (Copy.)  Letter  from  James  Gilbert  to  said  Collector,  applying  for  clear- 
ance. 

Y.— (Copy.)    Letter,  same  to  same. 

Z. — (Copy.)    Letter  in  reply  to  both  preceding  (X  and  Y). 

AA. — (Copy.)    Letter  from  said  W.  H.  Scale  in  reply  to  S. 

AB. — (Copy.)    Letter  from  same  in  reply  to  U. 

AC- — (Copy.)    Affidavit  of  Clement  Hammond. 

AD. — (Copv.)    Letter  from  said  James  Gilbert  to  E.  Gulliver,  Esquire,  apply- 

ing  for  chronometer. 
AE. — (Copy.)    Affidavit  of  said  Clement  Hammond  as  to  Tobias  Davis,  jun. 

AF. — (Copy.)  Letter  from  James  Gilbert  to  E.  Littlehales,  applying  for 
clothing. 

AG. — (Copy.)    Declaration  of  Thomas  Storer  as  to  delivery  and  returning  of 
letter  M. 
Class  D.  2 
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AH. — (Copy.)     Declitratbn  ofGeoi^SfosA 

^I. — (Copy.)     Declaration  of  Saul  Solomon  aa  to  assertions  made  by  stid 

Tobias  Davis,  junior,  in  hi»  presence  and  that  of  tKe  chaplain  and  clerk 

of**  Dolphin,** 

AJ. — (Copy).     List  and  value  of  cargo  on  board  said  barque  when  seized* 

AK. — (Copy.)     Ditto  of  stores,  &c. 

AL. — (Copy.)     Ditto  of  private  property  belonging  to  J^mes' Gilbert  on  baar4 
the  barque  when  seized. 

AM. — (Copy.)     List  of  property  belonging  to  said  Francis  W.  Sexton  on  boand 

said  barque  when  seized. 
AN. — (Copy.)     List  of*  property  belonging  to  the  late  Mr.  George  Tuinnson 

on  board*  said  barque  when"  seized. 

AO. — (Copy.)     List  of  property  belonging  to  the  late  Mr.  Farnham  Frye  on 
board  said  barque  when  seized. 

All  the  above  ar^e  certified  to  be  true  copies  of'  the  original  doouaa6at&  by  W. 
Carrol,  United  States'  Consular  Commercial  Agent  at  St.  Helena^ 


Twenty-third  Enclosure  in  No.  254. 

CASE  OF  THE  *' WILLIAM  AND  FRANCIS." 

Statement  of  an  occurrence  on  board  the  barque  **  William  and  Francis/'  Petep 
Flowery  master,  on  Her  late  vcyage  from  Havana  to  the  river  Bras,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  loaded  with  tobacco,  rum,  dry  goods,  and  specie. 

New  York,,Eebruary  1,  1841. 

Nothing  material  occurred  on  the  passage,  except  tempestuous  weather, 
until  her  arrival*  at  the  river  Bras,  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1840>  when 
she  landed  her  cargo.  On  the  15th  of  October,  about  siac  a.m.,  being,  ready  for 
sea,  in  sand  ballast,  sailed  from  the  said  river,  bound  to  Bonair,  in  the  Carribeaa 
Seas,  for  a  cargo  of  salt.  At  about"  eight  a.m.,  in  beating  out  of  the  river  dis- 
covered a  vessel  outside  the  bar,  supposed  by  the  negro  pilot  to  be  a  British 
man-of-war,  and  wished  to  be  disohai^ed  fbr  fbar  of  being  pressed  into  the 
English  service,  but  was  persuaded  by  Captain  Flowery  they  had  nothing  to 
fear,  that  be^  might  be  enabled  to  clear  the  bar  in  safety.  But  t^eir  fears  wese 
increased  when  the  boats  were  manned  and  putting  towards  the  '^  ff^iJUam  and 
Francis  ;"  so  great  was  their  consternation  and  dread  of  the  English  that  they 
left  the  barque  by  Jumping  overboard,  without  a  discharge  from  Captain 
Flowery.  About  ten  a.m.  the  "  William  and  Francis^  was  boarded  by  twa 
boats'  crews  from  the  EInglish  vessel ;  the  officer  of  the  first  boat  was  requested 
to  come  on  board,  and  leave  his  crew  in  the  boat ;  but  instead  of  so  doings  he 
ordiared  his  men.  to  board  said  barque,  being  armed  with  pistols,  cutlasses, 
carbines,  &c.,  to  the  number  of  18  men,  and  when  on  board  the  officer  drew 
up  his  men,  and  said  to  Captain  Flowery  that  he  took  possession  of  the  vessel^ 
and  if  he  made  any  resistance  that  he  would  blow  out  his  brains,  at  the  same 
inoment  levelling  a  pistol  at  Captain  Flowery's  head,  being  the  first  salutation 
given  by  the  British  oflicer.  He  was  asked  by  Captain  Flowery  what  he 
wanted;  his  reply  was  a  peremptory  demand  for  the  ship's  papers,  which 
Captain  Flowery  saidV  most  willingly  ;  and  when  produced  by  Captain  Flowery 
he  (the  officer)  demanded  possession  of  said  papers,  which  were  retained  im 
Captain  Flowery's  Hand,  open,  that  they  might  be  read  by  said  officer.  The 
Captain  stated  that  he  would  rcfproduce  them  to  his  (said  officer's)  commander; 
The  officer  then  told  Captain  Flowery's  men  they  might  work  or  not,  as  t^iey 
pleased ;  that  he  took  posdession  of  the  vessel,  and  ordered  the  anchor  lelg^ 
Captain  Flowery  replied  that  he  would  bring  her  to  anchor  himself,  which  was 
done;  At  m.,  the  British  man-of-war  anchored  close  to  tlie  "  fViUiam  cmd 
Francis^  when  the  commander  came  on  board  with  two  boats'  crews,  armed,  in 
like  manner  as  the  previous  boat's  crew  ;  the  first  boarding  officer  told  his  com- 
mander that  Captain  Flowery  refused  to  deliver  up  his  register,  and  recom- 
mendtsd  the  papers  (crew  list  and  charter  papers)  and  Captain  Flowery Vinw- 
lence  to  his  notice.    Captain  Flowery  then  produced  his  register,  and  held  it 
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for  their  perusal  as  before  stated  ;  the  commander  persisted  in  demanding  pos- 
session of  the  register,  which  Captain  Flowery  would  not  permit,  for  fear  of  its 
being  destroyed,  as  the  oflSx^ersrsaid  they  bdieved  her  *o  be  Spanish  property 
under  American  papers'.  The  commander  then  ordered* the  crew  of  the  "ff^U 
Ham  and  J^ramis'*  mustetod,  which  was  done,  after  which  a  search  was  made 
in  the  jcabi^,  in  twnbsj  and  amopg  clotbiiig  belcmging  'to  the  captain  amd 
officers  of  the  •'  tViltiam  and  Francis,'*  opening  sealed  letters,  barr^  of  btoad„ 
&c.  The  commander  then  said  if  he  found  20  barrels  of  bread  on  board  he 
would  take  her  as  a  prize  to  Sierra  Leone ;  and  further,  if  he  had  fallen  in  with 
her  pifevio«6  to  discharging,  and  found  the  specie  on  -be^rd,  -he  •wtmH  -have  con-* 
demned  her  as  a  bond  fide  prize.  Captain  Flowery  replied  he  might  do  so,  as 
he  had  the  power,  but  it  would  be  an  act  of  piracy,  being  money  legally  shipped, 
for  which  bills  of  lading  were  signed.  The  cmnmand6r,.in  a  high  state  of  feel- 
ing, told  Captain  Flowery  he  was  a  d nd  saucy  Yankee.     About  five  p.m. 

they  left  the  *^  Jf^iltiam  and  Frauds,*'  after  keeping  Captain  Flowery  under  a 
guard  of  four  men  with  drawn  swordis  sinee  ten  (O'clock  km.    The  yass^rs  name 
was  said  to  he  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  ''  Forester." 
All  of  which  is  roqiectfuUy  submitted. 

(Signed)  PETER  KLOWERT. 

114,  Madison  Street 


No.  255.  ' 

f^ise&tmt  Pahnerston  *>  Mr.  Fwjc. 

(Extract.)  Foreign  Office,  April  21,  1841 . 

It  appears  that  on.  several  occasions  i^^ssels  belonging  to  the  United  States 
have  been  freighted  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  various  places  in  Africa,  for  carry- 
ing to  those  places  equipments  and  cargoes  intended  to  be  there  transferred  to 
slave  vessels,  and  that  the  United  States'  Commodore  Ridgdey,  has  assured 
Mr.  Ousdley,  that  upon  receiving  oflBcially  the  information  which  Mr.  Ouseley 
has  led  him  to  expect  upon  this  suly  ect,  he  will  send  some  men-of-war  at  once 
to  the  coast  df  Africa,  to  seize  any  United  States'  -vessel  thus  employed,  and  to 
send  them  to  the  United  States  for  trial. 

I  am  to  desh'e  that  you  will  by  note  commnnicate  the  substance  of  the 
enclosed  papers  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  expressing  in  that  note  the  gratification  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  at  this  proctf  of  the  readiness  of  the  officers  of  the 
United  States*  navy  to  act  in  concert  with  Her  Majesty's  officers  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Afirican  Slave  Trade. 

No.  256. 

VUanmt  Pahnerston  4o  Mr.  Worn. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22,  184L 
OircUlat  sending  Convention  with  H^ti. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  257. 

f^iseouat  Falmerslon  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Foreign  Office,  May  8,  1841, 
Circular  Instsuction&uigainst  holding  or  being  interested  in  Slave  property. 

(See  No.  2.) 
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No.  258. 

yUetmnt  Pakner$ton  to  Mr.  JFox. 

Foreign  Office,  May  11, 1841. 

Circular  as  to  proposed  Instructions  to  United  States'  Functionaries  ia 
SlaveJiolding  countries. 

(See  No.  3.) 

No.  259. 

Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  May  24,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  9th  of  February,  184L  enclos- 
ing a  copy  of  a  letter  which  by  my  directions  had  b^n  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  respecting  American  vessels  engaged  in  Slave 
Trade,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  further 
letter  which,  by  my  directions,  has  been  addressed  to  that  department  upon 
the  subject  in  question. 

I  havcj  &c. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.         Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  259. 
Lord  Leveson  to  Sir  John  Barrow. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  May  181,  1841. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  Viscount  Palmerston  your  letter  of  the  3rd  instant, 
enclosing  copies  of  the  instructions  which  have  been  given  to  the  Commandiog 
Officers  of  Her  Majesty's  cruisers,  '*  to  abstain  from  capturing  American 
vessels  engaged  in  Slave  Trade.'*  And  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  state  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  Lord  Palmerston  is  of  opinion, 
that  where  there  is  good  reason  to  suspect  that  a  vessel,  met  with  by  Her 
Majesty's  cruisers,  may  not  be  American,  and  may  be  engaged  in  Slave  Trade, 
the  mere  fact  that  she  hoists  an  American  flag  ought  not  to  protect  such 
vessel  from  being  boarded  for  the  purpose  of  examining  her  papers,  and  that 
if  such  vessel  shall  be  found  to  have  on  board  American  papers,  which  are 
evidently  irregular  and  imperfect,  or  if,  having  regular  American  papers  on 
board,  she  shall  also  have  papers  of  another  country,  which  has  conceded  to 
Great  Britain  the  right  of  search,  such  vessel  ought,  in  either  of  those  cases, 
to  be  searched  ;  and  vessels  so  circumstanced,  if,  upon  search,  they  are  found 
to  be  equipped  for  Slave  Trade,  or  to  have  slaves  on  board,  ought  to  be  de- 
tained, and  to  be  sent  in  for  adjudication  to  the  proper  tribunal,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  case.  That  is  to  say,  if  the  vessel  so  detained  shall  not  have 
papers  sufficiently  r^ular  to  entitle  her  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  flag  of 
any  nation,  she  should  be  sent  to  a  British  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Vice-Ad- 
miralty, under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  2nd  and  3rd  Victoria,  cap.  73 ; 
and  if  she  should  have  papers  proving  her  to  be  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  flag  of  any  country  which  has  conceded  to  Great  Britain  the  mutual  right 
of  search,  she  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Treaty 
concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  that  country. 
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NaS60. 
Viscount  Pabnerston  to  Mr.  Fo». 

Sir,  Foreign  Office^  June  28, 1841. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Francb 
Russell,  requesting  to  know  the  result  of  an  application  made  in  Aprils  1840» 
by  Messrs.  Stilwetl^  as  agents  for  the  officers  and  crew  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop 
^  Harlequin,^  on  account  of  claims  preferred  by  them  for  the  proceeds  of  the 
American  ship  "  Wyoming*'  And  with  reference  to  my  despatch  to  you. 
Slave  Trade,  of  the  30th  of  May,  1841, 1  have  to  desire  that  you  will  acquaint 
me  with  the  result  of  the  representation  which  in  that  despatch  you  were  in- 
structed to  make  to  the  United  States'  Government  upon  this  subject. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fe.     8fc.     Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  26a 

Lord  Francis  Russell  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Mt  Lobd,  22,  Arundel  Street,  Strand,  June  19,  1841. 

With  reference  to  a  letter  addressed  to  your  Lordship  on  the  29th  of 
April,  1840,  by  Messrs.  Stilwell  of  Arundel  Street,  the  agents  appointed  by 
myself,  the  officers  and  company  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop  ^^  Harlequin,"  late 
under  my  command,  enclosing,  for  transmission  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  an  application  founded  on  a  decree  of  condemnation  in  the 
District  Court  of  New  Y  ork,  dated  19th  of  October,  1839,  in  the  case  of  the 
American  ship  **  JVyomingy'  directing  the  vessel  to  be  sold  and  the  proceeds 
to  be  distributed  according  to  law,  for  such  part  thereof  as  the  captors  would 
have  been  entitled  to,  had  they  been  American  subjects,  and  praying  that  that 
Government  would  in  addition  ^rant  the  captors  the  whole  or  some  part  of 
that  portion  of  the  proceeds  forfeited  to  the  Government. 

As  no  reply  to  the  letter  in  question  has  been  received,  I  request  to  be  in- 
formed what  steps  have  been  taken  by  your  Lordship,  and  if  any  reply  has  been 
received  from  America  on  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  F.RUSSELL, 

Comtnander,  late  Her  Majesty* s  ship  " Harlequin** 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 


No.  261. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  14,  1841; 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you,  for  communication  to  the  United  States* 
Government,  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  of  its  enclosure,  from  the  Admiraltyi  con- 
taining intelligence  respecting  Slave  Trade  uuder  the  flag  of  the  Union. 

I  have,  &c. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.         Sfc. 
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First  Enclosure  io,  No.  261. 

Sir  John  Barrow  to  Mr.  Backhouse. 

Admiralty,  June  25,  1841. 
Sir,  {Received  June  26.) 

I  AM  commanded  by  my.  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  seDd 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Viscount  Palmerston,  a  copy  of  a  letter  firoia 
Captain  Tucker,  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop  *'  Wolverene,"  dated  the  16th  of  MLarch 
lastf  containing  information  rektire  to  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 

J.  Backhouse,  Esq,  (Signed)  JOHN  BARROW- 

Sfc.  8fc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  261. 
Commander  Tucker  to  Mr.  More  O'FerrdlL 

Her  Majesty's  slotyp*^  Woherencr  at  sea,  latitude  5*9'  N. 
Sir,  longitude  9^  28'  fV.,  March  16,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  16th  instant,  off  Sestos,  I  fell  in  with  the 
United  States'  corvette  of  war  ^'  Cyane,'"  Commander  Latimtr,  and  sent  an 
officer  on  board  of  her  to  afford  her  commander  every  assistance,  and  to  give 
him  every  information  in  my  power  relating  to  vessels  sailing  under  the 
American  dag,  to  which  he  returned  a  very  polite  and  courteous  answer,  re- 
gretting he  was  in  great  haste  to  reach  Grand  Bassa  and  Mea«rado,  and 
wished  to  take  every  advantage  of  the  present  slant  of  wind  in  his  favour,  to 
run  over  the  current  or  he  should  have  had  great  pleasure  in  cdling  on  me. 
I  regret  I  had  not  the  opportunity  of  seeing  and  informing  him  of  the  number 
of  vessels  which  have  covered,  or  are  reported  to  have  covered  and  protected 
the  nefarious  Traffic  in  Slaves,  by  the  use  and  abuse  of  the  American  flag 
during  the  last  year,  although  there  have  been  two  United  States*  ships  of  war 
on  the  station ,  the  said  vessds  not  affording  any  proof  of  being  Spanish  pro- 
perty ;  but  I  still  more  and  very  deeply  regret  that  the  American  men-of*war 
remain  so  very  short  a  time  on  the  coast,  and  do  not  visit  the  coast  to  leeward 
of  Cape  Palmas,  as  a  great  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade 
under  the  protection  of  the  American  flag  are  to  be  found  in  the  Bights  of 
Benin  and  jBiafra,  and  the  coast  to  the  southward,  as  is  proved  by  the  follow- 
ing extracts  of  returns  of  vessels  boarded  by  the  squadron  under  my  orders, 
and  the  extracts  from  different  letters  from  the  commanders. 

The  American  men-of-war,  I  am  convinced,  have  been  of  service  on  this 
coast,  inasmuch  as  the  knowledge  of  it  has  prevented  many  vessels  from  raising 
their  ilag,  which  were  therefore  obliged  to  resort  to  the  Portuguese  or  Stoanish 
flags,  in  proof  of  which  I  beg  to  report  that  I  received  information  wom  a 
creditable  quarter,  that  eleven  vessels  were  to  follow  the  American  brig 
*'  Douglas**  to  the  River  Nun,  to  take  the  slaves  purchased  with  the  cargo 
carried  in  her  by  the  consignee,  Don  Pablo  Frexas.  I  detained  the  two  first  in 
the  River  Nun,  two  escaped  with  slaves,  then  I  detained  the  *'  Palmira^  one  of 
the  eleven,  off  the  Nun,  but  she  was  under  Spanish  colours.  The  '^  Forester" 
detained  another,  the  '*  Recurso/'  off  the  Nun  under  the  Portuguese  flag,  and 
chased  another  off  the  Nun  and  prevented  her  entering  by  strictly  blockading 
it  with  vessels  and  boats,  which  were  fired  upon  by  her. 

I  have,  &c« 
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No.  262. 

VUcount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fojc. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  16,  184L 

With  reference  to  my  previous  Despatches  to  you  respecting  the  United 
States'  vessel  the  "  Tigris^'  detained  by  Lieutenant  Matson,  of  Her  Majesty's 
brig  ^*  Waterwitch,**  on  a  charge  of  being  concerned  in  Slave  Trade,  and  sent  to 
the  United  States'  port  of  Salem^  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  authorities  of  that 
place  for  trial,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information^  copies  of  corre- 
spondence which  has  passed  between  this  office  and  Air.  Consul  Grattan,  and  this 
office  and  the  Admiralty,  since  the  date  of  my  last  Despatch  to  you  upon  this 
subject. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  S.  Fow,  Esq.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

^c.     Sfc.     Sfc. 

Enclosures  in  No.  262. 

1.  Mr.  Grattan  to  Viscoant  Palmerston,  Boston,  June  14,  1841. 

3.   fiscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Grattan^  Foreign  Office,  July  14,  1841. 

(See  Nos.  313  and  814.) 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  262. 

Sir  John  Barrow  to  Mr.  Backhouse. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  June  24,  1841. 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Viscount  Palmerston,  the  copy  of  a  letter. 
No.  14,  of  the  3rd  of  April  last,  from  Rear-Admlral  Sir  Edward  D.  King,  and  its 
several  enclosures  (in  orig^inal),  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade,  as  carried  on  upon 
the  Brazils  and  Cape  of  Good  Hope  station,  and  the  arrangements  made  for  it^ 
prevention. 

I  am,  &c. 
J.  Backhouse,  Esq.,  (Signed)  JOHN  BARROW*  ^ 

Sfc.      Sfc.      Sfc. 

(Extract.)  Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  262. 

Rear^Admiral  Sir  E.  D.  King  to  Mr.  More  O'FerralL 
Sir,  "  Southampton,^'  Simon's  Bay,  April  3,  184L 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieute- 
nant Matson,  of  Her  Majesty's  brig  "  Waterwitch,'*  dated  the  19th  of  February 
last^  reporting  his  proceedings  in  detaining  the  brig  ^  Tigris"  junder  the  flag  of 
the  United  States^  for  being  concerned  in  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

I  have  carefully  considered  this  case,  and  feel  disposed  to  approve  of  Lieute- 
nant Matson's  conduct  towards  the  vessel  in  question,  as  far  as  applies  to  her 
examination,  and  the  measures  he  took  to  establish  the  facts^  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  he  would  have  sufficiently  met  the  merits  of  her  offence  had  he  forwarded 
the  evidence  against  her  to  the  American  Government,  without  incurring  the 
responsibility  of  taking  possession  and  sending  her  in  charge  to  that  country. 

Her  Majesty's  officers  are  certainly  placed  in  great  perplexity  in  dealing  with 
vessels  under  the  American  flag  which  they  find  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade.  I 
have  specially  cautioned  those  under  my  orders  to  be  most  guarded  in  their 
conduct  whilst  boarding  vessels  bearing  that  flag,  and  which,  by  a  strict  but 
courteous  examination  of  their  papers,  may  prove  to  belong  to  American  citizens^ 
whether  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade  or  not,  reminding  them  that  we  have  uo 
convention  with  the  United  States  conceding^  the  right  of  nmtual  search,  and  j 
think  the  officers  are  generally  very  careful  m  this  respect ;  but  (he  vigorous 
measures  recently  adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  against  veswels  bearmg 


Digitized  by 


Google 


248  UNITED  STATES. 

the  flag  of  Portugal,  under  which  so  much  of  the  Slave  Trade  was  formerty 
carried  on,  having  induced  the  persons  eng^aged  in  that  iniquitous  pursuit  to 
assume  the  flag  of  America  and  to  disguise  themselves  so  thoroughly  by  fictitious 
papers,  mixed  crews,  and  other  contrivances  for  which  there  is  great  faciliy,  the 
cruisers  find  great  difficulty  in  discerning  what  vessels  are  really  entitled  to  its 
protection,  and  from  a  proper  desire  not  to  give  cause  for  offence  to  that  Go- 
vernment, no  doubt  allow  many  vessels  to  escape  which  a  more  severe  scrutiny 
would  have  detained. 

From  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  ^ince  I  assumed  this  command,  I  feel  quite 
convinced  that,  unless  a  very  different  course  indeed  be  adopted  by  the  Ame- 
rican Government  from  that  at  present  pursued,  there  can  be  no  reasonable 
hope  of  effectually  and  permanently  checking  the  Slave  Trade ;  for  whilst  that 
Government  denies  to  British  cruisers  the  right  of  searching,  and  almost  that  of 
boarding  vessels  under  its  fla^,  it  applies  no  adequate  means  of  its  own,  either 
to  detect  and  punish  Amencan  citizens  engaged  in  the  traffic,  or  to  prevent 
Portuguese,  Brazilians,  and  other  foreigners  from  carrying  it  on  under  the 
apparent  protection  of  the  national  colours. 

The  consequence  is,  that  American  slave-vessels,  or  vessels  trading  in  slaves 
under  that  flag,  swarm  the  coasts  of  Africa  and  Brazil  to  an  extent  far  beyond 
general  belief,  and  are  daily  increasing  in  number ;  at  the  same  time  that  the 
masters  of  such  vessels^  knowing  their  impunity,  treat  the  boarding  oflBcers  from 
Her  Majesty's  ships  with  the  greatest  insolence  and  abuse,  throw  every  vexatious 
impediment  in  the  way  of  their  properly  performing  their  duty,  and  try  all  they 
can  to  provoke  them  to  some  hasty  act  of  aggression  or  quarrel,  so  as  to  form  a 
subiect  of  complaint  to  the  American  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  E.  D.  KING, 

R.  M.  O'Ferrall,  Esq.  Rear- Admiral  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

S^c.        S^c.        8^c. 

Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  262. 

Commander  Matson  to  Rear- Admiral  Sir  E.  D.  King. 

Her  Majesty's  brig  *'  Waterwitchj*  at  sea. 
Sib,  February  4,  1841. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  the  documents  relating  to  the 
American  brig  ^*  Tigris*'  detained  and  sent  to  the  United  States  by  me  for  beiog 
engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  which  circumstance  I  repeated  to  Captain  R.  L. 
Baynes,  C.B.,  in  my  letter  of  the  11th  of  October,  1840. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  H.  J.  MATSON, 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  E.  D.  Kingy  Lieutenant  and  Commander. 

8fe.  8fc.  8fc. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  262. 


Commander  Matson  to  the  Secretary  or  Registrar  of  either  of  the  Circuit 

Courts  of  the  United  States. 

(See  Thirteenth  Enclosure  in  No.  253,  page  203.) 


Seventh  Enclosure  in  No.  262. 
(A.) 

(Translation.) 

Angola. — Deposition  made  by  the  Black  called  Heme. 

On  ti)e  9th  of  October,  1840,  in  this  town  of  Loaudo,  province  of  Angola, 
in  the  dwdling-house  of  the  most  deserving  Judge  ^'  Ordinary/'  Ignacio  Joaquim 
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commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  of  war  the  *^  Waterwitch,"  from  the 
Black,  Heme,  found  by  that  Commander  on  board  the  American  brig  "  Tigris  ;'* 
and  there  being  present  Jose  Francisco  de  Coutto  and  Philip  Vellasco,  who  had 
been  appointed  interpreters,  the  said  Judge  tendered  the  oath  on  the  Holy 
Gospels,  in  virtue  of  which  he  charged  them  well  and  truly,  and  without  guile  or 
malice,  to  declare  and  translate  into  the  Portuguese  idiom  the  depositions  about 
to  be  made  by  Heme,  the  black,  who  was  present ;  and  they,  having  taken  the 
said  oath,  promising  to  comply  with  the  above,  proceeded  to  put  to  the  black  the 
queries  enjoined  them  by  the  Minister ;  and  Heme  deposed  as  follows  : — 

Is  a  native  of  the  mountains  of  Guilengiies,  in  Benguella;  unable  to  tell  his 

X,  which  seems  to  be  thirteen  or  fourteen.  Was  brought  there  by  one  Nicolas, 
)  sold  him  to  one  Joaquim  Ferreira  ;  was  sold  by  him  to  Alexandre,  and  by 
him  to  Miguel  Baptistor,  inhabitant  of  Benguella,  who  bartered  him  to  the  mer- 
chant Joao  Maria  de  Souza  e  Almeida.  This  latter  kept  him  for  service  in  his 
house,  and  sent  him,  with  others  of  his  slaves,  to  the  beach,  to  collect  some  lime 
in  barrels  for  domestic  use;  and  during  the  time  that  deponent  was  taking  care 
of  some  of  the  barrels,  and  that  the  slaves  were  fetching  others,  deponent, 
remaining  alone  on  the  beach,  was  seized  by  a  crew  of  a  boat  belonging  to  some 
foreign  vessel,  on  board  of  which  he  was  carried.  On  the  same  day  the  vessel 
put  to  sea,  and  four  days  after  he  was  transferred  from  thence  to  another  vessel, 
where  he  now  is,  and  whence  he  was  sent  for  this  day  to  make  the  present  depo- 
sition before  the  above  Minister.  Thereupon  the  Minister  ordered  the  present 
minute  to  be  drawn  up,  which  he  signed,  with  the  two  interpreters  and  the 
witnesses  who  attended,  and  who  have  signed  their  names.  Alvaro  da  Costa, 
Notary  to  the  Judge  "  de  Direito,"  who  wrote  this  ;  also  signed  it,  Mello  Pereira; 
Alvaro  da  Costa ;  Joze  Francisco  de  Couttho ;  Cross  of  the  Interpreter  Philip 
Vellasco ;  as  witness^  Francisco  Texeira  de  Mirandez,  Joze  Gomez  Rimirez. 

jiuto  da  Crime. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  1840,  9th  of  October,  in  this  town  of 
Loando^  in  the  dwelling  of  the  most  deserving  Judge  Ordinary,  Ignacio 
Joaquim  de  Mello  Pereira,  serving  the  office  in  the  absence  of  the  proper  Judge 
of  this  province  of  Angola,  I,  the  notary,  attended  for  the  purpose  of  proceed- 
ing to  an  examination  of  any  marks  and  impressions  of  irons  that  might  be 
discovered  on  the  skin  of  Heme,  the  black.  That  was  done  at  the  requisition 
of  the  lieutenant  who  commands  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig-of-war  the 
*'  Waterwitch/'  Now  there  being  likewise  present  the  notary  of  the  correc* 
tional  police,  Manoel  Antonio  Rodriguez,  he,*  I,  the  present  notary,  and  the 
witnesses  signed  below,  proceeded  to  the  said  examination,  during  which  it 
was  found  that  the  said  negro  has  not  any  marks  of  iron  on  his  whole  body, 
save  some  traces  of  pock-marks  on  the  arms,  and  a  very  little  scar  in  the  face, 
about  which  the  black,  on  being  interrogated,  replied  that  it  proceeded  from  a 
wound  caused  a  long  while  ago  with  a  piece  of  wood.  On  being  questioned 
whether  it  was  not  in  the  Isle  of  Thomas,  or  in  some  other  place  where  that 
wound  had  been  given,  he  made  answer  that  the  wound  was  occasioned  in  the 
Guilengues  mountains  in  Benguella,  his  country,  and  that  he  never  either  was 
at,  or  heard  of  the  Isle  of  Thomas.  The  Minister  having  thus  finished  the 
examination,  ordered  the  present  minute  to  be  made  out,  which  he  signed 
along  with  all  the  rest. 

(Signed)  The  Judge,  IGNACIO  JOAQUIM  DE  MELLO 

PEREIRA. 

Witnesses,    ARRENEO  P.  P.  DE  CARPO. 

FRANCISCO  R-  DE  MORIANDA. 

I,  the  Advocate,  Ignacio  Joaquim  de  Mello  Pereira,  the  Judge  Ordiuario, 
serving  in  lieu  of  the  one  "  de  direito,**  of  thfe  first  instance,  in  this  province  of 
Angola  and  its  dependencies,  do  make  known,  that  to  the  end  of  its  being  on 
record,  I  caused  the  present  to  be  made  out  by  the  notary  under  my  orders, 
who  wrote  this,  and  that  the  signature  underneath  is  that  of  the  said  notary, 
affixed  for  the  sake  of  authentification.  Loando,  9th  October,  1840.  Manoel 
Antonio  Rodriguez  wrote  it. 

(Signed)         IGNACIO  JOAQUIM  DE  MELLO  PEREIRA. 
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Eighth  Eoclosure  in  No.  262. 

(B.) 

Capttxin  Frye  to  the  Lieutenant  commanding  Her  Majesty* s  brig  ^*  Watervnteh.^ 

SiK, 

As  you  have  detained  the  AiDerican  brig  '^  TigrU^*  under  my  commtiMl, 
under  circumstances  which  to  you  are  suspicious,  I  wish  fully  to  explain  all  the 
circumstanoes  of  the  case  to  you. 

July  27,  1840.— I  arrived  at  St.  Thome  direct  from  Salem,  United  States  of 
America ;  while  there,  finding  my  cook  and  steward  drunk,  I  punished  him, 
and  sent  him  out  of  the  cabin,  and  requested  Joze  de  Castro  to  let  me  have  a 
boy  to  carry  to  the  United  States  to  act  as  steward  in  the  cabin ;  he  let  me  have 
one,  but  as  I  did  not  much  like  his  appearance  he  told  me  that  if  he  dill  not 
prove  good  I  might  leave  him  with  his  friend  John  Almada,  of  Bengudla,  and 
ibr  that  purpose  I  got  a  passport  for  him.  Upon  arriving  at  Benguella,  whick 
I  did  on  the  18th  of  September,  I  sent  the  boy  on  shone,  aad  took  a  baj  of 
J.  de  Almada  on  board  to  carry  to  the  United  States,  and  put  him  on  the  ship- 
ping articles.  Letters  which  I  carried  to  Benguella  from  J.  de  Castro  to  J. 
Almada  I  think  explained  all  to  him,  and  the  purpose  for  which  I  wanted  fauQt 
and  what  I  was  going  to  do  with  him. 

October  7. — While  I  was  on  shore  I  saw  your  brig  off  the  port;  your  boat 
soon  after  boarded  the  '*  Tigris^''  and  upon  the  oflGicer's  asking  about  the  boy, 
was  told  by  the  mate  that  he  belonged  to  St.  Thome,  and  came  from  there; 
and  his  reasons  were,  that  as  I  was  not  on  board  he  thought  there  were  less 
questions  asked  if  he  said  he  came  from  there.  Soon  my  boat  came  <m  shore* 
and  informed  me  of  the  boy's  having  been  taken  out  of  the  brig  by  you  ;  I 
immediately  went  on  board,  and  upon  getting  there  was  told  by  the  mate  that 
he  had  told  you  the  boy  came  on  board  at  St.  Thomfe,  and  his  reasons  for  so 
doing.  Soon  after  your  boat  returned,  bringing  back  the  boy;  and  I  now, 
thinking  if  I  told  you  he  came  from  Benguella,  the  different  stories  would  lead 
to  some  detention,  I  said  he  belonged  to  St.  Thomas,  as  J.  de  Castro,  of  tber^ 
is  the  one  that  gives  him  liberty  to  allow  him  to  go  to  the  United  States.  My 
log-book  and  shipping-articles  are  sufficient  security  for  me,  and  even  if  I  had 
him  not  logged,  the  custom  of  our  vessels  carrying  these  boys  home  to  learn 
English  would  warrant  me  in  it.  You  now  have  on  board  a  Kroo  boy  that  I 
took  at  Cape  Palmas  on  my  last  voyage,  and  I  had  him  with  me  12  or  14 
months;  on  my  previous  voyage  I  had  taken  one  of  these  boys  home;  Cape 
Palmas  was  my  first  port,  and  then  I  had  the  boy  on  board,  bringing  him  back, 
at  the  same  time  I  took  said  Kroo  boy  on  board.  Were  more  proof  wanting  as 
regards  my  intention  towards  the  boy,  you  will  easily  find  it  in  the  letters  which 
J.  de  Castro  wrote  to  John  Almada  of  Benguella. 

One  part  of  my  conduct  to  you  I  regret  exceedingly,  and  which  I  am  aware 
will  lead  me  to  great  censure  in  the  United  States,  that  when  you  asked  all  my 
crew  I  did  not  check  them  ;  but  seeing  all  give  you  the  same  answer,  I  was  in 
hopes  they  did  not  recognise  the  boy,  but  was  afterwards  told  by  my  mate  that 
he  had  told  them  all  to  say  that  he  came  from  St.  Thome,  as  they  were  not  on 
oath. 

(Signed)  N.  AUGUSTUS  FRYE, 

Commanding  American  brig  "  TigrUJ' 

(Signed)        Witness,  SamU£l  Buekhajc,  Mate. 


Ninth  Enclosure  in  No.  262. 

(C.) 
(Translation.) 

Minute  of  Deposition  made  by  Joao  Maria  de  Souza  e  Aimeida,  Merchant  qf 
this  place,  respecting  a  boy^  Gil,  in  tie  possession  of  deponent,  as  wtU  mm 
respecting  another  of  the  name  of  Heme  (or  Ime),  4M9  r&s^ined  at  Amgolm, 
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whitber  If  the  Notarf^  repaired  bj  bis  desire^  tbert  appeared  present  Joao  Maria 
de  Souaa  e  Almeida,  merchant  of  this  pla<:e,  whom  I  identify  and  acknowledge 
as  such^  and  said^  on  bekig  interrogated  by  the  Judge,  that  having  handed  over 
the  boy  Heme  to  the  American  vessel  *'  Tigris,''  in  place  of  another  ef  the  name 
of  GU,  who  vras  in  possession  of  depoiaent,  it  became  the  occasion  of  the  American 
vessel  being  taken  by  the  English  brig  **  Waterwitch."  At  the  same  time  there 
also  prelsented  himself  the  Commander  of  the  said  English  brig-of-war  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  present  minute,  when  Almeida  made  the  fol- 
lowing deposition : — 

That  the  merchant  Joze  de  Castro  Proza  Maltros  having  transmitted  to  him 
from  the  Isle  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  American  vessel  **  Tigris,*'  through  the 
agency  of  her  Captain,  a  black  boy  of  the  name  of  Gil,  whom  the  said  Castro  was 
to  have  sent  to  English  America  to  learn  the  art  of  cookery,  as  appears  by  the 
Document  No.  1.  Now  Castro  desiring  that  in  lieu  of  him  there  might  go 
another  boy  of  the  same  size  and  quality,  by  reason  of  the  said  Gil  being  dready 
domesticated  in  the  said  Isle  of  St.  Thomas,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  country, 
and  likewise  because  Gil  might  be  unwilling  to  submit  to  certain  rules  which 
Castro  must  needs  lay  down  to  Gil,  with  the  view  of  his  acquiring  that  art;  on 
which  account  the  said  Castro  directed  the  exchange  alluded  to,  to  be  effected. 
In  consequence  whereof,  deponent  ordered  Heme  to  go  in  place  of  Gil,  inasmuch 
as  Heme  is  a  boy  of  the  same  size,  and  a  menial  servant  of  deponent,  as  appears 
from  Document  No.  2 ;  and  Heme  was  on  the  eve  of  departing  from  hence  to 
that  island  in  order  to  join  the  said  Castro ;  and  as  for  the  said  black  boy 
Heme  giving  out  that  he  had  been  forcibly  carried  on  board  the  said  vessel 
**  Tigris"  and  that  therefore  he  had  been  kidnapped,  it  is  downright  at  variance 
with  truth ;  because,  when  deponent  ordered  him  to  leave  work  in  order  to 
accompany  a  sailor  of  the  above  vessel  "  Tigris,""  who  came  to  receive  from 
deponent  the  correspondence  for  Prince's  Island,  deponent  gave  Heme  to  under- 
stand that  though  he  did  not  speak  the  language  of  the  country,  he  was  leaving 
for  deponent's  land  of  nativity ;  and  that  he  accompanied  the  said  sailor  to  the 
coast  without  being  attended  by  any  guard ;  neither  was  he  a  prisoner  since  he 
stood  in  the  relation  of  a  domestic  servant  going  on  the  business  of  deponent's 
hoAse,  and  that  he  therefore  need  be  under  no  uneasiness.  In  this  stage,  depo- 
nent presented  the  black  boy,  Gil,  who  is  in  bis  possession,  to  the  English  Com- 
mander,* who  recognized  him  for  the  same  they  had  already  seen  on  board  the 
above  American  vessel  **  Tigris,'^  when  she  sailed  from  the  port  of  Ambriz  for 
this  port  of  Benguella ;  and  when  they  examined  that  vessel,  the  Captain  told 
them  what  is  set  forth  in  the  deposition. 

And  in  order  that  their  declaration  to  that  effect  may  be  known,  as  well  as 
for  the  purpose  of  its  being  on  record  for  reference,  he,  the  Judge,  ordered  the 
present  minute  to  be  drawn  up,  which  the  Judge,  the  deponent,  the  English 
commanders,  and  all  those  present  signed  with  me,  Joze  Salomao  de  Lemos 
Pereira,  examined  notary,  who  penned  it,  also  signed  it. 

(Signed)  COSTA. 

JOSE  SALMAO  DE  LEMOS 

PEREIRA,  1840. 
JOAO  MARIA    DE   SOUZA 

E  ALMEIDA- 
H.  J.  MATSON. 
A.  B.  CURROR. 
FREDERICK  ELSTONE. 
MANUEL  ANTONIO  FRED. 

BARBOZA. 
JOAQUIM  MANOEL    ESCO- 

RAO. 

I  attest  that  the  above  signatures  were  written  at  BengueWa,  October  16, 
1840. 

J.  Emttr.  J.  S.,  O.  Palm. 

(Signed)  JOZE  SALMAO  HJE  L^:WOS  PEREIKA, 

184^0,  Ea:^^mnei   Notary. 
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I^  the  Captain  Joze  Nunes  da  Costa,  Judge  Ordinary  of  the  Indies  and  of  the 
Mines  in  this  city  of  Benguella,  &c.  &c«,  make  known  that  the  above  signature 
is  that  of  the  notary,  under  my  orders,  who  wrote  this,  and  that  he  ^gned  it  for 
the  sake  of  authenticity.     Benguela,  October  16,  18t0. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  DE  LEMOS  PEREIRA, 

Notary. 
JOZE  NUNES  DA  COSTA. 


Tenth  Enclosure  in  No.  262. 
(Translation.) 


Public  Instrument^  containing  an  Extract  from  a  Letter  dated  &th  of  August^ 
1840,  written  from  the  Isle  of  St.  Thomas^  and  signed  by  Joze  de  Castro 
Roza  Mattos  to  Joao  Maria  de  Souza  e  Almeida  of  this  place^  as  stated 
below : — 

You  will  receive  by  the  hands  of  this  American  captain,  who  is  my 
friend,  a  black  boy,  for  whom  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  that  you  will  send 
me  in  exchange  one  of  the  same  size,  to  the  end  that  the  said  captain  may 
carry  him  among  his  crew  to  America  to  learn  to  cook.  You  will  receive 
from  the  same  captain  four  doubloons,  for  which  you  will  have  the  goodness 
to  buy  for  me  tobacco,  ivory,  and  bees-wax,  all  packed  up  in  a  small  chest 
In  case  you  should  be  disposed  to  transmit  to  me  some  tobacco,  as  a  venture 
on  your  own  account,  you  may  entrust  it  to  the  same  captain,  he  being  a  safe 
man.  It  was  out  of  my  power  to  forward  the  horses  to  you,  for  want  of  room; 
the  captain  told  me  he  could  not  bestow  them^  as  his  vessel  was  already  over- 
oaded. 

The  above  is  tnily  and  faithfully  extracted  from  the  letter  to  which  I  refer, 
and  which  was  d  livered  to  its  address.  And  the  present  extract  was  penned, 
signed,  compared,  and  collated  in  this  town  of  Benguella,  on  the  16th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1840,  by  me,  Joze  Salomao  de  Lemos  Pereira,  examined  notary,  who  wrote^ 
and,  with  a  view  to  legalization,  signed  it. 

J.  Emittr.  S.  L.  Devere.  P.  O.  Palm. 

(Signed)  JOZE  SALOMAO  DE  LEMOS 

PEREIRA,  1840, 

I,  the  Captain  Joze  Nunes  da  Costa,  Judge  Ordinary,  and  of  the  Indies  and 
the  Mines  in  this  city,  &c.,  notify  that  from  the  certificate  of  the  notary  under 
my  charge  who  wrote  this,  it  is  known  to  me  that  the  above  is  the  public  sign 
and  token;  and  that  the  above  are  the  signatures  of  the  notary,  whose  name  is 
affixed  thereunto,  and  that  I  deem  them  authentic. 

HengueUa,  October  16,  1840. 

I,  Joze  Salomao  de  Lemos  Pereira,  Notary  of  the  General,  and  of  the  Indies 
and  Mines,  who  penned  this. 

(Signed)  JOZE  NUNES  DA  COSTA. 


Eleventh  Enclosure  in  No.  262. 
(Translation.) 
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for  the  purpose  you  mention,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  learn  that  what  I 
have  done  meets  with  your  approbation.  The  American  captain,  our  friend, 
has  paid  me  the  four  Spanish  doubloons,  which,  according  to  our  present 
course  of  16,000  rees,  amounted  to  64,000  rees.  I  have  purchased  all  that 
you  will  find  specified  in  the  enclosed  invoice.  The  goods  I  send  you  come  to 
120  contos  and  4850  rees,  so  that  you  are  debited  in  the  sum  60,850  rees, 
which  I  have  charged  to  your  account  I  hope  you  will  approve  all  I  did  in 
compliance  with  your  order.  I  have  not  minded  the  high  price ;  indeed  I 
should  have  been  glad  to  pay  even  a  higher,  provided  I  could  send  you  a  good 
article. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  respective  book  and  article  to  which  I 
refer ;  and  I  have  delivered  the  copy  to  the  bearer.  This  was  written,  signed, 
compared,  and  collated  by  me  in  this  city  of  Benguella,  on  the  16th  of  October, 
1840. 

I,  Jose  Salomao  de  Lemos  Pereira,  examined  Notary,  who  penned  and  signed 
it  with  the  public  sign  and  mark. 

I,  the  Captain  Joze  Nunes  da  Costa,  Judge  Ordinary,  and  of  the  Indies  and 
the  Mines  in  this  city,  &c.,  notify,  that  in  reference  to  the  certificate  of  the 
Notary  under  my  authority,  who  wrote  this,  it  is  known  to  me  that  the  above 
are  the  public  sign,  mark,  and  signature  of  the  Notary  whose  name  is  affixed 
thereunto,  and  that  I  deem  them  authentic. 

Benguella,  Octoher  16,  1840. 

I,  Jose  Salomao  de  Lemos  Pereira,  Notary  of  the  General,  and  of  the  Indies 
and  the  Mines,  have  penned  the  above. 

(Signed)  JOZE  NUNES  DA  COSTA. 


Twelfth  Enclosure  in  No.  262. 
Lord  Leveson  to  Sir  John  Barrow. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  13,  1841. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  Viscount  Palmerston  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo, 
with  its  enclosures,  respecting  Slave  Trade  carried  on  under  the  United  States* 
and  Brazilian  flags.  And  with  reference  to  the  account  which  these  papers 
contain  of  the  proceedings  of  Lieutenant  Matson,  in  detaining  the  United 
States'  brig  ''  Tigris^'  on  a  charge  of  being  concerned  in  Slave  Trade,  I  am 
directed  by  Lord  Palmerston  to  request  you  will  observe  to  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  that  Lieutenant  Matson  ought  not  to  have 
meddled  with  the  '*  Tigris,"'  when  he  found  that  she  ^as  really  United  States' 
property. 

I  am,  &c. 

Sir  John  Barrow,  BarU  (Signed)  LEVESON. 

8fc.      Sfc.      jfc. 


No.  263. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  August  5,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  received  the  notes  addressed  to  him  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1840,  and  on  the  1st  of  March  last,  by  Mr.  Stevenson, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States, 
complaining  of  the  search  and  detention  of  the  United  Sutes'  vessel  "  Douglas,"^ 
and  of  the  ill  treatment  of  her  crew,  by  Lieutenant  Seagram,  of  Her  Majesty's 
brig  "  Termagant/*  employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa  in  suppressing  Slave 
Trade. 
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la  these  two  coinmuDications  from  Mr.  Stevenson,  it  is  stated^  that  on  the 
21st  of  October,  1839,  Lieutenant  Seagram  boarded  the  ''Douglas''  while  she 
was  pursuing  her  voyage  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  examined  the  ship's  papers 
and  the  passengers'  passports,  broke  open  the  hatches,  hauled  down  the 
American  flag,  and  seized  the  vessel  as  a  slaver;  that  he  kept  possession  of 
her  during  eight  days,  namely,  fi-om  the  2 1st  of  October,  184b,  to  the  29th  of 
the  same  month ;  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  "  Douglas"  became  ill 
from  their  exposure  to  the  sun,  and  that,  in  consequence,  three  of  them  died, 
and  the  captain  is  still  in  bad  health.  And  Mn  Stevenson  expresses  the  con- 
fident expectation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  make  prompt  reparation  for  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Sea- 
gram in  this  case,  and  will  take  efficient  means  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
such  abuses. 

The  Undersigned  has,  in  reply,  to  state  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  wish  ex- 
pressed by  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  part  of  his  Government,  a  strict  investig;a- 
tion  has,  by  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  been  made  into  the  parti- 
culars of  this  case,  and  the  result  is  as  follows : — 

Lieutenant  Seagram,  commanding  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Termagant,'^  em- 
ployed in  suppressing  the  Slave  Trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  had  been 
apprised  by  the  commanding  officer  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  on  that  coast,  of 
an  agreement  entered  into  by  that  officer  with  Commander  Paine,  of  the  United 
States'  Navy,  for  searching  and  detaining  ships  found  trading  in  slaves  under 
the  United  States'  flag ;  and  Lieutenant  Seagram  having,  on  the  21st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  met  with  the  ship  "  Douglas''  carrying  the  flag  of  the  Union,  he 
boaixled  her  and  made  inquiries  as  to  the  voyage  on  which  she  was  bound. 
Lieutenant  Seagram  was  received  on  board  the  '^Douglas''  with  great  in- 
civility, and  a  disinclination  was  shown  to  reply  to  any  questions  relating  to 
her  voyage;  but  he  ascertained  that  she  was  bound  to  the  River  Bras,  and  he 
found  on  board  of  her  seven  Spaniards,  who  were  going  to  that  river,  where 
no  trade  but  the  Slave  Trade  is  carried  on. 

Lieutenant  Seagram  requested  to  see  the  papers  of  the  "  Douglas,'^  but  the 
captain  of  the  ''Douglas'*  could  produce  no  custom-house  clearance,  and 
had  made  an  entry  on  his  log  that  on  leaving  the  Havana  he  could  not  procure 
one,  and  that  he  had  returned  to  the  harbour  to  obtain  such  a  paper,  but  had 
left  the  harbour  again  without  it.  This  circumstance  appeared  suspicious  to 
Lieutenant  Seagram  ;  and  on  examining  the  papers  produced  by  the  captain 
of  the  '*  Douglas,''  he  found  that  the  "  Dmglas"  was  consigned  to  a  well- 
known  slave-trader,  Don  Pablo  Frexas,  who  was  then  on  board  of  her,  and  to- 
whom  the  slaving  vessels  "  Asp "  and  "  Larkj'  which  had  been  recently  con* 
demned  for  Slave  Trade,  had  been  consigned. 

Lieutenant  Seagram  pressed  for  permission  to  examine  the  hold  ef  the  vesr 
sel,  and  the  consignee  gave  him  permission  to  examine  her  freight^  becawse 
he  conceived  that  it  was  protected  by  the  United  States'  flag ;  and  under  the 
same  impression  he  acknowledged  to  Lieutenant  Seagram  that  her  cargo  was 
Spanish,  and  bad  been  shipped  as  American  solely  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding: 
seizure. 

The  hatches  of  the  vessel  having  then  been  opened,  and  Lieutenant  Seagram 
having  proceeded  to  examine  her,  it  was  discovered  that  she  was  fitted  out  for 
Slave  Trade,  with  leaguers,  hoops,  and  staves,  a  slave-deck  in  planks,  and 
three  complete  slave-coppers. 

Lieutenant  Seagram  reports,  that  under  these  circumstances  he  should  have 
sent  the  **  Douglas  "  to  the  United  States  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  authorities 
of  that  country,  but  that  he  had  received  orders  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  Her  Majesty's  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  not  to  send  any  vessels  to  the 
United  States  until  he  should  have  been  informed  what  course  the  United 
States'  Government  took  as  to  the  slave-vessels  the  "  Eagle"  and  "  ClarUy" 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  United  States  by  that  commanding  officer,  with  a 
view  to  assist  the  American  GovernmMit  in  preventing  the  abuse  of  the  national 
flag  of  the  Union. 

But  Lieutenant  Seagram,  not  having  received  any  information  on  this  point 
at  the  end  of  eight  days  after  the  detention  of  the  ^  Douglas^"  thought  it  bis 
duty  then  to  release  the  "  DouglaSy'  instead  of  detaining  her  longer  or  sending 
her  to  the  United  States. 

From  the  facts  above  stated,  there  appears  little  doubt  that  if  the  "  Douglm" 
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had  been  sentto  the  United  States,  she  would  have  been  condemned  for  trad- 
ing in  slaves  under  the  flag  of  the  Union ;  and  had  she  been  tried  befote  the 
Mixed  CJommission  at  Sierra  Leone,  the  proofs  that  the  slave-trading  voyage 
on  which  she  was  engaged  was  in  fact  a  Spanish  enterprise  were  strong  enough 
to  have  warranted  her  condemnation  in  the  British  and  Spanish  Court,  ms  a 
Spanish  slaver. 

With  respect  to  the  assertion  that  three  men  died  from  the  effects  of  exposure 
to  the  sun,  in  consequence  of  the  detention  of  the  vessel,  the  Undersigned  has 
to  state,  that  it  appears  that  the  vessel  remained  on  her  own  account  in  the  African 
seas  two  months  after  her  detention  by  Lieutenant  Seagram ;  and  as  none  of  the 
men  died  until  after  those  two  months,  there  seems  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
death  of  the  two  men  in  question  was  occasioned  by  the  detention  of  the  vessel  by 
Lieutenant  Seagram. 

With  respect  to  the  statement  that  Lieutenant  Seagram  ordered  the  American 
flag  to  be  hauled  down,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  master  of  the  "  Dcfugla^* 
in  his  protest,  declares  that  he  himself,  and  not  Lieutenant  Seagram,  ordered  the 
United  States*  flag  to  be  hauled  down. 

As  to  anv  loss  of  provisions  or  stores,  it  is  stated  by  the  American  master  that 
the  English  prize-crew  brought  their  provisions  with  them  to  the  *^  Dtmglas ;" 
and  he  does  not  even  assert  that  they  consumed  any  provisions  belonging  to  the 
"  DauglaSy*  or  that  any  of  the  stores  of  that  vessel  were  lost. 

With  respect  to  the  allegation  of  the  American  master,  that  the  prize-crew  had 
secreted  one  demijohn  of  rum,  forming  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  vessel,  it  seems 
probable  that  there  is  an  error  in  that  allegation,  because  the  hatches  of  the  vessel 
were  opened  and  closed  again  in  the  presence  of  Lieutenant  Seagram,  and  no 
complaint  was  made  to  that  officer,  either  by  the  master  or  by  the  consignee,  that 
any  loss  or  damage  had  been  done  to  the  cargo  ;  indeed  the  master,  on  resuming 
<;harge  of  his  vessel,  declared  to  Lieutenant  Seagram  that  he  had  no  complaint  to 
make. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  appear  that  the  visit,  the  search,  and  tJM 
detention  of  the  "  Douglas/*  by  Lieutenant  Seagram,  took  place  under  a  full 
belief,  on  the  part  of  that  officer,  that  he  was  pursuing  a  course  which  would  be 
approved  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  in  his  conduct  towards 
-the  crew  of  the  vessel,  he  appears  scrupulously  to  have  avoided  any  act  which 
would  justly  give  cause  of  offence  to  a  friendly  Power. 

The  Undersigned  has  therefore  to  express  the  confident  hope  of  Her  Majesty's 
-Government,  that,  upon  a  consideration  of  the  whole  case,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  be  of  opinion  that,  although  the  act  of  Lieutenant  Seagram  in 
detaining  an  United  States'  slave-trading  vessel  was  in  the  abstract  irregular,  yet 
the  impression  under  which  he  did  it,  and  the  motives  which  prompted  iiim  to  do 
it,  exempt  him  from  any  just  blame. 

But  the  Undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  requesting  Mr.  Stevenson  io  draw  the 
serious  attention  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  this  case,  which 
affords  a  striking  example  of  the  manner  in  which  the  vessels  and  fl<)g  of  the 
United  States  are  employed  by  Spanish,  Portuguese,  and  Brazilian  criminals,  to 
protect  their  piratical  undertakings,  in  utter  contempt  of  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and 
in  open  defiance  of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 

ji.  Stevenson,  Esq^  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.    Sfc.    Sfc. 


No.  264. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  August  5,  1841. 
The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  received  the  Note  which  Mr.  Stevenson,  Ac., 
addressed  to  him  on  the  27th  of  February  last,  conplaining  that  the  scbeoner 
'*  /agp,"  bearing  the  United  States'  Aaf^,  and  commanded  by  Mr.  Adolphw 
Dupony,  had  been  detained  by  Her  Majeshr's  brigantine  "  Termagant;,"  Lieu- 
tenant Seagram;  and  that  the  schooner  "  Hero,*'  under  the  United  Stetes*  flag, 
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and  commanded  by  Mr.  B.  M'Connell,  had  been  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  brig 
'•LYnx/' 

Mr*  Stevenson  complains  in  the  first  place  that  injury  was  done  in  these  cases 
to  the  purposes  of  the  voyage,  and  to  the  cargo  and  stores  on  board  the  vessels 
detained ;  and  he  contends,  in  the  second  piace^  that  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers 
had  no  excuse,  and  much  less  any  justification,  for  detaining  these  vessels ;  and  he 
adds  that  it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  vessels  detained  were  equipped  for, 
or  actually  engaged  in  Slave  Traffic,  or  not. 

With  regard  to  the  allegation  of  damages  done  to  the  cargoes  of  these  vessels, 
the  Undersigned  begs  to  remind  Mr.  Stevenson  that  the  papers  which  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  Undersigned  show  that  in  the  case  of  the  *^  /ago,"  the  money 
which  was  lost  was  stolen  by  the  crew  of  the  "  lago'*  while  the  master  was  absent 
on  shore,  and  that  it  was  not  abstracted  by  the  crew  of  the  detaining  vessel ;  and 
\i  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  chronometer  and  the  watch  which  were  also  lost  on 
aboard  that  vessel,  were  taken  by  the  same  persons  who  stole  the  money. 

With  respect  to  the  damage  said  to  have  been  done  to  the  cargo  of  the  *'  Hero  " 
during  the  search  of  that  vessel,  the  Undersigned  has  requested  the  Board  of 
.Admiralty  to  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  upon  that  matter,  and  he  will  acquaint 
Mr.  Stevenson  with  the  result. 

With  regard  to  the  justification  which  the  British  officers  had  for  detaining 
these  American  vessels,  with  respect  to  the  detention  of  which  Mr.  Stevenson  says 
ithat  there  is  ^*  no  shadow  of  pretence  for  exercising,  much  less  justifying,  the 
right  of  search  or  detention  of  vessels  under  the  United  States'  flag  by  vessels  of 
Her  Majesty's  navy,"  the  Undersigned  has  to  state,  that  a  formal  agreement  was 
entered  into  on  the  Ilth  of  March,  1840,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  officer  commanding  the  vessel  sent 
4)y  the  United  States'  Government  to  suppress  the  Slave  Trade  of  the  United 
States  on  the  African  coast;  and  by  that  agreement,  those  officers,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  "  carrying  into  execution  the  orders  and  views  of  their  respective  Govern- 
ments respecting  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  requested  each  other  and 
agreed"  to  detain  all  vessels  under  the  United  States'  flag,  found  to  be  fully 
equipped  for  and  engaged  in  Slave  Trade;  and  it  was  agreed  that  such  vessels 
should  eventually  be  handed  over  to  the  United  States'  cruisers  if  proved  to  be 
United  States'  property,  and  to  British  cruisers  if  proved  to  be  Spanish,  Portu- 
guese, Brazilian,  or  English  property. 

The  Undersigned  would  therefore  submit  that  the  commanding  officers  of  Her 
Majesty's  vessels  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  when  giving  effect  to  this  agree- 
ment by  detaining  vessels  bearing  the  United  States'  flag,  and  engaged  in  Slave 
Trade,  they  were  doing  a  thing  which  would  be  disagreeable  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

With  respect  to  the  **  I^go'^  the  Undersigned  has  to  observe,  that  that  vessel 
was  fully  equipped  for  Slave  Trade ;  that  the  papers  found  on  board  ot  her  were 
of  a  suspicious  character ;  that  all  her  crew  but  two  were  Spaniards ;  and  Her 
Majesty's  Advocate-General,  to  whom  the  case  was  referred,  has  reported  it  to  be 
his  opinion  that  the  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone  would  have  been  justified  in 
proceeding  to  the  adjudication  of  the  vessel ;  and  that  if  the  case  had  been  investi- 
gated by  them,  sufficient  proof  would  have  been  affi)rded  that  the  vessel  was  in 
reality  Spanish,  and  not  American  property,  and  that,  consequently,  she  was 
liable  to  condemnation. 

The  Undersigned  trusts  that  the  foregoing  statement  will  show  that  there  is 
good  reason  for  doubting  that  any  wilful  damage  was  done  to  the  cargo  of 
either  of  the  two  vessels  in  question  by  the  crews  of  the  detaining  ships ;  and 
that,  although  indisputably  true  that  British  cruisers  have  no  right,  as  such,  to 
search  and  detain  vessels  which  are  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
even  though  such  vessels  may  evidently  be  engaged  in  Slave  Trade,  yet  in  these 
cases  the  British  naval  officers  acted  in  pursuance  of  a  special  agreement  with  a 
naval  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  they  were  therefore  justified  in  believing 
that,  instead  of  doing  anything  which  would  be  complained  of  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  they  were  furthering  the  views  and  forwarding  the 
wishes  of  that  Government. 

Such  cases,  however,  cannot  happen  again,  because  positive  orders  were  sent 
by  the  Admiralty,  in  February  last,  to  all  Her  Majesty's  crusiers  employed  for 
the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  not  again  to  detain  or  meddle  with  United 
States'  vessels  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 
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These  orders  have  been  sent  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  with  great  pain 
and  regret^  but  as  an  act  due  by  them  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  however,  cannot  bring  themselves  to  believe 
that  the  Government  of  Washington  can  seriously  and  deliberately  intend  that 
the  flag  and  vessels  of  the  Union  shall  continue  to  be,  as  they  now  are,  the 
shelter  under  which  the  malefactors  of  all  countries  perpetrate  with  impunity 
crimes  which  the  laws  of  the  Union  stigmatize  as  piracy,  and  punish  with  death. 
But  unless  the  United  Stktes'  Government  shall  consent  to  make  with  the 
other  Powers  of  Christendom,  some  agreement  of  the  nature  of  that  which 
their  naval  officer  on  the  coast  of  Africa  spontaneously  entered  into  with  the 
British  naval  commander  on  that  station,  these  abuses  will  not  only  continue  to 
exist,  but  will  increase  in  magnitude  every  day ;  and  the  end  will  be,  that  the 
Slave  Trade  will  be  carried  on  exclusively  under  the  shelter  ot  the  flag  and  by 
the  special  protection  of  the  Executive  Government  of  that  nation  whose  Le- 
gislature was  amongst  the  first  to  pronounce  the  crime  infamous,  and  to  affix 
to  it  the  severest  penalties. 

The  Undersigned,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

A.  Stevenson,  Esq. 
Sfc.        8fc. 

P.S. — I  return  to  you,  according  to  your  request,  the  original  papers  en- 
closed in  your  Note  of  the  27  th  of  February  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  "  la  go  J' 


No.  265. 
Viscount  PaJmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  5,  1841. 

I  TRANSMIT  to  you  herewith  for  your  information  copies  of  correspond- 
ence which  has  passed  between  Mr.  Stevenson  and  myself  respecting  the  ves- 
sels "  Douglas,""  ''  Heroy"  and  ''  lago,""  which,  while  bearing  the  United  States' 
flag,  were  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  cruisers,  upon  a  suspicion  that  those 
vessels  were  engaged  in  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq. 
8sc.    »;c.     Sfc. 


Enclosures  in  No.  265. 

1.  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  November  13,  1840. 

(See  Class  D.,  1840,  No.  114,  p.  93.) 

2.  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston^  February  27,  184-1. 

(See  No.  246.) 

3.  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  March  1,  1841. 

(See  No.  247.) 

4.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  August  5,  1841. 

(See  No.  263.) 

5,  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  August  5,  1841. 

(See  No.  264.) 


(Jlass  D.  2  L  ,^  t 
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No.  266.. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Fticount  PahnerHon: 

32,  Uj^r'Gromemyr-^eet^.Jbujput%  184L 
Mt  IjorD)  {Received  August  10.) 

On  my  return  to  London^  after  a  temporary  absence  of  a  few  days^  I 
found  tke  two  communications  which  your  Lordship 'did  me  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress to  me,  under  date  of  the  5th  instant^  in  answer  to  my  notes,  of  the  13th 
of  November,  the  27th  of  February,  and. the  1st  of.  March  last,  complaining,  of 
the  seizure  and  detention  of  three  American  vessels,  the  '^  Dm^glas^'  '*  I^^t* 
and  '*  Htroy'  and  the  ill  treatment  of  their  crews,  by  Her  Migesty's cruisers 
employed  on  the  African  coast  in  suppressing^  the  Slave:  Trade.  Having,  in  my 
previous  communications,  said  all  that  I  deemed  important  on  the  subject  of 
these  repeated  aggressions  upon  the  vessels  and  commerce  of. the  United  States, 
and  the  rights  of  their  flag,  I. can  have  no  inducement  at  this  time  to  trouble 
your  Lordship  with  any  further  remarks,  and  shall  therefore  content  myself 
with  transmitting  to  my  Government,  at  the  earliest  day,  copies  of  vour  Lord- 
ship's notes,  with  whom  it  will  rest  to  decide  upon  the  sufficiency  oi  the  expla- 
nations which  they  contain,  in  justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  commanders 
of  Her  Majesty's  brigs  of  war  the  **  Termagant"  and  the  "  Lynx." 

It  is  proper,  however,  that  I  should  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  to  acquaint 
your  Lordship  that  in  relation  to  the  agreement  which  it  is  alleged  was  en- 
tered into  between  the  commander  of  the  British  squadron  on  the  African  coast, 
and  the  oflScer  m  command  of  the  vessel  sent  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  suppress  the  Slave  Trade,  allowing  the  mutual  right  of  searching  and 
detaining  all  British  and  American  vessels  found  trading  in  slaves,  I  have  no 
other  information  than  that  communicated  in  your  Lordihip's  notes,  and  have 
had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  such  authority  had  been  confided  by  the  Ame- 
rican .Government  to  BXkj  ofits  naval  officers. 

I  pray  your  Lordship,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  STEVENSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston^  G.  C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc, 


No.  267. 

Viscount  Pahnerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  August  17,  184L 

Viscount  Palmerston  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  and 
with  reference  to  Mr.  Stevenson's  note  of  the  9th  instant,  has  the  honour  to 
transmit  herewith  to  Mr.  Stevenson  a  copy  of  the  agreement  entered  into  be- 
tween Captain  Tucker  of  Her  Majesty's  sloop  "  Wolverene,"  and  Lieutenant 
Paine  of  the  United  States'  ship  of  war  '^  Grampis,*'  which  was  referred  to  in 
the  notes  addressed  by  .Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  5th  inst., 
on  the  subject  of  the  detention  of  the  vessek  the  *'  Douglas^''  the  "  lago,''  and 
'*  Hero^  by  Her  Majesty's  cruisers. 

A.  Stevenson,  Esq. 
Sfc.    Sfc.    Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  267. 


Agreement  entered  into  between  Lieutenant  Tucker  and  Lieutenant  Paine, 

March  11,  1840. 

(See  Class  D,  1840,  Fifth  Enclosure  in  No.  89,  page  76.) 
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No.  S68. 
t^Uemint:Falmer^t9n  to  Mr.  Stemen^an. 

Foreign  Office,  ^gust^,  1841. 

The  UBdemgned,  &c.  &c.,  bas  the  honour  to^ai^owkage  ithe  Tcnipt 
df  the  noteirmnlMhr.  Sterenson^  &c.,  dated  the  14th  of  Aogmt,  il^40,  inrei^ 
to'thenote  of  the  Undersigfied,  dated  the  28rd'of  i^pril^  1840/on  the^sut^ect 
of  a  complaint  made  by  the  ^American  Government  againirt;  theoffioer  in  cm»- 
mand  of  Her  'Majesty's  brig  '^Grecian,"  for  having  boarded  the  oALmerioon 
merchant-ship  '' jSiK*an,*' 'when  oflF  the  light  of  Cape -Frio,  in  the  month  of 
April,  1889. 

The  Undersigned  begs  iea^e  ^to  state  to  'Mr.  ^Stevenson,  m  reply  to  th^ 
wmarks  contained  fn  hfs  last -note,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not 
pretend  'that  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers  have  any  right  to  search  Americaa 
merchantmen  met' with,  in  time  of  peace,  at  sea ;  and  if  in  some  few  cases  such 
merchantmen  have  been  searched  when  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  Slave 
Trade,  this  has  been  done  solely  because  the  firitish  officer  who  made  the 
search  'imagined  that  he  was  ^acting  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the 
United  States  Government,  in  endeavouring  to  hand  over  to  the*United  States 
tribunals  ships  and  citizens  of  the  Union  found  engaged  in  a  flagrant  violation 
of  thelcMv  of  the  -Union.  Such  things,  however, .will  not.happen^ain,  be- 
cause orders  have  been  given  which  will  prevent  their  recurrence. 

But  there  is  an  essential  and  fundamental  difference  between  searching  a 
vessel  and  examining  her  papers  to  see  whether  she  is  legally  provided  with 
documents  entitling  bsrto  the  protection  of  any  coaittiy,  and  especially  of  the 
county  whose  flag  she  may  have  hoisted  at  the  time.  For  though  by  common 
parlance^  the  word"*'flag"  is  used  to  express  the  test  of  nationality,  and  though, 
accordiogto  that  acceptation  of  the  word.  Her  Majesty's  Govemnent  admit 
that  British  cruisers  are  not  entitled  in  time  of  peace  to  search  merchant- 
vessels-sailing  imder  the  American  flag,  ye^Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not 
mean  thereby  to  say  that  a  merchantman  can  exempt  herself  from  search  by 
merely  hoisting  a  piece  of  bunting  with  the  United  States  emblems  and 
colours  jupon  it:. that  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  mean  is,  that  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  flag  exempt  a  vessel  from  search  when  that  vessel 
is  provided  with  papers  entitling  her  to  wear  that  flag,  and  proving  her  to  be 
United  States  property,,  and  navigated  according  to  law.^  But  this  fact  can- 
not be  ascertained  unless  an  officer  of  the  cruizer,  whose  duty  it  is  to  ascertain 
this  fact, -shall  board  the  vessel,  or  unless  the  master  of  the  merchantman  shall 
bring  his  papers  on  board  the  cruizer;  and  this  examination  of  the  papers  of 
merchantmen  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  Slave  IVade,  even  though  they 
may  hoist  an  United  States  flag,  is  a  proceeding  which  it  is  absohitely  neces- 
sary that  British  cniizers  employed  in  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Tmde 
should  continue  to  practise,  and  to  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  fully 
persuaded  that  the  United  States  Government  cannot,  upon  consideration, 
object.  Because,  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  a  contrary  practice? 
What  would  be  the  consequence  if  a  vessel  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade  could 
:{Mrotect  herself  from  search  by  merely  hoisting  an  United  States  flag  ?  Why, 
It  is  plain  that  in  such  case  every  slave-trading  pirate,  whether  Spanish,  Por- 
tuguese, or  Brazilian,  or  English,  or  French,  or  of  whatever  nation  he  might 
he,  would  immediately  sail  under  the  colours  of  the  ^United  States;  every 
criminal  could  do  that,  though  he  could  not  procure  genuine  American 
.papers ;  and  thus  all  the  treaties  concluded  among  the  Christian  Powers  for 
the  suppression  of  Slave  Trade  would  be  rendered  a  dead  letter ;  even  the 
laws  of  England  might  be  set  at  defiance  by  her  own  subjects,  and  the  slave 
traders  would  be  invested  with  complete  impunity.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  persuaded  that  the  United  States  Government  cannot  maintain  a 
doclrinetwhich  would  neeessarily  lead  to  such  monstrous  consequences ;  but 
the  Undersigned  is  bound  in  duty  frankly*  to  declare  to  Mr.*  Stevenson  that  to 
jauoh  a  doctrine  the  British  Government  never  could  or  would  subscribe.  The 
xsruiaers  employed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  suppression  of  Slave 
fTrade  must^ascertain,  by  infection  of  papers,  the  nationality  of  vessels  met 
with  by  them  under' circumstances  which  justify  a -suspicion  that  such  vessels 
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are  engaged  in  Slave  Trade,  in  order  that  if  such  vessels  are  found  to  belong 
to  a  country  which  has  conceded  to  Great  Britain  the  mutual  right  of  search, 
they  may  be  searched  accordingly,  and  that  if  they  be  found  to  belong  to  a 
country  which,  like  the  United  States,  has  not  conceded  that  mutual  right, 
they  may  be  allowed  to  pass  on,  free  and  unexamined,  to  consummate  their 
intended  iniquity.  Her  Majesty's  Government  feel  convinced  that  the  United 
States'  Government  will  see  the  necessity  of  this  course  of  proceeding.  But 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  fain  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  cease  to  confound  two  things 
which  are  in  their  nature  entirely  different,  will  look  to  things  and  not  to  words, 
and  perceiving  the  wide  and  entire  distinction  between  that  right  of  search 
which  has  heretofore  been  a  subject  of  discussion  between  the  two  countries^ 
and  that  right  of  search  which  almost  all  other  Christian  nations  have  mutually 
given  each  other  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  will  join  the  Christian 
league,  and  will  no  longer  permit  the  ships  and  subjects  of  the  Union  to  be 
engaged  in  undertakings  which  the  law  of  the  Union  punishes  as  piracy. 

The  Undersigned,  &c., 

A.  Stevenson,  Esq.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        8fc. 


No.  269. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  August  27,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.  has  had  under  his  consideration  the  note  which 
Mr.  Stevenson,  &c.  did  him  the  honour  to  address  to  him  under  date  of  the 
15th  May,  1840,  complaining  of  the  detention  of  a  brig  under  American 
colours  called  the  "ilfary"  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Forester." 

In  this  note  Mr.  Stevenson,  assuming  the  information  furnished  to  the 
United  States'  Government  by  Mr.  Trist,  their  Consul  at  the  Havana,  to  be 
complete  and  correct,  prefers  a  claim  for  indemnity  to  the  owners  of  the 
'*  MaryT  and  asks  for  the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  commander  of  the 
*'  Forester  "  and  those  concerned  in  the  proceedings  taken  by  that  oflBcer  against 
the  '*  Mary  f  proceedings  which,  in  Mr.  Stevenson's  opinion,  seem  to  want 
nothing  to  give  them  the  character  of  a  most  flagrant  and  daring  outrage,  and 
very  little,  if  anything,  to  sink  them  into  an  act  of  open  and  direct  piracy. 

The  Undersigned  has  now  the  honour  to  inform  Mr.  Stevenson  that  the  more 
particular  information  which  has  been  furnished  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
as  to  this  vessel,  places  the  question  in  a  very  different  light  from  that  in  which 
it  has  been  presented  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Under- 
signed trusts  that  the  following  statement  will  satisfy  Mr.  Stevenson  that 
although  the  vessel  herself,  being  ill-built,  might  not  have  been  intended 
actually  to  convey  negroes  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  yet  she  was  in  reality  the 
property  of  a  Spanish  slave- dealer,  and  was  employed  by  him  for  the  purposes 
of  Slave  Trade. 

The  papers  found  on  board  this  vessel  by  the  commander  of  the  "  Forester" 
showed  that  on  the  24th  January,  1839,  a  bill  of  sale  was  prepared  at  the 
Havana  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Smith,  the  Vice-Consul  of  the  United  States  at  that  port, 
setting  forth  that  a  permanent  American  register.  No.  48,  had  been  granted  to 
the  brig  '' Marj/,'  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  17th  June,  1837,  and  that  the  brig 
was  at  that  time  owned  by  Joseph  J.  Snowden  of  Philadelphia,  and  was  com- 
manded by  J,  H.  Haven.  Joseph  J.  Snowden,  the  original  owner,  then  gave  a 
?ower  of  attorney  and  substitution  to  Charles  Snowden,  who  again  nominated 
^edro  Manegat,  the  notorious  slave  dealer,  but  who  was  described  in  that  docu- 
ment merely  as  a  merchant  at  the  Havana,  to  sell  and  transfer  the  "  JMary." 

Eight  days  afterwards  Pedro  Manegat  professedly  sold  the  "ilfary"  to  a  per- 
son named  Pedro  Sabate  of  New  Orleans,  who  on  the  2nd  May  appointed  tfs 
her  master  Charles  Snowden,  the  same  person'  who  three  months  before  had 
named  Pedro  Manegat  as  his  agent  to  sell  the  ^' Mury,'  and  on'  the  18th  June 
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Pedro  Sabate   replaced   SDowden  by  appointing  David  Tomlinson  to  the 
command. 

This  Pedro  Manegat,  the  pretended  seller,  bnt  real  purchaser  of  the  **  Mary  I' 
is  the  same  individual  who  in  like  manner  owned  the  following  nominally 
American  vessels,  namely,  the  ^*  Hyperion,''  which  left  the  Havana  in  December, 
1838,  as  an  American  vessel,  and  was  afterwards  condemned  as  the  Spanish 
schooner  *^ Isabel;''  the  schooner  *^ Hayard,'  which  was  detained,  and  errone- 
ously released  in  February,  1839,  under  circumstances  similar  to  those  which 
mark  the  case  of  the  ^'  Mary ;"  and  the  *'  Octavia,''  also  condemned  as  Spanish 

Sroperty,  which  last-named  vessel  Pedro  Manegat  had  only  employed  as  he 
id  the  "  Mary/'  namely,  to  carry  goods  for  the  purchase  of  slaves  to  agents  on 
the  coast. 

The  Spanish  master  Tomas  Escheverria,  and  a  Spanish  crew,  were  shipped 
on  board  the  '*  Mary'*  as  passengers ;  among  them  were  several  individuals 
who  were  recognised  as  having  been  formerly  captured  in  slave  vessels— Esche- 
verria himself  having  been  master  of  the  Spanish  schooner  "  Norma'  when  that 
vessel  was  captured  with  234  slaves  on  board. 

The  ship's  articles  set  forth  that  the  crew  were  engaged  to  navigate  the 
''Mary''  from  the  Port  of  Havana  to  the  GaUinas,  or  wherever  else  the  master 
may  direct. 

In  two  of  the  three  papers  which  the  master,  David  Tomliiuon,  produced  to 
prove  his  American  citizenship,  he  is  styled  Pilo  B.  Tomlimertz,  and  in  the 
third  P.  JB.  Tomlinson,  while  in  the  log  enclosed  in  Mr,  Stevenson's  note  he 
is  called  Captain  Thomason. 

The  clearance  and  bills  of  lading  showed  that  the  owners  of  the  cargo  were 
Blanco  and  Carvallo,  Pedro  Martinez  and  Company,  Pedro  Manegat,  and 
Tomas  Escheverria  (the  Spanish  captain),  all  well-known  slave  traders ;  and 
the  consignees  Tomas  Rodriguez  Buron,  Ignacio  P.  Rolo,  and  Theodore 
Canot  of  the  Gallinas,  long  and  well  known  to  the  naval  officers  employed  in 
suppressing  the  Slave  Trade  on  the  coast,  as  factors  for  the  purchase  and  ship- 
ment of  slaves. 

Thus  the  papers  produced  to  the  captain  of  the  '*  Forester  "  by  Tomlinson 
were  of  themselves  sufficient  to  show  that  this  was  one  of  the  then  frequent  cases 
in  which  the  flag  of  the  United  States  had  been  fraudulently  assumed,  and  all 
doubt  was  removed  as  to  the  real  character  of  the  undertaking  in  which  the 
vessel  was  employed,  when  on  further  search  there  were  found  on  board  of  her 
some  slave  coppers,  two  bags  of  shackles,  large  water  leaguers,  and  a  slave 
deck,  the  latter  being  noted  as  shipped  under  the  denomination  of  500  feet  of 
lumber. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Undersigned  is  of  opinion  that  the  commander 
of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Forester"  was  fully  justified  in  considering  the  *'  Mary' 
to  be  a  Spanish  vessel,  and  consequently  in  taking  her  before  the  British  and 
Spanish  Court ;  and  accordingly  when  the  British  Commissioners  reported  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  Judges  had  refused  to  allow  the  *' Mary'' 
to  be  libelled  in  that  Court,  under  the  impression  that  the  mere  fact  of  her 
having  the  American  flag, hoisted  should  have  protected  her  from  visitation  and 
search  by  a  British  cruiser,  the  British  Commissioners  were  told  that  there  was 
in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  reason  to  suppose  that  the  ^'  Mary" 
was  a  Spanish,  and  not  an  American  vessel,  and  that  the  Judges  ought  there- 
fore to  have  allowed  her  to  be  libelled  in  the  British  and  Spanish  Court ;  for 
that  although  '*  British  ships-of-war  are  not  authorized  to  visit  and  search  Ame- 
rican vessels  on  the  high  seas,  yet  if  a  vessel  which  there  is  good  reason  to 
suppose  is  in  reality  Spanish  property,  is  captured  and  brougjht  into  a  port  in 
which  a  Mixed  British  and  Spanish  Court  is  sitting,  the  Commissioners  may 
properly  investigate  the  case,  and  upon  sufl&cient  proof  being  adduced  of  tl\e 
Spanish  character  of  the  vessel,  and  of  her  having  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
the  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave 
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Tfae  Undersigned  begs  to  rettnm-to  MT/SteTeD86n'<iie>log^kept^by*J«faQ 
Hutton  while  acting  as  mate  on  board  the  ''  Mary,''  and  avails  himself^ofcc. 

(fflgne4)  l^ALTVfEKSTON. 

^.  Stevwson,  JSkq-, 


No,  270. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  •  Gffiee,  AHgwt  31, 1841. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  .5th  instant,  relative  to  the  search 
of  vessels  under  the  American  flag  by  Her  Msyesty's  cruisers,  I  herewith  traosinit 
to  you  the  accompanying  copies  of  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  in  this  country  and  myself,  relative  to  the  case  of 
the  ^^  Susan,''  which  vessel  was  boarded  and  examined  by  Her  Majesty's ^p 
"  Grecian/' 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  &  Vox,  M^.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

8fc.    Sfc.    .8fc. 


Enclosures  in  No.  270. 

1.  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Fahnersim,  Aitgust  %^^  1839. 

(See  No.  237.) 

2.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  September  9,  1B39. 

(See  No.  238.) 

3.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  April  23,  1840. 

(See  No.  239.) 

4.  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  August  14,  1840. 

(SeeNo.  24L) 

.5.  Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  August  27,  1841. 

(See  No.  268.) 


No.  271. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Foco. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  August  '30, 1841. 

With  reference  to  my  other  despatch  of  this  day's  date  about  the  Amen- 
can  vessel  **  Susan,"  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  yoiir  information,  copies  of 
correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  in 
this  country  and  myself,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  *^  Mart/,"  detaified  nfi^ 
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E]icloM0DesiDN6.271. 

1.  Mr.  Stevenson  ioPhcaunt  Palmerstdn,  May  15,  1840; 

(See  Na  240.) 

2.  Vtsetmnt  PalmerBt^to  Mn  St&oetm^ni  August  27 ^  1841. 

(See  No.  269:) 

No.  272; 

Mn  Stevenson  to  the  Earl  of  Aberde^u 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  September  10,  184L 
(Received  September  11.) 

The  Undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
fr(»n  the  United  States,  has  the  honour  to  acquaint  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  that  he  has  had  the  honour 
to  receive  the  two  communications  addressed  to  him  by  Lord  Viscount  Palmer- 
ston.  Her  Majesty's  late  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  under 
date  of  the  30th  ultimo^  upon  the  subject  of  the  improper  and  harassing  conduct 
of  British  cruisers  towards  the  vessels  and  flag  of  the  United  States  in  the  African 
seas.  In  communicating  the  decbion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  upon  the 
claims  submitted  to  its  consideration,  it  would  have  given  the  Undersigned  great 
satisfaction  to  have  represented  that  decision  as  one  calculated  to  do  justice  to  the 
individual  claimants,  and  in  accordance  with  the  just  rights  and  interests  of  his 
country.  He  had  indulged  a  confident  hope  that  the  complaints  which  had  been 
made  upon  ^  the  subject  would  have  been  followed  not  only  by  suitable  atonement 
and  reparation,  but  an  immediate  abandonment  of  the  system  of  wrong  and 
violence,  to  which  the  vessels  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  had  been  so 
long  exposed,  by  the  misconduct  of  the  British  cruisers  in  the  African  seas. 

TTiis  course  he  had  expected,  not  less  from  the  justice  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment^ than  the  friendly  relations  subsisting  between  the  two  countnes^  It  is, 
therefore,  with  painful  surprise  and  regret,  that  the  Undersigned  now  learns  from 
Lord  Palmerston's  communications,  that  these  proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's 
cruisers  have  not  only  been  approved  and  justified,  and  the  injuries  which  ensued 
to  remain  unredressed,  but  that  a  right  is  now  asserted  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment over  the  vessels  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  involving  high  questions  of 
national  honour  and  interest,  of  public  law,  and  individual  rights.  Having  here* 
tofore>  in  his  correspondence  with  Lord  Palmerston,  discussed  the  merits  of  these 
claims,  and  the  principles  involved  in  them,  and  presented  the  views  and  expec- 
tations of  his  Government  upon  the  subject,  the  Undersigned  does  not  feel  it 
incumbent  on  him  at  this  time  to  open  again  the  general  discussion,  or  recapitulate 
the  particular  circumstances,  by  which  these  cases:  might  justly  claim  to  be  dis- 
tinguished* Referrinfi^  Lord  Aberdeen  to  the  previous  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place,,  the  Undersigned  will  refrain  from  the  further  discussion  of  the  indi^ 
vidual  cases,  and  content  himself  with  a  brief  examination  of  those  parts  of  Lord 
Palmerston's  Note  in  which  a  power  is  for  the  first  time  distinctly  asserted  by  Her 
Mf^csty's  Government  over  the  vessels  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of 
peace,  on  the  high  seas.  In  order  to^iscertain  the  precise  nature  and  character 
of  this  Dew  and  extraordinary  power,  it  may  be  proper  to  quote  those  parts  of  his 
Lordship*s  communication  in  which  it  is  asserted.  They  are  in  the  tbllowing 
words  i-r— '*  The  Undersigned  begs  leave  to  state  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  reply  to 
the  remarks  contained  in  his  last  note,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not 
pretend  that  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers  have  any  right  to  search  American  mer- 
chantmen met  with  in  time  of  peace  at  sea.  But  there  is  an  essential  and  funda- 
mental difference  between  searching  a  vessel  and  examining  her  papers  to  see 
whether  she  is  legally  provided  with  documents  entitling  her  to  the  protection  of 
any  country^  and  especisdly  of  the  country  whose  flag  she  may  have  hoisted  at  the 
time.  For  though,  by  common  parlance,  the  word  *  flag '  is  used  to  express  the 
test  of  nationality,  and  though,  according  to  that  acceptation  of  the  word.  Her 
M^eaty's  Grovernment  admit  that  British  cruisers  are  not  entitled  in  time  of  peace 
to  search  merchant;  vessels  sailing  under  the  American  flag,  yet  Her  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  mean  thereby  to  say,  that  a  merchantman  can  exempt  herself 
from  search  by  merely  hoisting  a  piece  of  bunting  with  the  United  States'  emblem 
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and  colours  upon  it  That  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  mean  is,  that  the 
rights  of  the  United  States'  flag  exempt  a  vessel  from  search  when  that  vessel  is 
provided  with  papers  entitling  her  to  wear  that  flag,  and  proving  her  to  be  United 
States'  property,  and  navigated  according  to  law."  And  again, — '*  The  cruisers 
employed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade 
must  ascertain  by  inspection  of  the  papers  the  nationality  of  vessels  met  with  by 
them  under  circumstances  which  justify  a  suspicion  that  such  vessels  are  engaged 
in  Slave  Trade,  in  order  that,  if  such  vessels  are  found  to  belong  to  a  country 
which  has  conceded  to  Great  Britain  the  mutual  right  of  search,  they  may  be 
searched  accordingly ;  and  that  if  they  be  found  to  belong  to  a  country  which^ 
like  the  United  States,  has  not  conceded  that  mutual  right,  they  may  be  allowed 
to  pass  on  free  and  unexamined,  to  consummate  their  intended  ini(^uity/' 

Here  we  have  the  direct  assertion  of  a  right  on  the  part  of  British  cruisers  to 
board  and  detain  all  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  whether 
American  or  not,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  by  an  examination  of  their 
papers,  their  national  character,  and  deciding  whether  they  are  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  flag  of  the  country  under  which  they  sail.  Now,  it  is  proper 
to  remark,  that  the  attempt  which  his  Lordship  makes  to  distinguish  between 
the  right  of  search  (which,  however,  he  disclaims)  and  that  which  he  asserts,  is 
wholly  fictitious.  They  are  essentially  the  same,  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  pre- 
sent discussion ;  indeed  the  right  to  board,  detain,  and  decide  upon  the  national 
character  of  vessels  navigating  the  ocean  in  time  of  peace,  may  justly  be  regarded 
as  more  odious  and  insulting,  and  giving  place  to  wider  and  more  important 
injuries,  than  the  right  of  search,  which  is  purely  a  belligerent  right,  and  cannot 
be  enforced  in  time  of  peace.  If  the  distinction,  however,  was  admitted  to  be  a 
sound  one,  yet  nothing  would  be  gained  in  support  of  the  right  which  Lord 
Palmerston  claims  for  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  inquiry  must  still  arise, 
whether  a  power  even  of  visitation  or  detention  can  be  rightfully  and  lawfully 
exercised  by  one  nation  over  the  ships  of  another,  in  time  of  peace,  upon  the 
high  seas.     That  it  cannot,  the  Undersigned  will  now  proceed  briefly  to  show. 

And  flrst,  as  to  the  principles  of  public  law,  and  the  usage  of  nations.  By 
these  it  is  expressly  declared,  that  the  vessels  of  all  nations  in  time  of  peace, 
navigating  the  ocean,  shall  be  exempt  from  every  species  and  purpose  of  interrup- 
tion and  detention,  unless  engaged  in  some  traffic  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations^ 
or  expressly  provided  for  by  treaty  or  compact.  Although  puracy  is  admitted  to 
be  an  oQence  against  the  public  law,  and  therefore  punishable  in  every  country, 
and  by  every  nation,  no  matter  where  committed,  it  must  yet  be  borne  in  mind^ 
that  all  piracies  are  still  not  ofiences  against  the  law  of  nations.  Piracy,  there- 
fore, by  the  international  law,  and  that  which  may  be  made  so  by  the  municipal 
laws  of  particular  States,  are  essentially  of  a  diflferent  character,  and  to  be  treated 
accordingly.  Hence  it  is,  that  offences  declared  to  be  piracy  by  the  municipal 
laws  of  any  State  can  only  be  tried  and  punished  by  the  country  within  whose 
jurisdiction,  or  on  board  of  whose  ships,  on  the  ocean,  the  offence  may  have  been 
committed.  Now,  Slave  Trade  is  not  cognizable  under  the  laws  of  nations. 
Although  prohibited  by  most  nations,  and  declared  to  be  piracy  by  their  laws, 
and  especially  by  the  statutes  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  it  is  yet 
not  an  offence  against  the  public  law ;  and  its  interdiction  cannot  be  enforced 
by  the  ordinary  right  of  visitation,  detention,  or  search,  in  the  manner  that  it  might 
be  if  it  was  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations.  That  this  is  the  acknowledged  doctrine 
of  international  law  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  doubted.  It  is  so  expressly  declared 
by  all  writers  upon  the  law  of  nations,  and  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  British 
Gk)vernmefit,  through  its  highest  judicial  tribunals.  Her  annals  are  full  of  in- 
struction on  the  subject.  The  following  is  the  language  held  by  one  of  its 
most  distinguished  jurists: — "  We  are  disposed  to  go  as  far  in  discounte- 
nancing this  odious  traffic  as  the  law  of  nations  and  the  principles  recognised 
by  English  tribunals  will  allow  us  in  doing;  but  beyond  these  principles 
we  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  travel.  Formal  declarations  have  been  made,  and 
laws  enacted,  in  reprobation  of  this  practice ;  and  plans  ably  and  zealously 
conducted  have  been  taken  to  induce  other  countries  to  follow  our  example, 
but  at  present  with  insufficient  effect;  for  there  are  nations  which  adhere  to 
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damages/'  Again> ''  It  would  be,  indeed,  a  most  extravagant  assumption  in 
any  court  of  the  law  of  nations  to  pronounce  that  this  practice,  the  tolerated, 
the  approved,  the  encouraged  object  of  law  ever  since  man  became  subject  to 
law,  was  prohibited  by  that  law,  and  was  legally  criminal.''  Does  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  now  mean  to  contend,  that  the  Slave  Trade  is  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  lawful  to  all  Governments  who 
have  not  forbidden  it,  and  consequently  no  right  given  to  any  one  nation  over  the 
slave  ships  of  another  in  time  of  peace,  independent  of  express  treaty  stipulations, 
by  which  the  extent  of  the  power  to  be  exercised  must  be  regulated.  The  right, 
then,  which  Lord  Palmerston  asserts,  derives  no  support  from  the  principles 
of  the  public  law,  but  is  left  to  stand  upon  the  grounds  of  expediency  and  ne- 
cessity, as  the  only  means  of  executing  the  existing  treaties  for  the  suppression  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  and  without  which  his  Lordship  asserts  they  would  become  a 
dead  letter!  Whether  this  be  so  or  not,  the  Undersigned  has  no  means  of 
judging,  and  deems  it,  therefore,  unnecessary  either  to  admit  or  deny  it.  The 
question,  then,  is  not  whether  the  power  asserted  might  be  necessary  or  expe- 
dient, but  whether  any  such  power  exists.  It  is  incumbent,  then,  upon  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  show  upon  what  principle  of  justice  and  right  it 
claims  the  power  of  deciding  upon  the  right  of  an  independent  nation  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  this  too  for  the  purpose  of  executing 
treaties  to  which  such  nation  is  not  a  party,  and  consequently  not  bound. 
The  signal  error  of  Lord  Palmerston  is  in  assuming  the  necessity  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  power,  as  proof  of  its  existence !  Was  such  a  power  ever 
before  asserted  in  the  manner,  or  to  the  extent,  which  is  now  done  ?  On  the 
contrary,  has  not  the  right  of  visitation  and  search  been  always  regarded  as 
exclusively  one  of  a  belligerent  character  ?  In  proof  of  this,  the  Undersigned 
need  only  refer  Lord  Aberdeen  to  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  herself  on  the 
subject.  "  I  can  find  no  authority  (says  the  late  Sir  William  Scott)  that  gives 
the  right  of  interruption  to  the  navigation  of  states  upon  the  high  seas,  except 
that  which  the  right  of  war  gives  to  belligerents  against  neutrals.  No  nation 
can  exercise  a  right  of  visitation  and  search  upon  the  common  and  unappro- 
priated parts  of  the  ocean,  except  upon  the  belligerent  claim."  And  again, — 
*'  No  nation  has  the  right  to  force  their  way  for  the  liberation  of  Africa  by 
trampling  upon  the  independence  of  other  states,  on  the  pretence  of  an  eminent 
good,  by  means  that  are  unlawful,  or  to  press  forward  to  a  great  principle  by 
breaking  through  other  great  principles  which  stand  in  their  way."  Now  of 
all  the  principles  ever  attempted  to  be  established  in  the  past  history  of  the 
dominion  of  the  sea,  few  probably  could  be  selected  of  more  offensive  and 
objectionable  character  than  those  asserted  in  Lord  Palmerston's  note.  In- 
deed it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  his  Lordship,  or  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
could  seriously  expect  that  any  independent  nation  could  for  a  moment  ac- 
quiesce in  doctrines  involving  the  extravagant  supposition  of  yielding  to  another 
tne  right  of  determining  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  it  should 
navigate  the  ocean  in  a  time  of  general  and  profound  peace.  Such  a  power 
once  submitted  to,  and  there  would  be  no  species  of  national  degradation  to 
which  it  might  not  lead.  That  such  would  be  the  consequences,  the  Under- 
signed feels  himself  at  liberty  to  suppose. 

But  if  it  were  admitted,  for  the  purpose  of  illustration,  that  such  a  right  was 
even  doubtful,  still  the  United  States,  as  well  as  other  commercial  nations, 
would  be  bound  to  demand  its  discontinuance,  if  attempted  to  be  exercised  in 
the  manner  indicated  in  Lord  Palmerston's  note.  Under  what  restrictions  and 
limitations  could  such  a  power 'be  enforced  ?  What  competent  tribunal  would 
there  be  to  determine  on  the  degree  of  suspicion  which  is  to  justify  the  board- 
ing and  detention,  and  the  right  of  determining  the  national  character  of  all 
vessels  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  ?  Would  it  not  make  every  sub- 
ordinate commander  of  a  British  cruiser  the  exclusive  judge,  and  not  only  lead 
to  angry  and  exciting  irritations  upon  the  ocean,  but  to  painful  discussions  be- 
tween the  two  Governments?  What  security  would  American  merchantmen 
have  against  decisions  made  without  evidence,  or  where  all  the  rules  of  evi- 
dence might  be  violated  with  impunity  ?  Would  it  not,  from  its  very  nature, 
be  a  power  the  exercise  of  which,  in  whatever  form  it  might  be  guarded,  could 
admit  of  no  just  limitation  ?  The  answer  to  these  questions  will  best  show 
how  inconsistent  with  the  peace  of  Great  Britain  and  the  rights  of  other  states, 
the  exercise  of  |ny  such  power  would  be  attended. 
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But  it  is  uimecessary  to  pi^ess  this  view  of  the  subject  further  upon  Lovd 
Aberdeen's  attention.  The  objection  is  one  of  principle,  and  not  of  expediency 9. 
and  is  therefore  wholly  incapable  of  being  overcome  by  the  manner  or  discre- 
tion in  which  tbe  power  might  be  exercised,  or  the  limitations  thrown  around 
it  However  softened  in  terms,  or  restricted,  it  must  still  be  r^parded  as  im* 
posing  restrictions  upon  the  lawful  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  and.aa  iniuv- 
vation  upon  the  liberty  of  the  seas ;  a  power  which  no  independent  state  could 
submit  to  without  surrendering  its  independence  and  sovereignty,  and  disre* 
garding  the  high  obligations  of  duty  which  it  owes  to  itself  and  the  otha 
nations  of  the  world. 

Nor  is  there  any  force  in  the  fact  alleged  by  Lord  Palmerstoji^  and  upon 
which  great  reliance  is  placed,  that  the  flag  of  the  Union  is  grossly 
abused  by  other  nations,  as  a  cover  to  their  slave  traffic.  To  what  extent  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  may  have  been  used  for  this  purpose,  the  Unda> 
signed  and  his  Government  have  no  means  of  judging.  That  it  has  been 
grossly  abused,  there  is  too  much,  reason  to  believe  and  deplore.  But  what 
ever  this  abuse  may  have  been,  it  can  have  no  just  influence  either  to  strengthen 
or  weaken  tfie  right  asserted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

In  relation  to  the  conduct  of  other  nations  who  seek  to  cover  their  infamous 
traffic  by  the  fraudulent  use  of  the  American  flag,  the.  Government  of  the 
United  States  cannot  be  held  responsible;  £t  has  taken,  the  stkps  which  it 
deemed  best  to  protect  its  flag  as  well  as  its  character  from  abune;  and  will 
fdllbw  it  up  by  such  other  measures  as  may  appear  to  be  called  for. 

The  Government  of  the  United*  States  are  not  insensible  to  the  force  of  Aft 
considerations  which  bdongto  tiie  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade,  non  have  th^ 
fjiiled  to  manifest  their  sensibility  to  whatever  concerns  its  aj^olitioD*  Nothuag 
isfiirtherflrom  the  wish  of  the  American  Governmeantthau  a  desire  to  increawt: 
the  difflcnlties  or  thnow  obstacles  in  tihe  way  of  the  execution  ofr  the  extstini^ 
treaties  for  its  flrnal  exttnctioni  This  tiie  Undersigned  has,  upoa  more  thaiD 
one  occasion,  had  the  honour  of  aiming  Her  Majesty's  Government;  and  takes 
leave  DOW  to  repeat  to  Liord  Abendeem  AnxionS)  however,  as  the  GovenK 
ment  of!  the  United  Stat»  are  to  promote  the  vdews  of  Her  Majesty's  Govmsr 
ment  on  this  subject;  itt  csmnot  consent  to  do  9a  by  sacrificing  the  rights  of  its 
citizens  or  the  honour  of  itft  flag. 

fier  Majesty's  Government  camxot  be  insensible  ofj  the  importance  and  value 
of  guarding  the  rights*  of  neutrality  fbom  every,  species  ofviolatioiii  This  duty 
belbngs  especially,  to  gnsatand  powerfol  nations,  such,  as  Great  Britftin  and  the 
United  States^  not  only  as  &e  best  mesuB  of  pneserving' peace,  but  giving  seen- 
rity  to  weaker  communities'  under  Hoe  shadow  of  impaptbl  jnstioe.  Anioii|^ 
neutral  nations  there  is  fHTobably  not  one  more  de^y  intessested  than  thie 
United'  StatM.  Their  attitude  is  tliad:  of  a)  neutral  and^  peaceful  power^  The 
consistent  and  perserering  policy  of  their  Government  has  been  displayed  iftr 
defence  of  the  rights:  of  neutktdifcsr  and  the  liberty  of  the  soA.  Desivous  to 
manifest  cordial  good  will  in  sdl  nations^  and'  maintain  with^eMdi^  not  only  mr- 
lations^  of  the  most  perfect  amify,,  but  thsise  of  a  eoramerciaL  cbinna€ter,.i]peiir 
the  basis  of  a«  fair,  equid;  and  jai^  reciprocity^  the  United.  States  will  cantmua; 
to  give  to  their  system  of  policy  a  sinceoe  and  steady  adhernMnL  Upon  this, 
basis  the  relations  between.  Great  Brttatn  and  the  United;  States^  aaweUaSr  all 
other  nations,  cair  done  be  expected,  to  continue.  The  Undersigiml^  theuK 
fore,  is  haj^  to  seein  tfa^e  relations^  as  well  as  the  justicse  of  Her  Majesty's^ 
Gon^mment  and  Ae  firmness  of  his  own>  the  bast  reason  tor  espeet^  noik  only 
an  abandonment  of  tite  power  wJiich  is  now  asserted' with  the  whole  systesi  <i{ 
vexatious  interruption  and  sttmeilkurar  to  whieb  the  vessels  and' oommence  of 
the  United'  States  have  been  sobji^ted;  but  the  future  relations  of  the  two 
countries  placed  upon  tiie  solid*  foundadiim  of  nmtual  interest  and  comity^  uid 
a  more  enlarged  and  liberal  policy. 

These  are  the  views  which  the  Undersigned  has  deemed  it  his  duty  to  sabK 
mit  to  Lord  Aberdeen's  consideratioit  up<m  the  doctrines  contained  in  Lord' 
Palmerston's  note,  so  new  and  alarming  to  national  sovereignty  andsen^bilit]^, 
and  the  frierrdlv  relations  of  the  two  countries*    He  has  mresented  them  widi^ 
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sBSke  inootiHisGkeift  ^mtii  the  |)riiiciples  lOf  poUic  law,  yfith  the  rights  anA 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  :aDd  witii  thst  seDse  of  ^tioe  and  right  wbiofa 
tielongs  to  tthe  British  nation* 

The  UndefTBigBed,  &cc 

(Signed)  A.  STEVENSON. 

ilU  Maeellency  the  Earl  &f  Aberdeen, 
Sfc.  Bfc.  8fc. 


No.  273. 
The  Earl  (^Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  October  13,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c-,  has  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  note  oF  Mr. 
Stevenson^  &c.,  dated  on  the  10th  of  September,  in  continuation  of  a  corre- 
spondence with  the  predecessor  of  the  Undersigned  in  this  office ;  and  rdating 
to  the  visitation  of  vessels  bearing  the  .American  ilag^  and  suspected  of  being 
engaged  in  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

If  the  UnderKigned  feels  it  necessary  to  offer  some  remarks  upon  the  note 
of  Mr.  Stevenson,  he  is  desirous  of  doing  so  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to 
insure  a  candid  and  impartial  consideration;  for  he  would  deeply  regret  that 
any  harshness  or  asperity  of  expression  should  aggravate  the  difficulties  of  a 
subject  which  is,  at  all  times,  but  too  liable  to  produce  excitement  and  irrita- 
tion. The  Undersigned  is  aware  of  the  susceptibility  of  national  feeling,  in  all 
4hat  affects  national  honour ;  and  he  requests  Mi^  Stevenson  to  believe  that  it 
is  with  the  most  unfeigned  respect  for  the  rights,  honour,  and  independence  of 
the  United  Stat^  that  he  now  ^proceeds  to  address  him. 

The  Undersigned  will  forbear  from  entering  into  any  particulars  of  the 
.  Tisitation  of  the  vessels  which  has  formed  the  principal  matter  of  Mr.  Steven- 
4B;oa's  con^laint  to  Her  Msyesty's  Government,  and  which  has  been  fully  dis- 
x^nssed  in  Ins  correspondence  with  the  predecessor  of  the  Undersigned.  That 
proceeding  may  have  been  justifiable  or  otherwise;  and  the  undersigned  will 
be  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  enter  with  Mr.  Stevenson  into  the  details  of  the 
question ;  but  his  present  olyect  is  of  a  more  general  nature.  He  is  desirous  of 
j^acing,  very  briefly^  before  Mr.  Stevenson  the  consequences  of  those  principles 
which  he  has  laid  down  ;  and  to  a|f)eal  to  his  candour,  the  Undersigned  had 
almost  said  to  the  dictates  of  plain  s&asi^^  in  order  to  reject  such  a  conclusion 
as  that  whidi  must  necessarily  flow  irona  the  arguments  contained  in  Mn  Ste- 
venson^s  note. 

Mr.  Stevenson  claims  for  the  American  .flag  an  absolute  exemption  from  all 
interference ;  and  utterly  denies  the  right  of  the  Bnti^  Government,  undei'  any 
oircomstances  whatever,  to  visit  in  time  of  peace  .merchant- vessels  bearing  the 
flag  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Stevenson  quotes  the  opinion  delivered  by  Lord  StoweU  upon  this  sub- 
ject ;  who  declares,  that  in  order  to  extirpate  this  odious  traffic,  it  would  not  be 
lawful  to  capture  vessels,  even  if  tl^ey  had  slaves  on  board;  and  also,  that  for 
the  same  purpose,  however  laudable^  no  right  of  search  could  be  admitted  to 
exist. 

Now  the  Undersigned  is  the  last  person  wlio  would  presume  to  que^ion  the 
authority  of  the  distinguished  jurist  to  whom  Mr.  Stevenson  has  referred.  But 
Mr.  Stevenson  will  recollect  that  the  judgment  of  Lord  StoweU  was  delivered  in 
the  case  of  a  French  vessel  which  had  actually  been  captured,  and  was  con- 
demned by  a  British  tribunal.  The  sentence  was  reversed  by  Lord  StoweU  in 
the  year  1817.  At  that  period  Great  Britain  had  no  reason  to  presume  that  the 
Slave  Trade  was  regarded  as  criminal  by  the  whole  civilized  world,  or  that  aU 
nations  had  nnited  their  efforts  for  its  suppression.  And  even  if  such  had  been 
the  case,  it  would  have  been  very  far  from  affording  any  justification  of  the 
sentence  reversed.  But  the  Undersigned  must  observe  that  the  present  happy 
concurrence  of  the  States  of  Christendom  in  this  great  object^  not  merely  jus- 
tifies, but  renders  indispensable  the  right  now  claimed  and  exercised  by  the 
British  Government  The  Undersigned  readily  admits  that  to  visit  and  search 
American  V4essel8  in  time  of  peace,  when  that  ri^t  of  search  is  not  <2:ranted  by 

Digitized  by  VrjOOv  IC 


268  UNITED  STATES. 

Treaty,  would  be  an  infraction  of  public  law,  and  a  violation  of  national  dignity 
and  independence.  But  no  such  right  is  asserted.  We  sincerely  desire  to 
respect  the  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  but  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  know 
what  it  really  is  that  we  respect.  Doubtless  the  flag  is  primd  facte  evidence  of 
the  nationality  of  the  vessel ;  and  if  this  evidence  were  in  its  nature  conclusive 
and  irrefragable,  it  ought  to  preclude  all  further  inquiry.  But  it  is  suflficiently 
notorious  that  the  flags  of  all  nations  are  liable  to  be  assumed  by  those  who 
have  no  right  or  title  to  bear  them.  Mr.  Stevenson  himself  fully  admits  the 
extent  to  which  the  American  flag  has  been  employed  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
this  infamous  traffic.  The  Undersigned  joins  with  Mr,  Stevenson  in  deeply 
lamenting  the  evil,  and  he  agrees  with  him  in  thinking  that  the  United  Stat^ 
ought  not  to  be  considered  responsible  for  this  abuse  of  their  flag.  But,  if  all 
inquiry  be  resisted,  even  when  carried  no  further  than  to  ascertain  the  nation- 
ality of  the  vessel,  and  impunity  be  claimed  for  the  most  lawless  and  desperate 
of  mankind  in  the  commission  of  this  fraud,  the  Undersigned  greatly  fears  that 
it  may  be  regarded  as  something  like  an  assumption  of  that  responsibility  which 
"  has  been  deprecated  by  Mr.  Stevenson. 

While  Mr.  Stevenson  deplores  the  prevalence  of  this  abuse,  and  the  nefarious 
character  of  the  trade,  can  he  be  satisfied  that  no  remedy  should  be  applied  or 
attempted  ?  The  Undersigned  hopes  and  believes  that  the  number  of  bond  fide 
American  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade  is  very  small ;  and  thus  the  danger  of 
interference  with  such  vessels  by  British  cruisers  must  be  of  rare  occurrence. 

Mr.  Stevenson  will  admit  that  his  objections  to  this  interference  would,  under 
any  circumstances,  tend  in  its  consequences  to  the  protection  of  an  abominable 
traffic,  stigmatised  by  the  whole  Christian  world ;  but  the  confession  of  Mr.  Ste- 
venson that  the  trade  is  extensively  carried  on  under  the  fraudulent  use  of  the 
American  flag  does  in  truth  justify  the  whole  claim  put  forward  by  the  British 
Government.  It  constitutes  that  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion  which  the  law  of 
nations  requires  in  such  a  case.  The  admitted  fact  of  this  abuse  creates  the 
right  of  inquiry. 

The  Undersigned  renounces  all  pretension  on  the  part  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  visit  and  search  American  vessels  in  time  of  peace.  Nor  is  it  as  Ame- 
rican, that  such  vessels  are  ever  visited ;  but  it  has  been  the  invariable  practice 
of  the  British  navy,  and,  as  the  Undersigned  believes,  of  all  navies  in  the  world, 
to  ascertain  by  visit  the  real  nationality  of  merchant-vessels  met  with  on  the 
high  seas,  if  there  be  good  reason  to  apprehend  their  illegal  character. 

In  certain  latitudes,  and  for  a  particular  object,  the  vessels  referred  to  are 
visited,  not  as  American,  but  either  as  British  vessels  engaged  in  an  unlawful 
traffic,  and  carrying  the  flag  of  the  United  States  for  a  criminal  purpose ;  or  as 
belonging  to  States  which  have  by  Treaty  conceded  to  Great  Britain  the  right 
of  search,  and  which  right  it  is  attempted  to  defeat  by  fraudulently  bearing  the 
protecting  flag  of  the  Union ;  or  finally,  they  are  visited  as  piratical  outlaws, 
possessing  no  claim  to  any  flag  or  nationality  whatever. 

Now  it  can  scarcely  be  maintained  by  Mr.  Stevenson  that  Great  Britain 
should  be  bound  to  permit  her  own  subjects,  with  British  vessels  and  British 
capital,  to  carry  on  before  the  eyes  of  British  officers  this  detestable  traffic  in 
human  beings,  which  the  law  has  declared  to  be  piracy,  merely  because  they 
had  the  audacity  to  commit  an  additional  offence  by  fraudulently  usurping  the 
American  flag.  Neither  could  Mr.  Stevenson  with  more  reason  affirm,  that  the 
subjects  of  States  which  have  granted  to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  search, 
should  be  enabled  to  violate  the  obligation  of  their  Treaties,  by  displaying  the 
flag  of  the  Union,  contrary  to  the  will,  and  in  defiance  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment itself.  Still  less  would  Mr.  Stevenson  pretend  to  claim  immunity  for 
piratical  adventurers,  who  should  endeavour  to  shelter  their  lawless  proceedings 
under  the  ensign  of  the  United  States. 

But  unless  Mr.  Stevenson  be  prepared  to  maintain  these  propositions,  the 
whole  fabric  of  his  argument  falls  to  the  ground.  For  the  Undersigned  admits 
that  if  the  British  cruiser  should  possess  a  knowledge  of  the  American  character 
of  any  vessel,  his  visitation  of  such  vessel  would  be  entirely  unjustifiable.  He 
further  admits  that  so  much  respect  and  honour  are  due  to  the  American  flag, 
that  no  vessel  bearing  it  ought  to  be  visited  by  a  British  cruiser,  except  under 
the  most  grave  suspicions,  and  well-founded  doubts  of  the  genuineness  of  its  cha- 
racter. The  Undersigned,  although  with  pain,  must  add,  that  if  such  visit  should 
lead  to  the  proof  of  the  American  origin  of  the  vessel,  and  that  she  was  avow- 
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ediy  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade^  exhibiting  to  view  the  manacles,  fetters,  and 
other  usual  implements  of  torture,  or  had  even  a  number  of  these  unfortunate 
beings  on  board,  no  British  oflScer  could  interfere  further.  He  might  give  in- 
formation to  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States,  but  it  would  not  be  in  his  own 
power  to  arrest  or  impede  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage  and  the  success  of  the 
undertaking. 

It  is  obvious^  therefore,  that  the  utmost  caution  is  necessary  in  the  exercise 
of  this  right  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  While  we  have  recourse  to  the  neces- 
sary, and  indeed  the  only  means  for  detecting  imposture,  the  practice  will  be 
carefully  guarded,  and  limited  to  cases  of  strong  suspicion.  The  Undersigned 
b^s  to  assure  Mr.  Stevenson,  that  the  most  precise  and  positive  instructions 
have  been  issued  to  Her  Majesty's  officers  on  this  subject. 

The  United  States  have  stigmatised  this  abominable  trade  in  terms  of  abhor- 
rence as  strong  as  the  people  of  this  country.  They  are  also  actively  engaged 
in  its  suppression.  But  if,  instead  of  joining  their  efforts  to  those  of  Great 
Britain,  and  labouring  with  her  for  the  attainment  of  this  great  blessing  to 
humanity,  the  United  States  had  wished  to  follow  a  different  course,  the  rea- 
soning employed  in  Mr.  Stevenson's  note  is  precisely  such  as  would  be  resorted 
to  for  its  defence  and  justification.  The  Undersigned,  with  his  conviction  of  the 
perfect  good  faith  and  sincerity  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  would 
almost  fear  to  offend  Mr.  Stevenson,  even  by  disclaiming  any  such  suspicion ; 
but  he  believes  Mr.  Stevenson  will  agree  with  him  in  lamenting  that  the  effects 
of  the  policy  of  the  United  States  should  have  any  tendency  to  create  a  different 
impression  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  disposed  to  think  less  favourably  and 
less  justly  upon  this  subject. 

Great  Britain  makes  no  pretension,  claims  no  right,  which  she  is  not  ready 
and  desirous  to  concede  to  the  United  States.  A  mutual  right  of  search,  regu- 
lated in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  any  irritating  circum- 
stances, has  always  appeared  to  the  Undersigned  to  be  the  most  reasonable,  the 
most  simple,  and  most  effectual  method  of  attaining  the  great  object  which  both 
Governments  have  in  view.  But  this  proposal  has  already  been  rejected  by  the 
United  States,  and  the  Undersigned  is  not  instructed  again  to  offer  it  for  consi- 
deration. It  is  for  the  American  Government  alone  to  determine  what  may  be 
due  to  a  just  r^ard  for  their  national  dignity  and  national  interests ;  but  the 
Undersigned  must  be  permitted  to  express  his  conviction,  that  rights  which  have 
been  mutually  conceded  to  each  other  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  can  scarcely  be  incompatible  with  the  honour  and  independence  of  any 
State  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  Undersigned  requests  Mr.  Stevenson  to  accept  the  assurances,  &c.,  &c. 

(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

A.  Stevenson^  Esq., 
8fc.     Sfc.    Sfc. 


No.  274. 

Mr.  Stetensf/n  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  October  21,  1841. 
{Received  October  22.) 

The  Undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  note  which  Lord  Aberdeen,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  ^tate 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  did  him  the  honour  to  address  to  him  under  date  of  the 
13th  instant,  in  answer  to  the  one  from  the  Undersigned  of  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, relative  to  the  visitation  and  interruption  to  which  the  vessels  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  have  been  subjected  by  British  cruisers  in  the  Afri- 
can seas,  and  which  has  been  made  the  subject  of  complaint  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government ;  and  having  considered,  with  the  attention  which  their  importance 
merits,  the  arguments  presented  by  Lord  Aberdeen's  note,  the  UndersignecJ  has 
now  the  honour  to  submit  to  his  Lordship's  consideration  the  observations 
which  he  feels  himself  called  upon  to  make. 
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Before  proceeding  to  do  so,  however,  the  Undersigned  will  take  oocasiott  lo 
remark,  that  be  shares  fully  in  Ike  opinion  expressed  by  Lord  Aberdeen  as  <to 
the  importaoce  of  avoiding  in  tbe  discussion  of  grave  ^eitiMis  of  national 
character  ererything  calculated  to  emllMirrass  or  throw  difficnlties  in  the  ^ray  of 
impartial  and  dispaficnonate  oonBideration.  The  Undersig^ied,  IJierefore,  with 
great  sincerity  assures  Lord  Aberdeen  of  the  readiness  and  zeal  with  which  he 
is  disposed  to  conduct  the  negotiations  between  the  two  countries,  on  his  part, 
in  a  manner  the  most  concfliatory^  and  be&t  calculated  to  preserve  peace;  and 
that  he  should  equaHy  deplore  with  Lord  Aberdeen  that  any  harskness  or 
asperity  of  expression  should  be  suffered  to  mingle  in  the  dtscussioH  of  a 
question  involving  national  sevisibility  and  feelings  and  bo  liable,  as  his  Lord- 
ship justly  supposes,  to  produce  excitement  and  irritation.  He  begs  Lord 
Aberdeen,  therefore,  to  believe  thai  it  is  under  the  influence  of  such  Kelings, 
and  with  the  most  perfect  respect  both  for  himself  and  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, that  he  now  proceeds  to  reply  to  those  parts  of  his  Lordship's  note 
which  he  deems  it  his  doty  to  notice. 

To  enable  him  to  do  this  it  may  be  important  to  ascertain  what  is  the  real 
question  in  issue  between  the  two  Govemnaents,  and  the  precise  nature  of  the 
power  asserted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  over  the  vessels  and  commerce 
of  the  United  States.     It  may  be  thus  briefly  stated: — 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain,  with  that  of  other  nations,  regarding 
the  African  Slave  Trade  as  a  great  evil,  united  in  measures  for  its  abolition. 
For  that  purpose  laws  were  passed  and  Treaties  concluded,  giving  to  the  ves- 
sels of  each  of  the  contracting  parties  the  mutual  right  of  search  under  cer- 
tain limitations.  Independent  of  these  Treaties,  and  under  the  principles  of 
public  law,  this  right  of  search  could  not  be  exercised.  The  United  States 
were  invited  to  become  a  party  to  these  Treaties ;  but  for  reasons  which  they 
deemed  satisfactory,  and  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  character  of  their  insti- 
tutions and  systems  of  governm^it,  they  declined  doing  so.  They  deemed  it 
inexpedient,  under  any  modification  or  in  any  form,  to  yield  the  right  of 
having  their  vessels  searched  or  interfered  with  in  time  of  peace  upon  the 
high  seas.  With  the  history  of  the  negotiations  which  took  place  on  this 
subject  between  the  two  Governments,  Lord  Aberdeen  is  doubtless  informed. 
In  the  mean  time,  some  of  the  Powers  who  were  parties  to  these  Treaties,  and 
others  who  refused  to  become  so,  continued  to  prosecute  their  Slave  Traffic, 
and  to  enable  them  to  do  so  with  more  effect  they  resorted  to  the  use  of  the 
flags  of  other  nations,  but  more  particularly  that  of  the  United  States.  To 
prevent  this,  and  enforce  her  Treaties,  Great  Britain  deemed  it  important 
that  her  cruisers  in  the  African  seas  should  have  the  right  of  detaining  and 
examining  all  vessels  navigating  those  seas  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
their  national  character.  Against  this  practice  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  protested,  and  the  numerous  cases,  out  of  which  the  present  discussion 
has  arisen,  became  subjects  of  complaint  and  negotiation  between  the  two 
Governments.  Her  Majesty  a  Government,  however,  having  refused  to  make 
reparation  in  any  of  the  cases,  and  still  asserting  the  right  of  her  cruisers  to 
continue  the  practice  of  detaining  and  examining  all  vessels  on  the  coasts 
and  in  the  African  seas,  it  becomes  important  that  the  precise  character  and 
extent  of  the  right  tbtM  claimed  shoukl  be  clearly  ascertained.  In  the  last 
note  which  the  Undersigned  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  Lord  Aberdeen, 
he  attempted  to  show,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  right  asserted  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Goverament  in  Lord  Palmerston's  note  of  the  27th  of  August,  was 
substantially  a  right  of  search;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  if  it  was  not,  still 
the  right  of  interfeience  in  the  manner  asserted  with  the  vessel  or  flags  of 
other  natbns,  not  parties  to  these  Treaties,  was  not  less  unlawful  and  unjus- 
tifiable. 

Now,  Lord  Aberdeen  disclaims  the  right  of  searching  American  vessels  oa 
the  high  seas,  and  admits  that  to  do  so  would  be  a  gross  infraction  of  the 
public  law,  and  a  violation  of  national  sovereignty  and  independence ;  but  his 
Lordship  contends,  that  in  requiring  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  to  submit  to  the  operation  of  examination  in  ttiC  manner  and 
for  the  objects  proposed  by  his  Government,  theie  would  be  no  violation  of 
national  rights  or  honour,  and,  consequently,  nothing  to  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  ought  rightfully  to  object.  Upon  this  branch  of 
the  subject  the  Undersigned  does  not  intend  to  repeat  the  arguments  con- 
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tained  in  his  previous  correspondence  with  Her  Majesty's  late  Principal  Secret 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs*  Referring  Lord  Aberdeen  to  that  corre- 
spondence^he  will  content  himself  with  submitting  such  additional  observations 
as  his  Lordship's  last  note  has  rendered  necessary. 

Is  the  right,  then,  claimed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government^  less  an  infraction 
of  the  principles  of  public  law  and  th€  rights  of  independent  states  than  that 
of  search,  whi<;h  is  disclaimed  ? 

Now  Lord  Aberdeen  will  remark  that  the  right  asserted  by  his  predecessor 
for  Her  Majesty's  Government  is  clear  and  explicit  It  is  thus  stated  in  Lord 
Palmerston's  note — **  That  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  decided  that  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  shall  exempt  no  vessel  (whether  American  or  not) 
from  search  by  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  in  the  African  seas,  unless  such  vessel 
shall  be  found  provided  with  papers  entitling  her  to  the  protection  of  the  flag 
she  wears>  and  proving  her  to  be  United  States'  property,  and  navigating  the 
ocean  according  to  law."  Of  what  law,  however,  whether  public  or  muni- 
cipal, his  Lordship  does  not  state,  but  leaves  to  be  inferred.  This  doctrine 
,Lord  Aberdeen  is  understood  to  affirm.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  here  is  an 
actual  denial  of  the  right  of  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  navigate  the  ocean 
in  time  of  peace  without  being  subjected  to  detention  and  examination,  and 
without  proof  of  their  being  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
documented  according  to  law.  It  constitutes  the  commandant  of  every  British 
cifuiser  the  exclusive  judge  to  decide  whether  such  vessels,  in  the  language  of 
his  Lordship,  be  ^^prty^rly  provided  with  peters  entitlmg  them  to  the  protection 
6jf  Ikeflc^  they  weear,  cmd  proving  them  to  be  United  Stated  property^,  and  navir 
guting  the  oeenn  aceerding  to  iaw"  What  essential  difierence,  then,  is  there 
between  the  right  ef  search,  in  its  harshest  form,  and  that  of  arresting,  the 
vessels  of  ani  independent  nation  on  their  voyage>  compelling  their  officers  to 
leave  their  vessel^  and  subjecting  them  and  their  papers  to  the  examination 
and  decision  of  every  subordinate  naval  commander?  Is  it  not  the  right  of 
pkcing  British  eruisers  on  any  part  of  the  ocean  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
Hient  may  select,  and  prescribing  the  terms  upon  which  othec  nations  are  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  fireedom  of  the  seas  ?  Is  it  not  in  effisct  a  claim  of  jurisdictian 
over  the  whole  of  the  African  coasts  and  seas,  as  exclusive  as  that  which  could 
only  be  enjoyed  within  the  acknowledged  limits^ of  loeal  sovereignty?  To  these 
questions  but  one  answer  can  be  given — it  must  be  in^  the  affirmative  !  But  to 
whal;  conse(|uences  would  not  such  a.  power  lead  if  once  submitted  to?  "Where 
would  it  end?  If  Great  Britain  can  exercise  such  a  power;,  why  may  not  other 
nations  do^ the  same?  What  is  there  to  prevent  those  states,  especiaUy,  who 
have  entered  into  Tueaties  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  from  subjecting  the  ves^ 
sels  and  eommence  of  the  United  States  to  similar  interruptions  and  embarrass- 
ments 1 

Why  should  not  Hayti  (who  has  lately  been  induced  to  prohibit  the  Slave 
Trade)  autfaoeize  ha  cruisers  to  follow  the  example  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment?*  By  one  of  her  recent  laws  upon  the  subject  she  did  assert  a  similar 
ngjit,  hut  it  was  afterwards  changed  at  the  instance  of  Great  Britain  upon  the 
ground  that  na  natioa  had^  the  right,  in  time  of  peace^  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  their  law^  and'  treaties  against  states  who  w^re  not  parties  to  them>  and> 
eoBsequently^  not  bound  by  them.  In  the  note  addressed  by  the  Undersigned 
to  Lofid  Palmepston,  under  date  of  the  27th  of  February,  1841,  and  referred  to 
in  the  one  ta  Lord.  Aberdeen,  allusion  was  made  to  the  proceedings  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Goveamment  uoden  which  the  Haytiaa  Government  were  induced  to 
cb angle  their  laws.  M  t^at  time,  at  least,  it  is  presumed.  Her  Majesty's  Go^ 
verament  had  net  determined  tO'  assert  tliis  right  of  dominion  over  the  sea. 
But  agaia:  Why  might  not  the  right  of  search  for  seamen  and  deserters,  and 
that  o£  impressment,  be  defended  upon  the  principles  of  the  present  claim  ? 
Let  it  be  supposed,  for  purposes  of  illustration,  that  Great  Britain  had  enteped 
into  Treaties  with  other  nations,  by  which  the  right  of  search  £ov  seamen  or 
deserters  was  given  to  the  vessels  of  each  other,  and  that  some  of  the  con- 
tcacttng  states^  in  order  to  evade  their  engagements,  should  resort  to  the  frau^ 
dulent.  use  of  the  flags  of  other  nations ;  and  suppose,  also,  thai,  with  the 
view  of  enforcing  these  Treaties,  it  should  be  deemed  expedient  to  assert  a 
right  of  boarding  and  examining  upon  the  high  seas  the  vessels  of  nations  who 
bard  not  surrendered  tlie  right,  and  wem  not  parties  to  the  Treaties  ?  Does 
Lord  Aberdeen  or  Her  Majesty's  Government  believe  that  such  a  power  would 
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be  tolerated  by  any  independent  nation  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  And  yet 
what  difference  would  there  be  between  such  a  case  and  the  one  under  con- 
sideration,  except  that  the  one  would  relate  to  slavery,  and  the  other  to 
impressment — subjects,  probably,  equally  important  in  the  view  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government? 

It  was  against  the  exercise  of  any  such  right  that  the  distinguished  jurist,  to 
whom  reference  has  been  made,  declared  (whilst  sitting  as  a  Court  under  the 
Law  of  Nations),  "  that  no  authority  could  be  found  which  gave  any  right  of 
visitation  or  interruption  over  the  vessels  and  navigation  of  other  states  on  the 
high  seas,  except  that  which  the  right  of  war  gives  to  belligerents  against  neu* 
trals ;  and  that  Great  Britain  had  no  right  to  force  her  way  to  the  lioeration  of 
Africa  by  trampling  upon  the  rights  and  independence  of  other  nations  for  any 
good,  however  eminent.' ' 

Upon  what  principles,  then,  of  public  law,  or  of  common  right  or  justice; 
such  a  power  as  that  now  asserted  is  to  be  defended  or  justified.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  state.  As  yet  it  has  been  left  to 
stand  for  its  whole  efficacy  upon  the  grounds  of  expediency.  The  Under- 
signed must,  therefore,  repeat  the  opinion  expressed  in  his  note  to  Lord  Aber- 
deen, that  there  is  no  essential  difference  whatever  between  the  right  of  search 
and  that  now  asserted  for  Her  Majesty's  Government.  But  Lord  Aberdeen 
contends,  that  in  resisting  the  exercise  of  this  right  in  the  form  in  which  it  has 
been  made,  the  Undersigned  is  necessarily  compelled  to  claim,  not  only  immu- 
nity for  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  all  the  piratical  adventurers  who  are 
endeavouring  to  shelter  themselves  under  it,  but  to  maintain  that  Great  Britain 
herself  would  be  bound  to  permit  her  own  subjects,  with  British  vessels  and 
British  capital^  to  carry  on  their  traffic  under  their  own  eyes,  provided  it  was 
done  under  the  fraudulent  use  of  an  American  flag ;  and  his  Lordship  further 
declares,  that  unless  the  Undersigned  is  prepared  to  maintain  to  their  full  exteirt 
these  propositions,  the  whole  fabric  of  his  argument  must  fall  to  the  ground. 
Now  the  Undersigned  begs  to  observe,  that  Lord  Aberdeen  has  greatly  mis- 
apprehended the  principles  and  arguments  contained  in  the  note  which  be  had 
the  honour  of  addressing  to  his  Lordship,  and  which  it  becomes  proper  to  seize 
the  earliest  moment  of  correcting.  This  the  Undersigned  will  the  more  readily 
do,  because  he  is  persuaded,  from  the  spirit  in  which  Lord  Aberdeen's  note  is 
written,  that  he  will  take  pleasure  in  correcting  any  misapprehension  into 
which  he  may  unintentionally  have  been  drawn.  Indeed^  the  Undersigned 
must  have  expressed  himself  very  imperfectly,  if,  in  denying  the  right  of  inter- 
fering with  vessels  under  the  American  flag,  he  did  not  convey  the  opinion  that 
he  intended  to  limit  his  objection  to  vessels  bond  fide  American,  and  not  to 
those  belonging  to  nations  who  might  fraudulently  have  assumed  the  flag  of 
the  United  States.  With  the  vessels  of  other  nations,  whether  sailing  under 
their  own  or  another  flag,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  can  have  no 
authority  or  desire  to  interfere.  The  undersigned,  therefore,  did  not  mean  to 
be  understood  as  denying  to  Great  Britain  or  any  other  nation  the  right  of 
seizing  their  vessels,  or  punishing  their  subjects,  for  any  violation  of  their  laws 
or  treaties,  provided,  however,  it  should  be  done  without  violating  the  princi- 
ples of  public  law  or  the  rights  of  other  nations.  Nor  are  such  the  conse- 
quences which  can  fairly  be  deduced  from  the  argument  which  he  had  the 
honour  of  addressing  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  which  his  Lordship  seems  so 
greatly  to  have  misapprehended.  Great  Britain  has  the  undoubted  right,  and 
so  have  all  other  nations,  to  detain  and  examine  the  vessels  of  their  own  sub- 
jects, whether  slavers  or  not,  and  whether  with  or  without  a  flag,  purporting  to 
be  that  of  the  United  States  ;  but  in  doing  this,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
they  have  no  colour  of  right,  nor  will  they  be  permitted,  to  extend  such  inter- 
ference to  the  vessels  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  sailing  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  flag  of  their  country. 

If  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  nation,  cannot  restrain  the  slave  traffic  of  their 
own  people  upon  the  ocean,  without  violating  the  rights  of  other  nations  and  the 
freedom  of  the  seas,  then,  indeed,  the  impunity  of  which  Lord  Aberdeen  speaks 
will  take  place.  This  may  be  deplored,  'but  it  cannot  be  avoided.  But  Lord 
Aberdeen  asserts  that  it  has  been  the  invariable  practice  of  the  British  navy,  and 
he  believes  of  all  the  navies  in  the  world,  to  ascertain,  by  visit,  the  real  character 
of  merchant  vessels  met  with  on  the  high  seas,  if  there  be  good  reason  to  appre- 
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hend  their  illegal  character.  Now  the  Undersigned  must  be  excused  for  doubt- 
ing whether  any  such  practice  as  that  which  Lord  Aberdeen  supposes — certainly 
not  to  the  extent  now  claimed — has  ever  prevailed  in  time  of  peace.  In  war  the 
right  of  visitation  is  practised  under  the  limitations  authorised  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  but  not  in  peace.  What  other  nation  than  Great  Britain  has  ever 
asserted,  or  attempted  to  exercise  it  ?    None,  it  is  believed. 

There  is  another  misapprehension  also  into  which  Lord  Aberdeen  seems  to  have 
fallen  that  it  may  be  important  to  correct.  It  relates  to  an  admission  which  his 
Lordship  supposes  the  Undersigned  to  have  made  as  to  the  extent  of  the  abuse  of 
the  American  flag  for  purposes  of  slave  traflSc.  Now  the  Undersigned  would  sub- 
mit that  he  did  not  intend  to  express,  nor  did  he,  any  opinion  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  abused  by  other  nations.  So  far  from  it, 
he  expressly  stated,  as  Lord  Aberdeen  will  perceive,  by  reference  to  his  note, 
that  neither  he  nor  his  Grovemment  had  the  means  of  forming  any  opinion  upon 
the  subject.  He  admitted  the  abuse  of  the  flag,  and  deplored  it,  but  to  what  ex- 
tent he  gave  no  opinion. 

Nor  can  the  Undersigned  yield  to  the  force  of  the  reasoning  employed  by  Lord 
Aberdeen,  arising  out  of  the  limited  number  of  bond  fide  American  vessels  en- 
gaged in  the  Slave  Trade,  to  prove  that  the  danger  of  interference  with  American 
vessels  will  be  of  rare  occurrence.  He  readily  admits,  with  Lord  Aberdeen,  that 
there  are  few  American  vessels,  if  any,  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade  :  but,  in  ad- 
mitting the  fact,  he  does  not  perceive  very  clearly  what  bearing  it  can  have  upon 
the  present  discussion,  or  how  the  smallness  of  the  number  of  American  slavers 
can  at  all  guard  against  the  evils  which  Lord  Aberdeen  supposes.  For  if  it  be 
true,  as  his  Lordship  contends,  that  the  abuse  by  other  nations  of  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  is  one  of  increasing  extent,  and  that  it  can  in  no  way  be  prevented 
but  by  the  examination  of  all  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States ; 
and  as  it  must  also  be  admitted  that  there  are  numerous  American  vessels  en- 
gaged in  lawful  commerce  in  the  African  seas,  which,  with  other  vessels,  are  to  be 
subjected  to  detention  and  examination,  what  possible  effect  can  the  number  of 
American  slavers  have  in  preventing  the  interference  to  that  more  numerous  class 
cf  merchantmen  who  are  to  be  found  engaged  in  commerce  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  African  seas?  If  there  was  not  a  single  vessel  of  the  United  States  en- 
gaged in  the  Slave  Trade,  the  evils  and  interruptions  which  Lord  Aberdeen  is  so 
desirous  of  avoiding  must  still  take  place,  whenever  the  right  shall  be  attempted 
to  be  enforced  against  those  vessels  that  are  not  slavers. 

But  the  great  caution  which  is  to  be  observed  in  the  exercise  of  the  right,  and 
the  careful  manner  in  which  it  will  be  guarded,  is  greatly  relied  on  by  Lord  Aber- 
deen in  its  defence.  Indeed  his  Lordship  declares,  that  so  much  honour  and 
respect  is  due  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States^  that  it  is  only  to  be  exercised  in 
certain  latitudes,  and  exclusively  confined  to  cases  where  the  strongest  suspicion 
and  well-founded  doubts  exist.  Now  the  Undersigned  would  respectfully  ask  of 
what  consequence  it  can  be  to  the  United  States,  if  their  rights  or  the  honour  of 
their  flag  are  violated,  whether  it  be  done  upon  one  part  of  the  ocean  or  another? 
In  relation  to  the  well-founded  suspicion  to  which  Lord  Aberdeen  refers,  it  might 
have  been  desirable  (if  the  manner  of  exercising  an  unlawful  power  can  excuse  it) 
that  his  Lordship  should  have  stated  what  the  particular  character  and  degree 
of  the  suspicion  was  to  be,  which  was  alone  to  justify  the  interference  of  Her 
Majesty's  cruisers.  That  such  a  right  as  that  claimed,  if  it  existed,  could  not 
safely  be  confided  to  those  of  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  who  have  heretofore  been 
in  the  habit  of  exercising  it,  the  Undersigned  feels  himself  warranted  in  sup- 

Eosing.  This  he  presumes  will  be  satisfactorily  shown  by  the  cases  which  he 
as  heretofore  presented  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  for  which  no 
reparation  has  yet  been  made.  These  cases  will  show  the  embarrassments 
and  injuries  to  which  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  African  seas,  have  already  been  subjected  by  the  vexatious 
seizures  and  detentions  of  Her  Majesty's  cruisers,  and,  in  most  of  them,  with- 
out justification  or  excuse. 

That  the  right  asserted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  be  regarded  as 
important,  may  not  be  doubted.  Indeed  the  Undersigned  would  not  act 
frankly  towards  Lord  Aberdeen  if  he  were  to  pretend  that  the  consequences 
of  refusing  the  exercise  of  the  right  by  the  American  Government  might  not 
throw  very  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  executing  the  existing  treaties  for 
Class  D.  2  N 
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the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade :  but,  as  he  has  taken  occasion  heretofore  to 
observe,  the  admission  can  neither  strengthen  the  claim  of  right  nor  diminish 
the  force  of  the  objections  to  it,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

There  remains  only  one  other  part  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  note  which  the 
Undersigned  deems  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  notice.  It  is  that  in  wbick 
his  lordship  expresses  the  opinion  that  any  right  of  search  which  shall  have 
been  conceded  by  two  sucn  governments  as  France  and  Great  Britain,  can 
scarcely  be  considered  as  incompatible  with  tbe  honour  and  independence  of 
any  nation  upon  earth.  Now,  if  Lord  Aberdeen's  remark  was  intended  to 
apply  to  the  proposal  which  was  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  that 
of  the  United  States,  for  a  mutual  right  of  search,  secured  and  granted  by 
treaty  stipulations,  the  Undersigned  bas  no  observation  to  make ;  but  if  this 
ppinioa  of  his  Lordship  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  right  now  asserted  by 
Great  Britain,  and  proposed  by  her  Government  to  be  exercised  in  the  al^- 
sence  of  all  conventional  arrangement,  then  the  Undersigned  must  be  allowed 
to  express  his  decided  dissent.  That  the  exercise  of  mutual  rights^  prc^erly 
tecured,  might  not  be  incompatible  with  national  honour  and  sovereignty,  he 
readily  admits,  inasmuch  as  the  contracting  parties  would  stamd  upon  the 
footing  of  equality  and  security :  this  he  presumes  to  be  the  case  between 
France  and  Great  Britain  ;  but  such  would  not  be  the  case  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States.  The  Undersigned  must  therefore,  after  the 
most  careful  consideration  of  the  ai^uments  advanced  in  Lord  Aberdeen's 
note,  repeat  the  opinion  which  he  has  heretofore  expressed,  that,  if  a  power 
such  as  that  which  is  now  asserted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  shall  be  en* 
forced,  not  only  without  consent,  but  in  the  face  of  a  direct  refusal  to  concede 
it,  it  can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  by  the  Government  of  tbe  United  States 
than  a  violation  of  national  rightsiand  sovereignty,  and  the  incontestable  princi- 
ples of  international  law. 

That  its  exercise  may  lead  to  consequences  of  a  painful  character  there  k 
too  much  reason  to  apprehend.  In  cases  of  conflicting  rights  betweainations 
the  precise  line  which  neither  can  pass,  but  to  which  each  may  advance,  is  not 
easily  found  or  marked,  and  yet  exists,  whatever  may  be  the  difficulty  of 
discerning  it.  In  ordinary  cases  of  disagreement  there  is  little  danger ;  each 
nation  may,  and  often  do,  yield  something  to  the  other.  Such  however,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  is  not  the  present  case.  The  peculiar  nature  of  the  power  asserted, 
and  the  consequences  which  may  be  apprehended  from  its  exercise,  make  it 
one  of  an  important  and  momentous  character :  involving,  as  it  does,  questions 
of  high  and  dangerous  sovereignty,  it  may  justly  be  regarded  as  deeply  eoh 
dangering  the  good  understanding  of  the  two  countries.  Ought  Her  Majesty's 
Government  then,  under  such  circumstances,  to  insist  upon  its  enforcement? 
That  it  will  not,  the  Undersigned  cannot  permit  himself  to  doubt.  He  will 
therefore  continue  to  cherish  the  hope  that,  upon  a  careful  review  of  the  whole 
subject.  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  see  the  importance  of  adopting  other 
measures  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  than  those  now  proposed,  and 
which  will  be  far  better  calculated,  not  only  to  accomplish  the  object  desired, 
but  to  preserve  the  friendly  relations  of  the  two  countries  upon  principles  con- 
sistent with  the  interest  and  honour  of  both. 

The  Undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  Lord  Aberdeen 
assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration  and  respect. 

(Signed)  A  STEVENSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T., 
%€.  8(0.  Sfc. 


No.  275. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sib,  Foreign  Office,  October  22,  1841. 

With  reference  to  previous  communications  from  Her  Majesty's  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  you,  relying  to  the  visitation  of  vessels  bearing  the  United 
States'  flag,  and  suspected  of  ^ing  engaged  in  the  African  Slave  Trade,  I  here- 
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with  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have 
received  upon  the  subject  from  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  United  States'  Minister  at 
this  Court,  and  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  1  have  returned  thereto. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)        ABERDEEN. 
H.  S.  Fox,  Esq. 
Sfc.    Sfc.     8fc. 

P.  S.  The  reply  of  Mr.  Stevenson  to  my  note  of  the  12th  instant  has  reached 
me  to-day,  after  Mr.  Stevenson's  departure,  and  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  that  reply. 


Enclosures  in  No.  275. 

1.  Mr.  Stevenson  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,     Septentber  10,  1841. 

(See  No.  272.) 

2.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Stevenson.     October  13,  1841. 

(See  No.  273.) 

3.  Mr.  Stevenson  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen.     October  21, 1841. 

(See  No.  274.) 


No.  276. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Foreign  Ojffiee,  October  30,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 
(See  No.  10.) 

No.  277. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Snt,  Foreign  Office^  November  19,  1841. 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's 
Charg6  d Affaires  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  stating  that  several  American  vessels  have 
lately  entered  that  port  after  having  landed  negroes  on  the  coast,  and  that  Com- 
modore Ridgeley,  the  commander-in-chief  on  the  Brazilian  station,  and  Mr. 
Slacum,  the  American  Consul,  had  exerted  themselves  in  the  most  praiseworthy 
manner  in  bringing  the  guilty  parties  to  punishment. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  avail  yourself  of  a  suitable  opportunity  to 
express  the  satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  at  the  zeal  evinced  by 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  for  the  prevention  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  am»  &c. 

H.  S.  Foa,  Esq.  (Signed)        ABERDEEN. 

8f€.    Sfc.    Sfc. 
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Enclosure  ia  No.  277. 

Mr.  Ouseley  to  Vucounl  Palmerston. 

,    Rio  de  Janeiro^  August  Z\,  184*1. 
(See  Class  B.,  No.  504,  p.  7ia) 

No.  278. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fow, 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  November  30,  184L 

With  reference  to  Viscount  Palmerston's  Despatch  of  the  24th  of  May 
last,  on  the  "subject  of  orders  given  to  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  for  their  guidance 
in  dealing  with  vessels  carrying  the  flag  of  the  United  States  and  suspected  of 
Slave  Trade,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  fur- 
ther communication^  which,  under  my  direction,  has  been  addressed  to  the 
Admiralty  upon  the  subject  in  question. 

I  am.  &c. 
H.  S.  Foo?,  Esq.  (Signed)        ABERDEEN. 

8fc.    SfCf    Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  278. 
Viscount  Canmng  to  Sir  John  Barrow. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  November  27, 1841. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  request  that  you  will  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  the  note  addressed  by 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  5th  of  August  last,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  vessels  "  lago  "  and  '*  Hero,^'  a  copy  of  which  note  was  transmitted 
to  the  Admiralty  by  the  directions  of  Lord  Palmerston,  in  a  letter  from  this 
office  dated  the  3 1st  of  that  month. 

In  that  note  it  is  stated  by  Viscount  Palmerston  "  that  positive  orders  were 
sent  by  the  Admiralty,  in  February  last,  to  all  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  employed 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  not  again  to  detain  or  meddle  with 
United  States*  vessels  engaged  in  Slave  Trade/' 

I  am  to  request  that  you  will  observe  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  from  the  letter  addressed  on  the  8th  of  February  last  by  Iiord 
Leveson  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  it  appears  that  the  instructions 
which  their  Lordships  were  requested  to  issue  to  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  were 
to  the  effect  that  they  should  abstain  from  capturing  United  States'  vessels 
engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  I  am  therefore  directed  by  Lord  Aberdeen  to 
request  that  you  will  move  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send 
instructions  to  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  to  abstain  from  detaining  or  visiting 
vessels  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  to  state  to  you  that  Lord  Aberdeen  is  desirous,  if  there 
should  be  good  reason  to  suspect  that  vessels  bearing  the  United  States'  flag  are 
not  entitled  to  carry  that  flag,  that  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  should  ascertain  the 
fact  by  visit  or  otherwise.  In  the  event  of  the  suspicion  being  confirmed,  such 
vessels  would  be  dealt  with  according  to  law  and  the  provisions  of  Treaties ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  should  detain  or  visit  any 
vessel  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  which  should  prove  to  belong  to  the 
Union,  Lord  Aberdeen  requests  that  the  commanding  officers  should  be  directed 
to  send  home  a  full  report  of  all  the  particulars  of  the  case  by  the  earliest 
opportunity,  not  waiting  to  include  it  in  such  regular  periodical  report  as  they 
may  be  required  to  transmit. 

I  have  &c 
Sir  John  Barron,  (Signed)        CANNING. 

&c.    &c.    &c. 
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No.  279. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  .  Foreign  Office y  December  3,  1841. 

With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  negroes 
who  were  on  board  of  (the  Spanish  schooner  *^  Amistady^  and  who  were  carried 
to  the  United  States,  I  lierewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  Memorial  from  the 
Glasgow  Emancipation  Society,  stating  that  those  negroes  have  been  set  at 
liberty,  and  are  anxious  to  return  to  their  native  country,  and  requesting  the 
assistance  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  conveying  them  to  Sierra  Leone,  to 
be  thence  forwarded  to  their  native  place.  Her  Majesty's  Government,  upon 
ascertaining  the  facts,  will  be  disposed  to  make  arrangements  for  accomplishing 
the  object  expressed  in  the  accompanying  Memorial,  provided  there  shall  be  no 
objection  thereto ;  and  I  have,  therefore,  to  desire  that  you  will  inquire  whether 
tlie  statement  in  that  document  is  accurate,  and  how  many  of  the  negroes  of  the 
^'Amistad''  are  remaining  there  in  the  United  States.  You  will  also  ascertain, 
by  such  means  as  you  shall  consider  most  expedient,  whether  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States'  Government,  or  any  other  account,  any  objection  is  likely  to 
arise  to  the  proposed  arrangement. 

You  will  acquaint  me,  as  soon  as  you  can,  with  the  result  of  your  inquiries 
upon  these  heads. 

You  will  understand  that  you  are  not  required  to  address  the  United  States' 
Government  officially  upon  this  subjects 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.  (Signed)         ABERDEEN. 

4^c.    ^c»    Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  279. 

Memorial  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipation  Society. 

Unto  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bart.,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Aberdeen, 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stanley,  and  the  other  Members  of  Her  Majesty's 
Cabinet. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipation  Society 

Humbly  showeth. 

That  whereas  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  of  America,  after 
a  series  of  protracted  legal  processes  of  nearly  two  years'  duration,  has  at  length 
discharged  from  their  jurisdiction  and  set  at  liberty  from  all  claim  the  African 
negroes  captured  in  the  Spanish  schooner  "  Amistad,'  on  the  coast  of  America, 
near  New  London,  on  the  26th  of  August,  1839 ;  regarding  whom  this  Society 
had  the  honour,  on  the  I5th  of  October  following,  to  present  a  Memorial  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Melbourne,  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston, 
and  the  other  Members  of  Her  Majesty's  Cabinet,  to  which  a  favourable  answer 
was  politely  returned,  dated  Foreign  Office,  December  23,  1839.  In  1840,  the 
Secretaries  •f  this  Society  had  again  the  honour  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  Pal- 
merston on  the  subject,  and  were  in  like  manner  favoured  by  his  Lordship  with  a 
reply,  dated  Foreign  Office,  March  26,  1840.  And  the  case  of  the  said  negroes 
was  noticed  in  favourable  terras  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jemingham,  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Madrid,  on  the  5th  of  January  preceding,  in  a  letter  to  the  Spanish 
Minister,  Don  Evaristo  Perera  de  Castro,  published  in  the  Parliamentary  Papers ; 
and,  finally,  by  the  Hon.  H.  S.  Fox,  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  in  a 
letter  dated  there  the  20th  of  January,  1841,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth, 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  : 

And  whereas  in  all  their  correspondence  with  the  British  Abolition  Societies, 
and  with  the  American  and  Spanish  Governments,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have,  in  their  consideration  of  the  case  of  these  unfortunate  and  persecuted 
Africans,  evinced  a  prompt  and  highly  laudable  interest,  strongly  contrasting  to 
their  credit,  when  compared  with  the  treatment  which  these  forlorn  strangers 
experienced  from  the  republican  and  professedly   Christian   Government  of 
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America,  upon  whose  shores  they  were  cast,  and  who,  not  without  the  urgent 
solicitation  of  the  abolitionists  in  their  behalf,  barely  supjUied  the  Africans  with 
comfortable  clothing  to  protect  them  from  the  severity  of  an  American  winter : 

And  whereas,  from  the  education  which  the  aforesaid  natives  of  Africa  havB 
received,  through  the  kindness  of  the  abolitionists  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
more  intimate  intercourse  thus  had  with  them  by  these  parties,  ihexr  case  has  be- 
come still  more  interesting,  considering  their  connection  with  the  interior  of 
Africa ;  and  whereas  they  are  now  desirous  to  return  to  their  native  country,  called 
Mendi,  in  Africa,  and  which  they  describe  as  being  situated  six  days*  journey 
from  the  coast  (probably  north  of  the  Gatlinas)  ;  and  whereas  they  are  desirooB 
to  be  landed  at  Sierra  Leone,  of  which  some  of  them  appear  to  have  heard,  and 
from  which  they  seem  to  think  they  would  find  their  way  to  their  homes: 

And  whereas  the  United  States'  Government  have  declined  to  grant  a  govern- 
ment vessel  to  convey  these  poor  helpless  people  home,  after  they  have  ne^Iessiy 
detained  them  so  long  and  subjected  them  to  such  barbarous  treatment,  that  k 
has  been  only  in  consequence  of  the  unceasing  diligence  and  vigfilance,  the  per- 
severance and  skill  of  the  abolitionists  there,  that  they  have  at  length  been  resoied 
from  the  fangs  of  the  pro-slavery  party : 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  we,  the  Committee  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipation 
Society,  admiring,  on  the  other  hand,  the  very  friendly  and  favourable  interest 
hitherto  so  readily  taken  in  the  case  of  these  Africans  by  the  British  Cabinet, 
feel  encouraged  to  solicit,  on  their  behalf,  that,  to  promote  the  interests  of  hu- 
manity, Her  Majesty's  Government  (who  have  vessels  constantly  cruising  to 
suppress  the  Slave  Trade,  and  frequent  communication  vnth  Sierra  Leone)  v^ouid 
have  the  goodness  to  afford  to  these  children  of  Africa,  now  in  o,  foreign  land,  a 
safe  conveyance  in  a  Government  vessel  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  would  instruct  the 
authorities  at  that  port,  that  so  the  parties  might  be  conducted  to  their  respective 
homes. 

Your  memorialists  consider  that  by  so  doing  the  British  Government  would 
not  only  be  following  out  to  these  unfortunate  natives  of  Africa,  ^*  who,"  to  use 
the  language  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fox,  '*  have  been  thrown  by  accidental  circum- 
stances into  the  hands  of  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,'*  a  continuance  of 
that  benevolent  interposition  which  doubtless  has,  in  some  measure,  indirectly 
contributed  to  ''  secure  to  them  the  possession  of  that  liberty  to  which  from  the 
first  it  was  clear  they  were  by  law  entitled  ;'*  but  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will,  at  the  sarpe  time,  be  deepening  in  the  minds  of  the  liberated  Africans,  and 
through  them  in  the  minds  of  all  with  whom  they  may  have  intercourse  on  their 
return  to  Africa,  just  and  lasting  impressions  of  the  philanthropic  designs  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  this  country  towards  the  African  race ;  thus  may 
Great  Britain,  even  by  this  apparently  insignificant  means,  now  be  known  to 
Africans  as  their  benefactress,  which  she  justly  deserves  to  be  ;  and  trifling  as  it 
may  appear  (o  those  accustomed  to  great  tilings,  it  may  have  yet  a  further  and  a 
beneficial  influence  upon  her  schemes  of  civilization  and  future  intercourse  with 
the  African  continent. 

Your  memorialists,  in  conclusion,  would  humbly  suggest  that,  should  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  acquiesce  in  their  request,  thus  respectfully  submitted  to 
them,  and  instruct  that  a  Government  vessel  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Committee  in  America  by  whom  the  case  of  the  ''  Amistad''  negroes  has  been 
conducted,  and  under  whose  care  they  still  remain,  the  same  may  be  done  with 
the  utmost  possible  despatch. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Glasgow  Emanci- 
pation Society,  this  18th  day  of  November,  1841. 


(Signed)  JOHN  MURRAY,!  ^      ,    • 

^  .        WM.  SMEAL,     secretaries. 
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in  dealing  with  vessels  under  the  United  States'  flag^  suspected  of  Slave  Trade, 
I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  year  information,  a  copy  of  an  instruction  which 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  addressed  upon  this  suhject,  under 
date  of  the  7th  instant,  to  the  admirals  on  the  India  and  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
stations,  and  to  the  senior  officers  on  the  coasts  of  Africa  and  Brazils. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

H.  S.  Foa,  Esq., 
Sfc.     Sfc.    8fc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  280. 

Sir  John  Barrow  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief  and  Senior  Officers  at  the  Cape  oj 
Good  Hope,  Coast  of  Africa,  fVest  Indies^  and  Brazils. 

Sir,  Admiralty y  December  7,  184L 

Fam  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send 
you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  dated  the  27th  of  last  month,  on  the  subject  of  the  conduct  to  be  pur- 
sued by  the  commanding  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  towards  vessels 
hoisting  the  United  States*  flag,  engaged  in  Slave  Trade  j  and  I  am  to  signify 
their  Lordships'  directions  to  you  to  govern  yourself  accordingly,  and  to  issue 
corresponding  instructions  to  the  ships  and  vessels  under  your  orders.    * 

My  Lords  desire  you  at  the  same  time  to  observe  that,  although  the  said 
letter  conveys  a  decided  instruction  that  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  are  neither  to 
capture  nor  interfere  with,  nor  even  to  visit  United  States'  vessels,  whether 
they  shall  have  slaves  on  board  or  not,  yet  you  will  perceive  by  it  that  it  is  not 
intended  to  allow  vessels  of  other  nations  to  escape  visit  and  examination  by 
merely  hoisting  an  United  States'  flag:  therefore,  if  one  of  Her  Majesty^* 
cruisers  shall  fall  in  with  a  vessel  which  may  hoist  an  United  States'  flag,  but 
which,  from  intelligence  the  oflicer  commanding  Her  Majesty's  cruiser  may 
have  received,  or  from  her  manoeuvres,  or  other  sufficient  cause,  he  may  have 
reason  to  believe  does  not  belong  to  the  United  States,  he  is,  if  the  state  of 
the  wind  and  weather  shall  admit  of  it,  to  go  a-head  of  the  suspected  vessel^ 
after  communicating  his  intention  by  hailing,  and  to  drop  a  boat  on  board  of 
her  (notwithstanding  her  American  colours),  to  ascertain  her  nationality, 
without  causing  her  detention  in  the  event  of  her  proving  to  be  really  ah 
United  States'  vessel ;  but  should  the  strength  of  the  wind  or  other  circum' 
stances  render  such  mode  of  visiting  the  stranger  impracticable,  he  is  to  con- 
sider himself  authorised  to  require  the  suspected  vessel  to  be  brought  to  (merely 
to  admit  of  her  nationality  being  ascertained),  and  hef  will  be  justified  in  en- 
forcing it  {if  necessary)  ;  understanding  always  that  he  is  not  to  resort  to  any 
coercive  measure  until  every  other  means  of  effecting  the  required  visit  shall 
have  failed ;  and  however  the  said  visit  may  be  accomplished,  whether  by  force 
or  otherwise,  the  oflScer  that  boards  the  stranger  is  to  be  instructed  merely  in 
the  first  instance  to  satisfy  himself,  by  the  vessel's  papers,  or  other  proofs  of  her 
nationality,  and  if  she  proves  to  be  really  an  United  States'  vessel,  he  is  to  lose 
DO  time  in  again  quitting  her,  offering  to  note  on  the  papers  of  the  vessel  the 
cause  of  his  suspecting  her  nationality,  and  which  had  alone  induced  him  to 
insist  on  visiting  her,  adding  a  note  of  the  number  of  minutes  the  vessel  was 
detained  (if  detained  at  all)  for  the  object  in  question,  such  notation  to  be 
signed  by  the  boarding  officer,  specifying  his  rank  and  the  name  of  Her  Ma^ 
jesty 's  cruiser ;  and  whether  the  commander  of  the  United  States'  vessel  con- 
sent to  such  notation  on  the  vessel's  papers  or  not  (and  it  is  not  to  be  done 
without  his  consents  all  the  said  particulars  are  always  to  be  immediately 
folly  entered  in  the  log-books  of  Her  Majesty's  cruiser,  and  a  particular  state- 
ment thereof  is  to  be  sent,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  by 
the  first  opportunity  direct  to  England,  as  desire^  in  the  Secretary  of  State's 
letter ;  and  also  a  similar  statement  to  the  senior  officer  of  the  station ;  to  be 
forwarded  by  you  also  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  Lordships' 
information,  accompanied  by  any  remarks  you  may  have  reason  to  make 
thereon. 

Of  course,  in  cases  wh^e  the  sospicion  of  the  commander  of  Her  Majesty'^ 
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cruiser  turns  out  to  be  well  founded,  and  the  vessel  boarded  proves,  notwith- 
standing her  United  States'  colours,  not  to  belong  to  that  nation,  the  com- 
mander of  Her  Majesty's  cruiser  will,  as  also  directed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State's  letter,  deal  with  her  as  he  would  have  been  authorised  and  required  to 
do,  had  she  not  hoisted  the  United  States'  flag. 

I  am»  &c. 
(Signed)  JOHN  BARROW. 

To  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  Senior  Officers 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  Coast  of  Africa, 
West  Indies,  and  Brazil. 


No.  281. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Everett. 

Foreign  Office,  December  "20,  1841. 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour  of  addressing  to  Mr.  Everett,  &c. 
the  observations  which  he  feels  called  upon  to  roake^  in  answer  to  the  note  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  dated  on  the  21st  of  October. 

As  that  communication  only  reached  the  hands  of  the  Undersigned  on  the  day 
after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Stevenson  from  London,  on  his  return  to  America,  and 
as  there  has  since  been  no  Minister  or  Charg^  d'AflFaires  from  the  United  States 
resident  in  this  country,  the  Undersigned  has  looked  with  some  anxiety  for  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Everett,  in  order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  renew  his  diplomatic 
intercourse  with  an  accredited  Representative  of  the  Republic.  Had  the  Under- 
signed entertained  no  other  purpose  than  to  controvert  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Stevenson,  or  to  fortify  his  own,  in  treating  of  the  matter  which  has  formed  the 
subject  of  their  correspondence,  he  would  have  experienced  little  impatience ;  but 
as  it  is  his  desire  to  clear  up  all  doubt,  and  to  remove  misapprehension,  he  feels 
that  he  cannot  too  early  avail  himself  of  the  presence  of  Mr.  Everett  at  his  post, 
to  bring  to  his  knowledge  the  true  state  of  the  question  at  issue. . 

The  Undersigned  agrees  with  Mr.  Stevenson  in  the  importance  of  arriving  at 
a  clear  understanding  of  the  matter  really  in  dispute. 

This  ought  to  be  the  first  object  in  the  differences  of  states,  as  well  as  of  indi- 
viduals ;  and,  happily,  it  is  often  the  first  step  to  the  reconciliation  of  the  parties. 
In  the  present  case,  this  understanding  is  doubly  essential,  because  a  continuance 
of  mistake  and  error  may  be  productive  of  the  most  serious  consequences. 

Mr.  Stevenson  persists  in  contending,  that  the  British  Government  assert  a 
right  which  is  equivalent  to  the  claim  of  searching  American  vessels  in  time 
of  peace.  In  proof  of  this,  Mr.  Stevenson  refers  to  a  passage  in  a  former 
note  of  Viscount  Palmerston,  addressed  to  himself,  against  which  he  strongly 
protests,  and  the  doctrine  contained  in  which  he  says  that  the  Undersigned 
is  understood  to  affirm. 

Now,  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Undersigned  to  inquire  into  the  precise 
import  and  force  of  the  expressions  of  Viscount  Palmerston.  These  might 
have  been  easily  explained  to  Mr.  Stevenson  by  their  author,  at  the  time  they 
were  written ;  but  the  Undersigned  must  request,  that  his  doctrines  upon  this 
subject,  and  those  of  the  Government  of  which  he  is  the  organ,  may  be 
judged  of  exclusively  from  his  own  declarations. 

The  Undersigned  again  renounces,  as  he  has  already  done,  in  the  most 
explicit  terms,  any  right  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  to  search 
American  vessels  in  time  of  peace.  The  right  of  search,  except  when  spe- 
cially conceded  by  treaty,  is  a  purely  belligerent  right,  and  can  have  no 
existence  on  the  high  seas  during  peace. 

The  Undersigned  apprehends,  however,  that  the  right  of  search  is  not 
confined  to  the  verification  of  the  nationality  of  the  vessel,  but  also  extends 
to  the  object  of  the  voyage,  and  the  nature  of  the  cargo.  The  sole  purpose 
of  the  British  cruisers  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  vessels  they  meet  with  are 
really  American  or  not.  The  right  asserted  has,  in  truth,  no  resemblance  to 
the  right  of  search,  either  in  principle  or  in  practice.  It  is  simply  a  right  to 
satisfy  the  party  who  has  a  legitimate  interest  in  knowing  the  truth,  that  the 
vessel  actually  is  what  her  colours  announce.    This  right  we  concede  as 
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freely  as  we  exercise.  The  British  cruisers  are  not  instructed  to  detain 
American  vessels  under  any  circumstances  whatever ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
are  ordered  to  abstain  from  all  interference  with  them,  be  they  slavers  or 
otherwise.  But  where  reasonable  suspicion  exists  that  the  American  flag 
has  been  abused,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  vessel  of  another  nation,  it 
would  appear  scarcely  credible,  had  it  not  been  made  manifest  by  the  re- 

Eeated  protestations  of  their  Representative,  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  which  have  stigmatized  and  abolished  the  trade  itself,  should 
object  to  the  adoption  of  such  means  as  are  indispensably  necessary  for 
ascertaining  the  truth. 

The  Undersigned  had  contended,  in  his  former  note^  that  the  legitimate 
inference  from  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Stevenson  would  practically  extend  even  to 
the  sanction  of  piracy,  when  the  persons  engaged  in  it  should  think  fit  to  shelter 
themselves  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Stevenson  observes  that 
this  is  a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  Undersigned ;  and  he  declares  that, 
in  denying  the  right  of  interfenng  with  vessels  under  the  American  flag,  he 
intended  to  limit  bis  objection  to  vessels  bond  fide  American,  and  not  to  those 
belonging  to  nations  who  might  fraudulently  have  assumed  the  flag  of  the  United 
States.  But  it  appears  to  the  Undersigned,  that  his  former  statement  is  by  no 
means  satisfactorily  controverted  by  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Stevenson.  How  is 
this  bona  fides  to  be  proved  ?  Must  not  Mr.  Stevenson  either  be  prepared  to 
maintain  that  the  flag  alone  is  sufiicient  evidence  of  the  nationality  of  the  vessel^ 
which,  in  the  face  of  his  own  repeated  admissions,  he  cannot  do,  or  must  he 
not  confess  that  the  application  of  his  arguments  would  really  aflford  protection 
to  every  lawless  and  piratical  enterprise? 

The  Undersigned  had  also  expressed  his  belief  that  the  practice  was 
general,  of  ascertaining  by  visit  the  real  character  of  every  vessel  on  the  high 
seas,  against  which  there  should  exist  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion.  Mr* 
Stevenson  denies  this  ;  and  he  asks,  what  other  nation  than  Great  Britain  had 
ever  asserted,  or  attempted  to  exercise,  such  a  right?  In  answer  to  this 
question,  the  Undersigned  can  at  once  refer  to  the  avowed  and  constant  prac- 
tice of  the  United  States,,  whose  cruisers,  especially  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by 
the  admission  of  their  public  journals,  are  notoriously  in  the  habit  of  examining 
all  suspicious  vessels,  whether  sailing  under  the  English  flag  or  any  other.  In 
whose  eyes  are  these  vessels  suspicious  ?  Doubtless,  in  those  of  tlie  Com- 
manders of  the  American  cruisers.  But,  in  truth,  this  right  is  quite  as  im- 
portant to  the  United  States  as  to  Great  Britain ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive 
how  the  maritime  intercourse  of  mankind  could  safely  be  carried  on  without 
such  a  check. 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  remind  Mr.  Everett,  that  the  right  thus  claimed 
by  Great  Britain  is  not  exercised  for  any  selfish  purpose.  It  is  asserted  in  the 
interest  of  humanity,  and  in  mitigation  of  the  sufferings  of  our  fellow-men. 
The  object  has  met  with  the  concurrence  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  includ- 
ing the  United  States  of  America,  and  it  ought  to  receive  universal  assistance 
and  support. 

The  Undersigned  cannot  abstain  here  from  referring  to  the  conduct  of  an 
honourable  and  zealous  officer,  commanding  the  naval  force  of  the  United 
States  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  who,  relying  on  the  sincere  desire  of  his  Govern- 
ment for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  sensible  of  the  abuse  of  the 
American  flag,  entered  into  an  engagement,  on  the  11  th  of  March,  IS'IO,  with 
the  officer  in  command  of  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  on  the  same  station,  by. 
which  they  mutually  requested  each  other,  and  agreed,  to  detain  all  vessels 
under  American  colours  employed  in  the  traffic.  If  found  to  be  American 
property,  such  vessels  were  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  Commander  of  any 
American  cruiser  on  the  station ;  or  if  belonging  to  other  nations,  they  were 
to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  Treaties  contracted  by  Her  Majesty  with  the 
respective  States.  The  Undersigned  believes,  and  indeed  after  the  statements 
of  Mr.  Stevenson,  he  regrets  to  be  unable  to  doubt,  that  the  conduct  of  this 
gallant  officer,  however  natural  and  laudable  in  its  object,  has  been  disavowed 
by  his  Government. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Undersigned  at  present  to  advocate  the  justice 
and  propriety  of  the  mutual  right  of  search,  as  conceded  and  regulated  by 
treaty ;  or  to  weigh  the  reasons  on  account  of  which  this  proposal  has  been 
rejected  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.    He  took  occasion  in  a 
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former  note,  to  observe,  that  concessions  sanctioned  by  Great  Britain  and 
France  were  not  likely  to  be  incompatible  with  the  dignity  and  independence 
of  any  other  State  which  should  be  disposed  to  follow  their  example.  But  the 
Undersigned  begs  now  to  inform  Mr.  Everett,  that  be  has  this  day  condnded 
a  joint  Treaty  with  France,  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  by  which  the  mutual 
right  of  search  within  certain  latitudes  is  fully  and  effectually  estaUished  for 
ever.  This  is,  in  truth,  a  holy  alliance,  in  which  the  undersigned  would  have 
rejoiced  to  see  the  United  States  assume  their  proper  place  among  the  Great 
Powers  of  Christendom,  foremost  in  power,  wealth,  and  civilisation,  and  con- 
nected together  in  the  cause  of  mercy  and  justice. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  this  right  may  be  abused,  like  every  other  which 
is  delegated  to  many  and  different  hands.  It  is  possible  that  it  may  be  exer- 
cised wantonly  and  vexatiously ;  and  should  this  be  the  case,  it  would  not  only 
call  for  remonstrance,  but  would  justify  resentment.  This,  however,  is  in  the 
highest  degree  improbable ;  and  if,  in  spite  of  the  utm(^  cauticm,  an  error 
should  be  committed,  and  any  American  vessel  should  suffer  loss  or  injury,  it 
would  be  followed  by  prompt  and  ample  reparation.  The  Undersigned  beg« 
to  repeat,  that  with  American  vessels,  whatever  be  their  destination,  British 
cruisers  have  no  pretension  in  any  manner  to  interfere.     Such  vessels  must  be 

Eermitted,  if  engaged  in  it,  to  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  this  unhallowed  Trade ; 
ut  the  British  Government  will  never  endure  that  the  fraudulent  use  of  the 
American  flag  shall  extend  the  iniquity  to  other  nations,  by  whom  it  is 
abhorred,  and  who  have  entered  into  solemn  treaties  with  this  country  for  its 
entire  suppression. 

In  order  to  prove  to  Mr.  Everett  the  anxiety  of  Her  Majesty's  Governn>ent, 
to  prevent  all  reasonable  grounds  of  complaint,  the  Undersigned  believes  that 
he  cannot  do  better  than  to  communicate  to  him  the  substance  of  those  instruc- 
tions under  which  the  British  cruisers  act  in  relation  to  American  vessels  when 
employed  on  this  service. 

If,  from  the, intelligence  which  the  officer  commanding  Her  Majesty's  cruiser 
may  have  received,  or  from  the  manoeuvres  of  the  vessel,  or  from  other  sufficient 
cause,  he  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that,  although  bearing  the  American  flag, 
the  vessel  does  not  belong  to  the  United  States,  be  is  ordered,  if  the  state  of  the 
wind  and  weather  shall  admit  of  it,  to  go  ahead  of  the  suspected  vessel,  after 
communicating  his  intention  by  hailing,  and  to  drop  a  boat  on  board  of  her,  to 
ascertain  her  nationality,  without  detaining  her,  if  she  shall  prove  to  be  really  an 
American  vessel.  But  should  this  mode  of  visiting  the  vessel  be  impracticaUe, 
he  is  to  require  her  to  be  brought-to  for  this  purpose. 

The  officer  who  boards  the  vessel  is  merely  to  satisfy  himself  of  her  nationality, 
by  her  papers  or  other  proofs ;  and  should  she  really  be  an  American  vessel,  he 
will  immediately  quit  her,  offering,  with  the  consent  of  her  commander,  to  note 
on  her  papers  the  cause  of  suspecting  her  nationality,  and  the  number  of  minutes 
she  was  detained  (if  detained  at  all)  for  the  object  in  question.  All  the  par- 
ticulars are  to  be  immediately  entered  on  the  log-books  of  the  cruiser,  and 
a  full  statement  of  them  is  to  be  sent,  by  the  first  opportunity,  direct  to  England. 

These  are  the  precautions  taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  against  the 
occurrence  of  abuse  in  the  performance  of  this  service ;  and  they  are  ready  to 
adopt  any  others  which  they  may  think  more  efiectual  for  the  purpose,  and  which 
shall,  at  the  same  time,  be  consistent  with  the  attainment  of  the  main  object  in 
view. 

Mr.  Stevenson  has  said,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  exempt  the  fraudulent  use  of 
the  American  flag  from  detention ;  and  this  being  the  case,  the  Undersigned^s 
unwilling  to  believe,  that  a  Government  like  that  of  the  United  States,  profes^ng' 
the  same  object  and  animated  by  the  same  motives  as  Great  Britam,  should 
seriously  oppose  themselves  to  every  possible  mode  by  which  their  own  desire 
could  be  really  accomplished. 

The  Undersigned  avails,  &c. 

(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

Edward  Everett y  Esq. 
Sfc.      Sfc.      Sfc. 
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No.  282. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fax. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  23,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  recent  Despatches  to  you,  respecting  the  visita- 
tkm  of  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  suspected  not  to  belong 
to  that  country,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a 
note  which  I  have  addressed  upon  this  subject  to  Mr.  Everett,  the  United  States* 
Minister  at  this  Court,  in  reply  to  the  note  addressed  to  me  on  the  21st  of  October 
last  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Stevenson. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  S.  Fox.  E^.,  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

ifc.        Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  282. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Everett. 

December  20, 18A1. 

(See  No.  281.) 


No.  283. 

Mr.  Everett  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  December  23,  1841. 
(^Received  December  24.) 

The  Undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a 
communication  from  Lord  Aberdeen,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  bearing  date  the  20th  instant,  in  reply  to  a  note  of  Mr. 
Stevenson  s,  of  the  21st  of  October. 

The  Undersigned  will  avail  himself  of  an  early  opportunity  of  addressing  some 
remarks  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  on  the  very  important  topics  treated  in  his 
note.  In  the  meantime,  the  Undersigned  begs  leave  to  express  his  great  satis- 
faction at  the  conciliatorv  and  dispassionate  tone  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  communi- 
cation, from  which  the  Undersigned  augurs  the  happiest  influence  on  the  renewed 
discusi^ion  of  the  subject. 

The  Undersigned,  &c., 

(Signed)  EDWARD  EVERETT. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  284. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  24,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  yesterday's  date,  I  herewith  transmit 
to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  note  which  1  have  this  day  received  from 
Mr.  Everett,  United  States'  Minister  at  this  Court,  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
receipt  of  my  note  of  the  20th  instant  to  that  Minister,  upon  the  visitation  of 
vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  suspected  not  to  belong  to  that 
country. 

I  am,  &c. 
H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  fSigned)  ABERDEEN. 

8fc.        ^c. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  284. 
Mr.  Everett  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 


December  23, 1841. 

(See  No.  283.) 


No.  285. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office ^  December  24, 1841. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  23rd  instant,  I  herewith  transmit  to 
you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  Treaty,  adverted  to  in  my  note  of  the 
20th  instant  to  Mr.  Everett,  as  having  been  concluded  on  that  day  between  Great 
Britain,  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  for  the  suppression  of  the  African 
traffic  in  Slaves. 

I  am,  &c. 


H.  S.  Foa,  Esq.f 
Sfc.    Sfc.    Sfc. 


(Signed)        ABERDEEN. 


No.  286. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Foreign  Office^  December  27,  1841. 
Circular,  asking  for  all  Laws  upon  Slave  Trade. 
(See  No.  14.) 

No.  287. 

Mr.  Everett  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  December  27,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  December  28.) 

The  cases  of  American  vessels,  to  virhich  I  alluded  this  morning,  are  those 
of  the  "  Tigri^;*  "  Sea  Mew,''  "  Jones;'  and  ''  fVilliam  and  Francis:'  They 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  Lord  Palmerston  by  a  letter  of  my  predecessor  of 
the  16th  of  April  last,  accompanied  by  numerous  documents.  I  earnestly  com- 
mend them  to  your  Lordship  s  attention,  in  the  full  persuasion  that  nothing  would 
contribute  so  much  to  allay  Hie  excitement  caused  in  the  United  States  by  these 
seizures  in  the  African  seas,  nor  prepare  so  effectually  for  a  final  and  satisfac- 
tory adjustment  of  the  controversy,  as  that  prompt  and  ample  reparation  where 
error  has  been  committed,  and  any  American  vessel  has  suffered  loss  and  in- 
jury, ¥^hich  is  promised  in  your  lordship's  note  of  the  20th  instant. 


The  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T., 
Sfc.        Sfc.        8fc. 


I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  EDWARD  EVERETT, 


No.  288. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Everett. 
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"  Jones,''  and  the  "  William  and  Francis,''  brought  to  the  notice  of  Viscount 
Palmerston  by  a  letter  of  the  16th  of  April  last,  from  your  predecessor,  Mr. 
Stevenson. 

I  have  to  acquaint  you  that,  on  the  31st  of  August  last,  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty were  moved  by  Lord  Palmerston  to  institute  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  alle- 
gations made  against  Her  Majesty's  officers  in  these  cases,  and  to  report  to  this 
office  the  result. 

The  result  of  that  inquiry  has  not  yet  been  received ;  but  I  have  directed 
that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  should  be  reminded  of  the  desire  already  intimated, 
and  be  moved  to  transmit  to  this  Office,  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  information  they 
may  be  enabled  to  procure  upon  the  subject. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  is  very  desirous  to  give  to  the  United  States'  Go- 
vernment, with  the  least  possible  delay,  an  answer  upon  these  and  any  other 
cases  which  may  require  explanation. 

But  upon  reference  to  Mr.  Stevenson's  note,  and  to  the  documents  which 
accompanied  it,  you  will  perceive  that  the  inquiry  may  naturally  be  expected  to 
occupy  a  considerable  time,  since  the  transactions  referred  to  in  that  note  are 
said  to  have  occurred  at  various  and  very  distant  places. 

No  time  will  be  lost  in  obtaining  all  the  details  which  can  be  procured,  and 
as  soon  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  shall  have  received  the  necessary  in- 
formation, I  «hall  have  the  honour  to  address  you  again  upon  the  subject 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

Edward  Everetty  Esq., 
Sfc.       Sfc.      Sfc. 


No.  289. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  December  31,  1841. 

With  reference  to  my  previous  Despatch  to  you,  containing  copies  of 
correspondence  respecting  the  visitation  of  vessels  bearing  the  United  States' 
flag,  and  suspected  of  Slave  Trade,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  your  informa- 
tion, the  copies  of  two  letters  which  have  passed  between  Mr.  Everett  and  my- 
self since  the  date  of  my  last  Despatch  to  you  upon  this  subject. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

H.  S.  Foofy  Esq., 
8fc.    8fc.    Sfc. 


Enclosures  in  No.  289. 

1.  Mr.  Everett  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  December  27,  1841. 

2.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Everett,  December  31,  1841. 

(See  Nos.  287  and  288.) 
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No.  290. 

Mr.  Consul  Buchanan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty* 9  Consulate,  New  York,  December  15,  1S40. 
My  Ijoro,  (Received  January  19,  1841.) 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordship's  Letter,  transmttti^ 
two  series  of  papers  relating  to  the  Slave  Trade  which  had  been  presented  to 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  during  the  last  session,  which  shall  be  preserved  in 
this  office. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  BUCHANAN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
8fc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  291. 

Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Mr.  Bidwell. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate,  Boston,  December  31,  1840. 
Sir,  (Received  January  19,  1841.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  morning  the  American 
brig  "  Tigris/*  of  Salem,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  arrived  at  that  port  from 
the  coast  of  Africa,  sent  to  this  country  under  the  command  of  Midshipman 
Jackson,  of  Her  Majesty's  bri^  **  Waterwitch,''  Lieutenant  Matson,  Commander^ 
having  been  captured  by  the  Tatter  officer,  under  the  charge  of  having  one  negro 
slave,  a  boy  named  Teme,  on  board. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Matson  to  Mr.  Fox, 
Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  containing  various  documents  relative 
to  the  case ;  all  of  which  I  have  forwarded,  with  a  letter  from  myself,  requesting 
Mr.  Fox's  instructions  f9r  my  ^idance. 

'  In  the  mean  time  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Jackson,  on  behalf  of  the  captors,  has 
been  duly  lodged  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  in  this  city ;  the 
judge  has  issued  a  warrant  of  arrest  against  the  "  Tigris,"  and  for  the  bringing 
up  and  exahiination  of  the  master ;  and  I  have  put  the  case  into  the  hands  of 
counsel,  to  take  all  measures  proper  in  the  interests  of  the  captors.  I  shall  for- 
ward the  men  composing  the  prize-crew,  and  belonging  to  the  "  Waterwitch," 
by  the  ^*  Caledonia  "  steamer  to  Liverpool,  and  will  afford  every  assistance  in  my 
power  to  Midshipman  Jackson. 

I  have  &c, 
Jno.  Bidwell,  Esq.,  (Signed)     '        T.  C.  GRATTAN. 

SfC.        8fc. 

No.  292. 

Lord  Leveson  to  Mr.  Consul  Grattan. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  February  8,  1841. 

1  AM  directed  by  Viscount  Palmerston  to  acquaint  you  that  your  letter  of 
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Advocate  having  been  received*  I  have  now  received  directions  from  Lord  Pal- 
merston  to  instruct  you  to  discontinue  the  proceedings  commenced  by  you  in 
behalf  of  the  captors  of  the  ''  TigrU  ;'*  and  to  leave  the  American  authorities  to 
pursue  such  course  as  they  may  deem  advisable  in  the  case. 

I  BXOf  &c. 
T.  a  Grattan,  E^.,  (Signed)  I^VESON. 

<|C.  Sf€. 


No.  293. 

Mr.  Consul  Buchanan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty^ s  Consulate,  New  York,  January  15,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  February  15.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state  that  the  decision  as  to  the  schooner  **  Catke- 
rtne^  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  August,  1840,  has  been  set  aside,  and 
the  vessel  condemned  :  a  report  of  such  decision  by  Judge  Thompson  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  U.C.B.y 
8fc.  8fc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  293. 


Judge  Thompson's  Opinon  in  the  Case  of  the  "  Catherine.'' 
United  States  versus  Schooner  "  Catherine." 

This  case  comes  up  on  appeal  from  the  District  Court  for  the  Southern 
District  of  New  York.  The  proceeding  in  the  Court  below  was  for  an  alleged 
forfeiture  of  the  vessel  for  a  violation  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  10th  May, 
1800  [[3  vol.  L.U.S.,  382]],  which  declares  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  or  other  person  residing  within  the  United  States,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  hold  or  have  any  right  or  property  in  any  vessel  employed  or 
made  use  of  in  the  transportation  or  carrying  of  slaves  from  one  foreign  country 
or  place  to  another.  And  any  right  or  property,  belonging  as  aforesaKl,  shall  be 
forfeited. 

The  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Morris  [14  Peters  473], 
have  given  a  construction  to  the  term  employed  as  here  used  in  this  Act.  The 
question,  say  the  Court,  in  this  case  is  whether  a  vessel,  on  her  outward  voyage  to 
the  coast  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board  a  cargo  of  slaves,  is 
*^  employed  or  made  use  of"  in  the  transportation  or  carrying  of  slaves  from  one 
foreign  country  or  place  to  another,  before  any  slaves  are  received  on  board  ? 
To  be  "  employed,**  say  the  Court,  in  anything,  means  not  only  the  act  of  doing 
it,  but  also  to  be  engaged  to  do  it,  to  be  under  contract  or  orders  to  do  it.  And 
this  is  not  only  the  ordinary  meaning  of  the  word,  but  has  frequently  been  used, 
and  in  that  sense,  in  other  Acts  of  Congress.  That  the  vessel  in  question  was 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  slaves  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Congress, 
if  she  was  sailing  on  her  outward  voyage  to  the  African  coast  in  order  to  take 
them  on  board  to  be  transported  to  another  foreign  country. 

That  the  "  Catherine  "  was  an  American  vessel,  sailing  under  the  American 
flag  and  documented  as  an  American  vessel,  is  not  denied.  And  the  claimant^ 
Charles  Tyng,  who  interposes  his  claim  as  owner,  was  an  American  citizen. 
This  would  seem  to  bring  the  case  directly  within  the  prohibition  in  the  Act, 
and  subject  the  vessel  to  forfeiture.  And,  indeed,  the  District  Judge  in  the  Court 
below  declares  that  he  should  have  no  difficulty,  upon  a  careful  review  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances,  in  deciding  that  the  charge  of  the  libel  had  been  fully 
sustained  against  the  vessel,  if  the  charter-party  and  her  outfit  and  the  proceed 
ingfi  under  it  were  the  controlling  facts  in  the  case.  That  the  pertinency  and 
weight  of  a  similar  class  of  facts  and  circumstances  were  fully  considered  by  the 
Court  in  the  case  of  the  **  Butterfly ^'^  recently  decided  in  this  Court,  where  the 
vessel  was  condemned.  And  the  learned  Judge  adds,  that  some  particulars  exist 
here  which  would  probably  be  regarded  as  rendering  the  inferences  and  pre- 
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sumptions  there  adopted  and  recognised  still  more  direct  and  conclusive ;  but  that 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  enterprise  assumed  a  new  character,  subsequent  to  the 
execution  of  the  charter-party.  That  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  inhibiting  an 
American  vessel  from  carrying  any  description  of  cargo  to  the  coast  of  Africa. 
She  may  be  legitimately  let  on  freight  or  chartered  for  such  a  voyage.  If  every- 
thing she  undertakes  to  do^  as  a  vessel  of  the  United  States,  be  to  carry  out  and 
deliver  a  cargo,  she  would  not,  in  fulfilling  such  an  engagement,  come  within  the 
prohibitory  enactments  of  the  statute.  The  statute  reaches  her  only  when  the 
evidence  shows  her  outward  voyage  is  only  in  part  fulfilment  of  her  employment 
as  an  American  vessel,  which  is  to  be  continued  and  consummated  by  transport- 
ing slaves  into  some  other  foreign  country. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  give  a  construction  to  this  Act  which  will  interdict  an 
American  vessel  from  carrying  out  a  cargo  and  delivering  it  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  if  unconnected  with  the  subsequent  employment  of  the  vessel  in  the 
transportation  of  slaves.  But  I  am  not  prepared  to  adroit  that  such  subsequent 
employment  must  be  in  the  character  of  an  American  vessel,  in  order  to  bring 
her  within  the  prohibition  in  the  Act.  If  the  circumstances  are  such  as  to 
warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  outward  voyage  under  the  American  character 
and  ownership  was  planned  and  undertaken  with  a  view  and  under  an  arrange- 
ment that  the  owership  and  character  were  to  be  changed  on  the  arrival  of  the 
vessel  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  there  to  be  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
slaves,  such  vessel  would  clearly  come  within  the  mischief,  and  I  think  within  the 
true  intent  and  meaning,  of  the  Act  of  Congress. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a  bondfde  sale  of  a  vessel  to  be  delivered  at 
any  given  place  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  unconnected  with  the  ulterior  employ- 
ment of  the  vessel,  and  not  in  aid  of  an  employment  in  the  transportation  of  slaves^ 
would  not  subject  her  to  forfeiture  within  this  Act  of  Congress.  But  where  the 
voyage  is  commenced  and  prosecuted  under  strong  and  suspicious  circumstances, 
laden  wilh  a  cargo  and  accompanied  with  preparations  that  ^re  usually  employed 
in  voyages  of  this  description,  it  imposes  no  unreasonable  hardship  upon  a  party 
to  call  upon  him  to  explain  and  remove  such  suspicious  circumstances.  If  the 
adventure  is  innocent,  it  may  easily  be  shown  to  be  so. 

The  language  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  the  "  Josef  a  Segunda*' 
[[5  Wheat.,  356]],  is  very  strong  on  this  point.  In  the  execution  of  these  laws 
(the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade),  no  vigilance  can  be  excessive,  and  restitu- 
tion ought  never  to  be  made  but  in  cases  which  are  purged  of  every  intentional 
violation,  by  proofs  the  most  clear,  the  most  explicit  aud  unequivocal. 

But  let  us  look  a  little  at  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  and  see  whether  they, 
are  not  such  as  call  upon  the  party  to  give  a  more  satisfactory  explanation. 

The  claimant,  Charles  Tyng,  alleges  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  tfnited  States, 
residing  in  the  Havana  since  the  year  1837,  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  a 
ship-broker  and  commission  agent  That  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  May, 
1839,  the  schooner  "  Catherine"  an  American  vessel,  arrived  at  the  Havana, 

under  the  command  of Wedge,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  applied 

to  him  and  represented  that  he  was  authorised  by  R.  W.  Allen  and  John  Hen- 
derson, citizens  of  Baltimore  and  owners  of  the  "  Catherine,''  to  effect  a  sale 
thereof,  and  employed  him  for  that  purpose.  That  he  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
sale  to  the  house  of  Don  Pedro  Martinez  and  Co. ;  which  sale,  however,  owing 
to  some  misunderstanding,  fell  through.  He,  however,  feeling  confident  that 
the  bargain  would  be  consummated,  had  advanced  the  purchase-money  to  Wedge, 
and  he  had  returned  to  Philadelphia,  after  having  made  him  his  substitute  under 
the  letter  of  attorney  from  Allen  and  Henderson.  He  afterwards  effected  a  sale 
of  the  vessel  to  Don  Tiran  of  Havana ;  but  had  previously  chartered  her  to  one 
Thrasher,  who  agreed  so  to  modify  his  charter-party  as  to  meet  the  terms  of 
sale  to  Don  Tiran.  Under  these  circumstances  the  ''  Catherine''  sailed  from 
the  Havana,  on  her  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  was  captured  by  the 
"  Dolphin,"  a  British  armed  vessel,  and  brought  into  the  port  of  New  York. 

These  are  the  general  outlines  of  the  case.     But  a  more  particular  examina- 
tion of  the  various  circumstances  is  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of 
the  transaction. 
__  It  IS  proper,  in  the  first  place,  to  notice  that,  although  the  claimant,  Charles 
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His  sale  to  Tiran  bears  date  the  2dth  June,  1839,  and  was  for  the  consi- 
deration of  10,000  dollars^  provided  the  vessel  was  delivered  to  him  at  the  port . 
of  Bona^  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  October ;  part  of  the 
purchase-money  was  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  the  balance  on  receiving  satis- 
factory evidence  of  the  delivery  of  the  vessel  at  Bona ;  the  said  Charles  Tyng 
being  left  at  liberty  to  load  or  charter  the  vessel  until  her  delivery  at  Bona. 
The  money  advanced  to  be  refunded  to  Tiran,  in  case  of  failure  to  deliver  the 
vessel  at  Bona  on  or  before  the  1st  of  October. 

The  vessel  having  been  captured  before  her  arrival  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
the  sale  and  transfer  of  the  property  in  the  vessel  was  never  consummated,  but 
remained  in  the  original  owner,  and  whether  that  ownership  was  in  the  house 
in  Baltimore  or  in  Tyng  is  immaterial,  though  Tyng  asserts  himself  to  be 
the  owner,  and  must  be  dealt  with  as  such.  He  was  the  owner  on  her  outward 
voyage,  and  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  If  he  was  such  owner,  and  the  vessel 
was  employed  in  the  transportation  of  slaves,  according  to  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Morris,  how  does  the  Act  of 
Congress  aflfect  his  interest  in  the  vessel  ?  It  declares  that  it  shall  be  unlawful 
for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  hold  or  have  any 
right  or  property  in  any  vessel  employed  or  made  use  of  in  the  carrying  or 
transportation  of  slaves  from  one  foreign  country  or  place  to  another ;  and  any 
right  or  property  belonging  as  aforesaid  shall  be  forfeited.  The  forfeiture 
attached  upon  the  violation  of  the  prohibition ;  and  that  violation  occurred 
the  instant  the  vessel  was  employed  in  the  transportation  of  slaves,  or,  in  other 
words,  at  the  commencement  of  the  voyage,  if  such  voyage  was  prosecuted  with 
the  view  and  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  slaves  from  one  foreign  country  or 
place  to  another  foreign  country  or  place.  That  such  was  the  purpose  for  which 
this  vessel  was  purchased  by  Tiran,  and  was  proceeding  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
admits  of  but  little  doubt.  It  was  intimated  on  the  argument,  that  there  was  no 
such  place  as  Bona  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  where  the  Slave  Trade  is  carried 
on.  And  if  the  vessel  was  to  be  delivered  at  Bona,  on  the  coast  of  Algiers,  it 
afforded  no  grounds  of  suspicion.  But  this  suggestion  was  so  utterly  improbable, 
that  it  was  not  pressed,  and  is  entitled  to  no  consideration.  That  there  is  such  a 
place  as  Bona  (as  known  and  understood  by  the  parties)  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt. 

The  charter-party,  entered  into  between  the  claimant  and  Thrasher,  bears  date 
on  the  15th  day  of  June,  1839,  for  a  voyage  from  Havana  to  Isle  of  Principe,  or 
other  port  or  ports  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  the  agent  of  the  charterer  may  direct. 
The  charterer  to  provide  a  crew,  and  furnish  them  with  all  necessary  provisions,  &c., 
for  their  maintenance  during  the  voyage,  and  to  pay  all  port  charges.  The  char- 
terer to  pay  300  dollars  per  month,  for  eight  months ;  and  if  the  vessel  should  be 
at  sea  at  the  expiration  of  said  term,  the  charter-party  to  continue  until  her  arrival 
and  the  cargo  shall  be  discharged. 

The  charterer  gave  to  Captain  Peterson,  the  master  of  the  vessel,  instructions 
to  proceed  to  the  Isle  of  Principe,  and  on  his  arrival  there  to  consign  the  vessel 
and  cargo  to  Joseph  Pereyra,  and  deliver  to  him  the  certified  invoice  enclosed  in 
the  letter  of  instructions,  and  giving  him  directions  implicitly  to  obey  the  instruc- 
tions of  Pereyra.  And,  in  his  letter  of  instructions,  he  says,  "  A  number  of  persons 
having  applied  to  me  for  passage  out  in  the  schooner,  I  have  consented ;  but  you 
will  take  care  that  their  passports  are  in  order,  and  that  there  are  no  circum- 
stances attending  them  which  will  be  likely  to  bring  you  into  the  least  difficulty." 
Pereyra,  the  consignee  of  the  charter,  was  at  Havana,  and  went  out  as  supercargo. 
It  appears  from  the  deposition  of  Robert  N.  Dundas,  mate  of  the  *'  Dolphin,'' 
that,  when  the  **  Catherine "  was  captured,  the  witness  demanded  of  the  captain 
his  papers,  and  a  number  were  delivered  up,  which  are  unimportant  to  be  noticed 
here.  Soon  after  Lieutenant  Holland  came  on  board  the  "  Catherine,*'  and 
Captain  Peterson  was  searched,  and  there  was  found  concealed  on '  his  person  a 
certain  paper,  which  among  the  exhibits  is  marked  No.  33,  and  which  will  be 
hereafter  noticed.  From  this  deposition  of  the  mate,  it  appears  that  the  crew  of 
the  "  Catherine^  consisted  of  eight  persons  with  American  protections,  including 
the  captain,  and  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  foreigners,  mostly  Spanish  and  Por- 
tuguese. That  six  or  eight  men  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  navigate  the 
''  Catherine  "  in  a  lawful  trade.  That  there  was  found  on  board  a  larger  boiler, 
or  cooking  apparatus,  sufficiently  large  to  have  cooked  for  three  hundr^  people  ; 
a  quantity  of  lumber,  which  was  prepared  and  numbered  for  laying  a  slave  deck. 
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and  would  easily  have  been  put  up,  as  a  slave  deck,  in  a  few  hours  after  the  eai*go 
was  discharged.  A  number  of  leaguers  were  found  on  board,  some  tnade  up  rad 
some  in  shooks ;  about  nine  were  made  up,  and  materials  for  atKHit  six  nore. 
Each  would  contain  five  or  six  hundred  gallons.  There  were  found  on  board  abovl 
five  hundred  and  seventy  wooden  spoons,  similar  to  those  used  in  irfave  vesself. 
There  were  thirty-eight  large  tin  dishes,  and  a  number  of  small  ones.  That  the 
equipments  above-mentioned  are  such  as  are  usually  found  on  board  of  slave 
vessels,  and  he  has  never  seen  them  elsewhere.  They  found  no  irons^  but  iSb^ej 
are  generally  concealed  in  the  lower  part  of  the  vessel.  And  from  the  evidence 
taken  in  this  Court  upon  the  appeal,  it  appears  that  two  bags  of  iron  niaiiacles 
were  found  concealed  under  the  cargo ;  one  was  counted,  and  contained  sevenl]^ 
five,  and  the  other  appeared  to  be  about  the  same  size.  The  mate  further  testi- 
fied that  the  *'  Catherine  "  was  captured  three  or  four  miles  from  Cape  St.  Paurs. 
That  the  cargo  found  on  board  was  such  a  one  as  an  honest  trader  woald  not  have 
on  board  trading  with  the  coast  of  Africa^  and  it  was  also  such  a  one  as  a  slarver 
would  have  on  board.  That  the  lumber  and  large  boiler  would  excite  suspicion. 
The  document  before  referred  to,  which  was  found  on  the  person  of  her  RNeter^ 
although  without  date  or  signature,  is  deserving  of  notice.  It  is  as  follows : — 
*•  The  main  thing  for  you  to  do  on  this  voyage  is  to  be  ready,  in  case  you  are 
boarded  by  a  man-of-war,  to  show  your  log-book,  which  must  be  regularly  kept 
from  the  time  you  leave  here,  your  ship's  papers,  your  diarter-party  for  the 
voyage,  your  ship's  roll  and  instructions ;  and  you  are  in  that  event  to  take  alt 
command  with  your  American  sailors  according  to  your  roll — alHhe  etken  are 
to  be  passengers.  You  are  to  be  very  careful  that,  in  case  of  any  cross-questions, 
you  do  not  commit  yourself,  but  always  stick  to  the  same  story.  When  the  vessel 
is  discharged,  you  must  at  once  cut  your  register  in  two  pieces  ;  one  pieee  jcm 
must  enclose  direct,  and  send  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Wilson  and  Co.,  BaltinHxe;  the 
other  piece  you  will  bring  with  you,  and  give  to  me  when  you  rc^m  here.  Yon 
must  be  very  particular  about  that,  and  do  not  let  any  time  pass  after  the  cargo 
is  out  before  you  cut  the  register  in  two  pieces,  and  be  careful  to  keep  then 
separate.  Throw  one  piece  overboard,  if  you  are  obliged  to,  by  being  boarded  by 
a  man-of-war." 

It  is  not  very  certain  from  whom  this  document  emanated.  It  must  have  been 
from  some  person  having  an  interest  in  the  vessel  or  in  the  voyage,  and  most 
probably  from  either  Thrasher,  the  charterer,  or  Tiran,  the  conditional  purchaser. 
The  language  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  register  would  seem  more  appropriately 
to  come  from  Tiran,  who  was  to  become  the  owner.  But,  from  whomsoever  it 
came,  being  found  on  board  the  vessel,  and  forcibly  taken  from  the  master,  it  was 
a  document  connected  with  the  voyage,  and  bears  evident  marks  of  suspicion  that 
the  adventure  was  not  in  reality  what  it  purported  ostensibly  to  be,  a  fahr  and 
legal  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  If  so,  no  disguise  was  necessary.  The 
directions,  in  case  of  being  boarded  by  a  man-of-war,  to  take  all  command 
with  the  American  sailors,  €md  all  the  others  to  be  passengers^  show  that  they 
were  not  in  reality  passengers,  but  connected  with  the  vessel,  and  were  to  assume 
the  character  of  passengers  as  a  disguise.  It  is,  in  the  first  place,  highly  impro- 
bable that  any  persons  should  be  going  out  to  that  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa  bb 
mere  passengers.  But.  considering  them  connected  with  the  ulterior  employmeBC 
of  the  vessel  in  the  transportation  of  slaves,  their  being  on  board  h  easUy  ae* 
counted  for.  When  a  cargo  of  slaves  vtbs  taken  on  board,  it  would  require  tte 
vessel  to  be  manned  1^  a  greater  number  than  would  be  required  for  the  mere 
navigation  of  the  vessel. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  proofs  in  this  case,  I  am  satisfied  that  this 
vessel  was  chartered,  fitted  out,  and  laden  at  Havana,  with  intent  to  be  employed 
Ml  the  Slave  Trade,  prohibited  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  May,  1800; 
and  the  circumstances  connected  with  and  attending  the  outward  voyage^  is 
my  judgment,  lead  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  arrangement  made 
vrith  respect  to  the  conditional  sale  of  the  vessel,  and  the  delivery  of  the  pos- 
session at  Bona,  was  a  part  of  the  contrivance  to  avoid  the  interruption  of  the 
adventure  by  capture.  If  this  was  a  real  and  bend  fide  sale  of  the  "  Catheriney  ' 
it  is  a  little  remarkable  that  no  person  is  designated  to  whom  possession  was  \o 
be  giyen  at  Bona.  Tiran,  the  purchaser,  was  in  Havana,  and  would  not  himsdf 
take  the  possession.  It  appears,  from  the  letter  of  instructions  to  Captain  Peter- 
son, by  Thrasher,  the  charterer,  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  to  be  consigned  to 
Pereyra,  who  went  out  as  supercargo.    But  there  is  nothing  showing  any  eon* 
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BectioD  between  him  and  Tiran.  If  the  outward  voyage  of  this  vessel  to  the 
aoast  of  Africa  was  uacoanected  with  the  subsequent  employment  of  the  vessel 
in  the  transportation  of  slaves,  it  certainly  requires  explauatiovi  why  she  was 
•o  peculiarly  fitted  in  every  respect  for  the  transportation  of  slaves.  And, 
unexplained,  they  lead  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole  was  one 
connected  scheme  to  send  out  this  vessel  to  be  employed  in  the  transportation 
•f  slaves. 

If  this  was  a  ooacerted  plan  bd:ween  Thrasher  and  Tiran,  in  the  purchase 
and  charter  of  the  vessel,  the  more  easily  to  elude  captare  and  condemnation^ 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  Tyng,  the  claimant,  could  have  been  ignorant  of 
the  object  and  purpose  for  which  this  arrangement  was  made,  and  be  must 
therefore  be  considered  a  party  to  it,  and  the  whole  must  be  taken  to  be  one 
continuous  enterprise.  And  if  so,  the  mere  change  of  property  in  the  vessel, 
after  her  arrival  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  could  not  legalise  the  transaction. 

The  penalty  was  incurred  and  the  forfeiture  attached  from  the  very  inception 
of  the  voyage^  if  it  was  commenced  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board  and 
transporting  slaves.  It  is  true  that  the  penalty  of  this  Act  of  Congress  is  levelled 
agsmeist  American  propwty  employed  in  the  manner  prohibited  ;  but  I  cannot 
tmnk  that  the  confiscation  is  limited  to  the  American  interest  at  the  time  she 
li  engtugtd  in^he  actual  transportation  of  daves.  If  such  is  the  construction  to 
be  given  to  this  Act,  it  may  be  evaded  with  the  utmost  £8icility  in  every  case. 
I  cannot  yield  to  the  coDstruction,  that  the  whole  adventure  must  be  performed 
whilst  the  vessel  retains  her  American  character  and  ownership.  Where  the 
change  of  ownership  in  a  part  of  the  scheme,  the  forfeiture  attaches  upon  all 
kitorests  coooemed.  The  vessel  becomes  tainted  with  the  offence,  wherever 
she  may  go,  or  into  whatever  hinds  ^he  may  fall.  The  ownership  of  this  vessel 
en  her  ontward  voyage  was  certainly  American.  The  transfer  of  the  title  never 
did  take  place,  the  vessel  nev^  having  arrived  at  Bona.  The  American  interest 
was  therefore  forfeited  within  the  express  terms  of  the  law.  And  if  the  arrange- 
ment made  with  Tiran^  the  purchaser,  was  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  penalty 
ef  Mir  law,  he  cannot  claim  any  protection  of  his  interest  in  the  vessel  in  the 
courts  of  this  country. 

I  am  accordingly  of  opinion  that  the  vessd  became  forfeited  under  the  Act 
of  Congress,  and  that  the  decree  of  the  District  Court  must  be  reversed,  and  a 
diecree  of  condemnation  entered. 

Under  the  view  of  the  case  taken  by  the  District  Judge,  it  did  not  beconM 
necesnary  to  pass  upon  the  qoestion  whether  the  claimant,  Tyng,  has  shown  a 
lien  in  respect  to  his  advances  to  the  owner,  which  would  be  protected  in  case 
of  condemnation  of  the  vessel.  But  although,  according  to  my  view  of  the  case;, 
a  decree  of  condemnation  has  passed  against  the  vessel,  I  cannot  conceive  on 
what  grounds  the  dbimant  can  be  entitled  to  his  claim  for  advances.  His  whole 
claim  rests  upon  his  setting  himself  up  as  the  sole  owner  of  the  vessel,  which 
has  been  thrown  upon  him  by  her  former  owners,  by  reason  of  the  first  sale 
made  by  him  to  Martinez  and  Co. ;  the  purchase  money  having  been  paid  over 
by  him  to  t^en.  It  is  the  interest,  therefore,  of  the  claimant  which  has  been 
ndlodged  forfeited ;  and  a  decree  in  his  favour  £or  the  advance  made  by  hn», 
wWch  was  the  whole  purdiase  money,  would  be  directly  repugnant  to  the  decree 
ef  condemnation.  The  ground  upon  which  condemnation  has  been  pronounced 
in,  that  he  was  an  offending  party,  and  implicated  in  the  whole  arrangenaent 
made  touching  the  adventure.  And  if  so,  be  comes  with  an  ill  grace  to  ask  fior 
the  protection  of  his  interest,  after  being  defeated  in  bis  illegal  undertaking. 

Nor  do  I  see  how  the  seamen's  claim  for  wages  can  be  sustained  as  a  lien 
upon  the  vessel,  aocordhig  to  the  view  taken  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  law, 
in  the  case  of  the  United  States  tr.  Morris.  Although  they  have  in  their  claim 
denied  having  any  knowledge  that  the  vessel  was  to  be  en^ged  in  any  unlawful 
enterprise^  yet  nothing  has  been  shown  by  them  in  any  manner  supportmg  this 
denial.  And  the  circumstances  disclosed  certainly  show  a  primd  facie  ease 
leading  to  a  contrary  conclusion.  The  two  seamen  who  have  petitioned  for  an 
aUnwnnee  of  their  wages  are  William  Michael  and  James  Foxcroft.  I  do  not 
find  their  nanties  on  the  crew  list  or  in  the  shipping  articles.  But  assuming  them 
tn  have  been  a  part  of  the  crew,  they  must  have  known  that  the  vessel  was  going 
G^  a  voyMe  to  the  coast  of  AfKca.  There  is  no  pretence  of  any  misrepresenta- 
tion to  them  in  thin  respect  The  shipping  articles  describe  the  voyage  to  be 
frrat  Havana  to  the  Isle  cf  I^incipe,  cir  to  trade  to  other  ports  on  the  West  Coast 
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of  Africa,  and  for  a  voyage  not  to  exceed  eight  months.  No  mention  is  made 
of  a  return  of  the  vessel  to  Havana  or  elsewhere.  But  from  any  thin^  appearing 
on  the  face  of  the  articles  to  the  contrary^  their  services  were  to  termmate  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  they  left  there,  or  that  they  expected  to  be  retained  on  board 
the  vessel  in  whatever  service  she  might  be  engaged  at  the  end  of  the  eight 
months.  This  latter  expectation  was  most  likely  what  they  hoped  to  realise. 
And  this  affords  very  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  they  understood,  or  had 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  vessel  was  to  be  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
slaves :  and  if  so,  they  were  guilty  of  a  criminal  offence,  within  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress now  under  consideration. 

Their  claim  for  wages  must  accordingly  be  denied. 


No.  294. 

Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty^ s  Consulate^  Boston,  January  31,  1841. 
(Extract.)  {Received  February  16.) 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  reporting,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  to  the  Superinten<knt 
of  the  Consular  Service,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  the  arrival  at  Sakm^  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts^  of  the  American  brig  ''  Tigris,''  of  that  port,  sent 
hither  from  the  coast  of  Africa  by  Lieutenant  Matson,  commanding  Her  Majesty's 
brig  **  Waterwitch,"  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Henry  Stanley  Jackson,  midship- 
man of  the  latter  vessel.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Matson  to  Mr.  Fox,  enclosing  copies 
of  the  documents  connected  with  the  case,  was  forwarded  by  me  to  Washington, 
and  I  have  kept  Mr.  Fox  informed  of  the  proceedings  which  have  taken  plaee 
here,  by  my  letters  of  December  31,  January  18,  23,  and  29. 

This  case  of  the  *'  Tigris  "  is  of  great  importance,  opening  a  wide  field  for  dis- 
cussion on  questions  of  international  law  and  personal  responsibility.  It  may 
lead  to  much  diplomatic  correspondence  and  legal  examination.  It  may  force  on 
a  decision  as  to  the  true  construction  of  the  legislative  enactments  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  will  be  the  means  of  testing  the  sincerity 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  all  that  it  has  said  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  of  try- 
ing the  true  bearing  of  public  opinion  regarding  it  in  this  country.  Mr.  Matson 
and  Mr.  Jackson  have  no  doubt  communicated  to  the  Admiralty  the  circumstances 
of  the  particular  case  at  issue;  but  I,  nevertheless,  think  it  advisaUe  briefly  to 
state  to  your  Lordship  the  facts  from  first  to  last. 

On  the  7th  of  October  last,  Lieutenant  Matson,  cruising  in  the  *^  Waterwitch," 
off  the  coast  of  Africa,  having  received  information  that  the  ''  Tigris,*'  then  at 
anchor  off  Ambrise^  had  a  negro  slave  boy  on  board  under  suspicious  circum- 
stances^ he  boarded  the  vessel  and  after  a  course  of  preliminary  inquiry  detailed 
in  his  letter  (Enclosure  No.  1),  he  sent  her  to  this  country  under  charge  of  Mid- 
shipman Jackson,  as  before  stated. 

Mr.  Jackson's  orders  were  to  take  the  brig  to  Boston.  The  state  of  the  weather 
obliged  him  to  make  the  harbour  of  Salem ;  and  thus  the  vessel  was  brought 
back  to  the  port  whence  she  had  sailed,  with  as  little  inconvenience  as  possible, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  the  owners^  Messrs.  Brookhouse  and  Hunt,  of  that 
place,  and  none  at  all  to  the  master  or  the  crew^  who .  were,  with  one  exception^ 
as  far  as  I  can  learn,  natives  of  the  town. 

The  '\  Tigris''  was  navigated  on  her  homeward  voyage  by  a  crew  of  seven  men 
and  a  boy  belonging  to  the  "  Waterwitch,"  under  Mr.  Jackson*s  orders.  The 
.master,  mate,  and  seven  men,  forming  the  original  crew  of  the  ''  Tigris"  came 
home  in  her,  it  may  be  said  as  passengers.  They  were  nominally  under  a  certain 
degree  of  restraint,  but  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  prisoners,  for  no  arms  of  any 
kind  except  Mr.  Jackson's  sword  were  permitted  to  be  taken  on  board  by  Mr.  Mat- 
son  ;  and  from  the  moment  the  brig  arrived .  at  Salem,  the  crew  were  at  per&ct 
liberty. 

The  voypge  was  a  tedions  and  somewhat  perilous  one.  The  ship  was  old  and 
leaky ;  and  Mr.  Jackson  had  great  difficulty  in  managing  the  American  crew  of 
the  '*  Tigris,"  who  were  naturally  ill-disposed  towards  him ;  so  much  so.that  one 
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I  must  here  take  occasion  to  remark  that  the  conduct  of  this  officer  throughout 
this  arduous  service,  and  during  the  proceedings  which  have  taken  place  here^ 
appears  to  me  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  him,  and  to  entitle  him 
to  the  most  favourable  recommendation  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  Jackson  arrived  with  the  **  Tigris''  at  Salem  on  the  morning  of  Decem- 
ber 30.  He  immediately  came  to  Boston,  and  called  upon  me  according  to  the 
orders  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Matson,  and  without  delay  put  himself  into 
communication  with  Mr.  E.  Smith,  the  Deputy  District  Attorney  of  this  State, 
formally  giving  up  the  custody  of  the  vessel  into  his  hands.  The  Marshal  of  the 
District  Court  accordingly  took  possession  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  Summonses 
vrere  immediately  issued  for  the  appearance  of  the  captain  and  crew  before 
Judge  Davis ;  and  they  were  twice  examined  in  open  court,  on  January  Ist  and 
January  9th,  Mr.  Jackson  giving  his  testimony,  and  the  negro  boy  Heme  being 
present. 

The  enclosures  (Nos.  2  and  3)  give  the  details  of  these  examinations.  There 
is,  however,  an  error  in  the  report  on  one  point.  The  master  of  the  "  Tigris  '* 
was  required  to  find  sureties  in  the  sum  of  3000  dollars,  the.  mate  in  the  sum 
of  1500  dollars,  and  Mr.  Jackson  was  bound  over  in  his  own  recognisance  to 
the  amount  of  500  dollars,  to  appear  as  a  witness  for  the  United  States'  Go- 
vernment, on  the  criminal  prosecution  against  the  master  and  mate,  before  the 
Circuit  Court  to  be  held  at  Boston  on  the  15th  of  May  next. 

I  beg  to  observe  to  your  Lordship  that  up  to  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  I 
had  taken  no  part  beyond  sending  home  the  men  of  the  "  Waterwitch,"  sup* 
plying  Mr.  Jackson  with  money  for  his  personal  wants,  putting  him  in  commU"- 
nication  with  Messrs.  Sumner  and  Hilliard  as  counsel,  and  giving  minute  atten- 
tion to  what  was  going  on.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  affair  was  entirely 
between  Mr.  Matson,  the  owners  of  the  **  Tigris,^  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Jackson,  acting  for  Mr.  Matson  and  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  **  Waterwitch,**  was  now  advised  to  file  a  libel  against  the  "  Tigris'' 
and  her  cargo,  which  had  been  in  the  mean  time  returned  into  the  possession  of 
the  owners,  under  an  honorary  engagement  (which  I  have  no  doubt  has  been 
respected)  that  nothing  should  be  made  away  with  until  some  decision  should 
take  place  on  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  libel  being  filed  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Matson,  represented  by  Mr.  Jackson ;  the  District  Attorney,  Mr.  Mills, 
declining  to  file  it  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  being,  as  he  stated,  without 
any  advice  from  Washington  on  the  subject,  it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Jackson's 
counsel  to  file  the  libel  in  my  name ;  but  being  uninformed  of  Mr.  Fox's  opinion, 
and  considering  it  imprudent  at  present  to  take  a  step  that  might  seem  to  com- 
promise, more  or  less,  the  British  Government  in  a  measure  that  might  excite 
irritation  in  the  public  mind  of  this  country,  I  declined  the  proposal.  The  libel 
was  consequently  filed  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Matson  on  the  15th  instant ;  a  "  mo- 
nition ''  to  show  cause  was  issued  and  served  on  the  owners  of  the  vessel ;  and 
Monday,  the  25th  instant,  was  fixed  on  for  the  hearing  of  the  argument  before 
Judge  Davis,  in  the  Admiralty  side  of  the  District  Court 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  16th  instant,  at  six  o'clock,  Mr.  Jackson  was 
arrested  by  the  Deputy  Sheriff*  on  four  separate  actions  of  trespass,  brought 
against  him  by  as  many  sailors  of  the  ''  Tigris''  The  damages  in  each  action 
were  laid  at  1000  dollars,  the  return  of  the  writs  being  for  the  third  week  in 
March ;  and  the  cause  of  complaint,  an  alleged  trespass  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  for  having  with  eight  other  armed  men  boarded  the  '*  Tigris"  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  taken  the  complainants,  and  detained  them  twelve  days  on 
board  the  '*  Waterwitch,"  and  subsequently  transported  them  as  prisoners  to 
the  United  States.  The  object  of  this  proceeding  evidently  was,  that  Mr. 
Jackson  should  have  been  committed  to  jail,  from  the  improbability  of  his 
being  able  to  find  bail,  in  two  sureties,  each  for  4000  dollars,  as  required  by 
the  law.  The  Deputy  Sheriff",  however,  accepted  my  security  for  Mr.  Jackson's 
appearance  on  the  following  Monday,  on  my  signing  bail-bonds  to  the  amount 
of  4000  dollars. 

On  Monday,  the  18th,  I  caused  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  be  issued ;  arid  on 
Wednesday  morning,  the  20th,  (the  Deputy  Sheriff"  allowing  my  security  to 
continue  from  day  to  day,)  Mr!  Jackson  appeared  befdre  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  was  there  served  by  the  Deputy  Sheriff"  with  four  additional 
writs,  for  actions  of  trespass,  at  the  suit  of  the  captain,  mate,  and  two  others  of 
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the  crew  of  the  '^  TigrU;""  the  damages  being  laid  altogether  at  9000  dollars, 
making  a  total,  on  the  eight  actions,  of  13,000  dollars. 

From  the  complicated  aspect  of  these  proceedings  I  thought  it  neceasaffy 
to  engage  the  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  Mr.  Austin,  in  additioe  to  Mr. 
Jackson's  other  counsel.  I  had  previously  applied  to  Mr.  Mills,  the  District 
Attorney,  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  Court  for  Mr.  Jackson,  on  ihe  groiuMi 
of  his  being  detained  here  solely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  testimony  as  a 
witness,  bound  over  in  his  own  recognisance,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States' 
GovenHnent,  in  a  criminal  prosecutum  instituted  by  Mr.  Mills,  and  entitled  to 
the  lawal  amomtt  per  diem  paid  to  witnesses.  Mr.  Mills  declined  acceding 
to  By  proposal^  not  having,  he  said,  received  any  answer  to  his  communic»- 
tton  to  the  Attomey^-General  at  Washington.  The  au^losed  reports  of  tiie 
proceedings  before  the  Court  do  not  by  any  means  do  justice  to  the  forcible 
reasoning  of  the  Attorney-General,  while  demanding  the  discharge  of  Mr. 
Jackson. 

The  decision  of  the  Court  was  pronounced  the  following  OAoraing  by  Chief 
iuMice  Shaw.  He  refused  the  protection  of  the  Court  to  Mr.  Jackson  as  a 
witness;  not  finding,  as  be  stated,  any  precedent  to  authorize  his  doing  so ; 
he,  however,  reduced  the  required  amount  of  bail  one-half^  fixing  it  at  6S00 
dollars  on  the  eight  actions. 

This  decision  caused  ranch  surprise  to  many  oiihe  most  respectable  num^ 
bers  of  the  bar.  One  of  the  judges  forming  the  Court  (Judge  Putnam)  aufiio- 
rized  a  statement  in  one  of  me  public  papers,  expressing  his  dissent  from  it, 
and  his  opinion  that  Mr.  Jackson  was  entitled  to  his  discharge.  Several  gen- 
tlemen offered  to  become  his  bail ;  four  were  selected  by  the  Deputy  Sharif 
and  signed  the  bail-bonds^  those  I  had  executed  being  cancelled  and  delivered 
np  to  me. 

On  the  2dth,  26th,  27th,  and  29th  instant  the  question  of  filing  the  libel, 
and  issuing  process  against  the  **  Tigrm''  and  her  cai^o,  was  argued  at  great 
length  before  Judge  Davis,  by  Messrs.  Austm  and  Billiard  for  the  seieors,  and 
Messrs.  Choate  and  Perkins  for  the  owners.  I  regret  that  those  arguments 
baiw  not  been  yet  reported,  as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  your  Lordship  a 
satisfactory  abstract  of  them. 

The  immediate  questions  on  which  Judge  Davis  is  to  pronounce  his  deci- 
sion OB  Tnesday  next,  the  2nd  of  February,  are  : — 

Fir^.  Shall  Mr.  Matson  (represented  by  Mr.  Jackson)  be  allowed  to  file 
the  libel  against  the  vessel  and  cai^o? 

Second.  In  case  he  be  allowed  to  file  the  libel,  shall  he  be  required  to  sti- 
pulate (the  technical  phrase  for  finding  security)  for  the  respondents'  costs^ 
which  he  would  be  liable  to  pay  in  case  of  failure  of  the  prooeedings  instituted 
against  the  vessel  and  cargo  ? 

Third.  Shall  he  be  required  to  stipulate  for  damages^  to  be  proceeded  for 
by  the  respondents  (Messrs.  Brookhouse  and  Hunt),  in  case  of  failure  of  the 
proceedings  instituted  against  the  vessel  and  cargo  ? 

The  counsel  on  either  side  have  argued  those  questions  with  much  ability. 
I  cannot  anticipate  the  decision  of  the  Court,  but  I  presome  it  probable  that 
J«idge  Davis  will  sdlow  the  libel  to  be  filed,  requiring  Mr.  Jackson  to  stipulate 
for  the  respondents'  costs,  which  may  amount  to  500  dollars,  more  or  less.  To 
grant  the  respondents'  demand,  that  Mr.  Matson,  as  the  informer,  should  sti- 
pulate for  domagesy  unascertained  and  scarcely  to  be  calculated  with  any 
degree  of  precision,  would  be  to  quash  the  proceedings  altogether.  The  re- 
spondents would  no  doubt  lay  their  damages  at  an  excessive  amount,  for  which 
it  would  be  impossible  that  Mr.  Jackson  could  find  securities  in  this  place. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  294, 

Lieutenant  Matson  to  the  Secretary  or  Registrar  of  either  of  the  Circuit  Courts 

of  the  United  States. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty  s  brig  **  WaterwUch^' 
Sot,  of  Angola,  October  19, 1840. 

I  BkVE  tbe  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have  detained  and  sent  to  Bosixm 
the  American  brig  ''  Tigris,'*  under  the  following  circumstances : — 
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Having  received  information  that  she  had  a  negro  slave-boy  on  board>  under 
SHspicious  circumstances,  I  boarded  her  while  at  anchor  off  Ambrise,  on  the  7th 
instant^  and  on  my  calling  on  the  mate,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  vessel,  ta 
account  for  the  boy  being  there,  he  stated  that  he  was  received  at  St.  Thomas's^ 
and  was  going  with  them  to  America ;  the  master  coming  on  board  soon  after, 
mack  the  same  statement,  and  produced  a  passport^  which  was  evidently  a  false 
document.  Finding  that  the  boy  did  not  understand  a  single  word  (k  either 
English  or  Portuguese,  I  disbelieved  the  story,  and  called  on  the  crew,  who  all 
eonfirmed  the  master's  statement  From  tli^  Kroomen  I  learned  that  he  had 
lately  been  taken  on  board  at  Bengnela ;  and  on  mj  asking  the  master  if  that 
were  not  the  case,  be  boldly  and  confidently  denied  it 

I  then  placed  an  officer  and  six  men  on  board  the  *'  Tigris/'  and  proceeded  to 
St.  Paul  de  Loando  (Angola),  for  the  porpose  of  hearing  the  boy's  stataneni 
through  an  interpreter ;  his  deposition  was  taken  before  the  Chief  Judge  of  die 
city  of  Lfoando,  through  the  mediam  of  two  sworn  interpreters,  and  in  the  pp^ 
sence  of  several  British  and  Portuguese  naval  officers,  an  attested  copy  of  wbidi 
I  b^  to  enclose  (A)  ;  by  that  it  appears  that  he  is  a  native  of  '^  Guilengocs,'* 
near  Benguela,  from  whence  he  was  forcibly  taken  by  the  crew  of  the  ^  T^ris.'^ 
I  then  returned  to  Ambrise,  and  informed  the  master  that  I  intended  sending 
his  vessel  to  America,  on  which  he  presented  me  the  enclosed  letter  (B) ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  letter  I  proceeded  to  Benguela^  and  procnred  the  deposition 
of  Joao  Maria  de  Souza  e  Almeida,  as  well  as  attested  copies  of  his  correspond* 
ence  with  J026  de  Castro,  relative  to  this  boy  (enclosure  C). 

By  these  docnments  it  appears  that  Castro  sent  a  Nago  slave  to  Benguela  in  the 
''  T*igrisy'  at  which  place  he  now  is,  a  slave  of  Almeida's,  and  where  he  is  likely  to 
remain.  It  further  appears  that  the  boy  "  Heme'*  was  being  transported  in 
the  *'  Tigris "  from  nis  own  country  to  St.  Thomas's,  in  conseouence  of  his 
having  been  sold  to  Castro^  whose  property  he  now  actually  is ;  tne  reason  for 
this  exchange  or  barter  is  known  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  this  coast,  vrz., 
that  foreign  slaves  are  of  much  greater  value  than  natives  of  any  neighbouring 
place,  who  cannot  be  trusted  at  large,  and  are  generally  woriced  in  chains  to 
prevent  their  going  "  home  "  without  leave,  which  is  iropo^iUe  for  those  who 
are  brought  from  a  great  distance.  The  ultimate  fate  of  the  boy  '*  Heme"  was 
of  course  uncertain  ;  had  he  been  sent  in  the  "  Tigris  "  to  America,  he  mi^ 
have  been  sold  there,  or  he  might  have  returned  to  St.  Thomas's ;  but  it  is  evi- 
dent that  he  would  .never  have  returned  to  his  native  country. 

These,  sir,  are  my  reasons  for  taking  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  detain- 
ing the  "  Tigris,''  but  in  doing  so  I  find  myself  placed  in  a  very  delicate  position,x 
not  having  any  orders  or  instructions  to  interfere  with  vessels  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  whatever  their  employment  might  be ;  but  having  maturely 
weighed  the  bearings  of  this  case,  I  feel  it  a  duty  which  a  British  officer  owes  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  not  to  allow  a  crime  which  our  respective 
Governments  have  each  declared  to  be  piracy,  to  pass  unnoticed.  I  have, 
therefore,  sent  the  vessel  (failing  to  meet  a  cruiser  of  the  United  States)  to  the 
port  from  whence  she  sails,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  those  laws  which  have 
been  so  glaringly  vidated. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  I.  MATSON, 

Lieutenant  and  Commander  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty  s  brig  *'  ff^aterwitchJ' 


Letter  of  Captain  JFrye,  alluded  to  in  the  above. 
^  To  the  Lieutenant  Commanding  Her  Majesty^ s  hrig  *  fFaterwitch.' 

As  you  have  detained  the  American  brig  '  Tigris/  under  my  command, 
under  circumstances  which  to  you  are  suspicious,  I  wish  fully  to  explain  att 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  to  you.  July  l7th,  1840,  1  arrived  at  St. 
Thomas's  direct  from  Salem,  United  States  of  America.  While  there,  finding 
my  cook  and  steward  drunk,  I  punished  him,  and  turned  him  out  of  the  cabin, 
and  requested  Joze  de  Castro  to  let  roe  have  a  boy  to  carry  to  the  United 
States,  to  act  as  steward  in  the  cabin.  He  let  me  have  one,  but  as  I  did  not 
much  like  his  appearance,  he  told  me  that  if  he  did  not  prove  good  I  might 
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leave  him  with  his  friend  John  Almada^  of  Benguella^  and  for  that  purpose  I 
got  a  passport  for  him.  Upon  arriving  at  Benguella^  which  I  did  on  the  18th 
of  September,  I  sent  the  boy  on  shore,  and  before  sailing  I  took  a  boy  of  John 
Almada  on  board,  to  carry  to  the  United  States,  and  put  him  on  the  shipping 
articles.  Letters  which  I  carried  to  Benguella  from  J.  de  Castro  to  John 
Almada,  I  think  explained  all  to  him,  and  the  purposes  for  which  I  wanted 
him,  and  what  I  was  going  to  do  with  him.  On  the  7th  of  October,  while  I 
was  on  shore,  I  saw  your  brig  off  the  port.  Your  boat  soon  after  boarded 
the  *  Tigris/  and  upon  the  officer's  asking  about  the  boy,  he  was  told  by  the 
mate  that  he  belonged  to  St.  Thomas's,  and  came  from  there ;  and  his  reasons 
were,  that  as  I  was  not  on  board  he  thought  there  would  be  less  questions 
asked  if  be  said  he  came  from  there.  Soon  my  boat  came  on  shore,  and  in- 
formed me  of  the  boy's  having  been  taken  out  of  the  brig  by  you.  I  imme« 
diately  went  on  board,  and  upon  getting  there  was  told  by  the  mate  that  he 
had  told  you  the  boy  came  on  board  at  St.  Thomas's,  and  hfe  reasons  for  so 
doing.  Soon  after  your  boat  again  returned,  bringing  back  the  boy ;  and  now, 
I  thinking  if  I  told  you  he  came  from  Benguella,  the  different  stories  would 
lead  to  some  detention,  I  said  he  belonged  to  St.  Thomas'^,  as  J.  de  Castro  of 
there  is  the  one  that  gives  him  liberty  to  allow  him  to  go  to  the  United  States. 
My  log-book  and  shipping  articles  are  sufficient  security  for  me,  and  even  if  I 
had  him  not  logged,  the  custom  of  our  vessels  carrying  these  boys  home  to  learn 
English  would  warrant  me  in  it.  You  now  have  on  board  the  '  Waterwitch* 
a  Kroo  boy  that  I  took  at  Cape  Palmas  on  my  last  voyage,  and  had  him  with 
me  12  to  14  months.  On  my  previous  voyage  I  had  taken  one  of  these  boys 
home.  Cape  Palmas  was  my  first  port,  and  I  then  had  the  boy  on  board, 
bringing  him  back,  at  the  time  I  took  said  Kroo  boy  on  board.  Were  more 
proof  wanting  as  regards  my  intention  towards  the  boy,  you  will  easily  find  it 
in  the  letters  which  J.  de  Castro  wrote  to  John  Almada  of  Benguella. 

'*  One  part  of  my  conduct  to  you  /  regret  exceedins^lyy  and  which  I  am  aware 
will  lead  to  great  censure  in  the  United  States :  that  when  you  asked  all  my 
crew  I  did  not  check  them.  But  seeing  them  all  give  the  same  answer,  I  was 
in  hopes  they  did  not  recognise  the  boy ;  but  was  afterwards  told  by  my  mate 
that  he  had  told  them  all  to  say  he  came  from  St.  Thomas's,  as  they  were  not 
on  oath. 

(Signed)  ^'N.  AUGUSTUS  FRYE, 

''  Commanding  the  American  brig  '  Tigris.' 

^'  Witness  to  this  copy, 

*'  Samuel  Burnham,  Mate'' 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  294. 

Extract  from  the  '*  Daily  Advertiser  and  Patriot.'^ 

District  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Slave  Trade. 

Saturday 9  January  2. 

Yesterday  morning  Nathan  Augustus  Frye,  master  of  the  brig  "  Tigris, 
of  Salem,  and  the  crew  ol  the  brig,  were  brought  before  the  District  Judge,  on 
the  complaint  of  E.  Smith,  jun.,  for  the  Government,  charged  with  being 
engaged  in  the  transportation  of  slaves,  contrary  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  1818, 
chap.  86,  sec.  4.  On  being  interrogated  by  the  Court,  they  severally  said  that 
they  were  not  guilty.  Their  counsel  proposed  to  go  into  the  examination  at  once ; 
but  the  Court  consented  to  postpone  it  till  Monday,  when  it  was  hoped  Mr. 
Mills,  the  district  attorney,  would  be  present.  It  was  suggested  that  the  evi- 
dence might  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  authorise  a  detention  for  a  capital  offence. 
The  deposition  of  the  negro  boy,  said  to  have  been  transported  or  seized  as  a 
slave,  and  certain  other  papers  throwing  light  on  the  case,  being  in  Portuguese, 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Honourable  John  Pickering,  who  consented  to 
translate  them  for  the  use  of  the  Court.  The  defendants  recognized  with 
sureties  in  the  sum  of  500  dollars  each,  for  their  appearance  on  Monday  next. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UNITED  STATES— (OwMMfer).  297 

The  negro  boy  was  in  court.  He  appeared  to  be  about  13  years  of  age;  he 
speaks  nothing  but  his  native  language,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  anybody 
in  the  country  who  can  understand  him.  He  appeared  not  a  little  frightened 
by  the  proceedings  in  the  midst  of  which  he  found  himself.  A  question  arose 
as  to  the  custody  in  which  he  should  remain.  He  has  been  with  the  master 
thus  far,  and  it  was  allowed,  with  the  consent  of  all  the  counsel  in  the  case, 
that  he  should  continue  with  him  till  the  examination.  This  course  was  adopted 
from  a  desire  to  avoid  causing  the  unfortunate  boy  needless  fright  by  a  change 
of  custody,  the  reason  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  explain  to  him.  Messrs. 
Robert  Brookhouse  and  William  Hunt,  of  Salem,  recognized  for  his  appear- 
ance in  court  on  Monday  morning  in  the  sum  of  1000  dollars.  They  are  the 
owners  of  the  brig,  and  most  respectable  merchants,  against  whom  there  is  no 
suspicion  or  suggestion  of  any  scienter  or  knowledge  of  the  alleged  dealing  in 
slaves. 

The  brig  was  sent  to  the  coast  of  Africa  with  a  cargo  of  merchandise,  to  be 
exchanged  at  different  points  on  the  coast  for  the  produce  of  that  country,  intended 
for  the  Salem  market — a  trade  in  which  the  owners  have  for  many  years  been 
engaged.  At  the  time  of  her  seizure  by  the  British  cruiser  ^*  Waterwitch"  she 
had  disposed  of  the  greater  part  of  her  outward  cargo,  had  received  on  board 
part  of  her  homeward  cargo,  and  purchased  the  residue.  The  cargo  actually 
taken  on  board,  with  the  undelivered  portion  of  the  outward  cargo,  has  been 
brought  to  Salem  with  the  vessel,  and  is  of  much  value. 

The  "  Tigris  "  was  taken  possession  of  on  the  African  coast  by  Mr.  Matson, 
lieutenant  and  commandant  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  *^  Waterwitch/' 
under  circumstances  which  led  him  to  suppose  that  she  had  on  board  the  negro 
boy  above  mentioned,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  the  United  States  prohibiting 
the  Slave  Trade.  Mr.  Matson  placed  on  board  of  her  Mr.  Jackson,  an  officer  of 
the  "  Waterwitch,"  and  seven  men,  who  have  conducted  her,  with  her  crew,  to 
Salem.  The  original  master  and  crew  of  the  ^*  Tigris''  were  sent  home  uncon- 
fined,  and  attended  in  Court  yesterday,  by  arrangement  with  the  Marshal, 
without  having  been  actually  arrested.  The  brig  *'  Tigris''  and  her  cargo  are 
now  in  the  custody  of  the  Marshal,  to  be  proceeded  against  for  a  forfeiture,  on 
account  of  the  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  against  the 
Slave  Trade,  one  moiety  whereof  accrues  to  the  United  States,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  informer,  the  British  seizor.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  case  will 
be  very  fully  examined  in  the  preparatory  stages. 

Mr.  Jackson,  the  British  officer,  attended  in  Court;  he  will  probably  give 
testimony  in  the  criminal  proceedings.  He  also  represents  the  interests  of  the 
British  seizors  in  the  proceedings  for  a  forfeiture. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Matson,  the  commander  of  the  ^*  Waterwitch," 
who  made  the  seizure  in  the  present  case,  was  engaged  in  the  capture  of  the 
piratical  crew  of  the  Spanish  brig  •*  Panda,"  who  was  tried  in  Boston  in  1834. 

E.  Smith,  Jun.,  for  the  United  States. 

Choatb  and  J.  C.  Perkins,  of  Salem^  for  the  master  and  the  owners  of  the 
**  Tigrisr 

George  S.  Hillard  and  Charles  Sumner  for  the  British  seizors. 


Third  Enclosure  in  No.  294. 

United  Spates'  District  Court. — January  9. 

The  brig  "  Tigris"  case  disposed  of  for  the  present. 

On  Saturday  last  the  examination  of  the  captain  and  crew  of  the 
**  Tigris'^  actually  came  on  before  Judge  Davis,  and  lasted  from  twelve  o'clock 
till  three.  They  were  defended  by  Mr.  Choate  of  this  city,  and  Mr.  Perkins 
of  Salem.  Mr.  Mills,  district  attorney,  conducted  the  prosecution  in  an  ener- 
getic manner.    The  complaint  is  as  follows : — 

^'  United  States  of  America, 
**  Massachusetts  District  Sessions. 

"To  the  Honourable  John  Davis,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Massachusetts : — 

Class  D.  2  Q 
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^  £beiieaer  Smith,  junior  of  Boston^  in  the  district  of  Massachusetts,  in 
behalf  of  the  said  United  States^  on  bis  oath,  complains,  and  informs  your 
Honour,  that  Nathan  A.  Frye,  Samuel  Burnham,  Cornelius  Hendrickson, 
David  Asker,  John  P.  Mansfield,  Thomas  Williams,  George  Scotchbum, 
Michael  Gould,  Daniel  O.  Frye,  and  Andrew  Williams,  all  now  commorant 
of  Salem,  in  said  district,  mariners,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
crew  of  a  certain  brig  called  the  *  Tigris^*  owned  by  certain  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  your  complainant  unknown,  on  the  18th  day  of  September 
last  past^  at  a  port  called  Benguella,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  did  take  a  n^ro 
boy,  being  a  native  and  an  inhabitant  of  said  coast  of  Africa,  with  intent  to 
rasike  such  negro  a  slave — the  said  negro  not  being  held  to  service  or  labour 
by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  States  or  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  con- 
trary to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided.  And  the  said 
complainant  further  gives  your  Honour  to  be  informed,  that  the  said  Frye,  Bum- 
ham,  Hendrickson,  Asker,  Mansfield,  Williams,  Scotchbum,  Gould,  Frye, 
and  Williams,  first  brought  into  the  said  district  of  Massachusetts,  after  com- 
mitting the  said  offence.  Therefore,  the  said  complainant  prays  that  the  said 
accused  may  be  apprehended  and  held  to  answer  to  this  complaint,  and  further 
dealt  with  relative  to  the  same  according  to  law. 

"And  furthermore,  the  said  complainant  prays  that  Henry  Jackson,  aad 
Hem6  the  black  boy,  and  Tom  the  steward^  may  be  duly  sworn  to  appear  and 
give  evidence  relative  to  the  subject  matter  of  this  complaint. 

(Signed)  '^  EBENEZER  SMITH,  Jun." 

When  this  complaint  was  entered  Mr.  Smith  was  acting  district  attorney  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Mills.  The  defendants  were  arraigned  upon  it  on  the  first 
instant,  and  severally  pleaded  not  guilty. 

We  have  before  published  the  letters  of  lieutenant  Matson  and  Captain 
Frye,  of  the  "  Tigris,*"  and  it  may  be  recollected  that  the  latter  fully  confessed, 
under  his  own  signature,  that  himself,  mate,  and  crew  attempted  to  deceive 
Lieutenant  Matson,  by  telling  him  that  he  took  Heme  on  board  at  St  Thomas's, 
and  not  at  Benguella. 

The  first  witness  examined  on  Saturday  was  Henry  Stanley  Jackson,  mid- 
shipman of  the  **  Waterwitch,"  and  prize-master  of  the  *^  Tigris ;"  and  he 
testified  that  he  twice  boarded  the  "  Tigris''  with  Lieutenant  Matson,  and 
heard  the  false  statements  made  by  the  mate  and  crew  in  relation  to  the  place 
where  Hem6  was  taken  on  board.  They  suspected  the  untruth  of  the  state- 
ment, which  was  assented  to  by  Captain  Frye,  because  the  boy  could  not  speak 
a  word  of  English  or  Portuguese ;  the  latter  he  must  have  learnt  at  St.  Thomas, 
if  he  had  belonged  to  that  island.  They  said  they  were  going  to  take  the  boy 
to  America  for  instruction.  Captain  Frye  also  produced  a  passport  for  the 
boy  from  St.  Thomas. 

Cress^xamined. — ^We  took  a  rough  inventory  of  the  brig's  cargo.    We  found 

nothing  on  board  of  her  which  indicated  that  she  had  been  fitted  up  for  the 

Slave  Trade.     Most  decidedly  not.     I  was  put  in  charge  of  her,  and  ordered 

to  take  her  to  the  United  States,  and  to  treat  the  captain  and  men  with  the 

'  greatest  civility. 

The  second  witness  was  Andrew  Williams,  a  coloured  man,  who  belonged 
to  the  *'  Tigris,"'  and  he  testified  that  Heme  was  brought  on  board  at  Ben- 
guella, in  a  boat,  by  Brown  and  Mansfield.  There  were  also  some  Kroomen, 
and  a  bullock  for  the  brig's  use,  in  the  boat.  There  was  a  boy  received  at  St. 
Thomas,  but  it  was  a  different  one  from  Heme. 

The  following  depositions,  taken  at  Angola  in  the  Portuguese  language 
and  translated  by  order  of  Judge  Davis,  by  the  Honourable  John  Pickering, 
the  city  solicitor,  were  put  into  the  case,  as  having  a  tendency  to  show  that 
the  defendants  ought  to  be  held  to  answer  to  an  indictment  at  the  next  Cir* 
cuit  Court 

Ut — Heme's  Declaration. 

'^Angola.— An  instrument  in  public  form,  with  the  tenor  of  a  declaration, 
as  is  below  set  forth  :~ 
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^'The  tenor  of  the  declaration  which  Heme  the  black  makes.  On  the 
ninth  day  of  the  month  of  October,  1840,  in  the  city  of  Loando,  and  province 
of  Angola,  at  the  house  of  the  residence  of  the  honourable  Judge  in  Ordinary, 
Ignacio  Joaquim  de  Mello  Pereira,  officiating  as  judge  at  law  in  this  province 
of  Angola  and  its  dependenci^,  to  which  I,  the  notary,  come  in  order  to  take 
by  judicial  order  the  declaration  made,  at  the  request  of  the  lieutenant  com- 
manding the  brig-of-war  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  the  '  Waterwitch,'  Henry 
James  Matson,  by  Heme  the  black,  found  by  the  said  commander  on  board  of 
the  American  brig '  TigrU.' 

'*  And  there  being  present  Joze  Francisco  de  Coutto  and  Felippe  Vellasco, 
appointed  interpreters,  the  said  judge  administered  the  oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists,  under  which  he  charged  them  that  they  should  well  and  faithfully, 
ai)d  without  deceit  or  malice,  declare  and  translate  into  the  Portuguese  lan- 
guage the  declarations  which  should  be  made  by  Heme  the  black,  who  was 
present ;  and  the  said  oath  being  taken  by  them,  they  accordingly  promised  to 
comply  therewith ;  and  having  put  to  the  said  black  such  interrogatories  as 
were  indicated  by  the  officer,  the  said  black  declared  as  follows : — 

**  *That  he  is  a  native  of  the  interior  country  of  Quinlenges  of  Benguella, 
and  that  he  is  ignorant  of  his  age,  which  appears  to  be  13  or  14 ;  that  in  the 
said  interior  country  he  was  bought  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Nicolao  (Nicho- 
las), who  sold  him  to  another  named  Joaquim  Ferreira,  who  again  sold  him  to 
another  person  of  the  name  of  Alexander,  and  that  person  sold  him  to  Miguel 
Baptista,  a  resident  in  Benguella,  who  gave  him  in  exchange  to  a  merchant, 
Joao  Maria  de  Souza  e  Almeida ;  and  this  person,  receiving  the  declarant  for 
the  service  of  his  house,  or  as  a  house-servant,  ordered  him,  with  other  slaves 
of  his,  to  transport  some  lime,  in  casks,  from  the  shore  to  his  house ;  and  while 
he  was  minding  some  of  the  said  casks,  and  the  slaves  were  carrying  others, 
this  declarant,  remaining  alone  on  the  shore,  was  seized  by  the  crew  of  a  boat 
belonging  to  a  foreign  ship,  which,  taking  this  declarant  on  board,  set  sail  the 
same  day ;  and  at  the  end  of  four  days  he  went  on  board  of  another  vessel, 
*  Waterwitch,'  where  he  now  is,  and  from  which  he  came  this  day,  being  com- 
manded to  appear  before  the  said  officer  to  make  the  present  declaration. 

^*  And  thus  the  said  officer  has  completed  this  official  act,  which  he  has 
Mgned,  together  with  the  interpreters,  and  with  the  witnesHes  named  below : : 
I,  Alvarro  de  Costa,  Notary  of  the  Judicial  District,  have  signed  the  same : : 
Mello  Pereira::  Alvarro  de  Costa::  Joze  Francisco  de  Coutta ::  The  sign  of 
the  cross  of  the  Interpreter::  Felippe  Yelasco ::  as  witnesses::  Francisco 
Teixeisa  de  MircHida ::  Joze  Gorres  Rimires/' 

Act  of  Examination. 

•*  In  the  year  of  the  birth  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  1840,  on  the  9rti  of  the 
month  of  October  of  the  same  year,  in  the  house  of,  &c.,  to  which  I,  the 
notary,  came  in  order  to  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  marks  and  brands 
of  iron  which  should  be  found  on  the  body  of  Heme,  the  black;  which  is  at 
the  request  of  the  lieutenant  commanding,  &c.,  the  *  Waterwitch,'  there  being 
present  likewise  the  notary  of  the  Correctional  Police,  Manoel  Antonio  Rod- 
riguez; and  by  him  and  me,  the  notary,  in  presence  of  the  witnesses  whose 
names  are  hereto  signed,  the  said  examination  was  proceeded  in,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  said  black  boy  has  no  mark  of  iron  on  his  whole  body,  and 
scarcely  on  his  arms  some  marks  of  inoculation  of  the  nmall  pox,  and,  in 
addition  to  these,  a  smaller  scar  on  the  left  cheek,  which  the  said  black, 
upon  being  interrogated  why  it  was  there,  answered,  that  it  had  been  made  a 
long  time  before  by  a  wound  received  by  a  piece  of  wood ;  and,  upon  being 
asked,  likewise,  if  it  was  in  the  island  of  St  Thomas,  or  where  it  was  that 
this  wound  had  been  given,  he  answered  that  his  country  was  in  Quilengues 
de  Benguela,  and  that  he  never  was  in  St.  Thomas's,  nor  did  he  know  where 
that  is.  [Names  of  witnesses  repeated.]  And  notliing  more  was  contained 
in  the  Declaration  and  the  Act  of  Examination,  which  I,  the  notary,  have 
extracted  from  the  originals  with  truth,  and  without  anything  to  cause  any 
doubt  therein. 

^*  By  me  written  and  signed,  and  composed,  in  this  city  of  Loando,  in  the 
pTOTince  of  Angola,  the  9th  of  October,  1810.  Alvarro  de  Costa,  Notary 
FnbHc,  who  vnrote  and  signed." 

2  Q  2  ^  T 
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Almeida  8  Declaration. 

**  The  teDor  of  the  declaration  which  was  made  by  Joao  Maria  de  Souza  e 
Almeida,  merchant  in  this  place,  respecting  a  negro  lad,  Gil,  who  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  declarant,  as  also  another,  named  Ime,  who  was  in  Angola, 
as  is  hereinafter  set  forth  : — 

"  On  the  16th  of  October,  &c.,  in  the  house  of  the  judge,  &c,,  in  Bengoela, 
to  which  I,  the  notary  in  his  jurisdiction,  came,  there  appeared  said  Almeida, 
merchant  of  this  place,  whom  I  know  to  be  the  person  in  question,  and  attest: 
and  of  him  was  required  by  said  Judge,  and  declared  that  in  consequence  of 
the  negro  lad  Ime,  whom  he  had  sent  from  hence  on  board  of  the  American 
brig  *  Tigrisj^  in  the  room  of  another,  named  Gil,  who  remained  in  possession 
of  this  declarant,  and  for  this  cause  the  said  American  brig  had  been  taken 
by  the  English  brig  *  Waterwitch ;'  and  at  this  same  hearing  appeared  also 
the  commander  of  the  said  English  brig  of  war,  to  receive  this  present  declar- 
ation; and  the  said  Almeida  made  the  following  declaration:  that  there  was 
transmitted  to  him,  from  the  island  of  St  Thomas,  by  a  merchant,  Joze  de 
Castro  Roxa  Mattos,  in  the  American  brig  *  Taigress^*  and  by  the  captain  of 
the  same,  a  Nago  negro  lad,  named  Gil,  whom  the  said  Coutto  had  to  send  to 
English  America  to  learn  the  business  of  a  cook,  as  by  the  document  No.  1 
in  public  form  will  appear,  in  order  for  this  one  to  go  in  place  of  another  of 
the  same  size  and  qualities,  for  the  reason  that  the  said  Gil  being  already 
domesticated  in  St.  Thomas,  and  not  merely  as  being  acquainted  with  the 
country,  would  not  submit  himself  to  certain  commands  which  the  said 
Castro  would  necessarily  have  to  impose  upon  him;  for  this  reason,  that  the 
said  Castro  ordered  the  said  exchange  to  be  made,  the  said  declarant  having 
'  ordered,  in  the  place  of  the  said  Gil,  the  said  Ime,  a  negro  lad  of  the  same 
size,  and  a  domestic  of  this  declarant,  as  appears  by  document  No.  2,  which 
went  from  hence  to  that  island  in  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  said  Castro;  and 
in  respect  to  the  declaration  of  the  said  Ime,  the  black,  that  he  had  been  car- 
ried by  force  on  board  the  *  Taigress^  and  therefore  stolen,  it  is  a  clear  want 
of  truth;  for  on  the  occasion  when  this  declarant  ordered  him  to  leave  other 
work  to  accompany  a  seaman  of  the  brig  *  Taigress^'  who  came,  to  receive 
from  this  declarant  letters  of  correspondence  for  that  island  and  Principe; 
and  this  declarant  caused  the  said  black,  Ime,  to  perceive  that,  notwithstand- 
ing he  could  not  speak  the  language  of  the  country,  he  was  going  to  the 
country  (or  place)  of  this  declarant;  and  he,  accompanying  the  said  mariner 
to  the  shore,  went  without  being  accompanied  by  any  guard,  and  he  was  not 
taken,  because  be  was  a  domestic  in  the  service  of  the  house  of  this  declarant, 
and  for  that  reason  need  not  be  distrustful. 

. ''  At  the  execution  of  this  act,  this  declarant  produced  the  Nag6  negro  lad 
Gil,  who  is  in  his  possession,  to  the  English  commanders,  who  recognized  him 
to  be  the  same  whom  they  had  already  seen  on  board  of  the  said  American 
brig  '  Taigressy^  when  she  sailed  from  the  port  of  Ambrise  for  this  city  of  Ben- 
guela;  and  when  they  registered  (or  entered)  the  said  brig,  the  captain  con- 
firmed to  them  all  which  appears  in  the  declaration."* 

[Signed  by  tbe  Judge,  Notary,  Lieutenant  Wilson,  and  four  other  wit- 
nesses.] 

Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  August  6,  1840,  from  de  Castro  Roaa  e  Mattos* 
at  St.  Thomas,  to  Almeida,  the  preceding  declarant,  at  Beuguela: — 

"  Now  by  this  American  captain,  my  friend,  you  will  receive  by  his  hands 
a  Nago  negro  lad,  concerning  whom  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  as  a 
friend  you  will  not  fail  to  exchange  him  with  me,  and  to  send  me  one  of  the 
same  size,  that  the  said  captain  may  take  with  his  ship's  company  to  America, 
in  order  that  he  may  learn  to  cook.  You  will  receive  by  the  hands  of  the 
same  captain  four  half  doblas  (doubloons)  for  you  to  buy,  on  my  account, 
some  Mapendin  and  yellow  wax.  In  case  you  shall  wish  to  transmit  any- 
thing in  tobacco,  on  your  own  account,  you  can  deliver  it  to  the  same  captain. 
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as  he  is  a  safe  carrier.  I  could  not  send  you  the  horses  for  want  of  room,  the 
captain  having  told  me  that  he  could  not  take  them,  as  the  vessel  was  very 
full  loaded." 

[The  correctness  of  this  extract  is  yerified  by  the  notary  and  judge.] 

Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  3rd  of  October,  from  Almeida  to  Mattos,  at  St. 
Thomas : — 

**  I  have  made  the  exchange,  as  you  directed  me,  of  the  Nag6  negro  lad, 
and  in  his  place  there  goes  another  from  hence  for  the  purpose  you  state;  and 
with  this  1  shall  be  very  glad  if  you  are  satisfied,  which  will  be  very  satisfactory 
to  me.  By  the  American  captain,  our  friend,  I  received  the  four  Spanbh 
ounces  (doubloons),  which  according  to  the  rate  of  16  mil  reis  (the  current 
rate  here),  amounting  to  64  mil  reis,  I  have  laid  out  for  you  as  the  invoice 
herewith,  the  articles  remitted  amounting  to  124  mil  850  reis,  leaving  you  my 
debtor  to  the  amount  of  60  mil  850  reis,  which  I  have  passed  to  your  debit; 
and  I  hope  you  will  approve  of  whatever  I  have  done  according  to  your 
orders,  and  not  regarding  the  prices  being  high,  so  much  as  wishing  rather 
to  pay  well  and  send  you  a  good  article,  than  to  give  6  mil  reis  for  one 
good  for  nothing.'' 

[Verified,  &c.,  as  the  preceding  extract,] 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  was  delivered  from  the  shipping  articles  of  the 
**  Tigris,''  which  had  been  altered.  By  inspection,  it  was  discovered  that 
Hem6  was  entered  under  the  name  of  "  Tom,"  of  *•  Benguela*'  Afterwards, 
"  St.  Thomas*'  was  written  over  the  word  **  Benguela. '  Thus  the  articles 
were  made  to  conform  to  the  false  statement  made  to  Lieutenant  Matson  by 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  '*  Torts'" 

Mr.  Choate  argued  that  there  was  not  a  tittle  of  legal  evidence  adduced 
tending  to  show  that  Hem&  ever  had  been  a  slave,  or  that  Captaiti  Frye  ever 
intended  to  make  a  slave  of  him,  and  therefore  no  ground  existed  for  binding 
the  defendants  over. 

Mr.  Mills,  for  the  prosecution,  maintained  that  the  evidence  proved  that 
Captain  Frye  intended  to  carry  Heme  to  St.  Thomas,  in  exchange  for  the  boy 
Gil,  which  was  clearly  a  violation  of  the  law.  He  said  he  should  only  ask  to 
have  the  captain  and  mate,  Burnham,  bound  over ;  Williams,  Brown,  and 
Marsfield,  he  intended  to  hold  as  witnesses,  and  the  remainder  of  the  crew  he 
moved  to  be  dischai^ed,  and  they  were  discharged. 

The  court  then  ordered  Captam  Frye  and  Mr.  Burnham  to  give  bonds  in 
the  sum  of  2,000  dollars  for  their  appearance  at  the  May  term  of  the  Circuit 
Court. 

The  depositions,  we  belieye,  cannot  be  used  as  evidence  on  the  criminal 
accusation,  but  on  the  civil  suit  for  forfeiture  they  will  be  admissible.  The 
boy  Hem6  was  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  United  States*  Marshal. 


Fourth  Enclosure  in  No.  294. 

The  •*  Tigris  "  Affair.— Habeas  Corpus. 

At  twelve  o*clock  yesterday.  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  and  Judges  Putnam 
and  Dewey,  met  in  the  Supreme  Court  lobby,  to  hear  the  counsel  on  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  behalf  of  Midshipman  Jackson,  prize-master  of  the  Salem 
brig  "  Tigris^*  and  held  to  bail  on  civil  suits  for  trespass  and  false  imprison- 
ment by  four  of  the  crew  of  the  *'  Tigris,*'  and  also  on  similar  suits  brought  by 
Captain  Frye,  of  the  "  Tigris,"  for  5,000  dollars,  and  Mr.  Burnham,  mate,  for 
2,000  dollars.  The  whole  amount  of  bail  demanded  is  13,000  dollars. 
Counsel  for  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Austin,  Attorney-General,  and  Mr.  Hillard ;  for 
the  respondents  to  the  writ  oi  habeas  corpus,  Messrs.  Ward,  of  Danvers,  and 
Perkins,  of  Salem. 

Mr.  Hillard  opened  the  argument  by  stating,  in  the  first  place,  that  Mr. 
Jackson,  in  acting  under  the  orders  of  his  superior  officer.  Lieutenant  Matson, 
whom  he  was  bound  to  obey,  was  not  responsible,  even  if  a  trespass  had  been 
committed  upon  the  officers  and  crew  of  the ''  Tigris,''  but  that  the  British 
Government  was  responsible.    Secondly,  that  the  plaintiffs  could  have  suf- 
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fered  no  pecuniary  loss  by  having  been  brought  back  to  Salem,  as^  there  was 
no  authority  to  show  thatthey  were  not  fully  entitled  to  their  wages  for  the 
whole  voyage.  Thirdly,  if  they  should  ultimately  make  it  appear  that  they 
could  not  recover  wages,  their  loss  could  not  possibly  be  a  tenth  part  of  the 
damages  alleged,  1000  dollars  a-piece,  and  therefore  the  bail  demanded  was 
excessive,  and  such  as  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  could  be  furnished  by  a 
young  officer  of  the  rank  of  a  midshipman,  whose  pay  is  only  32/.  sterling  per 
annum,  and  who  is  an  entire  stranger  in  this  country.  And,  fourthly,  that 
Mr.  Jackson  is  now  a  resident  in  this  State,  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  Court,  as  a  witness,  under  recognizance  to  appear  at  the  next 
Circuit  Court,  against  Captain  Frye  and  mate,  on  a  criminal  prosecution. 
Further  than  this,  a  libel  had  been  filed  against  the  ''  Tigris''  as  a  lawful 
prize,  and  a  monition  had  issued,  requiring  the  owners  to  appear  at  the 
District  Court,  to  show  cause,  if  any,  why  process  on  the  libel  should  not 
issue ;  and  that  at  the  hearing  on  said  monition,  Mr.  Jackson  must  necessarily 
be  a  witness. 

Mr.  Ward,  in  reply,  said  that  the  plaintiffs  had  suffered  great  hardships; 
the  sailors  had  been  seized  by  a  boarding  officer  and  armed  force,  and  impri* 
soned  on  board  of  the  "  Waterwitch'*  ten  days  before  they  were  placed  under 
the  custody  of  Mr.  Jackson,  who  had  still  further  kept  them  prisoners  on  board 
of  their  own  vessel  for  eighty  days,  till  their  arrival  at  Salem,  when  they  were 
permitted  to  go  at  large.  They  were  therefore  entitled  to  redress,  beyond  the 
mere  measure  of  wages,  which  may  have  occurred.  He  said,  he  would  admit, 
however,  that  some  reduction  of  bail  on  their  actions  might  be  made.  Not  so, 
however,  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  who  had,  beside  imprisonment,  in  the 
nature  of  restraint,  suffered  indignity  by  being  deposed  of  their  lawful  rank  and 
authority  on  board  of  their  own  vessel:  they  had  also  lost  the  benefit  of  com- 
mercial adventures  in  which  they  had  lawfully  engaged  on  the  coast.  The 
captain  had  advanced  3500  dollars  to  traders  there  for  their  produce,  which 
Lieutenant  Matson  would  not  allow  him  to  wait  and  receive;  nor  even  allow 
him  to  go  on  shore  to  make  arrangements  for  the  security  of  the  property 
engaged,  and  cause  it  to  be  shipped  to  him  in  some  other  vessel.  He  bad  only 
an  opportunity  to  leave  some  written  directions  for  the  captain  of  the  "  Sea- 
jnewy*'  who  was  expected  to  touch  at  Ambrise,  and  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  look  after  the  property  he  had  contracted  for ;  but  by  the  last  news  from 
Africa  it  appeared  that  the  ^*  Seamew'*  had  been  seized  and  taken  into  Sierra 
Lieone  by  a  British  cruiser.  True,  she  had  been  discharged  ;  but  it  was  not 
likely  that  she  proceeded  thence  to  Ambrise,  hut,  in  all  probability,  made  sail 
for  the  United  States.  It  was,  therefore,  perfectly  clear  that  Captain  Frye  was 
exposed  to  a  severe  pecuniary  loss,  by  the  seizure  of  the  "  Tigris'  and  the 
arrest  of  himself.  The  mate,  too,  had  an  adventure  to  the  amount  of  300 
dollars,  on  which  he  might  reasonably  calculate  uppn  realising  a  great  profit, 
but  which  be  was  not  allowed  to  take  on  board. 

With  regard  to  the  responsibility  of  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Ward  maintained  that 
the  seizure  was  illegal,  and  therefore  a  trespass  by  Lieutenant  Matson,  and  that 
Mr.  Jackson,  who  acted  under  his  orders,  was  liable  in  the  same  manner  as  a  de- 

Ruty  sheriff  who  makes  a  seizure  upon  the  authority  of  a  sheriff.  If  Lieutenant 
[atson  were  here,  the  plaintiff  wotild  look  to  him,  and  not  to  Mr.  Jackson  for 
damages;  but  as  it  was,  they  were  justi6ed  in  holding  him  as  the  only  one  of  the 
co-trespassers  within  the  reach  of  civil  process.  If  the  suits  prevailed  against 
Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Ward  said,  he  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  honour  of  the 
other  British  officers  interested  with  him,  to  suppose  that  they  would  allow  him 
to  suffer  the  whole  consequences  of  the  seizure.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
British  Government  would  allow  him  to  be  a  sufferer,  through  the  wrong  acts 
of  his  commander,  whose  orders  he  had  obeyed.     Mr.  Ward  reiterated  that  the 

Slaintiffs  were  compelled  by  the  necessity  of  the  case  to  proceed  against  Mr. 
ackson ;  for  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  go  to  England  and  prosecute  Lieu- 
tenant Matson. 

Upon  the  question  of  protection  as  a  witness,  Mr.  Ward  said,  he  had  ereat 
doubts  whether  Mr.  Jackson  came  within  the  rule.     When  he  was  arrested,  he 
was  here  voluntarily,  waiting  for  the  furtherance  of  his  own  interest  in  the  con- 
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Tisioii  of  the  Revised  Statutes ;  or  even  if  be  were  a  witness,  he  was  only  held 
on  his  own  recognisance,  and  therefore  it  was  entirely  voluntary  on  his  own  j^rt 
it  be  remained  here.  He  might  have  returned  to  England  in  the  British 
steamer  on  the  2nd  of  January  if  he  saw  fit ;  but  he  concluded  it  would  be  for 
his  interest  to  remain,  and  await  the  result  of  the  judicial  proceedings  io 
reference  to  the  whole  matter. 

Chief  Justice  Shaw  and  Judge  Dewey  incidentally  remarked,  that  the  fact  of 
being  a  witness  could  be  proved  otherwise  than  by  a  writ  of  protection.  The 
prot^tion  was  only  an  instrument  to  be  exhibited  to  an  officer,  by  a  party 
against  whom  he  might  hold  process,  and  the  exhibition  of  such  protection 
would  be  a  sufficient  protection  to  the  officer  against  a  suit  for  omitting  to 
arrest  such  party.  Beyond  this  the  writ  had  no  force ;  and  it  was  competent  for 
a  witness  to  prove  the  same  in  bar  of  an  arrest  in  various  other  ways.  If  a 
person  should  obtain  a  writ  of  protection  which  he  was  not  entitled  to,  it  would 
not  avail  him  if  it  could  be  proved. 

Mr.  Austin,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Ward,  said,  that  there  could  be  no  pre- 
tence for  vindictive  damages  in  the  case,  even  if  a  technical  trespass  had 
been  committed,  and  therefore  the  bail,  if  any,  should  only  be  nominal.  If 
the  "  Tigris "  had  been  unlawfully  seized  by  a  British  cruiser,  the  Unitd 
States'  Government  was  the  proper  authority  to  seek  redress  of  the  British 
Government;  and  such  American  citizens  as  had  been  injured  by  the  conduct 
of  Lieutenant  Matson  would  have  just  claims  upon  the  United  States  for 
indemnity.  Utterly  unlike  the  case  of  M*Leod,  in  New  York,  the  case  of 
the  "  Tigris"  was  entirely  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Court.  Mr. 
Jackson  had  brought  with  him  his  written  orders  from  his  superior  officer, 
who  again  was  to  be  presumed  to  be  acting  under  the  orders  of  his  Govern- 
ment. The  •*  Tigris  "  had  been  seized  and  sent  to  the  United  States,  upon 
the  suspicion  that  she  had  been  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade, — an  inhuman 
traffic,  which  the  United  States  had  pledged  its  faith  to  endeavour  to  abolish, 
and  passed  solemn  laws  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  engaging  in 
it  Under  that  law  (Stat.  1800)  Mr.  Jackson  was  sent  to  this  country,  as  an 
agent,  to  assist  the  United  States'  Government  to  break  up  the  nefarious 
trade ;  and  he  would  have  been  a  fool,  and  unworthy  of  his  commission,  and 
the  respect  of  all  men,  if  he  had  returned  to  his  vessel,  on  the  coast  of  Africa^ 
or  to  England,  and  ran  the  risk  of  not  arriving  in  the  United  States  in  time  to 
be  a  witness  in  the  Circuit  Court  in  May  next. 

Mr.  Austin  cited  a  few  authorities — Phillips,  Dallas,  and  the  Term  Reports, 
— to  show  the  extent  of  protection  given  to  witnesses  against  arrest  on  civil 
process;  and  concluded  by  stating  that  if  Mr.  Jackson  had  not  entered  into 
recognizance  before  Judge  Davis,  on  the  criminal  complaint  against  Captain 
Frye  and  mate,  the  Judge  would  have  the  power  to  keep  him  in  gaol  till  the 
trial  in  May.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  the  plaintiffs  might  proceed  in 
their  suit,  and  recover  judgment  against  Mr.  Jackson,  without  holding  him 
to  bail,  without  suffering  any  loss,  for,  if  they  recovered  ever  so  large  an  amount 
of  damages  against  him  personally,  he  had  no  property  to  answer  to  the  judg- 
ment. 

Chief  Justice  Shaw  said,  if  the  case  could  be  left  in  the  same  position  as  it 
then  stood  (that  is,  if  Mr,  Deputy  Sheriff  Coburn  were  content  to  take  Mr. 
Grattan  as  responsible  for  the  13,000  dollars,  for  Mr.  Jackson's  appearance), 
his  colleagues  and  himself  would  prefer  to  postpone  the  decision  till  this 
morning. 

This  suggestion  was  adopted,  by  consent  of  all  parties  ;  Mr.  Grattan  wish- 
ing to  be  understood  as  acting  in  his  individual,  and  not  in  his  official 
capacity. 


Fifth  Enclosure  in  .No.  294. 

Midshipman  Jacksoris  Bailjixed. 

In  the  lobby  yesterday  Chief  Justice  Shaw  delivered  a  decision  upoo 
the  habeas  corpus  case,  which  we  reported  yesterday.     His  Honour  did  not  go 
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from  being  held  to  bail  in  a  civil  suit :  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  Mn  Jackson 
had  not  brought  himself  within  the  principle  of  such  protection,  because  the 
Court,  in  which  he  was  to  appear  as  a  witness^  was  not  now  in  session^  nor 
could  be  for  some  months  to  come,  and  for  other  reasons.  The  Court,  however, 
were  of  opinion,  that  if  a  trespasser  at  all,  he  was  only  technically  so,  and  could 
not  be  the  subject  of  exemplary  damages,  and  therefore  it  had  been  decided  to 
reduce  the  bail  to  one  half  of  the  original  sum  of  13,000  dollars.  The  bail 
then  fixed  upon  is  as  follows  : — On  Captain  Frye's  action  for  5000  dollars,  the 
bail  is  reduced  to  4000  dollars ;  on  the  mate's  for  2000  dollars,  to  700  dollars ; 
and  on  the  actions  of  the  six  seamen  for  1000  dollars  each,  to  300  dollars. 
Making  in  all  6500. 


Sixth  Enclosure  in  No.  294. 
Case  of  the'' Tignsr 


In  the  case  of  Mr.  Jackson,  we  stated  yesterday  the  opinion  of  a  raa- 
jority  of  the  Court.  We  understand  that  in  the  consultation  of  the  Court 
upon  the  subject,  Mr.  Justice  Putnam  differed  from  his  brethren  ;  but  did  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  make  public  his  objections  to  the  opinion  which  was 
delivered  by  the  Chief  Justice.  As,  however,  he  was  mentioned  in  our  report 
as  being  present  when  the  decision  was  given,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  he  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Jackson,  having  come  here  in  the  pwformance  of 
duty,  and  having  recognised  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  term  of  the  Circuit 
Court  as  a  witness,  was  protected  from  arrest  in  this  case,  and  ou^ht  to  have 
been  discharged.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  subject  should  be  viewed  in  a 
liberal  manner,  and  somewhat  in  a  national  point  of  view.  Mr.  Jackson  bad 
ostensibly  come  here  upon  business  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  to  assist  in 
the  execution  of  our  own  laws.  He  was  detained  here  on  that  business  and  no 
other.  He  was,  in  one  sense,  in  attendance  upon  one  of  our  Courts,  and  to 
suffer  him  to  be  harassed  with  suits  of  this  nature  was  in  effect  to  discourage  the 
nation  under  whose  authority  he  was  acting,  from  taking  the  pains  to  send  to 
the  adjudication  of  our  own  Courts  vessels  which  might  be  detected  in  the  Slave 
Trade.  There  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  question  of  national  interest  here  involved, 
of  far  more  consequence  than  any  private  injuries  which  could  be  redressed  by 
these  proceedings.  The  object  of  the  United  States  Court  would  be  to  ascer- 
tain the  truth  and  justice  of  the  case.  The  public  good  required  that  a  witness 
who  should  be  recognized  should  not  be)prevented  from  attending  under  such 
circumstances  as  were  disclosed  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Jackson. 


No.  295. 

Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty  s  Consulate^  Boston,  February  18,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  March  17.) 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  report  of  the  decision  pronounced  by 
Judge  Davis  in  the  District  Court,  on  the  2nd  instant,  on  the  questions  arising 
out  of  the  filing  of  the  libel  against  the  American  brig  "  Tigris,*'  the  previous 
circumstances  of  the  case  having  been  fully  detailed  in  the  Despatch  which  I 
addressed  to  your  Lordship,  marked  ^*  Slave  Trade,"  of  January  31st. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  Judge  not  only  required  an  immediate 
stipulation  for  1000  dollars,  but  reserved  to  himself  the  right  of  hereafter  insist- 
ing on  a  further  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  libellant,  in  case  new  cause  should 
appear  for  damages  bein^  demanded  to  a  larger  amount. 

This  was  in  fact  admitting  the  right  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  to  require 
security  for  whatever  damages  they  can  prove  themselves  to  have  sustained. 
Now,  there  is  no  question  but  that  they  have  sustained  loss  to  a  very  much 
larger  amount  than  1000  dollaiys,  let  the  present  proceedings  turn  out  as  they 
may.  And  if  it  be  ultimately  decided  that  the  seizure  was  a  trespass,  and  that 
the  measure  will  not  be  sustained  by  the  United  States  Government,  heavy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UNITED  STATES— (Consular).  305 

damages  might  be  awarded  to  the  owners.  It  was  therefore  impossible  for  Mr. 
Jackson  to  find  sureties  to  fueet  such  a  contingency ;  the  Federal  Government 
did  not  come  forward,  or  order  their  representative  here,  the  United  States  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  to  interfere^  although  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Fox  that  he  adopted 
my  suggestion^  and  intended  to  apply  to  the  authorities  at  Washington,  with 
that  object.  The  libel  was  consequently  discharged  with  costs  on  the  12th 
instant,  the  latest  day  that  could  be  obtained  from  the  Court  for  keeping  the 
case  open. 

I  am  induced  to  oflFer  to  your  Lordship  a  few  of  the  observations  which  I 
have  already  addressed  to  Mr.  Fox,  in  case  this  subject  may  become  matter  for 
diplomatic  correspondence. 

Thcj  judicial  decisions  here  have  evidently  proved  a  coincidence  on  the  part  of 
the  judges  in  the  views  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  are  entertained  by  the 
United  States'  Government,  relative  to  the  late  efforts  of  Her  Majesty's  naval 
officers  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  encouragement  notoriously  given  to  the  Slave 
Trade  by  American  merchant  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

The  captain  and  mate  of  the  "  Tigris^'  were  held  t6  bail  by  Judge  Davis  in 
the  District  Court,  for  their  appearance  on  a  criminal  charge,  in  the  amount  of 
3000  dollars  the  first,  and  1500  the  second.  Mr.  Jackson  was  held  to  bail  by 
the  Supreme  Court  on  a  charge  of  trespass,  which  the  Chief  Justice  (Shaw) 
said  could  be  but  a  technical  one,  at  the  suit  of  the  same  captain  for  4000  dollars, 
at  that  of  the  mate  for  700  dollars,  and  at  the  suit  of  the  six  seamen  for  300 
dollars  each,  amounting  in  all  to  6500  dollars. 

The  intention  of  the  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  and  of  Judge  Dewey  (Judge 
Putnam  dissenting),  was  undoubtedly  that  Mr.  Jackson  should  have  gone  to 
gaol.  They  could  not  have  supposed  he  would  have  been  able  to  find  bail  to 
that  amount,  in  two  sureties,  on  the  spot.  Had  it  not  been  for  my  previous 
exertions  in  explaining  the  case  to  some  gentlemen  of  my  acquaintance,  he 
would  not  have  been  bailed.  I  need  not  dwell  on  Mr.  Mills's  (the  District 
Attorney)  refusal  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  Court  for  his  witness  Mr. 
Jackson,  nor  the  Court's  refusal  of  it,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Austin's  (the  Attorney- 
General)  unanswerable  reasoning. 

Judge  Davis,  in  the  District  Court,  in  nominally  admitting  the  libel  to  be 
filed,  coupled  it  with  a  condition  meant  beyond  doubt  to  nullify  his  consent. 
He  knew  it  to  be  impossible  for  Mr.  Jackson  to  find  sureties,  not  merely  for 
1000  dollars  for  costs  and  towards  damages,  but  for  an  indefinite  amount  of 
contingent  damages  which  there  was  no  attempt  to  calculate. 

A  stipulation  for  damages  at  all  was  not  necessary  for  the  ends  of  justice. 
The  damage,  if  any,  to  the  owners  of  the  ship  was  done  already.  The  tiling  of 
the  libel  and  the  demand  of  their  personal  security  for  the  value  of  the  cargo 
(all  that  was  reqnhred)  to  avrait  the  question  of  guilt  or  innocence,  would  not 
have  added  one  farthing  to  the  damage  done.  They  might,  had  the  libel  been 
filed,  have  sold  their  cargo,  as  they  may  do  now  that  it  is  dismissed ;  and  every 
means  of  redress  which  they  have  now  they  would  have  had  if  the  libel  had 
been  filed.  They  now  stand  in  this  position :  if  the  captain  and  mate  are  found 
guilty,  the  ship  and  cargo  will  be  proved  to  have  deserved  forfeiture,  yet  they 
will  have  escaped  by  an  arbitrary  exaction  of  the  Admiralty  Judge.  If  the 
men  are  acquitted  (which  I  think  very  probable  by  a  jury),  there  will  be  no 
opportunity  of  trying  before  the  Supreme  Court  the  important  question  iii- 
voived  in  the  seizure  and  prosecution  of  the  ship  and  cargo. 

Again,  Mr.  Matson  and  the  oflScers  and  crew  of  the  *^  Waterwitch  "  are, 
in  the  person  of  Mr.  Jackson,  liable  to  the  heavy  damages  claimed  by  the 
master  and  crew  of  the  "  Tigris;^'  but  no  chance  is  given  them  to  establish 
their  own  claim  against  the  "  Tigris^''  the  decision  of  which,  should  it  have 
been  in  their  favour,  would  have  defeated  the  adverse  claim  set  up  against 
them  for  trespass. 

The  dismissal  of  the  libel  involves  the  payment  of  the  respondents'  costs  by 
Mr.  Jackson,  the  representative  of  Mr.  Matson.  He  is  also  exposed  to  the 
attack  of  the  owners  for  any  amount  of  damages  they  may  claim.  Perhaps 
they  will  prefer  making  their  demand  for  indemnity  to  the  United  States' 
Government,  forcing  the  latter  to  apply  to  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  for 
reimbursement. 

i    The  only  foundation  for  complaint  against  Mr.  Matson,  on  the  part  of  the 
owners  of  the  "  Tigris^''  or  of  the  United  States'  Government,  is,  that  he 
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avowedly  obstructed  the  trade  of  an  American  merchant,  and  tiiat  diis  couutry. 
has  refused  to  British  ships  the  right  of  search.  It  may  be  remarked  that  it, 
has  been  by  the  jNrotection  of  the  British  cruisers  alone  that  these  very  owners 
have  amassed  a  large  fortune  in  that  trade,  no  ships  of  war  of  the  United 
States  being  on  the  coast  of  Africa  to  prevent  the  outrages  of  pirates  who,  but 
for  Her  Majesty's  vessels,  would  surely  have  infested  those  seas.  And  it 
appears  to  me  that  a  distinct  difference  exists  between  the  right  of  search  on 
vague  suspicion^  and  the  right  of  seizure  on  positive  information.  The  latter 
was  the  case  with  respect  to  the  ^'  Tigris.'''  But  the  ship  was  not  seized  as  a 
prize  to  the  captors,  and  sent  to  a  British  Possession.  She  was  seized,  not 
searched,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  which  the  laws  of  the  United  States  give 
to  every  one  to  seize  a  felon  on  land  or  a  pirate  at  sea ;  sent  home  by  an  un- 
armed crew  to  her  own  port,  and  instantly  on  her  arrival  delivered  up  to  justice 
by  the  British  officer  who  had  her  in  charge. 

I  do  not  think  a  shadow  of  complaint  can  be  laid  against  Mr.  Matson  or  Mr. 
Jackson^  if  the  Act  of  Congress  of  May  15,  1820,  was  ever  meant  to  be  carried 
into  execution.  The  Slave  Trade  is  not  piiaticcd  by  the  common  law  of  nations ; 
but  it  has  been  made  so  by  the  United  States  and  by  England  respectively,  and 
if  they  cannot  redprocally  act  for  its  repression,  with  all  due  delicacy  to  natiamd 
feelings,  their  enactments  are  so  far  a  dead  letter. 

The  authorities  which  I  have  found  particularly  applicable  to  the  present  case 
are,  Kent's  Commentaries,  voL  I.,  pp.  25,  185, 187»  191,  to  p.  ^00;  and  the 
Acts  of  Congress  relating  to  Piracy  and  the  Slave  Trade,  of  1800  and  1818^  of 
March  3,  1819,  and  especially  that  of  May  15,  1820. 

There  is  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  actions  brought  against  Mr. 
Jackson  will  be  decided  against  him.  And  I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to 
urge  his  prosecution  of  the  sailor  by  whom  he  was  so  treacherously  and  des- 
perately wounded  on  the  voyage, 

Mr.  Choate,  a  leading  member  of  the  Boston  bar,  employed  by  the  owners 
of  the  vessd,  stated  in  one  of  the  ai^uments  before  Judge  Davis,  tha^  thc^ 
crew  of  the  "  Tigris''  would  have  been  justified  in  putting  the  oflScer  and  mea 
of  the  "  Waterwitch"  to  death  on  the  homeward  voyage.  I  know  not  whether 
this  was  stated  in  anticipation  of  proceedings  being  taken  against  the  sailor 
fpr  the  assault  on  Mr.  Jackson,  but  it  might  be  a  very  palatable  doctrine  to 
an  American  jury  trying  the  case. 


Enclosure  in  No.  295. 

Extract  from  the  "  Daily  Advertiser  and  Patriot.*' 

District  Court  of  the  United  States,  Wednesday,  F^ruary  3. 

Important  Decision. — Case  op  the  **  Tigris.** 

In  the  United  States*  District  Court  yesterday  Judge  Davis  delivered 
his  opinion  in  the  case  of  the  ''  Tigris''  at  length.  It  wras  the  case  of  a  libel 
filed  on  the  15th  day  of  January  last,  by  H.  J.  Matson,  of  the  Kmgdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty, 
and  Commander  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  "  Waterwitch,*'  prosecutii]^ 
as  well  for  the  United  States  as  for  himself  against  the  brig  "  Tigri$^''  of 
Salem,  in  this  district,  and  the  goods  and  effects  on  board  said  vessel,  for  a 
forfeiture  of  the  said  vessel  and  her  lading,  for  certain  allied  violations,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  on  the  7th  day  of  October  last,  of  several  statutes  of  the 
United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade;  the  "  Tigris*'  being 
then  under  the  command  of  Nathaniel  Frye,  of  Salem. 

On  notice  to  show  cause  why  Admiralty  process  should  not  issue  as  prayed 
for  by  the  libellant,  Robert  Brookhouse  and  William  Hunt,  of  Salem,  asserted 
owners  of  said  brig  and  cargo,  offered  the  following  objections  agtanst  the 
issuing  of  a  warrant  of  arrest  on  the  aforesaid  libeL 

1«  Because  the  libellant  had  seized  and  brought  said  vessel  and  cai^  into 
this  district  by  force  and  unlawful  violence,  and  the  same  beiiig  so  seized 
and  brought  in  by  him  was  not  now  liable  to  this  process  in  behalf  of  said 
Matson. 

2.  Because  no  offence  had  been  committed  on  board  of  said  vessd,  such  as 
is  charged  in  said  libel,  and  that  of  this  they  were  ready  to  make  proo£ 
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3.  That  said  libellant  iras  an  alien,  and  is  now  in  a  foragn  country,  and 
had  not  appeared  in  this  Court  by  himself,  and  no  <^e  exhibiting  or  offering 
any  power  or  authority  to  act  on  his  behalf  has  appeared  for  him,  to  sue  and 
prosecute  the  abore  libel. 

4.  That  an  alien  cannot  sustain  a  libel  qui  tam^  in  the  manner  of  this  case. 

These  points  were  argued  with  great  ability  at  a  former  day  by  Attorney- 
General  Austin  and  Geoi^  S.  Hillard  for  the  British  seizors,  and  by  Choate 
and  Perkins,  of  Salem^  for  the  owners. 

Judge  Davis  then  expressed  a  wish  that  the  question  whether  the  seizors 
should  enter  stipulations  to  respond  in  damages  in  case  they  did  not  suc- 
ceed, should  be  argued,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  the  same  counsel  on 
Friday  last 

The  learned  judge  wished  for  time  for  consideration,  and  yesterday  delivered 
his  opinion. 

In  regard  to  the  second  objection,  he  said  it  did  not  present  a  pertinent  sub- 
ject of  inquiry  in  this  stage  of  the  suit,  but  mast  be  taken,  at  present,  merely 
in  way  of  protest 

In  reference  to  the  third  objection,  considering  the  tenor  of  Lieutenant  Mat- 
«on  s  letter  of  October  19,  written  off  Angola,  and  sent  with  the  "  TignV* 
there  appeared  reason  to  infer^  that  his  proceedings  in  detaining  and  sendipg 
this  vessel  to  the  United  States,  and  to  the  port  to  which  she  belonged^  was 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  having  her  delivered  with  her  cargo  to  the  fm)per 
authorities  here,  with  the  persons  on  board  supposed  to  have  offended  against 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  not  with  intent 
to  prosecute  in  the  manner  of  this  libel,  if  no  suit  of  that  description  should  be 
instituted  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  United  States.  It  seemed  reasonable,  therefore, 
to  require  evidence  of  some  authority  from  that  officer  for  the  commencenoent  and 
prosecution  in  this  case.  In  that  respect  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Jackson,  theofficer 
who  came  in  charge  of  the  "  Ti^ru/'  in  regard  to  Lieutenant  Matson's  instruc- 
iionsy  were  so  far  satisfactory.  That  the  process  prayed  for  would  not  be  denied 
on  that  ground,  nor  would  it  be  denied  |on  the  mere  fact  that  the  libellaat  is  an 
alien. 

It  remained,  then,  to  consider  the  first  objection,  which  presented  a  question 
of  BO  ordinary  interest,  that  bad  been  fully  ai^  ably  urged  and  argued  by  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  respective  parlies. 

This  vessel,  admitted  to  be  a  vessel  of  the  United  States,  examined  and  sent 
to  Salem^  by  Lieutenant  Matson,  for  an  alleged  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  in  refer^ce  to  the  Slave  Trade,  arrived  at  Salem  on  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  chaise  of  a  midshipman  of  the  '' Waterwitch/'  Mr.  Jad^son,  with  nine 
men ;  the  original  officers  and  crew  of  the  *'  Tigris'*  remaining  on  board.  On 
the  1st  of  January  six  of  the  men  from  the  ^  Waterwitch"  left  the  country  fw 
England^  in  the  steamer  "  Caledonia  f  one  absconded.  On  the  day  of  the 
arrival  of  the  "  Tigris^'  she  was  delivered  up,  as  is  alleged,  to  the  district 
attorney.  Proceedings  w.ere  had  on  the  complaint  of  that  officer  against 
Captain  Frye,  his  mate,  and  crew,  and  those  officers  and  two  of  the  crew  w^e 
held  to  recognize  for  their  appearance  at  the  next  Circuit  Court  for  the  offence 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  them;  and  the  African  boy,  found  on  board 
the  ^^  TigfW  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  sent  in  that  vessel  to  Salem,  was 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  Marshal  of  this  district.  The  owners  have,  from 
that  lime,  bad  possession  of  the  property,  but  held,  as  is  averred,  in  their 
'behalf  under  embarrassing  circumstances,  especially  in  reference  to  the  cargo, 
from  constant  expectations  of  a  threatened  suit  for  forfeiture. 

In  the  disposal  of  the  case  in  its  present  sts^e,  be  was  to  consider,  first, 
whether  Admiralty  process  shall  be  ordered ;  and,  secondly,  if  so,  on  what 
terms?  It  was  contended,  that  the  seizure  of  the  ''  Tigris''  by  the  hbellants 
was  unlawful,  a  violation  of  immunity  from  any  such  examination  and  deten- 
tion  by  the  **  Waterwitch,'*  or  any  other  cruiser  of  another  nation,  and  in  the 
exercise  of  a  right  of  visitation  and  search,  which  is  strictly  a  belligerent  r%ht, 
and  not  allowable  in  time  of  peace.  This  allied  unlawfril  act  on  the  part 
of  Lieutenant  Matson,  it  had  been  alleged,  precluded  all  proceedings  on  hdg 

Srt  and  in  his  behalf  against  the  property  thus  seized  and  sent  to  the  United 
itcs. 
In  support  of  these  positions,  several  d^utiioiities  had  been  produced  frofCh>  t 
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jadicial  decisions  at  common  law  and  in  Admiralty  in  the  Courts  of  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  in  the  United  States. 

The  law  respecting  the  right  of  search  was  clear  and  decided ;  that  it  was 
strictly  a  belligerent  right,  arising  in  that  crisis  from  necessity  and  for  self-pre- 
servation, and  not  allowable  in  time  of  peace,  unless  against  pirates  or  other 
offenders  against  the  laws  of  nations.  Commercial  nations,  and  none  more  than 
ihe  United  States,  had  been  uniformly  tenacious  of  this  doctrine,  and  repeated, 
but  unsuccessful,  essays  had  been  made  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain 
to  arrange  a  mutual  modified  right  of  search  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave 
Trade — a  cruel  and  detestable  traffic,  the  guilt  and  enormity  of  which  awakened 
humanity  has  aroused  its  energies  to  put  down.  By  our  law,  a  certain  descrip- 
tion of  this  trade  was  declared  piracy  in  1820.  So,  also,  was  it  declared  by 
Great  Britain  in  1824.  This  declared  character  of  the  Trade,  however,  did 
not  render  it  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  was  a  statute  provision,  only 
affecting  the  citizens  of  the  respective  nations. 

From  the  regretted  failure  of  conventional  agreement  with  Great  Britain 
relative  to  a  regulated  search,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  vessels  of 
the  United  States  have  not  unfrequently  become  participators  in  that  inhuman 
traffic.  This,  indeed,  was  distinctly  announced,  and  with  just  expressions  of 
reprobation,  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  session  of  Congress.  The  evidences  of  guilt  in  this  particular 
have  been  so  apparent  in  some  instances,  that  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
bearing  the  American  flag,  have  been  visited,  examined,  and  detained  by  British 
cruisers  on  the  African  coast,  and  sent  to  the  United  States  for  trial  and  adju- 
dication. None,  however,  of  this  description  have  been  sent  to  this  district 
but  in  the  present  instance. 

'  The  case  of  the  •*  Catherine,''  recently  decided  in  New  York  by  Mr.  Justice 
Thompson,  was  of  that  description.  That  vessel  was  the  property  of  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  the  Court  was  decreed 
forfeit,  though  captured  and  sent  in  by  a  British  cruiser.  Vessels  of  the  United 
.  States  in  that  predicament  were,  therefore,  considered  as  liable  to  process  and 
condemnation  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States.  So,  also,  it  was  as  to  proceed- 
ings, at  their  suit,  in  personam,  against  the  offending  individuals  in  command  of 
such  vessels,  or  employed  in  them,  in  that  prohibited  trade. 

In  the  present  instance  the  United  States  proceeded  by  complaint  againist 
the  alleged  offenders  brought  to  Salem  in  this  vessel,  taking  humane  and  suit- 
able care  of  the  African  boy  found  on  board;  but  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, doubtless  after  due  and  sufficient  examination  and  deliberate  considera- 
tion, have  instituted  no  proceedings  against  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  it  re- 
mained to  be  determined  whether  the  commander  of  the  "  Waterwitch^'can 
sustain  thisl  ibel  against  the  **  Tigris'^  and  cargo,  or  whether  he  is  incapacitated 
by  a  wrongful  exercise  of  the  right  of  search. 

The  learned  judge  said,  that  the  case  involved  questions  of  peculiar  difficulty 
when  considered  in  all  its  bearings,  and  was  of  such  importance,  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  direct  an  immediate  dismissal  of  the  libel,  especially  as  it 
might  be  questionable  whether  such  a  disposal  of  the  case  might  not  preclude 
a  remedy  by  appeal,  if  such  a  course  be  erroneous.  He  should,  therefore, 
order  the  usual  Admiralty  process  ;  but  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  order  would  be  on  condition  that  stipulation  be  previously  given  to 
the  libellaut,  or  in  his  behalf,  with  competent  surety  or  sureties,  to  abide  the 
final  decree  and  such  interlocutory  orders  as  might  be  made  in  the  premises. 

This  disposition  of  the  case  appeared  to  him  conformable  to  the  character  of 
the  transaction,  and  the  position  of  the  libellant.  It  might  be  denominated  a 
tentative  suit.  Security  for  costs  and  damages  appears  to  be  a  reasonable 
requisite  preliminary  to  further  proceedings ;  and  public  considerations,  which  a 
Court  of  Admiralty  should  dutifully  regard,  have  also  an  influence  in  deciding  in 
this  direction.  Lieutenant  Matson's  proceedings  have  been  carried  on  with  all 
the  alleviations  and  mitigations  which  were  compatible  with  a  coercive  custody 
of  the  property.  But  the  practice  is  a  hazardous  one,  liable  to  hardship  and 
abuse  ;  and  commanders  should  be  impressed  with  a  sense  of  their  liabilities, 
in  adopting  a  course  with  the  navigators  of  other  nations,  in  which  they  act  on 
their  own  responsibility,  and  avowedly,  as  in  this  instance,  "  without  orders  or 
instructions  to  interfere  with  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 
whatever  their  employment  may  be."  . 
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As  to  the  amount  in  which  stipulation  should  be  required,  the  learned  judge 
said,  that,  not  considering  it  a  case  for  award  of  vindictive  damages,  if  the  libel- 
lant  should  fail  in  his  suit,  the  sum  of  1000  dollars  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
sufficient;  but  the  terms  of  the  stipulation  would  admit  of  enlargement  of  the 
sum,  if  in  the  progress  of  the  trial  it  should  appear  to  be  requisite. 

An  early  day  would  be  assigned  for  the  hearing,  with  a  reserve  of  further 
discussionand  consideration  of  all  the  objections  which  had  been  offered  and 
urged  against  the  issue  of  Admiralty  process. 

He  added,  that,  in  the  discussion  on  the  present  position  of  this  case,  the 
whole  subject  to  which  it  related  was  of  such  interest,  that  many  impressive 
considerations  inevitably  came  into  view,  in  regard  to  which  it  might  not  be 
proper  to  enlarge  in  this  stage  of  the  suit.  The  present  position  of  the 
lawful  commerce  of  our  fellow-citizens  with  Africa  was  attended  with  peculiar 
difficulties.  The  culpable  incidents  occasionally  accompanying  the  trade  on 
that  coast,  were  fully  expressed  in  the  last  paragraphs  of  the  President's' Mes- 
sage already  mentionea.  The  course  commenced  by  British  cruisers  with 
supposed  offenders  against  the  laws  of  their  respective  countries,  without 
orders  or  instructions  from  their  Government,  was  of  an  irritating  and  question- 
able character.  Some  legislative  expression  on  the  subject  appeared  to  be  of 
pressing  necessity,  if  an  engagement  by  Treaty  be  considered  as  hopeless. 
Such  a  discouraging  view,  in  reference  to  negotiations,  it  would  be  painful  to 
be  compelled  to  indulge.  The  language  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  offiicial  letter  as 
Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Addington,  April  6,  1825,  was  doubtless  from  the 
heart,  sincere  as  it  was  impressive: — "  It  is  the  anxious  hope  of  the  President, 
that  the  Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  should  see,  in  all  that  has 
occurred,  nothing  towards  it  unfriendly  on  the  part  of  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  nothing  that  ought  to  slacken  their  separate  or  united  exertions  in  the 
employment  of  all  other  practical  modes  to  effectuate  the  great  object,  so  dear 
to  both,  of  an  entire"  extirpation  of  a  traffic  which  is  condemned  by  reason,  reli- 
gion, and  humanity."  Where  there  is  a  will,  it  is  said,  there  is  a  way.  In 
regard  to  the  object  in  view,  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  there  is  ma- 
nifestly a  will,  a  cordial  good  will,  in  both  nations.  In  concurrence  with  their 
advancement  in  commerce  and  the  arts,  might  we  not  hope  for  a  consummation 
of  an  acceptable  and  salutary  arrangement  pn  this  subject,  by  which  they  may 
richly  enjoy  "the  peaceful  fruits  of  righteousness,"  and  be  the  happy  instruments 
of  diffusing  the  precious  boon  among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  ? 

No.  296. 

Mr,  Consul  Grattan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate^  Boston^  February  25,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  March  17.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  copies  of  a 
letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Hillard,  counsel  for  Mr.  Jackson,  to  Mr.  Mills,  the 
district  attorney,  and  of  Mr.  Mills's  answer  thereto.  By  the  latter,  your  Lord- 
ship will  perceive  that  Mr.  Mills  declines  proceeding  further  in  the  case  of  the 
**  Tigris/'  and  also  that  he  admits  Mr.  Jackson  to  have  been  "  entitled  to  the 
per  diem  allowance,"  as  a  witness  for  the  criminal  prosecution  against  the  mas- 
ter and  mate  of  the  *^  Tigris/'  at  the  time  when  he  (Mr.  Mills)  declined  claim- 
ing for  him  the  protection  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  have  nothing  further  to 
communicate  to  your  Lordship  on  this  subject,  beyond  what  was  detailed  in 
my  Despatches  marked  Slave  Trade,  of  January  31  and  February  18,  except 
my  havibg  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pox,  with  copies  of  his  letter  of  the  5th 
instant  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Secretary  of  State,  hoping  that  the  United  States' 
Government  might  find  it  advisable  to  desire  Mr.  Mills  to  co-operate  in  the 
proceedings  against  the  *'  Tigris/'  and  Mr.  Forsyth^s  reply  to  Mr.  Fox,  dated 
the  10th  instant,  wherein  he  states  that  no  information  on  the  subject  bad,  at 
that  time,  been  received  at  the  State  Department. 

Ihave,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  C.  GfRATTAN. 

The  Right  Hon.  discount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

Sfc.  Sfc.  Src.  r^  T 
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First  Enclosure  in  No.  296. 

Mr.  Hillard  to  the  Hon.  J,  Mills. 

Dear  Sib,  Court  Street,  Fehruaty  \%  184L 

We  have  been  arrested  in  our  proceedings  Mk  behalf  of  Lieutenant 
Matson^  against  the  brig  "  Tigris,''  by  the  necessity  of  stipulatii^for  costs  and 
damages.  In  the  case  of  the  "  Catheriney'  which  was  sent  into  New  York,  the 
United  States  filed  a  libel  for  forfeiture,  and  the  vessel  has  been  condenmed, 
and  a  petition  is  now  before  the  Circuit  Court  from  the  captors,  praying  the 
Court  to  award  to  them  one-half  of  the  proceeds  adjudged  to  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  District  Attorney  is  entirely  willing  that  the  peti- 
tion should  pr eyaily  and  will  not  oppose  it.  My  purpose  in  now  addressing 
you  is  to  ascertain  whether  a  similar  arrangement  cannot  be  made  in  r^ard  to 
the  **  Tigris  J  ^  so  that  a  libel  may  be  filed  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  which 
will  reUeve  the  case  from  all  difficulty  and  embarrassment  on  the  ground  of 
security  for  costs  and  damages,  with  an  understanding  that  in  case  the  vessel 
and  cargo  should  be  condemned,  the  British  captors  may  be  allowed  to  come 
in  and  petition  for  one-half  of  the  value. 

With  much  respect,  &c. 

The  Han.  J.  MiMs,  (Signed)  GEO.  S.  HILLARD. 

SfC.    SfC.    Sfc. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  296. 
The  Hon.  J.  Milk  to  Mr.  HiUard. 


United  States^  District  Attorney's  Office,  Boston^ 
Sir,'  February  23,  1841. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  respecting  the  brig  "  Tigris,'^  I  have  to  state, 
that  I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  nle  a  libel  in  behalf  of  the  United  States 
against  the  brig  and  cargo,  and  that  I  shall  not  do  it  unless  I  am  so  instructed 
by  the  Department  at  Washington. 

Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  think  that  Mr.  Jackson  wiU 
be  entitled  to  the  usual  per  diem  allowance  of  a  witness  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  versics  Frye  et  alios^  from  the  time  he  was  recognized  till  he  is 
discharged  as  a  witness  in  May  next. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MILLS, 

G.  S.  Hillard,  Esq.,  United  States'  Attorney. 

8fc.    8[c.     8fc. 


No.  297. 

Mr^  Consul  Grattan  ta  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty* s  Consulate y  Boston,  March  16,  1841. 

My  Lobd,  (Received  April  1.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  Mr.  Fox  eommunicated 
to  me  a  few  days  since  at  Washington,  the  copy  of  a  Desps^ch  addressed  by 
Lord  Le^esoit  to  me,  by  your  Lordship's  orders,  on  the  subject  of  the  "  Tigris^" 
instructing  me  to  gvfe  up  aD  proceedings  against  that  vessel.  The  origiaal 
Despatch  has  not  reached  me,  nor  is  it  to  be  found  at  New  York,  either  at  &e 
British  Consulate,  or  at  the  office  of  the  post-office  agent 

My  Despatches  to  your  Lordship^  subsequent  to  that  of  December  31,  1840, 
will  have  informed  you  that  I  was  no  party  in  the  proceedings  instituted  against 
the  *'  Tigris,"  my  only  mterference  in  the  case  bemg  for  the  protection  of  Mid- 
shipman J&ckson,  and  for  enabling  him  to  do  what  appeared  advisable  in  justice 
to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  "  Waterwitch.'* 

Mr.  Jackson  remains  here,  awaiting  the  result  of  the  various  actions  to  whicli 
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he  lias  been  made  a  party,  being  withont  instnictiDhs  of  any  kind  from  the  Ad- 
miralty or  the  ship's  agent. 

I  have,  ftc. 

(Signed)  T.  C.  GRATTAN. 

The  Bight  Hwu  Vitemtd  PedmerttoH,  G.C.B., 

8f€.  cfc*  -qrc 


No.  29a 

YUeount  Palmer»t»H  U  British  Constds* 

Foreign  Office,  April  15,  1841. 
Circalar»  soading  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confederatioo. 

(See  No.  1.) 

No.  299. 

Mr.  Consul  Buchanan  to  Vucount  Palmerstan, 

Her  Majesty's  Censukfte,  New  York,  Mmreh  34,  1841. 
(Extract.)  {Received  April  17.) 

The  9ciiooiief  ^*  Butterfly  '*  has  hem  finally  condemned.  A  Spaniard, 
Mr.  MoBtero,  has  filed  his  libel,  and  claimed  one-third  the  cai^,  and  the  dakn 
has  been  argued  three  days ;  the  result  I  shall  communicate  as  soon  as  the  Court 
deliver  their  opinion.  The  schoon^  ^*  Catherine^''  which  was  ooademned^  was 
this  day  sold  by  the  Marshal  of  the  United  States,  and  was  bought  by  Peter 
HamiK>Dy  and  do.,  a  Spanish  house  here,  the  known  agents  for  the  slave-dealers. 
From  the  clamour  raised  as  to  the  right  of  search,  (in  consequence  of  the  vessel 
sent  into  Boston  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  cruisers,)  I  have  endeavoured  to  con- 
duct the  condemnation  of  these  vessels  so  as  to  exhibit  the  course  pursued  as 
proceeding  from  courtesy  to  the  United  States,  leaving  the  vindication  of  their 
flag  to  their  own  courts,  so  that  my  proceedings  have  escaped  the  abuse  of  the 
press ;  while  I  trust  I  have  faithfully  done  my  duty,  my  most  anxious  desire  is 
that  my  course  may  meet  your  Liordship^s  approbation. 

I  have,  fee. 

(Signed)  JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

Tie  Right  Hon.  Visomaii  Fahnenttm,  G.C.B., 
^c  Sfc.  ^c. 

No.  300. 

Mr.  C&nsul  Grattan  to  Viscount  Falmerston. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate,  Boston,  March  27,  184l. 
My  Lord»  (Received  April  17.J 

The  Despatch  from  Lord  Leveson,  dated  February  8,  alluded  to  in  mine 
addressed  to  your  Lordship  of  the  17th  instant,  has  since  then  reached  me. 
Having  been  addressed  merely  to  Boston,  it  was  sent  to  that  town  in  England ; 
and  the  word  America  being  there  put  on  the  Cover,  it  arrived  here  by  the  steam- 
packet  •'  Caledonia  "  on  the  20th  instant. 

I  have  now  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  the  actions  brought  agsunst  Midship- 
man Jackson,  by  the  six  seamen  of  the  "  Tigris,'^  were  called  at  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  at  Salem  on  the  16th  instant.  Petitions  were  then  put  in  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Jackson,  for  the  removal  of  the  actions  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  tried  at  the  next  term,  which  commences  May  15,  in  con- 
formity with  the  Act  of  Congress  of  1789,  cap.  20,  which  secures  to  aliens,  when 
sued  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  right  to  have  the  process  against  (beta 
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Femored,  inhere  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sura  of  500  dollars.  The 
damages  on  the  present  writs  were  laid  at  1000  dollars  each. 

It  was  moved  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  (with  the  view  of  defeating  this 
application)  to  amend  the  cui  damnum^  by  redncing  the  damages  claimed  in  each 
case  to  400  dollars.  After  the  question  had  been  argued  at  some  length.  Judge 
Warren  took  three  days  to  consider  it ;  and  on  the  19th  Instant  he  pronounced 
his  decision  in  favour  of  Mn  Jackson's  petition,  ordering  the  removal  of  the 
actions  to  the  Circuit  Court,  on  the  defendant's  entering  into  the  bonds  required 
by  the  statute. 

A  great  point  towards  giving  the  jchance  of  a  fair  trial  is  thus  gained.  Had 
the  actions  been  tried  by  a  Salem  jury  there  would  have  been  little  doubt  that  the 
result  would  have  been  unfarourable  to  Mr.  Jackson.  The  Judge  before  whom 
the  actions  will  now  be  tried,-  Mr.  Justice  Story,  is  a  most  upright  and  liberal 
man,  of  independent  mind  and  high  authority  in  this  country.  Uis  recent  deci- 
sion on  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  the 
*'  Amistad''  negroes,  is  a  guarantee  of  his  wish  to  discourage  the  African  Slave 
Trade  and  its  abettors,  whatever  form  it  may  take.     So  strong  is  the  general  im- 

Sression  to  this  effect,  that  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  the  actions  against  Mr. 
ackson  are  altogether  abandoned.  He  must,  however,  be  prepared  to  meet 
them  should  they  be  persevered  in ;  and  I  hope  to  receive  from  your  Lordship, 
before  the  day  of  trial,  instructions  as  to  the  means  of  obviating  further  incon- 
venience to  Mr.  Jackson  should  damages  be  awarded  to  the  plaintiffs. 

He  has  not  received,  since  his  arrival  here,  any  communication  whatever  from 
the  Admiralty,  the  commander  of  the  "  Waterwitch,"  the  ship's  agent,  or  his  own 
private  agent.  I  have  in  consequence  become  responsible  for  his  hotel  expen«*es, 
as  well  as  for  those  of  the  law  proceedings  against  him,  and  I  am  not  yet  informed 
if  the  bills  he  drew  in  my  favour  are  paid ;  but  even  if  they  have  been  paid  they 
would  be  insufficient  to  cover  the  amount  of  my  advances  and  liabilities. 

I  cannot  avoid  expressing  to  your  Lordship  my  great  regret  that  the  District 
Attorney  of  this  State  should  have  declined  to  follow  up  his  prosecution  of  the 
master  and  mate  of  the  **  Tigris  "  by  proceedings  against  the  ship  and  cargo. 
From  many  recent  indications,  as  well  as  from  the  obvious  nature  of  the  case, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  on  a  trial  before  Judge  Story,  in  the  United  States'  Disi- 
trict  Court,  the  probabilities  w^re  that  both  ship  and  cargo  would  have  been 
condemned,  and  that  public  opinion  in  this  country  might  have  been  so  prepared 
for  such  a  result  as  to  have  not  only  borne  it,  but  approved  of  it.  I  am  igno- 
rant of  the  general  feeling  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  important  ques- 
tion of  which  this  case  of  the  *'  Tigris  "  forms  a  branch.  My  predecessor  in  this 
consulate  left  me  no.  printed  papers  nor  copies  of  correspondence  on  the  subject, 
nor  have  I  received  any  since  my  arrival  here.  Apprehending,  however,  from 
the  tenor  of  Lord  Leveson's  Despatch,  that  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  may  be  prohibited  from  taking  measures  similar  to  those  pursued 
by  Lieutenant  Matson  in  regard  to  the  **  Tigris^''  I  trust  I  may,  without  pre- 
sumption, be  allowed  to  suggest  to  your  Lordship,  that  if  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ever  countenanced  or  approved  of  such  measures,  the  existing  state  of  feel- 
ing in  this  country  would  be  rather  favourable  than  contrary  to  their  continuance 
now. 

It  is  true  that  the  late  Administration  at  Washington  strongly  reprobated 
Lieutenant  Matson's  conduct  and  approved  of  that  of  the  District  Attorney 
here.  The  majority  of  the  Judges  also  showed  a  disposition  to  thwart  and 
embarrass  Mr.  Jackson.  The  public  press,  urged  by  the  owners  and  lawyers 
of  the  ''  Tigris''  was  loud  in  attacks  on  the  British  Government  and  its  naval 
officers.  But  on  the  other  hand  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  Mr.  Forsyth's  tone 
on  this  subject  (diametrically  opposite  to  the  principles  of  the  President's  late 
speech  to  Congress)  was  assuredly  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  another 
subject  of  embarrassment  to  the  present  Administration,  in  their  discussion  of 

— : lA.r.  rr —  -hir^: — i._»-  r^ j.      i  _!•  xi.^   t.-j xi.  ^  t-^i^ 
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policy  to  be  disbelievecL  The  fact  of  the  United  States'  ships  of  war  bein^  so 
lately  forced  to  abandon  their  stations  on  account  of  sickness,  while  the  British 
cruisers  maintain  their  post  in  spite  of  all  sufferings,  thus  protecting  the  lawful 
trade  of  both  countries,  has  ejtcited ,  much  attention.  The  result  of  the 
"  Amistad^'  question  has  had  great  effect.  In  short,  my  Lord,  everything  at 
the  present  moment  tends  to  prepare  the  mass  of  the  American  people  (and 
the  Administration  could  not,  in  all  probability,  long  hang  back)  to  hail  with 
approval  measures  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  induce  that  of 
the  United  States  to  co-operate  in  carrying  out  their  own  enactments  against 
the  Slave  Trade.  One  vessel,  in  circumstances  analogous  to  those  of  the 
"  Tigrisy'  seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned,  would  have  more  effect  on  the 
question  in  this  country  than  all  the  reasoning  that  might  be  brought  to  bear 
on  it  for  years ;  while  the  insertion  from  time  to  time  in  the  newspapers  of 
such  articles  as  the  two  I  beg  leave  to  enclose,  would,  I  am  sure,  be  of  consi- 
derable utility. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  C.  GRATTAN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B.  ^ 

8fC.  8fc.  Sfc. 


First  Enclosure  in  No.  300. 
JSoftraetfrom  the  ''Daily  Advertiser  and  Patriot""  of  February  20,  1841. 

Right  of  Search. 

*'  She  has  recently  seized  our  vessels  and  exercised  a  power  involving 
the  right  of  search,  under  the  pretext  of  suppressing  the  foreign  Slave  Trade, 
which,  if  persevered  in,  will  sweep  our  commerce  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  and 
which  is  mcompatible  with  our  rights  as  a  maritime  power." 

The  above  extract  from  Mr.  Pickens's  bill  of  charges  against  Great  Britain 
is  the  echo  of  many  paragraphs  which  have  of  late  appeared,  seemingly  to 
excite  hostility  in  the  minds  of  people  against  that  Government,  and  incident- 
ally to  draw  attention  from  the  circumstances  attending  the  seizures  alluded 
to.  Some  of  these  cases  have  been  tried  in  our  Courts,  and  condemnation  fol- 
lowed ;  another  is  now  under  judicial  action,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  the 
course  adopted  by  the  oflScer  who  commanded  the  vessel  and  sent  her  to  the 
port  of  registry  for  trial  was  not  wholly  indefensible. 

"  The  right  of  search,"  what  is  it?  Some  imagine  that  because  a  vessel 
displays  our  national  flag,  she  is,  merely  by  that  act,  to  be  exempted  from  any 
visit  or  question  from  any  •  ship  of  war  in  any  sea,  and  however  employed. 
Such,  we  believe,  is  not  the  truth.  The  utility  to  commerce  of  having  national 
vessels  cruising  either  in  remote  seas,  or  in  those  in  our  vicinity,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  unarmed  merchantmen  against  lawless  violence  or  wreck,  is  uni- 
versally recognised,  and  we  are  often  called  to  bear  witness  to  international 
courtesies  arising  from  the  exercise  of  such  power;  but  no  sooner  does  a  case 
happen  where  inconvenience  has  been  caused  to  a  merchant  vessel  in  being 
"brought  to  and  overhauled"  by  a  ship  of  war,  than  the  circumstance  is  mag- 
nified into  an  atrocious  infringement  upon  our  rights  and  the  laws  of  nations. 
The  right  of  visiting  vessels  should  be  conceded  to  all  national  ships,  else  how 
is  it  to  b6  known  whether  they  have  any  authority  to  sail  under  the  flag  which 
they  hoist?  A  pirate  or  a  slaver  may  hoist  any  colours  whatever,  and  nothing 
but  a  careful  examination  of  the  "  register  "  and  roll  of  equipage  can  afford 
proof  of  the  nationality  of  the  vessel  or  crew.  The  more  therefore  a  vessel 
attempts  by  carrying  sail  or  change  of  course  to  avoid  a  cruiser,  the  more  she 
becomes  an  object  of  suspicion.  It  not  unfrequently  occurs  that  men-of-war 
are  despatched  purposely  to  seek  for  piratical  vessels  which  have  been  reported 
in  some  particular  quarter.  We  would  ask  whether,  in  such  a  case,  they  should 
not  carry  with  them  the  right  to  compel  all  vessels  they  meet  to  heave  to,  in 
order  to  procure  information  as  to  the  whereabout  of  the  object  of  their  present 
search,  as  well  as  to  satisfy  themselves  that  "the  chase'*  is  in  the  hands  of 
lawful  possessors. 

In  respect  to  the  trade  with  Africa  which  Mr.  Pickens  seems  to  think  an 
Class  D.  2S  a^  t 
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object  of  hostility  by  the  British  naval  officers,  it  has  certainly  become  an  object 
of  suspicion,  to  say  the  least,  by  oar  own  Government,  and  particnlar  atteation 
has  been  drawn  to  it  by  President  Van  Buren  in  his  last  annual  messa^.  Ne- 
vertheless, by  the  unpardonable  neglect  of  his  administration,  that  important 
station  was  left  during  many  months  of  the  past  year  without  any  United  States* 
vessel  ot  war,  and  it  was  pending  that  interval  that  the  seizures  complained  of 
were  enforced.  Had  the  schooner  "  Grampus  *'  not  been  withdravm  until  some 
other  vessel  had  been  despatched  to  relieve  her,  theEngli^  commanders  would 
gladly  have  turned  these  cases  into  the  hands  of  our  own  officers,  who  would 
have  borne  the  responsibility,  and  thus  one  source  of  bitter  waters  would  have 
been  stopped. 

PAX. 


Second  Enclosure  in  No.  300. 

^  THE  SLAVE  TRADE  UNDER  THE  AMERICAN  FLAG." 

The  following  article  we  found  in  a  London  paper,  avowedly  taken 
from  the  "  AUgemeine  Zeitung,"  though  it  was  doubtless  written  by  an  Eng- 
lishman : — 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  England  in  her  struggle  for  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade  are  such,  that  it  requires  all  the  energy  of  the  nation  not  to 
sink  under  the  discouragement  which  it  is  exposed  to.  Lord  Palmerston  is  at 
present  engaged  in  a  correspondence  with  the  United  States,  and  that  corre- 
spondence has,  on  both  sides,  been  conducted  with  some  asperity.  According 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  conveyance  of  slaves  under  the  A«ierican 
flag  is  an  act  of  piracy,  but  the  Yankees  have  indirectly  found  means  to  pro- 
mote the  Slave  Trade  very  considerably,  and  to  appropriate  to  themselves  a  large 
share  in  the  enormous  profits  that  accrue  from  it,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
Slave  Trade  of  Cuba  being  at  present  carried  on  by  Americans. 

The  outfitting  clause  has  now  been  recognised  by  the  Treaties  between  Spain 
and  England,  by  which  clause  a  ship/  even  though  it  had  no  slaves  on  b^ud, 
may  be  condemned  for  a  slaver  if  fitted  up  for  tbe  conveyance  of  slaves,  and 
such  destination  may  be  known  with  certainty  from  the  appearance  of  the 
between  decks,  from  the  extent  of  the  cooking  apparatus,  and  from  the  nun- 
ber  of  water-casks  on  board.  Since  the  adoption  of  that  clause,  the  large 
slave- dealers  at  Havana  seek  to  engage  vessels  that  may  not  be  exposed  to  the 
danger  of  capture  before  they  arrive  on  the  African  coast  Now  Amerk^, 
under  the  pretext  that  she  is  able  to  prevent  the  Slave  Trade  under  her  own 
dag,  has  always  refused  to  England  the  mutual  right  of  search,  that  is  the 
right  of  the  ships  of  war  of  the  one  nation  to  search  ihe  merchant  vessels  of 
the  other.  Ships,  accordingly,  sailing  under  the  American  flag,  and  provided 
with  American  papers,  are  in  no  danger  from  a  British  cruiser,  so  long  as  they 
have  no  slaves  on  board,  for  if  they  have  they  are  delivered  up  by  the  EngUsh 
to  the  American  tribunals.  For  these  reasons,  the  slave-dealers  of  the 
Havana  have,  for  three  years  past,  been  in  the  habit  of  causing  quicknsailing 
slave-ships  to  be  built  at  Baltimore,  whence  they  proceed  to  Havana  under 
American  c(dours,  with  an  American  captain,  and  with  American  papers.  At 
Havana  the  papers  are  examined  by  the  American  CJonsul,  a  Spanish  crew  is 
put  on  board,  and  the  ship  is  provided  with  private  Spanish  papers ;  but  the 
American  captain  continues  in  conmiand,  and  with  this  double  set  of  papers 
the  vessel  starts  for  the  African  coast.  If  on  the  way  a  British  cruiser  be  met 
vnth,  the  American  papers  are  shown,  and  the  vessel  must  not  be  detained ; 
but  once  arrived  on  the  slave  coast,  the  Am^ican  captain  takes  possession  of 
the  American  papers,  which  are  cut  up,  and  sent  back  to  Baltimore  by  Affe- 
rent conveyances,  that  no  trace  of  American  participation  may  remain*  A 
Spanish  captain  then  assumes  the  command,  the  human  cargo  is  taken  on 
board,  and  the  ship  starts  on  her  return  to  Cuba.  The  whole  risk  incurred  is 
that  the  vessel  may  be  captured  by  a  British  cruiser  while  at  anchor,  but  that 
danger  is  comparatively  trifling.  The  English  Conunission  at  Sierra  Leone 
has  found  in  slave-ships  the  correspondence  between  the  Havana  merchants 
and  their  factors  at  Gallinas,  and  at  other  places  on  the  African  coast ;  the 
merchants  write  that  the  only  reason  they  do  not  send  more  ships  is,  the 
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scaircity  of  American  vessels ;  but  that  the  supply  increases  daily»  and  tbat^ 
th^efore^  the  factors  may  rely  on  the  early  arrival  of  more  ships. 

These  crimes  lie  chi€»fly  at  the  door  of  the  American  Consuls ;  particularly 
at  that  of  the  Consul  of  Havana,  where  the  notorious  Trist  first  established 
the  system  of  fraudulent  American  papers*  This  man  has^  indeed^  been  re- 
called^ in  consequence  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  British  Embassy ;  but  his 
successor.  Smithy  apparently  lends  himself  quite  as  readily  to  the  fraud.  The 
English  Commissioners  of  the  mixed  tribUnsds  for  the  condemnation  of  slave- 
ships  at  Sierra  Leone»  Havana,  Bermuda^  and  Rio,  are  unanimous  in  their 
accounts  of  the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  and  require  that  England  should  de- 
clare the  Slave  Trade  piracy,  while  the  British  cruisers  on  the  Slave  Coast  are 
constantly  exposed  to  the  temptation  of  searching  and  detaining  vessels  under 
the  American  flag,  and  provided  with  American  papers.  The  British  officers, 
in  fact,  are  placed  in  a  most  trying  position.  If  they  search  a  bond  fide  vessel, 
the  consequence  is  a  formal  complaint  from  Washington ;  and  if  they  consent 
to  be  blinded  by  appearances,  they  may  just  as  well  give  up  altogether  their 
cruising  against  slave-ships.  A  few  months  ago,  four  vessels  (the  "  Casmrd,'' 
**  Clara,''  "  Eagle,''  and  "  Wyoming")  sailing  under  the  American  flag  were 
brought  by  British  cruisers  to  Sierra  Leone,  on  account  of  their  being  fitted  up 
for  the  Slave  Trade,  and  evidently  belonging  to  Spanish  houses.  The  Court  at 
Sierra  Leone  gave  a  decision  first  on  the  case  of  the  "  Cassard,'*  which  was 
liberated  on  the  ground  of  her  American  papers.  The  three  other  vessels 
were  thereupon  sent  by  the  captors  to  New  York,  and  delivered  over  to  the 
American  authorities.  These  decided  that  the  ships  were  Spanish  property, 
and  as  such,  not  liable  to  American  jurisdiction.  The  officers  then  carried  their 
prizes  to  Bermuda;  and  should  they  not  be  able  to  obtain  a  decision  there^ 
they  mean  to  take  them  to  Havana,  and  bring  them  before  the  Spanish  tri- 
bunals. The  Attorney-General  in  London  has  since  then  declared  the  libera- 
tion of  the  "  Cassard  '^  to  have  been  illegal,  so  that  the  captors  have  unneces- 
sarily been  compelled  to  carry  their  prizes  from  port  to  port,  in  search  of  a 
judge,  by  the  confusion  to  which  these  American  papers  give  rise. 

Lord  Palmerston  has  protested  with  great  energy  at  Washington  against  this 
system  of  firaud,  and  has  renewed  his  demand  for  a  right  of  search  ;  but  the 
President's  only  reply  has  been,  that  he  sees  himself  compelled  to  send  Ameri- 
can ships  of  war  to  the  African  coast,  in  order  to  protect  American  merchant- 
men from  being  searched  by  British  cruisers.  To  a  renewed  application  from 
Lord  Palmerston,  the  President  has  answered,  that  these  are  not  the  proper 
means  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  what  the  English  ought  to 
do  is,  instead  of  attempting  to  prevent  the  conveyance  of  slaves,  to  destroy  the 
slave  markets  of  Rio  and  Cuba.  This  piece  of  advice  is  mere  insolent  irony, 
for  no  one  knows  better  than  the  President  that  England  can  destroy  the  slave 
market  of  Havana  only  by  occupying  the  island,  and  that  such  occupation 
would  immediately  lead  to  a  war  with  the  United  States. 

The  false  position  in  which  the  United  States  have  placed  themselves  in 
respect  to  everything  nearly  or  remotely  connected  with  slavery  is  such  that,  in 
matters  of  this  kind,  neither  justice  nor  even  decorum  is  to  be  expected  from 
them,  the  President  being  well  aware  that  the  elections  depend  on  slave-holders 
and  slave-dealers*  How  long  England  will  tolerate  these  wretched  subterfuges, 
it  is  difficult  to  say ;  but  the  question  will  probably  become  one  of  a  more 
serious  discussion  than  that  which  respects  the  Canadian  boundary,  for  the 
people  of  England  will  never  allow  their  Government  to  relax  in  its  efforts  to 
obtain  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 


No.  30L 
VueofUfU  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Conwl  Grattan. 

Sir,  Foreign  Offi.ee,  April  22,  184L 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  27th  ultimo. 
In  that  Despatch  you  acknowleage  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  was  written 
to  ;^ou,  under  my  directions,  by  Lord  Leveson,  on  the  8th  of  February  last,  con- 
veying to  you  instructions  for  your  guidance  in  respect  to  proceedings  in  the 
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United  States'  Courts,  consequent  upon  the  detention  of  the  United  States' 
vessel  "  Tigris,'*  by  Her  Majesty's  brig  *'  Waterwitch,''  Lieutenant  Matson 
commander ;  and  you  exf)ress  a  hope  that  you  may  receive  from  me  instructions 
as  to  the  means  of  obviating^  further  inconvenience  to  Midshipman  Jackson,  in 
case  the  result  of  those  proceedings  should  be  that  damages  should  be  awarded 
against  him. 

I  have  transmitted  your  letter  to  the  Admiralty  for  any  instructions  which 
that  board  may  think  it  right  to  give  to  Lieutenant  Matson^  or  to  Mr.  Jackson, 
upon  this  subject ;  and  with  respect  to  your  own  conduct  in  this  matter,  I  have 
to  refer  you  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  letter  from 
Lord  Leveson. 

I  am,  &c. 

T.  C.  Grattan,  Esq.  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.     8fc.      Sfc. 


No.  302. 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  British  Consuls. 

Foreign  Office j  AprU  22,  1841. 
Circular  sending  Convention  with  Hayti. 

(See  No.  2.) 

No.  303. 

Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Maj€sty*s  Consulate,  Boston,  April  16,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  May  3.) 

Not  having  received  any  communication  from  the  Foreign  Office  on 
the  subject  of  the  "  Tigris"'  since  I  had  the  honour  to  address  your  Lordship 
on  the  23rd  ultimo,  I  have  now  only  to  report  the  law  proceedings  which  have 
since  then  taken  place. 

As  I  anticipated,  the  parties  in  the  six  actions  against  Mr.  Jackson  have 
attempted  to  withdraw  them.  They  gave  notice  that  they  would  voluntarily 
become  ''  non-suited  "  in  each  action,  but  coupled  it  with  an  intimation  that 
six  new  actions  were  to  be  commenced  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  damages 
to  be  laid  at  300  dollars  in  each,  so  as  to  secure  the  trials  before  a  Salem  jury. 

To  defeat  this  attempt  to  evade  a  fair  trial  in  the  Superior  Court,  and  force 
one  before  a  prejudiced  tribunal,  Mr.  Jackson's  counsel  argued  that  the 
original  actions  were  in  transitu  to  the  Circuit  Court,  and  could  not  be  with- 
drawn until  that  Court  was  in  Session.  This  was  opposed  by  the  plaintiff's 
counsel,  but  decided  in  favour  of  the  defendant  by  Judge  Warren.  The  ac- 
tions, therefore,  stand  over  till  the  15th  of  May. 

The  two  other  actions  by  the  master  and  mate,  where  the  damages  are  so 
high  as  to  bring  them  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts, will  also  be  removed  at  the  proper  time  to  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States;  so  that  all  the  trials  will  take  place  (if  persevered  in)  before 
Judge  Story. 

On  the  13th  instant,  Mr.  Jackson  was  served  with  a  summons  (but  not  with 
a  writ  of  arrest)  to  appear  in  another  action  commenced  against  him  by  a 
seventh  seaman  belonging  to  the  "  IHgriSy^  named  Hendrickson,  damages  laid 
at  400  dollars,  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  with  the  object  of  having  it 
tried  at  Salem.  Mr.  Jackson  mast  enter  an  appearance  in  this  suit  on  Tues- 
day^ the  27th  instant. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  T.C.  GRATTAN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8fc.  &c.  Sfc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UNITED  STATES— (C(mw/«r).  317 

No.  304. 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  British  Consuls. 

Foreign  Office,  May  8,  1841. 
Circular  on  holding  or  being  interested  in  Slave  Property. 

(See  No.  43.) 

No.  305. 

Mr.  ConstU  Buchanan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty* s  Consulate,  New  York,  April  22,  1841. 

My  Lord,  {Received  May  17.) 

I  HAV£  the  honour  to  inforra  your  Lordship,  that  the  two  steam  ships  built 
here  avowedly  for  the  Spanish  Government  for  Cuba,  which  I  mentioned  in  my 
letter  of  the  15th  August  last,  are  now  finished,  and  about  to  proceed  to  Havana : 
their  speed  and  power  is  greater  than  has  been  set  forth. 

I  had,  from  mere  conjecture,  considered  these  vessels  were  building  for  slave 
merchants  in  Cuba  rather  than  for  the  Government;  but  this  day  a  gentleman, 
who  is  very  intimate  with  the  Portuguese  minister  near  Washington,  has  informed 
me  such  was  the  case.  My  opinion  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  disbursements 
have  been  made  by  a  Spanish  officer,  while,  it  is  believed,  the  funds  were  fur- 
nished by  the  commercial  house  of  Peter  Harmony  and  Co.  in  this  city,  and  inti- 
mately connected  with  Cuba,  while  another  house  appear  as  the  agents.  The 
slaver  "  Catherine'  sent  m  here  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  ** Dolphin,"  which  was 
condemned  and  sold,  was  purchased  by  the  house  above  mentioned,  and  will  be 
again  in  the  trade.  It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  although  so  many  vessels 
have  been  engaged  in  that  trade  under  the  American  flag,  yet  I  have  not  heard 
of  a  single  vessel  having  been  brought  in  by  any  of  the  United  States'  vessels. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)        J.  BUCHANAN. 

The- Right  Hon.  Ftscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
8f€*  Sfc.  Sfc. 

No.  306. 

Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate,  Boston,  April  30,  1841. 
Mr  Lord,  (Received  May  17.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  a  new  motion  in  the 
"  Tigris'*  case  came  on  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  on  the  29th  instant,  at  Ipswich,  the  result  of  which  was  that 
Chief  Justice  Shaw  directed  the  removal  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  two  actions 
brought  against  Mr.  Jackson  by  the  captain  and  mate  of  the  "  Tigris/'  so  that 
they  may  take  the  same  course  with  the  other  six  actions  brought  by  the  sailors, 
and  which  had  been  previously  removed  from  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

In  the  case  of  the  action  brought  by  the  seventh  seaman,  Hendrickson,  men- 
tioned in  my  last  communication  to  your  Lordship  on  this  subject  on  the  1 5th 
instant,  Mr.  Jackson's  counsel  also  moved  for  the  **  continuance  "  of  the  action 
till  the  next  November  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  This  was  opposed  by  the 
plaintiff's  counsel,  who  pressed  for  an  immediate  trial ;  but  Chief  Justice  Shaw 
granted  the  motion,  so  that  this  last  action  has  not  been  allowed  to  come  between 
the  course  of  the  other  proceedings  and  a  fair  trial  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        T.  C.  GRATTAN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  8fc.  Sfc. 
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No.  307. 

Mr.  Consul  Sherwood  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

British  Consulate,  Maine  and  New  Hampshire^ 
Portlandy  May  14,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  June  12.) 

I  CRAVE  the  honour  to  ackhowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship^  De- 
spatch dated  the  i5th  of  April  last,  together  with  its  enclosed  printed  copy  of  a 
Treaty  concluded  at  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  24th  of  May,  1839,  and  ratified  on 
the  16th  of  May,  1840,  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Argentine  Confederation, 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  have^  &c. 

(Signed)        JOS.  T.  SHERWOOD. 
The  Right  Hon*  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 
cfCn  Sfc.  8fc* 

No.  308. 

Mr.  Consul  Grattan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  MajestyJs  Consulate,  Boston,  May  30,  1841* 
My  Lord,  (Received  June  15.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  letters 
of  April  15th,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  with  the  Argentine  Confedera- 
tion ;  and  of  22nd  April,  referring  me  to  a  former  letter  from  Lord  Leveson  for 
my  guidance  with  respect  to  the  case  of  the  "  Tigris.*' 

The  intervening  letter  has  not  reached  me.  The  only  letter  received  by  me 
from  Lord  Leveson  was  that  of  February  the  8th ;  and  as  that  letter  merely 
directed  me  to  discontinue  the  proceedings  which  your  Lordship  believed  me  to 
have  commenced  against  the  ''  Tigris,''  I  am  without  instructions  as  to  the 
course  I  should  pursue  for  Mr.  Jackson's  protection,  in  case  he  should  be  made 
liable  to  damages  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury.  The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have 
authorized  me  to  draw  on  the  Accountant-General  of  the  Navy  for  my  advances 
for  Mr.  Jackson's  expenses,  and  the  costs  of  the  law  proceedings  against  him, 
but  nothing  further.  I  have,  therefore,  only  to  continue  my  exertions  to  cause 
the  actions  to  be  abandoned,  and 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        T.  C.  GRATTAN, 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. , 
Sfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  309. 

Mr.  Consul  Peter  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

British  Consulate,  Philadelphia,  May  19,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  June  22.) 

I  HAV£  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  ccmcluded  at 
Buenos  Ayres  on  the  24th  of  May,  1839,  between  Her  Majesty  ttEid  the  Argen* 
tine  Confederation,  for  the  Aboli  ton  oftbe  Slave  Trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed;        WILLIAM  PETER. 

TTie  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B. 

^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 
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No.  310. 

Mr.  Consul  Buchanan  to  VUcount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majestj/'s  Consulate,  New  York,  June  10,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  July  1.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  Lordship's  information  a  copy 
of  the  judgment  of  the  United  States'  C!ourt  for  this  district,  dismissing  the 
suit  brought  by  Francis  Montero,  requiring  me  to  hand  over  tlie  cai^o  of  the 
^'  Butterfy^'  condemned  and  sold  for  bemg  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade, 
under  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

As  a  considerable  part  of  the  cargo  has  been  much  injured  by  the  long 
detention  on  board  the  vessel,  and  inasmuch  as  the  Mixed  Commission 
at  Sierra  Leone,  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  30th  December  last,  had  declined  to 
interfere,  and  inasmuch  as  I  have  expended  a  considerable  sum  on  the  insur- 
ance, storage,  and  care  of  the  cargo,  independent  of  the  heavy  law  expenses 
which  I  am  subject  to  pay,  through  the  protracted  litigation  to  which  the 
parties  have  resorted,  and  inasmuch  as  I  have  not  received  any  instructions  in 
consequence  of  my  letter  above  mentioned  of  last  year  to  your  Lordship,  I 
am  advised  that  it  is  my  duty,  as  it  is  but  just,  without  waiting  for  any  direc- 
tions from  the  Mixed  Commission,  (as  the  vessel  has  been  condemned  and 
sold,  and  from  the  Court  declining  to  take  cognizance  of  the  demand  of  the 
Spanish  claimants,)  to  sell  that  part  of  the  cargo  which  is  daily  becoming  less 
valuable,  and  as  much  of  the  remainder  as  will  cover  all  my  costs  and  charges, 
all  which  I  b^  to  submit  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have   &lc 
(Signed)  JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Viscount  Palmersion,  G.C.B. 
^c.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


Enclosure  in  No.  310. 

Decree  of  Judge  Betts^ 

AT  a  Special  Term  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York,  held  at  the 
City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on  Tuesday,  the  eighth 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  right  hundred 
and  forty-one. 

Present — The  Honourable  Samuel  R.  Bette. 

Francis  Montero  v.  Sixteen  Bales  of  Merchandise. 

The  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  Claimaut. 

This  cause  being  brought  to  hearing  upon  pleadings  and  proofs,  and 
the  advocates  of  the  respective  parties  being  fully  heard  thereupon,  and  due 
deliberation  being  had  in  the  premises,  and  it  appearing  to  the  Court  that  the 
libellant  is  a  subject  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  that  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  demanded  by  the  libel,  were  seized  and  captured  and  taken  from 
the  possession  of  the  libellant  on  the  high  seas,  by  a  vessel  of  war  and  subjects  of 
the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bntain  and  Ireland,  and  that  pos- 
session thereof  thereafter  continued  and  remained  with  the  captors  until  the 
said  property  was  brought  by  them  into  this  port,  and  delivered  to  the  British 
Consul  here  resident,  so  as  to  be  subject  to  the  cogaizance  of  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  because  of  being  laden  on  board  a  vessel  alleged  to  belong  to 
the  United  States,  and  to  be  employed  in  the  Slave  Trade  or  transportation  of 
slaves,  in  vioilation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  : 

And  it  further  appearing  to  the  Court,  that  although  the  said  vessel  was 
proceeded  against  by  the  United  States,  and  condemned  to  forfeiture  by  due 
process  of  law  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  yet  that  the  United  States  interposed  no 
claim  to  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  nor  in  any  way  controverted  the 
validity  and  legality  of  such  seizure  and  capture  by  the  claimant : 
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And  it  further  appearing  to  the;  Court,  that  the  right  to  retain  and  hold  the 
said  property  by  nieans  of  said  capture,  and  by  virtue  of  treaty  stipulations 
between  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting the  san^e  to  the  adjudication  of  a  tribunal  constituted  by  the  said 
powers,  on  the  allegation  of  the  captor,  that  the  said  property  is  lawful  prize, 
and  subject  to  condemnation  as  such,  is  asserted  and  claimed  by  the  Queen  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  intervening  in  this  behalf  in 
this  cause,  through  her  accredited  and  recognised  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States: 

And  it  further  appearing  to  the  Court,  that  the  vessel  of  war  making  the 
capture  and  seizure  complained  of,  had  been  theretofore  in  no  way  fitted  out, 
commissioned,  or  employed,  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States : 

Whereupon,  in  view  of  the  premises,  it  being  considered  by  the  Court,  that 
whether  or  no  the  libellant  be  shown,  by  competent  and  satisfactory  proof,  to 
be  the  bond  fide  owner  of  the  said  property,  or  entitled  at  the  time  the  same  was 
seized  and  captured  to  its  exclusive  possession,  yet  that  he  was  not  divested  of 
the  possession  thereof  in  such  manner  as  to  be  entitled  to  the  interposition  of 
this  Court  to  reclaim  it  from  the  captors  and  restore  it  to  him,  the  libellant : 

It  is  thereupon  ordered,  adjudged,  and  decreed,  that  the  libel  of  the  libellant 
in  this  behalf  be  dismissed,  with  costs  to  be  taxed. 

And  it  is  further  ordered^  that  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
arrested  in  this  cause,  by  process  of  this  Court,  and  now  detained  by  the  same, 
be  surrendered  and  delivered  up  to  the  Queen  of  England,  the  claimant  in  this 
cause,  or  to  her  agent  duly  authorized  and  empowered  in  this  behalf. 

(A  true  copy.)  (Signed)         CHARLES  D.  BETTS,  CkrJe. 


No.  311. 

Mr.  Consul  Buchanan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate,  New  York,  June  10,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  July  \^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  since  the  condemnation 
and  sale  of  the  slaver  "  Catherine^'  an  appeal  has  heen  lodged,  with  a  view  to 
enable  the  owners,  who  are  Spanish  residents  in  Cuba,  to  bring  an  action 
against  me,  as  Consul  having  possession  of  the  cargo,  but  I  should  hope  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  the  cargo  of  the  "  Butterfly"'  would  stop  further  proceed- 
ings, and  the  more  so,  as  the  criminality  of  the  "  Catherine''  was  much  more 
glaring,  and  so  proved  on  the  second  heanng,  in  having  found  150  pairs  of  iron 
manacles  on  board  among  the  cargo.  I  have  taken  the  necessary  steps  to 
resist  the  suit,  and  have  little  doubt  of  defeating,  should  the  parties  persevere ; 
and  I  beg  to  add,  that  I  should  feel  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  same  course  in 
disposing  of  as  much  of  the  cargo  of  the  "  Catherine"  as  would  pay  costs  and 
charges,  upon  the  same  principle  as  in  my  otlier  letter  of  this  date. 

I  have  ^LC 
(Signed)  JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmer ston,  G.C.B. 
cfc.  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  312. 
Mr.  Consul  Buchanan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate,  New  York,  June  10,  1841. 

My  Lord,  (Received  July  1.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  de- 
spatches, dated  April  15th  and  22nd  and  May  8th  respectively. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)         '  JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  Sfc.  8fc. 
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No.  313. 
Mr,  Consul  Grattan  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate,  Boston,  June  14,  1841. 
My  Lord,  (Received  July  I.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
letters  '*  Slave  Trade/'  of  April  22,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  Convention 
with  the  Republic  of  Hayti,  and  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  May  8th, 
accompanying  a  copy  of  a  memorial  from  the  General  Anti-Slavery  Con- 
vention. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  the  vexatious  proceed- 
ings in  the  case  of  Midshipman  Jackson  may  be  considered  as  nearly,  if  not 
entirely,  at  an  end.  By  promptly  meeting  the  attempts  of  the  lawyers  em- 
ployed against  him  to  embarrass  the  regular  course  of  the  various  suits,  and 
by  rejecting  all  their  offers  of  adjustment,  they  have  been  induced  to  abandon 
seven  out  of  eight  of  the  actions  of  trespass.  One  only,  in  the  case  of  one  of 
the  sailors  of  the  "  Tigris"  in  which  the  damages  are  laid  at  500  dollars,  is 
still  pending,  and  it  now  stands  over  till  the  month  of  September  next,  before 
which  time  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  it  will  be  witndrawn.  The  main 
object,  at  present,  of  the  owners  of  the  ''  Tigris,*'  at  whose  instigations  these 
actions  were  brought,,  is  to  have  the  facts  of  the  case  of  trespass  (supposing 
the  seizure  of  the  vessel  and  the  subsequent  proceedings  to  be  sucbj  esta- 
blished by  proof,  or  admitted  by  compromise,  so  as  to  found  a  demand  for 
the  loss  sustained  in  the  interruption  of  the  voyage,  &c.,  against  the  United 
States'  Government,  with  a  view  to  the  amount  being  ultimately  claimed 
from  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty.  Several  insidious  attempts  to  obtain 
these  admissions,  under  pretext  of  aiding  points  of  international  law.  or 
laying  down  rules  for  the  conduct  of  subaltern  officers,  have  been  made  by 
the  plaintiffs'  lawyers.  But  on  every  reference  to  me,  by  the  counsel  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Jackson,  to  sanction  any  arrangement  that  could  in  the  least 
degree  compromise  Her  Majesty's  Government,  or  the  Admiralty  in  parti- 
cular, I  have  invariably  refused.  I  prefer  leaving  the  parties  to  establish  their 
case  in  a  court  of  law,  if  they  can  do  so  ;  believing  that  they  will  not,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  risk  the  public  sifting  of  motives  and  conduct  which 
would  result  from  a  trial  before  a  jury  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States,  presided  over  by  so  honourable  and  independent  a  man  as  Judge 
Storey.     . 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  C.  GRATTAN. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  8fc.  8fc. 


No.  314. 

Viscount  Palmerstofi  to  Mr.  Consul  Grattan. 
Sir,  Foreign  Office,  July  14,  1841. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch.  Slave  Trade,  of  the  14th  ultimo,  re- 
porting the  course  which  you  had  pursued  about  the  actions  brought  in  the 
United  States'  Courts  of  Law  against  Midshipman  Jackson,  on  account  of  the 
detention  of  the  American  vessel  "  Tigris.''  And  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  approves  thereof. 

I  have,  &c. 
T.  C.  Grattan,  Esq.,  (Signed)  PALMERSTON. 

Sfc.        8fc. 
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No.  315. 

Mr,  Consul  Sherwood  to  Mr.  BidwelL 

British  Consulate^  Maine  and  New  Hampshire^ 
Portland,  June  29,  1841. 

Sir,  {Received  July  31.) 

On  the  5th  current,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  your  department  the 
Despatches  dated  April  22,  1841,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  Convention  with  the  Re- 

Enblic  of  Hayti,  concluded  at  Port  au  Prince  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1839, 
etween  his  late  Majestjr  and  the  King  of  the  French,  and  May  8,  1841,  cover- 
ing a  copy  of  a  Memonal  to  the  Right  Honourable  my  Lord  Palmerston,  from 
the  General  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  held  in  London  on  the  20th  of  June,  1840, 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  in  which  property  I  beg  leave  to  assure  his  Lordship  that 
I  am  not  mterested  either  as  a  holder,  employer,  or  in  any  other  way. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOS.  T.  SHERWOOD. 

John  Bidwelly  Esq-^ 
8fc.      8fc.      Sfc. 


No.  316. 

Mr.  Consul  Molyneux  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

British  Consulate^  Savannah,  July  1,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  August  10.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  Despatch 
of  the  15th  of  April,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  Treaty  concluded  with  the  Argen- 
tine Confederation  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

I  am,  &c.^ 

(Signed)  E.  MOLYNEUX. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 

8fc.  8f€  8fc. 

No.  317. 

Mt.  Consul  Molyneuw  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

British  Consulate,  Savannah,  July  3,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  August  10.) 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch, dated  the  22nd  of  April,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  Convention  concluded 
with  the  Republic  of  Hayti,  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  the  Slave 
Trade. 

I  am^  &c., 
(Signed)  E.  MOLYNEUX. 

The  Right  Hdm  ViscouM  Palmerston,  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  SfC.  Sfc. 

No.  318. 

Mr.  Consul  Molyneuw  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

British  Consulate,  Savannah^  July  16,  1841. 
My  Lord,  {Received  August  31.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  De- 
spatch of  the  8th  of  May,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  Memorial  from  the  Anti-Slavery 
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Society,  and  communicating  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  it 
would  be  unfitting  in  any  officer  holding  an  appointment  under  the  Crown  to  be 
interested  in  slave  property. 

Constituted  as  society  is  in  slave-holding  countries,  it  is  at  all  times  difficult, 
and  very  often  impossible,  to  induce  white  persons  to  act  as  domestic  servants, 
and  the  expense  of  English  servants  I  know,  from  many  years'  experience,  to  be 
enormous — those  I  brought  out  in  the  year  1839  having  cost  me  that  year  90/. 
each — not  unfrequently,  too,  do  they  leave  without  giving  a  moment's  warning — 
domestic  service  being  considered  here  a  state  of  great  degradation.  If  then  the 
occasional  hiring  of  the  servants  of  the  country  be  strictly  prohibited  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  a  very  serious  inconvenience  must  necessarily  ensue. 

I  am,  &c., 

(Signed)  E.  MOLYNEUX. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Pahnerstony  G.C.B., 
Sfc.  '  Sfc.  Sfc. 


No.  319. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Consul  Buchanan. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office^  September  30,  1841. 

Your  several  Despatches  respecting  the  United  States'  vessels  "  Cathe- 
fine''  and  *'  Butterfly '  have  been  referred  to  the  Queen's  Advocate. 

The  United  States'  Courts  in  which  those  vessels  were  condemned  as  Ame- 
rican, have  refused  to  pass  sentence  on  the  cargoes  because  they  are  Spanish 
property ;  and  the  question  how  the  cargoes  are  to  be  disposed  of  is  become 
embarrassing,  because  they  were  unfortunately  placed  in  your  custody,  instead 
of  having  been  in  the  first  instance  delivered  over  with  the  vessels  themselves 
to  the  United  States'  authorities. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Queen's  Advocate  is  of  opinion  that  you 
should  deliver  up  the  cargoes  to  the  Spanish  owners,  after  deducting  all  ex- 

f)enses,  provided  the  owners  give  you  a  full  and  unequivocal  discharge  from  all 
iirther  demands  on  account  thereof;  and  that,  if  the  owners  refuse  this  oflfer, 
you  should  sell  the  goods  forthwith,  and  remit  home  in  bills  to  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury,  any  balance  which  may  remain,  to  be  disposed  of  as  may  hereafter  be 
determined. 

You  will  accordingly  lose  no  time  in  taking  this  course;  observing  to  the 
owners,  that  as  by  the  5th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1835  with  Spain,  upon  Slave 
Trade,  it  is  declared  that  all  trafiic  in  slaves,  on  the  account  of  Spanish  subjects, 
under  whatever  flag,  is  illicit,  the  Spanish  owners  could  not  be  allowed  to  maintain 
any  claim  or  demand  against  the  British  captors  or  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
for  damage  or  loss  sustained  by  the  eflfect  of  any  disposition  which  may  be  made 
of  the  goods  in  question. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  (Signed)  ABERDEEN. 

Sfc.     Sfc.     Sfc. 


No.  320. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  British  Consuls. 

Foreign  Office^  October  30,  1841.      * 
Circular  sending  Papers  presented  to  Parliament. 
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No.  321. 

Mr.  Consul  Buchanan  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen* 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate y  New  York,  October  38,  1841. 
(Extract.)  (Received  November  22.) 

I  HATB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  SOth 
ultimo,  as  to  several  of  my  Despatches  respecting  the  United  States*  vessels 
"Catharine''  and  *^  Butterfly"  having  been  referred  to  the  Queen's  Advocate,  and 
that  as  the  United  States'  Courts,  in  which  the  vessels  had  been  condemned, 
had  refused  to  pass  sentence  on  the  cargoes  as  Spanish  property,  whereby  it 
is  become  embarrassing,  because  they  were  unfortunately  placed  in  my  cus- 
tody, instead  of  having  been  in  the  first  instance  delivered  over  with  the  vessels 
to  the  United  States'  authorities;  and  that  under  such  circumstances  the 
Queen's  Advocate  is  of  opinion  that  I  should  deliver  up  the  cargoes  to  the 
Spanish  owners,  after  deducting  expenses,  provided  the  owners  give  a  full  and 
unqualified  discharge,  otherwise  I  should  sell  the  goods,  and  remit  any  balance 
to  Her  Majesty's  treasury. 

In  reply  I  beg  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  my  letter  of  March  28th, 
1840,  and  the  31st  of  same  month,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  United 
States'  Attorney-General's  note,  which  I  humbly  hope  will  remove  the  charge 
that  by  my  course  I  have  occasioned  any  embarrassment,  as  I  promptly 
waited  upon  Mr.  Butler,  and  offered  to  place  the  vessels  and  cargoes  at  his 
entire  disposal,  and  alone  in  all  steps  I  took  acted  under  his  orders. 

I  now  beg  to  state  that,  under  the  sanction  of  your  Lordship's  letter,  I  shall 
feel  myself  at  liberty  to  act  in  accordance  with  such  your  Lordship's  instruc- 
tions, and  from  having  throughout  acted  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  Mr.  Butler,  I  submitted  your  Lordship's  directions  to  that  gentleman ;  he 
stated  the  appeal  against  tne  decision  respecting  the  condemnation  of  the 
^^  Catharine!"  under  which  that  vessel  was  sold  for  being  engaged  in  the  Slave 
Trade,  was  a  mere  scheme  to  keep  alive  the  claim  as  to  the  cargo,  and,  to 
use  his  own  words,  so  unrighteous  a  cause  should  not  be  compromised,  and 
that  he  would  press  the  cause  forward. 

I  have,  however,  directed  my  solicitor,  Mr.  Edwards,  to  sound  the  solicitors 
for  the  claimants  as  to  the  course  of  adjustment  authorised  by  your  Lordship, 
and  hope  that  the  course  I  shall  pursue  may  meet  your  Lordship's  appro- 
bation, as  the  matter  of  these  vessels  has  proved  to  me  truly  embarrassing, 
and  hitherto  I  have  kept  clear  of  committing  Her  Majesty's  Government  or 
myself. 

No.  322. 

Mr.  Consul  Buchanan  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate^  New  Yorkj 
(Extract.)  December  15,  1841. 

I  BEG  beg  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  newspaper,  in  which  is  set  forth 
the  correspondence  with  your  Lordship  and  Mr.  Stevenson.  I  beg  to  call  your 
Lordship's  attention  to  the  leading  article  of  that  paper. 


Enclosure  in  No.  322. 


From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser ^  Tuesday  afternoon^ 

December  14. 

Diplomatic  Correspondence. — We  publish  to-day  the  whole  of  the 

correspondence  between  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Lords  Palmerston  and  Aberdeen,  on 

'the  subject  of  the  right  of  search  asserted  by  Great  Britain  for  the  suppression  of 

the  Slave  Trade ;  or  at  least  so  much  of  it  as  has  been  communicated  to  Congress 

by  the  State  Department. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  correspondence,  relating  to  particular  cases  of  alleged 
grievance,  it  must  be  admitted  that  Lord  Palmerston  comes  out  triumphant ;  the 
cases,  as  presented  by  him,  affording  only  justification,  and  that  very  ample,  of 
the  proceedings  complained  of.  As  Mr.  Stevenson  did  not  attempt  any  denial  of 
the  facts  stated  by  Lord  Palmerston,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  vessels  examinedj  [^ 
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were  in  reality  slavers,  having  no  riffht  to  the  protection  of  the  American  flag, 
and  that  the  proceeding  of  the  British  officers  were  altogether  justifiable. 

Not  so,  however,  with  the  subsequent  portion  of  the  correspondence,  which 
turns  upon  the  question  of  principle.  The  ground  here  assumed  by  Lord  Palmer- 
stoD,  and  after  him  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  is  clearly  untenable.  As  a  matter 
of  principle  neither  a  British  naval  commander  nor  any  other  has  the  right  to  detain 
and  examine  a  vessel  bearing  the  American  flag,  on  any  pretence  whatever.  That 
flag  afibrds,  and  must  afford,  complete  protection  to  all  who  sail  under  it,  except  in 
time  of  war,  or  under  the  provisions  of  express  Treaty.  Lord  Aberdeen  is  clearly 
wrong  and  Mr.  Stevenson  as  clearly  right  in  their  discussion  of  this  subject. 

Nevertheless  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  flag  of  our  country  can  be 
and  is  thus  prostituted  for  the  protection  of  slavers ;  and  that  an  arrangement 
cannot  be  entered  into  by  the  two  Governments  for  the  effectual  prevention  of 
so  great  an  evil.  If  we  bad  a  score  of  armed  cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  as 
Britain  has,  that  would  accomplish  the  object ;  but  as  we  have  not,  there  is  un- 
deniably reason  to  wish  that  the  British  cruisers  might  be  empowered  to  make 
the  needful  inquisitions — of  course  with  all  proper  checks,  limitations^  and  safe- 
guards. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  proposition  for  this  object,  capable  of  being 
made  entirely  unobjectionable  on  our  part,  is  now  or  soon  will  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  British  Government,  and  in  due  season  presented  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  With  the  principle  of  the  measure  we  are 
thoroughly  acquainted,  and  can  see  no  fault  in  it ;  but  until  its  details  are  per- 
fected we  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  say  more. 
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SLAVE    TRADE. 


RETURNS  (so  far  as  the  same  can  be  made  out  at  the  Foreign  Office)  to  Two  Addresses  of 
the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons,  dated  3  May  and  16  June  1842  y^or^ 


RETURNS  of  the  Number  of  Vessels  which  have  been  adjudicated  in  the  Courts  of  Mixed 
Commission  at  Sierra  Leone^  from  the  latest  Date  included  in  the  Return,  No.  8,  of  the 
Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  that  Colony,  printed  by  Order  of  The 
House  in  the  Year  1830,  down  to  the  latest  Period  to  which  the  same  can  be  made  up ;  stating 
the  Time  and  Place  of  Capture,  and  the  Time  that  elapsed  before  the  Ship  arrived  at  Sierra 
Leone  for  Adjudication ;  the  Number  of  Slaves  on  Board  at  the  Time  of  Capture,  and  the 
Number  that  were  landed  at  Sierra  Leone ;  distinguishing  Males  from  Females,  and  Adults 
from  Children ;  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  made  out : 

Of  the  Number  of  Vessels  of  every  Class  in  Her  Majesty's  Service  which  have  been  employed 
on  the  West  African  Station  in  each  Year  since  the  Year  1828  ;  specifying  the  Name, 
Class,  and  Force  of  each,  together  with  the  Numbers  of  their  respective  Crews ;  and  stating 
the  Number  of  Deaths  in  each  Vessel  in  each  Year,  distinguishing  those  which  have  occurred 
in  Action  or  by  Accident — (in  part  continuation  of  Return  ordered  by  The  House  to  be  printed, 
17  February  1830): 

Of  the  Total  Expense  of  the  Naval  Force  employed  in  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade 
on  the  Western  Coast  of  Africa^  in  each  Year  since  the  first  Establishment  of  the  Mixed 
Commission  Courts  : 

Of  the  several  Powers  with  which  Treaties  have  hitherto  been  concluded  for  the  Suppression 
of  the  Slave  Trade  j  specifying  those  which  have  admitted  the  "  Equipment  Article,"  and 
the  Date  of  each  Ratification. 

{Mr.  Stuart  Wortley.) 

RETURN  of  Slave  Vessels  brought  before  the  several  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission,  or  before 
any  British  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  for  Adjudication,  between  the  1st  day  of  January  1840 
and  the  31st  day  of  December  1841,  with  the  Name  of  the  capturing  Ship  and  the  Commander 
thereof,  describing  the  Flag  under  which  each  Vessel  was  seized  ;*  distinguishing  those  under 
the  late  Treaty  with  Spain  and  under  the  Act  2  &  3  Vict  c.  73,  the  registered  Tonnage  of 
each  Vessel,  as  well  as  that  by  British  Admeasurement^  and  if  Slaves  on  Board ;  stating  the 
Number  at  the  Time  of  Seizure,  the  Date  of  the  Decretal  Part  of  the  Sentence,  whether  For- 
feiture or  Restitution,  with  the  Amount  of  Proceeds  of  Sale  or  of  Costs  awarded,  the  Expenses 
of  Condemnation  and  of  breaking  up  of  each  Vessel,  the  Period  when  the  Proceeds  for  Dis- 
tribution were  pjdd  into  the  Registry  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  when  the  same 
was  paid  to  the  Captors : 

Also,  Account  of  all  Claims  for  the  several  Bounties  or  Tonnage  between  the  Ist  day  of 
January  1840  and  the  31st  day  of  December  1841,  and  of  all  Slave  Vessels  that  have  been 
taken  into  Her  Majesty's  Service,  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Act  2  &  3  Vict.  o.  73  ^  stating 
the  appraised  or  estimated  Value  of  the  same,  the  registered  Tonnage,  as  well  as  that  by  British 
Admeasurement,  and  the  Sums  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have  deemed  a 
proper  Price  for  the  same. 

(^Captain  PechelL) 


Ordetedj  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed^ 

29  June  1 842. 
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RETURNS  RELATIVE  TO    THE 

CAPTURE  AND 

ADJUDICATION 

RETURN  ( 

so  far  ac 

I  it  can  be  made  out  at  the  Foreign  Office)  of  the  Number  of  Vessels  which  have  been  adjndicitei  ii 

to  the 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  that  Colony,  printed  by  Order  of  The  House  in  the  Ye«  18M,  | 

that  elapsed  before  the  Ship  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  for  Adjudication  j  the  Number  of  Slaves  on  Board  at  the  Tuk  tf  1 

Ti»ediH 

Year 

Number 

Tim 

I 

PLACE  OF  CAPTURE. 

btfaiOiS^ 

of 

of 

COURT. 

NABfE  OF  VESSEL. 

of 

SmnUm 

VmtlB. 

CAPTURE. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

hi 

Number  of  Veeseli 

itlnadji 

^en") 

in  Appendix, 

No.  8,  to 

Re-U        . 

- 

- 

... 

... 

•        .      . 

port  of  1830  - 

167- 

-J 

o      '       /f 

0      /        // 

1830- 

• 

168 

Spanish  - 

Santiago  a  Polasqui 
Alafa  Primo 

Aug.  3, 

1830 

3  10     IN. 

7     0  32  E. 

20daji  . 

99       " 

. 

169 

■      w      ■ 

Aug.  18 

77 

3     0  22  N. 

5     0  16  £. 

17dAJI    . 

jj       ■ 

• 

170 

'        f9         ' 

Veioz  Pasagera    - 

Sept.  17 

77 

5     0     8  N. 

4     0  17  E. 

19  days  - 

» 

- 

171 

"      >>      ■ 

Nueva  Isabelita,  alias 
Numero  Uno. 

Oct  17 

77 

6     0     0  N. 

14     0  40  W. 

38dftji  . 

»       " 

. 

172 

Portuguese 

Maria          ... 

Nov.    7 

77 

-  Rio  Pongos  - 

7d«yi  - 

99       " 

- 

173 

"      >>      " 

Nimpha       -         -         . 

Nov.  24 

77 

10     4     ON. 

15  43     OW. 

5d^  .. 

1831  - 

_ 

174 

Spanish  - 

Maria          .        .        - 

Dec.  26 

77 

5  26     ON. 

11  25     OW. 

9dtji  .!■ 

>> 

. 

175 

"          77           " 

Bos  Amigos 

Nov.   9 

77 

3     0  53  N. 

9     0  24E. 

89di^   . 

99       " 

- 

176 

■          77           " 

Primera       -         -         - 

Feb.  22, 

1831 

6  20     ON. 

11  32     OW. 

OdsTi  . 

J>       " 

- 

177 

"          W           " 

Marinerito  -        -        - 

Apr.  26 

77 

3  80     ON. 

9  15     OE. 

27  d^   . 

» 

. 

178 

-          W           • 

Potosi 

July  21 

77 

5  30     ON. 

4     0     OE. 

22dtjs  - 

?> 

- 

179 

"          W           • 

Regulo        ... 

Sept  10 

77 

4  30     ON. 

7  30     OE. 

32  d^   - 

in  tlie  River  Bonny. 

99       " 

- 

180 

"          7>           • 

Rapido 

Sept  10 

77 

-     as  above     - 

asabore    • 

»       * 

.. 

181 

Portuguese 

Ro2a  .... 

June  18 

77 

-  Stirrups  Key,  Bahamas  - 

100  days   - 

>>       " 

- 

182 

Ismenia       ... 

Nov.  28, 

1829 

4     5     ON. 

9  20     OK 

44di7B   • 

1832- 

. 

183 

Spanish    - 

Frasquita,  alias  Centella 

Feb.  15, 

1832 

8  30     ON. 

7  20     OE. 

24  days   - 

>>     " 

- 

184 

"      w      • 

Segunda  Teresa    . 

Mar.  19 

77 

2  38     ON. 

3     9     OE. 

24  days   - 

j>     " 

- 

185 

■      w      " 

Prueba 

May   3 

77 

3  10    ON. 

5  36     0  E. 

23  days   • 

7>     ■ 

- 

186 

"          77           • 

Carolina      ... 

Aug.  15 

77 

2  53     ON. 

7  19     OE. 

18  days   - 

7>       " 

- 

187 

Portuguese 

Hebe  .... 

July  13 

77 

21  15     ON. 

88     5     OW. 

95  days   - 

1833- 

- 

188 

Spanish  - 

Desengano  ... 
Veloz  Mariana 

Feb.  22, 

1833 

-  Bonny  River  - 

40  days    - 

7> 

- 

189 

"         77          " 

Apr.  23 
May  13 

71 

-     New  Calabar  River     - 

30  days   • 

>>     ■ 

- 

190 

"         77           ' 

Indio  .... 

77 

3  28     ON. 

7  36     OE. 

30  days   - 

j>     " 

- 

191 

"          77           " 

Josefa          .        .        - 

May   5 

77 

3  58  42  N. 

7  27  39  E. 

44  days    - 

>i     " 

- 

192 

■          77           " 

Segunda  Socorro  - 

July    7 

77 

6  30     ON. 

12  12     OW. 

2  days    - 

*>     ■ 

- 

193 

"         77           " 

Caridad 

Sept  18 

77 

0  42     ON. 

9     0     5E. 

22dayi    - 

>>     " 

- 

194 

"          77           • 

El  Primo     - 

Oct  28 

,> 

2  37     ON. 

6  36     0  E. 

86  days    - 

»     " 

- 

196 

Portuguese 

Virtude        . 

Oct  23 

77 

4  20     ON. 

8  80     OE. 

20  days    - 

1884- 

- 

196 

Spanish  - 

Vengador    ... 

Jan.  8, 

1834 

4     1     ON. 

7     0    OE. 

36  days    • 

»     • 

- 

197 

■         77          " 

Carolina      .        .        - 

Feb.  16 

77 

5     4     ON. 

4  52     OE. 

26  days    - 

>>     " 

- 

198 

■          77           • 

La  Pantiea  ... 

Apr.  27 

77 

off  Old  Calabar        - 

20  days    - 

»     • 

- 

199 

■          77           " 

Maria  Isabel 

Aug.    5 

77 

36     0     ON. 

8  14     OE. 

26  days    • 

»     " 

- 

200 

"         77          " 

Arrogante  Majaguesana 

Sept  17 

77 

4  11     OS. 

10  27     OW. 

8  days    - 

»     " 

201 

"          77           " 

Pepita 

June  30 

77 

-  in  the  Rivei 

r  Cameroons  - 

86  days    - 

»     " 

. 

202 

"          77           " 

Indagadora 

Oct  31 

77 

0  11     OS. 

0  15    OE. 

18  days    - 

»     " 

- 

203 

"          77           " 

El  Clemente 

Nov.  3 

„ 

1     0     ON. 

2  40     0  E. 

16  days    - 

w     • 

204 

Portuguese 

Maria  da  Gloria  - 

Nov.  25, 

1833 

24  11     OS. 
off  Rio. 

42  40     OW. 

97  days    - 

i>     " 

- 

-205 

"          77           " 

Apta  ...        . 

Dec.  27 

77 

0  20     ON. 

8     6     OE. 

.leftttFer- 
naiidoPo,^ 
uuMSWorthy. 

99        - 

- 

206 

"          77           " 

Santissimo  Rosario  e  Bom 

Dec.  28 

•• 

1     7    ON. 

7  IJ     QE. 

■■*  iitt^ 

Digitized  by' 


OF  VBSfl&LS  BN6AGSB   IN  THE   StAVB  TRADE,   FROM    1830  TO    1841. 


the  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission  at  Sierra  Leanty  from  the  latest  Date  included  in  the  Return,  No.  8,  of  the  Appendix 
down  to  the  latest  Period  to  which  lAie  same  can  he  made  up ;  stating  the  Time  and  Place  of  Capture^  and  the  Time 
Capture,  and  the  Number  that  were  landed  at  Sierra  Leone ;  distinguidiing  Males  from  Females,  and  Adults  horn  Children. 


NUMBER    OF   SLAVES 
«M  Boctfd  at  Time  of  Ctpture. 


Females. 


:3 


Total. 


NUMBER    OF    SLAVES 
landed  at  Sierra  Leone. 


Femalet. 


-3 


TotaL 


REMARKS. 


sex  aikd  age  not  stated 

none 
sex  and  age  not  stated 


14 

89 


16 

39 


IS 

28 


2 
11 


sex  and  age  not  stated 
none    - 


165 

551 
141 

85 

167 

505 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


-  none     - 

sex  and  age  not  stated 

-  none 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


107 


104 


87 


59 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


58 


72 


24 


25 


)  8SX  and  age  not  stated  ( 


;- 


38.5. 


811 
475 


192 
207 


157 


290 
459 
808 
426 
401 

220 
290 
117 
278 
807 
112 
848 
850 

405 
850 
817 
146 
886 
179 


875 

415 
428 


77 

206 
64 

14 

89 

207 


119 
220 


126 
127 


181 
201 
215 
190 

128 
151 

52 
100 
107 

26 
139 
185 

192 
155 
132 

28 
81 


221 
236 


54 


54 

442 

215 
164 


16   27 
none 


145 

54 

86 

21 

16 

18 

89 

28 

ISO 

68 

none. 


91 

45 

78 

49 

89 

10 

28 

6 

" 

none 
none. 


62 

19 

135 

59 

48 

9 

1  87 

49 

none 


66 

12 

58 

28 

24 

9 

88 

23 

104 

87 

82 

5 

82 

58 

78 

49 

59 

60 

138 

22 

71 

80 

35 

52 

88 

67 

45 

51 

97 

22 

33 

125 

18 

2 
11 

92 

55 
29 


16 

48 

7 

43 

8 

28 
23 
80 
59 
44 
61 
52 

75 
8 
86 
15 
57 


44 
46 


none 


190   187   40    17 
none  - 
none  - 


153 

580 
139 

85 
167 

497 

811 
376 


188 
164 


228 
443 
274 


209 
265 
108 
191 
807 
107 
335 
314 

376 
823 
269 
130 
288 
153 


361 
401 


.  .1 


434 


A  2 


f-  -  The  number  of  eases  is  168,  wUIe  that  of  vewels  is  only  167  ;  the 
<  case  of  the  slaves  having  in  one  instance,  that  of  the  Snelheid,  been 
(^adjudicated  separately  from  the  case  of  the  vessel. 

155  were  landed,  of  whom  2  died  pending  adjudication. 
Slaves  re-landed  before  capture. 

534  were  landed,  of  whom  4  died  pending  adjudication. 
140  were  landed,  of  whom  1  died  pending  adjudication. 


501  were  landed,  of  whom  4  died  pending  adjudication. 

1  died,  and  1  was  bom  on  the  passage  to  Sierra  Leone. 

-  -  819  brought  to  Sierra  Leone,  of  whom  28  died 
pending  adjudication;  107  landed  at  Fernando  Po,  of 
whom  85  reached  Sierra  Leone  afterwards. 

185  were  landed,  of  whom  2  died  pending  adjudication. 
168  were  landed,  of  whom  4  died  pending  adjudication. 

-  -  The  slayes  were  re-landed  before  capture,  but  2  were 
picked  out  of  the  water  bv  the  capturing  boats,  and 
brought  with  the  yessel  to  Sierra  Leone. 

157  negroes  were  landed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

286  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudication. 
457  were  landed,  of  whom  14  died  pending  adjudication. 
277  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudication. 
878  were  landed,  of  whom  9  died  pending  adjudication. 
885  were  landed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

211  were  landed,  of  whom  2  died  pending  adjudication. 
267  were  landed,  of  whom  2  died  pending  adjudication. 
109  were  landed^  of  whom  1  died  pending  adjudication. 
200  were  landed,  of  whom  9  died  pending  adjudication. 

108  were  landed,  of  whom  1  died  pending  adjudication. 

817  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudication. 
877  were  landed,  of  whom  1  died  pending  adjudication. 

274  were  landed,  of  whom  5  died  pending  adjudication. 
134  were  landed,  of  whom  4  died  pending  adjudication. 
309  were  landed,  of  whom  21  died  pending  adjudication. 

-  -  These  negroes  were  put  on  board  by  the  captor's 
desire,  without  the  privity  of  the  master ;  the  vessel 
was  therefore  restored,  but  the  slaves  remained  at  Sierra 
Leone  as  freemen. 

408  were  landed,  of  whom  2  died  pending  adjudication. 

-  -  Restored,  as  being  illegally  captured ;  of  the  negroes, 
10  were  stolen  at  Rio,  78  died  on  the  passage  to  Sierra 
Leone,  26  died  there  pending  adjudication,  the  remain- 
ing 309  were  given  up  to  the  master  with  his  vessel ; 
he  gave  64  sick  to  the  British  Government,  and  took 
away  the  remainder,  245  in  number. 

-  -  34  men,  39  boys,  20  women  and  16  girls,  in  all 
108  negroes,  were  landed  at  Fernando  Po,  2  January 
1835,  five  days  after  capture. 

436  were  landed,  of  whom  2  died  pending  adjudication. 
215  were  landed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence.  j 

162  were  landed  as  above,  29  August  1834,  ten  day8T[^ 

(continued.) 


after  capture. 


RETURNS    RELATIVE    TO    THE    CAPTURE    AND    ADJUDICATION 


Return  of  the  Number  and  Names  of  Vessels  which  have  been  adjudicated  in  the  Courts  of  Mixed  Cornmimon 


Year 

Number 
of 

COURT. 

NAME  OF  VESSEL. 

TIME 
of 

PLACE  OF  CAPTURE. 

TiwtAfmi 
b(fotiie% 

vrncdxt 

of 

SkmLtflic    ; 

Adjudication. 

VeMels. 

CAPTURE. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

fcr 

•     /       ff 

0      '        // 

1835    .       . 

210 

Spanish  - 

Sutil    .... 

Deo.  17,  1834 

3  56     ON. 

9     0     0£. 

37d8TB    . 

79          '          ' 

211 

"      »       " 

Formidable  ... 

Dec.  17      „ 

4  21     ON. 

8  30     OE. 

42dft}i   . 

i 

212 

Minerva       ... 

Jan.    15,  1835 

-     in  the  River  Calabar     - 

86dtn  - , 

9f 

213 

*      »       ' 

Iberia - 

Feb.     2      „ 

-     oflf  the  River  Bonny     - 

29da}i   .' 

jj          "          "" 

214 

"         77          " 

£1  Manuel  ... 

Feb.  23      „ 

2  20     ON. 

8  56     0  E. 

18  dan   -1 

jj          "          " 

215 

*■          jj           " 

Bien  Venida 

Mar.  28      „ 

0  44     ON. 

1     0     0  W. 

18  dan  . 

n          "          • 

216 

'         97           ' 

Conchita      ... 

June  15,  1823 

4  31     ON. 

8  33     OE. 

176daj8   . 

»          "          * 

217 

"          jj            " 

Numero  Dos 

June  15,  1835 

4  20     ON. 

7     0     OR 

27dajs  .' 

jj          •          " 

218 

"          »           " 

Volador       - 

June  29      „ 

2  39     ON. 

8     4     OE. 

48  day*  - 

W          "          " 

219 

"          >7           " 

Semiramis    ... 

Sept.    2      „ 

•*  -  outside  the  bar  of  the 
River  Bonny. 

33daj8  - 

jj          "          " 

220 

"         77           " 

Argos-         ... 

Oct.    11      „ 

0  17     OS. 

8  23     0  E. 

dodaji  - 

»          "          " 

221 

"          jj           • 

Conde  de  los  Andes 

Oct.    18      „ 

4  10     ON. 

7     0  39  E. 

34dajt  • 

J>          *           " 

222 

Portugese 

Atrevido      ... 

Dec.  27,  1834 

4  41     ON. 

2  38     0  E. 

28daji   . 

jj           •           " 

223 

• "      ))       " 

Maria           -         -         . 

Jan.      3,  1835 

0     7     ON. 

9  14     OE. 

46davi   . 

79          "          " 

224 

"      jj      " 

Legitimo  African© 

Mar.  20      „ 

5  34     ON. 

0  45     0  E. 

43  dan   . 

jj          "          " 

225 

"      jj      " 

Thereza        ... 

Nov.  16      „ 

6  23     ON. 

3  14  30 E. 

85  dan  -i 

1886    .       . 

226 

Spanish  - 

Norma         ... 

Nov.  27      „ 

4   17     ON. 

7  10     OE. 

a  montii    • 

79           '          ' 

227 

"      »       " 

Tersicore      .         .         - 

Dec.  25      „ 

8  22     ON. 

14  37     OW. 

--Dotataui. 
but  less  titti, 
amootk      ^ 

>7           •           " 

228 
229 

Segunda  Iberia     - 
Ligera          ... 

Deo.  28      „ 
Dec.  24      „ 

2     0     ON. 
4     0     ON. 

4  50     0  W. 
6  15     OE. 

26  dan   -' 
..]^«tFlr»i 

wertfa^. 

J>           ■           " 

230 

■      »       " 

-  -  Isabella  Segunda,  alias 

Dec.  22      „ 

-    off  the  River  Bonny    -  | 

36dajt      I 

Cuatro  Estrella. 

»           ■           ■ 

231 

"        7>         " 

Vandolero,  alias  Estrella 

Jan.    21,1836 

4  12     ON. 

7  10     OE. 

89  dan   - 

jj           "           *■ 

232 

•      jj       " 

Seis  Hermanos     - 

Feb.     8      „ 

3  64     ON. 

5  17     OE. 

24daj8   - 

jj           "           " 

233 

"      »       " 

Gaceta         ... 

Jan.    14      „ 

5  24     ON. 

12  52     0  W. 

lOdajs   - 

jj           •           " 

234 

"      »       * 

Greneral  Manso     - 

Nov.  18,  1835 

7     8     ON. 

11  48     OW. 

lOdajs   ' 

off  Gallinas. 

jj           •           *■ 

235 

"      »       " 

Tres  Tomasos 

Dec.  19     „ 

7  12     ON.  1  14  46     OW. 
off  Cape  Mesurado 

edajs   • 

yj            "            " 

236 

"      »       • 

Victorina     .         .         - 

Nov.  17      „ 

lOdajs   - 

237 

~      »       "* 

Rosarito       ... 

Jan.      2,  1836 

-    -      Accra  Roads      -    - 

anxmtfi    •  | 

.            „ 

238 

*      jj       " 

Alafa  Primo 

Jan.   25      „ 

5     2     ON. 

9     0     0  W. 

17  dan   - 

jj            "            •" 

239 

■*      jj       " 

Tema  .... 

Jan.   25      „ 

5     0     ON. 

8  57     OW. 

18daji   . 

M           "           *" 

240 

"          7>           * 

Matilde        ... 

Feb.     5      „ 

0  10     ON. 

7  20     0  E. 

a  moadi    • 

W           "           " 

241 

"         >>           " 

Felicia         ... 

July     2      „  ^ 

.     off  the  River  Bonny    - 

28  dan   - 

>j           •           " 

242 

"         j>           " 

Josefa           .         .         - 

Nov.  17      „ 

off  Cape  Mesurado 

lOdajt   -, 

»           ■           ■ 

243 

"          »           " 

Esplorador  ... 

Jan.    29      „ 

4  17     ON.      2  10     OE. 

85dOT    - 

?>           "           " 

244 

"          »           " 

Golondrina  ... 

Feb.     9      „ 

4  39     OS.     11  42    0£. 
Loango  Bay. 

23daji    - 

jj           •           • 

245 

•         jj           " 

Luisa  .... 

Feb.     9      „ 

.     as  above     - 

28  dap   • 

jj           "           " 

246 

"          7?           " 

Tridente       - 

Feb.   19      „ 

-     as  above     - 

amoDidi    - 

jj           *■           " 

247 

"          »           " 

El  Cazador  Santurzano 

Feb.     6      „ 

5  35     0  N.       4  20    0  E. 

41  dayi    - 

W           •           " 

248 

"         »           " 

Mosca          ... 

Feb.     6      „ 

6  17     ON.       2  50    OE. 
Whydah  Roads. 

25daji   - 

>>           "           * 

249 

"         >>           " 

Feliz  Vascongada 

Jan.  30      „ 

-  River  Bonny  - 

82dan  - 

»           "           " 

250 

"         »           " 

Diligencia   ... 

Jan.   30      „ 

.     as  above     - 

82  dap  - 

»           "           * 

251 

"          »           " 

Eliza  .... 

Jan.   30      „ 

-      as  above     - 

31  dap  - 

ORO 

MnriA  MatiiiaIa      • 

Jan.    80      .. 

.      as  a 

bove 

82  dap  -1 
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OF  VESSELS  ENGAGED  IN  THE  SLAVE  TRADE,  FROM  1830  TO  1841. 


at  Sierra  Leone^  from  1830  to  1841  ;  Time  and  Place  of  Capture,  Number  of  Slaves  on  Board,  &c. — continued. 


NUMBER    OF    SLAVES 
on  Board  at  Time  of  Capture. 


Males. 


•3 


I 


Females. 


J 

3 


Total 


NUMBER    OF    SLAVES 
landed  at  Sierra  Leone. 


Males. 


•a 


Females. 


'3 
5 


Total. 


REMARKS. 


i66x  and  age  not  stated 


307 
712 


650 
313 
387 
430 


47 
130 


141 
143 
212 
132 


sex  and  age  not  stated, 


none 


«ez  and  age  not  stated 


260 
108 


347 

377 
189 
225 


none 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


395 


none 


sex  and  age  not  stated 
none 


\  sex  and  age  not  stated. 


I  I  I 


119 

266 
315 


179 


41 


45 


86 
107 


184 
43 
52 

118 


16 
60 


41 
44 
45 
39 


none 


/   154 

67 

13 

487 

207 

53 

477 

221 

100 

429 

189 

60 

282 

99 

70 

494 

95 

161 

48 

- 

4 

190 

- 

89 

214 

47 

66 

(   234 

60 

51 

24 
84 
40 

55 

53 

111 

2 
36 
46 


none. 


69 

70 

48 

57 

119 

32 

142 

58 

68 

13 

34 

69 

44 
34 


90 

64 
57 
37 


none. 


63 


65 


none. 


12 

-  none. 
114  I     22 

-  none 


62 
81 


78 
75 
66 
73 


37 
74 
60 

57 

45 

115 

95 
56 
62 


60 
53 


89 

78 
31 
29 


65 


80 


73 


210 
377 


444 
306 
375 
362 


141 
418 
421 

361 
267 
482 
4 
186 
202 
218 


233 
193 


330 

342 
169 
169 


352 


87 


264 


I  I  I 


-  -  408  of  these  negroes  were  landed,  of  whom  31  died 
pending  adjudication ;  of  the  304  who  died  on  the  pas- 
sage to  Sierra  Leone,  about  150  were  killed  by  lig^htning. 
489  were  landed,  of  whom  46  died  pending  adjudication. 


367  were  landed,  of  whom  5  died  pending  adjudication. 
-  -  Slaves  re  landed  on  approach  of  captor  s  boats.  The  adju- 
dication of  this  vessel  was  delayed  on  account  of  some  irregu- 
larity in  the  captor  s  declarations,  and  the  case  stood  still  till 
brought  forwani  again  by  the  Commissioners  in  1835. 

143  were  landed,  of  whom  2  died  pending  adjudication. 
441  were  landed,  of  whom  23  died  pending  adjudication. 
431  were  landed,  of  whom  10  died  pending  adjudication. 

373  were  landed,  of  whom  12  died  pending  adjudication. 
272  were  landed,  of  whom  5  died  pending  adjudication. 
483  were  landed,  of  whom  1  died  pending  adjudication. 
44of  theseneg^es  were  Ian  led  at  Fernando  Po,5  Jan. 


219  were  landed,  of  whom  1  died  pending  adjudication. 


241  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudication. 
-  -  194  were  brought  to  Sierra  Leone  by  H.  M.  S.  Buz- 
zard, and  landed  January  26,  a  month  after  capture. 

334  were  landed,  of  whom  4  died  pending  adjudication. 

347  were  landed,  of  whom  6  died  pending  adjudication. 
173  were  landed,  of  whom  4  died  pending  adjudication. 
223  were  landed,  of  whom  54  died  pending  adjudication. 


866  were  landed,  of  whom  13  died  pending  adjudication. 


385- 


A3 


-  -  92  negroes  were  landed,  of  whom  5  died  pending 
adjudication. 

-  -  262  negroes  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending 
adjudication. 

-  -  307  negroes  were  landed  at  Nassau,  New  Proyidencei 
soon  after  capture. 

(cpfUJnnecf.) 


RETURNS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  CAPTURE  AND  ADJUDICATION 


Return  of  the  Number  and  Names  of  Veesels  which  have  been  adjudicated  in  the  Courts  of  Mixed  Commissioii  -  - 

Year 

Number 

TIME 

PLACE  OF  CAPTURE. 

Time  tlqwed 

before  the  Sli^ 

trnvedit 

Sierra  LeoM 

of 

of 

COURT. 

NAME  OF  VESSEL. 

01 

Adjudication. 

Vessels. 

CAPTURE. 

Latitude, 

Longitude. 

for 

•     '        // 

o     /        // 

1836  - 

266 

Portuguese 

Joven  Carolina    - 

July 

22,  1836 

4  33     ON. 

8  20     OE. 

21  days       - 

Old  Calabar. 

97          '          ' 

266 

"         99          " 

Felix  ...        - 

Sept. 

18     „ 

4     0     4N.       8  19     OE. 

27  days 

Jf          "          " 

267 

■          »           " 

E8peran9a   -         -         - 

Sept. 

17     „ 

4  17     ON.       7  33     OE. 

28  days       - 

»          *          " 

268 

"          7>           " 

Esperan9a   .         -         - 

Oct. 

3     „ 

-  off  the  Bonny  - 

23  days 

JJ          "          * 

269 

"         »           " 

Victoria       ... 

Oct. 

20     „ 

4     5     ON. 

7  49     OE. 

25  days 

M          "          " 

270 

"          >7           " 

Vigilante     -        -        - 

Mar. 

8     „ 

16  46     ON. 

60     9     0  W. 

-  left  at  Nas- 
sau, as  unsea- 
worthy. 

W          "          " 

271 

."         »          " 

Quatro  de  Avril    - 

Oct. 

19     „ 

5  24     ON. 

8  28     0  E. 

29  days 

J>          •          " 

272 

"         »          ■ 

Olimpia       ... 

Oct. 

28     „ 

2  49     ON. 

9  46     0  E. 

29  days 

7>           "           " 

273 

"          J>           " 

Veloz           -        .        - 

Nov. 

14     „ 

1  45     ON. 

6  45     OE. 

19  days       - 

9}          '          ' 

274 

"         J>           " 

PhoRnix        -         .         - 

Sept. 

28     „ 

11  53     ON. 

62     2     0  W. 

73  days 

near  Grenada. 

>>          "          " 

275 

•          W           " 

Negrinha    -        -        - 

Sept. 

20     „ 

11   47  20N.I  61   13  30  W. 
near  Grenada. 

81  days 

»          "          " 

276 

"          J>           " 

Serea  .... 

Nov. 

12     „ 

.    -  between  Old  Calabar 
River  and  Princes  Island. 

29  days 

1»37    -       - 

277 

Spanish  - 

San  Nicholas 

Dec. 

2     „ 

-      Sea  Bar     - 

8  dajrs 

99           '           " 

278 

"      »      " 

Lechuguino 

Dec. 

27     „ 

-  River  Pongo  - 

6  days 

>>           "           " 

279 

"          7>           " 

Esperimento 

Dec. 

27     „ 

-     as  above     - 

6  days 

>>           "           " 

280 

"          »          " 

Gata   .... 

Dec. 

5     » 

4  13     ON. 

7     8     OE. 

a  month     - 

»           '           * 

281 

"         »           " 

Descubierta 

Jan. 

14, 1837 

4  18     ON. 

7     7     OE. 

74  days      - 

J>           "           ■ 

282 

"         »           " 

Cinco  Amigos 

Mar. 

30     „ 

6  32  27  N. 

9  59  46  E. 

7  days 

»           "           " 

283 

"         >>          " 

Dolores        -        *        . 

Apr. 

19     „ 

4     8     ON. 

8     0     OE. 

26  days 

»           "           " 

284 

"          »           " 

General  Ricafort 

June 

26     „ 

5  19     ON. 

0     5     OW. 

20  days 

W           "           " 

285 

Portuguese 

Paquete  de  Cabo  Verde 

Jan. 

11     » 

4  13     ON. 

7     7     OE. 

40  days 

7>           "           " 

286 

■      »      ■ 

Temerario    -         -         - 

Jan. 

20     „ 

4  24     ON. 

7     8     OE. 

33  days 

»           "           " 

287 

"        w         " 

£speran9a   -        -        - 

Jan. 

11     „ 

4  13     ON. 

7     7     OE. 

44  days 

»           "           " 

288 

"       w         ' 

Josefina        -         .         - 

Feb. 

10     „ 

5  39     ON. 

2  45     0  E. 

26  days 

»           ■           " 

289 

"       w        " 

Latona         -         -         - 

Feb. 

4     ,, 

5  34     ON. 

2  28     0  E. 

33  days 

J>           -           - 

290 

*       w        " 

Carlota        ... 

Dec. 

1,  1836 

19  43     ON. 

78  37     OW. 

.  left  at  HoodoTii, 
aa  unseaworthj. 

»           •           " 

291 

"        >l        ■ 

La  Fayette  -        -        - 

May 

11,  1837 

6     8     ON. 

4  13     OE. 

26  days       - 

>>           "           " 

292 

"         M           ■ 

Cobra  de  AMca    - 

May 

27     „ 

3  30     ON. 

9  30     OE. 

18  days       - 

7>           "           " 

293 

•          J>           " 

Flor  de  Tego 

Apr. 

8     „ 

26  30     0  N, 

78  30     OW. 

86  days 

»           "           " 

294 

"          >7           " 

Proyidencia 

June 

1     w 

5     4     ON. 

8  25     0  E, 

a  month 

»           "           " 

295 

"         »           " 

Amelia         -         -         - 

Aug. 

6     „ 

4  30     ON. 

4  20     OE. 

16  days 

»           *          " 

296 

"          »           " 

Primorosa    .         -         - 

Sept. 

25     „ 

1   29     ON. 

5  56     OE. 

24  days 

»           ■           ' 

297 

"         »           " 

Vibora  de  Cabo  Verde    - 

Sept. 

28     „ 

8  47     ON. 

8  42     OE. 

37  days 

>>           "          " 

298 

"       w        " 

Don  Franoiseo 

Apr. 

25     „ 

14  49     0  N. 

60  45     OW. 

-kftatDomiiiMa. 

near  Dominica. 

as  unaeaworthy. 

W          "          " 

299 

"         99          ' 

Florida 

May 

13     „ 

14  58     0  N. 

61  48     OW. 

-left at  Grenada 
as  unseaworuijr. 

»          "          " 

300 

"         »           ■ 

Felicidade    .         -         - 

Nov. 

4     „ 

4  16     ON. 

6  34     OE. 

29  days 

l>          "           " 

301 

"       w        ■ 

Traga  Milhas 

June 

11     „ 

19  20     0  N. 

76  47     OW. 

.  left  at  Jamaioa, 
as  uQBeaworthjr. 

»           ■          " 

302 

"          »           " 

Ligeira         -         -         . 

Nov. 

15     „ 

3  12  38  N. 

5  26  46  E. 

a  month 

»          "          " 

303 

Brazilian  - 

Inoomprihensivel 

Dec. 

23,  1836 

23  56     ON. 

16  16     OW. 

85  days 

1838    .       - 

304 

Spanish  - 

Opposi9as    -        .        - 

Apr. 

25,  1888 

23  55     0  N. 

84  47     OW. 

41  days       - 

»       "       • 

305 

"      »       " 

Diligente      .         .         - 

Aug. 

15     „ 

7     3     ON. 

11  46     OW. 

8  days 

>>       "       • 

306 

"      »       " 

Ligeira         -         -        - 

Aug. 

16     „ 

7     8     ON. 

11  46     OW. 

7  days 

w       -       - 

307 

"      »      " 

Constitu9ao 

Aug. 

21     „ 

in  Accra  Roads 

20  days 

»       "       " 

308 

"      »      " 

EUza 

Sept 

24     „ 

5  46     ON. 

10     1     OW. 

a  week 

w        "        " 

309 

"      »       " 

Constitu9ao 

Sept. 

30     „ 

5  46     ON. 

9  53     OW. 

a  week 

w         "         " 

310 

"          >7           * 

Josefina        -        . .       - 

Oct. 

17     „ 

7     8     ON. 

11  46     OW. 

8  days 

Gallinas. 

»        "        " 

311 

"          ?>           ' 

Maria           ... 

Nov. 

8     ,, 

10  18     ON. 

14  80     OW. 

4  days 

M           "           ■ 

312 

"         »           " 

Veloz 

Nov. 

17     „ 

7     8     ON. 

11  46     OW. 

37  days       - 

»           "           " 

313 

"         »           " 

0  Veterano 

Nov. 

18     „ 

7     6     ON. 

18     0     OW. 

about  2  days 

>>           " 

314 

"          »          " 

Sirse   .... 

Nov. 

17     „ 

7     6     ON. 

14     0     OW. 

about  2  days 

7>           "           " 

315 

Portuguese 

Princeza  Afrioana 

Deo. 

29,  1837 

7  21     ON. 

12  40     OW. 

8  days 

W           "           " 

316 

"      »       " 

Deixa  Falar 

Nov. 

20     „ 

5  58     ON. 

4  16     OE. 

43  days 

J>           "           " 

317 

"      »      " 

Gratidao      ... 

Dec. 

28     „ 

5  40     ON. 

Digi 

4   15     OE. 

tizedby  vnC 

19  days 

lOQle 

OF   VESSELS  ENGAGED  IN  TBS  SLAVE  TRADE,    FROM  1830  TO  1841. 


at  Sierra  Leone,  from  1880  to  1841  j  Time  and  Place  of  Capture,  Number  of  Slares  on  Board,  &c. — continued. 


NUMBER    OF    SLAVES 
oo  Board  at  Time  of  Capture. 


I 


Females. 


-3 


;sex  and  age  not  stated  < 


816 


168 


sex  and  age  not  stated 
•     ditto      - 

-  none     - 

28      I    7     I    8     I     6 

-  none 

sex  and  age  not  stated  - 

-  none 

-  none 

sex  and  age  not  stated  - 

-  none 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


224 


Total. 


66 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


I  . 


-  none 


24   114    15   69 
sex  and  age  not  stated 
-  ditto 


385. 


421 

667 
471 
488 
379 

248 


478 
282 
508 

484 

386 

22 

49 
111 

313 

576 
349 
108 
350 
325 
203 

448 
162 
417 

198 
859 
182 
272 
443 

280 

887 
288 

813 

696 


NUMBER    OF    SLAVES 
landed  at  Sierra  Leone. 


Malea. 


145 

239 
198 
196 
158 


96 

50 
48 
59 
59 
none 


Females. 


i 

3 


46 

88 
77 
65 


90 

91 
91 
71 
60 


Total. 


285 

98 

67 

45 

94 

16 

88 

157 

134 

110 

53 

377 

463 
404 
891 
810 


450 
238 
454 


-  none 

-  none 
6          5    I    5 


222 
225 
452 


28 
27 

84 

190 
106 
85 
189 
123 


259 
19 


none. 
7     I     8 

none. 
28   I    13 

none. 

none. 
86    I    22 


none. 


59 
24 

4 
78 
79 

none 


77 
40 

45 
55 


99 
22 
-     none 


51 
27 


31 


90 

108 
59 

38 
61 


29 
27 


-  none 

I      I     I 

-  none 


none 


196 


24 

76 

137 


271 


39 


none. 


114 

33 

123 


15 
41 
57 


72 


69 
86 
53 


A  4 


21 

49 
99 

282 

434 
229 
89 
845 
818 


488 
95 


193 
348 
143 
226 


288 


298 

578 


222 
186 
870 


REMARKS. 


-  -  898  negroes  were  landed,  of  whom  21  died  pending 
adjudication. 

487  were  landed,  of  whom  24  died  pending  adjudication. 
424  were  landed,  of  whom  20  died  pending  adjudication. 
410  were  landed,  of  whom  19  died  pending  adjudication. 
318  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudication. 

-  -  80  men,  45  women,  43  boys,  and  68  girls,  in  all  231 
negroes,  were  landed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  19 
March,  1 1  days  after  capture. 

459  were  landed,  of  whom  9  died  pending  adjudication. 
261  were  landed,  of  whom  23  died  pending  adjudication. 
463  were  landed,  of  whom  9  died  pending  adjudication. 

-  -  484  negroes  were  landed  at  Grenada,  6  October, 
eight  days  after  capture. 

-  -  252  males  and  88  females,  in  all  385,  were  landed  at 
Grenada,  5  October,  15  days  after  capture. 


288  were  landed,  of  whom  1  died  pending  adjudication. 

470  were  landed,  of  whom  S6  died  pending  adjudication. 
239  were  landed,  of  whom  10  died  pending  adjudication. 
90  were  landed,  of  whom  1  died  pending  adjudication. 
846  were  landed,  of  whom  1  died  pending  adjudication. 
821  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudication. 
208  were  landed  at  Honduras  soon  after  capture. 

441  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudication. 
110  were  landed,  of  whom  15  died  pending  adjudication. 

-  -  417  were  landed  at  the  Bahamas,  6  April,  three  days 
after  capture. 

No  return,  showing  age  and  sex,  in  the  Foreign  Office. 

-  ditto    -        -    ditto. 
•     ditto     -         -     ditto. 

-  ditto     -         -     ditto. 

-  -  438  were  landed  at  Dominica,  27  April,  two  days 
after  capture. 

280  were  landed  at  Grenada  soon  after  capture. 

No  return,  showing  age  and  sex,  in  the  Foreign  Office. 

-  -  280  were  landed  at  Jamaica,  16  June,  five  days  after 
capture,  8  having  died  in  the  interim. 

No  return,  showing  age  and  sex,  in  the  Foreign  Office. 
618  were  landed,  of  whom  35  died  pending  adjudication. 


194  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudication. 
-  -  390  were  landed,  of  whom  18  died  and  2  absconded 
pending  adjudication. 
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RETtftNS   RELATIVE  "TO  -THE  -CAPTURE   AND    ADJUDICATION 


Return  of  the  Number  and  Names  of  Vessels  which  have  been  adjudicated  in  the  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission  -    - 

Timeelapeed 

Year 

Number 

TBIE 

PLACE  OF  CAPTURE. 

befiontlieShip 
•iriiredAt 

of 
Adjudication. 

of 

Ve«el8. 

COURT. 

NAME  OF  VESSEL. 

of 

Sierra  Leooe 

for 
Adjodicatioii. 

CAPTURE. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

1838  - 

318 

Portuguese 

Camoes        ... 

Sept.  28, 

1837 

in  the  Benin 

12day»      - 

819 

"      jj      " 

Izabelita      - 

Dec.   5 

„ 

18  19     ON. 

75  ZZ  52  W. 

82  days 

» 

ofiF  St.  Domingo. 

»     " 

820 

"        w        " 

Arrogante    -         -         - 

Nov.  23 

» 

21  27     ON. 

84  53     OW. 

95  days      - 

w     " 

821 

"       »        " 

Felicidade    -         -         - 

Mar.  8 

1838 

1 
-     ofif  Old  Calabar  River  - 

29  days 

jj     "          *" 

822 

"          77           " 

Veloz 

Sept.  28, 

1887 

Benin 

--about  220 

days. 

828 

Dous  Irmaos 

Apr.    2, 

1888 

4  18     ON. 

7  20     OE. 

40  days 

7> 

824 

.                        „ 

Prova           .         -         - 

June    8 

99 

-     oflf  Old  Calabar  River  - 

20  days 

825 

"          »           * 

Diligente     -         -         - 

Apr.  24 

>> 

24  20     0  N. 

85  55     OW. 

--leftatBer- 
muda. 

jj        •               • 

826 

"          jj           " 

Camoens      -         -         - 

Apr.  80 

» 

24     4     ON. 

80     8     0  W. 

67  4*78 

off  Cuba. 

»        "               • 

327 

"          »           " 

Paquete  Feliz 

July  18 

» 

4  15     ON. 

7  20     OE. 

19  days 

»        • 

828 

"          7J           " 

Feliz  .         -         -         - 

Feb.     5 

»> 

17  47     ON. 

76  31     0  W. 

-  -  wreckf^ 
at  Senegal. 

. 

829 

Ingemane     .         -        - 

Sept.  12, 

1887 

20     9  58  N. 

82  59  80  W. 

..  left    at 

9f 

off  Jamaica. 

Nassau. 

. 

830 

.                        . 

Prova           .        -        - 

Oct.     9, 

1888 

2  15     ON. 

7  86     OR 

14  days      - 

9f 

381 

^        yy         " 

Dolcinea      .         -         - 

Oct.  81 

» 

4  16     ON. 

8  44     OE. 

about  8  weeks 

. 

882 

"        jj         " 

Liberal 

Nov.    1 

yy 

6     8     ON. 

1  50     OW. 

29  days 

»        "               " 

888 

"        »         * 

Emprendedor 

Nov.  27 

» 

7     4     ON. 

12  17     OW. 

7dby8       - 

1839  - 

334 

Spanish  - 

Ontario        -         -         - 

Dec.  18 

J> 

0  55     0  N. 

4     6     OE. 

22  days 

jj     *"         " 

885 

"      »      " 

ligeiro         -         -         - 

Nov.  16 

» 

-  Lagos  Roads  - 

85  days 

836 

*"      jj      " 

Victoria       -         -         - 

Dec.  24 

» 

off  Prince's  Island 

a  month 

»     " 

337 

■         M          ■ 

Dous  Amigos 

Nov.  16 

>> 

-  Lagos  Roads - 

87  days 

388 

"         jj          " 

Amalia         -        -         - 

Dec.  27 

9> 

8  80     ON.  1  18  85     OW. 

about  a  day 

» 

off  Sierra  Leone. 

jj     "         " 

839 

"         »          " 

Izabel 

Dec.    8 

9> 

0  14  49  S.       0  42  54  E. 

35  days       - 

jy     ' 

340 

"         »          " 

Victoria       -        -        - 

Nov.  16 

» 

2  48     0  N.  1     4     0     0  W. 
Lagos  Koads. 

39  days 

w     "          ** 

841 

"         »          * 

Merced 

Jan.  10, 

1889 

6     8     ON.     10  53     OW. 

12  days 

jj     "          *" 

842 

"         )j          " 

Maria  Teresa 

Jan.  26 

yy 

5  46     ON.      0  10     OE. 

26  days 

j>     " 

348 

"         >>          " 

Matilde       . 

Jan.  22 

» 

0  28     0  N.       9  19     0  E. 
off  the  Gaboon  River. 

86  days 

»     "          " 

844 

"         »          ■ 

Tejo    .... 

Jan.  81 

» 

in  the  Gaboon 

88  days 

?>     *          " 

345 

"         jj          " 

Serea  .         .         -         - 

Mar.  11 

99 

5  18     0  N.       9  22     0  W. 

9  days       - 

j>     "          ■ 

846 

"         »          " 

Braganza     ... 

Feb.     9 

» 

5  58     0  N.       0  57     0  E. 

89  days 

jj     "          " 

847 

"         jj          • 

Rebecca 

Mar.  22 

99 

Galiinas     - 

5  days 

j>     "          " 

848 

'         »          " 

Constanza    -        -        - 

May  16 

99 

7  10     ON. 

12  20     OW. 

4  days 

j>     "          ■ 

849 

"         »          " 

Si      ...      . 

May  27 

99 

6  50     ON. 

11  50     OW. 

about  2  days 

»     " 

350 

"         >?          " 

Rajnha  dos  Anjos 

May  10 

>J 

88     0     0  S. 

9     2     OE. 

24  daya 

>j     " 

351 

"         »          " 

Vigilante     ... 

May  23 

99 

.   Rio  Congo   - 

25  days 

j>     "          " 

852 

■         »          ■ 

Jack  Wilding       . 

May  27 

99 

Accra 

26  days 

jj     "          " 

858 

"         »          " 

Merced        .        -        - 

June  18 

99 

-  New  Cestos  - 

8  days 

»     " 

854 

"         »          " 

Emprendedor 

June  20 

» 

7     6     ON.  1  11  50     OW. 
off  Galiinas. 

12  day« 

jj     "          " 

355 

"         »          " 

Sinlgual     ... 

June  28 

99 

off  Galiinas   - 

4  days 

w     " 

356 

"         »          " 

Victoria  da  Libertade    - 

June  26 

» 

5  42     ON.  1     9  52     OW. 
off  Cestos. 

5  days 

>>     " 

857 

"         >>          " 

Christiano   ... 

June  27 

>> 

5  40     ON.  1    9  50     OW. 
off  Cestos. 

8  days 

»     " 

858 

J> 

Bella  Florentina  - 

May  20 

» 

5  45     ON.  1    9  40     OW. 
off  Cestos. 

8  days 

» 

859 

"         »           " 

Matilde 

Juno  29 

yy 

3     7     0  S.   1    9  50    0  K 
off  River  Congo. 

25  days 

j>     • 

860 

"         W          " 

Constitu^ao 

July    8 

» 

4  20     0  N.  1     4  40     0  E. 

16  days 

; 

Digitizec 

J  by  GoO; 

gle 

OF  VESSELS  ENGAGEb  IN  THE  SLAVE  TRADE,  FROM  1830  TO  1841. 


at  Sierra  LeonCf  from  1830  to  1841 ;  Time  and  Place  of  Capture,  Number  of  Slaves  on  Board,  &o.— con^tntceef. 


NUMBER    OF    SLAVES 
on  Board  at  Time  of  Capture. 


I 


Femalet. 


I 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


09 


61 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


237 


168 


41 


128 


none 


sex  and  age  not  stated, 


176 


80 


88 


89 


mx  and  age  not  stated 


none 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


V    -  none 


182 


67 


385. 


76 


Total. 


888 


160 


407 


669 


806 
226 
480 

672 

196 
826 


82 

828 
268 
691 
467 
219 


860 


844 


NUMBER    OF    SLAVES 
landed  at  Sierra  Leone.  < 


Males. 


4 


6 


Females. 


i 

•3 

no 
< 


6 


none 


-     none 


176 


96 


67 


76 


none 


186 

87 


81 
86 


80 
28 


87 
42 


-  none 

I      I      I 

-  none     - 


102  I     38  I     82  I     16 
none     - 


none 


149 
112 
240 
181 
128 


78 

73 

176 

114 

42 


26 
18 
81 
80 
9 


46 
46 
86 
88 
26 


118 


none. 

I 
! 


124 


16 


none. 


170 


62 


78 


Total 


816 


404 


284 
198 


187 


298 
249 
688 

468 
200 


97 


82 


REMARKS. 


864 


-  -  The  negroes  were  put  on  board  by  order  of  the 
oaptor;  the  vessel  was  therefore  restored,  but  the 
negroes  were  set  free  at  Sierra  Leone. 

-  -  90  men  and  60  women,  in  all  160  negroes,  were 
landed  at  Kingston,  December  12,  a  week  after  cap- 
ture, 10  having  died  in  the  interim. 

-  -  882  negroes  were  landed  at  Montego  Bay,  De- 
cember 4,  12  days  after  capture,  76  having  died  in 
the  interim. 

-  -  426  were  landed,  of  whom  21  died  pending  adju- 
dication ;  it  seems  that  some  girls  were  described  by 
the  captor  as  women. 

-  -  228  negroes  were  re-landed  from  the  Veloz  before 
capture.  The  vessel  was  taken  to  Ascension  to  be 
prosecuted  for  piracy,  as  having  fired  on  the  boats  of 
H.  M.  S.  S.,  but  was  ultimately  brought  to  Sierra 
Leone  as  a  slaver. 

248  negroes  were  landed,  of  whom  nine  died. 

201  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudication. 

-  -  476  were  landed  at  Nassau  soon  fi^r  capture,  6 
having  died  in  the  interim. 

-  -  669  were  landed  at  Nassau  soon  after  capture,  8 
having  died  in  the  interim. 

-  -  240  males  and  84  females,  in  all  824  negroes,  were 
landed  at  Kingston,  February  29,  24  days  after  cap- 
ture, 2  having  died  in  the  interim. 

-  -  79  were  landed  at  Nassau,  October  9,  27  days  after 
capture,  8  having  died  in  the  interim. 

-  -  296  were  landed,  of  whom  2  died  pending  adju- 
dication ;  it  seems  that  some  of  the  girls  were  described 
by  the  captor  as  women. 

-  -  466  were  landed  (4  negroes  having  died,  and  2 
having  been  born  on  the  voyage  ;tb  Sierra  Leone),  of 
whom  7  died  pending  adjudication. 


869  were  landed,  of  whom  6  died  pending  adjudication. 


887     842  were  landed,  of  whom  6  died  pending  adjudication* 
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RETURNS    RELATIVE    TO    THE    CAPTURE    AND    ADJUDICATION 


Return  of  the  Number  and  Names  of  Vessels  which  have  been  adjudicated  in  the  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission  -     - 


Year 

of 

Adjudication. 


1839 


9J 
9f 
99 

99 

>J 
>J 
99 
99 

99 


99 
99 
99 


» 
?> 


1840 


14  umber 

of 
Vessels. 


361 
362 
368 


364 
365 
366 
367 

368 
369 
370 
371 
372 
378 
374 
376 
376 


377 
378 
379 
380 
381 


383 
384 


386 
386 
387 

388 
389 
390 
391 
392 
393 
394 
396 
396 


397 
398 
899 
400 
401 

402 
403 
404 
406 
406 
407 
408 
409 
410 
411 
412 
418 


COURT. 


Spanish 


99 
99 

99 


Portuguese 


9» 
99 


99 


Brazilian 


99 


Spanish 


NAME  OF  VESSEL. 


Dos  Amigos 

Victoria 

Scorpio 


Jozefina 
Liberal 
Ligeira 
Sete  de  Avril 

Brilhante  - 
Fortuna 
Magdalena  - 
Labandeira  - 
Violante 
Gertrudes  - 
Magdalena  - 
Aurelia  Feliz 
Rozalia  Habanera 


Lavradora    - 
Passos 
Liberal 
Casoalidade- 
Pombada  Africa 
Sedo  ou  Tarde 


Andorinha 
Vencedora 


Jacuhy 
Emprendedor 
Simpathia    - 

Firmeza 
Intrepido 
Augusto 
Pampeiro     - 
Golfinho 
Destemida   - 
Calliope 
Sociedade  Feliz 
Eagle  - 


Laura  -        -  -        • 

Lark  -        -  -        . 

Asp     -        -  -         . 

Eliza  Davidson  - 
Octayia 

San  Pablo  de  Loanda    • 

Maria  Rosario 

Republicano 

Plant - 

Carolina 

Diana - 

Sirena  - 

Palmira 

Felicidade   - 

Veracruzano  (Paquete)  • 

Porto  Formozo     - 

VanguardiA* 


TIME 

of 

CAPTURE. 


Aug.  27,  1839 
Dec.  18,  1838 
Nov.  26      ,, 


Oct. 
Oct 


2 

4 


PLACE  OF  CAPTURE. 


Latitude. 


Longitude. 


6  26     ON.       0  60     OE. 

off  Rio  Volta. 
-     off  St.  Jago  de  Cuba     - 


21     7     ON. 


81  46     OW, 


Aug.  7,  1839 

Sept.    7  „   I 

Sept.  7  „ 

Sept.  27  „   I 

Oct.  16  „   i 

Nov.  1  „ 

Nov.  11  „ 

Sept  24  „ 
Dec.  28,  1838 

Dec.  28  „ 

Dec.  17  „ 

Dec.  9  „ 

July  13  „ 


-  Rio  Congo  - 

-  Rio  Congo  - 

-  Rio  Congo  - 

6  65  0  N.  I  30  20  0  E. 


Mar.  31  „ 
Apr.  8,  1839 
Apr.  14  „ 
July  6  „ 
June  26  „ 
June  26   ,, 


June  14  „ 

June  23  „ 

July  27  „ 

July  26  „ 

Aug.  9  „ 

Sept  6  „ 

Sept.  6  „ 

Sept  19  „ 

Sept  29  „ 

Oct.  27  „ 

Nov.  21  „ 

Mar.  12  „ 


Jan.  7,  1840 

Jan.  16  „ 

Jan.  16  „ 

Apr.  4  „ 

Apr.  8  „ 

June     3  „ 

June     9  „ 

Aug.  14  „ 

July     7  „ 

July   10  „ 

July   21  „ 

Aug.  17  „ 

Sept.  16  „ 

Oct      5  „ 

Oct    14  „ 

Sept  16  „ 

Nov.  11  „ 


-  off  Gallinas  - 


off  the  Bananas,  Sierra  Leone 
3  29     ON.  I     9  11     OE. 
as  above 


4  20     OE. 
7     7     OW. 
15  52     OW. 
20  miles  south  of  the  Sherbro 

-  as  above 
0  64     ON.  I  - 

-  off  Bulama   - 
46     ON.  I  81   34     OW. 

near  Jamaica. 


6  20     ON. 
4  16     ON. 

7  2     ON. 


18 


1 
11 


in  the  Rio  Congo 


46 
40 


ON. 
ON. 


7 
16 


43 
0 


OE. 
OW. 


13 
0 


0 
16 


ON. 

ON. 


4  68     8  S. 


7     3 
6  66 


OE. 
OE. 


6  66     OW. 


6     0 


6  60 


Whydah  Roads 
0  16N.  I     1  40 

off  Popoe. 
.     Whydah     - 
0     ON.  I     0 
8     ON.  I     1 
Lagos 

ON.  I      1  46     OE 

Winnebah    - 

ON.  I     1  38 

-  Cape  Palmas  - 

-  Fernando  Po  - 


54 

0 


OE, 


OE. 
OE. 


oE. 


Mc 


-     off  Cape  Monserrado     - 

in  the  River  Nun 

in  the  River  Nun 

near  Sierra  Leone 

6  16     ON.  I     1  36     OE 

Popoe. 

-  off  Gallinas  - 
off  Cape  Mount 

■  in  Sierra  Leone  Harbour  - 
6  12  ON.  I  2  40  OE. 
4  10     ON.  I     6  46     OE. 

-  off  Gallinas  - 

-  off  Gallinas  - 


69 

40 

34 

6 

6 


ON. 
ON. 
ON. 
ON. 
ON. 


6 

10 

9 

11 


48 
2 
46 
60 
17 


OE. 
OW. 
OW. 
OW, 
OW. 


Digitized  by 


Time  elapsed 

before  the  Sliip 

arrived  at 

Sierra  Leone 

for 
Adjudication. 


17  days 

-  -  left  at  Port 
Royal,  Jamaica. 

-  -  left  at  Ja- 
maica,  as  un- 
seaworthy. 
68  days 

37  days 
37  days 
24  days 

6  days 

23  days 
14  days 

40  days 
6  days 

as  above 

24  days 
6  days 

--left  at  Hon- 
duras, unsea- 
worthy. 
6  days 
28  days.      - 
39  days 

1  day 
27  days 
.-leftatFer- 
nando  Po,  un- 
seaworthy. 

2  months  - 

-  -   left    at 
Princes'Island, 
unseaworthy. 

23  days 

27  days 
33  days 

41  days 
33  days 

28  days 
46  days 
30  days 
11  days 

23  days 
11  days 

-  -  lost  on  the 
voyage  to 
Sierra  Leone. 

11  days 
44  days 
44  days 

4  days 
a  month 

4  days 
6  days 

17  days 
16  days 
88  days 

12  days 

24  days 
11  days 

13  days 

42  days 
30  days 


Google 
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"     at  Sierra  LeonCy  from  1880  to  1841 ;  Time  and  Place  of  Capture,  Number  of  Slaves  on  Board,  &c. — continued; 


NUMBER   OF   SLAVES 
on  Board  at  Time  of  Capture. 


Males. 


Females. 


3 


Total. 


NUMBER    OF    SLAVES 
landed  at  Sierra  Leone. 


Malei. 


I 

< 


3 


Females. 


I 


Total. 


REMARKS. 


83 


I 


84 


16 


29 


202 


131 


73 


21 


85 
14 


74 
92 


86 
12 


47 
60 


sex  and  age  not  stated 
none 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


9 
41 


12 
12 


9 
26 


ex  and  age  not  stated 


3 

sex  and  age  not  stated 


38 


117 


26 


27 


none 


-  none 


385. 


212 


427 


191 
168 
320 


247 


261 
87 
41 
88 

156 

23 


3 
63 


207 


none. 


none 


none. 


200 


126 


68 


none. 


36 

74 

14 

92 

167 

38 

36 
12 
32 


none, 
none 


22 


47 
60 
66 


416 


40 

86 

17 

17 

9 

12 

41 

12 

163        40        86  9 

33        17        17        14 
11  9        12  9 

10        41        12        26 

sex  and  age  not  stated 

9  2  7         3 


23 


104 


24 


none. 


none. 


12 


26 


191 
168 
293 


247 
81 
41 
88 

126 

21 


49 


192 


-  -  190  negroes  were  landed  at  Nassau,  December  7, 
1838,  11  days  afler  capture,  22  having  died  in  the 
interim. 


-  -  417  negroes  were  landed,  of  whom  two  died  pending 
adjudication.  It  seems  that  one  girl  was  described  by 
the  captor  na  a  woman. 


308  were  landed,  of  whom  16  died  pending  adjudication. 

-  -  223  were  landed  at  Honduras,  July  23,  10  days 
after  capture,  24  having  died  in  the  interim. 

261  were  landed,  of  whom  4  died  pending  adjudication. 


-  -  The  negroes  were  brought  to  Sierra  Leone,  about  27 
days  after  capture. 

-  -  61  negroes  were  brought  to  Sierra  Leone  by  the 
captor,  38  days  after  capture,  of  whom  two  died  pend- 
ing adjudication: 

197  were  landed,  of  whom  6  died  pending  adjudication. 
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4 

RETURNS   RBLATIYB  TO   THl 

CAPTtJRl   AND   ADJUDICATION 

Rnvuv  of  the  Number  And  Namee  of  Veeeds  which  have  been  ad|iiclic«tea  in  ^e  Coarti  of  Mixed  ConmuaMii .   . 

TSmeckpri 

Tatf 

Nmnber 

TIME 

PLACSOT  CAPTURE. 

b.fa.tfesyr 

«f 

comtT. 

^T  A  1fttfV9       ^^W%      W^^tf^4%ViV 

vriredtf 

of 

NAME  OP  VESSEL. 

of 

SwnLesK 

VtmdL 

CAPTURE. 

Latkudt. 

Loo^itii^ 

fir 

1840    .       . 

414 

Spanish  - 

Reglano 

Dec.  10,  1840 

•      /        // 
6  24     ON. 

12  26     0  W. 

6itejB     . 

offSeabar. 

If      -       - 

415 

"     w 

Clara  - 

- 

Mar.  18,  1889 

4  28     ON. 

6     6    OE. 

leftaUsMiet 

onseaworthj. 

a  nsMHith    - 

»       *      • 

416 

Portugucfle 

Olimpa 

. 

Apr.  18,  1840 

6     0    ON. 

2  30     OE. 

»      •       • 

417 

Brazilian 

Con9ei9ao    - 

- 

Nov.  28,  1889 

6  19    ON. 

2    3    OB. 

aoMMidi    . 

i>       •       - 

418 

■     w 

Julia  -        -        - 

• 

Nov.  29       „ 

-     as  above     - 

as  abore    - 

i>       •       - 

419 

*      » 

Santo  Antonio  Victorioso 

Apr.    2,  1840 

4  46     0  N.      6     2    0  W. 

32  days     • 

»       •       " 

420 

'     n 

Republicano 

. 

Apr.  12      „ 

26  21     0  S.     12  48     0  W. 

36  days    - 

i>       •       - 

421 

"     » 

Claudina      - 

- 

Aug.  29       „ 

off  Rio  Congo 

19  days    • 

>t      •       • 

422 

•     If 

Onze  de  Norembro 

• 

Oct.  11       „ 

11  40    OS.       6  20    OR 

21  days    • 

»i       •       - 

423 

•     f>       • 

Gratidao      - 

- 

Oct   14       „ 

8  68     ON.      0     8     OB. 
offPrampram. 

24  days     - 

»       •       • 

424 

>> 

Emilia 

. 

Nov.    9       „ 

-    in  the  River  Gaboon    - 

19daji     . 

1841    -      . 

425 

Spanish  - 

Recurso 

. 

Nov.  23      „ 

4     4     ON.J   6    6     OE. 
offSeabar,  River  Sherbro 

d3d^    . 

. » 

426 

"ft 

Boa  Uniao  - 

^ 

Dec.    9      „ 

47  days     - 

>i      •      • 

427 

■     w 

San  Pablo  de  Loanda 

• 

Dec.  11      „ 

-     as  above     - 

43  days     - 

>f      •      • 

428 

■     » 

Urraca 

. 

Jan.  19,  1841 

-     as  above     - 

27  days     - 

»      •      • 

429 

"     n 

RepubUoano 

• 

Feb.  22      ,y 

-     as  above     - 

aQooth    • 

f»      •      • 

480 

■     w        * 

Liberal         -        - 

. 

Mar.  81       „ 

0    8     ON. 

1  37     OR 

29  days     - 

»      •      • 

481 

*     w        • 

Joaefina 

. 

May    1       „ 

2     i     OS. 

8  40     OW. 

12  days     . 

M         •         - 

482 

■     w        • 

Amalia 

• 

July    8      „ 

11  49    ON. 

16  49     OW. 

6dAys     . 

w       •       " 

488 

■     M 

Numantina  - 

• 

Sept    2      „ 

4  89    OS. 

11  16     OE. 

88dAyi     . 

>f         •         • 

484 

"     »       •■ 

Ereuloa 

• 

Oct  18      „ 

4  45     OS. 

11     2     OE. 

14  days     - 

»         -         - 

485 

"     w 

Paz     -        -        . 

. 

Oct  27      ^ 

8  82     ON. 

6  36     0  E. 

lldAys     - 

»         •         - 

486 

Portuguese 

Formigo 

- 

Not.    5      „ 

0  81     ON. 

6  61     OE. 

kftatPiwAli. 

»         "         • 

487 

Feliz  Ventura 

^ 

Nov.  29,  1840 

6  80    ON. 

10  67     OW. 

12  days     - 

off  Cape  Mount 

>»         •         • 

488 

"     w 

Bellona 

• 

Dee.  14      „ 

8  10    OS.     13    8     OB. 

Sldsjn     . 

»         -         - 

489 

"     » 

Nora  Inveja 

- 

Jan.  20,  1841 

6  43     OS.  Ill  36     OE. 
off  Cabinda. 

26day8     • 

W         -         - 

440 

*     »       • 

Bom  Fim     - 

• 

Jan.  20      ly 

-     as  above     - 

41  days     - 

>f         "         • 

441 

•     w       - 

Juliana 

• 

Feb.  12      „ 

6  41     0  N.      2  39     0  E. 

42  days     - 

»         "         • 

442 

*     j> 

Orozimbo     - 

• 

Jan.     8      „ 

8  40     OS.     18     0     OB. 

79  days     - 

»>         "         • 

448 

•     »       • 

Firme 

• 

May  30      „ 

.        -offWhydah.         - 

29  days     - 

J>         ■         " 

444 

"     j> 

Nova  Fortuna 

. 

June    6      „ 

Accra 

22  days     - 

»         •         " 

445 

"     » 

Flor  de  America 

. 

June  29       „ 

-    Rio  Congo    - 

24  days     - 

J>         "         " 

446 

"     j> 

Donna  Eliza 

-' 

June  30      „        -        -    Benguella    - 

25  days     - 

In  this  Return,  as  in  the  Return  of  which  this  is  a  continuation,  the  Number  of  Slaves  actually  registBcd 

the  number  landed,  when  stated  in  the 

despat^^hes,  being  a)so  given  in  the  remarks.     In  cases  in  w^aA 

to  be  explained  by  the  circumstance,  that 

in  the  account  of  Slaves  captured,  some  are  described  as  dnldRiy 

Fore 

ign  Office,  8  June  1842. 

RETURN  (so  far  as  the  same  can  be  made  out  at  the  Foreign  Office)  of  the  seTeral  Poviia 

specifying  those  which  have  admitted  the  **  £quipp»i 

t 

Datr  op  Ezckavox  er  lUTincAznMB 

Equipment 

POWERS. 

Arti^ 

Of  Treaty  for             Of  the  E««pn^ 

theSaprre«anofthe                 j^SS^^ 

SUi^  Trade. 

1 

Spain  ...... 

- 

Yes. 

Aug.    2,  1817. 

Aug.  27,  188&. 

Madagascar-        .... 

- 

No, 

Netherlands          .... 

• 

Yea. 

May  26,  1818. 

Feb.  26,  18S3. 

Muscat         ..... 

. 

No. 

Sweden        .        .        -        -        • 

. 

Yes. 

Feb.  26,  1825. 

Feb.  26,  1825. 

Brazil 

. 

No. 

Mar.  13,  1827. 

France 

- 

Yes. 

Dec.  16,  1881. 

Apr.   12,  18IS. 

Denmark      -         .         -         -         - 

. 

Yes. 

Oct   19,  1834. 

Oct   19,  1834. 

Sardinia 

-    -1 

Yes. 

1 

Dec.    8, 

1834.    1 

Dec 

,     8,  1834. 

1 
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at  iSt^rra  Zeone,  from  1880  to  1841 ;  Tune  and  Place  of  Capture,  Number  of  Slaves  on  Board,  ^.-— coiUtmced. 


NUMBER  OP  SLAVES 
on  Board  at  Time  of  Capture. 


Males. 


Feraaki. 


I     1 

5 


Total. 


NUMBER    OF  SLAVES 

landed  at  Sierra  Leone. 


I 


Fonaka. 


I 


TotaL 


REMARKS. 


sex  and  age  not  stated 

i     I     I 

-     none     - 
sex  and  age  not  stated 


4iione 


sex  and  age  aot  stated 

1.1     i 


>»        -     none 


sex  and  age  not  stated 


none 


85a 


166 


88 


58 


none. 


880 


142 


88 


81 


26 


57 


847 


868 


850  were  landed,  of  whom  8  died  pending  adjudioation. 


870  were  landed,  of  whom  2  died  paiding  adjudioa^on. 


none. 


291  ; 


169 


121 


18 


none. 


I     I 

sex  and  age  tiot  stated 


290 


16 


none. 


.    .   Brought  to  Sierra  teone  in  the  Galiana  prise. 
Dee.  10,  1841,  85  dajs  after  oapture. 


on  Emancipation  has  been  taken,  as  afifording  the  nearest  criterion  whereby  to  judge  of  the  number  landed } 
the  number  of  adults  said  to  be  landed  differs  from  tJie  nmmber  captured,  the  diserepaai^  is  aj»paread}r 
who,  in  the  account  of  Slaves  landed,  are  described  as  adults,  and  vice  versd. 

Canning. 


with  which  Trbaties  have  hititerto  been  condiided  for  ike  Stttfressiok  of  the  Slavb  Trade  | 
Article,''  and  the  Date  of  each  Ratificataen. 


POWERa 


Venezuela  -        -        - 

Argentine  Confederation 

HepubHc  of  the  Uruguay 

Haiti  ... 

Bolivia      -        »        - 

Texas         .        -        - 

Mexico      ... 

Chili 

Austrial 

Prussia  >    .        -        - 

Russia  J 


385. 


Article. 


Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 

Yes. 


C2 


Bate  or  Ezcbaitos  or  RAtzncjvieHs 


Of  Treaty  fior 

the  Sappneaf3on  of  the 

Slaye  Trade. 


Dec.  12,  1889. 
May  15,  1840. 
Jon.   21,  1842. 
Oct.  20,  1840. 
Ratifications  not 
Ratifications  not 
Ratifications  not 
Ratifications  not 


Of  the  EqdipiDent 
Article. 


Dec.  12,  1889. 

May  15,  1840. 

Jan.  21,  1842. 

Oct  20,  1840. 
yet  exchanged, 
yet  exchanged, 
yet  exchanged, 
yet  exchanged. 


Feb.  19,  1842.  \    Feb.  19,  1842. 


Coimiii^. 
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RETURNS  RBLATIVE  TO  THE  CAPTURE  AND  ADJUDICATION 


RETURN  (so  far  as  the  same  can  be  made  out  at  the  Foreign  Office)  of  Slave  Vessels  brought  before  the  several 
December  1841 ;  with  the  Name  of  the  Capturing  Ship,  and  the  Commander  thereof;  describing  the  Flag  onder 
Vessel,  as  well  as  that  by  British  Admeasurement ;  and  if  Slaves  on  Board,  stating  the  Number  at  the  Time  of 
of  Sale,  or  of  Costs  awarded,  the  Expenses  of  Condemnation,  and  of  breaking  up  each  Vessel  so  condemned. 


NAME 

FLAG 

Whether 

YEAR. 

COURT. 

NAME  OF  VESSEL. 

NAME 

of  the 
Captariiig  Ship. 

oftlie 
Captaring  Skip. 

under  which 

Mch  Vend  was 

•eiied. 

•  ized  imder 

theUteTrattx 

with  Spain 

arnat. 

1840- 

British  and    Spanish 
(Sierra  Leone). 

Eagle       - 

H.  M.  S.  Buzzard  - 

Charles  Fitzgerald 

United  States 

-    yes    - 

Laura       -        -        - 

H.  M.  S.  Viper       - 

G.  J.  Burslem 

-    ditto      - 

"        w       " 

Lark 

H.  M.S.  Wolverene 

William  Tucker     - 

-    ditto 

"        >>       " 

Asp          .        .        - 

-     ditto 

.    ditto       .  - 

-     ditto       - 

•        w       " 

Eliza  Davidson 

H.  M.  S.  Wanderer 

Hon.  J.  Denman    - 

-     ditto       - 

"        »       " 

Octavia    -        -        - 

H.  M.  S.  Lynx       - 

Henry  Broadhead  - 

-     ditto       - 

"        »       " 

San  Paolo  de  Loanda 

H.  M.  S.  Wanderer 

Hon.  J.  Denman    - 

Portuguese 

"       »       " 

Maria  Rosario  - 

-     ditto 

-    ditto 

Spanish 

"        »       " 

Republicano     - 

-     ditto 

-     ditto 

-     ditto       - 

'          9f          " 

Plant       . 

H.  M.  S.  Persian  - 

William  H.  Quin  - 

United  States 

'        jy       ' 

Carolina  -        -        . 

H. M.S.  Buzzard  - 

R.  T.  J.  Levinge    - 

Spanish 

"        »       " 

Diana      .        -        - 

H.  M.  S.  Saracen  - 

H.W.  HiU    - 

-     ditto       - 

"        »       " 

Sirena      -        -        - 

-     ditto 

-     ditto 

-    ditto       - 

"        »       " 

Palmira   -        -        - 

H.  M.  S.  Wolverene 

William  Tucker     - 

.     ditto      - 

"        n       " 

Felicidade 

H.  M.S.  Termagant 

H.  F.  Seagram       - 

Portuguese 

■       »       " 

Veracruzano  ( Paquete) 

-    ditto 

-     ditto 

Spanish 

» 

Porto  Formozo 

H.  M.  S.  Rolla       . 

Charles  Hall 

Portuguese 

n 

Vanguardia 

-H.  M.S.  Wanderer 
and  H.  M.  S.  Rolla. 

-  -  Hon.  J.  Denman 
and  Charles  Hall. 

Spanish 

'       n       ' 

Reglano  -        -        - 

H.  M.  S.  Wanderer 

Hon.  J.  Denman    - 

-    ditto      - 

"        »       " 

Clara       - 

H.  M.  S.  Buzzard  - 

Charles  Fitzgerald 

United  States 

"       n       ' 

- 

British  and  Portuguese 
(Sierra  Leone). 

Olimpa    -        -        - 

H.  M.S.  Lynx       - 

H.  Broadhead 

Portuguese 

-     no 

British  and  Brazilian 

Concei9ao 

H.  M.  S.  Termagant 

H.  F.  Seagram       - 

Brazilian    - 

"           99          ' 

(Sierra  Leone). 

Julia        .        .        - 

.    ditto 

.    ditto 

Portuguese 

"           »          " 

Santo  Antonio  Victo- 
rioso. 

H.  M.  S.  Wolverene 

William  Tucker     - 

Brazilian     - 

'           99          ' 

Republicano     - 

H.M.S.  Fantome- 

E.  H.  Butterfield   - 

Montevidean 

"           J>          " 

Claudina  -        -        - 

-     ditto 

.    ditto 

Brazilian    - 

"           >>          " 

Onze  de  Novembro    - 

-     ditto 

.    ditto 

-     ditto      - 

•           »          " 

Gratidao  -        -        - 

H.  M.  S.  Wolverene 

William  Tucker     - 

-     ditto 

'           99          ' 

Emilia     -       .-         - 

-    dkUa 

-     ditto 

Portuguese 

"           »          " 

British  and  Spanish 
(the  Havana). 

Mercedita 

H.  M.  S.  Crocodile 

Alexander  Milne    - 

Spanish 

-  y«  - 

British  and  Brazilian 

Providencia 

H.LM.S.Constan9a 

J.  J.  Ignacio 

Portuguese 

no     - 

(Rio  de  Janeiro). 

Afiicano  Atrevido      - 

a  detachment  of  the 

National  Guard 

-     ditto      . 

>i 

Paquete  de  Benguela 

H.M.S.  Wizard    - 

Birch    - 

none  - 

"       »      " 

Alexandre 

H.  M.  S.  Grecian   - 

William  Smyth     - 

Brazilian    - 

1 

A   canoe,    without    a 

H.M.S.  lOdeAbril 

J.  M.  Nogueira      - 

none  - 

1 

name. 

- 
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-  Courts  of  Mixed  Commissiok  for  Adjudication^  between  the  1st  day  of  Jaiuiarj  1840  ajid  the.  21st  day  jof 

which  each  Vesse}  was  seized ;  distinguishing  those  under  the  late  Treaty  with  Spain ;  the  Registered  Tonnage  of  each 

V  Seizure,  the  Date  of  the  Decretal  Part  of  the  Sentence,  whether  Forfeiture  or  Restitution,  with  the  Amount  of  Proceeds 


Registered 
Tonnage. 

Tonnage 

by 

Britiah 
Admeasurement. 

Number  of 

Slavea 

on  Board 

at  Time  of 

Seizure. 

Date 

of 

Sentence. 

Whether  ' 
Forfeiture 

or 
Restitution. 

Amoihit 

of 

Prooeedaof 

Sale. 

Amount 

of 

Costo  awarded. 

Such  Portion 
of  the  Expenses  of 

as  ii  included  in  the 

Accounts  aent  in  by 

Her  Majesty's 

Commissioners. 

Expenses 

of 

Brealdng^up. 

not  stated 

not  stated    - 

-  none   - 

Jan.  18, 

1840, 

forfeiture 

£.   s.    d. 
18     -    - 

none     - 

£.     s.   d. 
6     6  10 

£.     s.   d. 
-  -  vessel  lost 
at  sea. 

-    ditto  - 

-     ditto      - 

"       »      " 

„    28 

>> 

"      »       " 

220  10     6 

"        »        * 

50     6     6 

11  18     6 

94}| 

.,  ditto      - 

"       »      " 

Mar.  9 

j> 

■*      »       * 

486  11     3 

•        w        • 

42  19     9 

11  11     - 

140$  J 

-  .  ditto       - 

'          99          ' 

„     » 

» 

"      j>       " 

694     4     2 

"        w         " 

66     7  10 

16     -    - 

197ff 

-  .  ditto       - 

2 

Apr.  18 

>> 

"      »       " 

1,806  16     2 

"        w         " 

178     8     - 

19     5     6 

97 

-     ditto       - 

-  none   - 

June  5 

» 

"    .  w 

219  19     4 

'        >>         " 

80     7     8 

11   14     - 

93 

-     ditto 

'          99         " 

„    18 

9> 

"      »       " 

292     9     8 

» 

48  13     9 

11     9     6 

68 

-     ditto       - 

"      »      " 

»    24 

>j 

-      jj 

221   17     8 

?> 

50-4 

9  12     - 

144 

-     ditto       - 

"      >>      " 

Case  withdra 

wn  by  mutual  consent  and  with  permission 

of  the  Court 

208^ 

226H&3 

"      »      " 

Sept.  1, 

1840 

forfeiture 

6,640  16     8 

-     none     - 

1,369  12     4 

20     2     - 

36 

^mu 

"      j>      " 

„      1 

>j 

"      »       " 

664  19     4| 

>> 

213  18  10 

5     8- 

118 

^mu 

•        w       " 

„      8 

w 

"      7>       • 

243     8     4 

"        J?        " 

108  17     8 

18     7     - 

78 

^IfMf 

"      ji      " 

„      8 

w 

-      j>       - 

246  17     1 

"        w         " 

61     8     4 

10     7     - 

106 

^omi 

"      »      " 

Oct  19 

>> 

-      >>       - 

1,824  19     4 

"        >>         " 

570  10     4 

12     7     6 

86 

64IHJ 

"      »      " 

„    24 

» 

"      »       • 

807  16     2 

"        »        " 

67  18     8 

10  17     6 

72 

^mu 

•      jj      * 

Nov.  6 

» 

"      »       • 

220  17     - 

"        >>         " 

56     2     3 

9  18     - 

96 

^(^mi 

j>      " 

,,      5 

» 

"      >j       * 

269  19  10 

w 

54     4     6 

11   12     6 

111 

mm 

"      >>      " 

Dec.   9 

jj 

"        w         " 

389  18     1 

„ 

80  10     9 

15^  16     6 

77 

48m* 

360 

„     28 

J> 

"       »        " 

269  13     7 

w 

82  13  10 

10     5     6 

^m 

not  known  - 

-  none   - 

„     31 

>7 

"      >>       " 

93  19  11 

"         w          " 

17  IS     7 

not  known. 

79  or  89 

not  stated   - 

380 

May  26 

j> 

"      »       " 

436  12     9 

"        >J         " 

16  .5:ioj 

sold  entire. 

90 

-     ditto      - 

.  none   - 

Jan.    6 

>> 

w 

106     3  10 

"        >>         " 

39  12     - 

» 

130 

-     ditto      - 

"      w      " 

»      6 

» 

"      »       " 

282  10  11 

"        >>         " 

62     9     1 

99 

163 

-     ditto 

"          W         " 

May  21 

» 

"       w        " 

1,108     2     3| 

*        J>         " 

522  18     3 

» 

144 

-     ditto      - 

"      »      " 

June  5 

» 

"       »        " 

239  16     2 

"         J>          " 

73  10     6 

» 

130 

80^V 

"        w       " 

Oct    1 

» 

"       J>        " 

696  18    .8 

"         ?>          " 

98.14     9 

?> 

206 

nsift?^ 

"    -  » 

Nov.  11 

.  w 

;> 

3,364     1   10 

"         »          " 

758  18     2 

» 

77 

'  ^mu 

"       >*      " 

„    16 

w 

"       » 

836     4     2 

>> 

84     9     4 

» 

90 

mm 

?J     - 

Dec.  9 

» 

■     .  J> 

388  11     4 

» 

75     3     7 

>> 

not  stated 

not  stated  - 

'          99         " 

Apr.  24 

>7 

"       »        ' 

Dolls,    Rs. 
2,630     6J 

99 

DolU.  Rs. 
387     7} 

Dolls, 
90 

-     ditto  - 

-     ditto      - 

"           »          " 

May  4 

» 

1 
that  the  Court  had  no  jurisdiction. 

.     ditto  - 

-    ditto      - 

"           »          " 

Apr.    6 

» 

.     ditto     -    .     ditto. 

70 

56 

280 

Sept  28 

J> 

forfeiture 

accounts  not  yet  received.     | 

73 

-     58i 

-   none   - 

„    10 

?> 

restitution 

•         "         " 

1,064,286  Rs. 

about 
£.131. 16.8.st 

not  stated 

not  stated  - 

47 

Oct.  29 

>J 

that  the  Court  had  no  jurisdiction. 

^o  ^ 

(emtinued.) 

385. 
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lllT«ll))S  MLAtttB  to  fill  <AI>»«»tt  AHD  Ab^tt&lCAtlOM 


Return  of  Slave  Veaeels  brought  before  the  several  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission  for  j 

Adjudication,  • 

.    -    -    - 

TEAR 

COURT. 

NAME  OF  VESSEL. 

N  AMS 

oftlie 

CSi^pturbg  Sb^ 

NAME 
orCammaiiaer 

•ftbe 
Ciptering  Ship. 

FLAG 

ttnaeridiidi 

eMhV«Mlwaf 

Nbed. 

Whether 

the  late  Tfttty 

wUhSptm 

tnriwt. 

18«1 : 

British   mH  SpaMsh  , 
(Siemt  Leone). 

Recurso  .        -       - 
Boa  Unia« 

H.  M.  S.  Forester  - 
H.  M.  S.  Saracen  - 

6.  L.  Noreook      - 

H.  w.  Hm  -      - 

Portuguese - 
-    ditto      - 

-    yea    . 

' 

San  Paolo  de  Loanda 

*    ditto 

-    ditto         • 

-    ditto      - 

•      »     • 

Urraca     -        .        - 

-    ditto 

.    ditto 

Spanish      - 

•      »     • 

, 

Repnblicatno     • 

^    ditto 

.    ditto 

-    ditto 

*      »     • 

Liberal    * 

*.H.M.Ss.  Wol- 
verene and  Lynx. 

.-Wm.  Tucker  and 
Henry  Broadhead. 

Portuguese - 

•      »>     • 

Josephina 

R.  M.  S.  Fantdme 

£.  H.  Butterfield  - 

-    ditto 

"      i>     • 

Ainalia    .... 

H.  M«  S.  Wanderer 

Hon.  J.  Dcttman   - 

Spanish      - 

•      »     • 

Ntunantina       • 

H.  M.  8.  Persian  - 

T.  R.  Eden  - 

-    ditto      - 

*      »     • 

Erculos    ... 

--H.M.S.Itis^d 
Aoom. 

--Wm.  Tucker  and 
J.  Adams. 

Portttguese- 

•      »     • 

i 

Paz         •        .        - 

-  .  H.  M.  S.  Ptoto, 
(steamer). 

W.  S.  Blount 

-    «tto      - 

"      »     • 

British  and  Brazilian 

Feliz  Ventura  - 

H.  M.  S.  RoUa     . 

C.  HaU         -        - 

Brazilian    - 

•     no     - 

(Sierra  Leone). 

Bellona    ... 

H.  M.  S.  Fantome 

E.  H.  Butterfield   - 

Portuguese - 

•      »     • 

Nova  Inveja     - 

H.  M.  S.  Persian  . 

T.  E.  Symonds 

Brazilian    - 

"      w      " 

Bom  Fim 

.    ditto 

-    ditto 

.    ditto      - 

•      »      • 

Juliana    »        .        . 

H.  M.  S.  Buzzard- 

R.  T.  J.  Levinge   - 

-    ditto      - 

•      »      " 

Orozimbo 

-  -  H.  M.  Ss.  I>an. 
tome,    Waterwftch 
iEind  Brisk. 

--E.H.  Butterfield, 
H.  Matson  and  6. 
Sprigjg. 

.    ditto      . 

•      »      • 

Firme      ^        -        . 

H.  M.  S.  Dolphin- 

Edw.  Littlehales   - 

-    ditto      . 

•      »      " 

Nova  Foituha  - 

-  .  ditto 

.    ditto 

.    ditto      - 

'      »      • 

Flor  de  America 

H.  M.  S.  Persian  - 

T.  R.  Eden  -        - 

.    ditto      - 

•      »      • 

Donna  Misa   - 

H.M..S.Wa)terwitch 

H.  J.  Matson 

.    ditto      . 

•      If      • 

> 

British  and    Spanish 
(the  Havana). 

Jesus  MaHa     - 

H.  M.  S.  Ritigdove 

Hon.  K.  Stewart   - 

Spanish      . 

.    yea    - 

Segunda  Rosario 

H.  M.  S.  Cleopatra 

A.  Maine      - 

•    ditto      . 

•      »      • 

Aguila     - 

Civil  authorities  oft! 

iie  Island  of  Cuba     - 

none  - 

•      »      • 

British  and  Brazilian 
-(Rio  de  JalMiro). 

Asseiceira 
Nova  Aurora    - 

H.  M.  S.  Fawn     - 
H.  M.  S.  Rose      - 

John  Foote  - 
P.Christie   - 

-    ditto      . 
Brazilian    - 

.     no    - 

Castro      ... 

H.  M.  S.  Grecian  - 

Wm.  Smyt^  - 

-    ditto 

It 

Conven^ao 

H.  M.  S.  Rose      - 

P.Christie   - 

.    ditto      - 

•      If      • 

Foreign  Office,  28  June  1842. 
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OP  VESSELS  ENGAGED  IN  THE  SLAVE  TBADB,  FROM  1830  TO  1841. 


»7 


.  .  . 

between  1  Jannary  1840  and  31  December  1841,  with  the  Name  of  Capturing  Ship,  < 

8bc.^-<xmft»tie<£ 

Regirtend 

Tonnage 

by 
Britiah 

Number  of 

Shves 

on  Board 

at  Time  of 

Seixure. 

Date 

of 
Sentenoe. 

Whether 
Forfeiture 

or 
Restitution. 

Amount 

of 

Plroceeds  of 

Sale. 

Amount 

of 

Coiti  awarded. 

8neh  Portion 
oftheEzpenieaof 

asiaindudedinthe 

Account  sent  in  bj 

Her  Majesty's 

EzpsMa 

of 

B^sadn|u^ 

£.    s.    d. 

£.    s.    d. 

£.    $.    d. 

85 

eoyJIjr 

-   none  - 

Jan.  11,  ] 

L841 

forfeiture 

298  10    6 

-    none      • 

67    9    7 

10  17    6 

99 

64fMJ 

"      f>     • 

Feb.    1 

II 

•      II      • 

276  18     6 

"       II        • 

69     1  10 

11  18    6 

110 

68^^ 

"      >>     " 

II      II 

99 

"     II      " 

884  10     7 

•        n         • 

66  14     6 

12  16    6 

46 

e*i«fV 

"      w      • 

1,     28 

ff 

"      II      " 

194     8     9 

*        II         • 

60    8     8 

6  15    - 

102 

ioomi 

"      »      • 

Apr.    6 

t9 

-      j^      - 

219  10     4 

■        II         " 

64     7     - 

10    2    6 

107 

»i^m 

"       n      ' 

May  6 

II 

-  „   - 

484  19     - 

■        II         • 

98  19     8 

10    8    0 

160 

i««hft% 

"       »      • 

„     20 

^1 

"      II      • 

415  18     6 

"        II         " 

99     6     2 

18  16    - 

98 

SSjVWt 

•       »      • 

July  27 

II 

•      II      " 

862  16     7 

■        II         * 

89     6     1 

9  11     8 

90 

fiHiH 

"       »      " 

Oct  12 

U 

-     II      - 

481  16     - 

"        II         • 

111     2     4 

9    7     6 

no  papers 

^ma 

•       »      • 

Nov.  16 

99 

•      w       • 

481     7  10 

•        II         • 

81     6     8 

9  16    e 

70 

«eH 

"       >>      " 

,1     26 

II 

•      II       • 

488     9     1 

•        II         • 

77     7     8 

8  12    6 

128 

7*mi 

"       »      • 

Jan.  11 

II 

"      11       * 

1,275  19     6 

"        II         • 

336  19    - 

sold  entire. 

117 

«mu 

"       II      • 

f9          II 

II 

892  14     4 

"        n         • 

76  11     4 

If 

187 

mm 

"       II      " 

Mar.  8 

II 

"      II       " 

8,117  19  10 

II 

687  17     4 

•      If 

66 

27mif 

"       II      • 

n     13 

II 

"      II       " 

926  12  11 

•       II        " 

174     8     4 

If 

108 

f^mii 

-       »      - 

Apr.   6 

II 

^      n       - 

812  18     9 

•        w         • 

62    8    - 

ff 

192 

^mm 

•       n      • 

II      » 

II 

"      II       • 

645  17     6 

• 

"        II         " 

101     4     8 

*      ff 

179 

88JSM 

» 

July  8 

II 

"      II       * 

2,380     6  11 

"        II         • 

88    8    e 

ff 

77 

mm 

"       »      • 

„    20 

II 

'         99          ' 

2,074  11     - 

•        II         " 

266     7     2 

If 

60 

aiflM 

"       »      • 

II    81 

II 

"       n       " 

286     -     8 

"        II         " 

69  16     7 

If 

no  papers 

9^HH 

"       II      • 

Aug.  8 

II 

"      II       • 

240     -     1 

•        II         " 

64     2  10 

If 

about  26 

•boat  85     • 

252 

Jan.  13 

II 

"      II       " 

D0IU.R8. 
176     - 

"         II          " 

Dolls.  Rs. 
428     5 

J>olls.Rs. 

79     4 
including 
wharfage. 

not  stated 

notitated  - 

293 

Feb.  18 

II 

"      II       " 

742     8 

"        11         " 

664     4 

J)olls.Jts. 

146    4 

including 

wharftge. 

no  papers 

not  known  • 

418 

May  29 

II 

that  the  Co 

urt  had  no  jurisdiction. 

177 

uii 

882 

Mar;  8 

II 

forfeiture 

accounts  not  yet  received. 

105 

182 

.  none  - 

Apr.  15 

II 

restitution 

. 

award  not  yet  received. 

99 

80 

ft 

June 25 

II 

"      II      " 

. 

award  not  yet  received. 

161 

128J 

•      »     " 

Dec.  30 

II 

II 

- 

none. 

Canning. 
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SLAVE  TRADE.— SLAVE   VESSELS. 


RETURNS  U)  Two  Addresses  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons^ 
dated  respectively  3  May  and  6  August  1843  i-^^/br, 


—  1.— 

SLAVE  TRADE. 

RETURNS  of  the  Number  of  Vessels  which  have  been  Adjudicated  in  the  Courts  of  Mixed 
Commission  at  Sierra  Itcone,  from  the  latest  Date  included  in  the  Return  No.  8  of  the  Appendix 
to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  that  Colony,  printed  by  Order  of  llie  House  in 
the  Year  1830,  down  to  the. latest  Period  to  which  the  same  can  be  made  up ;  stating  the  Time 
and  Place  of  Capture,  and  the  Time  that  elapsed  before  the  Ship  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  for 
Adjudication^  the  Number  of  Slaves  on  Board  at  the  Time  of  Capture,  and  the  Number  that 
were  landed  at  Sierra  Leone ;  distinguishing  Males  from  Females,  and  Adults  from  Children,  so 
far  as  the  same  can  be  made  out:->Of  the  Number  of  Vessels  of  every  Class  in  Her 
Majesty's  Service,  which  have  been  employed  on  the  West  African  Station,  in  each  Year 
since  the  Year  1828;  specifying  the  Name,  Class,  and  Force  of  each,  together  with  the  Numbers 
of  their  respective  Crews,  and  stating  the  Number  of  Deaths  in  each  Vessel  in  each  Year, 
distinguishing  those  which  have  occurred  in  Action  or  by  Accident  (in  pari  continuaiion  of 
Return  ordered  by  The  House  to  be  printed,  ijth  February  1830):— Of  the  Total  Expi^nse  of 
the  Naval  Force  employed  in  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  on  the  Western  Coast  df 
Africa^  in  each  Year,  since  the  6rst  Establishment  of  the  Mixed  Commission  Courts : — Of  the 
several  Powers  with  which  Treaties  have  hitherto  been  concluded  for  the  Suppression  of  the 
»Slav£  Trade  ;  specifying  tliose  which  have  admitted  the  '^  Equipment  Article,"  and  the  DatQ 
of  each  Ratification. 


(Mr.  Stuart  fVorttey.) 


—  2.— 

SLAVE  VESSELS, 

RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Slave  Vessels  Captured  by  Her  Majesty's  Cruisers  since  the 
Year  1831  inclusive;  showing  the  Date  of  Capture,  the  Place  of  Condemnation,  and  the 
Number  of  Slaves  at  the  Period  of  Capture  and  Adjudication  respectively :  also.  An  Account 
of  tho  subsequent  Disposal  of  the  Liberated  Slaves  after  Adjudication. 

(Lord  Jshley.} 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Comuions,  to  be  Printed, 
12  August  1842. 
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NAVAL   FORCE   EMPLOYBP   ON   THB   WBST   AFRICAN   STATION 


A  RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Vessels  of  every  Class  in  Her  Majesty's  Service  which  have  been  Employed  on 
the  West  African  Station,  in  each  Year  since  the  Year  1828,  specifying  the  Name,  Class,  and  Force  of  each, 
together  with  the  Numbers  of  their  respective  Crews ;  and  stating  the  Number  of  Deaths  in  each  Vessel  in  each 
Year,  distinguishing  those  which  have  occurred  in  Action  or  by  Accident  (in  part  continuation  of  Return  ordered 
by  The  House  to  be  printed^  I'jth  February  1830). 


Number 

Number 

Total 

Year. 

Ships*  Name9. 

Clws. 

Force. 

Complement. 

of  Deaths  in 

ofDeathsby 

Number  of 

Action. 

Accident. 

Deaths. 

1829     . 

SybiU^ 
North  Star  - 

^ 

5th  r«le 

48  guns ^ 

300 

1 

3 

57 

- 

• 

6th   -. 

- 

28    ^ 

>75 

•          •• 

1 

1 

Eden  . 

^ 

- 

6th   - 

- 

?6    ^ 

135 

. 

3 

123 

Medina 

- 

- 

Stoop    - 

- 

90    — 

135 

- 

• 

4 

Primrose 

• 

• 

— 

• 

18    — 

125 

, 

. 

1 

ainker 

^ 

• 

Gun  brig 

• 

13      

68 

. 

9 

7 

Plumper      f 
Athof 

^ 

^ 

^^«*    • 

^ 

l)t      -« 

50 

^          « 

• 

3 

- 

" 

6th  rate 

- 

a8    ^ 

l6o 

-          ^ 

■.           • 

3 

1830     - 

Sybille        « 

• 

. 

5tb  rate 

• 

48    - 

300 

^          ^ 

,            . 

35 

Dryad 
Atholl 

• 

• 

6th    ^ 

• 

43    — 

260 

- 

• 

1 

^ 

« 

6tli   « 

• 

38    _ 

160 

.          . 

-            • 

3 

Medina 

m 

• 

SI90P    - 

• 

ao    — 

135 

1 

5 

Primrose     - 

- 

- 

,    -1- 

- 

18    ^ 

^^5 

3 

t 

7 

Favorite 

• 

• 

... 

. 

18    - 

125 

Clinker 

. 

. 

Gun  brig 

. 

13      — 

62 

,          . 

I 

3 

Plumper 

- 

- 

—    - 

- 

13      — 

63 

. 

2 

Conflict 

- 

• 

—    - 

• 

l»      — 

50 

•                          m 

- 

1 

1831     . 

Dryad 

• 

• 

5th  rate 

, 

43      — 

360 

1 

1 

8 

Athol 

• 

. 

6th    - 

. 

28      — 

160 

.                          . 

•            • 

5 

Medina 

- 

• 

Sloop    - 

. 

20      — 

135 

•                          - 

• 

3 

Favorite 

- 

. 

— 

. 

18     — 

»«5 

.                         . 

1 

2 

Plumper 

- 

- 

Gun  brig 

- 

13      — 

63 

. 

. 

1 

Conflict 

- 

• 

..    • 

- 

12      — 

50 

. 

. 

10 

Brisk  .        . 

- 

• 

—    - 

- 

3    — 

48 

— 

1833     - 

Dryad 

. 

• 

5th  rate 

« 

43      — 

260 

. 

2 

4 

Athol 

. 

• 

6th    - 

• 

28      — 

i6q 

«. 

Favorite 

• 

- 

Sloop    - 

. 

Id    — 

»«5 

• 

• 

7 

Pelorus 

• 

• 

m^ 

. 

18    — 

117 

«-. 

Conflict 

• 

• 

Gun  brig 

• 

13      ^ 

5« 

k           - 

1 

3 

Plumper 

- 

- 

— n       . 

• 

\%     ^ 

6a 

. 

1 

1 

Charyb(U§    • 

-» 

- 

— ..       , 

•^ 

[    3    -" 

5« 

- 

•              m 

3 

Brisk  - 

• 

• 

^^mm           • 

• 

3    — 

48 

- 

Pluto  . 

- 

- 

Steamer 

- 

3    — 

53 

- 

I 

8 

1833     - 

Isis     - 

. 

• 

5th  rate 

• 

50    — 

330 

.                         , 

3 

7 

Trinculo      - 

• 

- 

Sloop    - 

. 

16    — 

117 

• 

. 

I 

Pelorus 

. 

. 

• 

- 

18    — 

117 

«                         • 

« 

4 

Favorite 

• 

. 

.^       • 

• 

18    — 

115 

_^ 

Curlew 

. 

. 

Gun  brig 

• 

10    — 

72 

. 

m                    m 

8 

Britomart    • 

. 

• 

-- 

. 

10    — 

56 

• 

3 

4 

Brisk  - 

• 

•• 

_    • 

• 

3    — 

52 

• 

1 

3 

Char^bdis   - 

• 

• 

.1.    • 

- 

3    — 

53 

. 

. 

2 

Griffon 

- 

• 

—    . 

• 

3    — 

49 

• 

• 

1 

Pluto  • 

- 

• 

Steamer 

- 

a  — 

53 

• 

- 

1 

1834     • 

Isis     -        - 

. 

• 

5th  rate 

• 

50  — 

330 

. 

1 

8 

Pelorus 

- 

* 

Sloop    • 

• 

18   -. 

117 

^ 

1 

2 

Trinculo 

« 

. 

_ 

• 

16  — 

117 

. 

•             • 

2 

Curiew 

• 

• 

Brig      . 

• 

10  — 

7^ 

« 

•                  • 

1 

Britomart    - 

. 

, 

. 

10   — 

56 

,_ 

Buzzard 

. 

. 

__^ 

. 

10  — 

52 

«                       a 

2 

2 

^ 

Forester 

. 

. 

._ 

. 

3   — 

5« 

.                       ^ 

1 

3 

Griffon 

. 

• 

w. 

• 

3   — 

53 

•                        • 

1 

Brisk  .        . 

• 

- 

»-. 

- 

3  — 

63 

•                        " 

2 

3 

Lynx  - 

- 

• 



• 

3  — 

49 

m^ 

Fair  Rosamond 

. 

. 

.^ 

• 

3  — 

44 

• 

. 

1 

Charybdis    - 

- 

- 

-» 

• 

3   — 

5« 

- 

I 

2 

Pluto  - 

' 

• 

Steamer 

" 

3   — 

53 

•                        * 

1 

Digitized  by 

L^ooqIc 

'] 

[N  THE  Suppression  op  THte  sLAVfe 

tllADE. 

s 

Number 

Number 

toTAL 

Year. 

Ships*  Names. 

Class. 

Forc6. 

Complement. 

of  Deaths  in 

of  Deaths  by 

Number  of 

Action. 

Accident. 

Deaths. 

1835     - 

Pelorus 
Trinculo 

- 

- 

Sloop    - 

m 

18  gnus  • 
i6    — 

110 

IID 

^          • 

••          * 

3 

Curlew 

• 

.. 

Brig      - 

• 

10    — 

50 

- 

2 

4 

Britomart    - 

•• 

- 

— 

- 

lO     — 

50 

' — 

Rolla  - 

. 

. 

-                     „ 

« 

10    — 

50 

fc 

• 

Buzzard 

. 

. 

*.. 

- 

10    — 

50 

4          • 

-■  - 

Griffon 

• 

. 

. 

- 

3    — 

50 

— 

Brisk  - 

- 

- 

— 

- 

3    — 

50 

fc          • 

- 

Lynx  • 
Cnarybdis    - 

• 

• 

.. 

• 

3    — 

50 

.. 

. 

• 

- 

._ 

• 

3    — 

50 

fe 

- 

Forester 

•• 

^^ 

• 

3    — 

50 

^ 

- 

Fair  Rosamond 

- 

- : 

— 

- 

\-  — 

4t) 

w 

- 

1836     - 

Thalia 

. 

. 

5th  rate 

- 

46    _ 

375 

• — 

- 

Pylades       - 

- 

- 

Sloop    - 

- 

18     — 

120 

— 

Scout  - 

. 

- 

<_       * 

- 

18    — 

120 

1 

2 

Columbine  - 

- 

- 

— 

- 

16    — 

110 

- 

m                         A 

2 

RoOa  - 

. 

. 

Brig      • 

- 

10    — 

50 

h 

- 

2 

Curlew 

• 

. 

ta— 

• 

10    — 

50 

fc 

•. 

2 

Waterwitch 

• 

• 

k^ 

- 

10    — 

b^ 

fc               . 

1 

2 

Britomart    - 

- 

- 

^ 

- 

10    — 

50 

*               • 

- 

2 

Buzzard 

» 

- 

^. 

. 

3    — 

50 

— 

Lynx  - 

- 

- 

^-»       • 

- 

3    — 

50 

A                           » 

1 

2 

Forester 

- 

- 

«-. 

- 

3    — 

50 

* 

- 

3 

Charybdig    - 

- 

- 

— 

- 

3    — 

50 

^ 

- 

1 

Fair  Rosamond 

. 

. 

*— 

• 

2    .— 

40 

-» 

Griffon 

. 

- 

4. 

. 

3    — 

50 



Bonetta 

- 

- 

— 

- 

6    — 

50 

* 

3 

3 

1837     - 

Scout 

• 

• 

Sloop    - 

. 

18    — 

120 

^ 

1 

8 

Pylades 
Childers       - 

• 

- 

te. 

- 

18    — 

120 

•• 

1 

3 

• 

• 

^.^       * 

. 

l6      r- 

110 

•i 

1 

1 

Columbine  - 

• 

. 

^^ 

. 

16  — 

110 

• 

- 

6 

FeUcan 

- 

• 

*—       .  . 

- 

16  —  . 

.    110 

- 

- 

3 

Curlew 

. 

- 

Brig      . 

- 

JO      — 

50 

- 

2 

35 

Saracen 

- 

• 

«_ 

. 

10    — 

50 

^ 

- 

I 

Waterwitch 

. 

• 

h—        • 

• 

10    — 

Sb 

*• 

• 

8 

Rolla- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

10    — 

50 

*■        . 

- 

1 

Bonetta 

• 

. 

—i.        • 

• 

6    — 

50 

!• 

. 

7 

Dolphin 

- 

• 

< — 

3    — 

50 

*► 

1 

I          12 

Charybdis    - 

- 

- 

— . 

- 

3    — 

50 

*• 

2 

6 

Fonester 

- 

*— 

- 

3    — 

50 

*■ 

- 

7 

Lynx  - 

• 

• 

*—        • 

. 

3    — 

50 

te 

1 

a 

Buzzard    *  - 

. 

- 

i 

• 

3    — 

50 

.. 

•         A 

8 

Viper  .        . 
Fair  Rosamond 

- 

• 

i 

• 

6    — 

44 

^                     - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

*— 

- 

a    — 

40 

I 

- 

4 

1838     - 

MelviHe       - 

. 

. 

4th  rate 

^ 

74    — 

43« 

*i 

2 

4 

Pelican 

fc- 

- 

Sloop    - 

• 

16    _ 

110 

*. 

- 

I 

Pylades 

• 

- 

.—       ^ 

. 

18    ■— 

i2d 

*. 

A         • 

1 

Scotit 

• 

. 

^^ 

. 

18    _ 

IJO 

i. 

• 

16 

Columbine  - 

. 

• 

._        • 

. 

16    — 

110 

«. 

- 

1 

' 

Childers      - 

- 

- 

— 

- 

16    — 

no 



Saracen 

« 

m 

Brig      . 

. 

10    — 

50 

.» 

Waterwitch 

• 

• 

• 

10    — 

55 

* 

- 

•15 

Curiew 

. 

- 

.!_                    «     ' 

. 

10    — 

55 

'  '      * 

tt         - 

1 

Termagant  - 

- 

- 

._ 

• 

10    — 

50 

—     . 

Bonetta 

- 

. 

«—                    * 

• 

6    — 

50 

*                      • 

1 

20 

Viper  . 

- 

- 

— 

- 

6    — 

44 

1 

2 

10 

Brisk  -        - 

• 

• 

*_ 

• 

4    — 

50 

* 

1 

10 

Forester 

. 

- 

4— 

. 

3     — 

50 

>        * 

1 

23 

Fail*  Rosamond 

• 

- 

... 

- 

3    — 

40 

-        * 

^              w 

4 

Dolphin 

- 

- 

*.^ 

- 

3    '- 

50 

'        * 

- 

3 

Lynx  - 

- 

- 

— 

- 

a    — 

50 

— 

1839     - 

Scotit  • 

• 

• 

Sloop    - 

• 

18    — 

110 

*                     • 

1 

4 

Pylades 

• 

- 

— 

• 

18    — 

120 

* 

- 

1 

Pelican 

• 

• 

^. 

• 

18    — 

no 

_ 

Lily    .        . 

« 

- 

*^ 

• 

16    — 

115 

-^ 

Wolverine  - 

• 

. 

«.       • 

, 

16    - 

115 

* 

zedby  v:j( 

»r 

ir^T 

A     t\ 

Digit 

4 

NAVAL   ] 

POBCB  BMPLOTED   ON   fKB 

t  WUBT  AVRIOAN   STATION 

Number 

Number 

Total 

Year. 

Ships'  Names. 

Class. 

Force. 

Complement. 

}rDeath8  inofDeatbsbyl 

Number  of 

Action. 

Accident. 

Deaths. 

1839  - 

Harlequin    - 

Sloop    . 

16  gU08 - 

"5 

■                   •» 

9 

Saracen 

• 

Brig      - 

. 

10    — 

55 

- 

. 

4 

Nautiltis      - 

. 

. 

10    — 

65 

•                   * 

1 

I 

Waterwitch  - 

- 

_ 

• 

10    — 

60 

-. 

Partridge    - 

- 

— 

- 

10    — 

50 



Dolphin 

. 

_ 

• 

3    — 

.   '  60 

- 

• 

4 

Bonetta 

• 

— . 

- 

6    — 

60 

. 

1 

1 

Lynx  - 
Termagant  - 

. 

.. 

• 

3    — 

55 

3 

. 

7 

• 

— 

- 

3    — • 

65 

— 

Viper  - 

- 

— 

- 

3    .— 

44 

r 

- 

3 

Fair  Rosamond 

« 

_.        • 

• 

3    — 

40 

'*. 

. 

3 

Forester 

, 

«•        • 

. 

3    — 

65 

I 

• 

15 

Buzzard 

• 

— ^        • 

. 

3    — 

55 

'    — . 

Brisk  . 

- 

— 

- 

3    — 

65 

- 

- 

14 

1840  - 

Wolverine   • 

. 

Sloop    - 

. 

16    — 

»15 

m                    m 

1 

7 

Wanderer    - 

• 

_        - 

• 

16    - 

115 

• 

1 

4 

Persian 

• 

_ 

. 

16    — 

120 

\ 

. 

4 

Harlequin    - 

- 

■      ■                  m 

- 

16    — 

115 

- 

1 

1 

Saracen 

• 

Brig      - 

. 

10       — ; 

56 

^ 

• 

3 

RoUa  . 

. 

... 

• 

10       — 

55 

• 

.          « 

3 

Cygnet 

• 

«. 

• 

6       — 

65 

«- 

Lynx  - 

• 

.. 

• 

3    — 

55 

«. 

• 

3 

Termagant  - 

- 

— 

- 

3    ^ 

55 

- 

w 

3 

Viper .        . 

♦ 

.. 

• 

3    — 

44 

• 

I 

3 

Buzzard 

. 

_               • 

• 

3    — 

55 

•               * 

• 

9 

Dolphin 

• 



• 

3    — 

60 

• 

1 

3 

Forester 

- 



- 

3    — 

55 

- 

- 

3 

1841  - 

Madagascar 

• 

5th  rate 

. 

44    — 

3«7 

— 

Iris     . 

. 

6th    - 

. 

s6    — 

205 

• 

2 

.  ?} 

to  30th  September  ' 

Wolverine   - 

• 

Sloop    . 

• 

16    — 

116 

- 

- 

5 

Persian 

• 

__        » 

. 

16    — 

120 

2 

. 

10 

Wanderer    - 

- 

— 

- 

16    — 

"5 

- 

1 

13 

Cygnet        - 

« 

Brig      - 

. 

8    — 

6S 

. 

3 

7 

Dolphin 

• 

— 

. 

3    — 

60 

3 

1 

*7, 

Bonetta 

• 

^. 

, 

3    — 

60 

• 

• 

.  -} 

to  30th  September 

Ferret 

• 

«i»        - 

. 

10    — 

65 

• 

3 

4 

Forester 

. 

«.        • 

• 

10    — 

55 

,         , 

1 

1 

Saracen 

• 

,1..        • 

. 

10    — 

55 

• 

• 

3 

Lynx  - 

- 

aiBM                        « 

- 

3    — 

55 

. 

- 

i 

Termagant  • 

« 

•-«-                 m 

, 

3    — 

55 

3 

1 

»o 

Pantaloon  - 

. 

_ 

» 

10    — 

60 

Buzzard 

- 



- 

3    — 

55 

• 

3 

5 

Viper.        . 

. 

m^*                m 

• 

6    — 

44 

'    ..-. 

RoUa  -        . 

. 

_^                « 

. 

10    — 

55 

» 

• 

«1 

to  30th  September 

-        •/ 

Pluto  - 

- 

Steamer 

- 

2    — 

61 

1 

- 

5 

1843  • 

Madagascar 

, 

5th  rate 

• 

44    _ 

360 

\ 

Iris     . 

• 

6th    - 

. 

36    — 

240 

Persian 

• 

Sloop    - 

- 

16    — 

140 

Ferret 

- 

— 

• 

10    — 

80 

Heroine 

« 

Brig      - 

• 

10    — 

70 

Pantaloon   - 

• 

• 

10    — 

60 

RoL- 

• 

m^mm                     m 

. 

10    — 

60 

4. 

■M*                     • 

. 

10    — 

56 

^_ 

1  -  -  No  books  yet  rece 

ved  in  office 

, 

Cygiiet        • 

- 

— 

- 

8    — 

65 

/from  these  vessels. 

Dolphin 

- 

—                      • 

- 

3    — 

60 

Bonetta 

• 

_ 

. 

3    — 

60 

Buzzard 

.              - 

-. 

- 

3    — 

55 

Termagant  - 

- 



• 

3    — 

55 

Pluto  - 

• 

Steamer 

• 

a    — 

56 

Kite   -        - 

• 

..     .  ** 

. 

• 

60 

Albert 

• 

,1..       . 

. 

. 

. 

Wilberforce 

- 

— 

- 

- 

. 

>                       -r 
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IN  THE  8UPPRB88ION  OF  THB   8LAVB  TRADB. 


A  RETURN  of  the  Total  Expekse  of  the  Naval  Force  employed  in  the  Suppregsion  of  the  Slave  Trade  on- 
the  Western  Coast  of  ApRiCAy  in  each  Year  since  the  first  Establishment  of  the  Mixed  Commission  Courts 
(February  1819.) 


EXPENSE  OP 

TOTALt 

YEAR. 

hull,  MASTSy 

1 

1 

■ 

RIGOIVO, 

WAQBS. 

VICTOAI,*. 

1 

1 

STORES,  &C. 

1 

i 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£.    1 

1819  -        .        - 

55.319 

31,631 

19.890 

96,850 

i8«o  - 

10,871 

18,531 

17,454 

46,246 

i8ii  - 

»6,05i 

«5448 

33,810 

63,309 

1822  - 

a3,«39 

37,569 

84,711 

74,5«9 

1823  . 

16,375 

38,386 

16,853 

61,514 

• 

1824  . 

39,994 

41,91a 

87.643 

109,548 

1825  - 

38,137 

33,661 

31,984 

77,783 

1826  . 

13,605 

39,936 

ai,383 

63,934 

1827  ... 

33,508 

4a»356 

37,664 

93,528 

1828  - 

14,734 

30.413 

19,864 

65.011 

1829  . 

23,001 

38,599 

34,491 

86,091 

1830  . 

36,378 

43,a«9 

s6,604 

106,111 

1831  . 

7»i38 

38,393 

15,831 

51,361 

1832  . 

31,949 

38,376 

I4r490 

74,815 

1833  -        -       - 

•34,407 

30,94a 

18,101 

83,450 

1834  -        -        - 

3d,603 

33,537 

17,783 

71,921 

1835  -       -       - 

3,4«5 

30,963 

11,503 

35,889 

1 

1836  .        .        - 

36.039 

33,781 

17,900 

87,730 

1837  -        -        - 

13.325 

34,051 

17,904 

65,380 

1 

1838  .        .        . 

93,036 

43,880 

36,364 

93,180 

1839  .       .        - 

13,831 

40,085 

35,765 

78,671 

1840  ... 

16,946 

37,686 

19,105 

63.737 

1841  -       -       . 

1842  -       .        - 

40,54« 
75,010 

48,569 
3«,a86 

33,340 
15,743 

131,451      •» 
133,038      J 

-  -  In  these  amounts  is  in- 
cluded the  sum  of  82,054/.^ 
being  the   expense    incurrec 
on  account  of  the  «*  Albert," 
•*  Soudan,"  and  «  Wilberforce," 
for  the  Niger  Expedition. 

Grand  Totals  -  - 

606,763 

784,107 

504,077 

1,894,946 

Admiralty  Office,! 
8  August  1842.  J 

561. 
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NAVAL' PORC:e   BMPLdVEt)   ON   THE   WEST   AFRICAN    STATION 


—  2. — 
SLAVE    VESSELS. 

RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Slave  Vessels  Captured  by  Her  Majesty's  Cruisers  since  the  Year  1831,  inclmsive;  showing  the  Date  of 
Capture,  the  Place  of  Condemnation,  and  the  Number  of  Slaves  at  the  Period  of  Capture  and  Adjudication  respectively :  also.  An  Acoodvt  of 
the  subsequent  Disposal  of  the  Liberated  Slaves  after  Adjudication. 


Date 

Place 

Case, 
how  disposed  of. 

Number 

Number 

Account  of  the  Disposal 

No. 

Name  of 
Vessel  Captured. 

of 
Capture. 

where  brought 
forTriaL 

of  Slaves  at 

Period 
of  Capture. 

of  Slaves  at 

Period  ♦f 

Adjudication, 

of  the 
libented  Slaves  after  Adjudication. 

1 

Primera 

1831: 
2  Feb.  - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

condemned 

311 

310 

.  .  Given  over  to  the  Libented  African  De- 
partment  at  Sitrra  Leone. 

2 

Marinerito    - 

26  April 

-    Ditto  - 

476 

388 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Dbeiated  Afiicaa  De- 
partment at  Si«rra  Leone,  with  the  exception 
of  15  left  at  Fernando  Po,  of  whom,  bow- 
ever,  three  afterwards  reached  Sierm  Leone. 

8 

Roza    -        -        - 

18  June  - 

-     Ditto  - 

^_       •        * 

157 

not  known. 

-  -  167,  the  wWe  number,  were  landed  be- 
fore trial,  and  given  to  the  care  of  tbe  British 
authorities  at  Bahamas. 

4 

Potosi  -       -        - 

18  July  - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       .        - 

192 

183 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Si#rva  Leone. 

6 

Reg^o 

10  Sept 

-    Ditto   - 

.        • 

207 

164 

-    -    -    ditto. 

6 

Rapido 

10    —   - 
1882: 

-     Ditto  - 

^~"       "  .     " 

2 

2 

-    -    -    ditto. 

7 

Frasquita     - 

16  Feb.    - 

-    Ditto   - 

«... 

290 

228 

-    -    -    ditto. 

8 

Segunda  Teresa    - 

19  Mar.  - 

-    Ditto   - 

_       .        . 

459 

446 

-    -    -    ditto. 

9 

Planeta        - 

6  April  - 

The  Havana 

—       -        - 

239 

238 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
ba  employed  as^  servants  or  free  labourers. 

10 

Prueba 

8Mny   - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—       -        • 

308 

274 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Si«rra  Leone. 

11 

Aguila         -        . 

3  June  - 

The  Havana 

—       .        - 

616 

604 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanbh  authorities^  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

12 

Indagadora  - 

25    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

_       .        . 

134 

134 

-    -    -    ditto. 

13 

Hebe    - 

18  July    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

"^       «        • 

401 

not  known. 

-  -  386,  all  the  survivors,  were  landed  belbre 
trial,  and  given  to  the  care  of  the  British 
authorities  at  Bahamas. 

U 

Carolina 

16  Aug.  - 

-    Ditto  . 

— "       -        - 

426 

369 

--Given  over  to  the  Liberated  Afiilcan  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

15 

Negrito 

21  Nov.  - 
1833: 

The  Havana 

™""       •        — 

'626 

477 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities^  to 
be  employed  as  aervants  or  free  labourers. 

16 

Desengaiio   - 

22  Feb.    - 

Siaim  Leone     - 

—       -        - 

220 

209 

--Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

17 

Negrito        -       . 

29  Mar.  - 

The  Havana      - 

. 

196 

195 

-  -  Sent  to  the  tare  of  the  British  notborities 
of  Tilnidad,  at  the  expense  of  the  Spanlih 
(i^vemmeDt. 

18 

Veloz  Marianna    - 

23  April  - 

Sierm  Leoot     - 

—       -        - 

290 

265 

--  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  AMmn  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

19 

Josefa          -        - 

6  May    - 

-    Ditto  - 

_       .        . 

278 

193 

-    -    -    ditto. 

20 

Indio   - 

13  -     - 

-    Ditto  - 

.... 

117 

108 

-    -    -    ditto. 

21 

SefTunda  Socorro  - 

7  July   - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       -        - 

307 

307 

-    -    -    ditto. 

22 

Caridad 

18  Sept.  - 

-     Ditto  • 

_        . 

112 

107 

-    -    -    ditto. 

23 

Virtude 

23  Oct.    - 

-    Ditto  • 

.        . 

350 

314 

-    -    -    ditto. 

24 

Primo .        -        - 

28  —      - 

.     Ditto  - 

.        « 

343 

336 

-    -    -    ditto. 

25 

Joaqnina 

10  Nov.  - 

The  Havana 

—       -        - 

329 

•    317 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  tp 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labouren. 

26 

Paqnete  do  Sul     - 

15  —     - 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

.».       •        . 

none 

none. 

27 

Maria  da  Gloria  . 

26  —     . 

--  Rio  de  Janeiro 
and  &i«rra  Leone. 

restored    - 

423 

309 

Given  up,  with  the  vessel,  to  the  master. 

28 

Mannellte     - 

7  Dec   - 

The  Havana 

condemned 

486 

477 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  anthoritiea,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

29 

Rosa    • 

25  —     - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       •        - 

292 

290 

-    -    .    ditto. 

The  negroes  of  these  two  vessels  were  landed 
before  trial  at  Fernando  Po,  n^hefe  ih^  were 
left  in  charge  of  Lieut-colonel  Nlcoils,  the 
commandant  of  a  British  settlement  then 

30 
31 

Apta    -       -       - 

Santissimo  Rosario 

e  Bom  Jesus. 

27  —     - 

28  —     - 

Sierra  Leone     - 
-    Ditto  - 

—       .        - 

64 
64 

not  known, 
not  known. 

1834: 
8  Jan.    - 

' 

32 

Vengador     • 

-    Ditto  - 

— 

405 

376 

-  -  Given  over  lo  the  liberated  Afrten  De- 

partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

83 

Carolina       - 

16  Feb.    - 

-    Ditto  - 

.»       •        * 

360 

328 

•    •   •    ditto. 

34 

Pantica 

27  April  - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       -        - 

317 

270 

-    -    -    ditto. 

86 

Despique      - 

2eMuy    - 

-    Ditto  - 

— .       •        . 

216 

not  known. 

-  -  206,  aH  the  stirvivon,  hmded  befitee  trial, 
and  given  to  the  care  of  the  British  authori- 
ties at  Bahamasw 

36 

Tamega 

14  June  • 

■  "•    Onto  •       • 

—       -        - 

449 

464 

partment  at  Sierra  Leone. 

37 

Dnquesa  de    Bra- 
ganza. 

16  •—     - 

Rio  de  Janehro  - 

—       -        - 

270 

249 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Brazilian  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourera. 

3S 

Pepita 

30  —      . 

Sierra  Leone     - 

restored    - 

none 

none. 

39 

Maria  Isabel 

6Af.  . 

-    Ditto  - 

condemned 

146 

131 

-  -  Given  over  to  {be  libfmtaf  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

40 

Arrogante    Maya- 
guesana. 

17  —      - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       -       - 

336 

290 

-    -    -    ditto. 
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Name  of 

Date 

Place 

Case, 
how  disposed  of. 

Number 

Number 

Account  of  the  Disposal 

0 

Vessel  Captured. 

of 
Capture, 

where  brought 
for  Trial. 

of  Slaves  at 

Period 
of  Capture 

of  Slaves  at 

Period  of 

Adjudioition. 

of  the 
Liberated  Slaves  after  Adjudication. 

1 

Felicidad      - 

1834: 
18  Aug.  . 

Sierra  Leone     . 

coDdemned 

164 

not  known 

•  -  162,  all  the  survivors,  landed  before  trial, 
and  given  to  the  care  of  the  British  authori- 
ties at  Bahamas. 

i 

Carlota 

30  Oct    . 

The  Havana      - 

—       -        - 

346 

194 

-  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

3 

lodagadora  - 

31  —     . 

Sierra  LBone     - 

—       -        - 

376 

361 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment. 

1 

Clemente 

3  Nov.  . 

-    Ditto  - 

— 

417 

403 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

5 

Rio  de  la  Plata     - 

28  —     - 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

—       -        - 

623 

430 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Brazilian  Government, 
to  be  employed  as  servants  or  free  lal)ourers. 

5 

FormidaJble  - 

17  Dec   - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—       -        - 

712 

390 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  liCone. 

1 

Satil    - 

18  —     - 

-    Ditto  - 

— .       -        • 

307 

216 

-    -    -    ditto. 

) 

Atrevido       - 

27  —     - 
1835: 

-    Ditto   - 

—       -        - 

494 

482 

.    -    -    ditto. 

) 

Maria-       -       - 

3  Jan.    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       -        - 

48 

not  known 

-  -  Four  given  over  to  the  Liberated  African 
Department  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  the  44  others 
were  landed  before  trial  at  Fernando  Po. 

> 

Maria  -        -        - 

14  ^     . 

The  Havana      - 

—       -        - 

346 

340 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

Minerra       - 

16  —     - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—       -        . 

660 

444 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

\ 

Jnlita  ... 

29  -.-     . 

The  Havana 

—       -        - 

343 

336 

-  .  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

Iberia.        -        . 

2  Feb,   . 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—       -        - 

313 

806 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

Aminde  FeUi      « 

12  —     - 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

-  -  refused  by  the 
Mixed  Court. 

340 

— 

1 

Manael 

23  —     - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

condemned 

887 

375 

-    -    -    ditto. 

; 

Chabaaco     - 

14  Mar.  - 

The  Havana      - 

263 

230 

.  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 

Angelica 

17  —     . 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

-  -  refaaed  by  the 
Mixed  Court 

319 

— 

be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

Legitimo  Africai¥> 

20  —     - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

condemned 

190 

186 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De« 
partment  at  Sierra  Leone. 

Joven  Beyna 

27  —     . 

The  Havana 

—       -        - 

264 

264 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

Bienyenida  - 

28  —     . 

-Sierra  Leone     - 

—       -        - 

430 

367 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

Marte  - 

17  Apr.    . 

-The  Havana 

—       •        - 

442 

326 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourcfs. 

Numero  Doa 

15  Jane  - 

Sierra  Leone     • 

—       -        - 

164 

141 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierrtf  Leone. 

Tita      - 

20  —     . 

The  Havana      - 

—       -        - 

394 

302 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

Volador        .        - 

29Jaly   - 

Sierra  Iicone     - 

—       .        - 

487 

418 

-  -  Givon  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

Semiramis    - 

2  Sept  - 

-    Ditto  - 

_        . 

477 

426 

•    -    .    ditto. 

Amalia 

7  Oct   - 

The  Havana      - 

—       -        - 

200 

200 

-  .  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

AllgOB   - 

11  —     . 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—       -        - 

429 

361 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone.. 

Conde  de  Ida  Andes 

18  —     . 

-    Ditto   . 

— *       -        . 

282 

267 

...    ditto. 

Teresa. 

16  Nov.   - 

-    Ditto   - 

-.-       .        • 

214 

202 

-    -    -    ditto. 

Norma 

27  —     . 

-    Ditto   - 

— 

234 

218 

...    ditto. 

General  Manso     - 

4  Dec.   - 

-    Ditto  . 

restored    - 

none 

none. 

Victorina      - 

4  —      - 

-    Ditto   - 

none 

none. 

Jcmefa  - 

4  —      - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       -        . 

none 

none. 

DiUgencia    - 

7  —     - 

The  Havana 

condemned 

131 

94 

•  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

Orion   ... 

17  -     . 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

—       -       - 

246 

243 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Brazilian  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

Tree  Tomasas 

19  -     - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

«        . 

none 

none. 

• 

Isabella  Segnnda  - 

22  —      - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       -        - 

347 

332 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

Ugera-        -        - 

24  —     . 

-    Ditto    - 

—       -        - 

198 

192 

-    -    .    ditto. 

Tersicore      - 

26  —     - 

-    Ditto   -        - 

-  -  withdrawn  by 
the  captor. 

none 

none. 

Segttnda  Iberia     - 

28  —     - 

-    Ditto   -        . 

condemned 

260 

238 

-    -    -    ditto. 

Boaarito       • 

1836: 
2  Jan.    - 

-    Ditto   -        . 

-. 

none 

none. 

Niafii  - 

7  —     - 

The  Hanrana 

—       -        - 

460 

433 

-  .  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

Veacedom    - 

8  —     - 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

restored    - 

none 

none. 

Gaceta 

14  ^     - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

condemned 

226 

169 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

Vandol^ro    - 

21   —      - 

-    Ditto   - 

— .       -        - 

377 

343 

-    -    -    ditto. 

AlaiaPriao 

26  —      - 

.    Ditto  - 

^_. 

none 

none. 

Zema   -        -        . 

26  -.      - 

ack 

-    Ditto   - 

none 

none. 
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Date 
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Number 
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of 
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for  Trial. 
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of  Capture. 

Adjadication. 

Liborated  Slaves  after  AdJadicatSon. 

100 

Ricomar 

1836: 
2  Mar.  - 

The  Havana 

condemned 

188 

186 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Spanish  authoritiea,  to 

101 

Mismo 

4    —    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

none 

none. 

be  employed  as  servants  or  free  laboarers. 

102 

General  Mina 

6    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—.       .        • 

none 

none. 

103 

Vigilante      - 

8    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

_       •        - 

248 

231 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 

104 

Dos  Uermanos 

9    —    . 

-    Ditto  - 

—       .        . 

none 

none. 

partment  at  Sierra  Leone. 

105 

Mariposa 

10    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

.... 

none 

none. 

106 

Galana  Josefa 

13    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       -        - 

none 

none. 

107 

Joven  Maria 

14    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

.        _ 

none 

none. 

108 

Criolo  - 

1  April  - 

-    Ditto  - 

—               m                m 

316 

not  known 

-  -  807,  aU  the  sorvivors,  were  landed  before 

trial,  and  given  to  the  care  of  the  British  aa- 

thorities  at  Bahamas. 

109 

Mindello       - 

4  May    - 

-    Ditto  - 

.                _ 

266 

257 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 

partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

110 

Felicia 

2  July   - 

-    Ditto  - 

-                 - 

395 

855 

-    -    -    ditto. 

111 

Famosa  Primera   - 

6    —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

-^               -                 . 

none 

none. 

112 

Preciosa 

13    —    - 

Tiie  Havana 

"■*"                •                 m 

287 

286 

of  Liberated  Africans  to  be  sent  to  a  British 
colony. 

113 

Joren  Carolina     - 

22    —    - 

Sierra  Leone      - 

—                -                 - 

421 

888 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

114 

Esperan^    - 

17  Sept  - 

.    Ditto  - 

-X            -              . 

471 

417 

-    -    -    ditto. 

115 

Felia    - 

18    —    - 

-    Ditto   . 

^-       •        - 

557 

481 

...    ditto. 

116 

Atalaya 

19    —    - 

-     Ditto  - 

•~.        •         • 

119 

88 

-    -    -    ditto. 

117 

Ncgrinha 

20    —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

.— .        •         . 

S36 

not  known 

-  -  368,  an  the  survivors,  were  landed  befbre 

trial,  and  given  to  the  care  of  tha  British  au- 

thorities at  Grenada. 

118 

Fenix  .       -        . 

28    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

— .       •        - 

484 

not  known 

-  -  484,  the  whole  number,  were  landed  befim 
trial,  and  given  to  the  care  of  the  British  aiH 
thorities  at  Grenada, 

119 

Empresa 

28    —    - 

The  Havana 

"~"        •         • 

414 

407 

of  Liberated  Africans,  to  be  sent  to  a  British 
colony. 

120 

Esperan^a    - 

3  Oct    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—      -       - 

434 

896 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  Afdam  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

121 

Qnatro  de  AvrU    - 

19    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

•        . 

478 

458 

-    -    .    ditto. 

122 

Victoria 

20    —    - 

-    Ditto  . 

.... 

379 

316 

-    -    -    ditto. 

123 

Cantabra 

21    —    . 

-    Ditto  - 

.^       •        . 

none 

none. 

, 

124 

Ollmpia 

28    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

.... 

282 

252 

-    -    -    ditto* 

125 

Serra  -        -       . 

12  Nov.   - 

.    Ditto  - 

—       •        . 

22 

21 

-    -    -    ditto. 

126 

Veloz   - 

14    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

— .       -        . 

608 

460 

-    -    -    ditto. 

127 

Loisita 

21     ^    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—        -         - 

none 

none. 

128 

Carlota        -       - 

1  Dec.   - 

-    Ditto  - 

"■"         "          " 

204 

not  known 

-  -  208,  all  tiia  survivors,  landed  before  trial, 
and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  autho- 
rities at  Honduras. 

129 

San  Nicolas  - 

2     —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

!■          •—                   •                     • 

none 

none. 

130 

Gata    -       -       . 

5    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

«           —                    -                    . 

111 

101 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 

131 

General  Lavorde   - 

16    —    . 

The  Havana 

restored    - 

none 

none. 

partment  at  Sierra  Leone. 

132 

Incomprefaensivel  - 

23    —    . 

Sierra  Leone     - 

condemned 

696 

686 

-    -    -    ditto. 

133 

Lecbngulno  - 

27    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       •        • 

49     • 

49 

-    -    -    ditto. 

134 

Ezperimento 

27    -    . 
1837: 

-    Ditto  - 

none 

none. 

135 

--PaqnetedeCabo 
Verde. 

llJan.  - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       - 

676 

452 

.  -  Given  over  to  the  Libeiated  Afirion  Der 
partment  at  Sierra  Leone. 

130 

EspenuK^    - 

11    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

— .       •        . 

108 

89 

-    -    -    ditto. 

137 

DescuMerta  - 

14     —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

•        . 

none 

none. 

138 

Temerario     - 

20    —    - 

-    Ditto  • 

.—       •        . 

849 

236 

-    -    -    ditto. 

139 

Latona 

4  Feb.   - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       .        . 

825 

320 

-    -    -    ditto. 

140 

Josephina     - 

10    —    - 

-    Ditto  . 

—       -        - 

350 

346 

-    -    -    ditto. 

141 

Cinco  Amigos 

30  Mar.  - 

-    Ditto  . 

— .       • 

none 

none. 

142 

Flor  de  Te^ 

8  April  - 

-     Ditto  - 

—m                m 

417 

-  -  417,  the  whole  number,  kaded  befare  tnal. 

and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  wtho- 

ritles  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

143 

Dolores 

19    —    - 

-     Ditto  - 

— 

318 

286 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

144 

Don  Francisco 

25    —    . 

-    Ditto   - 

—                  "                  " 

448 

not  known 

-  -  448,  the  whole  number,  landed  before  trial, 
and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  autho- 
rities at  Dominica, 

145 

TAfayette     - 

11  May   . 

-    Ditto  • 

^mm                   m             ,      m 

448 

441 

-  -  Given  over  to  tiie  Liberated  African  De- 

partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

146 

Florida 

18    —    - 

-     Ditto  .      •  - 

—                   •                     " 

280 

not  known 

-  -  227,  aU  Uie  survivors,  landed  belbra  trial, 
and  given  into  the  cliarge  of  the  British  autho- 
rities at  Florida. 

147 

Cobra  de  Africa    - 

27    —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

— 

162 

101 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  Afrieu  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

148 

Provideacia  - 

1  Jane  - 

-    Ditto  - 

—                   -                     - 

198 

193 

-    -    -    ditto. 

149 

Antonica 

7    —    . 

The  Havana      - 

—                   •                     " 

188 

not  known 

-  -  183,  tiie  whole  number,  landed  hefoie  trial, 
and  given  hito  the  charge  of  the  British  autho- 
rities at  the  Bahamas. 

150 

Fraga  Milhas 

11    —    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

— 

288 

not  known 

-  -  280,  aU  the  survivors,  landed  before  trial, 
and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  antibo- 

151 

General  Ricafort  - 

26    —    - 

-    Ditto  . 

.                    _ 

none 

none. 

rities  at  Jamaica. 

152 

Amelia 

6  Aug.  - 

-    Ditto  - 

«                    . 

359 

345 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Libwated  African  De* 

partment  at  Sierra  Leone. 

153 

Ineemane 

12  Sept  - 

-    Ditto  - 

..... 

82 

not  known 

-  -  79,  tike  whole  number,  huided  before  trial. 

O"    ^^^^ 

and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  antiie- 

154 

Veloz  - 

23    —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

»M                      . 

none 

none. 

rities  at  the  Bahamas. 

155 

Primoroza    - 

25    —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

-                        - 

182 

136 

*  •  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  Africa  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

150 

ViboradeCaboVcrd* 

28    —    - 

-     Ditto   -        - 

.                         - 

272 

321 

-    t    -    ditto. 

157 

Camoes 

28    —    . 

-    Ditto  - 

restored    - 

Boue 

none. 
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158 

YeDcedora    - 

1837: 
14  Oct  . 

The  Havana      - 

restored    - 

26 

not  known. 

1^ 

Feliddadc!    -        - 

4  No?/- 

Sierra  Leone     - 

condemned 

337 

281 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

160 

Ug^ira 

15  ^    . 

-    Ditto   - 

-—       -       - 

313 

280 

-    -    -    ditto. 

161 

DexxaFalar 

20  —    - 

-    Ditto    - 

—       -       - 

205 

186 

-    •    -    ditto. 

162 

Arrogwite    - 

23  —    - 

-    Ditto    - 

_ 

407 

not  known 

.  -  332,  aU  the  sur? Ivors,  landed  before  trial, 
and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  autho- 
rities at  Jamaica. 

163 

Matilde        .       . 

4  Dec.  - 

The  Havana      - 

— »                  —                   m 

259 

257 

.  .  Given  over  to  the  British  superintcoAent  of 

Liberated  Africans  to  be  sent  to  a  British 

colony. 

-  -  159,  all  the  survivors,  were  landed  before 

164 

IsabeUta      -       - 

5  —    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

..i.                 .                   . 

160 

not  known 

trial,  and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British 

authorities  at  Jamaica. 

165 

Vigilante     - 

15  —    - 

The  Havana 

restored    * 

18 

not  known. 

w 

QraUdfio      - 

23  —    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

condemned 

452 

380 

-  .Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leont. 

167 

Mnceza  Africana 

29  —    . 

1838: 

-    Ditto   - 

•«•               m                m 

222 

222 

-    -    .    ditto. 

168 

Felix    -       -        - 

5  Feb.  - 

-    Ditto   -        . 

""•          "          " 

326 

not  known 

..  324,  all  the  survivors,  hinded  before  trial, 
and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  autho- 
rities at  Jamaica. 

169 

Fdiddades  -       - 

8Mar. - 

-    Ditto   -        - 

•—      -       - 

559 

408 

-  .  Given  oyer  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  SiKrra  Leone. 

170 

Dons  Innaas 

2  Apr.  • 

-    Ditto   . 

-M        .         . 

305 

241 

...    ditto. 

171 

Flor  de  Loeiida     - 

13  -    . 

Rio  de  Janeiro  • 

-.refused  by  the 
Mixed  Court 

289 

m 

Cesar  -       -       - 

13  —    - 

-    Ditto   .        . 

condemned 

207 

202 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Brazilian  authorities,  to 

173 

Biligente     - 

24  —    - 

Sierra  I«eone     . 

- 

480 

not  known 

-  .  475,  all  the  survivors,  landed  before  trial, 
and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  au- 
thorities at  Bahamas. 

174 

OppoeicSo    - 

25  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

.»       •        • 

none 

none. 

175 

Camoens 

30  —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

.mmm                 m                   m, 

572 

not  known 

569,  ditto. 

176 

Brilbante 

13  May  . 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

^                 •                   - 

250 

245 

be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers* 

177 

PlOTE 

3  Jone. 

Sierra  Leone     - 

^■-                 ^                   — 

225 

194 

.  -  Given  over  to  the  Libwated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

178 

Paquete  Fells      - 

13  July  . 

•    Ditto  . 

«»                 •                   - 

195     . 

187      . 

.    -    -    ditto. 

179 

Rosalia  Habanera- 

13  —    - 

•    Ditto  - 

^mm                 m                   m 

247 

not  known 

•  -  223,  ^1  the  survivors,  hinded  6efora  trial, 
and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  autho- 
rities at  Honduras. 

160 

"DiUgenie     - 

15Ang  • 

-    Ditto  -        - 

—                 -                    - 

none 

none. 

181 

Ligeira        -        - 

16  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

—                  •                 .. 

Qone 

none. 

182 

Coastttn^ 

21   —    - 

-    Ditto   . 

'_-                 •                   • 

none 

none. 

183 

Klfia  -       .       - 

24  Sept - 

-    Ditto   - 

'^—                 »                   ■ 

qoue 

none. 

184 

Constitu^fio- 

30  —    . 

-    Ditto   . 

•^                 •                  . 

none 

none. 

185 

ProTa  -       •       • 

9  Oct  - 

.    Ditto  . 

—                 -                   - 

326 

295    . 

.  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

186 

Josefina       •       - 

17  -.    . 

.    Ditto  -        - 

— »                 •                   - 

none 

none. 

187 

Mary  Ann  Caward 

27  —    . 

.    Ditto  - 

.-reftisedbythe 
Mixed  Court 

uone 

none. 

188 

Dolelnea      -       - 

31   —    . 

.    Ditto  . 

condemned 

253 

249 

...    ditto. 

189 

Liberal 

INot.- 

-    Ditto  - 

591 

583 

-    .    -    ditto. 

190 

Maria - 

8 

-    Ditto   • 

•MB          '             *                           • 

none 

none.    . 

191 

Ligeira         -        - 

16  —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—                         •                           . 

none 

none.    . 

192 

Dos  Amigos 

16  —    . 

-    Ditto   . 

to.                         »                           . 

none 

none. 

1 

103 

Victoria       - 

16  —    . 

-    Ditto   - 

•».                        •                           - 

none 

none.    . 

194 

Sirse    ... 

17  —    . 

.    Ditto  . 

to.                        .                           . 

none 

none. 

105 

Veloa  ... 

17  —    . 

-    Ditto  - 

.MM                         .                            . 

none 

none.    . 

196 

Vetanmo     -       - 

18  ~    - 

-    DHto  . 

.«- 

none 

none. 

197 

Seorplfto      . 

26  —    . 

.    Ditto   - 

_             .              . 

212 

not  known 

.  -  191,  aU  the  survivors,  landed  before  trial, 
and  given  into  the  charge  of  the  British  autho- 
rities at  the  Bahamas. 

198 

Emprendedor 

27   —    . 

.    Ditto  . 

—                         -                           • 

467 

458 

.  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

190 

MigMte      - 

IDec  . 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

•-                         -                           . 

302 

240 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Brazilian  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

909 

IsaM- 

3  —    . 

SierraLeooe     - 

— .                         -.                           . 

none 

none. 

201 

AnreUa  Fdls 

10  —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

restored    - 

none 

none. 

sot 

Magdaleoa  - 

17 

-    Ditto   - 

320 

302 

--Given  orer  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

203 

Victoria 

18  —    . 

-    Ditto  - 

«i— 

none 

none. 

204 

Ontarto 

18  ^    . 

-    Ditto  . 

— .       •       - 

219 

200 

-    -    .    ditto. 

205 

Victoria       . 

24   —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

«-•       .       • 

none 

none. 

206 

Amelia 

27   —    - 

-    Ditto  . 

•..^       .        • 

none 

none. 

207 

Fdit   . 

27   —    . 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

—       -       - 

286 

229 

-  •  Given  over  to  the  BraiUiaa  authorities,  to 

208 

Violante 

28  —    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

•—       -       • 

191 

191 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

209 

Gtortnides    . 

28  —    . 
1839: 

.    Ditto  .        - 

""    ■    ■ 

168 

168 

-    -    -    ditto. 

210 

Merced        •       • 

10  Jan.  . 

•    Ditto   - 

restored    -        • 

none 

none. 

211 

Matilde 

2  —    - 

.    Ditto  . 

condemned 

none 

none. 

212 

Maria  Teresa 

26  —    - 

-    Ditto   . 

.        , 

none 

none. 

213 

TVJo     -       -        . 

81   —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       •        . 

none 

none. 

214 

Bragaua     - 

9  Feb.  . 

-    Ditto  - 

—       .        . 

none 

none. 

215 

Lerea  .       -       • 

12  Mar. . 

-    Ditto   . 

~.       •        . 

none 

none. 

216 

Bagle  . 

12  -.    ^ 

-    Ditto   - 

— .       -        - 

none 

none. 

217 

Clara  - 

18  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

"~"       -        " 

none 

none. 
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> 
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forTrW. 
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how  disposed  of. 
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Period 
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of  Slaves  at 
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Ai^adlcation. 

of  the 
Liberated  Slaves  sifter' A^odieoticm. 

1839: 

218 

Rebecca 

. 

22  Mar.  - 

Sierra  Leodc     - 

condemned 

none 

none. 

219 

Especulador 

- 

25  —    - 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

278 

968 

-  -  Qiven  over  to  the  Brazilian  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labonren. 

220 

Carolina 

. 

27  ^    . 

-    Ditto   . 

'— . 

214 

211 

-    -    -    ditto.             < 

221 

Labradora    - 

- 

31   —    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

^•m                 »                   • 

251 

248 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

222 

Ganges 

- 

7  Apr.  - 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

—                -                   - 

419 

886 

be  employed  as  servanta  or  free  labourers. 

223 

Passos 

- 

8  —    - 

Sierra  Leone      - 

—                 -                   - 

87 

61 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  ^Liberated  African  J>e- 
partment  at  Sierra  Leone. 

224 

Leal    -        - 

- 

11   —    - 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

—                 -                   - 

864 

819 

.  -  Given  over  to  th^  Brazilian  aothoritiea,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labourers. 

225 

Liberal 

- 

14  —    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—                 -                   - 

41 

40 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leo«e. 

226 

Raynha  dos  Ai^os 

10  May  - 

-    Ditto   - 

—                 •                   . 

none 

none. 

227 

. 

16  -    - 

-    Ditto  - 

-.                 •                  • 

none 

none. 

228 

Bella  Fiorentina 

. 

20  —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

~—                 .                   .. 

none 

none. 

229 

Carolina 

. 

22  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

— .                 .                  . 

none 

none. 

230 

Vigilante      - 

- 

23  —    . 

-    Ditto   - 

..... 

none 

none. 

231 

Jack  Wilding 

. 

26 

-    Ditto   - 

.i—                 .                  . 

none 

none. 

232 

Sit       -        - 

- 

27  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

-.                 .                   - 

860 

858 

-    -    -    ditto. 

233 

Recnperador 

. 

28  —    - 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

restored    - 

none 

none. 

234 

Maria  Carlpta 

. 

29  —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

none 

none. 

235 

Sierra  del  Pilar 

* 

4  June - 

The  Havana 

176 

178 

Liberated  Africans,  to  be  tent  to  a  British 
colony. 

236 

Jacuhy 

- 

14  —    . 

Sierra  LeoDB     - 

—       -       . 

208 

196 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De* 
partment  at  Sierra  Leone. 

237 

Merced 

. 

18  —    - 

-    Ditto  . 

_       .        . 

none 

none. 

238 

Emprehendedor 

. 

23  —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       .        . 

none 

none. 

239 

Pomba  de  Africa 

- 

25 

-    Ditto   - 

.^       -       . 

155 

lao 

-    -    -    ditto. 

240 

6edo  ou  Tarde 

. 

25   —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

.        . 

21 

21 

...    ditto. 

241 

Victoria  de  Liber- 

26  -^    - 

-    Ditto  - 

.     . 

none 

none. 

tade. 

242 

Christiano'  - 

. 

26  —    . 

-    Ditto   - 

.        . 

none 

none. 

243 

Emprendedor 

- 

28   —    . 

-    Ditto    - 

.... 

none 

none. 

244 

Sin  Ignal     - 

" 

28  —    - 

.    Ditto  . 

—       .       - 

none 

nona 

245 

Matnde 

29  —    " 

-    Ditto   - 

—       .       - 

none 

nonok 

s 

246 

Caridad  Cubana 

. 

3  July  - 

The  Havana      - 

..... 

174 

not  known 

--  171,  all  the  survivor^  landed  before  trial. 

rities  at  Jamaica. 

247 

Caioalidade 

- 

6  —    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—       -        - 

88 

88 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone* 

248 

Constitu<j§o - 

. 

8   —    . 

-    Ditto  - 

—       .       . 

844 

888 

-    -    -    ditto. 

249 

Firmeza 

- 

25  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       •       • 

none 

none. 

250 

Simpathia    - 

. 

27   —    - 

-    Ditto    - 

—       .        - 

none 

none. 

251 

Intrepido      - 

- 

9  Aug. . 

-    Ditto   - 

—       .       . 

none 

none, 

252 

Dos  Amigos 

- 

27    -    . 

-    Ditto   - 

—       .        - 

none 

none. 

253 

Pompeo 

. 

28  —    - 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

restored    - 

none 

none. 

254 

August© 

- 

5  Sept  - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

condemned 

none 

none. 

265 

Paihpeiro     - 

. 

5  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       -        - 

none 

none. 

256 

Josefina 

- 

7   —    . 

-    Ditto  - 

.«       •       - 

-  none 

none. 

257 

Liberal 

. 

7   —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       .       . 

none 

Hone. 

358 

Ligeire 

. 

7   —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

—    ,    - 

none 

none. 

259 

Golflnho 

. 

19  —    - 

-     Ditto   - 

—       .       . 

none 

none. 

260 

Sete  d'Ayril 

- 

27  —    - 

*    Ditto    - 

—       .        - 

424 

415 

-   -   -    ditto 

261 

Destemida    - 

. 

29 

-    Ditto   - 

— .       .       . 

none 

none. 

262 

Andorinba    - 

• 

2  Oct.  - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       •       . 

8 

8 

.    -    -    ditto. 

263 

Vencedora    - 

. 

4  —    - 

-    Ditto   . 

_       •       . 

53 

50 

-    -    -    ditto. 

264 

Brilbante     - 

. 

16  —    - 

-    Ditto   . 

—       •        . 

none 

none. 

265 

Calliope 

. 

27   —    - 

-    Ditto    - 

~-       .        . 

none 

none. 

266 

Fortuna 

. 

1  Nov.  - 

-    Ditto   - 

..... 

none 

none. 

267 

Magdalena  - 

. 

11    —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       .        . 

none 

none. 

268 

Sociedade  FeUz 

. 

21   —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       -        - 

i^pne 

none. 

269 

Lavandeira  - 

. 

27   —    . 

-    Ditto   - 

—       .        . 

none 

none. 

270 

ConeeiQfto    - 

. 

28   —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       .       . 

none 

none. 

271 

Julia    - 

29  —    - 
1840: 

.    Ditto  - 

none 

none. 

272 

Laura  - 

. 

7  Jan.  - 

-    Ditto   -    '   - 

.... 

none 

none. 

273 

Lark   -        - 

. 

15   —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

..... 

none 

none. 

274 

Asp     -        - 

. 

16  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

-^       .       - 

none 

none. 

275 

San«>  Ant*  Victo- 

2  Apr.  - 

.    Ditto  - 

—       .        . 

none 

none. 

rioso. 

276 

Octavia 

3  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       .       - 

none 

none. 

277 

Eliza  Davidson 

4  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

—       -        . 

2 

2 

-    -    -    ditto. 

278 

Republicano 

12  —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

.—       .        . 

none 

none. 

279 

Mercedita    - 

13  —    - 

The  Havana 

«... 

none 

none. 

280 

OUmpa 

18   —    - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—       -        - 

880 

870 

.    -    -    ditto. 

281 

San  Paolo  de  Lo- 

3  June  - 

-    Ditto  - 

..... 

none 

none. 

anda. 

282 

Maria  Rosario 

9  -^    - 

-    Ditto   - 

..       •        . 

none 

none. 

283 

Plant  - 

7  July  . 

-    Pitto   - 

..... 

none 

none. 

284 

Carolina 

10  —    - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       -        - 

none 

none. 

285 

Diana  - 

21    —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

_       -       - 

none 

none. 

286 

Republicano 

14Au,C.- 

-    Ditto   - 

withdrawn 

none 

none. 

287 

Sirena  - 

17   —    - 

-    Ditto   - 

condemned 

none 

none. 

288 

Paqueta  de    Ben- 

29   —    - 

Rio  de  Janeu-o  - 

280 

274 

.  -  Given  over  to  the  Brazilian  authorities,  to 

guela. 

bo  employed  as  servante  oi;frce  labooiers. 

DiqitizedbvVrjOOQlC 

IN  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  THB  SLAVB  TRADE. 


IL 


No. 

Name  of 
Vesiel  Captmred. 

Date 

of 

Capture. 

PUoe 

where  brought 

for  Trial. 

Case, 
how  dispoeed  of. 

Number 
of  Slaves  at 

Period 
ofCi^pture. 

Number 

of  Slaves  at 

period  of 

Adjudication. 

Aooonnt  of  the  Disposal 

of  the 

liberated  Slaves  after  Abjudication. 

289 

Claadina      - 

• 

1840: 
29  Aug.. 

Sierra  Leone     - 

. 

none 

none. 

390 

Alexandre    - 

- 

2  Sept- 

Rio  de  Janeiro  • 

restored    - 

- 

none 

none. 

291 

Palmira 

- 

16   —   . 

Sierra  Leone     - 

oondemned 

- 

none 

none. 

292 

Porto  Fonuozo 

• 

16   —  - 

-    Ditto  - 

— 

- 

none 

none. 

298 

FeBddade    - 

- 

6  0ct  - 

-    Ditto  - 

—      - 

- 

none 

none. 

294 

Onze  de  Norembro 

11    —   - 

-    Ditto  - 

-  .     - 

- 

none 

none. 

295 

Qratidfto      • 

14    —   - 

-    Ditto  - 

—      - 

• 

none 

nofie. 

S96 

yeraCmzano 

14   —   - 

-    Ditto  .       . 

—      - 

- 

none 

noae. 

297 

9  Not.  - 

-    Ditto  -        - 

—      • 

- 

none 

none. 

298 

Vangaardia  - 

11    —   - 

-    Ditto  -       . 

—      - 

- 

none 

note. 

299 

Beenrao 

23   —  - 

-    Ditto  - 

—      - 

- 

none 

noae. 

900 

Felix  Ventura 

29   —  - 

.    Ditto  - 

■MB                     « 

- 

none 

none. 

901 

BSaUnlio   - 

9Dec.- 

-    Ditto  - 

—                       - 

- 

none 

none. 

302 
303 

Beglano       -       • 
SanPaolodeLoanda 

10  —  - 

11  —  - 

-  Ditto  -        - 

-  Ditto  - 

: : 

^ 

.  350 
none 

348 
none. 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partment at  Sierra  Leone. 

304 

Belkma 

- 

14 

•    Ditto  - 

—      - 

- 

none 

none. 

305 

Jeans  Maria 

* 

29  Dee. - 

The  Havana     - 

"~       • 

• 

252 

240 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  British  Superintendent  of 
Liberated  Africans,  to  be  sent  to  a  British 
colony. 

906 

Asseiceira    - 

31    —  - 
1841: 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

MUM                      — 

" 

332 

323 

-  -  Given  over  to  the  Brazilian  authorities,  to 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labouiets. 

107 

Orosimbo     - 

- 

8  Jan.  - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

—                      • 

- 

none 

none. 

m 

Unraea 

• 

19   —  - 

-    Ditto  -       - 

—                     - 

- 

none 

none. 

109 

Nova  Iny^a 

- 

20   —  - 

-    Ditto  - 

—                      - 

- 

none 

none. 

ao 

Bom  Vim     • 

- 

20   —   - 

-    Ditto  - 

—                      - 

• 

none 

none. 

111 

H2 

Segonda  Boaario 
Juliana        • 

" 

27    —  . 
12  Feb.  - 

The  Havana      - 
Sierra  Lecme     - 

M. 

, 

293 
none 

279 
none. 

•  -  Given  over  to  the  British  Superintendent 
of  Liberated  Africans,  to  be  sent  to  a  British 
edony. 

13 

- 

22   —   . 

-    Ditto  w       . 

^                  - 

• 

none 

none. 

14 

Nora  Aurora 

- 

26 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

Restored  - 

- 

none 

*   none. 

15 

Liberal 

- 

31  March 

Sierra  Leone     - 

Condemned 

- 

none 

none. 

16 
17 

Josefina 
Flrm6  - 

^ 

May- 
30   —  - 

-  Ditto  -       - 

-  Ditto  -       - 

: : 

- 

291 
none 

290 
none. 

.-Given  over  to  the  Liberated  African  De- 
partmant  at  Sierra  Leone. 

18 

Castro- 

- 

1  June- 

Rio  de  Janeiro  - 

Restored  - 

• 

none 

none. 

19 

Nova  Fortuna 

- 

6   —  - 

Sierra  Leone     - 

Condemned 

- 

none 

none. 

SO 

Flor  de  America 

- 

29   —   . 

.    Ditto  - 

—       - 

- 

none 

none. 

SI 

Donna  Blliza 

- 

30   —  - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       - 

- 

none 

none. 

K22 

AmaUa 

- 

3July- 

-    Ditto  - 

—      - 

- 

none 

none. 

ttS 

Nnmantina  - 

- 

2Sept- 

-    Ditto  . 

—      - 

- 

none 

none. 

24 

Erculoa 

- 

18  Oct. - 

-    Ditto  - 

—       - 

- 

none 

none. 

25 

Paz     -        - 

- 

27    —  - 

-    Ditto  . 

—       - 

^ 

none 

none. 

t26 

Formigo 

- 

6  Nov.  - 

-    Ditto  -       - 

— . 

. 

none 

none. 
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SLAVE  TRADE  COMMISSIONS. 


RBTURN  to  an  Order  of  the  Honourable  The^ouse  of  Coimaoni, 
dated  lo  June  1841 ;— ^/br, 


—  1.— 

A  RETURN  of  the  Amoukt  paid  for  Salaries  and  Incidental  Expenses  {6t  the 
Commissions  established  on  the  part  of  Hdr  Majesty  nwder  the  TBBATtBs^with 
FoREi&N  Powers  for  suppressing  the  Traffic  in  Slates,  in  pursmanoe  of  the^  several 
Acts  of  the  Legislature  for  carrying  those  Treaties  into  effect ;  stating  the  several 
Stations  where  Commissions  have  been  or  are  establijshed,  and  the  Amount  paid  for 
each  Commission  in  each  Year,  up  to  January  1942 :— Also^ 

—  2.— 

RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Pebsons  now  receiving  Pensions  for  Service  in  the  said 
CoMMissiONis ;  stating  the  Ntme,  Number  of  Years'  Service,  Amount  of  Pension^  and 
Ihe  Date  of  the  same  when  ficst  granted. 


\Mhr*  HwKt*) 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons^  to  be  Printed^ 
8  July  1 842. 
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RETURN    RELATIVE   TO   SLAVE   TRADE    COMMISSIONS. 


—  1. 


AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Amount  paid  for  Salaries  and  Incidental  Expenses  for  the  Commissions  established  on  the 
of  the  several  Acts  of  the  Legislature  for  carrying  those  Treaties  into  effect ;  stating  the  several  Stations  where 


Sierra  Leonb 
Commission:  < 


Havana 

Commission :   < 


Rio  db  Janeiro 
Commission:   ' 


Surinam 
Commission:   ' 


London 
Commission : 


London 


'  { 


Commissary  Judge      -        -i 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration 

R^strar   -        -        -        - 
Contingencies     -        -        - 


Commissary  Judge 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration 
Contingencies     - 


Commissary  Judge     - 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration 
Contingencies     »        •        - 


{ 


Commissary  Judge 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration*! 
Contingencies     - 


Commissary  Judge 
Commissioner  of  Arbitration 
Secretary  -        -        -        - 
Contingencies     -        -        - 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


salary 
salary 
salary 


Superintendent  of  Correspondence,  withl 
Clerks  to  assist,  and  Contingencies  -J 

Totals    -    -    • 


1819. 


500    -    - 
3,000    -    - 


1,000 


500    -    - 
879  10  11 


550    -  - 

1,500    -  - 

550    -  - 

1,500    -  - 

87  19  9 


600  -  - 

1,500  -  - 

500  -  - 

1,000  -  - 

88  5  9 


400    -  - 

1,125    -  - 

300    -  - 

750    -  - 

87  18  3 


1,312  10  - 

1,312  10  - 

700    -  - 

468  15  a 


£.    s.      d. 


5,379  10  11 


4>i87  19    9 


3>688    5    9 


2,6611  18    3 


3.793  15    2 
374    9    5 


19>986  19    3 


1820. 


£. 

3,999 
1,000 

500 
152 


s.    d. 
19    1 


19    8 


1,500 
1,500 


1,500    -    - 


1,000 
101 


16    - 


1,500 
1,000 


1,500 

1,500 

700 

457 


10    - 


£.     s.    d. 


4,652  18    9 


3,000    -    - 


3,601  16    - 


3,500    -    - 


4,157  10    - 
438     1     3 


17>34^    5  11 


Sierra  Leone 
Commission: 


Commissary  Judge      -        -< 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration  •! 

Registrar   •        -        -        . 
Contingencies     - 


Havana 
Commission :   ' 


Rio  DE  Janeiro 
Commission:   ' 


Surinam 
Commission :    * 


London: 


Commissary  Judge 


\ 


Commissioner  of  Arbitrationi 
Contingencies     -        r        - 

Commissary  Judge      -        A 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration  I 
Contingencies     - 


Commissary  Judge      -        A 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration  •! 
Contingencies    -        -        - 


1826. 


1826. 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


£. 

638 
1,358 

3,048 

275 

if099 

703 


s.  d. 

15  - 

4  4 

"C  3 

13  9 

7  - 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


1,850 

423 
817 
133 


3    4 

8    7 


outfit 


outfit 
salary 


1,500 
1,000 


131  18    6 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


1,500 
1,000 


Superintendent  of  Correspondence,  withi 
Clerks  to  assist,  and  Contingencies  -J 


Totals 


£.     s.  d. 


£•     s.    d, 

h795  17    9 
8,064  14    6 


6,113     5     4 


1,000    -    - 
891  13    1 


1,850 


3,333  11  11 


1,850    -    - 
419    4    5 


1,500 


3,631  18    6 


1,000    - 
146    4 


1,500 


1,000 


30  10    - 


3,500    -    - 
440  13     8 


14,908    8    5 

D| 


jitized  by 


c 


£.      s.    d. 


5yJ5^    5    4 


4»ii9    4    5 


3,646    4    - 


3,530  10    - 
^30    3     5 


15,678     7     3 


RETURN    RELATIVE   TO    SLAVE    TRADE    COMMISSIONS. 


— !•  — 

part  of  Her  Majesty  under  the  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers  for  suppressing  the  Traffic  in  Slaves,  in  pursuance 
Commissions  have  been  or  are  established,  and  the  Amount  paid  for  each  Commission  in  each  Year,  up  to  January  1842. 


1821. 


3,000  -  - 

1,000  -  - 

687  10  « 

315  6  6 


1,500    -    - 
1,500    -    - 


1,500    -    - 

1,000    -    - 
235     1     5 


1,500    -    - 
750    -    - 


1,500    -  - 

906     3  3 

700    -  - 

459  16  1 


£.      s.     d. 


5,003  16    6 


1822. 


£.       s.  d. 

3,000    -  - 

1,000    -  - 

562  10  - 

49a  18  3 


3,000    -    - 


3,725     1     5 


3,250    -    - 


3,565  19    4 
415    4    4 


16,959     1     7 


1,850    -    - 
1,850    -    - 


1,500    -    - 

1,000    -    - 
158    3    3 


1,500  -  - 

300  -  - 

689  -  . 

43  5  6 


1,500  -  - 

1,125  -  - 

700  -  - 

383  18  4 


£.      1.     d. 


1823. 


5,055    8    3 


3,700    -    - 


2,658     3     2 


2,532     5    6 


3,708  18    4 
451     6    8 


18,106    1  11 


£.  s.  d. 

3,000  -  - 

717  -  9 

597  2  9 

486  7  4 


1,850    -    - 
1,850    -    - 


1,500    -    - 

1,000    -    - 
166  18    9 


1,500    -    - 

1,000    -    - 
56    3  11 


1,500  -  - 

1,500  -  - 

700  -  - 

617  4  4 


£.      s.    d. 


4,800  10  10 


1824. 


£.  s.    d. 

3,000  -    - 

2,000  -    - 

750  -    - 

1,444  1  11 


3.700    -    - 


3,666  18    9 


2,556    3  11 


4»3i7    4    4 
436  13     4 


18,467  10    3 


1,850    -    - 

309-5 
13    2  11 


1,500    -    - 

1,000    -    - 
180    8    4 


1,056    1     5 

1,000    -    - 
58  10    - 


750  -  - 

750  -  - 

350  -  - 

493  18  3 


£.       s.  d. 


7,194    1  11 


2,172    3    4 


3,680    8    4 


3,114  11    5 


3,343  18    2 
456  18    9 


16,961     1  11 


1827. 


1828. 


1829. 


1830. 


£.  s.  d, 

450  -  - 

i>947  4  - 

819  -  - 

1,177  6  1 


1,850    -    - 


1,850    -    - 
418  14  10 


813  10    " 


1,000    -    - 
36  JO    8 


1,500    -    - 

778    8    5 
4    1    6 


£.     #.     d. 


4,393  10    1 


£.     1.     d. 

547  16    7 
2,955    2    8 

1,637    4    - 

937  10    - 
1,169    8  10 


1,313  18    - 


4,118  14  10 


1,850    -    - 
471     3  11 


937  10    - 


1,849    -    8 


3,383    9  11 
837    3  11 


1,000    -    - 
73    5  10 


300    -  - 

1,875    -  - 

300    -  - 

625    -  - 

13  14  9 


13,480  18    5 


£.       s.    d. 


7>237    2     1 


£.       1.  d* 

2,145    4  - 

1,951     3  - 

801    14  3 

1,018      7  4 


925     -     " 


3,535    1  11 


1,850    -    - 
5^5    2    4 


3,010  15  10 


1,336  18    - 

1,000    -    - 
49    8    - 


1,701     7    4 
1,000    -    - 


3fOi3  14    9 
905-4 


16,701  14  11 


£.       s,    d. 


5>9i6    8    6 


£•  s.  d. 

1,749  6  3 

3,000  -  - 

1,000  ^  - 

1,353  3  3 


3*290      3      4 


1,587   19  - 

300     -  - 

363      1  - 

535  15  8 


3,376    6    - 


2,701     7    4 
907    5  11 


451  5  10 

300  -     - 

1,038  6      6 

184  8    3 


1,500    -    - 
1,000    -    - 


15,191  10    1 


Dinitiypri 


£•        s.   d. 


6,001    8    5 


3,685  15    8 


1,858    -    7 


3,500    -    - 
936    -    3 


13,981    4  1, 


dsk 
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RBTUBM    RBLATfVB   TO   SI^AVB  TRADS   GOMMISHOKfl. 


Account  of  the  Amount  paid  for  Salaries  and  Incidental  Expenses 


Sierra  Leone 
Commission : 


Havana 
Commission  : 


Rio  BE  Janeiro^ 
CoBunisuon:  1 


Surinam 
Commission 


LONBON  : 


Commissary  Judge 

Commissioner  •f  Arbitration  i 

Registrar    -        -        - 
Contiogepcies     • 


Commissiuy  Judge      - 

Commissioner  of  ATbitration 
Contingencies     -        .        - 


Commissary  Judge      -        ^< 

Commissioner  of  ArbitratioB< 
Conti)[\geiicies     - 


Commissary  Judge 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration  • 
ContiBgencies    - 


outfit 
sidaiy 
outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


Superintendent  of  Correspondence,  mih^ 
-Clerks,  to  assist,  and  Contiogeneies  -J 


Totals 


1831« 


£.  s.  d. 

3,350  -  - 

3/)00  -  - 

1,000  -  - 

i,oa6  10  3 


1,850    -    - 


55  17    9 
6^^    9  10 


1,200    ^    - 

800    -    - 
128  14    6 


1,500 


815    8    3 
17    5    6 


£.       s.  d. 


6>376  10    3 


?,432    7    7 


3,128  14    6 


«,333  13    8 
926  19    3 


14>197    5    3 


1832. 


£.      i.   d. 
3,150    -    - 

t,031    18      4 


f.        I.  i 


1,000      -      - 

1,143     7    6 


7.3*4   510 


1,850    -    - 


1,200    -    - 
5I&Q  12  10 


3,616  u  10 


500    -  - 

1,023    -  3 

800    -  - 

128  14  6 


a,45i  H  9 


1,500    -    - 
833    6    8 


«,333    6  « 
1,044   ^  10 


16,760    6  11 


Sierra  Leone 
Commission: 


Commissary  Judge      -        A 

Commissionfr  of  Arbitration  \ 

RegJ9trar   ...        J 
Contingeneies     ... 


Havana 

Conwniwwi  • 


RtoDE  Janeiro 
Commission:  ' 


SuitllfAM 

Commission :  ' 


Com«u»«yJ«dge      -        •[ 

Commisrioner  of  Arbitration 
Contingencies    •        -        - 


Commissary  Judge     - 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration 
Contingencies     .        -        . 


Commissary  Judge    .    .    »^ 

Commissioner  of  Arbitration^ 
Condo^sncies     - 


1837. 


183& 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


£•       <.    d. 
2,171     -    3 

M79    9    - 

739  13  11 
1,035    3    - 


£.       1.    d. 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


400    -    - 
1,^68    5    9 


14Q7  18  10 
555  14  11 


outfit 
salary 
outfit 
salary 


B55  16     8 

789    -  lO 
64    .    8 


outfit 
9»lai;y 
outfit 
salary 


1*183  11     3 
986    6    - 


T      T^ii  •     J    Superintendentof  Correspondence,  with "1 
j^NPON  .     ^       X^ei\is  to  assist,  and  Contingencies  -J 


£.       8.  d, 

5,610    -  - 

877  18  3 

751     1  6 

^»i4i     7  7 


5A^5    5    1 


3>99i  ^9    6 


i,6oo    -  - 

3^    -  - 

1,113  13  - 

590    3  - 


1,708  18    3 


1,900     -     - 

8qo    -    .. 
^5    1     3 


^,300     -     - 


800    -    - 


3,169  17    3 


963    8    3 

Digitized  by 


£.     t.  I 


5>38o    ?  4 


3»6o3 


15 


2,065    1    5 


3,000 


1,215  16  11 

Google 


RBTUAN    RBLATIVS   TO    SLAVE   TRADE    COMMISSIONS. 


- 

- 

for  the  Commissions  established  or 

ithc 

'  part  of  Her  Majesty,  kc— continued. 

1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

£.      s. 

d. 

£.    s. 

d. 

£.    s. 

d. 

£.      s. 

d. 

£.      *.    d. 

£•      s.    d. 

£•      *.    d. 

£. 

«.    d. 

3,000    - 

- 

- 

- 

2,515  13 

1 

- 

- 

2,577  10    - 

1,836  16    - 

2,000    - 

- 

- 

- 

3,000    - 

- 

- 

- 

1,625    -    - 

-         -        - 

1,500    -    - 

1,000    - 

» 

• 

• 

999  19 
1,008    6 

10 

• 

• 

830    2    S 

•         •         » 

750    -    - 

1,035  17 

1 

•         • 

7.035 17 

8 

6,523  19 

7 

1,067    5    3 

fi nnn   it    11 

1,197  15  10 

5,334 

11      10 

1,850    - 

^ 

1 

1,850  - 

480  - 

1,1^8  1 

_ 

1,850    -    - 

">"yy  *  7  *  * 

1,466^8    - 

1,300    - 

. 

. 

, 

7 

. 

• 

1,300    -    - 

•            .           . 

1,351  10    3 

52«  14 

6 

. 

.. 

628 16 

10 

. 

- 

627  17    4 

... 

580  19    8 

3.57»  14 

6 

4,116  18 

5 

3,677  17    4 

3,399 

7  10 

i,aoo    - 

- 

^"" 

- 

i;«oo    - 

- 

.     T 

- 

1,199  19  11 

.     T     . 

1,129    5    2 

800    - 

_ 

• 

800    - 

_ 

. 

. 

800 

•      •      • 

800    -    - 

135  19 

1 

«,i«5  19 

153    4 

2 

2,153  4 

4> 

93  18    8 

3,093  18  7 

107     3    3 

3,036 

8    4 

500    - 

1,239    - 

11 

- 

361  17 

1 

• 

- 

1,200    -    - 

- 

1,200    -    - 

— 

— - 

.... 

-» 

— 

— 

«M. 

1,000    - 

- 

- 

1,000    - 

- 

- 

- 

1,000    -    - 

. 

l,OGO     -     - 

" 

• 

«,239    - 
1,053    - 

11 

10  13 

— 

1,872 10 

977  7 

1 

— 

3,200  -  - 

963  10    6  c 

— - 

3,300 

-       • 

- 

- 

- 

8 

-        -        # 

.          - 

».>59 

8    7 

16,016  11 

7 

15,643 19 

11 

15,035    4    4 

H,i39 

16    7 

1839. 

1840. 

1841. 

£.      t. 

d. 

£.     s. 

d. 

£.    s. 

d. 

£.      $. 

d. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.      #.   d. 

9.490    - 

- 

- 

- 

2,769    3 

7 

#• 

- 

1,313    8  10 

1,077    - 

- 

- 

- 

1,365      3 

1 

- 

- 

1,583    3  10 

1,125    - 

«, 

• 

• 

751      - 

5 

• 

. 

791     1  11 

1,764  18 

1 

6,456 18 

1 

1,844    16 

6 

6,630    3 

7 

• 

1,767  10    9 

5,454    5    4 

1,600    - 

. 

1,600     - 

. 

1,600    -    - 

1,900    - 

• 

• 

• 

1,3Q0     - 

mm 

m 

• 

1,200    -    - 

647    4 

6 

3,447    4 

6 

667     9 

9 

3,467    9 

9 

648  12  11 

3,448  12  11 

^^ 

• 

. 

. 

. 

750    -    - 

i,aob    - 

— 

- 

m 

1,200     - 

- 

- 

- 

1,200    -    - 

800    - 

» 

• 

m 

800     - 

_ 

m 

• 

800    -    - 

96    - 

5 

2,096  - 

5 

213    3 

1 

2,213    3 

1 

100    -    - 

2,850    -    - 

1,300    - 

1,300    - 

1,300    -    - 

- 

m 

• 

• 

100    - 

— 

• 

• 

300    -    - 

600    - 

— 

. 

- 

600    - 

- 

- 

• 

600  14    - 

- 

- 

1,800    - 

- 

1  13 

- 

1,901  13 

- 

669 

3,107    -    9 

- 

- 

1,387  17 

5 

- 

- 

1,369    3 

5 

. 

943  13    3 

15,088    - 

5 

15,581  10 

10 

14,803  13    3 
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KETURN    RELATIVE   TO    SLAVE   TRADE    COMMISSIONS. 


MEMORANDUM. 


In  November  1830,  a  Return  was  made  to  Parliament  of  the  Expense  incurred  by  the  British 
Government  for  the  Mixed  Commission  Courts  in  Africa  and  South  America,  in  each  year  since 
their  establishment. 

The  present  Return  commences  at  the  same  period  with  the  former,  but  is  carried  down  to 
January  1842. 

In  the  Return  of  1830,  the  actual  payments  in  each  year  were  given  as  the  expenses  of  the 
year ;  and  the  re-payments  by  Foreign  Governments  were  counted  in  reduction  of  the  payments  in 
the  year  in  which  they  were  made. 

In  the  present  Return,  the  actual  charge  belonging  to  each  year  has  been  apportioned  to  the 
year  to  which  it  belongs ;  and  the  sums  received  from  Foreign  Governments  for  their  shares  of  the 
expenses  have  been  apportioned  in  like  manner,  and  deducted  from  the  charges  for  the  years  for 
which  they  were  due. 

In  the  Return  of  1830,  also,  a  sum  of  £.526.  8.  9.  was  charged  as  the  payment  of  a  Pension 
to  a  retired  Commissioner.  But  no  payments  in  respect  to  Pensions  are  included  in  the  present 
Return,  because  a  separate  Return  accompanies  this,  relating  solely  to  Pensions  granted  for  ser- 
vices under  the  Slave  Trade  Commissions. 

In  all  other  respects,  this  Return  tallies  with  that  given  in  1830. 

There  were  at  first  five  Commissions :  one  at  London,  under  a  treaty  with  Portugal  for  settling 
the  compensation  due  on  cases  of  Portuguese  slave  ships  cq)tured  prior  to  1815.  It  closed 
in  1824. 

Since  then,  there  have  been  but  four  Commissions : 
That  at  the  Havana,  under  treaty  with  Spain  ; 

at  Surinam,  under  treaty  with  the  Netherlands  ; 

at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  formerly  under  treaty  with  Portugal,  and  since  the  separation  of  Por- 
tugal from  Brazil,  under  treaty  with  Brazil ; 
And  that  at  Sierra  Leone,  which  is  now  under  treaties  with  Spain,  the  Netherlands,  Portugal 
and  Brazil,  and  which  adjudges  the  cases  of  vessels  of  all  those  nations. 

A  moiety  of  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  at  the  Havana  is  paid  by  Spain;  and  the  remainder 
by  Great  Britain. 

A  moiety  of  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  at  Surinam  is  paid  by  the  Netherlands;  and  the 
remainder  by  Great  Britain. 

A  moiety  of  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  is  paid  by  Brazil ;  and  the 
remainder  by  Great  Britain. 

Spain,  the  Netherlands,  Portugal  and  Brazil,  pay  each  a  sixtli  part  of  the  expenses  at  Sierra 
Leone;  and  Great  Britain  pays  the  remaining  two-sixths. 

But  Great  Britain  has  usually  had  to  advance,  in  the  first  instance,  the  whole  of  the  expenses 
at  Sierra  Leone;  and  the  Foreign  Governments  repay  their  shares  afterwards. 

The  sums  due  by  Foreign  Governments  for  their  re^ective  shares  of  these  expenses  have  all 
been  paid  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1837. 

There  remains  due  for  1838  ...  £.31312  8 

»                 1839  -        .        -  447  12  4 

„                 1840  -        -        -  456  16  4 

„                1841  ...  602  12  1 


Total    ...    £.1,820  13    5 

Of  which  sum  total,  the  sum  of  £.463.  14.  1.  is  due  by  each  of  the  three  Governments  of  Spain, 
Portugal  and  Brazil;  and  £.429.  11.  2.  is  due  by  the  Government  of  the  Netherlands. 

When  these  portions  are  received,  they  will  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  contingent 
expenses  at  Sierra  Leone  for  the  years  before  mentioned,  as  given  in  this  Return. 

The  Total  of  the  Expense  for  the  Slave  Trade  Commission  Courts  has  been  within  the  amount 
of  the  Estimates  annually  submitted  to  Parliament  in  detail  under  this  head. 

Foreign  OflSce,  \  r^^„i^„ 

7  July  1842.     /  Canntf^. 

^^'——'•^—'———      Digitized  by  VnOOQ IC 


RETURN  RELATIVE  TO  SLAVE  TRADE  COMMISSIONS. 


—  2.— 

AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  Persons  now  receiviDg  Pensions  for  Service  in  the  Commissions  established 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty  under  the  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers  for  suppressing  the  Traffic  in  Slaves, 
in  pursuance  of  the  several  Acts  of  the  Legislature  for  carrying  those  Treaties  into  effect ;  stating  the  Name,  Number 
of  Years'  Service,  Amount  of  Pension,  and  the  Date  of  the  same  when  first  granted. 


No. 


8. 


NAME. 


Christopher  Edward  Lefiroy 


Heniy  Theophilus  Kilbee 


Henry  Hayne  • 


Robert  Francis  Jameson  - 


John  Henry  Lance 


William  Smith 


William  Sharp  Madeay 


Henry  William  Macaulay 


Richard  Belgrave  Jackson 


RA^  AND  STATION. 


-  -  late  Commissary  Judge 
at  Surinam. 


-  -  late  Commissary  Judge 
at  Havana. 


-  -  late  Commissary  Judge 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 


-  -  late  Commissioner  of 
Arbitration  at  Havana 


•  -  late  Commissary  Judge 
at  Surinam. 


-  -  late  Commissary  Judge 
at  Sierra  Leone. 


•  -  late  Commissary  Judge 
at  Havana. 


•  -  late  Commissary  Judge 
at  Sierra  Leone. 


-  -  late  Clerk  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Commissioners  at 
Havana. 


LENGTH  OF  SERVICE. 


-  -  upwards  of  eight  years'  actual*) 
service  in  the  Commission  for  the  i 
suppression  of  Slave  Trade  -J 

-  -  upwards  of  eight  years'  actual! 
service  in  the  Commission  for  the  | 
suppression  of  Slave  Trade  -J 

-  -  upwards  of  eight  years'  actual^ 
service  in  the  Commission  for  the  ^ 
suppression  of  Slave  Trade         -J 

-  -  upwards  of  ten  years'  actual 
service  in  the  Commission  for  the 
suppression  of  Slave  Trade,  and  in 
the  Commission  for  the  settlement 
of  Claims  on  Spain    - 

-  -  upwards  of  eleven  years'  ser- 
vice in  the  Commission  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Slave  Trade,  of  which 
period  upwards  of  nine  years  were 
spent  in  actual  service  and  resi- 
dence at  Surinam 

-  -  ten  years'  service  in  the  Com- 
mission for  the  suppression  of 
Slave  Trade,  o{  which  period  up- 
wards of  eight  years  were  spent 
in  actual  residence  and  duties  at 
Sierra  Leone    -        .        .        - 

-  -  ten  years'  actual  service  in  the> 
Commission  for  the  suppression  of 
Slave  'i'rade,  and  twelve  years'  pre- 
vious service  in  the  Commission 
for  British  Claims  on  France;  mak- 
ing twenty^two  years'  service  al- 
together   -        •        .        -        • 


-  -  nine  years'  service  in  the  Com-' 
mission  for  the  suppression  of 
Slave  Trade,  of  which  upwards  of 
six  years  were  spent  in  actual  re- 
sidence and  duties  at  Sierra  Leone 

-  -upwards  of  fourteen  years' 
service  in  the  Commission  at  the 
Havana,  of  which  upwards  of 
twelve  years  were  spent  in  actual 
residence  and  duties  at  the  Ha- 
vana, and  previous  service  at  the 
Foreign  Office  .... 


Amonnt  of 
Pension. 


Foreign  Office,! 
7  JiSy  1843.  J 


£. 
600 


750 


750 


500 


750 


850 


750 


750 


335 


Date  of 
Conunenoement. 


33  Feb.  1839. 
5  Jan.  1830. 
5  Apr.  1830. 

5  Jan.  1830. 


31  Mar.  1834. 


5  Apr.  1835. 


1  Feb.  1837. 


14  Jan.  1841. 


1  Jan.  1843. 


Canning. 
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SLAVE    VESSELS. 


Further  RETURN  to  an  Address  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons,  dated  16  June  1842  ;  and, 
RETURN  to  an  Address  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons,  dated  28  July  1842 ;— :/br» 

tETURN  of  Slave  Vessels  brought  before  the  several  CouR'ts  of  Mixed  Commissiok,  or  before  any  BRitisH  Vice^ 
Abmirai^ty  Court,  for  Adjudication,  between  the  Ist  day  of  January  1840  and  the  31st  day  of  December  1841,  with  the  Name 
of  the  capturing  Ship  and  the  Commander  thereof,  describing  the  Flag  under  which  each  Vessel  was  seized ;  <£stinguishing 
those  under  the  late  Treaty  with  Spain  and  under  the  Act  2  &  3  Vict.  c.  73 ;  the  registered  Tonnage  of  each  Vessel,  as  well  as 
that  by  BrUuh  Admeasurement,  and  if  Slaves  on  Board ;  stating  the  Number  at  the  Time  of  Seizure,  the  Date  of  the  Decretal 
J^art  of  the  Sentence,  whether  Forfeiture  or  Restitution,  with  the  Amount  of  Proceeds  of  Sale  or  of  Costs  awarded,  the  Expenses 
of  Condemnation  and  of  breaking  up  of  each  Vessel,  the  Period  when  the  Proceeds  for  Distribution  were  paid  into  the  Registry 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  when  the  same  was  paid  to  the  Captors : — Also,  Account  of  all  Claims  for  the  several 
Bounties  or  Tonnage  between  the  Ist  day  of  January  1840  and  the  dlst  day  of  December  1841,  and  of  all  Slave  Vessels 
that  have  been  taken  into  Her  Majesty's  Service,  under  the  Provtsions  of  the  Act  2  &^  3*  Vict.  c.  73 ;  stating  the  appraised  or 
estimated  Value  of  the  same,  the  registered  Tonnage,  as  well  as  that  by  British  Admeasurement,  and  the  Sums  which  the 
Coynmiastoners  of  the  Admiralty  have  deemed  a  proper  Price  for  the  same. 

RETURN  of  the  several  Sums  that  have  been  paid  into  the  Registry  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  of  any  Vice^ 
Admirai:.ty  Court,  on  account  of  the  Proceeds  of  Slave  Vessels  and  Cargoes  captured  and  condemned  under  the 
Provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  second  and  third  Year  of  Her  present  Majesty,  c.  73  ;  stating  the  Date  when  the  same  were  paid  in, 
and  if  any  and  what  Instructions  have  been  issued  to  the  Officers  of  the  Courts  of  Vice- Admiralty  relative  to  the  Remittance  of 
the  said  Sums. 


A  RETURN  of  Slavs  Vessels  brought  before  the  several  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission,  or  before  any  British  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court,  for  Adjudication,  the  Proceeds  of  which  have  been  paid  into  the  Registry  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty 
of  England,  from  the  1st  day  of  January  1840  to  the  dlst  day  of  December  1841,  with  the  Name  of  the  capturing  Ship  and  the 
Commander  thereof,  whether  under  the  late  Treaty  with  Spain  or  under  the  Act  of  the  2  A:  3  Vict.  c.  73 ;  showing  the  Period  when 
so  paid  in,  and  the  Payments  thereout,  to  the  Captors,  made  in  obedience  to  the  Order  of  the  Honourable  The  House'of  Commons, 
dated  the  16th  June  1842,  as  communicated  in  a  Letter  from  Sir  Cfeorge  Clerk,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  Her  Majes^s  Treasury, 
dated  the  24th  June  1842 ;  the  Records  of  the  said  High  Court  of  Admiralty  not  furnishing  the  means  of  any  Return  to  the 
further  Particulars  required  by  the  said  Order. 


Dttet 

o£  Payments 

into 
the  Registry. 

Names  of 
Ve«els  captured. 

Names  of 

CiVtnring  Vttsds, 

and  their 

Amounts 

paid  intQ  the 

Registry. 

Dates 

when  Payments 

made 
to  the  Captors. 

Amounts  paid 

to 

Captors. 

ObssHvations. 
This  Cdamn  contains  the 
Date  of  Senlenee  in  the  Vice- 
Admirslty  and  Bfized  Com- 
mission Counts,  in  cases  where 
Psyments  out  of  the  Proceeds 
have  been  made. 

1840: 

Feb.       12 

Jack  Wilding 

Dolphin        ... 
E.  Holland,  Com^ 

4,109  13    3 

1840:  June  24 

£.        S. 
2,054   1^ 

d. 

7 

8  July  1839. 

-         - 

Raynha  dos  Anjos 

.  Forester      -        .        - 
F.  G.  Bond,  Com^ 

41-3 

1841:  May  21 

20    10 

1 

15  June  1839. 

- 

Sin  Yqual     -        • 

Harlequin    .        -        - 
Lord  F.  Russell,  Com^ 

961     2    4 

1840:  Oct.  23 

130   11 

2 

12  July  1839. 

- 

Victoria  de  Li  bertade 
Emprendedor 

-  ditto       ... 

-  ditto       .        . 

142  19    4 
65    4  10 

.    - 

71     9 

32    12 

8 
5 

18  July  1839. 
12  July  1839. 

- 

Vigilante 

Woherine   - 
W.  Tucker,  Com'. 

241     2     3 

-              - 

121      9 

- 

25  June  1839. 

-.- 

Consolidade 

'  Dolphin       -        -        . 
E.  Holland,  Com'. 

234    7    4 

1841 :  Jan.    5 

117    3 

8 

16  July  1839. 

- 

Merced        -        r 

-    dKtto 

7    3    3 

1840:  Dec.    2 

3  »i 

7 

8  July  1839. 

March  9 

Si        .        - 

Waterwitch 
J.  Matson,  Com'. 

130    -  10 

-      Oct.  23 

.    65    - 

5 

5  June  1839. 

-      *  - 

Constanza    - 

Harlequin    -        -        - 
Lord  F.  RusseU,  Com'. 

66    1  11 

- 

33     - 

11 

29  May  1839. 

- 

Intrepido      -        - 

Dolphin       -        -        . 
E.  Holland,  Comr. 

664  14    4 

1840:  June  24 

332     7 

2 

24  September  1839. 
• 
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RETURNS    RKLATIVB   TO  THE   CAPTURE   AND   ADJUDICATION 


Return  of  Slave  Vessels  brought  before  the  several  Courts  of  Mixed  Commissiou,  Skc-^canUnueiL 

Datea 

ofPaTmenti 

into 
tha  Registry* 

Nameaof 
YcnciB  captured* 

> 

Names  of 

Capturing  Vesseb, 

andtkeir 

Commanders. 

Amounts 

paid  into  tlie 

R<^fi«try. 

DatM 

whenPaymenta 

made 
to  the  Captors. 

to 
Captor*. 

OBSXKTAtlOXS. 

This  Cohmin  eontaiiia  the 
Date  of  Sentsioe  in  the  Vioa. 
Admiralty  and  Mixed  Con- 
mission  Courts,  in  easee  sAeie 
Payments  ont  of  the  Pkocaeds 
hare  been  made. 

1840: 
April   -    9 

Golpinh 

Termagant  •        .        - 
H.  Seagram,  Com^ 

£.      s. 
1,071    9 

7 

1840:  May  22 

£.    «.     d. 
535  »4    9 

30  October  1839. 

—           - 

Destemida    - 

Lynx  -        -        •        - 
H.Broadhead,  Com^ 

1,025    4 

2 

-     June  27 

512   13      1 

18  November  1839. 

-           — 

Augusta 

Fair  Rosamond    - 
W.  B.  Oliver,  Com'. 

489  17 

5 

-     May  22 

244  18    8 

19  October  1839. 

-          - 

Calliope 

Waterwitch 
H.J.Matson,  Com^ 

144    - 

1 

- 

72 

3  December  1839. 

June  -  23 

Emprehendedor    - 

Wolverine  ... 
W.  Tucker,  Com'. 

144  14 

7 

-     Oct.  23 

73    7    3 

31  August  1839. 

•"         -■ 

Brilhante      - 

Saracen       .        -        - 
H.W.  Hill,  Com'. 

207    4 

4 

25 

103  13     3 

7  November  1839. 

^         •-> 

Liberal 
Ligeria         • 

Bonetta       ... 

J.  L.  R.  StoU,  Com'. 

-    ditto       ... 

17    4 
936  16 

9 
9 

1841 :  April  16 

8  IS     4 
468    8    4 

26  October  1839. 
30  October  1839. 

—         — 

Sociedade  Feliz    • 

Harlequin   ... 
Lord  F.  Russell.  Com'. 

1,365    9 

- 

184Q:  Oct.  23 

688  14    6 

24  December  1839. 

July    -    7 

Ganges         -» 

Grecian       ... 
W.  Smyth,  Com'. 

443    6 

4 

09 

443    6    4 

31  May  1839. 

Sept-  -  26 

Matilda 

Brisk  .... 
A.  Kellett,  Com'. 

2,710    8 

9 

1841 :  April  16 

1.355    4    4 

12  August  1839. 

—         — 

Dos  Amigos 

Dolphin       ... 
E.  Holland,  Com'. 

148  16 

3 

21 

74    8    1 

24  September  1839. 

- 

Fortuna 

Waterwitch 
J.  Matson,  Com'. 

84    5 

9 

23 

43    a  10 

3  December  1839* 

- 

Pampeiro 

Wolverine  .        .        - 
W.  Tucker,  Com'. 

48  13 

3 

- 

24    6    7 

30  October  1839. 

- 

Augusto 

Fair  Rosamond    - 
W.B.Oliver,  Com'. 

2    6 

- 

19 

»    3    - 

19  October  1839. 

—         — 

Andorinha    - 

Nautilus      ... 
G.  Beaufoy,  Com'. 

60  17 

2 

1840:  Oct.  23 

30    8    7 

24  December  183^ 

-         — 

Magdalena   - 

Viper          ... 
G.J.  Burslem,  Com'. 

10  16 

- 

•    29 

5    8    - 

3  December  1839. 

-       '  - 

Lavandeyra  - 

Lynx           ... 
H.  Broadhead,  Com'. 

227  18 

5 

-     Dec.  22 

113   19     3 

10  December  1839^ 

:  : 

Lark    -        -        . 
Asp      .        .        . 

Wolverine  .        .        - 

W.  Tucker,  Com'. 
.    ditto       ... 

204  12 
289    6 

8 

-     OcL  23 

103     6    4 
J44  13    - 

9  March  1840. 
9  March  1840. 

"■         ^ 

La  Bella  Florentina 
Christiano     - 

Harlequin   -        .        - 
Lord  F.  Russell,  Com'. 
-    ditto       •        - 

654    5 

1,899    7 

4 

4 

"•             ^ 

337    3     8 
949  »3    8 

6  August  1839. 
6  August  1839. 

—        — 

Laura  ... 

Viper.        .        -        - 
G.  J.  Burslem,  Com'. 

149    a 

10 

29 

74  "    5 

28  January  1840. . . 

- 

Dom  lao  de  Castro 

•Grecian       ... 
W.  Smyth,  Com'. 

162    1 

- 

- 

16a    1    - 

17  October  1839. 

Oct  -  24 

Pomba  de  Africa  - 
Sedo  or  Tarde 

Fair  Rosamond    • 

W.  B.  Oliver,  Com'. 
.    ditto 

7  15 
«    4 

7 
5 

1841 V  Mar.  16 

3  17    9 

18     3 

12  August  1839. 
12  August  iSig. 

Dec,  -  92 

1841: 
Feb*    -  ,2 

£liza  Davidson     - 
Republicano 

Wanderer    -        - 
Hon.  J.  Denman,  Com'. 

Fantome      ... 
£.  H.  Batteifield,  Com'. 

765    1 
158  16 

5 
8 

-     Feb.  16 

383  10    8 

79    7  >o 

18  April  1840* 
5  June  1840. 

'  ^ 

Santo  Antonio  Vic- 
toriose. 

Wolverine  ... 
W.  Tucker,  Com'. 

551    8 

9 

- 

975  H    4 

30  June  1840. 

••* 

•*         "" 

Conceicao    - 
•Julia    -        -        - 

Termagant  -        -        . 

H.  R  Seagram,  Com'. 

-    ditto       ... 

62  14 
104    4 

11 

4' 

^             ^ 

3»    7    5 

53    3    3 

6  January  1840. 
Q  January  1840. 

Coogle 
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OF  VBSBBLS   SN6A6BD   IN  THB   SLAVB  TRADE. 


Return  of  Slave  Veesels  broagfat  before  the  several  Courts  of  Mixed  Commission^  Scc^^ntimed. 

Petes 
efP^Tments 

lata 
the  Registry. 

Names  of 
Veaeels  captured. 

Namesbf 

GsptariiigycMels, 

and  their 

Amounts 

paid  into  the 

R«girtry. 

Dates 

^hen  Payments 

made 
to  the  Captors. 

Amounts  paid 

to 

Gsptors. 

OBSKavAnoxs. 
This  Column  contains  the 
Date  of  Sentence  in  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  and  Mixed  Com- 
mission Courts,  in  cases  where 
Payments  out  of  the  Proceeds 
have  been  made. 

1S4I: 

Feb.   -  16 
-       17 

Mercedita    - 

Maria  Rita  -       A 
Anderinha(boat)  -I 
Cabacca  (boat)     -J 

Crocodile    -        -        - 
A.  Milne,  Com^ 

Waterwitch 

£.     S.    d. 
201   18     \ 

31  10     8 

1841 :  April  1 

... 

£.     s. 
201    18 

d. 

I 

24  April  1840. 

r-  -  The  date  of  sentence  of  the 
1  Vice- Admiralty  Court  at  St. 
I  Helena,  does  not  appear  from 
any  documents  in  the  Registry 
lof  the  Admiralty. 

- 

Dictator 

Brisk.        -        .        . 

107  19     - 

... 

.          . 

- 

-    .  ditto. 

-. 

Andorinha   •• 

.  ditto         ... 

98   10     9 

... 

- 

- 

-    -  ditto. 

- 

Coringa 

.  ditto         ... 

103   16     5 

. 

- 

- 

-    •  ditto. 

«5 

Plant   ... 

Persian        ... 
W.H.Quin,Com% 

3,881  15    3 

■'♦-{is[-.t} 

1,940  »7 

7 

1  September  1840. 

^          «> 

Sirena  -        -        . 

Saracen       •        .        • 
W.H.HiU,Com^ 

170  11     9 

1841 :  Mar.  27 

85    5 

10 

8  September  1840. 

Mar.  .    9 

Sao  Paolo  deLoando 

Wanderer    •        -        - 
Hon.  J.  Denman. 

221     1    2 

17 

110  10 

7 

18  June  1840. 

- 

Maria  Rosario 

-    ditto       ... 

^SS    -  " 

77  10 

5 

31  July  1840. 

-         - 

Carolina 

Buzzai^      •        •        * 
Lu  Levinge,  Com^ 

325  13    8 

-    May  28 

162  16 

10 

1  September  1840. 

-         - 

Diana  ... 

Saracen       ... 
H.W.Hnl,Com^ 

156    3  10 

-    Mar.  27 

78    1 

11 

8  September  1840. 

- 

Palmira 

Wolverine  - 
W.  Tucker,  Com^ 

1,202  11  11 

-    Apr.  16 

601    5 

11 

19  October  1840, 

22 

Claudina 

Fantome      .        . 

£.H.BatterSeld,Com^ 

565  16    6 

-    May  28 

V 

282  18 

3 

1  October  1840. 

16 

Olimpa 

L)mx  .... 
H.Broadhead,Com'. 

3t4  H    7 

-    Apr.  24 

157    7 

3 

26  May  1840. 

-         - 

Andorinha    - 

Nautilus      ... 
G.  Beaufoy,  Com'. 

4  12    2 

-    May  28 

2    6 

1 

24  December  1839. 

April  .    7 

Octavia 

Ljrnx ...        - 
H.  Broodhead,  Com''. 

"5    7    5 

-    Apr.  24 

57  »3 

8 

5  June  1640. 

—          — 

Paquete  Felis 

Fair  Rosamond     - 
W.  B.  Oliver,  Com^ 

393    -    8 

»9 

196  10 

4 

4  August  1838. 

May   .    1 

Vera  Cruzano 

Termagant  ... 
H.T.  Seagram,  Com^ 

15«    69 

-    May  28 

76    3 

.4 

5  November  1840. 

—         - 

Emilia  als  Flor  de 
Rio. 

Wolverine   - 
W.  Tucker,  Com'. 

295    6    1 

-               - 

U7  t3 

- 

9  December  1840. 

*"         ■■ 

Vanguardia  •        • 

Wanderer  and  Rolla     - 
Hon.  J.  Denman  aod 
C.  Hall,Com'». 

282  17    1 

-    June  23 

141     8 

6 

9  December  1840. 

- 

Porto  Formozo     • 
Victoria 

Rolla  .        .        .        - 
C.  Hall,  Com'. 

187    4    7 
123    1    6 

-    May  28 

93  i« 

3 

5  November  1840. 

r-  -  The  date  of  sentence  of  the 
1  Vice  -  Admiralty    Court    at 
{  Jamaica,  does  not  appear  frsm 

lof  the  Admiralty. 

6 

Gratidao 

Wolverine  - 
W.  Tucker,  Com'. 

708    7    5 

-    May  28 

354    3 

8 

16  November  1840. 

June  -  30 

Reglano 

Wanderer    ... 
Hod.  J.  Denman. 

169  18  11 

-    June  30 

8419 

5 

23  December  1840. 

May    •  30 

Amelia         -       - 
Quatro  do  Marco  • 

Acorn         -        -        - 
J.  Adams,  Com'. 

-    ditto       ... 

5,652 16  e-j 

'3,325  14  loj 

.        .       - 

-       ■- 

- 

r-  -  The  date  ofaanleneeeC  the 
Vice-Admirslty  Court  fit  the 

I  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  does  not 
appear  from  any  docoments  in 

Ithe  Registry  pf  the  ildmiralty. 

July    -  19 

Boa  Uniao    - 

Saracen      ... 
H.W.HiU,Com'. 

198    6    3 

-    July   13 

99    3 

1 

1  February  1841. 

539- 

Josephina     - 

Bonetta       ... 
J.L.R.  Stoll,Com'. 

58    4.  9 

19 

29    2    4 

Digitizec 

26  October  1839. 
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RETURNS   EBLATIVB  TO   THB   CAPTURB   AND    ADJUDICATION 


Rbtvrh  of  Slave  Yeaeels  brought  before  the  several  Courte  of  Mixed  Commissioi^  &c.— con^tmwi. 

Dates 
ofPafmenti 

into 
theRcgiftrf. 

5aa«of 
Yissdi  captund* 

andthtir 

Attoanti 

pAid  into  the 

Bi«iitry. 

Datai 

.  nbMiPayiMata 

made 
tothtCaptera. 

Animiita  paid 

to 

Captotfl. 

OBsnTAiion. 

Tlii-CQhMianj.4. 
DateofSeataattbOtr,^ 

Payment!  oat  rf  tk  hK^ 
havebeniaa^' 

1841 ; 
July  -  19 

Jacohy 

Brisk  .        .        -        . 
A.  Kellet,  Com', 

£.     S.    d. 

6a  15    8 

1841 :  July  19 

£.   s.  d. 
27*11    3 

18  July  1839. 

- 

San  Paulo  de  Loando 

Saracen       .        -        • 
H.W.  Hill,  Com'. 

247    8    4 

*3 

133  14    3 

1  Febniaiy  i^. 

- 

Bellona 

Fantome      -        -    .    - 
E.H.BottariieId,Com% 

307    8    7 

-    Sept.    3 

153  14    3 

11  JaDiiarji84i. 

33 

Saracen       -        .        - 
H.W.Hfll,Com'. 

134  H    4 

•-     -          - 

67    7    « 

33  Febmsfy  1841. 

Nova  Inve]a  - 

Persian        .        .        - 

3,432      6   11 

r--Tbedale«riahKtffa 
Viee.Adiaia%  Cw  a 
{  Sierra  UooedM  lot  1^ 
1  from  azqr  dacsne^  li  ^ 
iRegiitiyoftheA^Bn^. 

—          — 

Recurso 

Forester      - 
G.L.  Norcock,  Com'. 

241  18    7 

-    Oct.   11 

130  19    3 

11  JaDiuiji84i. 

Aug,  - 17 

Victoria 

PiAIe         -        .        - 

88    8  10 

". 

-■     .      . 

r. -The  fnmkk^m 
paid  into  tke  BGforr(ki 

lat  Jamiea,  bethiaat 

1  appear  from  •ay^cooci 
tbe  RcgstiyflftkA^ 

tin  what  Coartdtdwer, 

- 

Rozalia  Habaneira 

Sappho        ... 

61  17    7 

••        •        • 

. 

•    •  ditto* 

-•                 ^ 

Felicidade    -       - 

Tennagant  -        •        • 
H.  F.  Seagram,  Com^ 

«23    4  .5 

-     S^t.     3 

Ill      7     3 

34  October  1840, 

Sept.    34 

Oroztnlio 
BomFim     - 

•  -  Fantome,  Waterwitch 
and  Brisk. 
Butterfieldf     Malson 
and  Sprigg»  Coin» 

Petsian       •        •        • 

531  16  ^- 
716  i«    9 

-     Oct    13 

360  i8    - 

6  April  1841. 

r..Theppi«i»kiia^ 
paid  into  the  MSturC^ 
at  8iaiaL«at«tkS 
filaTcklMl.bititia^ 

{appear  60s  aafJNWtfi 
tbeRegistryaftk&^ntr 
whether  mkmii'j^ 
Mixed  ConnaiiaM  or  r» 

LAdmirahy  Coait 

- 

-*          — 

Onze  de  Novenbro 

Faatome     -        - 
X.H.Butterfield,Com'. 

3,491    7    a 

11 

1,245  n    - 

- 

RepubHcana- 

Sasacen       ... 
H.  HiU,  Com'. 

143    4  11 

13 

71    2    5 

6  April  1841, 

- 

Juliana 

BuEzard      •        •        . 
Lt.  Levinge,  Com*: 

335  16  II 

11 

117  18    5 

6  AprO  1841, 

- 

Josephina     • 

Faatome      • 

X.H.Butterfield,Coii'. 

291     81  11 

- 

145-14    5 

90  May  it4i. 

-J        «5 

Liberal        -       * 

Wolverine  and  Lynn    - 
W.   Tuck«r    and  H. 
BroadheadyCom". 

367    3i    3 

"•                    "■ 

il3  11    7 

5  May  1841. 

Not.    s6 

Doosd'AbvU       -. 
Oito  Decembro    -1 

Mariana 
Minerva 
Andorinha   -        -J 

Persian       •        *        • 
Brhk          -        .        • 

148     8;  J6^ 

348    31  -J 

1                 ■• 

- 

/'..ThedeleifAewfeif^ 
theVkse-AdmlrCbat* 

from  any  daoneat  »  ■ 
iBejiatiyrfAeAA-i* 

' 

«.         - 

Unknown,  Euro    • 

Witerwitch 

U  tS    7 

•    m              .             •!■ 

-    .    - 

•    -  ditto. 

.    - 

Margarida    • 

Wizard 

87    7    4 

-•               •                - 

•    .  ..       ,. 

.    -  ditto. 

TV m.m      1     CI Jf   4 1^^                     1 

to : 

Al  y%     ^  M         r\ 

4ff^A«      lot*    A  J    !•      tt%e\    tt^       ^    1    01    TiiKr  ifSil.               1 

Di( 

gitized  by  VnC 
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OF   YEdSELS    BN6A6ED    IN    THE    SLAVE   TRADE. 


RETURN  of  Slave  Vessels  brought  before  any  British  Vice-Admiralty  Court  for  Adjudication,  under 
the  Act  of  the  sd  k  3d  Victoriay  c.  73,  between  the  1st  day  of  January  1840  and  the  3l8t  day  of  December  1841. 


VUDB 

Name  of 

Britiah 

Number  of 

Date 

Whrther  Forfeiture 

of 

Capturing  Ship, 
Comiiiander* 

Slaves 

of 

or 

YomI  captured. 

found  on  Board. 

Sentence. 

Rcfltitution. 

Augusta    -        -        . 

Saracen    .        -        - 
Henry  WorsleyHiU 

,E8q. 

none  - 

1841 :  Mar.  31 

Forfeiture. 

Bom  Fim  -        -        - 

Columbine 
George  Elliott,  Esq. 

^28  im 

ditto  - 

1840:  Feb.  14 

-     ditto. 

Vigilante   -        -        - 

-    ditto     -     ditto    - 

HOiW^ 

ditto  - 

21 

-    ditto. 

Veloi 

Wolverene 
WUliam  Tucker,  Esq 

^15  HU 

ditto  .  *      . 

Jan.    2 

-    ditto. 

Louisa       -        •        - 

Cleopatra  ... 
S.  Lushington,  Esq. 

not  known  • 

279 

-      Feb.  28 

-    ditto. 

Vicloria     -        -        - 

Ringdove  ... 
Hon.  K.  Stewart. 

99 1^ 

none  - 

-    ditto. 

the  Shippers  of  the  merchan- 
dize pronounced  to  be  liable 

Guiana      -        -        - 

Viper       - 

£.  G.  Burslem,  Esq. 

not  known  - 

ditto  - 

Aug.  12 

/  to  the  penalties  attaching  to 

persons  who  knowingly  and 

'      M 

[for  the  SUye  Trade. 

Rio  Mondego    - 

Modesto   .        -        - 
Harry  Eyres,  Esq. 

9>5WAr 

ditto  - 

-      May    8 

Forfeiture. 

Jehovah     .        -        - 

Acorn       .        .        - 
John  Adams,  Esq. 

13a  «« 

ditto  - 

-      Feb.  14 

-    ditto. 

Fatbe  Eslamo     • 

Curlew      - 
T.  C.  Ross,  Esq. 

96  mi 

ditto - 

June    a 

-    ditto. 

Dom  Pedro  Duque  do! 
Porto     -        .        -J 

-    ditto    -    ditto     • 

319 

ditto  - 

23 

-    ditto. 

Rapido      ... 

-    ditto    -    ditto     - 

»88Af«V 

ditto  - 

Aug.  20 

•    ditto. 

Tentadora 

Wizard     - 
Thomas     Frederick 
Birdi,  Esq. 

»33  mi 

ditto  - 

June  23 

-    ditto. 

Anna  Felia 

Modeste   - 
Harry  Eyres,  Esq. 

»39|H« 

56 

-      Feb.  26 

-    ditto. 

Escorpaiao 

•    ditto     •     ditto    - 

«"m* 

716 

«4 

-    diUo. 

Amizade  Constaata    • 

•    ditto     •     ditto    - 

»64iH» 

630 

-      Apra   I 

-    ditto. 

Quatro  de  Marco 

Acorn       ... 
John  Adams,  Esq. 

"'im 

none  - 

Nov.  24 

•    ditto. 

Amelia       •        •        • 

•    ditto     -     ditto    - 

2»8fl?» 

ditto  - 

-      Dec.    8 

-    ditto. 

Pancao      ... 

-    ditto     -     ditto    • 

not  known  • 

18 

June  12 

•    ditto. 

KoT»Abismo     - 

Bonetto    ... 
J.L.R.  Stoll,Esq. 

>59lHi 

1 

-      April   8 

•    ditto. 

Govemador  Vidal 

•    ditto     -     ditto    - 

H«ivyv 

none  - 

-      Mar.    6 

-    ditto. 

Dois  Irmaos 

Columbine 

George  Elliott,  Esq. 

»48sW/^ 

ditto  - 

-      Jan.   16 

•    ditto. 

Ulysses      -        -        - 

Skipjack   -        -        - 
Henry  Wright,  Esq. 

not  known  - 

533 

18 

-    ditto. 

Maria,  otherwise  Maria 

LUy.        -        -        . 

'103  Wj 

none  . 

-      Dec.  31 

-    ditto. 

Feliz. 

George    Alexander 
Seymour,  Esq. 

Name  unknown 

Brisk        -        .        - 
George  Sprigg,  Esq. 

not  known  - 

ditto - 

1841 ;  Mar.    8 

-    ditto. 

Luiza         ... 

•    ditto     -     ditto    • 

-    ditto      - 

439 

—                                             mm 

-    ditto. 

Mariciana  ... 

-    ditto     •     ditto    - 

-    ditto      - 

341 

13 

-    ditto. 

Oito  Decembro  - 

-    ditto     -     ditto    - 

-    ditto      - 

none  - 

22 

-    ditto. 

Minerva     -        .        - 

•    ditto     -     ditto    - 

-    ditto      - 

321 

24 

-    ditto. 

Dousd'Abril      - 

Persian     ... 
T.  E.  Symonds,  Esq. 

-    ditto      . 

1 

22 

-    ditto. 

Faesca       ... 

Fantome  ... 

-     ditto      - 

1 

—                     . 

-    ditto. 

Name   unknown,    de- 

Fantome ... 

-    ditto      - 

3 

-      Jan.    30 

-    ditto. 

stroyed  at  Sea. 

E.  H.  Butterfield,  Esc 

1- 

Josephina  .        -        - 

Wanderer 
Hon.  Joseph  Denman 

61  H« 

none  - 

1840:  June    9 

-    ditto. 

CoDgresso  -        -        - 

Wizard     - 

T.  F.  Birch,  Esq. 

75  HM 

3 

-      Aug.  29 

-    ditto. 

Digitized  by  vnOO^ 

RETURNS   RHLATIVE  TO   THB    CAPTVRB    AND   AOJUUCATION 


Return  of  Slave  Vessels  brought  before 

any  British  Vice- Admiralty  i 

Court  for  Adjudication— coirfinirerf. 

Name 

Name  of 

Number  of 

Date 

WbetberForiatm 

of 

and 

Bridah 

Slaves 

of 

or 

VmmI  captttfed. 

Commander. 

Admeasunment. 

fowid  on  Board. 

OlBtODCC. 

1 

BMtimi^ 

Liberal      -        -        - 

Buzzard  -        -        - 

79  MH 

none  - 

1841 :  April  14 

Forfeiture. 

R.T.J.Levinge,E8<3 

Carolina    -        -        - 

Dolphin    •        -        - 

not  koown  - 

.     ditto      - 

-      Feb.  37 

-    ditto. 

£.  UttlehaleS)  Esq. 

Rapido      ... 

Wolverene 

William  Tucker,  Esq. 

i«>i|«i 

-    ditto      - 

Mar.  11 

-    ditto. 

Luiza        -        .        - 

Cygnet      -        - 
Edmund  Wilson,  Esq. 

9*  mi 

-     ditto      - 

a 

-    ditto. 

Aventureiro 

Fantome   -        -        - 

tMMU 

-    ditto      - 

-      FdK  M 

-    ditto. 

E.  H.  Butterfield,  Esq. 

Euro          .        .        - 

Waterwitch 

H.  J.  Matson,  Esq. 

not  known  - 

314 

HMf  1» 

•    ditto. 

Margarida 

Wizard      - 
J.  B.  Somerville,  Esq. 

•    ditto     • 

none  - 

June    4 

-    ditta 

Three  Boats 

Fantome    -        .        - 

-    ditto      • 

49 

2 

-    ditto. 

E.  H.  ButterfieH»  Esq. 

Name  lukDowD  • 

Wolverene 

William  Tucker,  Esq. 

^mi 

none  - 

-      May  as 

-    ditto. 

Raimundo  Priraenro     - 

Brisk 
George  Sprigg,  Esq. 

»i»H8J 

19 

1840:  June    6 

•    ditto. 

Rahamana          • 

Acorn       -        -        - 
John  Adams,  Esq. 

171 

30 

-      Febw     2 

«    ditto. 

Name  unknown  * 

Waterwich 

not  known  • 

none  - 

1841:  July    5 

•    ditto. 

H.  J.  Matson,  fsq. 

Boa  NoTa  -        -        - 

Fantome   .        -        - 

-    ditto     - 

441 

..                 .. 

-    ditto. 

E.  H.  Butterfield,  Esq. 

Four  Launches  - 

Brisk 

-    ditto     - 

13 

-      July     5 

*     ditto. 

George  Sprigg,  Esq. 

Triumfo     ... 

Fantome  -        -        - 

-    dittoi     • 

103 

«9 

•    ditto. 

E.  H.  Butterfield,  Esq. 

Astrea       -        .        - 

Persian     -        -        - 
T.  R.  Eden*  Esq. 

-    ditto     - 

none  - 

-      Aug.   5 

«.    ditto. 

Name    unknown,    for- 

-^   ditto     -     ditio    • 

-    dittoi     - 

-    ditto      - 

-                «. 

•»    dittoi 

merly     Cypher,    of 

Salem. 

Primo  Genito     - 

Columbine 

George  Elliott,  Esq. 

H^mi 

-    ditto      - 

1840:  Apraii 

-    ditto. 

Pombinha 

Wanderer  -        -        - 

56  AU 

-    ditta     - 

-      Aug.   3 

^    ditto. 

Hon.  Joseph  Denman.           ' " '"    | 

Sandade    -        .        - 

Fawn         ... 
John  Foote,  Esq. 

mnn 

.    ditto      - 

-      Mar.  to 

-    dittoi 

Koza         -        -        . 

m  *  ditto     •     ditto    - 

HiWJ 

1 

.      May  26 

-.    dittoi 

Neptuno    - 

Columbine 

George  Elliott,  Esq. 

not  known  - 

none  - 

-      June  iJ3 

-•    dittos 

Angerona  -        -        - 

-    ditto      -      ditto     . 

-    ditto      - 

-    ditto      - 

- 

-^     ditto; 

Venus        -        -        - 

Fawn 
John  Foote,  Esq. 

^^m^ 

1 

i84ir  Jooe  29 

•*    dittoi 

Acoriano  Oriental 

Bonetca    .        -        • 
F.  W.  Austen,  Esq. 

^4m^ 

none- 

-      Oct.  22 

m    ditto. 

Vinte  e  Quatro  de  Julho 

Rose         ... 
Peter  Christie,  Esq. 

^3^im 

-    ditto      . 

-      May  27 

-»    ditto. 

Animo  Grande    - 

Curiew      - 

211 

.    ditto      . 

-      Mj  22 

-•    ditto. 

T.  C.  Ross,  Esq. 

- 

Constante  -        -        - 

Grecian     -        -        - 

^37  mi 

-    ditto     - 

.      Sept.  25 

-    ditto. 

William  Smyth,  Esq. 

Sandade    - 

-     ditto     -     ditto    - 

176  fH* 

-    ditto      . 

-      April  1 

•*    ditto. 

Anna         -        -        . 

Acorn       ... 
John  Adams,  Esq. 

^QHid 

500 

-      Deo.    2 

-»    ditto. 

Feliz  Vencidor   - 

Clro          ... 
'     S.G.Fk'ematttle.Esq. 

"7HM 

none  - 

-      A»f.  19 

-    ditto. 

Stratford  Place,! 
29  July  1842.  } 
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RETURN  of  all  Claims  for  the  several  Bounties  on  TonKage,  between  the  Ist  day  of  January  1840 

and  the  31  st  day  of  December  1841. 


Spanish   - 

Schooner  - 

Jack  Wilding. 

Brazilian  - 

Brig.        - 

Sociedade  Feliz. 

» 

>» 

Merced. 

19 

99    '        " 

Republicano,  p'  Fantome. 

99 

.  *' 

Dos  Amigos. 

» 

Schooner  - 

Calliope. 

» 

Brig 

Christiano. 

>> 

Barque 

Augusto. 

»> 

»»    • 

Emprendedor. 

» 

Vessel       . 

Rio  Mondego. 

» 

»    • 

Vigilante,  p'  Wolverene. 

» 

»»  " 

Jehovah. 

9* 

Schooner   - 

Constitu^ao. 

» 

»  " 

Flor  de  Loando. 

99               " 

» 

La  Bella  Florentina. 

". 

»f  •        • 

Fathe  Eslamo. 

»               • 

» 

San  Ygual. 

1     Spanish   • 

Brig  - 

Palmira. 

99 

»         • 

Victoria  da  Libertade. 

Brazilian  - 

Brigantine 

Claudina. 

» 

Brig  - 

Matilde,  p*  Brisk. 

>» 

Brig.        . 

Dom  Pedro  Duque  do  Porto. 

» 

Barque 

Maria  Carlota. 

i          » 

Vessel 

Rapido,  p*  Curlew. 

»>              • 

Schooner    - 

General  Mina. 

i        i> 

»  • 

Tentodora. 

W 

»» 

Mo^ca. 

» 

Brigantine 

Anna  Feliz. 

»> 

»»         • 

Atafk  Primo. 

l> 

Brig  . 

Escorpaiao. 

»             " 

>•         " 

Zema. 

» 

»  •        • 

Amizade  Constante. 

»> 

»» 

99 

Barque 

Quatrode  Marco. 

»              ■ 

» 

Briihante. 

". 

»  •        * 

Amelia. 

» 

» 

Ligeira. 

Spanish   - 

Schooner  . 

Reglano. 

» 

»» 

Josephina,  p'  Bonetta. 

» 

Brig  . 

Vanguardia. 

»*            " 

Brigantine  • 

Liberal    -    •   ditto. 

>»        * 

Schooner  . 

Porto  Formozo. 

»»             * 

Brig 

Victoria,  p'  Pickle. 

»        • 

» 

Felicidade. 

»             • 

Schooner    - 

Lavandeyra. 

99        • 

» 

Paquete  Vera  Cruzano. 

»>              • 

»> 

Magdalena. 

Brazilian  - 

Brig.        • 

Emilia. 

>f              " 

••         • 

Laura. 

»> 

Schooner  * 

Gratidao. 

Portugueze  Barque 
„       -    Brig  - 

Bom  Fim,  p'  Columbine. 
Vigilante  •    •    ditto. 

Spanish    - 

Brig. 

Schooner  - 
Vessel 

Onze  de  Novembro. 
Jesus  Maria. 
Pancao. 

Spanish  - 

Dois  Irmaos. 
Fortuna. 

99 

Schooner  - 

San  Paulo  de  Loando,  p*  Sa- 

19 

Schooner  - 

Lark. 
Asp. 

A          J           •      t- 

»>              * 

99                   • 

Boa  Uniao. 

»> 

Vessel,  named 

Nova  Abismo. 

Portugueze        „ 

„       •    Launch 
Brazilian  •  Brig  - 
Spanish    •   Schooner  - 

Andonnha* 

Vencedora. 

Dom  Joao  de  Castro. 

Matilde,  p'  Charybdis. 

Cantabra. 

Tridente. 

£1  Mismo. 

Mercedita. 

Eagle. 

Veloz. 

Louisa. 

Victoria. 

Brazilian  -    Brig  - 

„        -    Schooner  - 
Portugueze  Brig  - 

Govemador  Vidal. 
Feliz  Ventura. 
Bellona. 

Ulysses. 

Brig  - 
Schooner  - 

Spanirfi    - 

Schooner  - 

Brigantine 
Schooner  - 

Segunda  Rosario. 

Vracca. 

Maria,  otherwise  Maria  Feliz. 

Josephina,  p'  Wanderer. 

„        -    orig  . 
„       -    Barque 
Portugueze  Vessel 
y,       -    Schooner    • 

Brazih'an  - 

Brigantine 
Schooner  - 

Congresso. 

Nova  Inveja. 

Bora  Fim,  p'  Persian. 

Adelaida. 

Spanish  - 

Brig  . 
Schoener   - 

Scorpio. 

Sete  d'AvriJ. 

Dolores. 

Atalaya. 

Felicia. 

Gata. 

Gaceta. 

Spanish    * 

» 
Brig- 

Liberal,  p'  Buzzard. 
General  Ricaforte. 

>» 

»» 

Brazilian  • 

„        - 

Orozinbo. 

Brig  - 
Pilot-boat  - 
Schooner  - 

Spanish    • 

Schooner  - 

Brig. 

Brigantine 

Republicano,  p'  Saracen. 
Carolina,  p'  Dolphin. 
Rapido,  p*  Wolverene. 
Luiza,  p' Cygnet, 

Portugueze 

5        5, 

Victoria,  p'  Ringdove. 

»        • 

Brig.        - 

Aventureiro. 

Spanish   - 

» 

Caridad  Cubana. 

9t 

Brigantine 

Wyoming. 

>f       • 

f>         ■ 

Sao  Paolo  de  Loanda,  p'  Wan- 

>» 

Schooner  . 

Euphrates. 

derer. 

»                " 

Brigantine 

Josephina,  p' Fantome. 

>»       ■ 

»         * 

Maria  Rosario. 

>>                " 

Schooner  - 

Liberal,  p'  Wolverene. 
Name  unknown. 

»       " 

Brig  .        . 

Eliza  Davidson. 

» 

»> 

»>       * 

Schooner  - 

Octavia. 

»                 " 

»          " 

Recurso. 

f»       * 

Brigantine  - 

Plant. 

Brazilian  - 

»          ■ 

Juliana. 

»»       ■ 

Schooner   - 

Carolina,  p'  Buzzard. 

»>        • 

Polacca     * 

Nova  Fortuna. 

Brazilian  - 

Brig  . 

Destemida. 

» 

Brigantine 

Firme. 

» 

i>    " 

Simpathia. 

»> 

9> 

Raimundo  Primeiro. 

>»       • 

»     • 

Intrepido. 

» 

Schooner  - 

Flor  d'America. 

Spanish    - 

Brigantine 

Diana. 

Spanish    - 

»         • 

Amalia. 

>» 

Schooner  - 

Sirena. 

»        * 

Ship 

Rahamana. 

Brazilian  - 

Brig  - 

Pampeiro. 

99        * 

Schooner  . 

Clara. 

99 

>i    • 

Emprehendedor. 

Brazilian  • 

Brigantine 

Donna  Elliza. 

»               * 

♦»    • 

Firmeza. 

Spanish    - 

Brig  - 

Scorpio. 

99              ■ 

Polacca     . 

S***  Antonio  Victorioso. 

»        " 

Ship 

Primo  Genito. 

» 

Brig.       - 

Golfinho. 

» 

Schooner  . 

Pombinha. 

» 

>»       *               * 

Conceicao. 

» 

Ship. 

Sandade. 

» 

Brigantine 

Julia. 

>t 

Barque 

lloza. 

Stratford  Place,! 
28  July  184a.  J 
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RETURNS    RELATLVE    TO   THE    CAPTURE    AND    ADJUDICATION 


AN  ACCOUNT  of  all  Slave  Vessels  that  have  been  taken  into  Her  Majesty's  Service,  upijer 
the  Provisions  of  the  Act  2  &  3  Vict.  c.  73 ;  stating  the  Appraised  or  Estimated  Value  of 
the  same,  the  Registered  Tonnage,  as  well  as  that  by  British  Admeasurement,  and  the  Sums 
which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have  deemed  a  proper  Price  for  the  same,  between 
the  1st  January  1840  and  3lst  December  1841. 


NAMES  OF  VESSELS,  &c. 

Appraised 

RegiBtered 
Tonnage. 

'"S.'^ 

AammtfM. 

**  Josephine,"  Portueueze  Schooner, 
captured  by  H.  M.  S.  **  Wan- 
derer," and  taken  into  the  Ser- 
vice for  the  Island  of  Ascension 

"  Emilia,"    condemned     Brazilian 
Slave  Vessel,  purchased  at  Sierra 
Leone,  fbr  the  use  of  the  "  Niger 
Expedition**      .        -        .        • 

1    £.     *.   d. 
\a&o    6    - 

61  tons 
not  Stated  - 

not  stated  • 
£. 

£.      t.     d. 

450    6    - 

33»    9    - 

• 

78«    8    - 

Admiralty,  \ 
6  July  1842.J 


/,  r.  Briggi^ 
Acco*  Gen*  of  the  Navy, 


A  RETURN  of  the  several  Sums  that  have  been  paid  into  the  Registry  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  and  of  any  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  on  account  of  the 
Proceeds  of  Slave  Vessels  and  Cargoes  captured  and  condemned  under  the  Provi- 
sions of  the  Act  of  the  2d  and  3d  year  of  Her  present  Majesty,  ch.  78  ;  stating  the  Date 
when  the  same  were  paid  in,  and  if  any  and  what  Instructions  have  been  issued  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Courts  of  Vice-Admiralty  relative  to  the  Remittance  of  the  said  Sums. 


The  first  part  of  this  Return,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  prepared  in  this  country,  is 
contained  in  the  Returns  pursuant  to  the  Address  of  the  fiouse  of  Commons,  dated 
16  June  1842.  The  Instructions  to  Officers  of  the  Courts  of  Vici^Aduiircdty  Aid 
annexed. 


Whitehall,  Treasury  Chambers,^ 
4  August  1842.  I 


G.    CLERK. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  22  March  1841. 

I  HAVE  it  in  command  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to 
direct  you  to  pay  the  sum  of  £.4,225.  8  s.  7d,  sterling,  arising  from  the  proceeds  of  vessels 
condemned  under  the  Act  of  the  2d  and  3d  Vict.  cap.  73,  into  the  Commissariat  Cheet  at 
Sierra  Leone.  With  respect  to  the  further  sum  of  £.1,106.  lis,  lOfrf.  in  cut  monies,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  vessels  condemned  in  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  of  that  colony  prior 
to  the  passing  of  the  said  Act,  I  have  to  desire  you  will  furnish  a  list  of  the  condemnations, 
with  an  account  of  the  net  proceeds  in  each  case,  in  order  that,  should  any  proportion  thereof 
have  been  condemned  to  the  Crown,  a  similar  course  should  be  pursued  as  that  directed  to 
be  followed  with  regard  to  the  sum  of  £.4,226.  85.  7cf.  I  have  further  to  acquaint  you,  that 
you  have  omitted,  for  many  years,  making  any  Return  to  this  Board,  notwithstanding  you  are 
directed  so  to  do  by  the  76th  section  of  the  6th  Geo.  4,  cap.  113  (according  to  a  Schedule 
marked  (A.)  annexed  to  the  said  Act),  on  the  1st  day  of  January  and  the  1st  day  of  July  in 
every  year ;  and  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  transmit  the  same  forthwith  from  the  period 
of  your  last  Return  until  the  1st  of  January  last,  and  continue  in  future  to  majke  the  Ketum 
half-yearly,  agreeably  to  the  said  Act  of  Parliament. 

I  am,.  8cc. 
The  Registrar  of  the  (signed)         C.  E.  Treveiyan- 

Vice- Admiralty  Court,  Sierra  Leone. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  31  March  1841. 

I  HAVE  it  in  command  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s  Treasury  to 
remind  you  that  you  have  not  regularly  transmitted  the  Returns  directed  to  be  made  by  the 
Act  of  the  6th  Geo.  4th;  cap.  113,  sec.  76,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  and  on  the  Ist  day  of  July 
in  every  year,  of  the  Adjudications  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  at 
Antigua,  according  to  the  Schedule  marked  (A.)  annexed  to  the  said  Act ;  and  I  have  to 
desire  that  you  will  transmit  the  same  forthwith,  from  the  period  of  your  last  Return  until 
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the  l8t  of  January  last^  and  continue  in  future  to  make  the  Return  half-yearly,  agreeably 
to  the  said  Act  of  Parliament. 

I  am,  &:c. 
The  Regbtrar  of  the  '  (signed)        C  E.  Trevelyan. 

Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  Antigua. 


Smnlar  Letters  were  also  written  to  the  Registrars  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Courts  at — 

Barbadoes, 

Demerara  and  Essequibo,            Bermuda, 

Tortola, 

Dominica,                                     Trinidad, 

St.  Christopher's, 

Cape  of  GK)od  Hope,                    Bahamas, 

Berbice, 

Jamaica,                                           and 

Tobago, 

Mauritius,                                     Grenada, 

(Dated)  31  March  1841. 

(signed)         C.  E.  Trevelyan 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  19  February  1842. 

I  HAVE  received  the  commands  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to 
desire  that  you  will  transmit  to  their  Lordships  a  Return  of  all  Adjudications  which  have 
taken  place  under  the  3d  and  3d  Vict.,  cap.  73,  up  to  the  1st  of  last  January,  and  that  you 
will  forward  a  similar  Return  half-yearly ;  that  is,  upon  the  1st  of  January  and  1st  of  July  of 
each  year. 

All  property  confiscated  under  the  Act  above  quoted  belongs  of  right  to  the  Crown. 
Their  Lordships,  therefore,  desire  that  the  net  proceeds  thereof,  up  to  the  1st  of  last  January, 
be  paid  into  the  Commissariat  Chest,  and  that  an  account  be  transmitted  direct  to  their 
Loraships  in  each  case,  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  gross  amount  of  sales,  together  with 
the  expenses  thereon,  supportea  by  proper  vouchers. 

Their  Lordships  further  desire,  that  in  all  Adjudications  from  and  after  the  1st  of  last 
January,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  property  confiscated  to  the  Crown,  as  soon  as  the  same  can 
be  ascertained,  be  paid  into  the  Commissariat  Chest,  and  that  the  accounts  and  vouchers 
respecting  the  same  oe  transmitted,  without  delay,  direct  to  their  Lordships. 

I  am,  &:c. 
The  Registrar  of  the  (signed)         C.  E.  Trevelyan, 

Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  Tortola. 


Similar  Letters  have  been  addressed  to  the  Registrars  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Courts  at — 

Jamaica.  St.  Christopher's.  Barbadoes. 

Antigua,  Bahamas.  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Demerara.  Bermudas.  Berbice. 

Mauritius.  Tobago.  Dominica. 

Grenada.  Trinidad. 


Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  10  June  1842. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit  to 
you  a  Form  for  the  half-yearly  Returns  of  Adjudications  which  take  place  under  the  Act 
2d  and  3d  Vict.,  cap.  73,  as  requested  by  your  communication  of  the  4th  of  last  April. 

I  am,  &c. 


The  Registrar  of  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  Antigua. 


(signed)        C.  E.  Trevelyan* 


Form  of  Return. 


D»teof 
Seixure. 


Properfcji 
Seized. 


Date  of 

Sentence. 


Decretal  Part 

of 

Sentence,  wbetber 

Forfeiture  or  Restitution. 


Whether  Property  condemned 
has  been  sold  or  converted,  and 
whether  any  Part  remains  un- 
sold, and  in  whose  Hands  the 
Proceeds  remain. 
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